No.

o ST~ RO LETar

2 A SOV T 59. | P R T ECE TS

L

“IF YE THEN BE RISEN WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS
WHICH ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST SITTETH ON THE
RIGHT HAND OF GOD.” COL. 3. 1.

frosda e

REVELATION 8.

An Address (revised) at

Forest Gate, E, 7.

6th June, 1912,

by
PERCY W. HEWARD.

Correspondence welcome:
Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — GERMANY — 74343 Sachsenheim




REVELATION 8.

A o -

An Addreas by Wr. P. W, Heward,
At 61, Upton Lane, Foreat Gago.
6th Jwne, 1912,

¥a start with part of leat week's subject, "The
futsre glory of the redeomed”, It 1s a bleased thing to
realise that thers 1s such a thing as glory, that though in
the present time wo have trials and di'fﬁcultiea,(and- vhat
child of God has not?) there is a coming glory which will
more than swallow up all the difffculties, Troubles are
but a background and they will meke that day the hrighter,
The contrast will only cause us to realiee more fully the
worderfulness, and tho wonderful methods of our Gode In
that future day, we, bouht with precious blood, sholl be
before and upon the throne, W8 shall serve Him day and night
in His terwlg., The contrast with thosn who have no reet day
nor night is real, W shall imow vhat is to be brought into
an intimate mlatiom!hip and a nearness which is equal with
that of angols now, and?gome ways beyond, we shall be mombers
of Christ, the hungering snd the thirsting of the present
day will bve past, the scorching of the sun will bo gone. This
pagsage tellling a future glory, not only srems to be the
poetry and history of Isairh 49 but indicates that the lord's
people rust be hungoring and thirsting ones an earth, I mean
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thet they must lose for their Lord, that theymuat suffer
for Him, and be the world's outcasts, hecause they are the
Lord's choseng the world will always cest out thoss whon
God ealls in, If we have a likeness to the Lord, wo sghall
have mofe likeness %o His rejection, but that dey will bring
together the re jocted Lord, and the rejected servants of
the lLord, and He in the nidat of ths throne, shall fead and
1load those whom men starved and drove., He will feod and
leed to living fountains when men offersd thog deserts., MNo
toars will stein thelir oyes in the eternal glory, but they
rmist expect tears now, they mwt expeot weoping now. The
child of God is not to vo a hard stole, the chlld of God 1=
not %o take things as o matter of couree, the child of God
1s not to gimnly go through 1ife, but to FEEL
hia sufferings, and yet not to suffer his feelings to get the
best of him, To go through life as & servant of the Lord,
learning the lesmons from trialas, For persecutions only make
us run quickar along wnto the coming day, for the word
“persecution” means pursuing, and 1f wo are pursued we shall
have to walk quiocker, aye, end to rwm. Progress oft
depends on porsecutions, we often need the goad to maks us
hagten end the future glory will remove the trisls as well
as transcend the trials. "Owr light afffliction which is but
for a momont worketh for us a far more ¢xeeeding and eternal
weight of glory, while we look not at tiie things which ere
soen, but at the things which are not seen, for the things
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that are seen are temporal, but the things that are not
geen are etermal", thare 1a a real heaven, and there is a
real Lord in the midst thersof, there 1s a real future, and a
real sity, and a real living Gpd, these things are not
images end fanecies snd dreams but promises that date buck
to sn eternal covenant, and which will go forward to an
eternal realisation, Ged has not given v & willeo-the-
wisp in Hig ¥Word, hut He han given us fixed promises on
which we may rest our all, and we Jo~k forward and we pross
forward, and we lmow that He i3 quite as good as His Word,
for His Vord is Ximsalf expressing Himself.

