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1. TWaat is the Churd?

2, What is the Tribulation?

3. What is the Gospel?l

4., what is the Kingdom?

5. The Wonderfulness of God's love to the Lost.

6. Questions prayerfully considered in the

Light of Scripture.

I take it beloved friends, that we start from the stend-
point of ackmowledging the Lord, not simply aclnowledging Him as
Sa¥iour, but as Lard., To us %cripture is the Word of God, being
applied by the Holy Spirit to owr hearts end consciences as such,
Contradictions are not to be fownd there. Truth is truth, and we
honow, velue, and love the whole of ocur mecious Bible. If any-
thing is popular, but not in the Scripture, we hate it, however many
“hold it as part of their creed. If anything is unpopular, but in
the Sceripture, we want to love it though many spurn and despise that
whioh God has declared. Moreover, while we have the lamp that
shineth In a dark place, we look forward to the time when the day
ghall dawn and the Light Bringer arise., We watch far our Saviour,

end though there may be among us errors of interpretation as to
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unity in Christ, but the further ity of looking for Christ with

s order nf nranhetiec evants, I trust we have not only the nrimery

heart-longing. Arguent, wordy argument, with tlose who differ
s to monhetic stuly and who have not sniritual affection for the
lord's Coming, 1s a weste of timr, But when there is first that
ppiritual wnity of affestion for Christ which longs te see Him,
then it 1= decoming that children of UJod should, with quletness
of manner*, and with orayerful denmdence, senrk to f£ind cut what God
‘haa RYVEALED as to the order of events, The secret thinga‘; telong
to the lord our Uod, in this sanse as well as in the sense in which
Denteronomy uses the words. We can add, the things that are
revealed btelong to us, and belong to us that we may'do". God
has givan us Sorinture with a vurnose, and I hope we can say that
it 1» our longing to b led nf the 8nirit of God along the meth of
ohedienos which lends INTO all the Truth. Therefore without any
quarreling and without the ettituds of oroud contemot, we desire
to anoroadh Scrinture, not that we may esek to ersct our differences
against one smother, but that these m.y be thrown down, and every
high thou,hit drought into lbbjéotion to the obedience of Christ.
What i the Charch? T take 1t, baloved friends, that
gathered, as we n1¥ , in the Lord's merocy, this evening, our haarts
ars clear tha term”ochirch” does not mean a building of stons, or
brick, nor dors it simify a netional organisation, but the word
is used in Soripture for 1little companies of the redeemed carrying
out the Lord's will in 4ifferent towne, AND the same word is wsed
for an aggregate of certain saints who are onlled THE (HUKXCH. At

nrasent we are not oonscerned as to the little comnanies in different
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towns. (Iskould rather put it, at present owr subject is
not concerned with these little companies, - I hope we are always
concerned with regard to them, longing to see such established
by grace, for with God all things are possible). Our subject
relates to the aggregate, the complete compeny. What is the
church? Does it commehend all the saints of all dispensations,
or the saints of the present di spensation, or soms of the
saints of the mressnt di spensation or is there a fourth
alternative? The first declaration of our‘boloved Lord to
- which our minds and hearts, are attracted is in Matthew 16
(Matthew, be 1t noticed, is the only Gospel which mentions
the church). In the 18th verse we read, "And I say unto
thee, that thou are Peter, (a stone) and on this Rock(Christ
Himself) I will build as a house XKy Church and gates of Hades
shall not have strength against 1t", strength to hold it down.
Here then we have Wrought before us that Christ spesaks of His
church. At once we begin to feel, - Are there various churches
in the "aggregate" sense? Is there a dif ference between
"My chweh" "The diurch which is fu:i Body" and the expression
"thurch of God"™? Now every Scripture tarmrthat is distinct
must have a distinet aspect, but distinct aspect is not always
distinct existence. Jesus is Christ, but there 1s a special
meaning when we have one nam and when we have another, and &
still different stress when we read "Jesus Christ", and yet a
fourth aspect when we find the arder "Christ Jesus"., I do

