“IF YE THEN BE RISEN WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS WHICH

ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD.”
COL.3.1

THE SABBATH DAY,
AND THE HEAVENLY CALLING.

An Address (revised)

At Forest Gate E.7,

12" April, 1915
by
PERcY W. HEWARD

Correspondence welcome: Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — 74343 Sachsenheim — GERMANY




THE SABBATH DAY, AND THE HEAVENLY CALLING.

An Address by Mr. P. W. Heward.
At 61, Upton Hane, Forest Gate.
12th April, 1915.

Jer. 17 resd.

One does desire, beloved friends, that in the
~enaiiecretion of every ©ubjlect we rmy be made conscious cof
the leasding and blessing of the Holy Spirit. Xnowledge
puffeth up. Accuracy, though desirable, is quite insufficient
unless it be linked %o g spiritual acquaintance, a spiritual
fellowship, a fellowship that is not only a fellowship of
believers, but a fellowship with the Father, and with His Son
Jesus Christ. I 4o hope that in all cur topics, even When they
are controversial in sny measure, we may have, as the PRIMARY
thought, the glory of Ged in the clear heart understending end
appreciation of lLis precious will, that we may represent Him
the more fully in this rmined world where we are avpointed to
be faithful and spiritual witnesses.

We turn to the Sceriptures for our instruction. TLet me,
at the outset, in spesking of the Sabbath Day and the Heavenly
calling, make clear what I would wish to sweep aside ere we go
further in our Bible Study. First, I would put aside all the
glorification of man. Great names can be brought forward for
almost EVERY opinion. It matters very little to some of us what
this man said or that man said, but it matters very much what God
said. One finds that the majority of people in dealing with
snbjeots are too much biased by learned nasmes., end if they can
f4nd an argument which seems in their favour from one who differs
from them they are still the prouder of his learning, exalting
the concession that he seems to ﬁake. Our difficulty in denying
appeal to man is actually the removal of difficulties. We cannct
refer to any commentator or any authoritative writers outsilde the
Bible! A difficulty? A very precious difficulty, for it narrows
our subject to one book, and that book, God's Book. I expect to

know something about history one dsy, but I know very little



ebout it now, and I have not much confidence in the man who knows
a8 great_3deal. The history of the Lord'. people is being written,
but no earthly historian has wittten it. We can turn up the
history of Christendom, but we can £ind very little about the dear
people of the Lord in some of the dark ages which are past. I say
"which are past” for there are dark asges still, indeed the whole
age is dark. We have the light that shineth in a dark plesce, snd

2=live beyond the age, bacause by grace we were chosen before the

sges. It is a wondrous wrivilege tc turn aside from msen’'s
interpretations, concessions, tralditions, and to turn to what God
says, We can find history, sc called, to teach us many things.
Every man colours the record with his opinion or his bias. I
only know ome church history, it contains 28 chapters. Acts 1-28
and that is the hook tc which we shall turn for church history.
That which we 3o know of failure since our beloved Lord graciously
gathered His people together on resurrecticn ground, - that which
we do kanow of failure draws us away from ALL confidence in man.

I suppose most of us sre clesr that just as the Lord waRs man
upright and he found out many inventions, so the Lord made the
church upright, but Christendom found out many inventions. The Jew
comes slong and ssys, Oh, your church dstes from Constantine. I
believe many so called churches do date from Constantine, but
Constentine is the corrupter of Christianity, and we lcok beyond
the corrupter to Him Who was incorrupt, and Who is incorruptible,
and we praise our God for the incorruptible Word.

Approaching our subject more definitely, let us Ve very
clear as tc what we do NOT believe. I do not want to set forth
apything in Ffavour of calling the first day of the week "Sunday"
or a "Sabbath". The word "Suniay" is heathenish, and when the Lord
has given us two names for a day, why should His people adcpt the
Devils name? The term "Ssbbath" is undispensetionally gpplied.
The theory of a changed Sabbath is without scripture warrant. I
supnose most of us present believe, by grace, in the Divine
unveiling cf an unchanged and unchangeable Sabbath because the
purposes of God standl An unchanged and unchangeable Sabbath to

be manifested in marvellous glory upon this earth wherve the
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first sabbath was stained with sin. The Lord has not changed

His plan as to this Dav, anymore than He has changed His plan as
t0 Jerusalem. Jerusaldm msy become Jebus, and the Ssbbath mey I
the time being be man's Saturdsy, but it shall be the Holy Sabba h
off the Lord. The purpose of God remains unbroken. Let us slso
reccllect that the Sabbath is NOT brought before us in Scripliure
as exclusively Jewis . Let us be quite clear s to the way in
vhich the Lord Jesus Christ mentiona the Sabbath made for MAN.

