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D - - - — D wp W e S W Gk D MDD WS R W W WO

W - o~ . - D G AN - D TR P W e e G G G WS SlY WS SN YR G Y SN SN WD W R D GU WGSBS S HB R e e v

An Address by Mr. P, %, Heward,
At 65, St, Wary Axe,

2nd October 1214.

OUTLINL :-

1. The Word of God is not Ruined.
2. What i1s en Assembly?
3., Bishops and Descons.

4, A Godly Home,

I think we shall find it profitable to read the
chapter through, somewhat literally,

"Faithful the Word: If any one for oversight yearneth,
upon a beautiful work he sets his desire. Therefore it is a
necessity that the overseer should be one unimpeachable,
(unassailable, one whose character cannot be touched), of one
wife a2 husband; sobef, of sound mind; modest, or neat, not
loving ddsplay, not careless; a lover of hospitality; eable to
teach; not beside wine, (not having any form of indvlgence);
not a striker; not with base gain, (It is doubtful whkesher if this
word was here in the origineal menvscript, however, it éomes in the
parsllel passage, and certiinly the fsithful servant of God must be

without base gerin); but yielding, without striving, without love %
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sllver; of his ownvhouse standing in front beeutiftlly, hsving
children in subjection with all solemnity; but if anyone does not
know to have stood in front of his own house, how, over a called-
out church of God shall he take care? Not one newly planted,
lest having been puffed up he have fallen into a:judgment of the
devil, But #s it is of necessity also to have:'a beautiful witness
from the ones without, lest he should have fallen intc a reprosch
and a snare of the devil. Ministérs, (deacons), likewise
solemn, (that is to say, 1t is necessary that they should be
solemn) - not double-tongued; not to wuch wine attached; not base
gainers; having the mystery of THE faith in a pure conscience,
But let these also go through s peribd of testing first; then let
them keep on ministering, (keep on serving as deacons), being
uncharged, (not called in question). Women, likewise, solemn,
not slenderers, sober, faithful in 8ll things, and smong all
persons. Let descons be of one wife kwe husbends, standing in
front of children besutifully, and their own houses. For they
that minister besutifully meke for themsélves, (or obtain for
themselves, preserve for themselves) a beautiful step fcrward
and much boldness in faith, the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
These things to thee aﬁ I writing, hoping te have come fo thee
the more quickly, (or, with another reading 'quickly'), but if
I tarry, if 1 seem slack, that thou mayest know how iﬁ is
8 necessity in God's house to be béhaving, which is of such s
nature that it 1s a church, (a called out church) of a living
God, pillar and ground of the truth, = And confessedly great is

the mystery linked with reverence; God wes miénifested in the
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flesh, (some>}\manuscripts read "H__e’m'xo was manifested" but this

refers to the one just named, and thus 1llustrates thaet Christ

was God), was declared righteous in the Spirit, seen by angels,

was heralded among nations, was belleved in the world, wss received
up in glory: - but the 8pirit spesketh expressly that in latter times
there shall epostatize certaln from the faith, being attached to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, in the hypocrisy of
those spesking lies, (or, speaking lies in hypocrisy), having

been seared with a red hot iron as to their conscience, forbidding
to marry, appointing to hold oneself egloof from articles of food
which God created with a view to receiving with thenksgiving,

(with gratitude for grace), by those who believe end have
recognised the Truth.

We will not read Titus 1, but the passage is somewhet
parallel. DBelleving, snd rejoicing to beiisve, that all Scripture
is given by inspirjation of God, we continue our subject of the
Lord's arrangement in cornection with the oversight of His
gethered people. You will recollect how that some weeks ago
we considered Ephesians 4, and after the feference to a sevenfold
unity, we notlced that our risen Lord, in fulfilment of prophecy
and in manlfestatlon of His love, gave gifts to men., He gave some
to be apostles, some prophets, some évangellsts, some pastors and
teachers. A definite purpose was in view, gven the perfecting of
the saints with a view to the work of the ministry, the building
up of the body of Christ. In:other words £ifts were never given
for the possessors to display, they were given with a view to God's

