RIGHT HAND OfF GOD.”

No.

56 »

“IF YE THEN BE RISEN WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS
WHICH ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST SI TTETH ON THE

COL. 3. 1.

-

THE PRESETNT CRISIS

IN T4E LIGHT 0F THE FROPHETIC SCRIPTURES.

An Address (revised) at

61, Upton Lene, Forest Gate,

10th Augusft, 1914.

by

PERCY W. HEWARD.

Correspondence welcome:
Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — 74343 Sachsenheim — GERMANY




THE PRESENT CRISIS

IN THE LIGHT OF THE YROFPHETIC SCRIPTURES.

An Address by Mr. P. W. Heward,
At 61, Upton Lans, Forest Gate,
Ion., 10th August, 1914.

Zeph. 3, 8-20 and Luke 21. 25-36, resad.

It is impossible, beloved friends, to say all one
would say. I do hope that, if anything is not clear, on some
future ooccasion there will be an opportunity to meke it more
clear, for it is so blessed to be brought to oneness of mind
as to the things of God. At the outset I want to say seversl
things ip which I feel sure those whom the Lord has drawn
together, and who know His grace, will already be of one mind.
Pirst, in the words of ithe Book of Daniel, God has His way
in the armies of heaven, snd among the inhebitants of earth,
and none capn stay His hand, or say unto Him, Whalt doest Thou?
When Nebuchadnezzar was humbled that was Hebuchalnezzar's ory,
and it needs continunal emphasis, for our glorious God says,

My coupsel BHALL stend, and I will do 211 My pleasure. Behind
the tangle, behind the confusion, there is & Living God with a
fixed purvose. In the words of snother Scripture, Our God is
in the heavesus. Ve may look around, and we may feel perplexed,
but God iIs never perplexed. We mgy look sround, snd say, What
will happen BNext? But He declares the end from the beginning.
It is 2 joyful restfulmess which God gives His people - to be
able to fall back upon Omnipotence and perfeoct wisdom, and te
feel God will exalt EIMSELF. The w2ath of men SHALL praise Him,
the remainder of wrath will He restrain. We need to realise,
furthermore, at the outset that Scripiture is given as & Lemp
unto our feet, and a 1ight to our path. A lamp must be in front
of us, if it is to give us light. A lamp 20 miles off is of no

avail to us, and the expressions that are used of Seripture as



a Lazmp, imply that it is wot simply & 1light like the sun in

the firmament, but a Lamp to be in ounr hemds. A lemp x= to

be near to us, a lemp to be¢ persomally valued by us. Thy Word
is & Lemp unto my feet. I wonder how many of us can say this
is our DAILY EXFERIRNCE:- that we want Scripture for everything.
I think T am right in drawing the inference Ffrom what I kunow of
g Tair number of God's desr people that they feel they must have
God's own guidspce in every action of life. Ah, you say, the
Bible is so short. It depends how you regd it. Rany who wouwld
tell us that the Bible is short and contains very little %o guide
them, heve never read it through, though it is so short. But
those who by the grace of God know whaet it 1s to expect God's
leading through Scripture will £ind that every page of it 1s

a book, that every command hes hundreds of suggestionms. It is
surprising, and I believe every intelligent believer can bear
witpess Yo this, -~ 1t is surprising how God sometimes brings a
most unlikely Scripture, az meu would count 1t, to gulde, when
there is a l1ittle problem in the mind, so that some of the
verses which the critiec would say are unnecessary ame JUST the
verses to lead, in a circumstance as remote &8 possible from
the circumstance for which they were first written. A word
comes in front of a believer in this passage,or that passage,
and he says, God's guidaence 1s here for me. May I illustrate
what I mean from persornal experience? Where God has given to
us a nszme for any day of the week, "the first day"™, or "the
Tord's day", I feel a conscientious responsidility to employ
that name. Consequently, except where i% would not be under-
stood, I personeglly should feel a believer was unwise in using
the UNseriptursl term "Sundey". God has given us two names for
the day, why should we put them on one side, and edopt a third?
But how about the other days of the week? They are NOT specicglly
marked out by names. The names that we employ in English are
sadly suggestive of the worghip of idols. I suppose a goodly

number of Chricstiens, have at some tHime in their experience, felt,
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"I do not want even to mention the nemeof idols more tham I am
compelled". That wonderful Psalm, the 16th, bears a testimoany
in this connection, and a believer may feel, Is it right to
speak of Monday and Tuesdey? God has not given us specizl names
for these dgys. B8hall we simply characterise them numerically,
or shall we ogll them by their ordinary neme? I recollect some
time ago how there came in front of me the word that is used for
part of the work of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. We read of
"interpretation™. Now that word "interpretation" is a word taken,
in the origingl Scripture, from the name of a heathen idol. OFf
necesgity, with g8 certain contrast, but it is nevertheless taken
from the name of a heathen i1do0l, and I well recollsct how this
fact brought before me a certain guidance in this matter, that
where God hae not given a name we may use the ordinaery words,-
although, I believe, we should feel in our hearts far more often
than we do, the sad fact that idoletry is even entwined in the
encient names of the deys of the week. t yet we may use the
words, since 3Beripture itself has adopted words that are derived
from the pnames of idols. Now a2 1ittle point of this cheracter
mey seem small, bubt when 2 believer id exercised before God, he
wants something from God to guide him, and nothing else will 4o,
and every brief verse and every word of Scripture has & wealth
of instruction for thoussnds of possible, and =lmost ssemingly
impossible, circumstances. NWo menm could have gfore-written such
a book. IP a believer is in doudbt upon this matter, let him
cast himself upon the Lord, let him refuse to bs guided by customs,
and opinions, snd when perplexity comes, let him depend cn God %o
teach through the Scriptures. Some Seripture will surely apply,
end epply with force, and that force will indeed be a Dblessed
experience of the working of the Holy Spirit, Who HEVER works
against Seripture, elthough, alas, offentimes many seem to conceive
that it is so. At least, their actionms imply this.

