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Vorses 14 - 18 are frequently taken out of their
context. It 18 often forgotten that they were addressed to one
who was s8til) proud and pherissic, even to Nioodemus, to shew
bim that 3od saved the UNLIKELY:- thoss that Nicodemms thought
would not be saved; and that God savee from SENTILES as well as
Jews, There is no thought in John 3. 18 of preaching God's
Gospel in a csreless and free and easy way. The precious thought
of God SO loving the WORLD 1s, a8 we know, a special suggestion
¢f the faot that His love ingludes despised Gentiles; and thus
it 13 beautifully free to us. But there i1s nothing 4in the verse
to make the undelieving world careless. HNo,there 18 nothing to
suggzedt a free and easy preaching of a universalistio Gospel.
Never have 211 been =aved, never will =11 be sawed. MNomt were
outeides the ark; most were dastroyed in Sodom and Gomorrsh. Most
of Iserael rejected Christ, and most et the present time go their
own way.

These words thaq are peculiarly solemn, for we reslise
that John 3. 16 has often been misused. Its wonderful freenesa,
and that of John 3. 17, hawq been perverted in such a way that
the careless world has been mads more careless, and under the
guise of deolaring the Gospel there haes frequently been the
encouragement of a fuller indifference. It 18 true God DID RO?
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but it 18 true
that the Son of God SHALL come bask to condemn the world. It ie
true that the Lord Jeesus CAME to be (as the Gentile Semaritane
expressed it) "the Saviour of the world": but it 4is equally true
that the expression "the world saved through Him" oontains
nothing in oontradistion to the declaration elsewhare that on

those who believe not the 8on, the wrath of God ABIDES.
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the whole world lieth in‘wdokedégsé) He Who spared not the old
n .

Moreover
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worlid, will again have multitudes in"the Valley of Decision”,
and the viale of wrath will be poured ouft. We know that the
JUDGHENT of God i8s acoording to Truth. Beloved friends, 1t is
not kindness but actuwl oruelty to hidef this part of God's
teaching. It 18 not kindnesa to let men regard themselves as
£1t for eternity, or able to turn to God just "as2 and "when"
they will. The putting off of salvation - putting 1% off to
a death-bed or to the last moment, and indifference to salvation,
these things ere a wicked presumption against God, and we need to
realise in the power of the Holy Spirit that He Who is the God of
8ll grace 48 the only One Who has any grace at all; and if there_
18 no coming to Him along the pathway of His oross, no grsce oan
be found elsewhsre, - nothing but Judgment, nothing tut wrath,
nothing but dooml

Verse 18 makes a striking statement - "He that hath
feith into Him is not judgad, but he that hath not feith 4w
already hath he besn judged Yecause he hath not had faith into
the Name of the Only Begotten Son of God". Here we behold two
claBees; dbut there 4is an individual definiteness. We 49 not
believe in mass dut individually. "He that believeth™; and not
merely ebout Him, buft "IN Him", i8 not jJjudged; a= John 5. 24
puts 1t "Does not come into judgment™. Romans 8. 1 witnesees
to the same deliveransce "There 18 mo judgment sgainst those vho
are in Christ Jesus". You know the resson. Ohrist took the
Judgment, and God will not demand payment twioce. It has baeen
met by the Son of God's love, for sll vho cast their absolutely
vorthlese and helpless selves on Him; and 1t i8 by grace that
they cast themselves on grace. "But he that believeth not hath
been slready Jjudgmd”. Notice this striking statement "He hath
been judgad already”. 7Does that mean that by the action of not
belilevding he has been Judged, and his Ssentence 18 pasaed? 1Is
this the thought? that his action has MANIFESTLY brought his
doom? he 4068 not believe end his doom is manifestly settled?

