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We have geen how Nicodemus representing others in his
gomewhat proud way, oame tc the Lord Jesus by night, but that
the Lord would have nothing of Nicodemus's flattery, btut would
bring Mocdemus down as a poor, helpless, lost sinner, to sas
bis need of = quickening from above, a birth out of thé water
of wrath, and a birth out of the quickening work of the Spirit
0f God without Whom none ¢an see Jod's glcry. You resollect
hqwaioodemus's werda, which were almost quibbles, the Lord
snswered firmly, aternly, yet graciously, We read these verses
10, 11 and 12 last time. "Jesus answered and said, Thou art
the teacher of Isr~el and these things thou dost not recognize;
verily, verily, 1 say untc thee, that which WE have seen, we
spéak". So the Lord brings befors us His 1link with Johr, and
John's link with Nim. Nicodemus had coms in the nume of others,
tho Lord ssys, "Ycu refuse ¥e, and One linked with Me". The
Lord's "we" i the srsmer to Nicodemus's "wo". Niccdemus and
tha Pharisees had partiecularly refused John's testimeny, and
that was to refuse Christ, "Ye raceive not OUR wiiness".
Earthly thinge bad been said to the tescher cf Isrsel and he

414 not believe. The Lord &ces nct compromise, lls dces not

explain awmey the words of Israel's Rabbi. MNicédemus hsd said
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"How?" The Lord says, "You do not believe, and the others in
whose name you come do not believe™ - for the "you" 4s plural.
"If T have tcld iOU sarthly ?hinga, how beavenly things will
you believe?” "YOU"-plural agsin. While Niocdemus identified
himself with the 3anhelrin of Ierael, or with any section of
it, he oould not be brought to a right poeiticn before the
Lord, Sslvation is net s metter of s 1i%tle cempany changing
1ts opinion cr rosognizing a new teashsr; it i3 an individual
matter for the pocr, lecet sinner, and Nicodsmus had to be
brought to & humbling "THOU" before he could enter inte the
blessedness of grace. "low will ye bslieve?" The Lord anewers
Nioodemug'e "how?" with anothar "how?™; there is nbthing Yo
pleapge the flesh, nothing that man wculd chooss. Versse 13
referas to the Deity of Christ and alse an indicaticn that
Nicodemua could receive the instruction frem no-one elss. "And
no-one hath ascaended up intc the heaven except He Yho descenied
cut of the heaven, even the Scn ¢f man Who 18 in heaven".
Christ emphasized Himeelf. Israsl's tenchers to this day dring
that aguinat Him. If He were not God. He ocould not thus
emphasize Himself. The way in vhich the bumble end mesek
Saviour spcke of Himoelf demonstrated His Deity more clearly
than almost suything else. His very humility, it is evideat,
would make the words of gldry concerning Hirself out of place,
were e not God manifect in the flesh. That Le was the Son

§f man 18 true, but that He was the One in the heaven,

essentially in the heaven, as the term implies, - that was also



true. The realigation of the Deity of Chriel is ever linked
with & trus rsalizaticn ¢f the atonement of Christ, the two

are assooiated. Ilsrael at the present time have a stumbling
block at the two; they reject His Deity, snd they reject His
death; when de returns in glory they will underetand both.
"They will_looi upen Ee ¥hom they pierced' says Zéch. 12, where
God 18 speaxing. "ie" - Deity; "Whom they piorced” - death.
They will say, "Lo, this is our God" - Delty; "We will be glad
and rejoice in Bis Sslvation" - astonement. And the Lord Josus
links the two here, for He adds in verse 14, "As liosks 1ifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even co muat the Bon of man
be 1ifted up". Tia Deity cf Chriet explained in verse 13 is8
linked with the expression *in heaven", the satonement is linked
with lils boing on osrth, and with the title "Scn cof man". There
is language here whieh ncne can understand, exoept they are in
Obrist Jesus, for “Who hath known the mihd of the Lcrd?” Who
hath found the nature of the Lord? Mere logic, more science,
mare mental ability mmst fall short, Nec-one lnoweth the Son,
but the Father, and he to whomsoever the Father roveals. '"As
Woses 1ifted up (or exalted) the serpent (the one marpent) in
the wilderness (a place outeide the city) so must tha Son of
man be 1ifted up (exalted)". The word SO iwplies s fulfilment
cf type end & parallel event; in the ssme way Ho must be 1ifted
up, that is to sey must be 1ifted up cutside the city, must de
1if%ed up cn & pele, ror the crcss wus 8imply a stake, as the
vord implies. The orcss beam is rat sr linked with heathenism,