We pass now to to-day's subject, Heving seen
ths inferences from chanter 7, 16. 17 we go on to chapter 8,
"And when He had opsned the seventh seal there was silenco
in hoaven sbout the epace of half an how", The seventh
82a) must bhe studiaﬁ in connection with chapter breaks,
and the true ar.angement of *he book of Revelation, for
chapter 8, 1 bolengs to chapter 7, and chapter 8 shonld
bogin at verse 2, Just as Matthew's Gospel and Mark's
Gospel gn ovar the eame period, so R@velatlon 6 and 7 goes
over tha same period as Revelation 8.Q, 10 and 11. W
get conewrrent assounts of the same peried, 1t is mo in
Daniel 7 and Daniel 8 , and Daniel 9, and Dgniel 11 (latter
part [you have parallel visions of the same peried. This
i3 & ey to the book of Revelation. But & word about
'chaptar‘braaka". They are not divine - except in the
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Yook of Psalms snd the book of Lamentations, they are human
and therofore we can alter them, hﬂat me 1llustrate whet I mean.
Isaiah 2 finishes up "Cease ye from man whose bresth is in
his nestrils, for wherein is he to he aceowunted of" Isalah 3
at once starts "For the lLord has taken away the stay...and Rhe
mighty man shall be brought low". Those chapters ought not
to ve separated, "Cease ye fron man,..for the Loxd doth taln
away". Coase ye from man FOR THE LORD will show Himself. Or
take Isatieh 10 or 11. In Isalah 10 we have the cutting @own
of the thiockets of the forest, end Isaieh 11 begins "and there
ehall come forth a rod out of the atem of Jesse." Why should
we make a break? we ought to r~ad those verses together, the
Holy Spirit A1d not put a bresl there, why should we? I
reccollact as a child reading through the Bible on the method
of teking e chapter a day bhut always reading two chapters
reprating yesterday's chapter the next day, thus I always went
on from tho ch&ptar to the next chapter throutout tﬁe Bidble and
avoided the chepter breaks, If Iseish 53 was the chapter for
the roading I shonld :ead Isaiah 52, the chapter befors, first,
and I would suggest that methed to the Lord's people, or a similar
method. Go through the Bible reading the lest verse of each
chapter and the first verse of the next, 1t will take ffou a very
short time to read that way. You can go through the hook of
Isalsh in half an hour, Read the last verase of one chppter, with
the firat verse of tha next, and so forth, You will find hidden
links that you had not noticed before, Take Isaleh HE and 53
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Ieaich 52 finishes with eaying that the lord Jesus should
bo exalted and extolled, and One who had been the Nighteous
Servant, and that the kings should rhut thelir uouths at Hinm,
for that which had not bean told them thoy should sce, and
that whioh they had ot heard, should they consider. ‘o heth
balieved owr hearing? and to whom ie the axm of the Loxd
rovealed? The two chapters are linked., Or come to the
later Seriptures. John £ finishes, "He noeded not that amy
e;hould teatify of wan, for He kmew what was in man, BUT thare
was & man of the Pharinees, Hicodemus". Contrastad with the
shallow ren who believed, there was a men in vwhose heart God
wae workinge Or if you will take Joun 7 and John 8, "Thoy wont
avery man to their own house" im the clirmx of John 7, "Josus
wont wnto the nownt of Olivee" is the bsgimming of John 8 for
He hed not where to lay His head Fe was Rejected One, Or
take Colossians 1 and Cologzians £. "I labowr" sajs Poul
"socording to His inworking which works in me in power", Then
we o on to Oolossians 2 "I would have you kmow what conflict
1 have". That word “eonflict" 4e the ramo word as the word
"iabour" of the chapter before. Or take Colossians 3 and
Colos:ians 4. In Colosaieons 3 you have all about husbands, wivos,
children, fathers and servantsj Colossians 4 gtarts with mastoras.
This ought to have been linked on, for the lord telma six dife
ferent. classcg of people ax ghows their working togethar in the
truo fsllowehip that ecomes those who sre bern from sbova., It 1s
the same in Ephesians 5 end Rphesians 6, Ephesians 5 has the
husbands and the wives, but Bphoaians 6 goes on with the children
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and/fathers, = whereas they are all closely linked together

and shouvld be read together., The Lord takes six different
kinds of people, three in subjeotion and three in authority,
and shows the beautiful haermony that is to mark a work of
grace,

