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QUILINE:
1., The Attitude of God's Servant, ' .
2. "The God of Glory"; "The glory of God" (vsrse 65).
3, Vesopotumia and Hsren; with hesrt-searching lessons,

Last time we ssw God's servent Stephen, who was oprosed, o8 men
of God are alwsys opposed, - oppesed particularly hy the foreign-born
Jewish unbelievers st Jerusslem., These were the ones who were in some
respects dbroader than the ofhers, hut 1% sppears on this oceasilon they
took the ‘position of a most pronounced definite Judaism, They showed
themselves more intensely Jewish in their stress on the temple than the
very Jews of Jerusalem itself, They could not resist the wisdom and
the spirit of Stephen &nd so they told lles against him, and thus bdrought
him in to the privileged position of which ¥att, 5 spesks, "Blessed
are ye when men shall révile you and persecute you, and say all nanner
of evil against you felsely for My sake”, The people, the elders, and
the seribes were 'all stirred up, and Stephen wes brought before the
council, It is enough for the disciple that he be as his Lord. Stephen
1s intensely unpopular, He is eaught and hurried to the counoll, Can
Jou expect Justice from the ecouncil? Ohly recently they have killed
the Lord of Glory, and they have bhesaten His apostles, How will Stephen
fare in front of them? How will Stephen witness in front of them? What
will be THE result? At first when he stends there in front of the eoun-
cil, false witnesses sre rsised up, snd these false witnesses, ss those
who witnessed agninst the Lord Jesus, declare that the attack wss on the

temple, . In the days of Christ their charge was, "He said He will destroy

the temple, and raise it in three days." NOW their utterance 1s, "This
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man doth not cease speaking words egainst the holy place, and the law,
for we have heard him keeping on saying that Jesus, the Nazarene, THIS
ONE, - evidently uttefed contemptuously - will take down this place,

and will changé the customs which Moses gave &s a tradition to us", Here
1s Stephen in the midat of a bitterly hostile erowd, knowing full well
what is ahead of him, ond, apparently, none of the Lord's people stand
‘st his side, I do not ssy this is proved, but the stlence of Seripture
as to the presence of others till the end is very remarkable, On snother
occasion Paul said, "At my first answer no man stood with we", In this
regpect the disciple must sometimes be as his Lord, "They all forsook
Hinm, énd fled", Ah, dut there is a dlessed contrast, the Lord Jesus
took the wrath of GOD, and there is none of this for Stephen, or for
any saint, But how will Stephen fare in the midst of such a crowd?

Will he hecome impatient, or will he retract? Neither, "And all that
get in ﬁhe council, lodking stedfastly upon him, (1it., into him), saw
his face as it had been the face of an angel”, And so he was, in the
_other sense of the word "messenger", & messenger from God, And they
looked stedfastly upon him, and they saw there was something strange;
there was something extraordinary about this man's nulet, calm, restful
and pesceful attitude. Later on we shall find that Stephen LOOKED UP
STEDFASTLY into heaven (verse 55), First they looked on hil stedfastly,
but he did not so-much look on them stedfastly; he looked on the Lord
stedfastly, "We all with unveiled face beholding as in a gléss the
glory of the Lord are being changed into the same fmege™ - here Is the
key. We understend Stephen's face now, They looked stedfastly upon
him; he was looking stedfastly upon the Lord, It is true that till the
last few moments it was only with therf faith, that he saw, but tﬁe

