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WHAT SCRIPTURE SAYS ABOUT

A PERSO'NAL AHTICHRIST.
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17th Aggust 1914,

Read 1 John 2:1-25,

Though the title of this address mentions ARTI-Christ one does long .
that Christ may be the center of the address, that every reference to Scrip-
ture concerning Antichrist may be used by God to bring home to helievers?
hearts what a precious contrast the Lord JESUS CHRIST 1s, that when we see
the path of Antichrist we maj glorify God for that path of the One Who was
the Way and the Truth and the Llfe, and through Who such a large number of
those who are gathered together have comé unto God the Father, and may ex-
peot_fron Him the pouring out of continual blessiqgs and continual encourage-
ment, because their Saviour eveﬂlives, and together with Christ they have
ALL épiritunl blessings. Oh, beloved friends, how could we venture fo ap-
proach our painful subject did we not realize we haveva Saviour in the glory
Who will guarantee our salvation right through, Humen responsibilit& ig a
faltering thing;‘but the Divine responsibility, the Divine Suretyship of
our precious Lord secures that every yoor gullty sinner, who has fléd for
refuge to la§ hold of this hops, will g@vgg £all, but will enter into that ‘?
glory prepared for such, I belleve th&t the Seriptures at which we sre about
to look will bring herore us such painful times to come upon thils earth that
d1d we not realize our God lives, did we not realize mk salvation is a faet,
we should” Who can live when this happens? And so throughout the sublecst ve
shall turn aside from that which is our tople, turn aside in our minds and in
ocur hesrts to thinfrof Him Whom our soul loveth, and becausé of %Whom we are
met this evening. Oh that there may he an undercurrent of praise, and an
undercurrent of devqtion, aye, and a strong current too, the whoie way through

the meeting, Mmx Mere mental mowledge is a poor thing, mere acqualntance
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with facts 1s not sufficient $o.feod the soul of a child of God, What we
want 1s that the thingé of Christ should be made more precious to ourselves,
and that sverything should not only tend to the glory of God but be done wirh
& view to that glory. I thought that it would help our memories of vie di-
vided our subleet into a few portions, and as far as possible I will try
to entitle each portion with a word commending in the same way.

Shall we apeak first of the PERSOFRALITY OF ANTICHRIST? There sare many
ot the present time who do not believe that where Seripture spesks of Anti-
christ, Seripture means a person, Are our minds willing that God should de-
aide the matter? The name “"Antichrist® only occcurs four or fivewtimes. In
1 John £ and in the second Epistle of John, Several times it has the article
in front of 1t, THE Antichrist, For example in 1 John 2:22, "This is THE
Antichrist", we should render 1t, THE aspeclsl Antichrist is here marked be-
fore us, ;n like’manner in chap, 4:3, - "the spirit of-Antichrist, yea of
THE Antiehrist®., The word "The" marks out one who comes - IN FROXT OF our
minds, and at once LE suggests a person, the more so bhedause we read of the
SPIRIT of Antichrist, distinet from the Antichrist himself, and of‘many
antichristS, as distinét from the Antichrist, The many antichrists were
Plainly persons we anticipate that THE Antisskpwdsr dex -christ will be a per-
son. The evidence may perhaps be'summar;zed thus, - Antichrist is cslled by
various other personal namés. You may say, how do we know that all the dif-
forent names ‘refer t¢ the same terrible power? The comparison of Scripture
with Seripture shows that there is a gresat ¥ing who will be destroyed when
the Lord returns. Another Seripture speaks about him as(;he wicked one, or
the lawless one, the man of sin to be destroyed when Christ returns. fmobhew
Soniyture wpewks whout hiw we they xiokew owe, o the bhuxlees on
Rev. 13 and Rev, 17 speak of the

mighty one who is to be destroyed'whén Christ

returns, Now, beloved friends, his majesty 1s so areat that there camnot bve .

\
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two such contradictory persons at the same period, they would fight ore another
dovn, There can only be one such person at the time. We are therefore com-
pelled to draw the inference thaet as thege differently named persons are
alike destroyed when the Lord Comes, that they are not different persons
but only one, and that the different mames, as the many names of ocur beloved
Lord, are glven by God, that we ﬁay see something more of the awful char-
acter of the Antichrist, And these names are personsl. 2 Thess, 2 is an
important passage. We read in verse 3 that the man of sin will be revealed,
the son of perdition. I beg you to notice these words: - "the MAN®", "the
son of perdition that opyoseth and exalteth himself", Ferhaps the language
that God uses is hardly brought out‘by that réndering. AThe one opposing
and exalting himself”, BVSERY mark heres is personal, and so is.it further
in the chapter where we read, "And then shall the wicked one he revealed",
TThere ié NO mark of & system, hut EVERY nark of a person, and, be 1t noticed,
this wicked one. 1s, in one sense, contrasted with WICKEDNESS, We read that
the MYSTERY of lawlessness already inworks until THZ LAWLESS OKE is seen,