In the book of Revalation then, let us be careful
to read Revelation 8. 1 with Revelation 7, 17, Revelation
7 48 part of the sixth seal., Rovelation 8 is the sevenh
seal in the first varse, and then we have the trmmpets
afterwards. The trumpets are plainly not in the seventh
ssal, Do you want one 1little proof? The sixth seal is the
Coming of Christ., The seventh seal is afterwards, But
in the trumpets we have a period of "fivo months” (9, 10.),
and enothnrr pericd in 0. 15, How could that all take place
aftar the Coming of Christ, and the seventh trumpet be the
Crming of Christ? It would be an impossitle position, but once
realice, that the s-als and trumpets are conterporary, two
views of eomwing events, end everything f1its into its place.
S0 the seventh seal is KOT an introdustion to the trmumeta.
It is sometifwa sald that there is ailence in heaven, and
than the next thing is that the angels go forth; they have
beon gotting reedy the trumpeta, JNothing of the ldind.
The breek is in chapter 8, 1. The seventh s¢ael is that which
is APTFR the coming of the Lord to the air whiich we have in the
sixth scal. May I call attention to the importent fact that
the seventh seal ia marked off very distinetly from the sixth
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geal, HNow aince. the sixth seal is the Coming of the Lord
Josus Christ in manifested glory, what comee after it? To
those who realise that the sixth sea) 1s the coming of the
Lord into the air, end that His desconding to the earth is
aftorwards, everything 1s olear. That afterwards ecomes in
the seventh seal. But if 4t bo sald that the coming of the
Lord into tho air is long before the aixth seal, and thatthe
sixth geal is the coming to the earth, what is the seventh?
Byfrything would remain a mystery, Let us realise theorefors
this is a v~ry important point in the whole interpretation of
the boolk, The seventh sonl is the last; 1t is the climagz.
Why should there be silonce in heaven? There is coming some
great and mrmentous event. But there is silence HAIF AN HOUR,
Now what are the references to the "HOUR" in Revelation?
Revelation 3, "Bocause thou hast kept the word of My patience
I will knep thee out of the HOUR of the testing that is coming
upon the earth to try them that dwell on the face of the e arth’
Ravelation 11, 13, After the catching up of the two witnesses
we read "the some hour was there a great earthquake, and tho
tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquel» were slain
of ren seven thousand end the remmant were affrighted end
gave glory t-~ the God of heaven. The second woe is psst and
bohold the third woe cometh q:lekly"., Thie, too 48 anparently
the last hour. "And the saventh angel sounded and there were
greet volces", That is to say, the hour is here linked with
a'period of time just before the finel blowing of the geventh
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trumpet, for the seventh trumpet, alone of the trumpets, has
TRO BLOWINGS. First, it BEGINS end the saints are caught
up in Revelation 10; then 4t FINISHES and the Ringdom 1s
eatablished in Revelation 1l. In Revelatlon 10 there 1s the
word "MYSTERY", not a ward about the KINGDOM, In Revelation
11 the word “KINGDON", not a word about the MYSTFRY, We read
"The DAYS of the volce of the seventh angel™, and these "DAYS"
of the voice of tho seventh ang+l may have some relation to
the three and a half "days" of Revelation 1l. 11, and may have
some relation to the last hour, "the same hour".

Vo eontinun and find in Kevelation 14 that when the
saints are caught up aes they are seen in Revelation 4. 5 on
to a heavenly mownt Zion (beautiful prospect! ) that weHave
"another engel flying in the midst of heaven having the &
everlasting gosnel to preach wnto them that dwell on the esrth,
end svary nation and lindred end tongue and people, saying with
a loud volce, Fear God and give homour to Him, for the ROUR
of s Judgment 18 come”, That is not the period of the
Tribulation; 4t is the "HOUR", Come further to Revelation 18.
Babylon s being destroyed, and wo are told that those who look
on say (verse 10) "IN ONR HOUR 4s thy judpment onme", andin
verse 17 "IN ON" HOUR so great riches is come to nought". 1I
thlnlg I have only lnft out one passage now, and that passage
1sthe most diffioult, Revelation 17, ™The ten horns which thou
sawest (says verse 13) are ten kings which have received no

kingdom as yot, but reseived power asg kings ONE HOUR with the
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have
beast, Thege/ome mind, and shall give their power end

strength unto the beast, These shall make war with the

Lamb, and the Lamh shall ovarcome them, for He is lord of
Inrds and King of Kings, and they that are with Him are

called and chosen and faithful®, This 1s the ono difficult
passage as to the "HOURY, I only want to make a auggestion
as to this, TFirst, you usually interpret more 4iffioult
passages in the light of easior onez., In the other passages
the “HOUR” 4s plainly the last hour, NOT the Tribulation
period, which is always viewed in Revelation as a period of
time considerably lrmger then the hour. Secondly, when
Antichrist rises up he plucks up three kings, as we are told
in Daniel therefore they do rot give their power wnto him, dut
he fighte them , therefore they sre not the ssme as the ten
kinzs heres Thirdly, probably he reinstates those three Kings,
but 1t is not that they give thelr powor to him, but he gives
his powerto them, This again {s emphesized, snd theie 4a a
contrast. The ten horme are ten kings which have received no
ldngdo~: as yat, but recelved power as lings one howr M the
beast, Theae have one mind, and give thoir power and strongth
wto the heast”. In the last part of Govornment there w1l
be & unity of ten ldn-s with Antichrist, and when will dhtichrist
shew his greatost power? When he overcoms the two witnegees,

