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A OLORIOUS CHURCH (EPH. 5. 27).

An Address by Mr. P. W. Heward,
At Porest Gate, 30th March, 1914,

We turm back, beloved friends, to Eph. 5, and
there in the 27th verse the words strike us, "A glorious
church™. The words have a certain power in their sound,

a glorious church, and if by grace our hearts can enter

into fhe Seripture, there is more than a rhythm of sound,
thers is a depth of Truth which awakes a height of praise, -
"A glorious church". Are we surprissd to find this word?
Everything that God does is glorious, there is no half-
heartedness in His love, there is no halfecompleteness in
the triumph of His beloved Son, He shall see of the travail
of His soul and be satisfied. There MUST be a glorious
church., The word "glorious" found 1n this passage is
somewhat unusual. It occurs twice over in luke's Gospel
and also in the Epistle to the Corinthians, but there are
many other words from the same root. One of these oscure
rences, Luke 7. 25, will glve something of the meaning,

The Lord 1s speaking to the miltitudes about John, and He
asks if they went out into the wilderness to see a reed
shaken by the wind, and Himself answers the question. Then
He asks another, Did they go out to see a man in delicate
germents having been clotherd? This question also He
answers, Behold those in glorious apparel (here is our word),

those who are in glorious apparsl are in kings' palaces,
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they are the friends of kings, they are not in the prisons
of kings, wheré John was foumd, You have thus reached the
meening of the word “glorious"., It suggests a visible
glory, the glory of an earthly monarch and of his court.
That will scamewhat explain Fhpts 5. The passage in 1 Cor.
4. 10, is very solemn. The apostle is rebuking those at
Corinth who reigned before tha time, and who lived in a
rulned world as if the millennium had appeared, We, says
the apostle, ars foolish because of Christ, but ye ere
broadened in Christ; we are strengthless but ye are strong.
Yo are in glory,(it is the sams word) but weare dishonoured,
without any honour at alli=- hence we see that the term which
God uses 1s tho exact opposite of dishonour. The glorious
church will have no dishonour at all in this aspsct. There
will be a striking contrast with all the dishonour which has
taken place on the earth, The redeemed of the Lord may
have been trodden down, the redeemed of the Lord may have
been robbed of their earthly possessions, they may have been
8lain, there will be nothing of this in that Day. A
glorious, manifestly glorious church. But, oh, beloved
friends, we want that the whole of our meditation this
evening should be heartsearchingly prectical. Are we,
by grace, included in the prospect of this verse? If S0,
what does it mean for us? and, further, how should we act
correspondingly now? Are we includéd in this verse? How
can we find out? Not by impulses, not by changeable
sentiments, but by Seripture, spiritually applied, Sexripture
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deseribes those who will share this glory, We read
in the very context, "Christ loved the church and gave
Himeelf for it, that He might sanctify and clesnse it,
that He might present it to Himeelf"., We have a beautiful
order, He loved = that is first; 1t wes not our love
to Him. We love, because He first loveds Christ loved,
but love is active, love is expressive, and love 1s
costly. He loved and gave, and thus we have.the right
order, loving, giving. But though it is precious to
notice He gave Himself for 1t, though it 1s well to
enmphasize atonement, we need also to bring into prominence
the way in which God prepared His people for the glory,
"That He might sanetify and cleanse". We are told about
this mode of sanctifying = the washing of watser by the
Word., That is how the Lord 1s making His people reedy
for the glory., They should not be sanctified and cleansed
were 1t not that He loved them, they would not be sanctified
end c¢leansed had He not given Himself for them. His love
is the source, atonement is the foundation; sanctification
1s the effect; and then the climax, « the GLORIFICATIORN
that He may present to Himself a glorious church. Here
1s tho history. It begins with His love, = you cannot
go back further! Said Moses to the people of Israsl, The
Lord did not set His love upon you because ye were this,
or because ye were that, but because the Lord loved you,

