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THE MYSTERY
PERCY W. HEWARD

At the outset we need to omit the word “the”
and to ask ourselves, What is a mystery? The word
“musterion” comes in the later Scriptures twenty-
seven times, of which twenty-four refer to good
mysteries. Twenty-one times is the word used in
the singular. Three of the occurrences are in the
Gospels, and six in the epistle to the Ephesians,
which is the epistle to which most believers would
rurn when asked to explain “the mystery.” It
will be noticed that all these numbers are mul-
tiples of three—"“three” being suggestive of the
wark of our Triune God, but by usage ALONE we
cannot easily undersiand the word. We need also
derivation, but usage, and derivation are alike of
little worth unless we are within the leading of the
Holy Spirit. Derivation bears an interesting testi-
mony. and general usage among the Greeks also.
The word comes from a root that implies a certain
“closing up”, a certain “hidden revelation” be-
longing only to the :_mtlatad. aqd among the
Crecks there were religious mysteries, which one
may describe as codes of ins;mg:’rinn fnr}'hme “’,hﬂ
were members of secret societies, associated with
the worship of various demons. God often takes
up words which are commonly enployed and

ives them a new meaning. The Greek “Ecclesia”
was the town assembly of free men, and God takes
the word out of this context, yet alluding to it,
and speaks of HIS Ecclesia, free men of the heavenly
city. The “Apostolos” was ni[er, a naval delegate,
and the Lord Jesus thus dtscnb-l:? HIS‘apmtllcs,
who were to go from land to 1anq in their service
unto the Lord. Thus, beloved friends, the word
“mystery” is taken out from its demon association
(even like the word “interpretation” which in
Greck really refers to Hermes), and applied to that
revelation of the Lord and the Lord’s will which
we find in connection with the wondrous unveiling
of grace during the present dispensation. There
are several “mysteries” mentioned in Scripture,
but we are apt, in using the word, to think only
of “THE mystery,” in one relationship,

Furthermore, some of the passages that refer to

“the mystery” seem Lo give various aspects in con-
nection with that mystery. Mention may be made
of the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, or
of the Kingdom of God, in Matthew 13:11 and
parallel passages in Mark and Luke. The mystery
concerning Isracl in Romans 11:2¢ is closely re-
lated to the mystery to he considered afterwards,
1 Corinthians 4: 1 speaks of a stewardship of the
mysteries of God. Chapter 15:51 of 1Eu same
epistle,—“Behold | show you a mystery, we shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump.” 2 Thessolonians 2:7 reminds us of Satan's
counterfeit. "The mystery of the lawlessness s
already inworking.” “The mystery of the faith,”
and “The mystery of godliness” in 1 Timothy 1,
verses g-16, seem to contain certain references 1o
the use of the word in Ephesians, but also certain
contrasts, Revelation 1 brings before us the
mystery of the lampstands and stars. Revelation
17 mentions the woman whose name is “Mystery,
Babylon,” plainly a parallel passage with 2 Thes
salonians 2:7, where the mystery of “the lawless
ness” (Feminine) leads up to “the lawless one”
(masculine). We find both the feminine and the
masculine in Revelation 17, though the masculine
aspect, “the lawless one,” leads beyond the femin-
ine, right on to the Coming ol the Lord, against
Whom Antichrist will personally engage in wicked
conflict. Now, all these mysteries are interesting,
and it ma)IJ be pointed out that some of the
passages will emphasize the meaning, even though
we cannot particularly study them in this paper.
Take, for example, the words of Romans 11,—"]
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant
of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in
your own conceits, that blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen-
tiles be come in." Here the thought is that a
mystery is something of which one will naturally
be ignorant unless there is a special unfolding,
and a special instruction. Take, too, the passage
of 2 Thessalonians 2,~"The mystery of the law-
lessness doth IN-work.” The thought Is of some-
thing secret, something hidden, something that is
not shown to everyone, and is not known b

everyone, Indeed the FIRST usage of the word,
which is so often decisive, bears this testimony,
for in Marthew 13, we read, “To you it is GIVEN
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,”
—but to others it was not given. And the Lord
goes on to say “Their eyes they have closed.”
“Blesed are your eyes, for they see.” "Their ears
are dull of hearing.” “Blessed are your ears, [or
they hear” Thus we have the thought that a