In other words the itntichrist, the luwless one is contrasted with a system,
contrasted with the mystegm which &w is & system., How then can we say when

God not only uses persona} na;es..bizaazigyzqﬁwzzzfyggzr72ﬁ5££;thzn'cﬁ§dg%;ﬂagﬁn
8sy He means no contrast? In like manner‘we find in Isa, 30 and in Dan, 11W

THE king it is prepared", Dan 11:36 "THE king shall do according to his own
will", The emphatic THE in that Passage must not\be overlooked, Iurther
back in the book of Psalms we find a wicked ONE again and again mentioned,
vwhe is also called "the man from the earth" in Ps, 10:18, This expression
"wicked one" is not always brought out in the English, "Unto' the wicked Goa
saith", The first thought of the English reader is "the wicked people”, buf
the Holy Seriptures are rore exact and aceurate than our English, 1In Pps,

50:16 we should render, "To the wicked one Gogd saith, What hast THOU to do?"

it is all singunlar, In gome Psalms we find the wigked onea, and the next
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verse says the wicked ones. Ps, 9:16,17 1llustrates, and the whole of fhe
beginning of Ps. 10 is concerning a speciel wicked individual, You will
recollect how a Psslm like the 34th brings dbefore us the Righteous One anad
declares none of His bones will pe broken, and ve say at onbe, Ah, this is
not simply the righteous one generslly, here is Christ, He is the Holy
Righteous Individual of many Psalms, He is the Glorious One brought before
us in this paésage. Beloved friénds, & simllar interpretetion shows us that
the sinful singulars of the book of Psalms vary conmonly refer to Antichrist,
This very Psalm xaxy itzelf adds in the next verse, BEvil will slay a wicked
one. The Righteous One and the wicked one are here oprosed., If you wish to
work this subject out more fully I suggest Psalm 37, There you have the Per-
fect Oﬁe Whose end is pesce, and on the other hanrd, the wicked one again and
again through the Psalm, end at the end the wilcked oneS who are his friends,
Why these changes from singular to. plural? BRBecause we have the prince of
evil and those who have fellowship with him in evil. 3y "prince of evil"

I do not mean Satan although he 1s prince of evil, but this representative
of Saten, the KAK OF SIN, and let me repeat that decisive sxpression., So |

we have a number of titles - awful contrasts with our beloved Lord: amd these

titles, solemn contrasts withk HIS precious titles, HE is not the man of sin,

He was the Man of Sorrows, He took our sins in His own hody on the tres. He
was not the sén of perdition, but the Son of God Who came down that His people
might be delivered from perdition, He was not the lawless one but the One

Who fulfilled the whole will of the Father, and at the end could say, It

has bYeen finished, In Rev. 1% we have yet another witness, for we read in

the last verses, "And that no man might buy or sell save he that had the

merk or the name of the beast or the number of his name,

Herein 1is wisdom,
let him that hath understending count the number of the beast, for it is

the number of a man and his number is six hundred threesecore ana six, The

expressions that sre used indicate = person not s system,
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Secondly, the types of Antilchrist indicate he will he a person. We
think of Lamech in Gen, 4, .of Nimrod in Gen, 10, of Pharach .in the early
chaﬁters of Exodus, of Saul who stood in the way of David's advancement,
of Absalom (Father of PEACE) who sought to erect his own kingdom, instead of
walting for the true Solomon. (Peace)} - for although there was a reriod in
between, the contrast of the names shows us that God means us td bring tke
two .together, We remember also Adonijsh who was closely connected with Solo-

" mon in pbint of time., We recollect Antiochus Epiphanes so wondrously pro-

phesied in Dan, 11, wk &nd who d1id so many things that Antichrist will do,

even introducing his abominatlon of desolation as a type of THE abomination
of desclation which Matt., 24 declares was subseaouent and will be suhsequent
to Anti® chus Eplphanes. We think of a Hapoleon, and of others who in vari-
ousg ways;have illustrated portions of the prophetic Seriptures eq?cerning
Antichrist, If God has permitied all-these'types, HUMAN types, 13 it not

to suggest to us that the one of whom they are types will bhe a XAN? Yet,
further, the personaelity of Antichrist 1s implied By the way he {s hrought
forward as the conirast with the Lord Jesus, The contrast individually,

Let Zechsriah give its witness, Take unto thee yet the instrumeﬁts of a
foolish shepherd, for; lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the lapd, the idol
shepherd that leavés the flock, - who is contrasted with the True Shepherd
of both Zech. 11 and Zech., 13, -We have already noticed Ps, 34, and there
are many Psalms whlch are similar, but our beloved Lorad Himself points this
contrast very plainly. "I am come in My Father's Name and ye receive Me
not; if anoﬁher shall come in his own name, him ye will receive”, Christ
was a Person, and the "& another" will be a 1literal person,