When will that he? At the end of the thrre and a half wars,
All the world will make merry them. They will say, "V have
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got the best of all. Juigment will be laughed to scorn though
judgrents will have fallen, 1¢ is probadly during the half an
hour that there 4is silengs IN HEAVEN, that men are malting merpyy
OX RARMTH in Revelation 11, “"They shall see their demd bodies,
end they that dwell on tho earth shall rejoice and make merry,
end send gifts to one enother, becmuse these two prophets tormented
them that dwell on the earth", Thers will be & freedom of torment
for half an howr, for half of the last hour, and during thet period
Antichrist will be at his height, During that period therefore
ther~ will be a fuller unity then ever before with his subject
kings. They will receive their fulness of avthorlty one howr,
Thoy have not received a kingdom as yet. That “one howr” will be
the climax of the work of man. At once there is the mention
"These shall make war with the Iemd", Thus it deels with the
last azpect of man's kingdom, the atate of the kingflom just before
tho desceonding of the lord to the lMowmt of Olives. Henoo, though
the passage is a difficult one, it {s not insyperadble. Difficulties
aro God's {nvitations to further stwly.

Q. Wo will be those ton kinga?

A. I do not m. 1 imow that there will b ten kings,
ut I oan neither tell you their names nor their Gominlons, exeopt
that they will be of a chareeter of fellowship with Antichrist,.

(It nay be as there ore soveral series of ten kings that thase are
not the ten of the wide empire, but those of Psalm 83, with whom
Antichrist wnites on hir retwm from the Egyptien expsdition of
Daniel 1l. 43. If so, "Asshwr iz joined with them" ineclwling some

