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"THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH"

THE OPERATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Our subject this evening is concerning the operations
of the Holy Spirit. It is well theat we.should sometimes speak
of the Holy Spirit, not that we desire an undue proportion, for
ve know very well that the Holy Spirit, when guiding the ministry
will take things of Christ, and emphasize Christ, end therefore
en undue proportion of preaching ABOUT the Holy Spirit +ould not
be in the power of the Holy Spirit, But it is well at lesst
sometimes to think of that wondrous Person, and His wondrous
workings, I sey "Porson", and it is well ‘o remember that we
are not thinking of a thing,  not speaking of an influence, but
of &-Person, a living Person, & Divine Person, One Who is God,
equal with the Father and the Lord J esus, in the wondrous un:.t,y
of the Name LORD, as we read of, the Name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, the One Name, The Nam of the
Spirit, is, in its meaning, suggestive.of His hidden nature, and
of His wondrous working, for it is a similar word to that of 'air!
or 'breath! and the Spirit of God is the Unseen One Who is work-
ing with vital power, Oh! that it might be g0 in our meeting
this evening, The word for 'Spirit! is neuter in the Greek, and
on that account some have been misled through the passages where
the Spirit of God is called "ITV, TLet it be realized that
Christ is called the Light, which is nouter, tnd that both fem-
inine and neuter names are given to Him in the Scriptures, and
one con pee that the pronoun agreeing in the Greek must necess-
arily be sometines feminine or neuter, hence the 'IT' of the
Spirit, the Spirit ITself, But in English that hardly brings
out the meaning, for the word "Spirit" is not neuter, that is,
our grammr 1s quite distinet from that of Greek. Therefore it
is preferable to render it "The Spirit HIMSELF", But the fmct
that the word "Spirit" ie neuter mokes it more remarvknble that
in certain passages of Scripture there is is almost a going out of
the way to emphasize. that:the Holy Spirit isa Person, for we
have the pronoun put in.the masculine though in close proximity,
for the word for Spirit which is neuter, Theword "ekeinos" =
that one, is used seven times in the last address of the Lord
Jesus, Toke for example John 15,26,27 and John 16,13, Moreover
the Holy Spirit is there called another Paraclete like the Loxd
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Jogun, Iow could such words have been spoken of & mere influence
or thing? How could such words be spoken of a person who weg
not Divine? Morepver the Holy Spirit's personclity is before us,
in that vhich is deolared concerning witnesses as Rom, 8, and

1 John 5, reveals, He can be grieved, as Eph. 4 shows us, That
is the One egainst Whon men lie, as Acts 5 reveals. He had fell-
owship: with the Father in the sendmg of the Lord Jesus, as
Tgsaiah 48,16 shows,

With that little preface we pass 1o consider the oper-
atione of this wondrous Divine Pergon, feeling the need for rev~-
erence lest we should say enything concerning Him what will
grieve Him, for though an ignorant sin is not so terrible as o
wilful one, and though in mercy we have been preserved from
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, that sin which is a state of
pin, ond o continuance and delight in sin and choosing wilfully

of sin, though we have been mercifully preserved from that, there
is a danger lest we should misrepresent the Holy Spirit even when
peeking to explain His wonderful and complex operations,

The work of the Spirit of God in other dispensations
deserves proyerful thought, In Psalm 33 we see that the Spirit
of Godfn Mouth wae commected with the original creation, and in
Gen, 1, when the earth became without form and void end darkness
wao upon the face of the deep, the next event was that the Spirit
of God moved upon the face of the waters, and God said, "Let
there be light", Doubtless there is true history and true par-
able in that wendrous statement for when men is ruined, the
need is that firnt the Spirit of God should move on the fuce of
the deep, o Personal Spirit of God; ond the God Who commanded
the light to shine out of dorkness should shine in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
foce of Jesus Christ, Thus we have the work of the Holy Spirit
with reapect to oreation and restoration, then wo have His work
in the Scripturea in other dispensations, guiding the servants
who trrote, for men of God epoke as they were BORNE ALONG by the
Spirit of God, and we find that David distinctly olaimed that
the Spirit of God spoke by him, There was no mere thought
inepiration, no mere genoral controlling inspiration, but a
direct personal and verbal instruction ceusing the words spok-
en, and thewords written to be the very words of the living
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God, 8o that ALL Soripture, not merely as spoken, but as written -
for that is what the word signifies - ALL Scripture is God-breath-
ed, You camnot breathe thoughts, and os a rule you do not speak
of written words being breat]éd, but God ‘emphasizes that the origi-
nal Scriptures wore written word for word as He desired it, with
no word changed, no word unnecesdsary, no word misplaced, ,Truly we
may praise God for the work of the Holy Spirit in other dispensa-
tions in preparing for ue the precious Hebrew Scriptures,