We come, therefore, to God's Book for guidance as %o our
attitude Ho-day, a8 to ouny attitude amid this sed war, and confusion,

which our All-wise God has permitted. But before we consider
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perticularly our attitude, we have t¢ ask the question, Has
Seripture referred to the present cirecumstances and affairs?

The guestion is essily asked, but bo answer it we must turn

over the pages of God's precious Book. In these matters, let
us never consider time wasted in the rustling of the leaves of
the Bible. Oh, beloved friends, if this war is regarded by
many ag8 a war of life and death for natioms, let our conaideration
of t3e Scripture concerning this war, and THAT TO WHICE IT WILL
LFRAD, be s matter of the most intense end earnest study. Sone
who are present with us will, I kpow, readily =agree that
Scripture does not prophesy chronology particnlaerly with respect
to the present dispensation. We have chronology with regard

to many of the events of days gone by, but we do not have
gpecial chronology as to the whole period during which God is
taking out of &ll nations a2 people for Himself. In Dan. 9, we
have the desth of the Lord Jesug Christ, and then after the
death of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the resultent £all of
Jerusalem 40 years leter, we do not have a mentlion of years orx
of periods until just at the end of this dispenaation when the
Tord is about 4o set up the kingdom, chronology comes inm once
more. The present period is one largely separated from chronology-
It is the veriod to which the Lord Jesus Christ referred in
connection with its beginning when He said, Upon this Rock {meaning)
TimselPf) I will build My church. It is the period insugurated
at the Day of -Pentecost and will terminate with the coming in
glory of our blessed Lord and SaVviour. The believer is kep%t,

I vill not say in suspense, but with holy expectation throughout
that vperiod, and I venture to say that there is never any time
durinz the period in which believers are told O™ to expect the
coming of their Lord during their lifetime. Throughout the
whole of this present age believers are instructed to live in
the position $o vhich 1 Thess. & refers, - WE which are glive
and remain upto the coming of the Lord. THAT is to De the

continual ettitude. Moreover, if anyone is to expect %o die,
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this is so unusual thet we Ffind in twp cases, the Lord specially
t0ld the individual he WOULD die. I refer to the case of Peter
gnd to the case of Paul, the prophecy made %o Peter in John 21,
and to Paul in 2 Tim. 4. The rnormal condition of a heliever in
the present time is to be looking for that Blessed Hopey and the
geppearing of the glory of our great God and Sevwiour Jesus Christ.
The normal condition? Alas, is it normel? I do not mean that we
are to ask ourselves the question, Do believers SAY they are
looking for the Coming of the Lord? Rather, ARE they looking?
There is too much hypocrisy with us all. We often state how we
believe this, or we believe that, when the belief affects our life
very little. A head helief is a dengerous thing to mm unsa¥ed man,
and a heed belief is also a dangeroud thing to a child of God.
There is & reel meed that we should be affected by everything
which our heart believes. Do we live in the expectation, the
quiet,calm, enjoyable expectation that the Lord Jesus Christ will
return irn our lifetime? IF not, there is something wrong with
our experience. One description of those without Chriet is "The
netions that forget God". When the Lord Jesus left this world

He seid to His disciples, "This do with a view to Iy remembrance® .
end we may be sure that in so saying He knew that even His loved
people would have bad memories. Beloved friends, we need a
continual reminder, - not only a feeling we ought to remember,