There i1s a messure of teaching in that, but we msy and must go
further.
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"He that does not beldeve®". Soripture doces not add
here “intc Him". This 18 a much wider expression "He that does
not believe™. O how comprehenaive are those words. The verse
18 not merely viewing here the one who is without faith INT
Christ, but it tells us something wore, that &f one hae not
faith into Chkrist, he has not ANY FAITH at ell; he 18 unbelieving
and is Judged for hiz disbelief whioh mekes God & liar. This 1s
the f4irst thought that oom;a into ocur minds; - the swful orime
of unbelief. It is making God & liar. He that believeth not
hath besn judged. But I think there is s furthex thought,-
he that believeth not in the present, has bdeen judged in the past.
What does THAT mean? All of us would have remained jJjudged ones
if we had remained in Adam, for 4dam was dealt with, and since
that we srye all sipners; and if we do not believe by grace CUT
OF the Adam position into Christ we remain in a sphere of Judgment.
"He has been judged and remains judged"”. He was in the Julgment
position. He that 48 safe& h&s gome out of Geath into 1ife,- out
from the judgment sphere into righteousneas (Rom. 10. 4). He was
in Adam even as others, a ohild of wrath even a& others, - he was
then in the pphere of judgment, but he 12 not being Jjudged now,
because he has by grace been brought to hrelieve out of the sphere

Judgment
] into the sphere of graoe, and there is no judgment in

of
the sphere of grace. There 18 no judgment in the sphere of
righteousness, for righteousness is beyond judgment, end those

vwho have recaived the rightpousneaa of God by faith of Jesus

Christ do not come into jJudgnent! Otherwise that very rightecusness
would be brought into jJjudgment and the whole work of Christ swept
away! Man would be exalted, and God would be brought low. But
THAYT 18 impossible. The work of Christ STAND3, and thosse who
believe in Him are not being Jjudged. THERE IS RO JUDGMENT egainst
them. He that believeth not hath been judgsd in 4dam, and with
Adam, and he remnins there and continues there, &8 the tense

implies, because he has not believed INT the Name,cft from the

sphere of wrath - into the Name of the only Begotten Son of God,
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But this i3 the Judgment (here is an added statement), this is
the Judgment, "BECAUSE the light has come into the world, and
men love the darkness rather than the 1light, for their deeds
woere ovil"., OChrist 1s the Light. Man's treatment of Christ
Shews the CLIMAX of man's 8in very clearly. When the Light
ocams, men HATED it. You do not know a man's oharsoter until
you bdring him near %o absolute Truth, sbsclute righteocusness,
end absolute holiness. Then you Bee what "msn" is., If you
want to understand the oharacter of humanity, view it in the
way Christ was treated., Do not aay the world is better than
it was then. 7You cannot tell what the world is until it meets
Christ. It will always appear better when Christisns are
worse. DBelievers often become deceived on thias. They think
they are meking the world better, -they are making it appesr
better by becoming worse themselves. ZThe world has nothing,
or at least 1ittle, but pecce snd flattery until believers
take Christ’s position. But if they take that position, this
will show the world its awful iniguity. The perfectness of
Christ showed the rottenness of religious lerael.

Verse 20 adds "For every one that doeth evil (or
who praotises ﬁigg\gﬁfﬁh is good for nothing) hateth the light"-
Goe8 not come to the light, lest his dseds should have been
REPRCVED". Men did not and do not like Christ because He
thows up their deedis. The one great csuse why Christiens are
popular at the present day 18 beocsuse they 4o not show up the
evil. They flatter people as if they were all right. Nany
are afraid to &pesk of hell and hell fire, and afraid to spesk
of the awful iniquity of men. They are held back by their own
failure to deal with ®in within; for we slways olose our mouths
vhen we oclose our hearte sgainet God'e reproofs. We slways
inocreaBse our weskness when we fail to desl with our sins. But
1f we deal first with our own sins, and then plainly desl with
the world'e sins by our sctions as well as by our lips, the

world will not come to us. The child of God sSometimes hes &
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difficulty to know HOW té act in oiroumastances that are awkward.
The important point 48 that he Bhould WALK with the Lord, and
then "ocircumatances” will be a grest desl changed. 4 child of
God may say "Before I was sSaved I had friends who weregnnsavod
ones, and I 4o not Xnow what tc do now. ¥hen I see them, or
they see me, 1 osnnot be off-hand with them, yet I am told not