not mean that any one of us can say, I have explored all these

points. Wy know very little of them, but reverance#:or God
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‘compels us to acknowledge there is not a single occurrence
in Scripture of any name where enother could ® used with equal
propristy. Nor is there a single case where the words could
bé altered one iota without damaging the passage. "As for God,
His way 1s merfect", "The words of the Lord are pure words....
purified seven times" - there is rno dross., I take it, there-
fore that;;ubject like this needs very definite, prayerful,
careful, heart-searching study. I will express what I believey
1s in accord with the mind of (od briefly, and say it seems to
me that the "My church" of Matthew 16 is the church which ie
Cchrist's body, of Ephesians and Colossians; that'tho exXpression
"church" in 1 Corinthiens 12. 28 brings out a similar thought; that
the term "church of God" 1s commonly used for a local expression
of this larger aggregate. The Lord here states "Upen this
Rock I will build My church". We read oftentimes of events
which are sure, as if in the past, when they are actually
futuwre. The tenses of Scripture are a very precious study,
and though 1t would he Possible to use a future tense with
a past force in éertéin contexts, yet unless we have evidence
to the contrary the child-like di sciple infers from the
Divine lmguage that the churchtas not commenced when Christ
spoke these aﬁi’iﬁﬁi The churchws future. If this be not
so, the burden of mroof otherwise, that is, Scriptwal preof,
is upon those who deny what appears to be the evident mpaning
of Christ's words, I take 1t that Seripture is written for

disciples, and one of the greatest dnagers we have 18 that we
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are too clever for the Scriptura, We kmow so much that we know
very little. If we could only come to God's book with an
absolutely open heart, we should go away with an absolutely
£ull heart; amd e overflowing heart. "The meek will He
geids in Juigment, end the meek will Ke teach His way". We
‘often have so many theories and bellefs that we have not room
for ancther grain of Truth. . Oh that there-may be a holy
receptiveness, though it is well to combine the open heart
toward God, with the closed heart toward human imeginations
and the oper mouth toward poor lost sinners. This passage
seems to link the building of the church with Christ's reswr-
rection. We find in the Book of Acts that when the Day of

. l':'i: = ~ t
Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one

place, and that the Holy Spirit came down. 1 Corinthians 12
declares that by one Spirit the believers addressed were all baptised
into one body. I tal® it therefare that these words, and
others, concerning the Spirit imply that there could not have
been the one body till the Day of Pentecost, but the'church

is His body. Pentecost, assoclated with the new meal offering
of the type, (mark the ward "new") -~ Pentecost dates from

the reswrection morning and thus everything combines to
suggest the birthday of the church was the day of Pentecost.
The word "ecclesia' Divinely used, signifies a called-out-
company. The term "called-out" involves the thought of
separation from the world, but it furthor aiggeats a Divine

summoning of those called out for a purpose, called out by
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One Who has a right to call. Indeed, the word is a
Grecian legal word for the official gathering of the free-
man of a city, armd those who are the freemen of the heavenly
city in Acts 2 are regarded as the church. But we must not
forget the association with the Hebrew word " ‘bﬂfD "
which is again and again rendered "congregation". The con=
gregation of Isrsel was e type of the church. Hence we read
in Acts 7 of the church in the wilderness. Some :swtaken
this usage as an argument for the widening of the term "church"
in the mresent dispensation, If I mistake not, their view-
point would almost compel a widening of words regarding salvation
which are used of the lLord Jesus, because those words are used of
the types, (for example Jude 5). The truly reverent position
is to say, "The terms used of the types are realised in the
Anti-type, and in like manner Israel's brought out company with
e wondrous unity and a manifest earthlj centre was a type of
the church". At once the difficulty suggests itself, To
vhat extent does that type contain parallels, and to what
oxtent has it contrasts? Types are most difficult to handle
unless the Holy Spirit has made clear the Lord's teaching. I
was met by one this week who said to me, "Has it ever been
suggested to you that the Cherubim are evil spirits? That
God compelled them to block the entrance into Eden, and that
they were put in the Holiest of all, made to look on to the blood
though they did not 1like it, they were made to see the Triumph
of Christ?" I said -
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that 1t seemsd to me that such an interpretation was quite
out of harmony with Scripture, but that the point which
eattléd the question was "The veil, that is to say, His
flesh". We know how thet wondrous and glorious veil is
marked out by THE HOLY SPIRIT as a piceture, a type of the
flesh of our beloved Lord, but we read in Exodus 26 that
this vell wua made with cherubim. Now this seems to me a
wondrous illustration of how the Holy Spirit settles a
point. Hebrews 10 shatters any theory that the cherubim
could have piotured evil, bhecause there was no evil in the
flesh of the Lord Jesus but unless the Holy Soirit gives us
a key to a type we have to be very careful, lest we are
forcing a parallel where He intends a contrast, inasmuch
as every tyne falls short. Pers;nally, I believe that
the unity of Israel was a type of the'unity of the church
even as the bringing out of Egypé was a type. I go a step
further and suggest that the earthly unity waas deeply
important, - but there are meny who beer the preéious Name
of the Lord Jesus and who have carefully'studied the
Sceriptures who are ineclined to use the word “church" with
resnect to the saints who have fallen asleep. If I mistake
not the expressions "church militant" and "Church triumphant"
are totally out of place at the present time, - that the
Holy Spirit formed the church on the Day of Pentecost and
that when children of God fell asleep they were not viewed