glory in the edificastion of fellow-believers, Another Scripture
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spesks of the foundation of apostles and prophets, and we have no
prophesy of apostles and prophets in days of ruin. However, SOME
out from these four gifts must remein for the pessage adds, TILL
we all come into the unity of the feith. This has not yet been
reached, w? have not yet arrived at a perfect mesn, at the measure
of the §:§£sz-of the fulness of Christ., We therefore realise
that Ephesians 4 looks backward, and looks forwerd, but slso includes
something with respect to the present time. I1lustrating this,
we discover in ég; of the last epistles Paul wrote, (1 and 2 Timothy)
a reference to a true evangelist, and to brethren who could tesch,
but there is no mention of an apostle, there is no mention of a
prophet, apart from the apostle who wigq himself was then about to die,
and apart from the reference to the prophecéfs which were linked
with Timothy's past appointment to the importent sphere to which he
was called. In Revelation, moreover, we find, in the last view
of Scriptural churches, that there were those who said they were
apostles and were not. There was moreover ﬁezebel, who called
herself & prophetess. In other words, spostles and prophets are
both eek shown there in an evil imitation, and no Scripture can be
found to suggest a revival of these in the last days. But, thanks
be unto God, His Word is not ruined. As I ceme along here to-day,
I passed a book-stall, and just 1ifted off one book which was dealing
in measure with the subject in front of us, and I opened one page

Christians
which mede a remark to the effect that no company of

in the present day could claim to have the arrangements of the

early church. I think we must sorrosfully acknowledge thet this
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is true, but we must be ver;}careful to examine what inferences
we draw form it. The majo%ity draw the inference that we cannot
go beck to the Lord's arrengements. Some would seem to prefer
to have thelr own arrangement to His, snd are apt to conclude that
we have at the present time improvementis and developgments which
are the result of the progress of the 19 centuries, but our hearts
are taught by grace to realise that all Scripture is gilven by im
inspiration of God, and that developgment is not given by inspiration.
Developgment is of the flesh, the world, end the Devil. (God has
spoken, and developgment is departure from the Truth., It is
particulerly indiceted in Titus 1 that the man to come into any
spiritual prominence must be one who holds fsst the faithful word,
and beloved fripeds, if we are in mercy among the called of Jesus
Christ we must hold fast the faithful word. It may be that this
will bring us into esrthly confusion and disorder, into
difficulty and problems with respect to men, but it 1s
better to be in confusion and disorder with respect to men than
in confusion and disorder with respect to the Lord. Let God be
trus, but every man s liar. The Word of our God SHALL stsnd for
ever, I do not think that God has left us to choose for ourselves.
We have Scripture to suit every circumstance, if only we have eyes
to see, and eers to hear, If Gdd was pleased to withdraw any of
His g;acious workings in days gone by, He was pleased to make some
further arrangement that would suit us in the e»m emergency. That
& change came over what we sre apt to call the early church is

fairly evident from the pages of Scripture read prayerfully.
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In 1 Corinthians 14 we have an assembly of God, and there all the
speakers are inspired. In 1 Timethy 3 we have an assembly of God,
but there we find no mention of inspiration. The book of Acts
closes, as men would say, "abruptly", and iﬁ is remarkasble that
eplstles written after the date of Acts never spesk of the
manifest church on earth in the same way as those epistles written
BEFORE the close of Acts., In other words, corporate unity in
its manifestation was gone. The epistie to Timothy is the first ep
epistle written ln connection with this change of circumstances, and
we find in the epistle the Holy Spirit's arrengement for God's people
when the supernatural gifts were in measure withdrewn. God is not
defeated, God is not ruined, His word still stands. The wey in
which Scripture f£ills up the gap and deals with our need is very
evident. 1 Corinthisns 11 speaks of the Lord's supper, and in
chepter 14 of the mimistry in an assembly of God. You do not find
a fﬁrthér ment;on ianimothy of the Lord's Suppsr. Why? It
requires no supernatural gifts, and therefore would remain w the
sameé when supernatural gifts were withdrewn, or withdrewn in large
measure. The wondrous teaching of God is this, that the Lord's
people are to show forth their Lord's death till He coms, but
inasmuch as no longer they had those who could speak with tongues
or who could prophesy, (nor have we), it wes needful that they should
either find a Scripture principle which would epply, or have
further instruction from their all gracious Lord., This further