Let us notice the stress on the fact that thé Sabbath will be kept
bly Gentiles ({Isa. 56 and 66). lMoreover we find at the very
beginning, before theré was a single Jew, God hallowed the seventh
day, and there are, as most know, traces of seven days in

conne ction with Noah's psssing through the £lood. I need hardly
ald, however, that if Exod. £0 be brought PBerward into consideration
of this subject, THAT passage IS addressed to Israel. Ve must be

very olear in distinguishing different parts of God’'s Hol¥ Word.
o Israel the Sabbath is wiewed as a DPERPETUAL cgovenant. Though
it is not exclusively UJewish there i1s a special govenant aspect
in +hat 2o0d made known to Israel His holy Sabla ths One feels
deeply impressed by the language of  Scripture. We read, for
example, "The Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings". Dc we
not delight in the way God cleims that which is His? Have you
noticed the precious rlepeated words "MY Sabbaths"? And then we
have, apart from the iy Sabbaths" of the weekly observances, the
land kceping HER Sabbeths, - yeardy sabbaths which were equally
important with the wedkly Sabbaths, in Sceriptursel gp pointment .
In fact, if I mistake not, 2 Chron. 36, the LAST chapter in the
Hebrew Seriptures, shews that Israel were particularly driven from
their land because the LAND'S Sabbaths had not been obserwel.
They had possessed @ kingiom for 490 years, omitting 70 Sabbath
years. @oditherefore elsimed 70 years in which they were ﬁrivenh
ouatlor v Th poserge oL mortion e Ok Lamds :
away until the land h d kept HER Sabbathsykwe also have the solemn
words "YOUR Sabbaths™. "It did not rest in your Sabbaths". Ah,
Israel chose their own arrangements, they did THEIR ﬁieasure on
God's Holy Day. Balowed friends, Y his principle is cf the

deepkst importance +c us ss children of God. 1t is so easy o
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have OUR arrangements in connection wWith GOD'S will, fand to
substitute that which i$ OURS for that which is HIS.‘ Oh that
we might exalt that whie¢h is HIS and delight in it!

As to the Divine Book which is uniquely subthoritative
on this subject, I believe that the occcurrences of the words are
somewhat as follows. "Sabbath" in the earlier Scriptures about
111 times. 1If this is the exact number it is to me suggestive
for man's climax will be 666, and God's. Sabbath may well be brought
out 2s the 7th.day - 11lL. The verp to sabbath or to rest, morecver,
occurs ahout 70 times. Apart from this there is the lengthened
foerm of the word Sabbath which is sometimes rendered "rest". In
the Later Scriptures the word comes 66 times.

8hull we turn to a few passages that we may enjoy the
fulness of the words of God? Exod. 16. 23, And he said unto them,
This is that which the Tord hsth seid, Tc-morrcw is the rest of the
Holy Sebbath UNTO THE IORD, bske that which ye will bake, and seethe
that ye will seethe, and that which remaineth over lay up for you
to be Eep% wnthl the mqrﬁing. Bxod. 20. 8. '"Remember-the Ssabbath
jay, to keep %i it holy. 8ix days shalt thou labour and do all thy
work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lori thy God, thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy scn, bor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
THAT IS WITHIN THY GATRS: for in six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, the sea and all that in them is, and rested the seventh
day; wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it".
Here the twofold name "the seventh day" and "the sebbath day”
weuld remind us of the other title to that which I have set before
you. Yes, the term "The seventh day™ is & title, ond is of the
deepest spiritual importance. If seven is the number of perfectness
following work, it is wthe number of peace foliowing labour. It ig
cxpressly contrasted with the number eight. It is that which is
1inked with REST rather than RESURRECTION. You will recollect that
when God in Genesis prepared the earth for Adam, He rested the
seventh day and hallowed it, but as one cf the Psalms reminds us,
"Man being in honour did not pass the night™, consequently Adam
sinned on the Sabbath day. The result was that the first Sabbath