The effect was the cause, in that case. You cannot go
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further back than the love ef a loving God Who loved the
unlovely and unlovable. He loved, therefore He gave, then the
sanctifying and cleansing which are so necessary and lastly
the presenting. Beloved friends, 1s this OUR history? if so,
we shall be in that glorious church; we shall be in that
glorious nearness to our beloved Lord. Can we say with one
of old, "The Son of God Who loved me and gave Himself for me?"
What 1s the evidence? Scripture is plain that Christ Jesus
came Into the world to save sinmers. If we, in utter guiltiness
and helplesness, have rested, with a sense of sin, upon Him
Who died for sinners, the Divine promise is not an uncertainty.
God keeps His Word, This is the record that God has GIVEN
to us etermal 1ife, If we have been brought low enough to
feceive an absolute gift to which we did not even contribute
one good wish of our own, if we have been brought low enough
down to receive an absolute gift simply in mercy, then we have
been brought to lmow the record that God has GIVEN to us eternal
life, and that 1ife is in His Son, - and the present evidence
is a sanctifying and a cleansing. If we seek to avoid the
Word of God, where is the proof that we have been born of that
Word? If we desire not the control and leading of the Spirit
of God if there is not God's sanctifying end spparating from
evlil, if we do not enter into Isaish's utterance when He saw the
King, the Lord of hosts, = if we cannot say that by the grace
of God we abhor that which is evil, we may well doubt if we havs
ever passed out of death into 1ife! "If any one is in Christ,

there is a new oreation, old things are passed away, new things
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have come into being and all things are out from God, Who
hath reconciled us unto Himeelf by Jesus Christ", Here
then is the test as to whether by grace we are found among
those who will be in that glorious church, Intellect will
not place us there, social position will not place us thers,
reformation will not secure this, ~ these things will not
suffice, attendance at meetinges and interest mentally in
the Truth will not avail, unless there is a living relation-
ship to the Lord Jesus, unless we are resting entirely for
salvation uvpon His love, and HIS giving. If we have not the
present evidence of all this in a Divine sanctifying and
cleansing, we may well wonder 1f we were ever among the
called of Jesus Christ. But if, by grace, and without
boasting, but with a humility that He Him=elf causes, we
can say that we have come into that precious Saviour, and
that we have found in Him our ALL, end that there is s
growing up unto Him in all things, then we may have the
prospsct here continually, and how pricelsss such a prospect
is, - a glorious church. Noties the description of it,
beloved friends, a glorious church, not having s&pot or wrinkle
or any fuch thing, dbut holy and without blemish, You ses
we have a three=fold deseription positively and a three=-fold
description negatively, In all, a sixfold view of that
which 15 the effect of His finished work. The thres positive
words are, glorious holy end without blomish, the last, in
measure, a nogative word; and then we have the threefold