2.

mystery is something which is given us to know.
1 Corinthians 2 with Revelation 2 may help us
in thig connection. In 1 Corinthians 2 we have
“the deep things of God." In Revelation 2 “the
deep things of Satan.” 1 Corinthians 2 says “Eye
hath not seen nor ear heard, neither did come up
on to the heart of man the things which God made
ready for those that love Him." These did not
come up, but God in mercy brought them down,
God uncovered them to us through His Spirit.
S50 we see a mystery is something unveiled through
the Spirit to special persons, that which is not
known in %;:nr.:raﬂ. and just as we find the Gospel
is ungn]m le, and that which is palatable is not
the Gospel, so the mystery is unknown by man
naturally, and that which is known is not the
mystery. Here we have something, which, though
you may explain it in words, will ever remain
“mysterious” to the ungodly, but to the believer
s that which he appreciates, and feels in measure,
though longing in Eﬂd‘s mercy to appreciate and
feel it more. To Him the thought of mystery is
not something mysterious, but something RE-
VEALED TO BE KNOWN. As our English word
misleads today, a definite stress must be laid upon
this thought.

But WHAT is the mystery? For in the present
time many of God's dear people know nothing about
the mystery, as they might be expected to know.
Experimentally they may have some knowledge
of their Lord, and what identification means, but
a true, clear, mental, yet withal spiritual, appre-
hension of the mystery seems quite neglected by
some who bear the name of the Lord; whereas
others, it may be almost said, speak of other parts
of truth too little, and. by lack of spiritual balance,
they misuse truth, and indeed fail to understand
that of which they speak most. Shall we therefore
turn to two or three passages, that we may seek
to see by the leading of THE HOLY SPIRIT what
is the teaching of GOD, as to the mystery? In
1 Corinthians 2:7 the apostle says, “We speak
God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom
which God ordained before the ages (protonton
aionion) with a view to our glory, WHICH NOT
ONE OF THE RULERS OF THIS AGE KNEW."
Here we have the Divine statement very briefly,
In passing it may be pointed out that in verse 1
the reading. “to marturion” is probably correct
not “'to musterion”; this first verse is not counted
in the number of verses that contain the word
for the apostle, when he went to Corinth at the
first, did not go declaring the mystery, but went
declaring the witness of God to the unsaved. He