5.
was broken, and the Lord Jesus referring to this states, "My Pather
worketh hitherto, and I work". God"s Sabbath rest was thereafter
broken. Furthermore when Géd brought out Isrsel from Egypt, He
AGAIN begsn (if I might so word it) as with men generally.
ropresented in Adam. ®With Adam was there made a covenant of WORKS,
and to Adam was there given the Ssbbath which he broke. The first
statement of man'sgin in Genesis is associated with a hint that he
broke the Sabbath. Likewise, to Israel was given a covensznt of
WORKS, and with that covenant of TVORKS, the Sabbath. Isrsel soon
broke that ccvenant of works, and as the Hebrew Scriptures begin
with showing that man broke the Sabbath, so the Hebrew Scriptures
end, for R Chronicles is the last bock in the Hebrew, since the
arrangement is distinectt from that of our English Bible, and Christ
alludes to THIS arrangement, therefore we prefer it, - the last book
in the Hebrew Scriptures finishes by saying that the  second people
with whomg there Was a covensnt of Works broke the Sabbath. That
is to say there is a sitress in Genesis on the bresking cf the
Sabbath with respect tlo the EARTH. 2 Chronicles ends with the
breaking of the Sabbath with respect to the LAND. The garden was
spoiled and that favoured land thich vwas as the garden of the Lord,
was spoiled, but these earthly blessings shall yet be brcught in,
and there SHALL be the glorious Sabpath of the Lord, kept in
fulfilment of His perflect purposes, kept even upon this poor
sin-stained earth. Gdi is nct defested as to MAN, and is not
defeated as to ISRABL. In the lLast Adam, and the True Israel He
takes up the thresds, and Isrsel shmll be brought to the blessiungs,
and the Gentiles shall be brought to the blessings, which are
1linked with the Sabbath. Thus we have the Sabbath first with Adam,
as a type of Gentiles, - and failure; then the Sabbath with Isracd
and failure. Butg Jews and Gentiles will yet keep the Sabbath!
There is only one other class, that I find distinguished from Jews
and Gentiles, and that class is mentioned in 1 Cor. 10. 32 - where
we read of Jew, Gentile, and churchH of God. Doubtless this word
has a local application, but only gs a miniature of a larger
HEAVENLY people. And throughout Seripture I @=x find nothing of
a Sabbath with resPech 40 the chureh, or the present dispensation.
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We have seen the stregs as to Gentile and Tew, and God when He
brings some of BOTH into blessing, will bless them together upon
this earth. Earth shgll be s garden, though the twc gardens failed,
snd He will bless them in coumnnection with His Holy Sabbath. The
beginning of the Hebrew Soriplures, snd the end of the Hebrew
Sceriptures show failure, but the Lord never fails, and cur hearts
rejoice as we look forward to that which SHALL be because of what
He I3. Yes, there shail be a world-wide Sabbath, and the NUMBER
of the Sabbath commandment indicates this.

Shall we next turn to Lev. 19. 3. Ye shall fesr every
man his mother and hi$ father, and keep My Sebbaths. I am the Lord
your God. Lev. 19. 30. Ye shall keep MY Sabbaths, and reverence
MY Sancbuary, I am thé Lord. In general, these refer to the weekly
Sabbaths. I kxnow that certain days, as for example, the Day of
Atonement, were particularly called by the name Sabbath, but THAT
was exceptional. Godllays a tremendous stress upon HIS Sabbaths,
and He makes the keeping of them a test. In the words of another
Seripture, "Verily My Sebbaths ye SHALL keep”. Surely 4this is mnot
only a cormmand, but it involves a promise. God will Pulfil it.
"gor it is a sign betleen Me, and you, throughout your generations,
thet ye may know that I am the Lord That doth senctify you. Ye shall
keep the Sabbath therefcre, for it is holy untc you; everyone thal
defileth it shall surely be put tc death; for whosceler dceth work
therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. Six
days may woxrk be done, but in the geventh the Sabbath of rest holy
to0 the Lord; whosoevdr: doeth any work in the Ssbbath dey, he shall
surely be put %o death. Wherefore the children of Israel shell
keep ths Sabbath, toLohserve the Sabbath throughout their
k¥xcughoak generatiors, a perpetual covenant. IT is a sign between
Me and thé children or Israel for ever; for in six days the Lord
mede heaven and eartn, and on the seventh day He rested and was
refreshed. (Exod. 34. 12-17). It is not at all surprising that
the Sabbath was made such a striking test. It is easy tc under-
stgnd sbout not killing, but the Sabbath was of the nature of -
what has been called in English, - a positive command, +that is,