_ Then we have the work of the Spirit of God in dealing
with individuals in the olden times, Ve remember that in Psalm 51
David, not only prophetically but personally said, "Take not:Thy
Holy Spirit away from me", There wags truly a work of the Spirit
of God in those who arc called children with respect to God; - if
they knew Him & Father there must have been a Divine work of the
Spirit of God, and though they only scv threugh a gless darkly,
even more that wve only see through & gla g darkly, though they
were more in mystery than we are in nystery as to the things of
God, yet nevertheless the Spirit of God was working in those
old.en times revealing to them more of their position as servants
than of their poaition which we now cee to be ours in Christ as
gons of the living God.

Tt is remarkable that we read of the Holy Spirit coming
upon certain ones in the bock of Judges; the book of ruin, I%
is true we find it earlier in the Pentateuch, but especially,
seven times, T believe, a similar expression is used in Judges.
For the S'plrit of God ceme upon, or clothed Himself with cer-
tain ones, It is remarkable, moreover, that this was not always
o saving work, When we find the Spirit of God came on Saul,
though. temporarily., Nor was it always linked with a aanc’c:.fymg
experience for the Spirit of God came several times upon Samson
who was a man of faith in measurc, and yete man of failure,
These points are not unimportant, They bring before us the sov-
oreignty of the-Spirit of God, and His rigat to work where He
pleases and as He pleases, that He is not merely limited to those
in whose hgart God is working, nor is He limited to those who
are growin?‘;ace. He can use a Balhcm if it pleases Him, He can
work miracles by whatsoever means He is pleased to employ that
no flesh should glory in His presence. ljoreover His work in the
olden times prevents us lrom boasting. Ve are not to say, "Oh!
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this ip the dispensetion in which the Spirit of God is manifest
end He was not menifest before", We can say and say truthfully
that there has been a fuller unveiling of the work of the Spirit
of God and that at Pentecost there was a new wnity created by
the Holy Spirit, but we need to beware lest by any unguarded
language we tum our privileges into boastings, and make our
wondrous ecceptance in Christ to be & background for looking
down on saints in olden times, who perhaps knew more of the

Lord then we are apt to think they knew, perhaps knew more of
the Lord than we ourselves know, though I grent that in these
days we OUGHT to know more than Abraham did, we ought to know
more thon whet David and Isaiah did, for it was revealed to them
that not wnto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things
which are now amnounced by the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven,
which things the angels desire to look into, - which wondrous
privileges should make us prayerful, but never are we called by
God to be boastful,

Ve pass nov to consider the convicting and quickening
work of the Spirit of God, Convicting is & legal work, The Spirit
io paid in John 16, to convict, and we are told in 1 Peter 3 how
that Ghrlstmln Splrlt preached to those who have now become spir-
ite in prison, and that He judged among them or convicted, You
know the passage in Gen, 6 "My Spirit shall not always judge among
men", Then was the convieting work of the Spirit of God “though
men were not convinced, Therc is now a general work of the
Spirit of God through the word and through other means that He
is pleased to employ, so that they are without excuse, But apart
from this general convicting work there is the Wessedly complete
convicting work, - when the Spirit of God lays low a sinner,
when the commandment is not merely e written word, but when it
comed with living power, When the ocmmandment ceme to Saul of
Tarsus, then the Spirit of God as it were clothed Himself with
the commandnent, end made it an arrow which was shapp, that tho
one whom the Lord had marked out to be His, might be laid low,
for the Lord gaid, "I kill end I meke alive", "I wound and I
heal", There must be @ killing first, there must be a wounding
first, there mst be the brokan-down man on the road to Jericho
before the good Semaritan cen pour in oil and wine, It is bless~-
ed thing if by grace we have received the convicting work of
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the Spirit of God, But let ugs not.think it is merely past, It