sye of faith deserves more than an "only" in front of it, It is a pre-

clous power to endure as seeing Him Who 1is invisidle, Stephen, there-
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fore, is in front of the couneil, charged with belng ageinst the Lord
and meking manifest what it is to_be in harmony with the Lord, His
face presches hefore his mouthw.and all their hitter opposition only
gives a hackground for the display of grace. The high priest, the
natural spokesman, as when the Lord was tried, the high priest puts a
cuestion, "Are these things so?" More foreidly it is, "BUT the high
priest said”, He would break the - to him - painful silence which set-
tled down upon the council, as they saw that man in front of them, Those
who had attacked him earlier could not answer his words, and now they
£ind a diffienlty to answer his face, if I may so put it, That face
was an eloouent testimony, and as they looked upon it they felt there
was something wrong, - with them, But the high priest would summon his
courage, (poor courage) would summon his opposition and would say, "If
these things are 30", - for I think there is something more then a auesg-
tion in this first verse, The high prisst is ahout to make a further
statement, "If these things are so... But he seid", - Stephen stops the
high priest, and, as for as we know, interruptions of his holy interrup-
tion are sbsolutely silenced, till, at the end, men are cut to the heart,
and they gnash on him with their teeth, The Lord causes avhile a won-
drous sllence to break over the erowd, No man can speak t1ill the testi-
mony is given, The Lord determined thst His servant's voice should be

heard, and the high priest's broken sentence is the opporfunity for the

unbroken sentences of the men.of God, 4h, dear friends, the Lord can

rule a raging crowd, The Lord can rule the Sanhedrim, The Lord ean

rule everything; His infinite power is marked out in these strange cir-

cumstances, - yet not strange., "If these things sre so,,." What was the

high priest intending to add? I suppose, words similar to those which

were used in conneotion with the murder of our bheloved Lord,

The high
priest rent his clothes,

"#hat need we any further witnesses? Ye have



de
heard the witness, what think ye? and they all condemned him to be guilty
of death", "If these things asre so", sald the high priest, with a show
of justice, for there had been witnessES according to the law, "If these
things are so", - then of course that man must be removed, the Jewish.
Sanhedrim csnnot countenance one who spesks egainst the customs which
they proqléim Koses gave by tradition; dut & voice interrupts, as we
have Just seen, "But he said, ¥en &and brethren and fethers, hear", "Men,
brethren", a common mode of address, then, and not to be misupderstood

through sinful theories of & "universal fatherhood, "And fsthers", dbe-

cause here was the assendbly of the aged men of Isrsel, Stephen speaks
with politeness, though not with the fear of men, There is a vast dif-
ference between the two, ™en, brethren, and fathers, hear", "Hear at
once" a5 the word suggests, for there i1s an urgency, but yet there is a
cuiteness, "The God of the Glory was seen by our father Abrahsm", A
men with a face like an sngel can talk ahout the Cod of the glory, Herein
is a fitness, The men who utters these words, like Hoses has beeﬁ in
such communion with God, thst, as it were, the skin of his face shines,
but he does not speek of himself. "The God of the glory", The Jews
thought mueh of the Shekinah glory, and rightly so, but in the seoond
temple they had it not, The second temple wss the one then étanding at
Jerusalem; about which, they ssid, this man speaks disrespectfully; -
but this man speaks of the God of the glory, The glory which, was with-
drawn from them with its striking evidence that there was something
wrong in their experience and religion, was before and upon him; They
were clinging to the customs and this place. Stephen thought of the God
of the glory, The charge they made sgainst him had doubtless an element
of truth, As the charge resads, though we recognize there is misrepre-