but a feeling we do Temember,-the Lord in the glory end His soon-
return. But though chronclogy is not particularly desling with
the middle of this dispensation, and though the rebturn of the Lord
Jesus Christ is never to be beyond the period of a gemeratilon, vet
there mrecertain prophecies as to the present dispensation whioch
it is tncumbent upon believers to weigh. Scriplure makes evident
what the signs of the last days will! include. There will be a
vast emount of pleasure loving. Plegsure loving even smong
nominal end professing Christians, — this is being illustrated
day after day. Oh that God's dear people might be exercised in
heart to afford s CONTRAST with this; not that I mean children of
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God should be doleful. "In Thy presence is fulness of joy, and
et Thy right hend there are plezsures Pfor evermore™. And if we
are made near to God by the blood of His dear Son, and know what
it is to be accepted in the Beloved, we sre the only people in
the whrld who have a real‘RIGHT to Joy, and that Yoy is a Joy
which no man or power of the evil ome can take from us, for the
joy is above 211 the chénging eircumstances of life. It is above
all the storms, it is a joy above the sun, and therefore FAR
beyond the clouds, which come gcross this earthly sceme. This
joy is because of the anchored hope within the veil, whither our
Forerunner is for us entered, az the pledge thet msny sons shall
be brought into glory, and that none of them shell fail with regard
to an efermally secured inheritance.. Another sigm of the last days,
marked out in Dar. 12, is that many will run to and fro anid knowledge
%will be increased. Scripture does not say that wigdom is increased
g2t the present time, but knowledge, Dan. 128. 4, 7Please distinguish
wisdom and knowledge. Versge 10 of the same chapler ssays, Many
shall be purified and mede white and tried, but the wicked sheall
3o wickedly, and none of the wisked shall understand, but the WISE
shall unierstand. The fear of the Lord is the begioning of wisdonm.
Hany have plenty of knowledge at the present time, end yet -despise
+the Lord. Msny shall Tun td and fro and knowledge shall be increased
I suppose, though the pagsage goes much further, it i1ndicates the
locomotion, which is such & sign of the last days. It is not
gurprising, moreover, when we are told how the VERY last days will
show the special npower of Satan, that in these years that leasd up
to them we find a special stress on the sir, for not only in the
Book of Job do we fipnd Satan specially working in the AIR, bul nis
neme in Eph. 2. 2, is "The prince of the power of the AIR". I take
it, therefore, we can intrer from the gtregs on the work of Saten
that there will be in these last days a far greater use of the air,
to carry out man'’s eivilisation thep has hitherto been the case.
A worl shbout civilisation ere we legve this topic. Civilisation

is usually exalted, but is civilisafion of God? Is civilisation
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on the lines of God's will at the present time? I think if we
regd the Scripture carefully we shall see that men's boast in
eivilisation is prophesied in Scripture linked with great
comnercial aggrandizement, but assccieted with the climex of
evil, and with the proud glorying of self-satisfied man. The
book of Ecclesiastes records that there is nothing new under

the sun, that one generstion goes end another follows in its
place, and that men introduce fresh tihiings and imagine they are
ftresh, bubt there are things of days gone by which were as
wonderful, and men have forgotten these things. Past years are
byried Ffrom the memory and man always thinks he has something
fresh. gahe you not had this experience inm minature in your own
lives? I know I have. I have thought I have found out something
fresh I dii not know before, and have discovered that I knew it
before, and had forgobtten it, And the history of the world 1s
oftentimes the history of & forgetful child. We boast of our
greatuess, and in MEASURE knowledge is incressed, but with all
men'e grestness there is often the advancing in the cirele which
comes8 back to the same plsce again; and how can we expect that
civilisation will tend %o the #lory of God when we are distinetly
told +the end of this sage will be, that whenm the Son of man cometh
He will not fing:;aith on the earth, and that Satan is THE GOD OF
THIS AGE who is honoured anfl exalted by men?

With these thoughts in mind we come to glence back on
past history. History has wonderful lessons. We see the rising
up of enmpires and the falling down off empires. Xingdloms wax and
vane, the things of earth are unstable, there is no dependence on
man. Bgypht exalts itself, gnd Fsypt fells. Assyria rises, only
to be swept back agein in the course of Bvents. Babylon takes the
sovereignty of the world by God's permission. The first great
WORLD power, for it is noteworthy thdt the times of the Gentiles
are associated with the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar's dominion.
It is potable fthat at the beginning 9f Dan. 1 we have a special ?
stress Im the time when God took the sovereiggfy from Israel and

gevé it to Nebuchadnezzer, and as so¢n a8 Nebuchadnegzar was the
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conqueror of JERUSALEM the four great world powers of which Dan. 2
and Dam 7, speak, began. Now that gives to us gome idea of the
great stress which God has placed upon the higtory of Israel.
Assyria’s power was mighty, but Assyria is not ome of the four
wbrld powers. The first is Nebuchadnezzar, "THOU art this head M.\%;
of gold"™ is the Divinely-given interpretation. Why is it %thet
Assyria's greatneas ie not counted in that vision brought before
the king, or in the vision subsequently dbrought before the prophet?
Why is it that Assyria’s greatness is not to the Pront? Beosuse

Assyrie 3id not counguer Jerusalem. IT is %true there was & vietory
over some of the tribes, but we remember how out8ide Jerusalem