Christ wae 1ifted up on a pole, tulfilling the words of Kozas
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concerning a ourse on thcse who hang on a tres, But the 50 hes
a fuller teaching. As Mosss 1ifted up the serpent in the
wildernees, the one hope of salvation, SC Aid tha Loxrd Jecsus
die. There were not two serpents, and thers are not two
Saviours, Bitten ones locked tc the serpent, and heart-broken
T "Look to the BSaviour. Only those who felt their nesd
looksd, they were not told that they could lcok becauwese they
were 8 chosen people, thcugh it WAS beoauss tbéy were & chesen
pecple they oould look. So is it now. We do not preasch to the
unsaved ccneerning Gcd's secret hidéen counsels, but vhen they
look they reelize that their feeling ¢f 4dcom 18 their argument
for looking., The reason for the lcoking is the grace ¢f God
which has brought them into the poeiticn to look. God's grace
ie slways the background, God's grace 4s always the basis as
wall as the top-stone. But the S0 is ncre omphetisc. The
serpent was & serpent of brasa, end drass or copper suggasts
pewer. But, wae not cur bsloved Lerd crucified through |
weaknesg? Ah, but that which appeared the weakness of God was
stronger than death, and He vhen Ee died there, suffering in
intense physiasl and soul agony, was the Mighty One,- Altogether
powerful, in wondrcus pewer to bear the sin of great numbers
whom no men oan number. He bare the sin ¢f meny, when Ha, the
Lamd of God took awsy that ein, & weight that no man could

have taken together with Him. Another might share the weight
of the orcss on the journey to Calvary. an angol might be with

hin in Gethsemane, but on Calvary Ha was there alcne, alcne
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supporting the Judgment that He took Yor the lcst. But there is
a8 furthsr thought - the brass was mouldad into the form of a
serpent, and the serrents wera the exscutcrs c¢f CGod's wrath, and
thus the Lord Jesus when exalted upcn that pole was exulted
there as the One Who met wrath, as the One Whe wes as it wers
£11led with Judgment, as the Ons \Whe éntirbly met the doom of
His people. But the brazea serpent did not move as ths other
serpents, the brazen serpent 3id not btite; and becauae Christ
as it were'took “he very shape of judgment there 1g no diting
Judgmanéﬂggugﬁose whe look to i%¥. wrath i3 satisfied, wrath
is settled, wrath is silent, wrath is met, and the Lord's
redeemed rejoice, that as loses 1ifted ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁf%ﬁé wilderness,

80 bas the Son of man been 1ifted up. The MUST has baen
fulfilled, the MUST'S of Jotn 3 are linked togethar; ws, by
grace, kave snjcyed the sarlier MUST of verse 7 bacauss of the
other MUET of verse 14. The IN THE w#ILDERNESS 19 an adiitional
thought; the wilderneas is a picture of the world, and Christ
was net merely a Savicur for Jews, but for Jews and GEATILES
who are alike brought nesr by Eis preeicus bleod. Only those
who understand a wilderness position, who feel the world is a
wilderness, ani feel themselves in danger, only those Yook, and
all that look, though numerous, are saved by cne way of
galvation. One bullcck on lsraol's day of atonement died for
wany in ons race, one goat Aled for many in one netion, one
serpent was the ceatre for the whele people, God's cne's eare

full of teaching for those vho reslize the fne of Whom they speak.