determined to know nothing among them “save

Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” “We speal
wisdom among them that are FPERFECT, the
wisdom of God in a mystery” is contrasted With
the witness that was preached at the first, Retum.
ing to the later verse, notice the words that the
Holy Spirit links together, “wisdom,” “mystery
“hidden,” “before the ages,” "unto our glnr},’-.
Now shall we find these words anywhere else 7
Turn, 0 Ephesians 1: 8, g,—"Wherewith R,
abounded unto us in all WISDOM, and prudence
having made known to us the MYSTERY of yj,
will according to His good pleasure, which He
purposed in Him." The word "“Purpose” (proethetq)
contains the word “before” which occurs jn
“before the ages.” That we should be to the Praise
of His GLORY" is the added testimony of vergp
12, and we know how the context goes on tg
contrast US with this age, just as the princes of
this age are set on one side in 1 Corinthians 3
Come to the third chapter of Ephesians: “With
rcgcmnce to the grace linked with this, 1, Paul, the
prisoner of Christ Jesus on account of you, the
nations, if ye heard of the stewardship of the grace
of God which was given to me with a view o
you, that according to a revelation, (an unveilip
He made known to me, (“Made known,” again)
the mystery, (THE MYSTERY, without any further
explanation), according as | fore-wrote in brief
turning to which, you are able (if you keep oy
reading) to have known my comprehension ip the
mystery of THE Christ; which mystery in distiney
generations was not made known to ‘the sons of
men, as it was now unveiled to His holy apostleg
and prophets in Spirit." (verses 1 to £) Then We
read in verse 6, “The Genliles to be fellowheirs »
In other words, to know that the Gentiles are fel.
lowheirs, or heirs together,” and “bodied together
and partakers together of the promise in Christ
through the Gospel." “THE promise,”—mark this
word. As to the promise, it may be noticed how
this is mentioned in Ephesians. 'We read of “The
Holy Spirit of promise” in the 1st chapter, where
the rendering should be the “Spinit of THE
promise.” And in Ephesians 2 “Strangers from the
covenants of THE Promise,” so here it ig th
romise through the Gospel. The important Pnine
15 that through the Gospel the Gentiles are hcir;
together, as Hebrews 11 shows. They shared the
promise, “Of which I became a servant accorgip,
to the gift of the grace of God, that was given, t
me, according to the inworking of His puwﬂ:‘
who am less than the least of all holy ones yyqq
there given this grace,” (now mark) “to the Nationg
to preach the Gospel of the untrackable riches of
Christ, (or of THE Christ), and to enlighten, (50
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only to preach the Gospel, but to give light on)
what is the stewardship linked with the mystery
that hath been hidden from the ages,” {(somewhat
as in Corinthians “before the ages”), in God Who
created all things, in order that there mith be
made known, (just as in Corinthians) “"Now 1o
the principalities and to the authorities in the
heavenlies, through the called-out church, the
manifold wisdom of God, according to a purpose
of the ages,” {or it may be “A placing before the
ages” if we take the “pro” with the “ton aionion”
“which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(verses 7 to 11). The wording is very similar to
Colossians 1. The apostle says, in verse 23, “If ye
remain in the faith, having been founded and
steadfast, and not being removed away from the
hope of the Gospel which ye heard, which was her-
alded in all the creation under the heaven—of which
(Gospel), I, Paul, became a servant; now | rejoice in
my sufferings on behalf of you, and 1 fill up corre-
spondingly the things that are lacking, of the tribu-
lations that belong to the Christ inmy flesh, on be-
half ol His body which 15 the called-out church, of
which (church) [ became a minister,” a servant
(verses 24, 15).

If the Lord will to be continued.

THE MYSTERY
(Continued)

Foreword

The following article is based upon an address
given by the late Percy W. Heward in London on
September 19, 1913, and is being printed by
request. In order to its being more fully under-
stood, some editing has been necessary. References
have been inserted, and some paragraphs re-
arranged. It will be noted that quotations from
Seripture may sound unfamiliar, This is because
the speaker was translating literally from the Greek
New Testament. Ed.

1t will be clearly marked in 1 Corinthians 2, that
the chapter begins with witnessing of God to the
unsaved (verse 1), that is, the Gospel (verse 2), and
then goes on 1o speak of “the mystery” among
those who were believers and able 1o appreciate
it. In Ephesians 7, the apostle distinctly declares
that he was entrusted with two th;ingg. namcl}r'
with the declaration of the Gospel (verse 8), and
also to enlighten others as to what is the steward-
ship of “the mystery." The Gospel first (verse 8)
and thus parallel with first Corinthians. In Colos
sians 1:23-27 and 2:1-3, still more strikingly, he
declares first, "1 became a minister” of the Gospel.
Secondly “| became a minister”—of the church,
for he writes, of which 1 became a minister
according to the stewardship of God that was
iven me, with a view to you, to have filled the

ord of God." The mystery that hath been
hidden” (same words), “away from the Ages"
{same words), and in verse 26, we read, “Which
in other ages was not made manifest, but now
was manifested to His saints; (the word suppests
1 light, blazing forth) to whom God willed to have
made known what the riches of the GLORY (Glory
always suggests a light,—see also Corinthians 2:
7.8) of this mystery among the Gentiles,—which
is Christ in vou, the hope of the glory, Whom we
keep on announcing, warning every man, and
teaching every man, in all wisdom, that we may
have made to stand every man perfect in Christ
Jesus, with a view to which also I am toiling,
(agonising). according to His inworking which keep-
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eth on inworking in me in power. For | wish you 10
know what agony, (great conllict), | have concemn-
ing you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as
have not seen my face in the flesh, that their
hearts may have been called alongside and com-
forted, having been knit together in love, and with
a view to all riches of the full bearing along of the
comprehension, with a view to a grounded knowl-
edge of the mystery of God, IN WHOM are all
the treasures of the wisdom and the knowledge
HIDDEN AWAY. Gentiles, be it noticed, are
before us in every case. It is remarkable that, in
1 Corinthians 2 the Jews are put on one side, very
definitely, as Jews; “THE RULERS OF THIS AGE,"
i5 a description that includes the Pharisees par-
ticularly.