DIFINITE negative = NOT having spot, or wrinkle, or ANY such
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thing, Here is a wonderful descriptlon, but 1t is what we
ghould expect, for if Christ presents to Himself that for which
He gave Himself, (you notice thé word "Himself" twice over)-
if He presents to Himself that for which He gave Himself,
(a complete "Himself" in both cases) we may anticipate thet
which He presents will de glorious. Anything else would
deny the perfactness of His work, anything else would
detract from the glory of the Lord of Glory, If He 1s
the Bridegroom, the bride must be made similar unto Himself,
How could He present to Himself that which was marred by
spot or blemish? How could He have at His side that which
was defective? Nay, there will be no incomplateness in
His finished work, Having loved and having glven Himself,
He will secure a complete sccomplishment of that which
He has desired and purposed, The church will be glorious,
dazzlingly glorious. We think of Adam, he was oreated,
it would seem with 1light, around him, He sinned and lost
it, and man so far from being glorious now, requires a
covering thrt reminds of sin. But in that Day - glorious;
not simply the halo of a pieturs, but the reality of the
Lord's working, will be seen, The church in glory will
not only be in a spﬁere of glory, but glorious 4in accord
with that sphere, holy znd without blemish., The Holy
One of God was a Lamb without biemish and without spot. He
will make His people like to Himaalf, for He gsve Himself
- to cover them with Himself and that they might be conformed
to His lmage and then presented to Himself, and be with
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Himeelf for ever. Here is the.prospect, all the "ups and
downs™ of trials can never interfere with a Divine purpose.
Shell tribulation, peril, or the sword separate from the
love of Christ? Shall the creature defeat the Creator?
Nay, in ell things we are more than conquerors and are
persuaded that nothing can separate., Ye are Christ's,
sald Paul to the Cérinthians, and therefore, ye shall be
presented to Christ, is the argument of this passage. But
we must notice those other words concerning the removal of
every spot. Ah, 12 we take the two words ™having no spot"
and "without blemish" we see a striking allusion to the
sacrifices, just as believers are asaid to be a kind of
“"firstfrults" of His creation. The firstfruits was the
aoceptable sacrifice, and we are accepted in the Accepted
One. Not having spot, on most earthly things thore are
very manifest defecta. Aye, even greater things than those
of earth are permitted by God to have defects at the present
time that wo may learn how far sin has roached. The sun
has 1its spots, and the moon has its apparent disfigurements.
"Not having spot". We remember the Song of Solomon, “"Thou
arf a1l fair, my love, there 1s no spot in thee, Balaam
was constrained to say of Israel, that God did not behold
perverseness in the nation, Here is a typlcal passage
that can be applied to the redeemed now, when they are viewed
as made to sit in heavenly placea in Christ Jesus. But
soon 1t shall be applied to them when they are made to STAND
beside Christ Jesus, Made to sit IN Christ Jesus, iz our
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security., Made to stand together, 1s our glory. At
the present time, believers heve spots and blemlshes. Thanks
bs unto God they ere not those who are spoken of in 2 Peter.
We rsad concerning such, thoy are spots and blemishes, There
1s a vast difference hetween the two aspects. We HAVE spots
and blemishes, but if we are born from above, we ARE not
spots and blemishes, Believers have defects, but they
also have grace, and grace is to be emphasized firs%, They
have an old nature, the flesh, but they have a new naturs,
and thereby they ave dxpacted-to seek and have a victory
in daily life, for the Spirit desires against the flesh,
says the apostle, to hold telievers back from doing the
things they would naturally otherwise. Hoere then we have
brought before us that though bellevers cen never say, "I
am without any blemish" - "I am without any pot" = except
in Christ, - they can look forward to the futurs when they
shall be without any spot or blemish at all because of
Christ., Then we have the word "or wrinkle", This is an
unusual expreassion, and the idea is, 1 belieye, without
any shrivelling up, and it suggests to us a twofold thought.
There shall be no shrivelling up of the complete church,
there will not be one absent bellever, the Lord does not
love and lose. He does not love to leave, He LOVES-to
keep, and lovesto KBEP, - His people shall reach the glory,
not any shrivelling up, If there were one ehild of God
ebsent from the complete company, 1f salvation were received

and then salvation were lost, there would be some shrivell ing
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up somewhere in that bory, but there cannot bs, not having spot
or wrinkle, The wrinkle, 1s, moreover, the mark of worry,
weariness or age. There shall be no sign of any of there things
in the glory. There will be an endless vigour and youthfulness,
i1f I might so characterige it. There will be an endless deliver-
ance from all that would distrdet; no wrinkle, a wondrous béauty
of the Lord's people. Kot having spot, or wrinkle, or ANY such
thing. One delights in the use of the word "such". Sometimes
the apostle employs it to speak of certsain persona he would rather
not name, because of their condition, Sometimes it is found
because he would de unwilling to leave anything out of an
enumeration, (e.g, Gal. 5. 21, 23), Thus it is here, “0r any
SUCH thing". There will only be dther such things, as the
glories described., There will be only contrasts with ruin,
"no SUCH thing" as fallure. Ransack your voesbulary for all
words explaining defects, and put "not" in front of them, Not
any "SUCE" thing, becseds thers will be an assemblage of
contrasted blessednesses, Not any SUCH thing, Oh how oomplete
will be the work of our beloved Lopd!

