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(The introcductory remarks were missed).

Hebrews 12 brings before us solemn realities -
oses trembling and lount Sinei with its wondrous glofies.
It is fitting that we should hear the words ring out in the
last verse "Qur God is & consuming fire™, It is fitting also
that the redeemsd of the Lord should be urged o serve od
ip acpord vith His greatvess and glcry as well as worship
Him well-plessingly with reverence and godly fear. There is
need not only for the love that overflows in the expreseions
¢f the Soug of Solcomon but for the depth of solemnity that
finds expression in the reverence and godly fe=ar.

Chepter 13 goes on without any dbreask - "Let
bretherly love centinue", 1In view of obedience to God it is
wall to emphasize service tc fellow saved ones; Indeed the
two coramandmernts are linked - "Thou shalt love the Lord",
"Mhou shalt lcve thy neighbour™, Thy neighbour is second
vut tLy veighivour ié not Porzotten: and the primary thought
to a believer in the term "peighbcur" must be "fellow-
believer". Hepce the Divinme stress cn brctherly love - the
love of thosa who ars torn again into ths same family, the
love between the blood-bought ones mede vear in the blood
of Christ. "Brotherly love"., Thera is & "TH&" I1pn front of
the word. "IHE" brotherly love, inm the Greek - that well
knowm brotherly lcve, that bLrotherly lcve which can be
demongtrated, and sc has the lemcnstrative "IEA" in frent

of 4t - that can be pointed out for it is visible and not



merely & feeling within, THE brectherly love.

The term "Brotherly lovem™ is from that root which
has the idea of friendship. It is not only the love of pity,
it is not oxly the love c¢f general interest - bubt the love of
friendlinees. et your brethren be your friende. Do not seek
friendship with unsavsd cnes; In the famlily of the redeemed
should be the fellowshiﬁs and frieundships of the redisemsd.
"Continue” - the word is elsewhere renderel "Abide"”, "Remain,
"Contipue™: all phree renderings are given in John 15. All
the words bring before our minds somé precious thoughts in
Bnzlish and perhavs we cannot do better than tc combine sall
these thoughts tc sez the FULNESS of the term employed. Iet
the brotherly love remain - nct be spasmodic; let if be
ebiding in the heart apd in the life, so that it will be
seey in all ths acticns; let it keep on abiding, if you will,
for that is a possible rendering, emphasizing twice the
continuance thst God loves. “Bs nct forgstful to entertain
strangers"; Here again there is a fulness which is hard to
bring out in cur transiation. Be not forgetful. Iet there
not De.a forzetfulpess cr an oscaping the notice of this
inpertant service unto the Lord. It is possible to be
forgetful without intending tc be forgetful. It is possible
that something may slip one's,nctice; fHence the Spirit of
God warns againast forgetfulmess. A bad memory is sin as ¢
many thinga. It is linked with & lack of intersst in
'spirifuel delights. If we ars interested in the things of
%0d w2 shall remember the things of Fod and try to 'do the
things of God. Be not forgetful of something more then
enterteining stravgers. It is the T.OVE of strangers. That
ie stroumger. '"Intertainiog" is a word which has several specisl
meanings in Znglish; but not one of them is sc full as the
word "love™, It is the same term "love"™ as we have in verse 1.

"Lét brotherly love". Be nct.forgetful of strapngers. That



love of frievndship makes strangers into friends.

Now this term "stranger™ is used of guests and in
other sqriptures it seems to be applied to telievers coming
from one distriet to another distriotl Youw know how in the
eerly Church a Phebe‘woula travel from Ccrinth to Rone. A
Pimethy would arrive at Corinth. Thers would be travelling.
brethren and there would 5e scme saved ones come from one
rart of the land to another part, for thoughf there was not
80 much travelling inm thosc dsys as ther: is ncw, yet among
the bslievers there wse & falr amourt of travelling, because
many of them were Jewish believers and had become uszed %o
the traveliing up to the Feast at Jerusalém; and after when
they wers saved tley wers brought te travel in connection
with the Lord's msork snd the fellowship of the Lord's
people; God arranged inm the early Chuxch thel therxe should
be a great streoss upon fellowship of the redeemel. TYou
knoﬁ how amongz Israel the cnly holidays they had were all
going to worship God. Thaet was the only idea of holiday in
ancisnt times and in the esrly Church this wss doubtless
roeproduced with spiritusl feelings - saints uniting togethzar in
the thiongs cf God. BSo whether these strengers were travelling
to see other saved ones or whethsr they were changing their
lceality - perhaps driven cul by persecution - whatever was
“ the cause it matters not; they would arrive where the
believers were to meet, end Paul wrote and he said "Show
loving affection to thess guests of ycurs, te these. who come
from a distapce; show the love of strangers".. The word "THE"
is hers again. It is tc be demonstrmted. It is to be
evident. It is wot enought to say "Oh I feel it". TFeelings
are excellent iy their right place but there is a need for
the showlng forth of {hat which is in the heart.