to treat them as friends, but I do not like them to think I am
rude when I go to them, ¢r they oome to me. I do not know WHAT
%o do". Let the ohild of God walk with God, and hiﬂxunéiied
friends will not want him. This will ¢lear up the whole point.
The ahild of God will have plenty of time for the asompanionship
of the Lord's people, piénty of time for communion with the Lors,
41f he walksa with the Lor&;;beoauso 4t will olear him of so many
other things. It will settle the point for him, because 1f heﬂ
18 1n scoord with the Word, snd in sccord with the Truth,’unsavea
ones who like the world, will not like his friendship. Those who
are careless will keap away. ThoSe vho want the world will bde
frightened of the child of God. There will be a certsain awe of
the ohild of God. If the Lord's people are walking with Him,
there will not be the great increase of fellowship with the
world. Sometimes there Seems encouragement mingled with the
manmufacture of hypoorisy. The true fellowship is of those
willing to obey Christ. "He that doeth truth cometh to the
light". B8ee how this wouvld unite all the Lord's people together.
DOING truth 18 that whioch unites. If all the Lord's people
8ought to obey Him, this would separate them from the worlad,

and uvnite them among themselves. Thus instead of the existence
of large divisions of professing Christiesnity, there would be
real Christianity of those united, - sveryone in Christ gseeking
to oarry out the will of the Lord. Buoh would rejoice to cocme

to the 1ight. They would rejoice to ocome to Christ, and Christ
would bs the Centre. "That their deeds might be made manifest,
becaunse in God have they been wrought”. Works wrought in God,
nothing of the flesh approved! Nothing in self can be exal ted

- in His presence. Boasting 18 shut out. These are the last worads
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of the Lord Jesus recorded here. XNicodemu® who had come with
words of courtesy and who had changed to words of critiocism
and almoat opprosition, apparently went away, so far 35 we know,
in SILENCE., It would seem et first sight that Nisodemus was
such a disappointing charaster and that something spoilt all
bis interview. Nay, it was not so. God works in a myatericus
way. Nigodemus naeded to be brought lower. To have flattered
Nicodemus wonld have been to have gained him, in one sense, dut
really to have hihdered him. The Lord spoke plainly, and left
resulte, and Nicodemus se¢emingly went off - no word of courtesy
18 recorded, no word of answor. This silence i striking. The
Pharisaic soholar wes told that Gentiles were to bde saved ss
woll as Jews, and that all - both Jew2 and Gentiles - nust be
born of God, or be 1o8t, - that he himself was ¥inked with
those who did NUT come. Perhaps he felt himself insulted; to
be told he was among those who 314 not cows to the light was
the more humiliating perheps, because he HAD come to the Lord
Jesus to talk with him. But remember he had come at night, and
that very fzot MIGH?Y heve made hiw feel the words all the more.
The Lord on snother occamion seid to some that they had not come
vwhen they were physioanlly present. There sre two comings to
Chriet. Even Hicodemus 4id not realise ooming to Christ in
the sense of fully feeling oneself a helpless sinner. HzA he
come to the Lord in the true way? 2Zut he wes apparently
convicted. There wea the beginning of Divine working. Let
ud not he disappointed when there seem Adiscoursgements. A man
nay say "How?" and may go off without any apparent interest,
even annoyed - and yet be the subject of a Divine work, and may
be brought bask again three yoarz later.

Verse 22. "After these tkings®™ - after the Paasover,
"oame Jesus and His disoiples” (ROT - "end Bis dbrethrea™).
Spiritual relationships out Him off from natural relationships.
It 18 most important that thia should be emphasiszed. Psalm 69

shows us that epiritual relationships are the closaest. "Into

the lend of Judea™. They had been at Jerusalem, a city of
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Judsa, now they came into the land of Julea where John was
baptizing in person. Thet thought is important. We read in
4. 1 "As theresfore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard
that Jesus made and bseptised more disciples than John (though
Jesus Himself wa® not baptiszing, but His disciples)” - He was
baptizing aa in oharge of them, but they were doing the sctual
work., WonderZul wisdom the Lord Jesus showad in this. Two
reasons are apparent to us, Others we mey learn a3 we wait
upon Him. -

(1) The Lord would not appear to set Himself up against
John. John was the forerunner, end though John wes to decresee
and the Lord was to inoresse, the Lord would not make disoiplen
in pppoaition to John. Hence He d1& not personally baptize.