. i Greek SCrin’unw
instruction is found in 1 Timothy. Chapter-breaks ere human,

but sometimes they preserve the true divisions of an epistle.
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1 Timothy 1 should plainly/read on to the second chapter. The

“therefore" implies this. But chapter 3 evidently begins a fresh

sectlon, and 1s summed up in verse 15, "These things were

written that Timothy might know how it wes necessary to behave in

a house of God. 1 Timbthy 3 concerﬁs & house of God, but does

1 Timothy 2 spesk of a church? Personally, I think not, 1In

the eighth verse we reed, "I will that men pray in every PLACE.

Awn (@up)English verslon by putting in the word "everywhere" has lost the
meaning., If there were not sufficient Jews in a town to make &
synagogue they had a place of praysr. This lenguege is sdopted,

Now the Lord Jesus distinctly marked out in Scriptupe thet two or
three could not meke a church, I do NOT shy Lhat we require exactly
the same'number as Judaism has suggested, the number ten, - but

the Lord Jesus mede clear an often forgotten thought in ¥atthew 18,
{one of the two mentions of the church in IHis precious recorded
utterances, both occuring in the Gospel of Watthew which has so often
been misunderstood in this connection,) - In Matthew 18 the Lord
says, "If thy brother sin(ggsinst the?) go end tell him his fault,
if he does not acknowledge this, take one or two ers others, that in
the name of two or three witnesses every word may be established.

If he will not hear them, tell it to tke CHURCH. Thus & church
contains more than two or three, but as the offender wes in the
church, it contains more thsn three or four. But to say, Tell

it to the church, if the church included only sbout one more,

would be entirely érappropriste. We nay, therefofe, anticipate

that a church of God requires a certain number of bellevers to

carry out ilts necessery arrangements and 1ts plan., It is
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blessedly true that wherever two or three are gathered in the
Name of the Lord Jesus He is in the mldst of them, and there is e
preciousness of Lhe Lord's fellowhki - ship even when we are slone, -
the Island of Patmos illustrates that, but there are additional
responsibilities and manifestations of the Lord Jeusw Jesus Chrisk
which are only possiblé as there is a GATHERING TOGETHER of devoted
believers. Several times in the book of Acts we find hints of
this. We resd, for example, as to one town that the aspostles were
privileged to disciple "sufficient". Sufficient for what purpose?

p proils 7 and
pr)versionﬁpovers the meaning by saying "meny". Sufficient for

some object, If you read the context, I think you will draw the
inference, if in mercy held back from any prejudice, that the
idea is, sufficient for an arrapgement of an assembly of God in
that place, VWhere a very few believed atf Athens we are not told
there was a church, Seripture is so definite in its use of words.
fords are not everything, but words are used to-day by Satan to
mislead, Let us seek 1n the power of God to keep to the words of
Scripture. And thus we have " & place” brought before us in
1l Timothy 2, hence you will notice in that chapter there is no
mention of snyone in special authority from God., There is no
mention of & teacher. We simply read, I will that the males pray in
every place, I take it, therefore, that even 1If there were seversl
males THAT would not justify a church,

And so we come to the deeply importent question, What is
an assembly? Whet is a church? The word is misused to-day,