There is, then, a clear statement, in all the pas-
sages, not only that (a) believers today have some-
thing which is contrasted with what the world
knows, in the present; but (b) contrasted with
what believers knew in the past. There is thus
the double contrast. Probably, no reader has the
slightest difficulty as to (a), namely that is a con-
trast with what men of the world know in the

resent time, But, as to what the people of God

new in times past, we read strikingly in
Ephesians é Dg that “the mystery” had been hid-
den, and has revealed it unto us, (saints of
the present dispensation) by His Spirit. The words
“hidden in God," are very similar to those in Colos-
sians 2:3, “The knowledge of the mystery of God,"
(Possibly we should say of Christ, Who is Gud, or
of the Christ of God}—"1n Whom (at once are the
added words) are (in the present time) all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden away.”
The phrase, “hidden in God" brings before us in the
one case, the treasures hidden, but in the other
case, the mystery hidden in olden times, a striking
difference as to the present. What is hiding? Lt
Colossians 3 a very similar passage, answer—"If yc
be raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is on the right hand of God
seated. The things that are above, mind ye, not
the things on the earth, for ye died away, and
your life hath been hidden with Christ in God"
Of old it was “the mystery” hidden in God, but
now “YOUR LIFE has been hidden with Christ in
God." and this gives us a wonderful part of the
key to “the mystery:” surely, we need to bring
Colossians 3 more into consideration. Of old there
was lhEIP‘IFEIET}’ hidden in God. Now those words
~In God" are very striking, but, in the present time,
itis “your life is hid WITH CHRIST in Cod”, Not
merely the mystery, but your life~Your life with
Christ. That difficult reading in chapter 2 where

we see Christ and God linked together, and the
treasures hidden IN Christ and thus hidden in
God, will afford a very striking parallel.

May it not be that “the mystery” contains
something of the teaching that John 17 brings
before us? “That they may be one, as Thou,
Father, art in Me and [ in Thee.” We realise the
force of this in the three-fold “sun” of Ephesians
1:6—"sun " with the word “kleronomos” (heirs
together}—"sun" with the word “soma" (bodied
tchihnr}: “sun" with the word "metochos” (par-
takers together), A threefold stress on the word
“sun." These two prepositions of “the mystery”
are “en” and “sun,"—"in" and “‘together with."
“Christ IN you, the hope of the glory,” means not
nn:iy in you individually, but in you collectively,
and your life hid with Christ in God. Now the
marvellous fact is that poor Gentile sinmers,”
called uncircumcision by that which is called
circumecision in the flesh, made by hands,"
should be brought into this wondrous union. It
would not seem so remarkable, having the earlier
Seriptures in our hands, to find Ihcétws receiving
wonderful privileges, but that poor Gentile sinners
should be thus entwined with such, and that Jew
and Gentile in Christ should be brought into the
very presence of God; that they mquld be n.'[ﬁrb
sented in the glory: that, the veil being rent, they
should be those who have a share in the Most
Holy Place. This is indeed marvellous. The
mystery,” therefore, isoneof union with Christ, and,
consequently, with one another. The Apostle says
in another passage, “This is a great mystery, but
I speak concerning Christ and the church.” May
it IE: said reverently, that we cannot understand
the mystery without the wonderful thought of the
Lord's people being so closely entwined with their
Lord? It 15 wonderful that God should arrange
this. We have done nothing to deserve it. The
apostle may well say " a great mystery,” but this
mystery is a fact, like “the mystery of godliness,”
wf"]?ch is called “great” (1 Tim. 3:16), and must
therefore be approached with “godly reverence”
as the word imglics. Yes, this mystery, though