is still His work to point out unto ws failure, and to show us
through the Scriptures when we sin against God, The Spirit of God
causes believers to know when they grieve Him, and though there
is not the withdrawing of a Divine work, nor the alteration of a
Divine Power, there is, sonetimes in the ocongcious rcalization
of God's people, there is solemnly less COMAUNION of the Spirit
of which 2 Cor, 13 verse 14 strikingly tells,

Linked with the convicting of the Spirit of God we
night deal with the quickening of the Spirit of God, The Spirit
quickeneth as He wills, for we read in John 3 that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit, end again in “ch, 6,63, "It is the
Spirit That quickeneth", If we offe realize that men are incap-
able of improvement, that they are too far gone - I mean incap-
able to make them fit for God, if we realize this we shall under-
gtand the precious words “If any man be in Christ there is a new
oregtion", Beloved friends, let us aok ourselves as before God
if we have experienced this new creation? If there has not been
a passing out of death into life, all our good wishes and good
hopes and good intentions, and good realizations, are poor
counterfeits, and only good in our own estimation, This creation
which is a Divine operation, is linked with faith of the in-
working of God, and is said in Eph, 2 to be in Christ Jesus, but
it is by the work of the Spirit of God. The exact moment of
quickening may not be known, - I had almost seid, it comnot be
known, We know when we enter into something of the joy of sal-
vation, but who can tell when God begins & work? Who can tell
that iny, unpeen, and almost unfelt begiming of a Divine work,
in cecord with a Triune purpose end to leed to an eternal secur-
ity? As with natural birth there are mysteries, with spiritusl
birth there are great mysteries, and if the believer can in some
meesure realize the time of hie new birth, it is not always
menifest to others until & little time afterwards, Everything
is covered with mystory that God may take all the glory away
from man, It is sad oh account of this that many have been mis-
led, they have sought for results begotten of emotion, and have
imagined that they have led thousends of souls to Christ, when
perhaps the time in which some were brought manifestly to aocept
Hin wes & while after they were braght to know the Divine working,
or at least to expericnce it almost unconsciously. I do not say
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this %o cpenk egeinst the idea of bringing before those who are in
measure impressed ‘the 1mportance of being among those who confeas
the Kame of Christ, It is important, and there is a crisis when-
there is the believing consciously into the Name of the only
begotten Son of God. A precious crisis, a glorious crisis, more
narked in the experience of some than of others, I do not want to
say a vord ogaingt this, but what I do want to cmphasize is the
quict background ministry of the children of God living lives neaxr
their Lord, vhich He can use as the means of quickening others
gso that they can be the instrument of the salvation of some who
do not lmov the instrument that God employed. Those who in their
quiet background ministry have not the applause of men, and who
do not scem to make public 'efforts!, can before God render that
acceptable devoted service which He receives, which He uses, and
which will be unto His glory, In the home, in daily duties, in
tiny detaile one may even do more for the Lord than on the plat-
form. The greatest hindrance to platform ministry is the failure
of life of those who bear the Neme of the Lord. The greatest ob-
stacle to Gospel proclamation must ever be regarded as the in-
congistency of nominal, aye, and of real christians, We do well
to humble oursclves, not only as Doniel in the neme of others,
but as Daniel again in our own neme, to humble ourselves before
the Lord for we have failed to witness end failed to be the means
in the Lord's hands vhen we ought to have walked more closely
with Him. But whatever means God uses it ie the sork of the Spirit
of God, t0 quicken, We may have the apperatus, we moy have the
preaching, we may have the godly living, but still we are depend-
ent upon that wondrous Sovereignty. It is not .of him that willeth,
nor of hlm that runneth but of God that showeth mercy, Grace is
not limited by human failure, grace is not helped by humen
guccenn, grace ig independent of us, but we cannot be independ-
ent of grace. It is remarkable that in John 3% where the Loxd
Jesus addressed Nicodemus, He does not declare if Nicodemus was
born again or not., He said to him "Thou", "thou", "thou", but
when He oaid "Ye must be born again", He put it in the plural, He
did not say "Thou must be born egain", This little silence sbuld
show unto us that we cannot tell the moment of birth, when God
beging that which will be completed in the day of Jesus Christ,