(as a Concordence will quickly show), when we find it applied to
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a structure ef made of certhly materlsl. It is likewise misused
when it is applled to a province or & country. Scripture
uses the plural then, the churchES of Galatis, bat the church of
Galatia, but on the other hand Seripture does not speak of the
churchE3 of & town, but of the church, If there exist churchkS
in a town there is a departure from the primitive simplicity that
the Lord appointed. Scripture never warrants such a use of the
word. Houses in a town, but parts of one church, So we find in
Ephesus the apostles went along the hovses, snd the church in
Jerusalem was bresking bread "per house”. Sometimes the whole
church met in & house, when it was not a wwey very large assembly.
"Gaius mine host and of thw whole church", The church of Colosse, it
would seem, gathered in the house of an individual; we read as
to the Laodiceen assembly in ColZossians 4, - "Salute the
saints which are in Lsodicle, and Nymphes end the church which
is in their pouse,l We have no Scripture for the church BEING a
literal house, but being s spiritﬁal house that of'ten wess met in
2 literal house, having no grander structure, but mindful of the
fact that He Who is the Gathering Centre, appointed the bresking
of bread when in sn upper room. Beloved friends, the Lord's
people are strangers and pilgrims, and 1t is not for them to
imitate the world's display., Simplicity befits a child of God, in
his dress, in his menner, in his assembly arrangements. We cannot
be too unworldly, provided this unworldliness is associsted with
an attraction end devotedness to Christ our Lord., Our natursl

tendency is 2ll the other way. The things that are seen are
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temporal, but they are near, and they seem to grasp hold of us,
but if with unveiled face we behold as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, there is His magnetic power, and looking off
unto Jesus the Author end Finisher .of faith, we are enabled to run
with patience the race that is set before us. But what is an
assembly?  The apostle describes it in 1 Timothy 3, He says, "A
church of a living God is e house of God, and it is & pillar and
ground of the truth. Not simply a pillar and ground of truth, but
a pilllar eand ground of THE truth. At once we should feel a
considersble hesitating in epplying the term "church" to any
gethering which did not hold the Truth. But THE truth is a
definite term. A piller and ground of the truth, for there is
not the thought of a variable uncertainty, A company of young
Cﬁriétians may be very earnest, they may reaslly want to pleese
the Lord, but if there is a churech of God there must be a PILLAR
AND GROUND of the Truth. A fixity and a reslity combined. The
Spirit cf CGod lays a stress on this, and you will nctice that in
8 chapter which spesks of a "place" we have no overseers, bit in
the chapter that speaks of a church we have the mention of overseers
and deacons as deslreble. Other Scriptures seem to imply that
wherever there was an assembly there was spiritusl discipline, and,
if elders, & PLURALITY of elders. 1 do not know a Scripture that
indicates anything otherwise, ‘The fact that the singular is used
6 in 1 Timothy 3, does not war sagainst this, for undoubtedly the
eta¥g elders needed an individusl test that there might be an
acquaintance with the will of God, but at once the thought suggests

itself, Can an assembly of God exist without overseers and deacons?
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or, should we only regard it as a"place"” till there be such raised up?
In passing I would remind you thst the HOUSE of God was the chosen "place"
in the EARLIER Scriptures and that both words are precious. To
be a FLACE of God is delightful, snd to reslise thst in every
place where He records His Neme smong us, He comes to us and
blesses us, is indeed an unspeskeble privilege. But have we
Seripture for spesking of an sssembly of God if it be without
overseers and deacons? Acts 14 helps us in this matter;- and let
me say in passing that the GIFTS were for the whole assembly,
never local. God speaks of the apostles and the prophets, the
evangelists and the pastors and teschers with regard to saints
everywhere, but overseefs end deacons were local, You do not
have the prophet of a church but you do have the elder of & church.
There is a vast difference between "in" and "of". The elders were
"of" and the responsibility was local. In Acts 14 we find that
the Lord graciously impressed wmp upon His servants to visit some
towns more than once. On the second occasion, in the 22né verse,
they were confirmiﬁg the souls of the disciples and exhorting them
to continue in the faith, and showing .thst through much tribulation
we must enter into the kingdom of God, and then we read "When they
had ordaine%>them elders in every church”, nof churches for the
elders, but elders for the churches. A church therefore existed
before slders, 1 Timothy implies the same. The silence of Natthew 18,
as to elders is gllustrative. Undoubtedly the elders are desirable in =