at, is real; "Christ and the Church" says
Ephesians 5: 132, that is, inseparable, with common
interests, All His perfectness and all His merits
made available for His own, This is the promise.
By nature we, as sinners of the Gentiles had
nothing to do with the promise. To lsrael were
made known the covenants of the promise. Not
only one covenant. More than one covenant is
found in the earlier scriptures connected with the
promise, The promise has heavenly blessings, and
earthly blessings alike, and they are hinted in the
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earlier part of Scripture, but they are, in measyre
hidden there, Mark the clear statement of Romans
3, dealing with a somewhat similar subject. The
apostle, speaking of righteousness, says, “But NOws
the righteousness of God, without the law, hae
been manifested” as much as to say it was po
manifested before, but he adds, “BEING witnesseq
by the law and the prophets.” Assoon asitisman;j.
fested, the law and the prophets bear theiy
wwolold corroboratory witmess. They contaip
nothing contradictory. So with this mystery.
Romans 16:24 brings before us the strikip
statement, “But to Him That has power to haye
established you according to my Gospel, and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, (that is the first thing)
according to the unveiling of the mystery” (that g
the second thing), “The mystery” is always second
The Gospel is first; the mystery next. Just as jp
Acts 2, they first believed, and then were baptiseq.
the next thing was the receiving the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and there is not much doubt but thag
the teaching of “the mystery,” and the experience
of being in the One Body, when the Lord arrangeq
this on the Day of Pentecost, were very closely
related. Returning to Romans 16, “According 1o
the unveiling of the mystery, having been silenced
in times of the ages, (just the same words—
“silenced” is similar to “hidden”) but now made
manifest, (the shinin%afmh word,) and through
prophetic Scriptures having been made knowm *
It will be noticed that, just as the apostle jp
Romans 7 says, “It has been manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets,” he addg
at once here, having spoken of this being mapi.
fested, “AND through prophetic Scriptures having
been made known.” Does this only refer to New
Testament prophets? The writer thinks not, The
apostle in 1 Corinthians 2, when speaking of the
mystery, refers back to the earlier part of Scrj
ture. What does it say in Isaiah 647 "For since the
beginnning of the world, men have not heard, noy
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seeq
0 God, beside Thee, what He hath prepared for hjpy
that waiteth for Him." Now mark the next verga
which if we mistake not, speaks of “the mystepy, =
Let us not be afraid to find, in the light of the Ney,
Testament Scripture, “the mystery” in the Old
Testament Scriptures. It is "silenced” there; the
Holy Spirit says'so, but it is not absent therefroy,
“Thou meetest Him That rejoiceth and Wﬂrkcﬂ{
righteousness, (that is Christ), THOSE that reme,
ber Thee in Thy ways'" (verse 5. How are e
to account for the change from the singular g th
plural? Only in the light of “the mystery” cap .
understand it, for here is the link of the redggmw;ﬁ