God showed Himself the Mighty One and nigh two hunired thousand of
Sennacherib’s soldiers were laid low by the Almighty God. And
therefore the history of world powers begins with Babylon. But
Bebylon's glory was ghort-lived. In 20 years it was set on one
side, the Mediantook the kingdom, and the Persian power was united
with i+, end becsme still more prominent, and yet the Persian power
-lasted for a period between onme and two hundred years. I sar a
period BETWEEN one or two hundred years, for I think considerable
doubt must be cast upon the usual chronology of the Persian empire.
That is deeply important, for it st opce affects all year-day
theories which seek to introduce a neriod of 8520 years, or 7 btimes
380, {360 being a prophetic period) - times 360 from the year
606. If 606 before Christ came, wae mot 606, 1f the Persian empire
has been wrongly lengthened by later writers, then there is strong
evidence thalt the theories which assume 606 as the starting point
whetler for 1260 or for 2520 must themselves falter. It is deeply
important to notice this. The evidence ig largely affected by the
books of Ezra, Nehemigh, aend HEsther; it may be, later on, God will
give us an opportunity of considering these together. I am not
now, spealiing at length of. the year-day THECRY. DPersonslly I feel
there must be a trememdous stress on the last word, the word “theory™.
I believe when Godi speaks of days, He means days, though there are

doubtless parallels and illustrations with regard To years and
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periods, for God's work in nature end God's work in history is of
one mervelloud piece, and ip one perfedt order. If there is
arrangement in Sorlpture, (and there is), - if there is arrangement
in neture, there is also arrangement in history, for thet which
looks to ue the rising up of men snd the laying low of man is
overruled by our God, Nothing is before the time, and nothing is
too late, mnd this gives a quiet confidence to the ehild of God,
in the words of Prov. 1, Whogo hearkeneth to Me ghall dwell safely,
and shall be quiet from fear of evil. Returning to history and
noticing Den. 2, we find that whieh wap future then but is peast
now. The vision which the king say was of a mighty man. The glory
of earthly kingdoms was thus depicted. The brief swmary of it in
the interpretation is found from verse 36 onward. Verse 37 says,
Thoun, O king, art a king of kinge, <Yes, Nebuchalnezzar was the
head of gold. (The lest wordsrnof verse 38). After this shall
arise another kingdom inferlor to thee. Historically the Medo-
Persian empire followed, and another third kingdom of(ﬁras%.
The brass or copper kingdom following the Medo-Persian was'ylainly
the Grecian power of Alexander, which is more Ffully 3described in
the later chapters of Daniel, and degeribed so wonderfully that
many give en undesigned testimony to Seripture , when they say it
must have been after the event. A very excellent testimonial to
the truthfulness and fulness and the elearness of the prophecy.
Ther we are told in verse 40, the foukth kingdom shell be strong
as iron, forasmuch ag iron bregketh in pieces and subdueth all
things, snd as iron that bregketh all these shall it break in
pieces and bruise. BHere we have the fourth or Roman power which
1213 low the Greclan. By Grecien, I need hardly say, I do nob
mean the district which le round the land which we now call Greece,
but the Macedonian Empire which swallowed and controlled the
complete Persian power, and extended its sway under the short-lived
Alexzander. FHers then we have broughhb before us four empires,
Every one of them had control of JERUSALEM, therefore they are wordd

powers. We read at the beginning of our meeting Zeph. 3, which
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shows how God 1links all history with Israel. Isreel were of old
God's chosen people, and He s all yet choese them agein, and the
references to Israsel occupy a tremendous portion of the prophetic
Seriptures, and if we leave Israel out pf our reckoning, v¥e leawve
that which God hes placed prominently in His reckoning, and we cannot
underatand whet God hss declsred unless we acknowledge When He ssays
"Jerusalem shall be a preise in the earth™, that He doees not mean
the heavenly Jerusalem, but that He meens what He says, JERUSALEM
SHATL B A PRAISE IN THE EARTH. 8o we have these FOUR,and four o»
world poviers. The only four world powers which had domirnion &s to
Jeruselem, end all of them were very definitely linked with it. It
cannot be said thst st the present time there is any great world
power Which has sway over Jerusalem, consequently certain changes
of affairs MUST take place in connectidn with the bringing into
prominence bf the power that finally hks its authority over
Jerusaslem. 3ut we nobice that the fourth kingdom is desmcrlbed as
being longer then the others, inesmuch as the Jegs of the Iimage
portray it. Strong es irom, it begins with tremendous force to
break everything and the iron yoke of Rome is here aptly set forth.
I need hardly say thet those who obJect fto the prophetic Scriptures
because they are so exect, and who declare they must have been
written afterwards, have a very strange dilemma. The provhetic
Scriptures alweys give particulers vhi¢h go on beyond the period
when even the critics sej they were written. Hemce they vwould be
compelled H0 make the book of Daniel written in the 20th century

if they wantoed it to come affer ALL the events that it so
graphically describes. Thus there is po loophole. The particulears
here given show the Master hand of the Almighty God, and the believer
capn well rest conbtent, rejoicing in thie Seripltures in which'mno
proved contradiction cen be found. Menf may fail to understand,
men may fail to translats, but if we go back to the original
langusge which God used, it will Jefegt g1l its enemies, and show
how vain and foolish are the chenging theories of changing nen.

But we nchice $hat the legs of the Image temminate in the “oes.

The toes are pars pf potter’s clay, and part of iron. The KkKingdom
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shall be divided, but there ghzll be in it of the strength of the
iron, forasmuch as thou saweat the iron mixed& with miry clay.