(8) John had rightly said Christ wee the One Who would
baptize in the Holy Spirit. Therefore though He spproved of
water baptizm and EMPHASI4RED water bapticm, He Himself never

baptized in water, that this might put the more strees on the
fact that He was the Baptizer in the Holy 3pirit. That was His
pecnliar baptism.

The Lord Jesus was tarpying with them and baptizing
wad going on. LARGE NUMBRRS professed the Name of the Lord;

Jot only 50C brethren saw the Lord in resnrrection. Xe foundad
6,000 1liaten to Him at & tiwe when He fed them, but only BCO
were gathered together safter His resurrestion. Where we hope
mos8t we ought sometimes to be rightly discouraged: end where
we hope least wo have scmetimee osunse for the greatest ensourage-
ment. Under all oircumstsncesa, and in avery oase, we 8tand in
nesd of heavenly encouragement which is sver from God Himeelf,
Verse 23. "And John also Wwas baptizing in Aenon near to
S8alim, because thers was much water there; and they cesme and
were baptized”, - more emphatioslly "They were ooming alongside
and wers being baptized” - keeping onrboing baptired, f.e.-
there were always fresh disciples. So we have Joeaus and His
disciples baptizing; and "John also-baptizing™. There 18 no

8lbaeit
mention of Jobn's disciples here, although John is beptizing.
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Though we have John mentionsed, we dc not have his disciples in
conneotion with baptiem. We £ind some thus deSoribed in connestion
with other thinge. %here we have Chyist mentionasd, His disciples
parform the daptiesing. “"Huoh water there". Why this atress?
First, because of its literal need. Bapticm was by immersion.
Secondly, because of the figurative tesohing. Baptism was burilel;
end it noeeded the much water of juldgment to typify it, and rmoh
water of wrath. Baptism figured drowning, 1t figured jJudgment.
It figured being under the wrath, showing that Christ would take
the plase of EHis baloved peopls.

Verse 24. "For John was not yet sast into prison”.
Wo know how Hercd afterwards ocast him 4nto prison and murdered
him. Right up to the last he appears to have been baptizing.
John wz8 @ man willing for strain. He went through muoh for
hie Lord, and while quite a young man he was pet into prison;
yes, while quite a young man he was killed for his Lord. Ve
40 net slwsays reslise that John died so0 early, but how long
was his lifel

Verse 25. "Then there became a questioning betwsen
scme of Jobn'®s d12aiples”({out from the disciples of John),
"with & Jow"@iterally. We should ?ender by the singulasr,
not with JewS, dut tith_a‘Je!; "about purification”™. "And they
same to John" - that is, 3ohn's d1s41iples came, and said unto
bim, Rebbi, He That was with thee deyond Jordan, to Whom thou
bearest witnees, behold the Same baptizéth, and sll men ocome
to Him, This 18 gll one narrativa. "Thersfors there arose
a question" refers to the guestioning between Lthe disciples of
Jotin snd thiz Jew. NKow we have salready sesn that hLeptisam
sugzgests wrath, implied by the many waters figuring much wrsth.
But baptism has a further thought of purification. Henoe there
;:stho further controversy cocnserning punrification. The two-
fold teaching of Baptism ie very impreeeive. The type suggssts
not merely the same thowvght as passing through ths waters of the
Roed 3ea bdut the laver of Israel's priests in the tatsarnaoclas,
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God thus bringes before us not only the idea of deserved judgment
(i.e. the oriminal nature of sin)but of vnolesnnses, (i.e. the
contam{nation of 8in). Bsptism deals with both FIGURATIVELY, as
Christ's blood deals with both legslly snd experimentally. We
gpesk of our consciences, saying that they sre sprinkled with