a church, but there must be & church of God first in which to

"behave" as such in comnection with their coming into respowsibility,
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It ie delightful when the Lord reises up those who can look after
others, but it is possible for believers to be a church before
they bave elders. Nevertheless this would be unusual as z continued
position. Our difficulty is this, that in days of weakness, without
s prophet, parallel with those dsys of which the books of Kzra snd
Nehemish speak, when Israel were uncertain what to do %w till there
rose up & priest with Urim and Thummim, - in those days one desires
to exfercise the true deference to all the Scriptures, the true
absence of self or assembly exaltation, and yet the true affection
which aesires to embrace whatever God wmeens in some of those
precious words like the word "church"., Yes, we desire,
thouéh without aspostles end prophets, to say, "What is a
church?" and to ﬁave this to God's glory. The Holy Spirit is
not bound, end Scripture is not lost, but we falter so much, and
one of'the difficulties of the last days is thst we must move
slowly, not in personél obedience, but with respect to any matters
which would tend to become sssumptions, Pride will come 1in by a
back door if it is sbut out from the fronty, and we cannot be too
careful that we might exalt the Lord and the Lord ONLY. No man is
Seripturally entitled to a title. HE alone 1s the Titled One, eand
HE alone the Exalted One. Our gesthering is not to a maen,
creed or system, but to Christ Himself, or we gather in veiln.
But though it be possible for sn assembly of God to exist without
overseers, without descons, I do not see Scripture for an sssembly
of God without & brother receiving some gift from the Lord with
respect to the establishﬁent of that assembly. The Christians,

(should I call them Christiasns, at the period to which I
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allude? They were in Divine intention, and the name was about
to be given them,) - the believers at Antioch were not called
a church till after Barnabaé had come to see the work of God,
and to arrange it to the Lord's glory. 1In like manner in
Acts 14, we find that Paul and Barnabas wefe privileged to look
after a church of God. An elder did not plant a church of God,
an overseer did not plant it., The Scripture used is, How shall
he take care over a church of God? implying that it existéd before
he has charge of it; « but Timothy was instructed to do the work
of an evangelist; FOR, says the apostle, I am ready to be offered, and
the time of my departure 1s at hand. This implies that Timothy
would continue the work of Paul. The evangelist going on with the
work of an apostle. This would involve, I suppose, the planting of
assemblies. Certainly we find assemblies were planted in the very
dlstrict where Timothy was, for Revelation 2 and 3 refer to the same
place, though we find that the "replanted" assemblies had once more,
in several 6ases, proved unfaithful, W#e might notice in this
connection the last view of stemblles in Scripture is in those
chapters, and we do not find elders and deacons. The absence of
suitable men seems sugpestive. There was an angel of each church,
a representative. The term 1s a Jewish one, and is a shortening
of the word "evangelist". I am almost inclined to view it as
suzgestive of a certain parallel with evengelists, with curtailed
powers, and as a local office rather than a gift for the whole church.
Whereas we never find one elder by himself in an assembly, we never
find two angels or two evangelists in an assembly. These posints

are worthy of prayerful consideration, even if we cannot at first fully
see to what they tend. I know of no Scripture which implies that a man
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may appoint hiwself an overaser, or that‘an essembly of God can nsme, wke
whether by vote or otherwise, cne who shall be en overseer. Doubtless
there was sn APPROVAL of the asserblies; we find that certain ones who
had a mesdsure of desconship were picked out by the assemblies and
approved by the apostles in Acts 6. In like menner in 1 Corinthians 16
we read of certsin who addicted themstlves to the deaconship of
the saints,. but in neither case is there the mention of eldesrs,
It is possible to say thstl Timothy 3 implies that those who filled
the office of a deacon well obtained for themselves much progeess,
and thus becsme elders, snd I think thét is the hint of the
passage. but I do not know that thaf wculd be sufficlent to
exclude the thought that there must be a Scriptural appointment
if there are elders, snd when we come to consider the qualifications
for bishops and despons, we find those qualifications are very
high., Beloved frireds, how msry there are who even adopt without
Seriptural warrant the TITLE "elder", who could noi answer to
those Geecriptions? A blskop must be one not called In question,
unimpeachable, whose chargcter 1s gbove suspicion. He rust be a
married man, "the husband of one wife" is decisive. Korcover he
must be one who is vigllant, sohker, one who 1s modest and grascious
in his manner, given to hospitality, and able to tesach. The
quelifications of teaching is apparently not dewanded in the younger
"deecons”, but it is necessary in the older "elder". He is not to be
covelous, anc then ameng the finel descriptions in this somewhat lengthy
#iss list which, be it notlced, may imply no supernstwral gifts st ell,
- one of the final qualifications is, one that ruleth well his own house,