So we come to consider our present attitude, as to such
an unveiling of graes, Did the Lord love us? Then let us love Him,
Did He give Himself for us? Then let us davote ourselves to Him
to-day. Is He sanctifying and cleansing? Let us be glad, even
though the washing of water may remove that which we thought was
good, but which was only the dirt of our own wey. Will He present
us to Himself? Let us now present our bodies & living saerifice, holy,
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accoptable ujto Him, our reasoneable service. Will there
be then glory? We all with unvelled face beholding as in
a glass the glory of the Lord are now being changed into
the same imags!- not outwardly for the body is dead because
of sin, but the spirit 1s 1ife because of the Lord, and
tha soul has been quickened, and so wo are being changed
from glory until we resach glory even ss by the Spirit of
the Lord, VWill there be in that Day a condition of spote
lessness? Let us keep ourselves unspotted from the world
to-day. Will thers be no wrinkle or any such thing? Bewars
of all the worry that disobeys tho Lord's command, "Be enxious
for nothing"., "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles,
they shall run and not Ye weary, they shall welk and not
faint®s.  Will thero be en holiness? "™Ye shall be holy"
now, ia the Divine promise-command, Will there be a
blemishlesmness? The Holy Spirit instructs us that we
d1ould be without blamish now, in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation, émong whom we shine as lights in
the world. Thus are we drawn to anticipate the glories of
that Day in a spiritual counterp:rt, and may I point out
that the Holy Spirit in ¥ph. I, used vory similar words to
the individual believer. We have sesn in this passage
the collection of bolievers, but in the 4th verse of the
first chapter, we read, "According as He h;th chosen us in
Him before the foundation of the worid, that we should be
holy ONES, and without blemish ONES before Him'. GCollsctively
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the seints will have this wondrous glory. Individually
they 2re to be characterised in the sams way, then let
them seek individually now to 1llustrate something of the
future. It is true that the united-witness aspect we do
not‘see on earth as in Paul's day, I mean, & united chureh.
Ve do not see a multitude of one heart and one soul,

and though God
has been pleased in measure to chasten, He has not been
pleased to caat offs We cannot count on self or on systems,
but we can count on the Spirit of God, and if individually
we geek to walk with God, we shall find we are not alone,
The path may be one of giving up, but it is a path of fellowe
ship with the Lord, If we seek to be “unmized", as the
Holy Spirit words it in Phil. 2, 15, if we sesk by grace
to be those who dwell in the truth snd dwell with our Lord,
will not He, Who in remnant times granted that weeping
Ezra had an assembling of others to where he was weeping,
will not He grant that others who tremble to-day &t the
Word of the Lord will go forth wnto Him without the camp
bearing His reproach, for here we have no continuing eity,
but we seek one to ecms? With our eyss upon the returning
of the Lord, and His dazzling glories wo look off the things
that would naturslly ensnare and exercise their powsrful
and harmful attr» ctiveness, The things of earth are tinsel,
but the gold of THAT land is gnod, If we have en affliotion
it is 1ight and but for a moment, fhe recompence of the
reyard will more than outeweigh 1t, “he glory of that day
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'will maks tha sufferings of this day to be forgotten. Let
us be those who by grace look not at the things that are
sesn, but at the thinge that are not seen, for the things
that are seen ars temporal, but tha things that are not
sgen are sternal, - snd Ly grace 1t is still possidble to

endure as seeing Him Who is invisibls.
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