Yet again, the
personality of Antichrist is marked out in the very Seriptures which describve

him symbolically, We find Antichrist in Dan, 7, The omission of Antichrist

from Dan, 2 is deeply important, The vision to King Nebuchadnezzar left

HIM as the only grgat individual brought forward, and he too was s type of
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Antichrist, Nebuchadnezzar wis the grest king, - Thou art this head of éold.
No other gresat individusl stends up in Dan, 2, but in Dan, 7 where we have
God's own view given to the prophet, there is.not the thought of a grend image
bhut of wild beastg, and there we have not a great king at the beglnning, but
a great king at the end, and that great king is desoribed as a horn, but the
very paséage prevents us Irom thinking there is merely the sugrestion of a
syatem, for notqbnly are'the other horns shown to be men who have dominion
but this 1ittle horn is particularly said to make war with the sgints and

to have a WOUTH speaking very great things, Yoreover the little horn 1is
declared to subdue three ¥ings or three horns: - then horms are kings., Thus
the little horn is evidently an individual, It 1s added that he thinks to
change times and laws. Thinking is predicated of a thinking individusl,
Here then we heave in a very symbolic psssage, & clear reference to the Tact
thst Antichrist will be a man, Further, his JUDGEEHT brings out the same
teaching, for in Rév. 19 we have the beagt taken and with him the false
prophet, and they are cast into a loke of fire, and we read that a thousend
years after they are still in torments in that lake of fire. You cannot
torment A syastem for a thousand yesrs, Here 1is plainly an individual, and
we reallize the tremendous judgment of a righteous God, Many other litile
points might have been mentioned, I will just briefly refer to one or two,
vhieh you msy be enabled to study further on some other occasion. Some of
the Psalm READINGS syecially bring out personal types of Antiochrist, e.é.

over Psalm 18 - deliverance from the hand of Saul is specially mentioned,

Psalm 3 has an allusion to Absalom., Then we have Judss as the only other

individusl who is celled the son of perdition, the only other, and he an

individual, Then, moreover, there is the negative evidence. X0 Seripturs

can be drought forward which demaznds & system, or which suggests a system,

No passage can be found which.givés an Antichrist a longer relgn than a
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human life, Everything shows this period 1s too short for an imagined sys-
% tem, and can only befit an individual., Thus we have all the evidence in

one scale, snd nothing in the other; there can only be one possidble inter.

J\

pretation - Antichrist is a coming person, I 88y & coming person for &s
he is to be destroyed by the Lord returning in‘glory, as he is to be the head
of a federated company of ten kingdoms which we saw last week, it 1s plain
fhat he has not yet arisén on the garth, I mesn has not yet arlsen with that
glory which he will have at the end, LEvery Scripture‘seems to suggest in
Rev, 17 that when he comes it will bve after a kind of resurrection, that he
will have heen on the eorth before, that X% this will be a sgcond'appegranee
on earth, A travesty of Christ's kingdom when He comes the second time to
reign, So far then gs to the personality of Antichrist:

'Shall we next comsider THE PURPOSE OF AN IGHRIST. Rev. 12 brings
before us Satan as a dragon, and we read that‘the dragon has seven hesads
and ten horns, and wheﬁi;each Rev, 13, the beast that rises out of the sea
has seven heads and ten hornd, Now this is very remarkable, buf it indi-‘
eates that the beast repregsents the dresgon, therefore Satan's purposes will
be Antichrist's purpeses, Christ was entirely in harmony with the ?ather,
"I do aiways tho se things that please Him", Satan's king will do ever k
those things that plesse him, Indeed the travesty is complets, " Is there our
‘Triune God? - Satan hsas his triunity, - the dragon, the beast, the false pro- "
phet,. Does the Holy Spirit Who witnesses of Christ, form an assembly to
heve the lmage of Christ? - The false prophet, who testifies of the beast,
forms an image of the beast, Does Christ have a mora than deadly wod%ﬁ,
and is He raised up? - The bessat has a deadly ﬁoﬁnd end is ralsed up, Saten
attempts a complete travésty of everything concerning the Lord.: And herein
we have a wonderful manifestation of the importance of the teaching as to
our Triune God, end the importsnce of the stress on the ®mm fellowship of