I rendered that repeated word "well" ss "beautifully" when we resd
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throughrthe chapter, In me&ns”ﬁANIFESTLY well” and by the ternm
"peautiful" we have a little of the stress on that which the Holy
Spirit suggests, that there is s beautiful cheracter in godly living.
Oh that woe mignt know what it is to act beautifully to the glory of
God. One thet ruleth well his own house, having his children in
suhjection with all gfpvity. If one has children who asre unbelievers,
this disqualifies. If one has children who are not solemn, this
disqualfies. If one is without children, this apparently disqualfies,
even though it be no dishonour. I know it is éometimes seid, "IF he
has children" but where God puts no "if" it is dangerovs for us to insert
en "if" without a definlte warrent, the more so as further on in this
.chapter we find that when referring to the descon, the Holy &pirit
spesks otherwise, There 1s no statement in verse 12 literally, ruleth
THEIR children, but ruling children, and their houses well, This
would imply the descons MIGHT not have children. He must be married, -
that is all we know, but If he has not children he muat rule his own
house well and stsnd well in front ol children. (The deacon, it may
be, waé in certain cases the asserbly's school-mester, but this thought
opens up & FURTHER point, albeit of deep importance to children of God
in these dsys). Apparently the overseers were required to be sble fo
teach other believers. They were elder men who had the responsibility
of teking csre for s church of God, Vet they wovld not take s
lesd in teachipng, if, for exsample, Timothy was present, for the
words were uttered to him, "Till I come, give attention to the
reading, the exhortastion, the doctrine”, but if he were awsy (an
evangelist usually ministered msinly in a DISTRICT) they would

naturally look after the Lord's people and would look after the
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various gatherings which might be in verious houses. The descons, younger
men, would assist, not only in the finsnclal arrsngements, but in vsrious
parts of the Loru's work. Titus 1 has the seme Stress on the high
standerd of the elders, and we have alreedy noticed in reesding through
1 Timothy 3 that there were desconesses, Our English version says "Their
wifes" but there is no "Their" in the originsl Seripture. The word
simply indicates "women" though it may include wives. And we again
find that none were allowed into ANY cffice unless they were godlyy in
true adornment, flippancy, frivolity, self-pleasing, disguslified, and
though the one who desired to be an elder might be an aged man, if he
were re 5ew1y planted, if he were a young Christién without spiritual
maturity, he was disqualified, Indeed there sre so many hedges asbout
this privilege that if one looks around with godly care one must ask the
question, Yhere are men who cen 4k be Scriptural elders and descons?
Personally, beloved friends, I would with sorrow give the answer, I
do not agree with the usual e idea that there are many such.  The
standerd is so much higher then we are ept to acknowledge. VWhat ghall
we do? Shell we lower the stendard or rather weit on our God$ The
second slternative is the only one that befits the people of the L;rd.

A stress In closing on a godly home. The home was to be the
miniature of the assewbly, &nd it becomes us, if we belong to the Lord,
in our homes to please HIN, Christian parents have & grave responsibility
they cannot reslise it too much. When a young msn tekes upon himself the
deeply important position of & husband he little reslises ofventimes
whet is involved therein. There is & nced for grave spiritual concern,

before one takes any step in such ratters. Oh that it may be ours

while looking sorrowfully around upon the lack of godliness in the home
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to cry unto our God that He Who rsises up teschers ffter His own
heart may also grant if it please Him elders although in His own
mercy He can work without them. The Word of God is not bound. The
grace of God is not frustrated. The Spifit of (God is not f2iling, and
our beloved Lord says, Becsvse I live, yeshall live elso, BHis people
can rejoice in an eternsl life and in eternal security, in eternal
salvation, but surely their desire must be to GLORIFY Him in their
pilgrim 1ife, and whatsoever they do to do all not according to the
will of men, not according to the customs of the world, not sccording

to the sctions of others, but according to the will of their LORD.
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