command manifestly dkpending con the will of the Law-givex, the
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reason for which could not always be sSeen by those who received the
command, snd THEREIN was the test. If I can see WHY Isshould do a
certain thing, my obediehce may be human reasoning, but if I cannot
see why, my obedience is tested. So is 1%, 1n a wondrous way, with
respect to baptism and the Lord's Supper, in the present time. The
humsn mind is ap¥ to sayl. Wherefore? but the believing mind says, The
Lord's commandments are pperfect. Hence we can understsnd how devotedly
“aynest Nehemish was sgainat those whc broke the Sabbath, and the
beautiful words of Jer. 17, which we heve read, chow God's stress
therein through His prophets. We might also have looked st Ezek. 20,
¢asily remembered with Exodus 20. DNor can we cverlcok the passage
in Isaish 56. Here we have the son fof the stranger that has jeined
himsel?f %o the Lord, and the Lord speaks gracicusly to such an cone,
anl to asny like him, chdracterized as those "that keep MY Sabbaths,
and chocse the things that plesse ME, and take hold of MY covenant™,
"Iven untoc them, {He promises) will I give in Mine house within My
walls, a place, and a ngme, better than of sons and daughters: I will
.ive thom an everlssting neme that will not Dbe cut off. Alsc the
sons of the strsnger that join themselves to the Lord to serve Him,
snd tc love the name of the Lord, tc be His servants, every one that
keepeth the Sabbath from pclluting it, and taketh hold of My Covenant;
cven %= them will I brihg to My holy mountain, and make them joyful
in My house of prayer; theilr burnt offerings and their sacrifices
accepted uponﬂMine altalr, for My house shall be called an House of
Prayer for all pecples. The Lord Gofl Which gathereth the outcasts of
Israsel saith, Yet will I gether to0 hiim BESIDE THOSE THAT ARE GATHERED
UNTO HIM". The Gentilds are to be blessed with Israel. I mean the
spared and obedient Gengtiles, to be blessed WITH REGARD TO THE SABBATE

You will notice this will be st the time when there is ghouse of
prayer for all nations, As we have Seen elsevhere, the Sabbath
suggests a work which fod will yet accomplish upoen the EARTH.
Sacrifices will be reinstated. Israel offered gaarifices which God
could not receive, but He will have.what I might term "His compeunsatidbr
ss to these things. Iivery one of them shall be fulfilled, there shall
be a literal exaltation of Devid's line. There shall be the honour

to
cf 7Zadok's priests, there shall be an earthly temple, there shall be
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earthly sacrifices, there shall be the blessing of Israel as a nation,
and there shall be the blessing of the Sabbath which both Adam and
Israel alike broke. God is not defested, He has purposes as to this
esrth, ani they MNUST be fulfilled. 1Isa. 58 gives us a beautiful
psssage, "If thou turn away thy foct from the Sabbath, {our English
ig hardly clear) - by reason of the Sabbath - that is because cf
exelting it) - if thou thrn away thy foot by reason of the Rehbath
ss to doing thy pleasure ¢n My holy dsy, apd c&ll the Ssbbe-h &
delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour Him, not
doing thine own ways, noxr finding thine own pleasure, nor gpeaking
words, then shalt thou deliight thyself in the Lord and I will cause
them to ride upon the high places of the BARTH, and feed them with
the heritage of Jacob thy father, for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken™. And Isa. 66, donteining the one passsge where the word
wgabbath'is rendered differently in the Rarlier Sceriptures, says in
verse 23, "It shall come¢ to pass from one new moon tc another, end
from one Sabbath to asnother (thut is from Sabbath tc Sabbath) shall
all flesh come to worship before Me, saidhthe Lord® Herec is
jistinctly = Divine promise, which reminds us that sbout half a
dozen times with respect to the restored temple of Rzek. 40 - 48 we
are told there shall be the “3bbath.

How, beloved friends, realising thig, we are not surprised
that when He came Who was and is the Bnid of law into righteousness to
every one that believeth, He perfectly fulfilled the Pather's will in
this matter. In other words Christ particularly went into the
gynagogues, cn the Sabheth Day, as IIis custom was, and He particularly
nallowed the Sabbath day by mirscles of merey. Truly THIS was a
milowing. Undoubtedly the Phariseces were wrong when they objected.
The Lori Jesus Himself referred ther to the fact that because ol sa
the priests by Divine uppointment on the Sabbath day had holy work
to do. 1Indeed they hafl extre sacrifices 0 show that God can make
special srrangements w Smever He nleases, and thé Lord Jesus Christ
more fully than the priests in their sacrifice hallowed the Sabta th
Dey by doing the FPather's will, in raising up, in restoring a