with their Lord, inseparable, that He breaks down
mere ordinary grammar. “Thou meetest HIM" is
at once changed to the plural, “THE ONES that
remember Thee in Thy ways.” Not that they work
righteousness to secure a righteousness of their
own. The ONE Who works righteousness is seen
here first. Then follow, “those that remember
Thee.” They are joined with Him in His perfect-
ness, although as verse 6 adds, “All our righteous-
nesses are as filthy rags.” Thus we have brought
before us an indication of “the mystery” in the
VERY passage to which the Holy Spirit alludés in
that chapter (1 Cor. 2.) Doubtless other passages
could be multiplied. Only one more will be quoted,
—"HE shall receive the blessing from the Lord,
and righteousness from the God of his salvation;
this is the GENERATION of THOSE that enquire
for Him, that seek Thy face O Jacob” Psalm 24:
5.6). Hence we are told, “a SEED shall serve Him,
it shall be accounted to the Lord for a GENERA-
TION" (Psalm 22:30). How are we to understand
the grammatical sequence in verses 5 and 6 of
Psalm 247 “The mystery” is the key; the Lord
Jesus is the One spoken of as the Perfectly
Righteous Servant o the earlier verses of this
assage. Just as in Isaiah 64 we have righteousness
Bes and then the mystery, so is it in Psalm 24, s0
ic it in the Epistle to the Romans, so it is in 1 Corin-
thians 2; there is the stress on the Gospel first, and
“the mystery” next. The work of the Lord Jesus
Christ in fully meeting all the demands of “law,
the work of the Lord Jesus Christ in His life, death,
and resurrection are clearly brought before us in
Scripture in their wonderful sequence. He lived,
causing a righteousness. He died, that He might
bear the sin of many, and that all His work might
be available for His blood-bought people, but in
resurrection they are united with Him, and that
is “the mystery.” There is no union with Christ
the other side of the grave. We are joined to Him
an resurrection ground, and that is “the mystery,”
association with Him there.
pefore Christ ded, all His perfectness could
not be viewed as made ours, though His promise
was equal, in one sense, to the performance. But
the Corn of wheat had not fallen into the ground
and died, so could not bring forth fruit, but when
He died, He in resurrection brought forth much
fruit (John 12:24). His people are the fruit. Here
is “the mystery." Our life is with Him. Our union
is with Him. This, we can now see, is hinted in
the earlier Scriptures, for we read of the promise;
but how amazing that the Gentiles should have
3 share in the promise! Oh how wonderful it is!
If the Lord will, to be continued.



THE MYSTERY

(concluded)

"But.” you will perhaps say, "Why should we
look back to the earlier Scriptures at all? Is not
this only to be found in the writings of Paul"? The
writer, thinks not, for the statement in Romans
16:25, 26 is “Which hath been SILENCED . . . in
the Scriptures;” this would imply it was there, but
kept under, if one may so express it. In Ephesians

we have a similar thought, for the apostle says
“Which in distinct gencrations was not made
known to the sons of men, as it is now unveiled 1o
His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit.”
Mark all that is said here, “It was not made known
to the sons of men." It is now revealed 10 His holy
apostles and prophets.”” Not only to God's servant
Paul; observe the plural. But who are the apostles
and prophets in Ephninns.’ Chapter 2:20 says,
the foundation is of apostles and prophets; but of
what building? It is an holy temple in the Lord,
a habitation of God through the Spirit. Searching
through this Epistle it will be found that the
thought of the Most Holy Place, God's Dwelling
Place, is made parallel with the idea of the body,
and the Church, and the unity of saints. Different
aspects and figures are brought together 1o bring
out something of the fulness and the blessedness of
those who are so wondrously joined to their Lord,
that they are made a habitation of God in Spirit.
Now mark another contrast, "It was not made
known AS it was now unveiled.” The “AS" is
suggestive. In the earlier Scriptures, there were
promises; they were veiled, but they were there.
But they were not made known AS they are now
unveiled. Thus we see not only is there something
fresh in the later Scriptures, but there is a remov-
ing of the veil from off that which is expressed in
a dark enigma in the earlier Scriptures. There are
certain passages, for example, the Song of
Solomon, which become much clearer in the light
of “the mystery,” and therefore, just as witness is
borne to righteousness by the law and prophets,
so the prophetic Scriptures of the earlier part of
God's Book bear their testimony ro “the mystery.”
This has an important bearing on Revelation 1o for