Verse 43 still further expleins this, showing without conbtroversy
the rise of democratic govermment. Here is the mixing of iron of
the Roman power with the clay of the people, which is being
illustrateld continually in {the growth of socizlism in varied

lands end by the surprising changes which are suidenly found in sucl
netions @8 China and Portugsl, to neme those whieh are far distant,
the one from the other. The tendency of the days is to illustrate
that which is here brought in froont of us, and to illustrate it very
exactly, and Scripture marks out that wheregs the iron will not
diseppear, yet there will be a large smount of clay in the toss of
the feet: - but if the toes of the feebt are proportionestely to =
great extent of clay, the whole image is rather insecure. It is

not FPINISHEED $ill the toes, part of iron and pert of clay, sare
reached. BGod has set forth the dominipns of the different kingdoms,
but you will nobice there is no kingdom afbter the Roman, because
when the Lord Jesus came at the time of the Roman kingdom, He
desired to make clear how after that, mfter His death, believers
were to live expecting,not another domiinion, and another leungthy
period, but to live expecting Him in their lifetime, though willing,
if it pleased Him, that théy should be leid in the grave until the
resuftrection morning when the deasd in Christ shall rise first.

You will notice too we Find that in the days of those kings, the
toe-KINGS, (thus there will be SOME of the ironm still remaining), In
the days of those democratiecel kings, popularly chosen, or popularly
1imitéd kings, shall the God of heevenm set up & kingdom which shell
never be destroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left to other people.
It is plein that has not yet taken place. The Gospel is the power
0f God unto salvation to everyonme that believeth, but we cannot say
that the Gospel bresks in pieces and donsumes all these kingdoms.
Here we have brought before mus a domidion over the earth, with
tremendous sovereignty, marked out in the image by a stone cut out

without hends, which smites the FEET 9¢f the image so that the whole
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of this colossal image falls, end crumbles and becomes as cheff of
the summer threshing floor. Scripture mskes evident that the
earlier shhere of Babylon, for ipstance, should still remsin aud be
embreced in the later powers. You will see that the head is not
destroyed TILL the feet are destroyed. The WHOILE is destroyed at
once. This HAS taken place, mg far as we have gone in the world’'s
history. The Medo-Persian power sbsorbed the Babylonian, snd extended
it. The Grecian took the same sphere and the Roman at its widest
extent grasped the sasme and enlarged it much. But the ten toes ere
part of the ROMAN power. If,therefore, the kingdom of mighty force,
even God's kingdom, has not yet been set up. the days of these kings
has not yet arrived. Then Seripture prophesies that there will soon
be & tenfold kingdom of earth. Other Scriptures corroborste. Den. 7
bears its witness. Therein we have andther view of four powers, and
be it noticed they are ell around the CGREAT Sea. Four wild beasts,
says verse 3, come up from the sSes, even the Great Sea (or the
HMediterranean Sea) of verse 2. The Ffirst, the lion, is Babylon.
The second, the bear, is the Medo- Persisun empire. TYou will notice
it raises itself on one side, ode dominion is higher, as the mérgin
puts it, for the PERSIAN Aun.ority eclipsed the lMedian. The lecpard
that follows, with the four wings of & fowl, pictures Alexander's
dramatic swiftness. The beast has four hesds, four, the Fingdom of
Alexgnder was divided at his death intd four divisions. The IFOURTE
beast again is Rome, gnd this one is dd4scribed at greater length,
a2nd we Ffind at the end of verse 7, "And it had tep horns". Among
these horns there rises up a little horn before which othexr horns
are at first plucked up. This little Horr is plainly the Antichrist
of Rev. 13, and other Scripfures. Thexe is no room Ffor TWO such
mighty kings at the end of this dispensation. Plainly this little
horn is the ome vho wars agginst the Lord, ls the king understending
dark sentences of Dan. 8, who rises agdinst the Prince of princes,
and as there is not room for two, we must draw the inference that
this is the great personal Antichrist. Hence, we see that Antichrist

will have ten kings associated with him. Revelation, though with
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different Ffigured, in both the 13th gnd 17th chapter bears =
concurrent testimony. Thus all Seripbere sgrees, and mno Scripture
contrediots. But, beloved Priends, hark how in this chapter we

are distinetly to0ld in verse 11 that this beast is slain, his

body destroyed and given to the burning flame, but in verse 12, the
rest of the beasts are not so destrojed. They have their dominion
taken away, but their lives are prolenged. This cotncides with the
vigion of the image, for the gold and the silver and the brass are
not destroyed +ill the Roman power is destroyed op ite feet. When
Babylon was conguered, Babylon still remeined a eity, zmd this is
evidence that Jer. 50 and 51, were not fulfilled when Babylion

was overrun by the Medians. There are various prophecies which
show tha% these wonderful words concerning Babylon MUST still have
a fubure realisation, Ffor eéxample, we read that God will deal with
Babylon in such a way that none shell dwell there, and that the
building materials shell not be takeh Ffor other buildings. 3But