withered hani, in cauging one to see, OT another to walk. Thus
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Christ removed THREIR theories, and fully hallowed -the Sabbath day.
He was the One of Whom the ark was a picture. You know the words in
the earlier Scriptures, loses gave the law, the tables of stone, to
the srk. The law was given to Christ in a very marvellous manner.
He said, I.c I come,in the unrolling of the book it is written concerning
Me, I delight to do Thy will, O my God, yea Thy Law is within the midst
of Me", and He fully, from birth to death, kept the Father's will.
e said, Think not that I"am come %o destroy the law and the prophets,
I am not come to destroy, but to £ill,- and He FILLED, for men are
said to be EMPTY in James 2. Yes, He Who msmxx was all fulness FILLED
law, and having filled law He could say, I have finished the work that
Thou gavest Me to do, - that was His active obeldicence; and on the-
cross, It HATH BREN finished, - that was His passive obedience. Thus
there was the tvofold obedience of Him Who was the Righteous One, the
Righteousness cf God. This is our rejoicing, for if He had faltered
we should have no Saviour!

And now we come to s vVery remarkable passage with respec?t
to His death in Luke 23. 54. And that day was the prepgration, and
the Sabbath drew on, and the women also wWhich came with Him from
Galilee Pollowed after and beheld the sepulchre, and how His body
was laid. Ani they returned and prepsred spices snd ointmente, and
RESTEDY THE SABBATH DAY ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT. The Lcrd Jesus
Christ also rested the Sabbath day. Adam broke it, Israsel broke it.
Having fulfilled the law, He rested the seventh day, and was raised
the FIRBT day of s NEW week. Thus the failure of Israel, and of Adan,
as to the Sabbath, was & contrast with the perfectness of Him Who is
again and agsin contrasted with them. We find for example that Adam

rarden ani fell, Israel were tested in the wilder-

ness &nd they fell. Christ in wildexDesSs and garden alike meets the
attask of the evil one, and never failed or fails. Here is the last
rostiPg of the Sebbath day according to the commsndment. Beloved
frienal, I fini no passage after the ;esurrection of the Lord Jesus
0hrist which compares with this. o pHassage with respsot to the
present time. Till He was raised they rested tho seventh daay according
to the commandments. They took their position in the old dispensation.

i 3 X
A%-stive the passage goes on to tell of the £irst day of the week, vory



10.

early in the morning, add of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ ani leads on to the way in which He was Ffound with His people,
first with two entering a room, and then with more in another room,
on the first day of the lweek st even. I do not think it can be shown
that the Lord Jesus Christ gathered with His disciples after
resurrection in a HOUSE on any other day than the first day, snd that
fact is important, for mefore that we have always the stress, or
frequently the stress, on-“His Sabbaths. If there im any day of the
week which is brought t¢ the front in the life of the Lord Jemwms

it is the Sabbath day, but when He is rsised from the dead, where

is a Sabbath connected with Him. Vhere is she Sabdbbath connected
with His gathering with His people within a house? Where 1s any day,
except one, connected with His gathering ipside s house? No other
day can be prcved than the first day of the week, ahd if Seripture

is silent, its silence sdpesks. Melchisedec doubtless died, bub
Melchisedlec on the pages of Scripture has no death recorded. The
apostle srgues from that. Therefore we praise Ged for every

fraction of the silence of Scéripture. Yes there is a reason for
this. In the Gospels, never before the resurrection have we a first

day of the week spebially mentioned; After the resurrection mever
‘have we a Sabbath in the same way mentioned. THERE IS A REASON FOR
THIS. I need not give you the passages which show the earthly
Sabbaths of the Lord Jesus and the miracles He wrought therein:- you
know them, or should do. In the Acthk, moreover, we find the Sabbath
brought to the front, but how is it brought to the front? In
connection with WITNESS to Israel. We never read, "They rested

+he Sabbath day". Witness to Isrsel ig in front of us, whether
3n . sats 13, or 16, or 17, or 18. The Tord Jesus Christ fully

kept the Law. He is the End of the law into righteousness fer every
one that believeth, — hot that they are to be lawless, but they arxe
in 8 law=tc Christ, and everything which they are to do is to be in
memory of His wcrds, "If ye love Me, keep My commandments®.
mieaching them tofbserive all things whatsosver I have commanded you™.
We do not obey the lsw of MNoses. Porsonally I should feel that uy
veason for not killing is not based on Exod. 20. It is the law of