in the same asvact as being in that church. They were
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still of the family, being children of God in heaven and earth.
The saints who have fallen asleep, and those who are living,
were and are, thus linked, but the term "Chureh" for the most
vart suggests the visible executive of Christ on the earth,
just as the essembly of Israel was God's manifest centre on
earth. It ias impossible to work out all thess ncints now.
I can only start 1lines of thought with the hope that the Lord's
peopnle present will either bring forward some Scripture which
they think controverts them, at the end of the meeting, or if
wnahble to do 8o, that they will follow out ALL the Scriptures
t111 they come to a conclusion well pleasing imto the lLord.
The term "Church" in genersl seems to be used with regard to
an earthly executive reuresenting the lord in the glory.
Secondly, the church was ever changing in this asvect. I
do not doubt thet in one sense a believer built into the
cghurch is in a building which groweth into a holy temple in
the Lord, and that in this heavenly asvpect of the church
thers i3 a continuance of the Divine work, but that i= hardly
the asnact which has repeated rrominence in Secripture. This
aspact is that, shall I say, of a Divine citadel on earth,
to be & contrast with the world. Ephesians 5 brings before us
the company of the redeemed under the figure of the Bride,
and the Body. These two figures are distinet, though beauti-
fully related. In the future our beloved Lord will present
to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or

any such thing. He loved the church, and gave Himself for

it. It was the object of His affection, and, though
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Abraham was not in the kingdom of Heaven, he SHALL be, according
to the promise of Matthew's Gospel, for it is said that he wiil
be seen there. 1In like manner though he was not in the church,
becauge the churchws not then formed on earth, I believe
that in resurrection glory, when there is the visible church,
oresented to Christ Himself as a glorious church, Scripture
shows Abraham will be part of it, The Lord's people as a
whole seem thus united, and;intthew 16 apoear's to promise‘this
where it adds, "The gates of Hades shall not ha§e strength
to hold it down", The o0ld time saints used to go to Hades.
When Christ died end rose again they were remowed from Hades.
The;e is a suggestiveness in the wording in the light of Hebrews 2,

"In one Spirit were we all baptized into one body"
i3 the Divine statement. The baptism in the Spirit was, if
I miskake not, alweys visible. In Acts 2, in Aects 8, in Acts
10, 1n Acts 19 1t was followed by manifest signs. - In the
BARTHLY as9ect therefors, can we be said to be the one bady
1f we have not the baptism in the one Spirit which was into
1£t? Do not the terms “baptism" and "body" imply somethiﬁg
visibla? And have we not a Divine stiggestiveness in the
fact that the later eoistles distinctly OMIT the expressions
"hody", "bride", and "church"? Not that the heavenly aspect
is changed, but that the earthly aspect which was so prominent
when the lord's people were united, is temporarily veliled,
and therefore it becomes us to use the same caution in the

use of these words. I cannot, beloved fitends, find any
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Scripture for saying that a belisver who is living with
a large measure of fallure at the present time will have
a higher position in the glory than Abrsgham. I can find
evidence that those who are saved by grace are blessed
WITH believing Abrsham. I can find evidence that the
Lord's people in the present dispensation are richly
blessed individually, and collsctively, but I cannot find
the term "body" used with resnect to the manifestation
of Christ's work on earth when there is flixed disorder,
when there is perpetuated confusion, (but, thanks be unto
God, not peroetual confusion), and when sects and systems
of men are brought to the front. The Acts, .is,if I
mistake not, the only CHURCH history. Psrallel with
the book of Joshua, it 1s follvwed by a parallel with
the book of Judges. Ruin among men set in, and weakness
remains., The Lord's plan is not frustrated, but as with
Israel's temple of 0ld, the Shekinah glory is awhile
unseen, True the glory shall come again, and the Lord
shall take up the threads of history, and there SHALL
be presented to Himself a glorious church, but when we
find believers at the vnresent day declaring that they have
been invisibly baptized into one body, and others who
claim that they reaived certain supernatural gifts of
spe aking with tongues when they were baptized, we are
compelled, with Seripture in front of us, to doubt both

contentions, to say nothing of the Ahglican claim in
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confirmation®. We are compelled to doubt these things, and
to realise the fallure which Scripture has marked out as the
present state of affairs, yet to be conscious that our living
lord still lives, and that He will never fail in carrying
out His work.