sentation, I feel sure we sympathize with the one who is charged, BEven

his enemies' words acouit him, for they say, "He doth not ceamse™ - s
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splendid testimony. It is a poor thing to be changesble, "Hs doth not
ceaée" they add, "spesking words against the place and the' law, and
changing the customs which Moses gave," They have nothing here, like
we might have axpectéd in such & charge, to be brought against him, It
is true in verse 11 of chapter 6 they say, "Against Moses, and
against God", but, even there, Hoses is first, 2And now in the charge
before the council, there is nothing about God, The PLACE is made their
god; the LAW is their exaltstion; theCUSTOMS are their elimax, The ser=
vant of GbD was against the customs, Those customs, which, they said,
Yoses gave, but some of them were making the Word of God of none efféct
by their traditions, and the others were given by GOD through MYoses to
Israel in the flesh; God having a right to change them in a fresh dis-
pensation, But the CUSTOKS were the 1dols of these men, they ha@ for-
gotten the God of the glory. They thought of the plece fro which the
glory had depsrted, they thought of the custons to which théy clung with
ritualistic tenaeity, but they. forgot the GOD of the glory, Stephen is
in harmony with that glorious God. The whole of the chapter drings be-
fore us the God of the glory; it emphesizes God's wondrousness, and it
shoﬁs the thread of His purpose, never in a tangle, though often velled,
The ch&pter bogins with the God of the glory, and the man who emphasized
the God of the glory was granted permission to see the glory of God; for
in vorse 55 we read, "He being full of the Holy Spirit looked up stedy-
fagtly into heaven and saw the glory of God", The glory was surrounding
the ark, Concerning the grandson of Eli it was said "XGhabodh - the
glory is dépérted", because the ark of God was taken, The glory was
the glory of the Lord's presence, We remember Moses' prayer: "I beseech
Thee, show me Thy glory", The passage there, in its context, shows
plainly ﬁhat the glory of God mesnt, The cherubim that were in the
Holiest of &ll were called the Cherubim of Glory, They were in the
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glory, and linked with the glory, :and Fzekiel well descrihes the Glory
of God with regard to the temple, Hence it was no meaningléss answer
to Btephen's words when the Lord granted him to see the glory., Stephen,
whom they say %o be a speaker against the Holy Place, is, ag it were, in
the Most Holy Place, They ssy he is sgainst the law, and he brings the
charge against them, "You have recelved the law, and have not kept it",
Let me repeat it they say he is against the place, nay, he is IN the
Holy Plece, in thst sécret place of the Lord's presence, Cod does not
glve them the glory, but he gives it to the despised and reproached
Stephen, Here then is the precipus thought "God dwelleth not in temples
made with hands", An earthly . Jerusalem is not His center in the present
dispensation, butyﬁe dwelleth among His people, of whom Stephen here is
a besutiful type, Not to the Sanhedrim is the glory shown, but to the
spiritually-minded, and earthly rejected, child of God, I do ﬁot say
that our esrthly eyes will see, as he saw, the glery, but spiritually
there is a parallel, if we reslize the wonderful privilege of walking
in the light, "The God of the glory appeared unto our father Abraham,
when he was in ¥esopotgmia", Striking is this expression. "The God of
the glory appeared”, e was seen, We read in Genesis SOMETHING of the
way God hrought Abrsham out from Ur of the Chsldees, but here are supple-
mentary facts, The God of the glory appesred unto our father in Yesopo-
tamia, - Ur of the Chaldees was therefore in Mesopotsmia, "Qur father
~Abraham", for Stephen does not cut himself off from Abrehem., For they
that are of faith are blesszed with belleving Adbraham, But the God of
Glory appearéd unto him when he WAS (and the word "was" 13 emphatic) when
he was in Mesopotamia, They sald, "This place", The God of glory appeared
in THAT PLACB, God is not limited to a-place, & They wanted to lay a

stress upon their‘earthly temple, Stephen said, we will go bhaek further,

we will go beck to the first man who wnsvmade a8 Jew,  The God of glory
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sppeared to him in Yesopotsmia, far away from the lend of Isrsel, far
away from chosen Jerusalem, God 1s not limited. It is not that a holy
place mekes God, but that God mekes a holy place., They were clinging
to the skeleton; they had not the reality, "Irust ye not in lying words,
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord
are these", "See ye not these things?...There shall not be left here

one stone upon another that shsll not bhe thrown down", "Behold, YOUR
house 1s left unto YOU(% wildernasé} for I say unto you, ye shall
not see ¥E henceforth” ete. (§.w11dernes§\without the Lord, The VOUNTAIK

of the house TRODDEN DOWN, Without the iord, a2ll 1s vain, The God of
glory mekes a temple wherever He 1s; 1t is not that the temple causes