Chriet wae exalted, and 1ifted up when Ee died. John tells us
that He Himself said, "If I be 1ifted vp from the earth I will
draw all msn untd Ms", Yes, He was sxalted when men thought
that they had brought Him down. It was no mere ascident that
He wag on the oross, He was between earth and hesven; He was
a8 it were the uniting One, and the cross suggssted the ladder,
or rather the One Whe was hanged on that cross suggested a
ladder, lifted up that others might se¢ Him. Lifted up as the
One Who wes more than an earthly ons, as the Cne Who has come
down from heaven, He the Great Savicur of sinners was there
exalted as finishing the work that wag given Him to do, exelted
in anticipation of the exaltation when He was raised from the
dead and placed at the right band c¢f the Father, exalted that
His people might be exslted, that they might bave, nct the
curse of Divine judgment, but, after the weight of MAN'S
reproach end Judgment, that they might share the crown of glory
and the throne of triumph with Himaelf.

dnd verse 15 8dds "That whoscever believeth in Him
should not perieh but have everlasting life, for God so loved
the world that He gave His Only Begotten Son that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 1life".
These added werds give a wondrous Divine emphasis. We cannct
h;lp noticing that their force ie somewhat weaker by the
altersd translation "eternsl™ and "everlasting”. God by
repetition often brings His txuth Yo bear on those who have
bad memories. Christ was lifted up with a Divine object.



There was no mere aceident - "That whoscever” - of whatever
paticn or condition or age he be. But the word is singular; it
implies that it must be the looking inddviduelly. National
salvaticn is not the Divine teaching; it is &5 matter of
individuall relationship to a personal Christ. "That vheecever
believeth in Him", or more emphatically, "That everyone that is
charaoterized by believing in Hinm". Be receives a new life, a
Divine 1ife, that 4s marked by believing in Him, and that finds
a resting place in Hiw. ™Should not perish away”. Iow could
he porish away, when he has 1ife in him? PERISHING is the
opposite of HAVING, AWAY is the opposite of END. "Should not
perish away, but have everlasting life, for God so loved the
world". The "for" linke to the verse preceding. We must not
resd eny passage cut of its context. “For God so loved the
world". The "gso" is the same word 2s in verse 14. These S0'S
sbggest certain parallels. "God SO loved the world'. In what
way? Ah! with & "so"™ thet has no parsllel exoept with itself.
Ee s0 loved ae to give. The only parellel is part of the saums
love. Yet there is & further thought - He so loved that He
would not save without a righteous death for poor guilty
sinners. He did not love indisoriminatsly and carelessly, He
d41d not love indulgently, He so loved as only toc save by a
saorifice, - HE LOVED RIGHTEOUSLY. The fulness of thet love
never made 1t unjust against His law. He never broke His truth
to save those on vhom He met His merecy. His word stocd, His

rightecusness remsined unshaken, but yet He loved, and loved
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with an everlasting leve, that fromw eternity extends tc eternity,
and gives un everlasting life beaause of Him Who tcok over our
death. He so laved as to give, and we, having been brought by
guch love to lmow such lcve, should love sncugh to glve unto

Him. Lecve 15 nct mere impulse, love is not mere 1anguage,vlove
is sotive. Love gives, and if we lcve the lord, we should glve
our all unte Him. If we love our brethren we thould lay down
our lives for them, cr at least be ready %0 Go anyihing,

enduring the strein with holy cheerfulness because of love.

In verse 16 the "in Him" is rather “into Him", fer by
nature man is outsids, but when there ias salwation there is &
blessed "into Him", Not merely do we believe iato e thing, a
oreed, or a chturch, but into Him, a Living Person Who became
dead that we miémt live in Hinm.

"HAVE" everlssting life. The words ring out agsin
"HAVE", The tensc implies a ocontinuance, the tense implies that
the Lord's pecple aré to'posaess this by the enjcyment cf a
living feith in Him as a 1iving possession. "HAVE life
everlasting”, in the ages to come they shall still have it. Not
only are they poesessed, but they possess; not cnly are they in
Ohriat, but Ohrist is in them. Thers is g wondrous fulness in
what grace has wrought; and we deserve the judgmeni, we deserve
wrath, we had followed the serpent to sin, snd we daserve the
saxpent's doom, but Christ took our place that we might believe
in Him, "THANZS BE UNTC GOD FOR HIS UNSPEALABLE QiFI™,