What is the tribulation? And this very briefly.
The term "tribulation" comss in English from a word for a
threshing instrument. Wé_know in Isaiah of a sharp threshing
instrument having teeth. Tribulation is in ONE sense the
reverse tol persecution. Persecution is pursuit to make a
man RUN AWAY. Tribulation is that which comes down upon him
to orush him. Both are needed by the Lord's people and both
produce the manifestation of that which the Lord has placed
within. The believer shows his LIFE by running when
versecution comes, and he runs to the house of defence:~ but
he shows what he has IN him when tribulation comes, for it
only rubs off the outer husks that the grain which the ILord
has put there may be the more nrepared for glory. Tribulation
therefore is, by‘ﬁm.means, 8 usual_Scriptufal parallel with
wrath. In Matthew 13,321 we read of tribulation arising
because of the word. In John 16, 33, the Lord says, "In
the world ye shall have tribulation". Acts 14, 22 - We
must, through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.
So in Romans 5. 3 and 8. 35 tribulation affects the s aints.
Indeed, trroughout the later Soriptures far the larger number

of passages conoerning tribulation are concerning the test

of the Lord's people. The exceptions are few. Romans 2. 9
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is ons, 2 Thes. 1 speaks of tribulation to those who trouble

or tribulate you, and Revelation 2. 22 is the Divine answer to man's
wickedness, where the Lord says to those in Thyatira, they

shall be casé into great tribulation. But this same Book of
Revelation coupdes tribulation with John in chapter 1, 9, and
with the faithful angel of the church in Smyrna in chapter 2.

9. Let me repeat it, the majority of océurrenées refer to

the Lord's veonle. Consequently there is nothing in tribﬁlation
that would be unfitting for a child of God in the present
dispensation. Tribulation is not wratﬁ. Is THE GREAT
TRIBULATION distinptly contrasted with tribulations, or is it

the climax of them? Ia there any Secripture which says the

great tribulation is wrath? Matthew 24vbrings before us a
unique tribulation and so does Revelation 7. 14 where we have the
exact words "The great tribulation". The saints Who have come
out from the great tribuvlation in Kevelation 7 are viewed as a
heavenly people. They are from all nations and are seen in
HEAVEN when the remmant of Israel have been sealed on EARTH.

Thigs seems of the greatest importance. God resumes dealings
with Israel in Revelation 7 in the first few verses and they are
on earth, whereas thoss who are seen next in Revelatlon 7 are NOT
ISRAEL, AND NOT ON BARTH. The scene is plainly heavenly, and
includes evidently those who have been under the altar in the
fifth seal of Revelation 6. It is deeply lmportant to notice that
Israel are not teken up in the Book of Revelation when the

geals start. This is a most important point with regard to
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the order of nroohetic events. 1Israel are not taken up in
the book of Revelation till the sixth seal. The great
tribulation appears from Matthew 24 to be the climax of the
present age leading uo to the glorious coming of our beloved Lord.

What is the Gospei? The word signifies a message
that is well, and well is it with ouwr hearts when we have
exparienced this., There are many added terms with respect
to the Gospel. The Gosvel of the grace of God, the Gospel
of the Kingdom, th.GosDel of the Glory of Christ, the Gospel
of Christ, the Gospsl of God, the Gospel of peace, and so forth.,
Do theae signify so many different Gospels? or so many aspects
of THE Gospel? It is remarkable that the only one of the
four narratives of Christ's 1life which mentions the church
(Matthew) mentions more than once the Qospel of the Kingdom,
Matthew 4. 23; 9., 35; and 24, 14, The QGospel of the
Kingdom 18 not a gospel of works, there is nothing of human
merit or natural works with regard to it. Owr beloved Lord
appointed a Qospel to be;preached, He named it the Gospel
of the Kingdom. In Matthewld we find the paraebles of the
Kingdom. The first one begins with the Word of the Kingdom,
and the saints in the present disnenaation are viewed as
the whoat, with the tares in their midst; and described as
the hid treasure, and then as the one pearl. The saints
are seen in the parasbles of the kingdom of heaven. Undoubtedly
there are different aspects, but are there different Gospels?

:' We read of the Gospel of the uncircumcision, the Gospel of the

circumcision. Were these two Gospels? or two apheres of the
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one Gospel? The context will give a very definite answer. Paul
was most concerned it should be clear that there was but one Gospel,
and that those who were Jews by birth were saved as the Gentiles
and had no right to compel the Gentiles to judaize. Why? There
is in the present time but one Gospel, the glorious Gospel of the
grace of God.