the building meterials of Babylon hawe forméd cities and villages
which cannot be counted, end there hes always been & certain amount
of dwelling on the site of ancient Babylon. To this day a village
is there and st the time after the Medisun congquest there was a
suffieiently important town for Alexander to apprcachit ard think
highly of it, as & cewntral city. Bebylon has never yel been
destroyed as God said it would be degstroyed, Consequently we must
drew the inference that Babylon will be rebuilt, and THEU will be
destroyed. Zech. 5 makes clear that commerce will be taken largely
back to the east, and every confusion of European nations MUST
TEND I THIS DIRECTION. Zech. 5 gives the vision of an ephah,

and the epheh is bornme by two women having the wind in their wings
to the land of Shinar, Whére it shall bes estzblicshed upom its own
base. The la nd of Shinar is the land of Babylon, end the base
there is the city of Babylon, and s¢ we see Scripture prophesps
thet Bebylon must be rebuil , otherwise the words of God would not
be fulfilled. (See also Rev. 18).

Passing on to Dan. 8, we find a parallel with part of
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Den. 7. Here we have two kingdoms, ode of them, the ram, in
verse 20, with the TWO horss describing the Medo-Persien Empire;
+he next, the rough g8oat, picturimg the king of Grecia. The grest
horn between his eyes is Alexander, that horn being broken there
are four kingdoms which stand up, naemelry, the kingdoms unier the
leaders associgted with him, - Cassander, LySimachus, Ptolemy and
Seleucus. So we have an ‘'xaet fulfilment in history of all that is
prophesied in Scripture, »ut mark the sdded woris of verse 23, "And
in the latter time of th ir kingdom when the transgressors are coms
to the full, a king of fierce countedance and understanding dark
sentences shall stand up". "The lattdr time of their kingdom".
Whose kingdom? The four kingdoms of verse 22, Where are they now?
Has this been fulfilled? Scripture deys, this mighty prince will
stand up against the Prince of prinecqs, THAT is Pfubure. Christ has
not yet shown Himself ag fthe Mighty Bongueror, but He will! He came
the first time $o die, He comes the gecond time to reign. "If this.
then, is Pfuture, the latter time of their kingdonm is Puture.
Consequently we have here four out of the ten toes of the image.
Tow tlhese four kingdoms are in the EASTERY half of the Roman empire,
that is %0 say, one of them included Egypt, another one includss
part of the eset of Burope, snd the athers are Asiatic. Pour
kingdoms, therefore, MUSYT have a latfier time, four important
kingdomsg in that distriect, and the old divisions are to De brought
up once more. I8 this ir accord with the tenor of Serinture? Tes.
Jeruzalem shall be REbuilf. Bsbylon, as we have 3¢en. shell be
REbuilt, upon her own base. A city often is bot built upon itad
own base, Jericho was rebﬁnlt some little way off from the old
eity. But. Jerusalem is to be established on her own Tfoundation
&s Jeremigh pleinly tells ws. Tyre is to become & prominent city
in the future, znd ollwer eities arec %0 be revived <for we read just
before the Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, of the might
of Hiom, Moab and Ammon. 3o it is guite in accord with Seripture
to0 expect that HISTORY WILL REFEAT ITSELF, and thsat these eastern
powers must rise up. Consequently we are not surprised that there

should be disturbasnces in the east. DPhe recent war wes zssccisted
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with this very district. 1t wse nesr the place where Philip of
acedon rose into prominence, the fathdr of Alexander the great.
Further, one of these very kingdoms inglules the Servia which is
so associated with the avyparent bveginning of that solemn &nd
tremenious war which surrounds us at tiHe present time. Scripbure
has therefore marked out, how there must be & revival of kingdoms
in the east, in the district round sbout Turkey, and Egypt snd
Servie. It is therefore in gecord with Seripture aend in accord
with the nearing fulfilmeut of these Sdriptures, to find turmoil
and confusion THERE. I do not say thoge kingdoms have Fet arisen,
but these are just the stepping stones we should asbficipate during
this period of God's gracious forbearance thet will lead up to
those fow years of tremendouns climex. Do wot be surprised when I
spegk of this mighty change taking plage in & very brief period.
I supposs one of the moést remarkable things of the last Ffifty
yveers is thet people are becoming sccudtomed to rapidity. ILf a
war begine, 1t assumes a ocolossal size, or hes many unexpected
surprises in it, with a suddenness, snd everything in that nearing
day of tremendous conflict will be with amazing suddennees.
Everything eround us, therefdre, points the leading on to the
prophesied arrangement of earth, though it is plain thet these
things are not yet being fulfilled, and therefore we CANNOT say
that these Scriptures are NOW exactly illustrated in the crisis,
but circumstences are fo menifestly tending in that direction,
that we feel more fully for what God's people should be looking,
not simply for evenbts, but for HIM Whose near coming is beyond =211
events, and Who is the Joy and delight of their heart as well as
of theéir mind. I have refgrred to Zech. 5 and Jer. £0, time forbids
that I chould aBk you to look at them now, but I would commend thenm
to the preyerful study of &1l who lovg the Loxd, at home. Nor can
we spend time on Christ's prophecies ib llatt. 24, Mark 13, and
Luke 21% those prophecies which begin tvith declaring what whuld
haopen with respect to the siege of Jefrusalem. Matthew distinctly