the Persons of our Triune God. Antichrist's plan is the Devil's plan, and
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what 15 that plsn? From GCenesls onwards-
it is marked out as opposition to God, and rivalry of God, "Yg shall bg
as gods"'is the striking statement. The devil holds such.gloryloutgs 8
balt, Whet was his own sin? Pride. He thought it a thing to »e grasped
st to be erual with God and simed at this, and as lightning fell'from heaven,
even as he shall fall with a future fall, Antichrist will coincide with .
this purpose of Satan to sttempt a2 rivelry with God. Nimrod's nome is parallel]
"We will rebel, Bab&lon is seén in Isa, 47, saying, "I am”, and Badbylon is
ovar Satan's city. "There‘is none else hbeside me™ seys Babdbylon, "I shall
not sit as a wldow”, and Badylon's king is likeminded. In Isa, 14 we have
-8 view of Satan's purpose, "I will exalt my throne" where the Most High is,
"1 will ascend above the helghts of the clouds”, und also I will place it
in "the mount of the congregation". In other words Satan wishes to riva;
God in heaven and to take Cod's city on earth, The Ti0 positions are marked,
but God has anticipated &ll and He will not he surprised, ‘He has set His
King upon His holy hill of Zion, and Christ (end now we can understsnd why
th& contrast name is ANTY-Christ) Christ is the One to have that LWOFOLD
poaition. 411 suthority is given unto Him in HBAVEK and in BAKTH, Anti.
christ,'therefore, sets himself to oppose exactly the work and the position
of the Lord Jesus.This is his purpose, His grest aim is to set aside God'sg
throne, &s Ps, 94:20 puts i1t, "Shall the throne of iniouity have fellowship
with Thee, WHICH FRAMETH MISCHIEF BY A LAW"? The great aim of Satan is to
extend his own dominion znd to frame mischief by e law, That is not nerely
to exocuse sin, but to propagate sin, When the devil appeared to the Lorad
Jesus in the temptations he said, aslit were, I will mmix give Thee ail the
kingdoms, they have bgen betrayed to me. (Betrayed they had %een by Adam,
It is such a pity that the word is not fendered_"betrayed“ in fhat pasasge),
They have been betrayed asnd I will &live them to whomsoever

I please! Those

three temptations are temptations which will be Presented to Antichrist, and

he will gladly fall in., Another incidental illustration of the PERSONALITY
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of Anﬁichrist. and that Satan sought, dbut, of courge, sought in vain to per-
suade Christ to adopt the methods of Antichrist, Here then 1is the purpose,
~but what will be the plan by which the purpoée will be realized, or rather
by which it will be put into practice AS FAR 4S5 God allows it to be realized,
ingsmuch as ere the consummation God will step in!

What will be Antichrist's PLAN? This is our third point and deeply
inportant, If we turn to the book of Daniel ws find a description of the
rising up of Antich§ist in Ch, 8; and of the rising up of a type of Anti-
chrigt in Dan, 11, Dan, 8:23 3sys - "And in the latter time of their king-
dom (that is of the kingdom of the four Grecian parts of the Fevived Roman
Empire) when the transgressors are come %o the full, a king of fierce coun-
tenancé and understanding dark sentences shsll stand up, and his power shall
be mighty, but not by his own power, and'he shall destroy wonderfully; and
shall prosper and practice, snd shall destroy the mighty snd the holy people.
And through his poliey also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hgnd- and
he shell magnify himself in his heart, snd by pesce shall destroy many; he
shall als0 stand up against the Prince of rrinees byt ke shall be droken
withount hand". Here 1s pleinly @& the deseription of a maﬁ, and of a man .of
great wisdom! coupled with great fierceness,5with great boldmess and con-
fidence, 4 man who is deseribed in e#igma as "mighty but not hy his own
power"”, Rev, 13 explains. THE IRAGON gave him his éuthority. But you will

see that Satan will seek to realize kis plan through Antichrist not only

by foree of arms, but lergely by grest mentsl ability,

dark sentences, - riddles, protlenms,

This king understands,
Again you will see that he sets himgelf
at some period of hia career againsgt the holy people. Farther
notice that in his rolicy he wi

s you will
11 cause oraft to prosper, This implies
great wisdom ARD DECRIT; and the added words about peace have the same

thought, He will he a consummate flatterer, We come, therefore, to notice
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the iines of development of Satan's work shown in this passage, Warfare,
gfaat learning, bold self-confidence, flattery, - these will be combined in
& man who will be “he workd's darling, like to beautiful Saul, and’to deau-
tiful Absalon, Shﬁll we notice Dah. 9% In the 27th verse, Antichrist, who
‘has been called tﬁe prince that shall cowme, 1s sald to confirr a covenant
‘W1th Israel, or with ¥ANY who are plainly of Israel, for a week. That is,
for seven years, since years sre the subject of this context. 4ind in the
midst of the‘week, of the "seven', he shall cause the sacrifice and the ob-
lation to cease, and for the overspresding of abominationz he shall meke it
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poursd
upon the DESOLATOR;_(as the mapgin rightly puts it). Antichrist, thereforeF
will mske a covenant with Israel, and keep to it for three and a half years,
but in the midst he will suddenly throw aside the covenant, &nd csude Israel's
sacrifices in their rebuilt teuwple to cease. I this takes plsce in the '
niddle of the seven years, it is three and 2 half ysars before the end, or
1260 days. TNow Rev: 13 malkes very evident that 1260 duys bhefore Arntichrist
is destroyed, he will receive his fuller power, We can, therefore, draw the
inference that he 1g sgfficiently inportsnt to make a covensnt seven years
before he is destroyed, but for the first three and & half yeers he apyroves
of Israel continuing their sacrifices, erdd then there comes a rising up of
greater power, snd the lest three and a half years he will allow no worship
by Isrsel, What does this suggest? In Rev, 13 the narrative ig taken on
and we see during the last three and a hslf yesrs he commands the worship
of himself, and himself only. I think we can draw our inference, At first
this consummate flatterer will flatter all religions, and then will make'
the sudden change and say, wOrship ne, That aAntichrist will be well acquainted
with Seripture is clear from Ps. 50, "What hast thou to do %o dsclare ¥y
statutes"? That he will have a close acaudintance with Christianity is, I