the apostles there declares in verse 7, “But in the
days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is
about to be sounding (Mark these words “When he
Is about to be sounding”) there was ended the
mrsn:erii of God, as lle preached the Gospel
(eueggilise) w His Own bondservants, the pro-
phets.” Already we have seen a stress on the pro-
phets in the quotation from 1 Corinthians 2, and the
Prophetic Scriptures in Romans 16, Here (Rev. 10)
we are told that the mystery of God will be ended
when the angel is about 1o sound. Why? Because
the Lord’s work in the present dispensation will
then be complete. It is important to notice this.
It contains in it, if the writer mistake not, the
pledge of a revival; and, furthermore, a clear state-
ment as to when the time of the present dispensa-
tion shall have run out. When the angel is ABOUT
to sound, not when he begins ro sound, the mystery
is ended. Why? Because when he sounds, the
saints are caught up, in accord with the words
that are linked with the word “mystery” in
Corinthians 15:¢1, 52—"Behold, | shew you a
mystery, we shuf? not all sleep. but we shall all be
changed in 2 moment, (an atom) in the twinkling
of an eye, IN THE LAST TRUMP." Therefore the
mystery must be ended just before this last or
seventh trump, that so it may be caught up, and 1o
these words we may add that striking testimony of
1 Timothy 7:16. After a reference to the word
“church,” the Holy ngrir. says, “And conflessedly
great is the mystery that is linked with the rever-
ence. God or He Wha) was manifested in fesh,
declared righteous in  Spirit, seen by angels,
heralded among the nations, believed on in the
world, received up in Iﬂur}r." That HAS taken
place in one sense, but has’it taken place fully?
Christ was declared righteous in Spirit, for He was
raised because of our “righteousncssing” (Rom.
4:25). He was scen by angels when he led cap-
tivity captive. He was heralded among nations,
and the testimony poes on, and He is helieved on
in the world, but that testimony is not accom.
plished yet. Christ “mystically” shall be received
up in gr: "It is a preat mystery, but | speak
concerning Christ and the Church” You cannot
sever the two in the mystery, hence the stress on
the word “Christ” in this connection. There may
be temporary “gaps,” in the carrying out of Divine
workings. Israel wandered for Torty years in the
wilderness. and there is a gap in “the seventy
sevens.” (Daniel 9:24-27.) So it scems there is 3
gap now. A gap that man's failure has brought
about. and we cannot appropriate to ourselves in
all their fulness the many words that describe the
wonderful privileges that the redeemed had when



the Lord founded His Church at Pentecost.  But
there shall be a reviving and when that reviving
is completed the Lord will be pleased to apjpear
and His redeemed shall be caught up in Glory.
May this view of God's teaching as 10 the mystery,
not enly encourage us o pray more in the spirit,
and make us feel our failure more, but give, pers
haps, one of the most delinite statements that can
he found in the whole ol the pages of Scripiure as
1o the ending of the present dispensation. May the
Lord enable us to accept His Truth and live grate-
fully in the light of it

QUESTIONS

Q. Please exploin Matthew 1324 and Romens
1116,

Ao First coming to the Matthew  passage, |
would sugpest that as soon as the Lord turned
away [rom lsracl, whether in chapter 12 or chap-
ter E'i. He laid a stress on the present dispensation,
and that neither in Matthew 13 nor in Matthew 24
have we a view of some Tuture dispensation, hut
of the PRESENT dispensation. The passages are
similar and should be studied prayerfully together,
Undoubtedly the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven in Matthew give us the history of the
whaole dispensation. In the first parable we have
the WORID of the kingdom, sown by the Sower,
but in the parable of the Sower no church is
formed. In the second parable, we have the
kingdom of the heavens, that is, the new dispensa-
tion is viewed as begun, and everything is distinct.
I will not say entirely mpnr:tlr:,rgm distinet. The
seerd is sown into the ground in the first parable,
but the pood seed ARE the children of the king-

dom, in the second. They are identified with this, |

A work has, 1 believe, taken place. The second
parable views Christ's resurrection as past, and
here we have not different pieces of ground, but
the one field, lis field, and awhile there is only
pondd seed, but the enemy comes and sows tlares,
and that is, if | mistake not. the beginning of
Christendom. The church is alered to Christen-
dom, to the extent Satan can aler it—as an
carthly executive. In the third parable of the
mustard sced we have the development of religious
greatness which is so contrary to the mind of the
Lord. In the fourth parable we see the mystery of
lawlessness, inwarking, and of evil mn'ur:nnf all
the “fine flour” doctrine until the climax will be
—the whole is leavened. This parable goes plainly
on till the end, until the whole be leavened. In
the fifth parable we have brought before us the
treasure that is hid in the field. The thought seems
to be that the Lord has His people as hidden ones,