What is the Kingdom? Though the term Kingdom may be
used generally to desoribe God's oversight, (for His Kingdom ruleth
over all), yet specially wa think of the Kingdom with regard to
that futwre time when the Lord shall reign on earth, before His
ancients gloriously. Therefore we read, "Through ruch tribulation
we must enter into the Kingdom of God," it is future. We are
called into His Kingdom and glory, but i1s there no aapect of it
now? Yes, Revelation 1 says, "The Kingdom and patience". Then it
will be the Kingdom and glory, NOW the kingdom end patience. Why
1s this? The Lord Jesus came and presented Himself as King
fulfilling nart of Zech. 9. He was despised. His psople,
in accord with this, are still thp world 's outcasts. It was
AFTER that event the Lord Jesus Christ sald, "Now is the judgment
of this world", A child of God has no right now to take any
share in polities or conflict. The fact that Christ presented
Himself es King, and dd not receive the Kingdom means that the
belisver has no nosition in the world's government. I mean no
RIGHTFUL position. That there are believers who take a share,

1 am sorrowfully convinced, but the Scripture holds good. "If

we remain under, we shall reign with Him", and if believers do not
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remain under, though they will be saved, they are not promised
a share in the world-government when Christ reigns as King. It
seems to me plain from Scripture that the sin of co-operating
in the world's government, unless it is confesséd before the
Lord, must hinder from a prominent position in the Millennial
reign of the Lord Jesus Christ, This needs to be emphasized
uton the Lord's people, especially in connection with the solemn
ocrisis through which this nation and other nations are passing.
The believer, though he is always expected to be law-abiding,
can never forget the orowned rights of the Iord Jesus to the
Kingdom of all the earth. He can never forget this authority.>
He must therefore be one who while He prays for kings and all
that are in authority to-day and acknowledges God's goverdmental
position of these things, yet realises how earth has been marked
with the rejection of the Iord of Glory Himself. Among
ourselves, we cannot allow this re jection to be aoproved. Among
ourselves therafore we are to be, shall I say, a 1little kingdom?
It 1s ttue, helievers are not merely viewsd as subjeots. They
are closely related to the XKingd The subjects of the King, even

His citizens, sent a message after Him saying, "We will not have

boops, L

LI
over us". But we, by anticipation of the future

this ¥an to rule
are already in the NEW covenant which will yet be made with
Israsl. We in like menner are in the Kingdom, the Kingdom and
patience of Jasus Christ. Now it is the kingdom and PATIENCE.
We do not take up any sword, we only exercise the rules relating

to the Kingdom among the Lord's peopls. We cannot force the
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world to fall in with them. As soon as we do this, we make a
grave mistake. The foreing of arrangements of sainta like the
first day of the week upon the world, is contrary to the whole
apirit of belisvers in the present dispensation. The world

is out on one eide, the judgment of this world is marked out,
and believers are thus called to an entire separation, in the
power of the Holy Sonirit, from all that the world holds true,
Among themselves there is to he a recognition of the lord Jesus
Christ, in accord with His exprerssed wish. They are meanwhile
to SUBKIT themselves to avery ordinance of man, for the Lord's
sake, This is part of His will until He returns with the sword.
But AMONG THEMSEIVES in the worship, and in the ministry, and

in the fellowship which exists among the Lord's people, they
recognise that He alone is the Exalted One. Thus we have an
aspect of the Kingdom now, though the Kingdom is related to
"That Day", and I think if thies point is brought before us, and
if wo are to seek first the Kingdom of G4d and His righteousness,
we shall have few difficulties with regard to the expression

the Kingdom of God. We shall see the anoropriateness of the
term, u«nd understand why it is that at the end of the book of
Acts when Paul was at Rome itself, and among Gentiles, he was
st11l preaching that Kingdom of God and teaching the things

that concern our lord Jesus Christ. 1Indeed, the apostle in

the last epistle he wrots says, "Remember Jesus Christ of the
seed of David according to my Gospel", In other words, he ;