Christ. The earlier Secriptures contain many passages which the
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Lord APPLIES to His peoble, bub I have ncthing to do with law, and
know nothing of law, expept on resurrection ground in Christ, ZEvery
law that reaches me, if [ am linked with Him, must be on resurrection
ground, and in connectipn with "the HEAVENLY calling", as FHeb. 3
most definitely puts it. Beloved friends, it is deeply important

to see this, for if we dc not see this, we are, in the present
dispensatiocn, going back to a covenant of works, If we arc on
resureecticn ground in Chxist every part of law and instruction

that reaches us, reaches us in conneetion with HIM. But it may be
gaid, Did not the apostles keep the Sabbath dsy? Do not intrude
into Scripture silence. It may be brought forward as an argunent
that at least AFTER thd times of the apostles many observed this.
fhat would be nc eviderce. If there is anything clearly stamped on
the Later Scriptures it is that Judeism came in. "History" is very
imperfect, s we have already scen. Did the apostles keep the
Sabbath dsy in the ONLY church history we heve? That is the cnly
boo': tc which I will look! And, further, if they kept it, 3id they
keep it by Divine appointment, or by feilure? Paul tcok & vew; and
wag linked with enimel sscrifices. Was THAT the will €f the Lerd®
Scéripture shows in every case whether the scticns cof the spostles

arc to he followed, or whether they aré& recorédeld as a warningg. Of
almost every man something seems to have been recorded as a warningy
except of the Ome Who Wwas more than a Men, ani Christ is brought
vefore us in Sceripture, not that we may d4c exactly what He dida, for
He took the position off an Israelite, even(with respect to sacrifice,
and we find Him sttendling at synagegue, and in the temple: - but thet
we may realise the prilvilege of knowing Him first as our Saviour, then
as our Lord and Exsmple, that we may walk in His stems. To walk in
His steps, is not to de exactly what He did. Ve ao not observe the
Passover, He 4id. HIS IAWS bind us, sand His manner is .teo be our
manner. It is remarkd4ble, beloved fikends, that the book of Acts
brings befcre us as the beginning aof the church, a first day of the
week. I refer tc the Day of Pentesost. All attempts to change
Pentecost from the first day of thé week are faulty. The usual
Jewish theory of tc-dhy is thot Pentocost was fifty days from

dsy after the first dpy of passover, but that Jewish theory is
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rlainly wrong . Pentedost wes 50 days from the day after the
ordinary Sabbath of Padsover week. The Ffirst day of Passover
was a holy day, but it is NOT called, a Sabbsth in Lev. 23. 1-14.
Passover and Tebernacles are both dated by months. If Pentecost
were counted 50 days aflter the first day of Passover, it would be
easy to date it by the month. Pentecost is NEVER dsted by months,
because 1t comes from the ordinsry Sabbath of Passove¥r week,
sherefore it could not hw deted by the month because it varied.
It could only be dated by the day. Pesssover, Pentecost and
Tahernacles, - that is the Divins orler. Passover was fulfilied
when Christ died. ©Pentlecost, the one feast WITHOUT a Sabbath, and
always a FIRST day, was 1linked with the coming down of the Holy
Spirit, for the present adispensetion. It looked back toc the other
first day, the first daly when the sheaf was waved before the Lord,
for just as the manna cEme down on the first day, and as there was
light on the first day, there are typical first days to lead up to
the present time. Tahefrnacles is the feast which is Ffullest of
Sebbaths, and pictures he coming back of the Lord, and the glory
cf the Tord. 1In Passov r, which leads up to Christ's death, in
Tabernacles when Christ is King end the blessings of the land.- we
find BSabbaths. Pentecoist, the feast in-between, is a feast that
is not only on a distinet day, but it can never fall on a Sabbath
day, and can never incliide a Sabbath within it, if we take the
Scriptural argument of Lev. 23. But, beloved friends, shall we
turn to two passages which have a deep bearing upcn +this topile?
One is Matt. 24. 20. YBut pray ye that ypur flight be not in the
winter, neither on the Bshbhath day". There sre only three pcssible
interpretations of thils which wonld easily suggest themselves. Two
of them agre misinterpretations. The first is that Christ was
addressing Jews ags Jews, but surely in Metthew 24, He is addressing
disciples as disciples. I need hardly say thst this passage, in the
belief, I suppose, of most oé us, looks on to the petriod just before
the coming bsck of the Lord, and NOT to the time just before the
destructicn of Jerusalem. There are not a few who maintain that just
before theé coming of {the Lord, Jews will be dealt with as Jews, and