and He views them as very precious to Him, and
that portion of Truth is in measure realised, but
we are waiting earnestly for the revival of which
the sixth parable speaks, when the saints will, nog
only realise they are hid treasure, as many of
them do realise now, but that they are to illustrate
in measure that they are one pearl, to be more than
hid treasure, for the saints of God are to be 1w
gether in a wonderful unity toward the end of this
dispensation. In connection with that there vill
be the preaching of the Gospel and the testimony
which the seventh parable shows. Thus we have
brought before us the history of this dispensation
most markedly, As 1o what you say concerning
Romans, | am largely of one mind with you, ex-
cept that | do not Ii{c the word "separate.” The
mystery does not seem to me entirely separate
from the Gospel, but wonderfully linked thereto
If 1 might sum it up in words that are not com-
plete, but which will give you some idea,—The
mystery is subjective, the Gospel is objective. The
Gospel is Christ for me, The mystery is Christ in
me. 1 Corinthians 15 says, | make known to you,
brethren, the Gospel.” and that Gospel is, “Christ
died for our sins according 1o the Scriptures,—He
was buried and He hath been raised,” but the
mystery is that “ye died and your life has been
hid with Christ in God" Hence it is closely
related.

Q. This mystery was made known to Paul, but
in whut relation do the other apostles stand to
that? And what was this mystery made known ro
him? The earlier part of Acts could not have con-
tuined teaching concerning this mystery.

A. But it was made “known to Christ’s apostles,
and prophets,” is the statement of the apostle who
particularly spoke concerning it. Undoubtedly the
Acts shows plainly that the Lord's dear servams
were slow to grasp the blessed unity of saved Jew
and Gentile in Christ. Consequently they were
slow to turn to the Gentiles, and the Lord raised
up Paul 1o fill the gap of Judas, and limited Peter,
Originally the testimony to Peter was “Go ye into
all the world,” "Go ye therefore and teach al)
nations,” and when he held back, Galatians 3
shows he became the apostle of the circumcision,
He was not that at the first. But if we hold back,
the Lord, Who took of the Spirit from Mases and
gave it to others, will limit our sphere; and Payl
was particularly made an apostle of the Gentiles,
and, as such, emphasised the wonderful mystery
that Gentiles should be co-heirs. Consequently,
though the Lord Jesus Christ built His church on
resurrection ground, as the Acts shows, and the



Spirit of God descended on the Day of Pentecost,
there was not at first anything like the full under-
standing of the mystery. There was man's attempt
to hinder it, and till a large number of Gentiles had
been saved, as well as Jews, and Jews and Gentiles
linked together, there could not be the exemplifica-
tion of the mystery on earth, and the manifesta-
tion of the manifold wisdom of God. Sad 1o relate,
almost as soon as the manilestation had been
wondrously reached, manifest failure set in. Such
is man, let us be warned and humbled belore our
God.

Q. Did you use the word “the mystery caught
up”? Was it advisable?

A. 1 did not mean 1o imEL:.f that the mystery
as a doctrine was caught up, but | was referring to
the passape where we read of the Lord Jesus Christ
received up in glory, where there scems to be a
special reference to His earthly representatives
being received up. He was received up at the
beginning of the dispensation. They are received
up at the end of it, and thus there is the complete-
ness of the saints of the present dispensation, and
the link with the saints of previous dispensations,
for God has provided some better thing that they
without us should not be made perfect, but that
we should be united together, and so Abraham,
and lsaac, and Jacob, and the prophets, and the
Gentile saints of the present dispensation will be
together in the glory. 1 used the words in that
connection, but | am thankful that you give me the
opportunity of explaining what I did not mean.
Perhaps the words were inadvisable.

Q. You substituted the word “untrackable™ for
“unscarchable,” are not the iwo words the same?

A. The idea of a track is, | suppose, something
whercupon we walk, and as that is the term which
the Holy Spirit has used, and as there is another
word for unsearchable, it seems wiser to keep to
it. | think a large number of believers have
adopted that translation.

Q. You would not preach this mysiery to
sinners!

A, “We speak wisdom among them that are
full grown.” You do not primarily preach a sub-
jective Gospel to sinners, but an Objective CHRIST
and His finished work on Calvary. Believers are
to realise Christ in them and their relation to one
another in Him, and to Himself, wondrously pic-
wred by the Mercyseat and the Cherubim.

{concluded)
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