the glory. You will recollect how the Lord Jesus had dealt with this
same superstitious foolishness when He referred to the Pharisaic resson-
ing ahout that which was drought to the temple, "Whosoever shall swesr"
these Pharisees said, "by the altar, it ls nothing, but whosoever swear-
eth‘by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye foals, and blind, for
whether is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? Who-
soever éhall swear by the altar sweareth by it, and all things thereon,
and whose shall swear by the temple swesréth hy 1t, and by Him That
dwelleth therein”, They were thinking so much of the IT, they were for-
getting thé HIM, A like danger exists tdday. But Stephen refers back
to Abraham, bYefore there was a temple or anythihg of this character, be-
fore Abreham was near Jerusalem, And he srys, as it were, I go up to
Abrahsm before you, Jater, in Romans IV, Paul continues the ssme argu-
ment, I may say here in passing, that I bvelieve wheﬁ men filled up the
gap of the twelve and said, "Now we are complete, the others must serve
tables", the Lord arranged that the first one of those who served tsbles
ves brought 1ntovprominence as the PREACHING one, Thus the Lord would
show, as 1t were, how He would £ill up the gap. dbut He did not £ill wup
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the gap with this man, but with the one who continued this man's witness;
inasmuch as Stephen prepared for Paul's testimony, and Faul was evidently
saved in answer to Stephen's prayer, "Lord, lay not this sin to their
oharge", Stephen saw the Lord standing up, and next with regard to HIS
position, we are told the Lord was on the road to Damasscus, - surely HE
had come to save Saul in snswer to Stephen's preyer, The Lord had, ag

it were, risen up to do this, at the end of the seventh chupter, But

to return to that which is in front of us, - Paul continues the witness
in Romans IV emphasizing the thought in view of those boasting in cirg.
cumcisgion, Abraham was declared righteous bvefore he was a Jew, before

he was circumeised, The argument is likewise in Gal, 3, "We go back to
Abraham before you" ié his‘answer to Judsizers, It is Stephen's plea
here, "The God of glory appeared unto our father Abrsham in YESOPOTAKIAM
¥Rz fw - 'the midst of the river', as the word means literally, and oh
dear friends, that is where grace meets us,. for it does not literally
mean "between two rivers"™, but "the midst.of the river", though the term
in usage suggests between two, Grace meets us in wrath, and hrings us
out," Except a man bYe born QUT from water" all is vain, "He sent from.
ahove, He took me, He drew me QUT of many waters", "Excepy & man be horn
out from water and (out from) Spirit" - for here is the work ofnthe Spirit
of God, "he carnot enter into thé kingdoth .of God", But infinite grace
comes down to us in our ruined condition, comes down to us in our posi-
tion under Judgment, and lifts us out, In the midst of the water, the
God of Glory appesred, in the midst of. the river. So whether you think
of Abraham's position in a HEATHEN iand, where the God of Glory could
come to one undeserving; or whether you think of the root meaning of the

term "Wesopotamia”, you have spiritual lessons, That there is gresat

» I belleve, for it would have been natural
to say in Ur of the Chaldees, THAT would have been & more literal omuoting