acceptable before the Iord. Some of us, by the grace of God, see
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nothing of this in Seripture. The present dispeunsation goes right
on to the coming of the Dord Jesus in menifest glory. A second
misinterpretation of this is that believers are brought befcre us,
erd thaet they WOULD not go further than a Sabbath day's Journey on
the Sabbath. If we look at the true interpretetion, it will remove
this error. Pray ye that YOUR FLIGHT be nct in the winter, neither
on the Sabbath,- implies they wounlda be Willing to flee. It does not
say, Pray ye that the timéiof your flight be not theun, fcr ye cannot
go any further, but "yohr flight" impiies they WOULD flee. The
winter is s hindrance from without, and the whole pessage is dealing
with such physical hindfrances. "Your flight" implies your willingness,
but you will be hinderef. The winter would hinder you because it is
cold. Now if this brings before us 5udea at the. time when the
abomination of desolation is set up, we can well imagine how the
Prenzied Jews will deal with any Jewish believers, {of whom, by
grace, there will be msny), if they sttempted to flee away on the
Ssbbath. The excited Jews of that time will shcw great hitfermess
agoinst Antichrist for setting up his inmage, and the disciples of
the Lord will have no easy position if they are living in Judea
then. Hence & most suitable prayer, and I believe that this vrayer
will be Divinely snswered. There are, if I mistake not, definite
Seripture hints that the flight will not be iv the winter.

Gol. 2 is the other passsge. This, remarkbbly, is the
ONILY ocourrence of the Sabbath in these EPLSTLES. That fact is
noteworthy. The silenee of Scripiure hes a message. Whereas the
prophets speak of the gin of breaking the Sabbath, Paul, while
emphasizing, in the Holy Spirit, obedience, does NOT Dbring this
»oint before the Lord's peovle. It is gsometimes said, Would the
Jows who believed give up keeping their Sabbath without a speclal
statement being made? There is a fnrther question. 1f the Bentile
believers were to keey Sabbath woull not a special statement be
nede? Particularly Wwe might anticipate this in Acts 15 which
deals with the very point of Jews and Gentiles. But let us leave
BOTH kinds cf theorizing, and coming to Col. 2, we are in an
epistle to Gentile bellevers. Let he man, says ‘the apostle, in

verse 16, judge you in neat or in drink, or in respect (that is,
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the part, or inheritance) of a holy dmy or of the new moon, oX

of the Sabbaths, which sire a shadow olf things to come, but the

body is of Christ. The feasts, the holy days,, were yearly -

Passover, Penbecost, and Tebernacles. The new moons, monthly.
The Sabbaths, weekly. The interpretation that this refors to the
special feast-Sabbsths like the day of Atovement is ap interpretation
which is surely quite unsatiffactory, for the folloving reasons.

The fessts have ALREADY besn mentioned in the first statement.
Secondly the term Sabbaths without eny explanation would naturally
mesn the weeckly Sabbath, Thirdly, mark +he words "which are a
ghadow of things to come™. The Sabbath is particularly referring
to things to come. Fourthly, in the earlier Seriptures, in 2 Chron.
2. 4, 8.13, 31.3, (will you turn to 2. 4) we have brought before

us this VERY expression "Behold I build an house to the Neme of

the ford My God, to dedicate to Him &nd to burn before Him sweet
incense, and for the continusl shewbread snd for the burnt cfferings
morning and evening, on the Saebbaths, end on the new mocons, and on
the solemn Peasts of tHe Lord our God. Here are the three {erms,
(the Septusgint will hdlf in this matteri vo which the Iely Spirit
refers, and you will notice the perfect order of them in Colossians.
Yeoarly, monthly, weekly. Any other igterpretation of Sabbaths
would be inappropriste and irregular. Fhen mark the forcible
statement "which are a shadow"”, "Bub the body is of Christ”. A
shedow of good things bto come. The Sabbath is to be fulfilled, and
there are to be the fepsts. & shadow of good things to come, but
the BODY is of Christ. MNow what does the expression "Let noc man
judige you'" gignify? 1n the context we read, Let no map beguile you
of your reward. The Holy Spirit is dealing with the Juigment Seat
of Christ. ILet no man judge you in this respect; Just as ir
Gelatians Paul says, 1 testify to every man that is circumecised, he
is a debtor to do the whole 1aw. 8o here, if & believer keeps
feasts, new moons, apd Sabbaths, that bellever will incur julgment
at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 1+ is not therefore a matter of
small importasnce, it is a matter of the gravest importance. A
believer is hazarding his reward, if he koeps the seventh day.