the -®lood of Christ, also that we are ocleansed within by the
blood of Christ. The sprinkling with the blood of Christ deals
with the fasct that wrath is settled for us, that blocd has taken
away our Judgment. But the blood also OLEAN3E3, So water baptism
figures both aspects of the work of the Lord Jesus. It deals with
the outside, but 1t emphasiszes the tesching relative to the inside.
They 8aid to John "Rabbi, He that was with thee bayond Jordan, to
%Whom thouw bearest witneaé. behold the Same baptizeth, and all men
come to Him". What made them say thia? This Jew had evidently
referred to the baptism of the Lord Jesus., In what vay he
referred to 1t we do not know. Had he been baptized by one of
the disciples of the Lord Jesus? end hed the diseiples of John
when they had gone up to hiwm, finding him baptised with the
disciples of the Lord Jesuse, felt rather that their msster was
losing the euthority and the glory? If so, were they jeslous
for Jochn? It may be something of this charsotes had happened.
They may have felt "But GUR teacher is the ahosen one. John

18 not S0 popular a3 he was". They said to him, "HBohold the

Seme baptizeth, snd sll men come to Rim". KNow here was a
diffioulty for John, & real difficulty, because his disoiples
asked him, and 41t was right they should look up to him. But
though he was called to emphasize personal respondibility

over them, beyond all he MUST emphasise Christ. Henoe he

addsd "A man oan receive nothing except 1t bhe given him from
heaven™. "A Man". Here he resfers to the humsnity of the Lord
Jesus, yet to something more than this. He Speeks of himsslf
also, aB 1f to say "What I receive I d¢ not conatruot myself,

nor 18 1t that I gather men srcund me. This wes given me from

beaven, and therefore 1f Anyone oomes from above He has parfeot
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right to direot the disciples around Ximself". John thus tskes
the opportunity of speaking about Christ. Wheever asked him

adout himeelf was sure to receive an answer about Chriast,
Chapter 1 1llustrates this. Hsving mentioned hio owm nothingness
the faithful servant ever says, "Ye yourselves know that I
emphasize HIN. I have been eent to tell of THAT ONE; the
emphatio THAT ONE, the glorified THAT ORE, the separated THAT
ONE™ ~ the expreszion "That Cne" i1s emphatic. They had said
"This Cne beptizath™ (26). John said, a8 1t were, "It 18 more
Contraated
than *'This One', 'tia 'THAT? ONT' - the Glorious/Cne. "This Cne"
was8 often used ae a contsntious and elwmost insulting term among
Jews of that day, dut John would allow nothing ageinst the
glorious Lord. That One, the One digtinot from sll. 3o the
Baptist 84ds in verse 3¢ "THAT ONE muet ineresse”. "HE is the
glorious Cne, the exslted CneT Nothice the name2 Jobn gives
to Ohriet, &He refers tc Him es Christ, That One, the Bridegroom,
The One that someth from adove, He That ie out from heaven.
¢ that we, by grece, may have a S8imilar desire to exalt Christ,
that there shonld be the honouring of the Lord. The mark of the
true believer 18 that he follows the Lord, rejoioing in the
voice of the Lord, desiring to live for the Lord, and longing
that honour shofild be bdrought to she Lord. One merk of wendering
i8 1ittle care for the Lord. One mark of sin is thinking more
cf 8elf than of tha lLord. ©O that by grsce we may oonfes8s our
sins, and realising the glory of ths Lord, exslt the Lord in
our experience individually and osollectively. O that the Lord
iy inorease théugh ve booome lesa, that our consciouvs nothing-
ness msy de His exaltation, and our feeling of abdsolute frailty
may only be honouring Rimself more, for WHAT are we and WHERE
were we by nature? We were lost. By gracs we are simply saved
ones dependent upon Him. The Holy Spirit ever emphasizes this,
Without Him we can do nothing. ILet us therefore, s3 John Aaia,
exalt our beloved Lord, and thue &hall we settle all disputings
a8 John settled them - Christ as the Centre, Christ glorified.
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It 18 by this true realisatiocn of our true position that we snter
into the BLES3SEDNESS of the Christian 1ife, end thus are ensbled
to 1ive in the 1light of THAT DAY.

- o - o
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