think, plain, from the way in which Judss is called by the ssme name, the son
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of perdition, Judas for three end a half years covered up &hat he wasg,
énd then it was suddenly manifest. Antichrist for three and & half yeers
will cover up mﬁch of what he 15. l John MAY even go further, The apostle
there saﬁé, there are many Antichrists, they went out from us, Possibly,
probébly, therefore, Antichrist will “e s PRONOUNCED professing Christian
before he takes his positiom of defiance. They went out from us because they
were not of us, A to hls earthly reia£ionship, and how ﬁé comes into the
world, I do not proypose to ssy much this evenlng, only to remind you that
Rev, 17 indicates that he;has probablyfbeen here hefore, and that in some
way he will be closely idéntified with Isreael who have always desired a Mes-
siah of their ovn nation, If any tribe seems to come to the fromt as a tribe
with which Antichrist will he specially linked it is the tﬁibe of Dan, whidh
is foremost in idelatry in the book of Judges, which is the tribe up in the
north near Tyre, of which Antichrist will be a rrinee, which is the trihé
desceribed by Jacodb sz linked with the gerpent, and alse the tribe omitted
from the list of Rev. 7, The mame of this bribe, moTeover, has the striking
significstion "Judgment™, But exactly how he will rise up and exsctly where
he will bhe, we camnot ssy, As some of us noticed last week, the distriet
round sbout Servia, and slightly to the south of

1t is marked ocut as & very

LIKELY place for his arising, because of Dan, 8., Ve feel tﬁis the more be-

cause recent wars have 30 centered round thet diatrict, an@%re Yreparing

for alteration, Thus ch indicates hints, If we search we can learn somew

thing of His teaching, but it iz not well we should Imow everything, We must

be willing to wait for God to explain more in the appointed time, bdut as

Seriptures concerning Christ came true literally, so we are to expect that

&n equally surprising literality, It is
d@argerous to spiritualize away the Jeriptures when God has

other Soriptures will come true with

fulfilled then
80 literally in the birth and life snd death of Christ, the very Feography

being marked out; and if I mnistake not, the geography of Antichrist is not



-12~ -
only given as to his rising ﬁp in Dan, 8, but some of his very,marching is
seen, for example, in Isalah where we have his going on from town to town
in the l6th chaptef, and one of his campaigns is sceen wost definltely in
the latter verses of Dan, 1l where wé see hls southern campaizn to Zgypt
and his return through the land of Palestine where he receives further tid-
ings from the rorth and east which trouble him, Bub he stops awhile %o
oppose Jerusaler, Countries that have hitherto held aloof from him, Edom,
Hoab and the children of Ammon will then unite with him, as Ps, 83 shows,
and there will be that great final conflict, with the cenp at Armageddon
and the streams of blood for nigh 200 mlles between Bozrash where the lord
maniifests Himsélf, and Armageddon where God wus pleased of old to lay low
the power of Jabin end of Sisera, Thus we see something of the plan by which
Antichrist will work out his awful purpose. He will combine various methods,
First he will flatter all, and then he will cxmsh down all, for at the lat-
ter part of his career he will sllow no man to buy or sell except he has
the wark end bsdge of the beast, We must carefullﬁ disfinguish the two 'parts
prAntichrist's career, The first part is toleration, as thet of Napoleon
who identified himself with various religiops in different parts, in the
east issuing his decrees in Mohammadan‘form, so wlll intichrist be a prince
of toleration at first, and then will crush all powers and demanq absolute
worship of himself, thouéh as Dan, 11 shows, in his own secret ashrines he
will worship a god whom his fathers kmew not, ever the Devil., Antichrist
will, moreover, use commerce tﬁ work out his purposes, Aé his type Nebu-
chadnezgar, he will be a great builder, or if you will, we can go back to
an eerlier type, his iype Nimrod, who was the first builder of Babylon,
Babyion rebuilt will be a center of commerce, &nd Tyre morecver will be one
¥ of Antichrist's cities, snother center of commerce, Ezek, 28 and Rev, 18

make this plein., Zech. 5 with its two visions is deeply important. The
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earlier vision shows a flying roll which goes through the air, The flying
r0ll has been s4id by some to be gbod. It is a most terrible opposition to
truth, The margin gives a truer rendering, the flying roll is 3@1& to be

the great excuser of ain. In other words, as God wlll send an angel pro- .
claiming the everlasting gospel through the air; the prince of the power of
the sir, will sendvhis law through the air in the form of a tabernacle, for