Before leaving this verse let us turn tohuhird

Bpistle of John. .=1eed concerning some whc came to the



place where Gaius was; and John remerked concerning him in
varse 5 ;-
"peloved one, thou doest & faithful thing whatsocever
thou hest done with a view to the brethren and this with a
view to strapgers, that is stranger-brethren, guest-
brethren, brethren who come from a distance, who bear
witness of thy lcve in sight of & Church. Thou shalt do
well when thow hast sent them forward worthily of God,
for on accouxt of the Neme they went forth receiving
ncthing from the nations. e &re therefore im deltg to
receive such in order that fellow workers we may bscone
with thae truth. I wrote something to the Church but the
ope who loveth their pre-emipnence. Diotrephes, doth not
veloome us. PBecause cf this, if I shall have come, I
will remember the work which he doeth prating against us
with wicked words and not being coontest at these things
neither himself has welcomed the brethren, alsc those
who are wishinz he is hipndering =pd out of the Church
he is casting.: Belovsd one, do vnot imitate the bad
thing but the good thing. He that doeth goocd ocut from
God is he. Hs that dceth evil is not in God®™.
You can see the point. John knew all mentioned tc be brethren,
who were travelling in the Lord's work and two at least came
to wherse Diotrephes and Gaius lived; and Gaius welcomed them
thouvgh they were atrangers from a disfavce and showed lcwve %o
them: and John ssid "You are doinmg & faithful thing in doing
that. They went forth for the sake of the Name. They would
not take anything from the Gentiles. They did not seek
earthly things but went out in the Name of the Lord and you
have done a good thing to welcome them",
Turning again to Hebd. 13 we find there is a further
tamscn given to encourage the entertaining of strangers:
"For thercby some have cptertained angels unawares". A
wbnderfully full statement. Thereby some have entertained -
have receivel as guests, messevngeres or angels; they hawe
roceived messsngers (that is to say) these who have been
gant forth from Churches; they have received delegates of
assemblies, and those whe are ambassadors from the Lord. But
more tham that, they have received angels. W think of the
ddentimes when angels appeared and when friendliness was shown
o them as by Lot in Sodom. The word "unawares" is from the

gsame rcot as the word "forget". Let it not slip your notice,



or let it not sscape your attention to show love to strangers
for thersby some have received angels as strangers while it
was egcaping their notice. An extraordinary statement. The
Apostle says "Do not let it escave your notice to do this,
because if you &l ways keep it in your eye to receive the
strangers you will find something else will escape your notice
which 1% 1s wo:th while tc have had escape your notice axnd

- that something else will be that you received better peopls
than you thought you received, withoﬁt knowing it - angels
when you thought they were men - Not that tﬁe Apostle exactly
means that angels will come tc men as they did to Abrsham end
to Lot; but he gives a side-glance at the thouéht: that as God
in the olden times gave pecple more than they expected, so does
He now. If thére i8 reccsiving of guests in the Name of the Lord,
there is a receiving of the Lcrd; The Lerd Jesus Himself said,
"He that receiveiﬂvyou receiveth e". Thus it is important
for us to realise that to receive His representatives 1s more
than_tc receive even angels? Hemce the Lerd sncourages Iix
people to show "brotherly love™ not only to those they have
seen but to thosz they have not seen befcre. "Remember them
that are in bonds™y- "Do not forget™ (v.2); "Do remember™ (i.s).
Keep on remenbering. The term implies "continuance". Yes,
keep or remembering. It is easy to have emotion fcr a few
minutes. Most things are worked up at the present time in
connection with temporary emotion. The Lord's @Word is
conpected with spiritusl continuance - a going on. A keeping
on remembering. Keep on romembering them that are in bonds,
as bound with them; what does this mean? Does it mean Fyou
‘are bound with them? Not primarily, there is the word "as",
7hat then? That you are tc remember them as though you have
been bound with them? Yet stronger - resckon ycurselves so