sonnects his gospel with Christ's relationship to David, - The
Gospel of the Kingdom.
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Oh how wondrous is God's love to the lost, which we
have received. That we, who were under a penalty of deserving
a death sentence which was indeed passed unon Adam and all
related to him, that we have a 1ife deliverance, and have been
made the righteousness of God in Christ. Smgil, small indeed,
are all the treasures earth can offer us. Small, small indeed,
are all our losses for His sake. If we do remain undepr, it
will be but for a few years. If we lose the world's esteem
and loge the world's glories, what are they compared with the
glory which our ILord has given us? We were loved with an
everlasting love though altogether loveless, and being united to
our beloved Lord we shall be with Him, part of that glorious
church which He shall present to Himself. Oh that it may be
ours, with true spiritual earnestness, to realise how the
exnression "church" and the description of the Kingdom alike
call us forth from fellowship with the world. Now is not the
time for settling down. It is not by an accident that this
sub ject has been avnointed for our first Friday since the
declaration of war. The thinge around us which we shall consider
more fully on Monday, if the Lord will, and to which I would
earnestly invite the Lord's people at Forest Gate, thes things
eround us which ars so berplexing and so serious only remind us
that as we behold them coming to pass our redemption draws nith.
"He that shall come will come and will not tarry", and we are

walting for tho placing as sons, even the redemption of the body.
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Qe In connection with the chureh, am I right in
taking the child born, in Revelation 12 as the re-~birth of the church?

A. I do not know Scripture for the term you use,
but 1t seems that in Revelation 12 there is to be a revival of faints
consciously in heavenly placea, and as the passage is associated
with a woman, it implies a collective unity, a woman being a
type of the chwurch. i should suggest that there will be a
revival as to the church.

Q. VWhy is this called a c¢child born there, and
Seripture says, in one of the other epistles, "Till we all
come into the wity", and then there are some who say that we
have stepped out of the childhood into ﬁhat which is perfect.

A. Yes, first of all, with regard to this passage
the word "child" is undoubtedly used, but &ma% there is also a
stress unon the MAN-child, the male bf strength. It seems fitting,
since the man-child is brought forth at the beginning of the
1260 days ﬁhat it should be described from the child's stand-
point, but the climax wndoubtedly will be the perfect ﬁan.
The moasure of the stature of the fulness of Christ, the
contrast with Antichrist, THE man, for we read that he has
the number of MAN. You see we heve the woman and the man
linked with Antichrist, in Revelation 17, and we have the woman
and the manchild in this passage. The woman is a system of
iniquity leading up to the man Antichrist. The woman here
leads up to a figurative manchild. There is a definite, if

not a complete contrast, but nevertheless Seripture implies
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that there will be more manifestation of power and that
there will be mre setting forth the preparation for
reigning, by the terms men or manchild. Scripture does
not bring before us independent queens with approval,
though as bellevers, we aclimowledge ALL authority.
Undoubtedly the bride will share the King's ruling,
but when the asnect of the bride is put on one side there
is no Scripture for queens. Bdbéion is marked out as evil
in that very connection. Consquently it is not surprising
that though we read of the Lord's people reigning with
Him, from the Bride's standpoint linked with Him, yet
where there is a stress on ruling and dignity end power
that they will have eB a reward for their faithfulness,
the men-aspect comes into prominence. As to the words
of 1 Corinthiensld, - when that which is perfect is come, that
which 1s in part shall be put out of working order. I
take it that we are cof one mind this cannot refer to the
present time, for earlier we read, "We know in part, and
we prophesy in part”., If that which is perfect has
already come, we know even as we are known! Surely we
cannot conceive of such a condition of things to-day. We
rejoice in what we do know, we are very thankful for all
the Lord has taught us. We have no complaints to nake
about the oresent from God's standpoint, but I shoulld be
grievously disapoointed if our knowledge was to be limited

to our present knowlsdge and I take 1t svery brother would

feel the same.
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Q. Those who are raised after the Iord!s
resurrection, ~ wili they eventually be in the church?

A. Yes, I believe so, according to Epheslans 1. 10.
in Christ.

Q. The catching up of the manchild to God's
threne 1s not quite c¢lear. '

A. The manchild is brought forth in heaven, is
it not? Consequently there is nothing earthly with regard
to the manchild. The woman has a two-fold position. She
is seen in heavenly places with heavenly surroundings, and
THEX she is seen in the wilderness just as the Iord's people
in Hebrews are viewed wiﬁhin the veil and outside the camp; -
the two positions being éommonly brought before us, aend in
that ordsr. She is seen in heavenly placea first, and we
can hear persecution IF we live in the presence of the
ILord first, but the manchild is nevar viewed with respect
to tribulation, The manchild comes forth, if I mistake
not, as a holy contrast with the ephah of Zech: 5 and in
this aspsct would bring hefore us a certain poweiful
reviving, which will anticipate the glory of THAT DaY.