. this is the same size es the holy place, and on one side thers will be one
excusing of sin, end on the other side another excusing of sin, and Ps, 94
will be fulfilled, "the throne of iniounity that frameth mischief by a law",
Immediétely after thst vision, in the second part of Zech. 5 we have an ephsh
that goes forth,-and the ephah has wickedness ingide it. Wigkedress, a sys-
tem, 18 likened to & woman, This agaln illustrates the fact that antichrist
1s a man, an individual, Wickedness is seen &s & wcman who rises up from thé
ephah as sonﬁ as the ialent of lead upon 1t is removed, end that ephah is
carried to the land of Shinar and will thers be estadlished, The zphah, the
symbol of commerce will be re-established in Babylon, Commerce will go large-
ly to the east., The disintegration of Hurope will tend in this dﬁéection.
Everything seems to plainly merk out that in a very brief perlod, the con-
tinent of Zurope, devastated by wars will have hsd & surfei$ of bdttles, and
men will be resdy for some federation of peace, the very thing which God has
declared will take place, 4And in connection with this federation of pez ce
there will be the openling up of furfhér spheres of influence, with‘a sudden-
ness which is slways surprising men now and will surprise them more in the
future, and &t the head of this federation will be Antichrist who will une
make and make kings with grester power than Napoleon, 4As socn as he srises .
he plucks up three -horns, and then evidently reinstetes certain kings for
thoge distrilets, Antichrist's plan is thus marked out on the line of com-
mercs, on the line of war, and on the line of learning., 4 plan thet will at-

tract men of a&ll kinds. Eumbers will flock to the standsrd of this advocate
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éf toleratibn. He will first appear, it would seeﬁ, &3 the patgon of &
demooratic spirit which is portrayed in Dan. 2 as the clay and iron joined.
Demoersey according to Seripture, and history is illustrating it, wnust have
& fifmer hold in the sphere of the revived Roman empire. Zvery year is show-
ing us more of the demccrapie spiris., The people are taking power into.their
own hands, Antichrist, the prince of toleration, will fit in with this until
he is sufficiently in pewer to rule as a tyrant., The most striking type of
recent years 1s, I presume, Napoleon, Out from the French rev%lution with
1ts boasted liherty there arises one who cerushes all opposed to him with a
rod of iron, Antichrist will do what Hapoleon falled to do, &nd there will
he greater wars and greater manifesta?ions of man's iniquity than even in
that fearful period which broke over Europe as a reaction from nominal Chris-
tianity, The resction then was largely from Romanism, the reaction in the
future will he to a great extent from a Protestantian having a neme to live
and yet heing dead, as Rev, 3 suggests, ‘

I have already spoken incidentally of the POWER of Antiechrist, I
need not, therefore, enlasrge on this, Sﬁecially it would seem to he around
.the Great Sea, according to Dan, 7, The revived Roman earth shell be his
dominion, as Dan. 2 and Dan, 7 meke evident, But all nations thet are in
‘reach will, in some way, he compelled to acknowledge his power, Onlj the
holy nation with a heavenly calling, and some of Israel whom the TLord will
be _preparing for.sn earthly ¢nlling will bold 8loof., That individuals of
the Gentiles who do not Xnow the Lord will bhe preserved from worshipping him
is plain, becsune they will be preserved to be the subjects of the millennial
earth, (Matt, 25:27.40), dut ¢ivilized nations as nations will for the m

nost

part flock4eagerly to hie standard, Ten speciallnationa they will be, and

largely seem to emdrace the larger part, not only of the Roman empire, hut
of the civilired world,

We might next, for a moment, consider the PREPARATIONS that are now
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leading up to Antichrist, To a believer everything is a aignpost. A beliew
ver looks round upon those: who profess the neme of the Tord, what does he
find? A liberality of thought which years ugo would have been considered
most ruinous. A man can deny the Deity of the Lord Jesus and still preserve
kis place as a preacher, still preserve his position, in BEANY & denominatlun
today, A man can speak agalnst the asuthority of Seripture, ean trifle at

the thought of its inspiretion snd still be regarded as a suitadle man to

ingtruct young preéchers and lead them on, that they may csarry forward that
which is called the wérk of God. This pseundo-charity, whieh'is actually
latitudinarianism, -~ this breadth of so-called modern thought is a denisal

of the ﬁords of Him Who said, Straight is the gate and narrow is the way

that leadeth ynto 1life, aré few there be that find 1t, Truth is exclusive,
Error is inclusive. OFf old the heathen had & pantheon, where they had room
for-all the gods, One people worshipped one god and another-paople another
god, and one god was linked with one work and another with another, and so
they agreed to have all the godas together. It is only the truth whieh 1is
exclusive and which brooks no rival, The iendency of today in nominal chrise-
tianity is towa?d a hreadth which is not & holy breadih, for Cod's command-
ment whieh is exceeding broesd, but an unholy breadth %o make room for the:
Qay of WOrldllness,:and for false teaching which denies all the pillars of
truth, Furthermore, we see sround us & preparation for Antiehrist in the
recovery'of the natlon of Israel, Todsy there are more Jews in Jerusalem
than years ago 1@ the whole land, Yoreover the confusion of affairs in lur-
ope will, I believe, lead many Jews bhack to Palest ine, for the Jew has the
dlfficult position of & two-fold nationulity,