says, These are the beginning of sorrows,dand then there comes &
long gap. Afterwards we have the time of the end, with the abomination
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of desolation set up in the temple,—aCCQrdingly the temple must be
rebuilt at Jerusalem, and there must be a 823 covenant made by
Israel, as Dan. 9. 87, shows, with Antichrist, the last great Romsn
emperdr, who will, reviving the powers of Europe in the last dars,
get himself forward as grester than past Caeesars, end rise up against
the Prince of princes. Now it is rewusxable thet the same break ig
found in Luke. In Luke we hsve Jerusalem compassed with armies, and
then Jerusalem is trodden dowm with the Gentiles, that is "A.D.70."
Then we have a break, the passage goes yuickly on to declere the
last days with signe in the suv and moonw snd sters. Why this sudden
break? DBecause in the interval Fod’'s people are taught to LIVE
LOCEING for that Blessed Hope and the appearing of the glory of our
God and Sasviour Jesus Chrisb. But though we cernvolt turn to those
rassages we must just look a2t Dan. 11. In this we find a
circumstantial sccount of certein Forthern and Southern kiungs.

Verse £ introduces the pessage speaking of the Persien kings that
followed Cyrus,- Cambyses. Pseudo Smerdis, ard Darius Hystaspes,

and lesding on 40 Xerxes who stirred up s8ll egeinst the reslm of
Grecia. Then we have & break in time smd the mighty king of Grecia
thet her just been mentioned stande up, even Alexander, and his
fominion is divided in verse 4. Hig children 4id not have it,

nor 4id his generale have the sSame powsdr a5 himself, bul the king

of the south, the femily of the Ptohemies was strong, and then we
have the description of the morthern rulers, &nd the continual
war&are between them. The king of the north is pleinly a reference
to the po wer of Seleucus and his successors and leads on to the
+ime of Antiochus Eptphanes whose sctions are so definitely marked
in verse 21 and onwards. Then we find in verse 33 a very interesting
prophecy of the Lord Jesus Christ and of His people, "And they that
understand among the people shall instruct meny, yet they shell fall
by the sword, by flame, by captivity, mnd by spoily days.n The 34th
verse goes on to give & very sed view of the flattering attachment
4o nominel christianity of & large pumber. Bub there ever Were and

are still some who are nersecuted Ffor truth, and so the 35th verse
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adds, "And of them of understanding they shall fall to try them,
and to purge and to meke them white to the time of the endm.

You will notice this cannot be a prophecy of the Macecsbees,
inasmueh as there is no thought of taking the sword, but simply

a thought of instructing. Here then is the prophecy of the present
period end it is not dated. Then suddenly there arrives before

us in verse 36, TEE king, mot only a king, but THE king, even
Antichrist who does mecording to his will, who speaks parvellous
things against the God of gods. If all prophecies of glory point
to Christ, almost all prophecies of evil lead uv to Antichrist.
Den. 2 leads on towerd the period of his domirnioun, Dan. 7 particulerly
mentions him, Den. 8 shows him as the king understanding dark
sentences, Dan. 9 describes him as the prince that shsli come, and
Dan. 11 Ffipelly brings him before us as THE king, THE king that
does according to his will, who honours the god of forces, and

is assocleted with the devil very definitely and very closely, &s
both Rev. 13 and Ezek. 28 meke evident. Then we have the display
of Antichrist'& power in convection with the king of the south,
(verse 40) It would appsar therefore that Antichrist will have

a certain opposition from this king of the south, but that he vill
overthrow the same. We have slrealy seen in Dan. 7 that when he
rises up he throws down three monsrchs. It is not surprising

he has further oppsdsition but lays it low, and sweeps almos?t
everything before him, until the last few days of his cereer, the
climax of which will be found in his subjugation, yea his Juidgment,
yea, his seniing away f£rom the presence of the Lord, vher the Iord
shall consume him with the Spirit of His mouth, and bring to
nought with the brightneas of His coming.

Now this Seripbure bears its testimonyr guite PLF.ZITL
with other passaged. It shows the oresent time is Bne for believers
t0 be men of understanding, to suffer and to welt, until He shell
come Whose right it is to reign. As soorn &8 we have the menbion
of Antichrist and of the setting asfide of Antichrist, and the
throwing down of Antichrist, Pan. 12 goes on to spesk of the

gloriouns first resurrection, as Rev. 20. The order is the same,
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and there is alwsys beyobhd the confusion, the looking for the
glorious coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ., Beloved
friends, I am persuaded that if we have met together that those
vho love the Name of the Lord may pray more end mey look more