The manchild then is snatched to God and Ris throne for
preservation's sake, for that seems the asvect hers. The
object of the dragon who draws the thptd part of the stars
of heaven, and thus drawas down individual helievers is to
destroy the wnited testimony. He desires to devour her

manchild as soon as it 1s born. As our 1life is hid with



21.
Cﬂrist in God, so God will grant a fulness of realisation of
this in the last days, and will make it verfectly clear that
though the system of truth is to be pe:sacute@ on earth, yet
believers have a heavenly hope ind a heavenly security. As
soon as the manchild is seen in heaven, the woman is no longer
seen in heaven. If the woman remained in heaven and the
manchild as well, I think there would be a grave problem. The
woman disapoearing from heaven at once, and nersecution feaching
its climax, I think, gives the key. In heavenly places the
woman aspect is followed by the stronger one of the manchild,
but in tridbulation the woman still remains the woman. Is it
at all clear?

Q. A little clearer.

A. The point of the woman disappearing firom the
heavenly places is so important in this ocontéxt. If you take
it that the Lord grants particular grace end particular spiritusl
blessing in so wondrous a condition of fellowship to His dear
peodle in those days, those who are associated with the manchild
testimony inside the veil, will also be part of the suffering-
woman-testimony on earth. A deéply important passage 1s at
the end of the chapter. The dragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed which keen
the commandments of God and bear the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Just as we have the united woman at the beginning of the chapter
and the indivhdual stars cast down, so here we have the preserved
woman at the end of the chapter, but the individual salnts may
lose their lives., He will think to wear out the saints of the



Most High.

Q. What di1d you intend to signify, when you said
"pemain under”.

A. The term for "suffer" is literally "remain under",
This implias a contrast with standing up for one's rights. As
gsoon a8 a child of God takes any share in agitation, or in
politics even by voting, I tale 1t unless that sin is confessed,
he forfeits the nromise to hsve special position in the Kingdom
of the lord Jesus.

Q. Havy you any Seripture for that?

A. "If we remain wnder, we shall reign with Him",
is the passage that was on my mind, which implies that if we do
not remain under we have not the enjoymont of the promise that
we shall reign with Him. Do we accept ths first part of
it, as being oconditional?

Q. It is not what I accept, I want to get the
Truth.

A. Do we accept the first part of it as being
conditional in Scriptuwre - "If we remain under"?

Q. I do not think that refers to the point at all
that you were speaking about,

A. But just let us look at the whole of the passage.

Q. I shouvld 1like to get at the truth of it. I
take no part in volitics and I was asked about it some 1little
while ago, and I said, the world will take care of its own

cartainly, and I am not wnder the rule of the prince of the
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powar of the air, bwt I do not know that I have a passage of
Seripture that I can quote to say that I should not do it.
Now can you give me one?

A, One bass age that hras been a grest held to me
is John 18. ™low My Kingdom if rot of this world, IF My
Kingdom were of this world, then would My servants fight",
wich seems to me to chow that the Lord sets hefore His
discioles one of tw things, - absolutely no share in politics;
or takin: un the eword to fight for the crown rights of the
Lord Jesus. As ths latter im f abidden, the o ther altsrnative
stands out, and the context stands ouvt, - NOW ls the juigment
of this world, and after sych words no saint has a right te
tel® a share in the arrangement of a judged world. The world
was not thus judged vefore, NOW 1s the judgment of this world.
But yet thow}: I recngnise that, amt would lay & streas on
Mil. 3 our oitigenshin is in heaven, which seems also to
rule out partnershin for we cannot be citizens of tw places....

Q. Then you think a child of Gnd has no right to
take any part at all in municinal affairs, ﬁoiitical affairs,
govermental affairs of the country?

A. He would ™ taking a share in a Jydged world.

Q. You think he is mt away from it al)l.

A. Yes. But thou?h those pascages are deeply
important, I still return to 2 Timothy 2 as being perhape one of
the elearest passigee. Iet us read it in its context, "Faithful

is the ward" - then we have four "if's", two of which are blessed,
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two of which are very solemn. The first two are "if"we died
with Him (past tense) we shall also live with Him", EBvery
believer died together with Christ as 2 Cor. 5 says. EBvery
Yaliever will live with Him. He died for ue that vhether
we wake or sleep we shall live together with Him. Every
believer will live, there is no doubt ubout the momise, which
is ynconditional. It is once and for ever settled. "If we
remain under" is no longer past, but present, and implies a
continuvance vatiently in a place of submission, and so we have
8 parallel with the exnreassion of Matthew 5., The meek shall
in herit the earth. The Lord Jesus in Himself has shown what
meelmess meana in the resent time. I know that it is possible
to be meek, like Moses, and rule a nation, but the Lord Jesus
has explained what meekness means by His attitude to the
world's politics. When one carr to Him and asked Him to take
a share, He said,"Man, Who made Me a Judge or a divider'?