He 12 a Jew, yet he 1s one

belonging to the nstion where he is, Hence there aie German Jews, or Russian

Jo8vs, or French Jews, and therefore, with patriotism for the rstion to whieh

they are linked they will fight against one another

» Yet all) the time they
must hate sugh strife,

because the 1ink of Jew with Jew is a very close one
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Therefore, a war of this nature must lead the ninds of many toward that
land of Israel.‘When Israel are astablizhed in measure, in their}land, not
rightly, but.established as & temporary solution_of Eastern mroblems, then
it will be Antiéhrist will meke & covensnt with them, They nust be 80 es-
tablishéd, sufficlently to build a temple before he makes the m covenant,
therefore the Jewish signs tell of the prepsrsation for Aﬁtichrist,

I have referred tec the Gentlle signs of democracy. Everything is
becoming ready for & grest lesder of men, and the more £m confusion that
we £ind at the present time, the more disorder that this terrible wer will
entail, must bring about a better fleld for the display of the very char-
geter Antichrist shows, M¥en will want somecne who can desl with the hope-
less problems to result from the confusion of a continent, they will look
for a man of remafkable s¥xill, and will such & man be found? Yes, and that
men will be the.man Antichrist, who when he comes will flatter the meny,
Disorder is thus & preparation for Him, and leading up to his near arrival,
The change of national boundaries which 1s probable in connection with this
strife will 11¥ewisc meake a 3tepping stone to the ten kingdons, Thusrevery_
thing points our eyes toward the neaﬁ fulfilment of the Seripturas concerning
Antiehrist, but, blessed by-God; we look to the end of higc reign, and we
look to the TUITIRG ASIDE of Antichrist, the putting down of Antichrist, -
for when he rises against the Pripcé of princeq he ghall hs broken without
end. He shall fall with the sword not of 5 mean man, &nd tke sword not of
a mighiy man shall devour him, Every ScriptureAnakes clear that there willp
be a stone cut out without hands, that the Lord will consume him with the %
breath of HIS mouth, and destroy with the outshining of Hlas parousla, that
the Lord Jesus Christ will be the Personal Vietor over thiz man of sin, Bvery
Scfipture nakes this evident, and emphasized, Some of ug saw recently the
propheey in Ezek, 27 where the language is very velled, but it 1Is just worded

to allow of this importent agreement with other Seriptures. Antichrist will
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te lalid low by CHRIST, and ithe Lingdomf t this world shall begome the king—
dom of our Lord and of His Christ, for iE Seten has a purpose, God has &
purpose, end His counsel shall stend and He will do all H;a plessure, yea,
and the saints shall réign with thelr Tord, for they shsll be rzised Mhefore
the thousand ﬁa&rs for this purpose, Blessed 2nd holy is he that hath,pgrt
iﬁ the first resurrection, oﬁ such the second death hsth no power, bdbut they
shall be priests of God .and of Christ and shall relgn with Him z thousand
yesrs, snd the Kingdon and dominion.énd the grestness of the kingdom under
the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Yost High,
for not only will the saints of the Most High have this honor, but the people
of the saints of the ¥ost Bigh - Israel will have an earthly share in that
dominion. Feaven and earth will be wondrously united under the sway of Him
Whose kingdom is an everlasting Pinﬁgdom and &1l dominions shall gerve and
obey Him, Ah, heloved friends, we do not look forward to & struggle, as to
whioh there is séme doubt, we do not look forward morely to the present var,
but we look on to a future war of which the 1ssues are not ungertgin, He
That shall come will come and will not terry, and tha Lord alone shall be
exalted in That Day, the lofty looks of man shall be laid low Anéd may we
not even In such a passage &g that read of A VAW, for at the baginning of
the verse we have & singular at the end a plural A man ghall ve brought
down and then men who are with him shall be laia low, as Rev, 19 nxplains.
The beant and the false prophet are taken first and the remnant of his armies
are slain with the sword of Him That sitteth on the horse, which sword goeth
forth from his mqyth Wher He came the first time grace was poured over Hisg
lips when He comes the second time there wiill bve thersharp two~edged sword,
but on Lotk occasions He 1is the Word of God, for there 18 no contrast of
oprrosition detween His mergy end His jadgment