for His returr, our meeting together will not be im vailn, that if
we have Seen how everything is tending towaerd a colossal
ecivilisetion, end a grest sdvance of Eastern commerce, and &a
displaey of power inm the easterun part of the ancient Romen empire,
ell these things will only cause us to tuﬁn gside from the tinsel
of emrth, and Pfrom the attrzctions of a short lived worldly
popularity, That we may look unto Him, Who for the joy that was
set Before Him received not a crown when He came the first time,
but endured the cross d=spising the shame, and who has said that
His disciples =kEm are not to be sbove their Teacher. It is
enough that they should be as He was, rejected of men, and with
Him outside the cemp. Our position is not one of glory, our
pocition is not one of greatness. If we suffer with BEim we shall
reign with Him, and our prospect 1s that if we are those who
remein under now, He will mot De anmindful when He return:c, when
Aig reward is with Him to give to every man according &8 his work
shall be. The present state of affa%rs is pleinly thet which is
{Zégghéﬁanatjafie aave1:§Ee§¥¢3§~§:§%§§Z”eb$&é§6§£§§fﬁ?gﬁgééer
speel, It is +thet whieh is centering itself around the distriet
of Servia and lMacedonis, the ancient Macedonia of Philip end
Alexender, it is therefore a sign-post to believers that this age
is not Por ever, and that this day will not long continue. 3But
we cennob, as newspmperpg are prone o do, describe the present
conflict as Armagedion, there sre future eventd to De reached
ere thet climax shell come to the front. Rev. 16 makes clear
that Armageddon 1s in Pelestine , and that it will be the gatherine-
place of Antichrist's forces For the P£insl conflict which will
extendexkmmit over & didtgnce of 160 miles between Bozrah and
Megiddo, throughout which there will be rivers of blood. Joel 3
shows how %that a large mumber of natioms will be gathered in the

velley of Jehoshaphat outside Jerusglem, for Jerusalem is always
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@God's centre. He dces not change Eis plan. Multitudes, Multitudes,
will be in the valley of declsion, and the day of the Lord will he
near (a8 Joel words it). in the valley of decision. Ere the time
will come when nations shall beat their swords into phowsheres
and their spears into pruning hooks there shall be the reverse.
Plowshares shall be beaten into swords, snid pruning hooks shall
become sSpears, netion will 1ift up sword mxmiwxk .and there will
be the vein exaltation of man's greathess, - not only of nation
against nation, but of all nations =2gainst the Lord of glory
Himself. As we look upon all that surrounds us we see that present
history is fagt running its course; wé see that God is fulfilling
ebove 81l and behind all His perfect plan, we kvow that His clook
igs never late, we man lesve everythihg with Him, and entering into
the words of Psalm 112 we should be those who are not afraid of
evil tidings, because our heert is fiked, trusting in the Lord.
Wor ig it to be ours with -the fearfulness of men to say "™ A
confederacy", with those vwho say a confederacy. In the woris of
Ism. 8, Fear ye not their fear, nor bg afraid: senctify the Lord
of hos%s Himgelf, endl let Him be your Feaxr. We are to turn asile
Prom £ll earthly arrsngements snd 8ll esarthly schemes and plsane,
and casting ourselves upon the Julge pf all the earth, Who has
graciously become our FPather, if so be that we have approgched
Him in our Lord Jesus. Casting ourselves upon Him we are to
pray thet His will may be done , &nd %o look forward to the tire
when His kingdom shall have arrived, snd when our beloved Lord Tho
was crucified at Jerusalem shall rube at Jerusalem befors His
eneients gloriously, and shall have dominion from sea to sea znd
Prom the Tiver tnbo the ends of the darth. It is impossible to
do more %Shan touch upon s few pointe that ove would like to
consider more fully. I have no 3doubt thet there are those present
to whom even the sugzesbion of a2 revived Babylon seems strange.
I heve no doubt that some will +think it surprising to irdicate
thet Scripture has said there will be =z revivéd Roman emoire, bub
these things cennot be decided by a hurried negative. Search the

Scriptures, beloved friemds, and See vwhether these things sre S0.
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I do not eay the revived Romen Empire will be limited $o the

8ize of the ancient Roman empire. Every previous development

has been marked by progress, geogrephical progress, I do nob

mear Splritusl progress, and therefore the revived Roman empire
may be wider, it may extend to certain nations which were pot
incluied before. Germany was WITHOUT the old Romen empire, =
although England was within, but WE cannot say the Pubure limits.
All that we can say is that God haes marked out that four kingdoms
of the eastern Roman empire shall be as they were after the death
of Alexgnder. We can stand on ground that God has marked out

with respect ¥o this, but as to other things, we dere not prophesy.
All that we can say is if God says no further kinzdom before the
Lord Jesus comes, there shall be no further great kingdom, se=d
heve Jerusalem till there are these ten kingdoms and Antichrist

is the great world ruler, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself
grrives to throw down the power of man wWhich from its mmnifestation
in t» garden of Eden hgs ever been seeking to rival the power of
God, ever been seeking to zssert itself against God. "Ye¢ shall be
g8 gods", was the devil®™s offer then, =nid that mon shoud™ * forszed
God and do his own will is ever the humesn desire. Antichrist

will be the world's derling, the Worﬂd's attraction, the world's
glory: and here is a call to believens who are found in &ll nation:z
while praying reverently and earnestly for kings end for all thet
are in esuthority, to hold personally aloof from the strife of
tongues, and from political conflict and canfusion, thst they m=
be those vhose minds are guietly set upon their Coming Loxd, Whoss

kingdom is not out from this world.

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to
exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s
glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:
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