Q. That is quite true, but 4id not Paul clain his
citizendhip in Rome when they were going to flog him. He
says, "I am a Romen",

A. Paul claimad it......

Q. And he says, "You have no business to flog me
because I am a Roman."

A. Paul claimed it more than cnce, end after ke
had claimed it in the Acts he des mot seem in the Philippians
to be very strongly in favour of claiming it, for in Pnlllippians
he smaks about his bonds for Christ being manifest, and his

re joloing in them, and he does not plead "I am a Roman citigen,
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they yought not to do this to me", but most natiently bears
and gives the testimony of Fhil. 3., 21 as muct as to say,
if ho had his younger days over agkin he would not have so
much of the claiming of the earthly citizenshin, and more of
the claiming of the heavenly.,

Q. I sumpose that was after he was caught up to the
third heaven, and hal the revelation of the mystery cf the
chureh. |

A. The fulness of whot he heard in cmnnection
with 2 Cor. 12, I do not think we can say. If he says he
heard certain things that are unlawful to utter, I question
the wisdom of saying what they were.

Q. S0 b I.

A. It is almst intruding into the things which
are not revealed. But returning to 2 Timothy 2 - "If we remain
wnder, we shall also be kings together with Him. We shall
also reign with Him. Yes, IF we remain under we SHALL also

together

reign/with Him. Does mt this imoly that if we do not
remain under we have no momise of reigning together with
Him? I wish to call attention to the fact that I tried to
carefully wse the words "We have no PFROMISE of reigning
together". I am merfectly aware of this that the Lord of ten
glves His peonls, both mow -nd in the future, much more than
they can EXECT. One of the best ILLUSTRATIONS I kmow is
the nosition of Abraham and Iot. Lot in Sodom takes a

govermntal position. He sits in the gate and tries to
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reform§ it, he has therefore no mromise. He vexed his
righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds,
but he has no promise as to the Kingdom, not one. The
promise 1s to Abraham outside. Abraham will share the
Kingdom. The Lord says, "I give this land to thee and
thy seed"., There is not the slightest doubt about it.
Not only "to thy seed® but "to thee" also and Abraham must
be ralsed up to have it. That Lot must be glorified with
the Lor¢, I am nerfectly sure, for He is righteous ILot.
But that Lot will have the kingdom I have no mromise, and
again I am compelled to say that if we do not remain under
wo have no womise that we shall reign with Him., It adds,
if we dmmy, That One also will deny us.

Q. The question is, A I denying the Lord in
fulfilling my citizenship? Is it denying the Lord if I
actnowledge the Lord in every position inmy life? Do I
lose my heirship of 8th of Romans?

A. 1 do not thin‘lq}quite identified the two,
if we do not remain under, and if we deny. "If we remain
under" is a blessed privilege, "if we deny" is the next
statement, indicating to what the absence of remaining
wnder will lead. I did not draw the inference that at
onoe the falluwre reached this, but Scripture hints the
tendency of it. As to Romans 8 the passage is, I think,
fairly plain, when we punctuate it as I believe we must,

"If children then heirs, heirs on the one nand of God; BUT
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Joint-heirs with Christ IF S0 BE that we suffer together,
Every believer because a dlild,in an heir of Qod, BUT a
joint=heir with Cnrist if so be that we suffer together",
and where God puts "but" and where God puts an "if" I feel I
dare not leave either out.

Q. "Timothy 2. 4. "No man that warpeth".

A. Yea, that should exprees our hnﬁvenly ob ject,

4. Distinotion between heir and joint-heir.

A. Therefore will I divide him a portion (heirs
of God) with the many, and KX 8HALL DIVIDR TIR SPOIL WITH
the strong, (joint-heirs with Curist).

Lere is something beyond,

A. "The svoil I will divide for him with the many".
God the Father will give to all believers a share in the glory.
He(éhrist as iKing) shall divide the spoil with the strong;
this is an addltional privilege for the strong ones, not for
all the "many". Those who are strong to resist. It seems
to me this is the tostimony of the whole Scripture, and
otherwiso ths words which declare that if any man's work is
burnt up he shall suffer lose=, ars robbed of their meaning.
That suffering of loss must be a felt reality, or it is no
loss at all, should speak with solemm bearing to allo f us,
particularly at suci a time as this. Years have passed by
end the separation in love to the Lord was never more needed
that Ho may be glorified in simple and devoted faithfulness

soringing from love to Himself.