linked with them that you view their bonds as your bonds,



their trials as yovr trials; as those who have been bound with
them in your experience - wvot in effect but in experience. We
shall see apnother thought as to effect in & moment or two. Let
us take this thought first; Iive then, as those who have been
bound, kmew that which they feel yourselves, realise that your
brother's pain is your pain, ard your brother's suffering is yours.
Here we sce the effect of brotherly love - not only
the laying dowm of the life for the brethren but a feeling at
all times better than mere sympathy. Remember, therefore, and
show your memory. ¥ come to the second pért of the verse and
the apostle intensifies the thought - "Them whioh suffer adversity"
(or those who are held by evil) "as being yourselves also in the
body" Now this at once shows ts that beyond the primary thcught
of the word "as" there is another. "As" here means "since"™; so
‘we will read the first clause with the other meaning, "Remember
those that are bound since you have besy bound with them. As
it IS thus: since you are in the bundle of 1life with then, sinde
you have been bound with them in salvatioun, enter into their
bouds of suffering; since you are in the "bond of peace™ with
them as Zph. 4 puts it, linked in one communion with the Loxrd
Jesus Christ; since you arekunited to them and with them becsuse
united with Him, remembver those that are in bonds.

Then we have the other clause to explain - "Since
ve yourselves are in the body". Because we feel a strain and
pain, we can enter more fully into other Christisans' feelings of
strain and pain. Our frail bodies cﬁght to make us sympathetic.
Physical sufferings are with a reason. They are not only to
chasten us, not only to teach us to rest on the Lord still, but
to teach us affection; If we heve severything gbing easily we
shall be unsympathetiec. Trials ought to make us cautious in our
mapper towsrds others. Difficulties are to prevent us being
indifferent to the needs of others. But is that all? Surely

pnot. ‘faen Paul was on this earth he emphasized & vast manifest



unity of the Lord's redeemed which we do not see now. There
was the unity of all saved ones in a -marked manner and they
were in the body of Christ. Sc we have a two -fold referxrence
o Bph. 4. not only to the "bond cf peacs™ bhut to the "one
body". ™"As being yourselves also in the body". It is this
that leads up to the teachliug of the next verse, because in
Eph. 5 God goes on to speak of the marriage union betwsen the
Lord end His people; for Hebre&s and BEphesizans alwaye go
together. ZEphesisns sveaks: about the Lord's people made nesar
in the blood of Christ: end what does thét signify? hy,
going ivto the holiest. IEphesisuns 2 has the TIITPLE

gymbolism, Bebrews has the Tabernacle figures, "and being
made near™ reminds of "having thersfore brethren beldmess to
enter into the holiest by the bdlood of Jesus ﬁy e new and
living way which He m2th cousecrated for us through the veil,
that is to say, His flesh", Hebrews and IZphesians alwsys go
together. They seem to Havs been written momwwhers near the
same time apd seem to bring out the same parts of God's
teaching: though the letter to Ephesians was specid ly writvten
for Gentile believers and Hebrsws for Jewish believers. Hence
the differences inm desling with the same subject - Ephesisans
to draw the Lord's people éway from Gentildism to Christ,
Hebrews from Judaism tc Christ. So there is the allusion here
by contract to that hovourable and glorious maerriage relation-
ship tc Him «ho is the bridegroom. The yr actical aspect is,
of course, dealt with as well.

As in Ephesians, so the allusion here - 4o love inm
the homse. There God commendsd godly love, thers gcdly
cbedience, there He dealt with 1ittlé things, details &nd
trivial matters; though there is nothing trivial with our
God. But there is the further spiritual parallel. It is
ever linked and ever emnmhasized with the deily relationships

trat we ail have. 7Verse 5 continmues: "Let your conversation



be without covetousness™, -The actusl mea ing is more emphatic -
"iitheut & love of silver let your turning-about be", The
term "licve™ is the same that we have in Hebrews 15? 1-2. Xe
have the love of brethrew, the love of guesiis, and NOT the love
of silver; LOoV:E, LOVI, LOVE, The friendly term - Do notvbe
friends to silver; let your uhole turning about, let your whole
manner of life be without this love of silver., "Be content
with the present things": this ie mcre emphatic than "such
things as ye have™. A child of Gl &S to be content with such
things as he has. The expression concerns money, dbub that is
not all. Be content with the present things, with the suffer-
ings, with the losses, with the difficulties that ys have iv
the present time, with the phyeieal strain, with the mental
strain, with every strain all rolled into one; be content with
it. A complsining child of God is acting very sinfully. The
children of %o0d have no reason to grumble - being content and
gxeepiug on beivg content witz such things as they have. The
Holy Spiftit suggests that if we are saved from the lcve of that
which is sin we should be content; for whst i1s contentment?
It does not depend on cuzantity of possessions but on fhe stete
of heart: Contentment is not possession S50 MUCH., A manu ney
poséess pillions and wnot be content; a men may possess nothing
and yet be content. Paul said "I have learned in-whatsocever
state I am therswith to be content.” Je increasse ﬁur troubles
Ly our wishes. You wish to do a thing and there will be a
fretting sand grumbling #f youw are hindgred in it; only wish tc
dc fod's will end it settles all grumbling; only wish to do
Sod's will, it brings contantment; Be content wish such
things a8 ye have; A child of 344 has never permission to worry,
never authority to dispute the pcsition in which 5od has placed
him. Be oontent} Now nctice the addel words - "Fer Hi hath
g21d" - 380 smphatic; He himeelf hath said "I willinéver.laave