with whom he was at veriance (Danilel 1l. 41) and the one howr would
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be clearly explained) Kow we turn back to Revelation 8. There
is silence in hoaven the spreo of half an howr, The aécond
half of this hour is I halleve ocoupied with the seven vials,
which, though they doal with the earth in the same way as ths
goven soals and trumpets, and though trey are purtiocularly
parallel with the seven timmpets, yet nevertheless are very trlef,
There is no time mentioned in them, "Fo "five months", nothing
of this character. The vials are the "LAST" plaguwes of Godj
they are called “the last" and they come quickly one after the
other, juigment, judgment, judgment, in the last half of the
lart hour, Then 1t would seem that the seventh seal contains
the seven vials though it doos not sontain the seven trumpetse.
You will notios in Rovalation 10 that in the mliddle of the
mntion of the trumpots we have "seven thundors™ which are
1inind with the seven trumpets. So, &s the seven trumpets
are linked with the reven thimlers, the seven seals contain
the asven vials, The last trupet is the coming of the
lord, in its first aspeot the catching wp of His redesmed, which
is the sixth seal, The second pert of the last trumpet, the
coming to the earth, appears to be in the seventh zeal, It fe
golemn, - this thought of silonce. God knowe vhat wrath
will be powred out, snd there Is silonco in heaven. 4s @
rule, wo read of heaven as the centre of pralse. They eay
"Holy, holy, holy, 1s the Iord of Hosts™. There ie as &
sovnd of meny watere in-the glory of the Iord, but hers we
have a 1ittle silence, Vhy? Bacauze of the fulness of
Divine judgment hore browght efore us, BDeloved friends,
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we neod to realise that the Book of Revelation hrings
before us wnparalleled judgments, There are few who
really believe ths Book of Revelation. It 1s one of
Satan's great aims to put it on ore side, not merely tecause
it reveds hia doom, but becsuse it shews the awful julgnents
of God. If men only saw thus, the position of the bellever
would be very rmch easier; you would lmow who were
Christians and who were notj you cannot tell now, People
profers to believe in God hecanse they d nnt know His
charscter, It tales a saved one to telleve in God, I mean
the God of the Bible, An infidel can belleve in the God
of imagination, dut a saved one, and A saved one only, can
believe in the Qod of tremendous judgment, e God of WRATH,
a God of righteous anger. Gndls grace is infinite, but
His wrath is infinite too. We cannot meeswe 1lt, we csn-
not weigh it, we carmot understand 1%, but we bow the head
and worship, It is not for uws to dictate to God. Sin
is such a crime, ond evil ies so enormous ageinst the One who
is Hod over all, that all the ?;aments thet God brings
down upon a guilty world are deserved, and all the wrath
that will make rivers of blood to fall on this sinsztained
earth, all that wrath is deserved., There 18 no mere ex-
parience of poetical language in Soripture, God's angor is
equal with that which He has revealed, He is wiee, and
will not take back His words. And why? SIN, SIN, 4= s0
terridble it took the Son of God's love to dis on Callivary in
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agony intenze beyond that which waz physica}, that He
might take the place of the guilty, and save them. Then
MRASURE THE WRATH OF QOD IN CONNECTION WITH CALVRAKRY: VIEW
THE ANGER OF GOD IN THRE LYIGHT OF GCALVARY., If the 8on of
God bearing wrath went throuwh such extreme pain then
the indignation of God over all must be greater than men
can wxierstand, There is "SIIENCE", and we should have
silence when we think of the greatness of God's wrath, Our
words fail; "WHO KNOWRTH THR POWER OF THIIE ANGER?" “Bven
according to Thy fear, so is Thy wrath", We do well to
stand 1n ailence before God, "My heart atendeth in awe of
Thy .Word", The Psalmist was afreid of God end of His
Judgrents, and so should we he, for godly "fear and trembling"
well befit a New Testamont saint, as well as the Psalmist in
Years gone by. There will he silence when the seventh
seel 15 opened, for 1‘f the six seels are tremendous the
seventh seal 1s beyond them, in ites fulness of wrath, since
if 1t oontains the vials, notice how they are described, We
are told in chapter 18 "Pour out THE VIALS OF I B, WRATH OF
G0D upon the earth", and again "In them is FILIED UP tho
wrath of God", and again "FULL of the wrath of God ¥ho
liveth for ev'r and ever", and again, "The sevdn plagues of
the seven angels FULFILIFD", Everything is full to do with
wrathe EBverything will be quick in the seven vials, and
ren will blasphsre God under pain that will seen intolerahle,
but will only be the stepping etons to an eternmll hell.
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Knowing “the fear of the Lord" how earnest should we be! This
subject 1s not merely to feed owr curiosity, it is not merely
to attract our mental study, but to humble us to the dust
before our God Who {8 so great and glorious.

During this seventh seal in heaven there will be,
it would seem, the merriage-supper of the Lamb part of the
time; thers will be the Julgment Seat of Christ part of the
time; or if thoso be in the sixth seal, there will be the
getting ready to go forth as we have the going forth in
RevalationIIQ. There will be the afterwards of the Marriage
Supper and the Judgment Seat of Christ. On earth there will
be the merry-making, as we have geen, snd then in the second
half of the hour (for the whole hour i1s the seventh seal) there
will be men's determinad blasphemy, and defiance of God until,
vhen the Son of God's love, Who died at Jerﬁsalep, dsscends to
Jerusalem, many will fight against the Lord when they see Him,
and His dazzling light which made a Saul of Tarsus to break
down and say "Who art Thou, Lord?" will only be the target
against which they will hurl their weapons until they lle deed,
and the rivers of blood are pouring forth, end the dlood leaps
up to thn-horsea' bridles.

As to the further arrangement of the Book of
Revelatlon, I have only reached the 16th chapter, but chapter
17 you will notice goes up to the last hour just the same,
Revelation 1, 2 and 3 go up to the last howr "I will keep thee out
of the hour of testing". Revelation 4 to £E}go up to the lest howr
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Revolation 9 to 11 (the trumpets) go wp to the last howr.
Revelation 12 to 14, the ascount of Antichristls reign, go
up to the last hour, Then the visls do NOT go up to the
last hour; they are part of the last hour. Revelation 17
(mystery of Bahylon) goes up to the last how. Revelation
18 goes up to the last hows  Almost all the different
visions have the last hour renticned in them. THIS IS THE
mt;?*‘i (@ THE BOOK, Oh that the lord ray give us grace
to use it in the enabling of the Holy Spirit, and to live
in the light of that days When I say "THE key" to the Book,
I should rather say A key to tho Book, for tho Book is all
locks end all kays.
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