foree in the word "Mesopotamia"
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of the Barlier Seriptures, but the Holy Spirit drings in the word "Wesgo-
potamia®, Yes, Stephen was LED tb bring in that word "Mesopotamia”, that
its derivation might have a forceful meaning in our experience, "In Meso-
potamia, hefore he dwelt in Herén", Hero we have that which illustrates
the Earlier Seriptures, We kncw the story, or should knew it, in Gen, 11
and 12, There we read [irat these striking words, "These are the genersa-
tions of Terah, Terah begat Abram, Nshor, and Haran; and Haran hegst Lot,
And Hsran died hefore his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in
Ur of the Chaldees,..And Terah took Abram, his son, and Lot the son of
Haran, his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abran's
wife, and they went forth ﬁith them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into
the land of Cansan; AKD THREY CAFE UNTO HARAN AND DWELT THERZ", How
‘much is wrapped up here in.what is XOT said, We do not read of the Lord's
instfuction; we do not resd of the speecisl ressage to Abram, but we are
told Terah took Abram his son, Here was a FNATURAL failure, for Abram
was rightly seeking to follow the guidance bf his father, dut the Lord
had spoken to Adbram, hencé there was a mistake, "Terahqfook Avrem his
son, and Lot, and they went forth with them", TIIXY went forth with them,
There is something wrong, They went to go into the land of Canasn, and
they csme unto Haran and dwelt there, Oh how many hroken purposes there
are, DBeloved friends, did you nof intend to bYe more earnest once; did
you not intend to go forward once more fully than you have gone forward?
Have there not heen hroken ﬁurposes? Has there not been a going in inten-
tion into the land of Cansan, and only & reaching of Haran? There are
many half.way houses in the pilgrim path, which delay the spiritual pro-
gress, It 1s true the Lord waits/to be gracious, and He may, through a
painful path, bring an Abrahsm to Himself away from 511 that would draw
aside, Yet how much time often we waste in a HAran. Oh that we'might
be like Caleb; he "fdlf?h after" the Lord, He filled the space that was
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made for him, but he never sought to control the Lord; he filled AFTER
the Lord (Deut, 1:36), Abraham was natursl, dut that was the pity of
it; grace is super-natural, .The 12th chapter of Genesis goes on, "How
the Lord had sald unto Abraham, get thee out of thy country and from
thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land thét I will show
thee"., The tense here used in our ENGLISH Bibdle 18 evidently in the
llght of Acts 7, and undoubtedly sugrestive of truth, It is true that
the Lord had said this to Abraham, but evidently the Lord said it again
in Horsn, and to that further revelstion Gen, 12 seems to point as well.
Or it MAY be the Lord did no% spesk again; 1t may he the Lord let Apra-
hem feel there was something wrong st first till Abrsham felt he must
go forward; although even then he still clung to Lot. Unmindful of the
striking words of Isa, 51, how often we have acted in like manner, "Look
unto Abrahem your father,.,I called him alone”. Beloved friends, when
an Abraham ig called, he may be held-haék by & Terah, and he may hold
to a Lot, but "I called him alone™ will break the closest ties which
would dresk that which is closer, - the tie unto the will of God, "Be-
fore he dwelt in Haran", ah, solemn words, He DWELT, The'same term is
employed in Matt, 2:23, and Matt, 4:13 of the Lord's dwelling in places
for a'considerable period, It is the same word used for thé devout men
dwelling at Jerusalem in Acts & 2:5, He DRELT in Haran, God had appeared
to him first, and yet he dwelt, and not ‘merely sojourned, but hed & fixed
house, and settled DOWN in ﬁaran. There are many Harans whieh will bid
for our favor, How often children of God_see the privilege of giving up
THIS, ard giving up THAT for the Lord, and stepping forth to Him, without
the oemp, bearing His reproach, vut they find a Haran in'a denomination
that 1s better than the one in which they were, or in some meeting that
has some characteristies which ere Yeyond those which ensnared them bew

fore, and they embrace the Haran of a half-way compromise, ingstead of
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seeking only unto the Lord, You remember how that when there came wise
men from the esst toward the Lord, that we read they said, We have seen
His star in the east, and are come to worship him; and then we resd they
went to Jerusalem, and we are not told while they are there that they
pointed out the star to those at Jerusslem. They declded for themselves,
and they lost the star, When they had heard the king they departed,
end lo, the star which they saw in the east, went bYefore them, Beloved
friends, if the Lord cells us to Cansen, and we go to Haran, we shsll
lose a blessing, If the Lord calls us to Bethlehem, and we go to Jerusa-
lem we shall lose the star, We need to have our eyes fixed upon HIS
will, and not QUR reaéoning, end to bYe-willing to give up all for Him,
And so we find that Abraham clung to associatlons that were natural, A
man's friends will usually be his worst enemies, to draw him most away
from the Lord, A man's relatives may oftentimes become his greatest
hindrances to draw awsy from the Lord, Abram was first held back by a
Terah, It was not till his father had died that he went on from Haran,
and then he kept to a Lot, t111 God yrought him to see he must part even
with Lot, Lot came up to Canaan, it 1s true, but God said of Adbraham,
I called HIM, It is a blessed thing to be called, There are some who
have followed Abraham outside the camp in some measure, but like Lot,
they have followed someone else, Abraham went simply at the Lord's bid-
ding, Oh, my friends, let our separation be at the Lord's bidding, not
simply to imitate someons else, The draw-back, a continual draw-dack,
in all testimony for God, is the presence of those who, like Lot, have
never FELT THE LORD'S OWN, CALLING, To return to dots 7, - "The God of
the glory was seen by our father Abrahsm”, - not by Terah, not by Lot,
"And He said to him, Come out thou"L Our tranglation loses the force
of this, the word is in the singulai, and the tense implies, Come out