thee nor forsaby dhee™: so that we may boldly say "Ths Lord is



my Helper"., Be content with the thinge that are present, that
He Himself hath sent; Not "Being content with the things that
are present because of what they are, but becauss of what He
is.) A child of Ged is wot to be simply ome Filled with
indiffserauce who ssys "Oh I dcb't mind what ccmes, I can get
along with anything"; Vay, it is because He hathsaid, "I will
never leave thee" that the child of Zc¢d cay be content; There
are some paople wno have not enough emthusiasm to géet cross and
they think they have a good temper; There are some peopls who
have not snough enerpy to worry and they think they have very
peaocable minde; but there is scmething corrupt in a state like
thet. The victory for the c¢hild of Zod ie when he realises the
diffieulty =nd realises the strain yet locks to God and all
difficulties are swent ov cone side, and all difficulties are
swallowed up 1o the nighty power of the mighty God. He Himsel?
hath said; ard the werd of Sod wilil stand egainst all the words
of man; szrd ths .pewer of Ged meets all the trials that may
‘surround. He Himself hath seid with a fixity - as the tense
irmlies. He ha’h said with uvalterable undenistle certainty.

Fe Eimself hath s2id "I will never leave theé'nor forsake thee™;
and in that sentence we have five times over the word HOT.

MIOT HOT will I leave +thes, IIOT LCT JOT will I forsaike thee™.
God's ILCTS are unbreakable; The intensifie? form of the
negative here used, is used by man in different places butb
wnerever man uses it, his word 1s broken. It is & very sﬁrong
negatiye; But wherever %od uées i%, Oisg word is undbroksu. I
wILI WOoT LOT 40T. Ged's NOT3 will vever be changed. TGod's
certain words will never be wade uncertain. dnd notics the
precious IHZZ, twice over: I will unever leave 7283 nor forsalke
T{33. The word "forsazke™ is that vsed in uatthed My God, lly
Gcd, why nest Thou Zorsaxen Me": Ile, the Belcvel Ope of God
was, s it were, forsaken that His people might vever be Fforsalken.

. . . ..
Ee took julzmewt that they might Dbe deliverel from juigmeny,



10.

and so now thay are never left in Jjudgwmeunt, never ielt in wrath.
Though th%ymay be left in trizls the Tord in His love is at their
sidg,and Iis cars, though perhaps usnnoticed, is fully Jdetermined
to bring them safely through and [le will with the terptation meke
e way of escape that IIis peopls mey bear up under it. "He is not
a men that He shoull lis}nor the son of man that Te should repent™,
Lat us rest on His all-sufficient word end whetever men say, 8inca
EZ hes said something else, let us bcldly say ir respcuse to Zod's
utterances "I he Lord is my Helper, I will not fsar; whet shall a
man do unto me?' The thought here 1s '"[he Lord versus e map™.

The broator azainst tle oereated. "The Lord is my Helper; ihat
8hall a man 40 untc me?' The contrast is that of Romans 8.

"I am persueded” says the Anostle "thst wveither this thing nor
that thing shall Le able to separats me frem the love of God
which ie in Christ Jesus my Lord™. He adds "Nor =ny other
creaticn shall be able to separate ms"., Tou see the thought:
everything outside Jod Lhas Por 1tz hishest word "creation™ sand

He Fimselfl is CRIATOR: end thersfore all the thinzs of man must

be laid low for EZ will not £sil: He is over a&ll Sod Blessed for
ever and He will kea2p Iis .Jord. As Isaish 51 puts it :-

n"] even I =am He that comforteh you: who art thou that
theu shouldst be afrsid ¢f a man that shall die and of the
son of man which shall be mads as press; eni Torgettest the
Lord thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens and
laid the Foundations of ihe earth; and hact fecared
coptinually every day, because of the Fury of the oppressor,
as if he ware ready tc destroy? and where is the fury cf The
oopreszsor? The caplive exile hastenelh thet he may be
loosed and that he should not die in the pit wor that his
breed should fail. 3But I am the ILord thy God That
divideth the ses whose wayes roared: the Lord of Hests is
Tis Fame! And I Lave oubt Ly words in thy mouth, sud I khave
soverel thea in the shadow c¢f iline hend, that I may plant

the wavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say
unto Zion, Thou art 1%y people™,
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