The Psa1miat could sing of

kexrey and Jjudgment together, for they are both parts of God's perfect veys,
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when transgressors ars come to the full, the vindication of His righteous-
ness deuands the laylng low of everything that usserts 1tself against the
dominion of Him Whose right it is tc reign, and He must reign and have
donipion from sea to sea, aﬁd from the river to the ends of the earth,
Beloved friends, this subject brings before us not only hiétory, not only w
solemn facts, but it brings us a bright hope, and if we are in Christ Jesus
we can see that though evil is becoming a greater volume, and though the
stream seems to overflow its banks, there is & "hitherto shalt thoum come
but no further™, for as the Lord stepped in to stop the iniouity of the
Amorites when it became full, so when trangressors are cone to the full the
Lord will rise up, and He will fight as when He fought in the day of Yatile.
There sh#ll be one day which shall be known io the Lord, and the princes
which shall be against Him shall be as Oreb, end as Zeeb, they will be laild
utterly low,‘and, there will Ye & manifestation that noﬁe can stay His hend,
or say unto Him, What doést Thou? The kings of the earth must de dbrought
to tremblé before Him Who is the great King of kings, This ié not merely

s speoulation or a suggestlon, but a definitely proved prophécy, and proved
‘not only by what Cod has fulfilled.in the past, but proved in the hearts of
the Lord'supeople who are consclous that God's Holy Spirit has spoken and
that He will not% go hack ffom His words, nor take them huck, We ¢an reut
on the Seripture of Truth, ve can rejoice In the Seripture of Truth,

' But there is an important practicel bearing with respect to all this
subject, I¥ we look forward for the coming of our beloved Lord, if we look
beyond the turmoil and beyond the confusion to the time when He shall be the
Exalted One, if we rqjoice in the prospect of seeing Him, how are we seeking
new, by grece, to present & contrsst with the Antichrist spirit? For 1 John
4 declares not only that there is the Antichrist, but the spirit ;f the
Antithiat, and that is found now, Now only is there the lawless one, he s

future, dut there is the mystery of lawlessness which exists now, How sare
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we by the grace of God, 1f so be we have tasted that the lord is gracious,
~ how are we seperated from that which lesds up %o this manifestation of
the iniculty of the human hearit? The people of God should realize their hea-
veﬁly ealling, and should stend aside frog the world's miar polities, and ﬁhe
world's asgoelistions, and the world's ypleasures, they'should find their
€ll in Him %ho is all in all, and delight as they lqok on to that Blsassed
Hope and the appearing of the glory of their Lord and Ssviour Jesus Christ;
délight with a hope that is élready anticipating THE Hope, with a joy thet
almost embraces TEE Joy, even as the saints in old times saw the promises
afer off and smbdraced them, and recOgnizing that there was no uncertainty
with God, coulad like Abrahan rejoice in order to see Christ's 8ay and see 1t
and.be glad, Way it ve ourg, if in mercy we have been brought to Christ,
to reelize day after day an ineressing likeness to Christ, for that means
ar increasging unlikeness to Antichrist, If we are with Him, in ﬁiq light
shall we see light, and all the deceiving fiscinotions with vwhich the spirit
of Antiehrist vwill prepsre for Antiehrist, sll these faseinations will have
no power over us. "This is the DRCEIVZER and the ANTIchrist", is the Divine
stetexzent, but if we have the TRUTH and the Christ we shall be on our guard,
l Jokn 2 bkings that out very definitely. Believers are to ¥now and to 3e
warned concernlng those that SEDUCE, We know, says 1 John 3, that the Bon
of God ls come end hath given us an understanding that we night know Him
That is true, and we are in Him that is Irue, in His Son Jesus Ghrist; This
is 'the true God and etermal 1ifs., Little children, ksep yoursslves fro£#§ﬁolil

- Irom the things that sre gseen, for herein is the real meaning of the word 11<J

"idolg", We look not at the things that are seen but the things that are o

not seen, for the things that are seen are temporal, but the things that sre

not geen are esternal, Ak, dear friends, if we are atiracted hy that whieh

iz of the carth, and earthy, if we love the worlad and the things that are im

the world, we are preparing for Antichrist, and we may WELL doubt if we have
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ever been brought to bve in Christ! 3By their FRUITS ye shall know them, ;t
is not hy profession, it is not by mane, it is not by sppsrent godliness one
dsy a week, thet those who are the children of God are marked out, ¥hen
there is the work of God in the heart there must be & distinciness of CHAR-
ACTER, 8 line of demarcetlion drawn hetween the child 6f God and the worla,
_thét bellevers may show their femily-likeness, even if this causes the op-
position of those who knew Him not, and therefore know us-not, What matters
this chért period of suffering and struggle? Our light sffliction which is
but for a moment worketh for us a fer more exceeding and eternal weight £m
of glory,.and God will not suffer us to be tempted adovs that we ere ahle,
The Seripture is not a dead leiter, and the Spirit of Ged is not a dead per-
son, Therefore we may indeed press toward the mark for the prize of the kigh
calling of God in Christ Jesus, and continually pray, yes with regard fb
this meeting itselr, that God méy czuge sorie to see the irend of the times,
and, while they are trembling in view of this; may turn them to Him Who &lore
can 11t out from a ruined world that 1s hufrying on to Judgment, Who alone
.fan deliver from that perdition to which the sonX of perdition will gether
his armies, By grace alone ean any be bdbrought to our precious Lord and

Saviour, in whon ALONE, and in Whom completely, there is an eternal salvation.
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