&t once, -~ "Come out thou at once", and the flesh seeks to make it a
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"Come out YOU a LITTLE LATER"., 4Ah, dear friends, this is &n alteration
of the fulness of God's Jord into which we ell so easily fall, "Come
out thou at once, out from thy land", Here is a test, but the test nmust
go deeper, ~ "And.out from thy kindred" "Out from thy land" - he must
give up things; and "out from thy kindred", - he must Live up persons,
and the latter tie 1is the closer,vand the latter wrench the fullef.
"out from thy land" - here is a sﬁggestion to children of God, Here ts
an encoursgement to those who sre in Christ, for here we have no con-
tinuing eity, we seek one to come, '"Out from thy land,,,.come into THE
land which I will show thee", TWot "thy land", out frdm thy land, The
child of God is made into & PILGRI¥, He losaé everything, but has every-
fhing becauss he has One Who is more than everything, "Out from thy land,
end thy kindred", - "those who were born together with thee, and who
became togefher with thee" as the word implies, Break, awhile, the "to-
gether” for a closer "together"”, To delay is to disobey., The Lord
tested Abraham further and further and Abrahem stayed awhile in Haran
to regret it after, The Lord would therefore give Abfaﬁam a further op-
portunity of showing love, The man to whom He sald, "Come qﬁt\from thy
kindred"” was the man to whom He sdid, "Take now thy son, thine only son,
and offer him"; this was e grester severance than from Lot, It was
grester, moreover, in the menner in which it was to be made, Not only
wust thou withdraw from him, dbut OFFER him "upon one of the mountains
which T will tell thee of", The same wording, for the Lord meant this
torbe an echo of His earllier command that was obeyed so falteringly,
HERE 1t is "Come into the land that I will show thee of", THERE - One
of the mountains which I will tell thee’, God does not always say all
at once. He desires that His pepple shall trust in the dark, for VHAT
is the only true light, and so the Lord tests Abraham again, Will he

give up his only son? Abdraham rises early in the morning, He does.not
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go and live in Haran for a few years first, He rises up early in the
morning, and goes toward the district, and very place which God had told
him, and there is that resdiness until the last moment, or the last but
one, for the Lord steps in, - "Now I know that thou fearest Ne", and
"He was called the friend of God", But reverting to our first passage,
"Come into the land which I will show thee"” has & double thought to us,
It brings‘before us the prospect of seelng our beloved Lord in that day,
that land,. the better country, the heavenly country, for which (we are
told in Heb, 11) Abrahsm looked, Inm this sense Qe are to come out of
our land and to keep that land in view, but in another sense the idea
is, give up the things of earth, and have simply what the Lord appoints
now. "A land which I will show theé", - we are not to choose for our-
selves, welare not to arrange for ourselves, It is enough that the
Lord shows what the Lord has chosen, "As for God, His wey is perfect”,
That way may ofttimes be in the sea, His footsteps may not be Inown to
us, but His purpose is there, and He Who knoweth the wa§ that we tske,
also knows the way that He takes, and graclously says, "I know the thoughts
that I think toward you". He has a plan for us, and though,'belovedr
friends, He oft-times separates s painfully from things of earth, it
is that we mey be useful unto Him, and to the praise of the glory of
His grsce, There 1s nothing unkind in God's call to sepsration; nor will
His Holy Spirit fail us; there is everything unkind to ourselves, and
to others, aé well &s ingratitude to.Him, in our feeble response to

His gracious call,