This is a most solemd matter in the light of such a Divine
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unveiiing. Undispensationasl acltions are very serioug. Secrifices
of 0ld were important, snd there were musical instruments in the
worship of God. To héve either now is entirely undispensationsl.
Robes were fitting in days gone by, but to dress up in rcbes for
worshiS?gould displease our gracious Ged. Undispensational actions
will bring judgment at the Julgment Seat cf Christ. Beloved friends.
shall we on the one hand allow any to beguile us of our rewsrld by
Gentile philosophy? Sh#ll we on tHe orher hsfidl allcew any tc beguile
us of our reward by undispensational actions’ But, yocu say, how
about the Jewish belibvers im the early church? Ah they were
dealt with very tenderly, regarding these, perhaps, the apostle
wrote such words as Rom. 1l4. Likewise when he deals with a Gentile
believer being circumeised he is nct primarily spesking to the
Jewish believers, whc were only gradually perceiving these things.
The Lord is very tender with those who have been brought up in
certain things, but ilf we, outside this position, outside the
position of the natiom with whom Gecd made a per;etual covenant

take the shedow
of the Ssbbaih, if we, in heavenly places in Christ Jegus,gre shall
lose a reward. 1t ig 2o if we doke the shallpw of theg sacrifices.
fow deeply important that as believers we £hcukd recognise cur
heavenly cslling. The command wag given in Exodus that the chosen
nation shsll keep the Sabbath, snd we find the werds "The stranger
that is within thy gates™. As soon as God blesses the. land and
there are gates, thoh there will be HeShbbath. "The STRANGER that
is within thy gates"™. THY gates:~- then those who keep the Sabbath
have cities, and cthers are strengers to them. But, belcved

friends, our positicn now, is to e brecught out from cities of our

cvn. "Here hrave we np continuing eity”. WE srxe the strangers.
= g - A D
“here are no cities of Joa's appointment. The Lord's redesmed

are seperated to Him in a peculiar way. The Sabbath was mede for
man, edda perpetual covenant with Israel is never linked with
believers in Chrigt WJesus. They are distinet from men, and distinct
from Israpl. The apostle particularly complains of some who wallk

as men, in 1 Cor. 3. 3,4. (Tr). It is our privilege to realise the
height to which God has brought us. The present dispensation is .

in between the time when Christ was rejected and the time when



M
1 6%9
[}t

R

)

‘I

UGk

]
d

\

iy

16.
Christ shall come back. Israel are encouraged in the earikier
Scripturee, and we resd sbout the Gentiles being blessed in that
future day when Christ is King. Gentiles will go with Israel then

to worship the Lorid and #®ill keep Sabbaths and new moons according
to Isa. 66, and the feazt of Tabernacles, - the very three things

which Gol. 2 says we dre not tc keep now. They will be treated as
men on the earth, and blessed with earthly BLESSING. There is nc
deripture for us going tso the Sabbagiy till Isrsel have s House of
prayer for all nations. THAT is +the clear teaching of Isa..H6 and
also of Isa. 58. The typical teaching of Humbers helps us in this
m&tter, though it cam only corroborate. Zypical teaching can never
be first. But it cormoborates. The Law says, This do and thou
Shalt live, - gix folllowed by one. The Gospel pather puts it, ILive
and thou shalt do this. One followedby six. Law is obedience
leading to peace. Indeed the command to keep the Sabbath was
preceded by the words "Thou shalt do all thy work". The first

day of the week rominde us that He has done all the work. The
firrsﬁ:wglay\ ;onfketﬁewﬁieﬁ%whgfeggi st Wask :msuics::e»c’.t,_e wamei.ay*fha‘;_rg%s
£l A1M ﬂiz};{e&gﬁh, thﬁ}xeoe@gﬁg .”é%%x;;; Gh?ri.st b\ém:rzzz,;e e f'f,-}fst
8ix days, He rested the seventh dgy, but I am not linked with Him

in that week. Except the corn of wheat fall into the ground AND
DIE, it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth in
resurrection, much fruit, and that is where I come into a 1link

with Christ, - on resurrection ground the first day of the week.
Consequently having this position we realise that our works are %o
spring from our LIVING UNION with Him. Oh, beloved friends, what a
height this is, what a heavenly calling! XNot with Israel's earthly
prosperity, not with Adasm's earthly prosperity. What mstters it

if we are laeid low 1n {uis esrth, WHat mattors it 1f-wec lese-ewery
thing, we have Christ snd Christ is all, and that is the joy and
the hope and the comfort of the Lord's people. ley it be ours to
live increasingly in the light cf this blessing, anid in the light of

our Loxrd's return.

of the week, and the gathering of saints particularly, bub that

{I have no% referrcd to the Scripture stress on the first day
may be the subject, God willing, on some cther occasion).