\le pass next to consider the work of the Spirit of God
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crying "Abhs, Father", "Because ye are sons" says Gul, 4, "God
gent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts crying, "Abbe
Father", I nced notsay thet we cannot take the expression "God
sent forth the Spirit of His Son" to mean simply "new birth",
There we liave plainly a reference to the personal Holy Spirit
sent into the heart evon es the Lord Jesus wes gent into the
world, as the context shows, "Sent into the heart", Not the awful
hearts of unsaved ones to improve them, but info the hearts of
those who HAVE been born again, Here it is we have a distinct
work of ‘the Spirit of God; - the work of the Spirit of God in
qubkening is to make us-children. The work of the Spirit of God
in connection with this sending forth is linked with sonship.
Now the terms 'child' and 'son! are distinet in Scripture. They
both suggest relationship, ‘but the term 'son! has rather an
emphasized dignity of those who are begotten again with a view to
being God's very own people to all eternity, and being PLACED as
sons, "Because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hecerta™, A work of the oplrlt of God is further ex-
plained in this connection in Ron, 8, Ye have not received the
spirit of servitude again to fear, but the Spirit of sonship in
Whon we ory, Abbe, Father. Not the Spirit of adoption, no one
igs ever adopted & child of God. ‘he word 'adoption' is liter-
olly 'sonship' and it refers to 2 present relationship to the
Father, in the heart, and a future standing before God, = the
manifeatation of the Spirit of God seems to be closely linkied in
Rom, 8 with the indwelling of the Spirit of God, which is the
contrast to the indwelling of ein vhich is brought before us in
Rom, 7, and because of that indwelling of the Spirit of God we
are enabled to war a good warfare, Because of that indwelling
of the Spirit of God we not only have the consciousness of ex-
pectance, but are enabled to please God, and go the way God
desires us to go, David we have seen, already knew something of
the work of the'Spirit of God in him, end the Spirit of God
even speaking in him, But David Imev rather the Spirit of God

as a splrlt of servxtude, we know the indwelling Spirit of
sohship, and no dispensational failure can hinder n measure

of the enjoyment of this, but personal failure cAn hindsz it,

We pass next to consider the closely related wit-
nessing of the Spirit of God, It is closely related with His
convicting, and with His work in the heart, for He witnesses
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beforc men as 1 John 5 says, "It ig the Spirit Thet witnesseth
beca.u.:o the Spirit is truth", The Lord Jesus- three times over,

in John 14,17; 15,263 16,13 speaks of the Spirit of truth., That
is to say the One Who bears the definite witness, end you remem-
ber that in that wondrous discourse of the Lord He explained that
His people should also bear witness, that is to say bearing wit-
ness with that Spirit of Truth Who would testify, But there is a
witnesg of the Spirit of God beyond His witness in the world,
beyond His witness in the agssembly, there is thewitness of 'bhe
Spirit of God in' the heart, The Spirit Himself beareth witness .
together with our spirit. The two are distinet, but not contrary.
The Spirit of God beareth witness with our spirit. That which -
has been begotten of Him beareth a witness with our spirit, be-
canse we are children of God. These worde are ptriking., We need
to ask ourselves whether by grace we endar into this co-witness-
ing of tha Spirit of God BECAUSE we are children of God and THAT
we are children of God, for there is the twofold thought. Assoc-
iated 'themwith is the leading of the Spirit. We read in Rom, 8.
14, "For as meny as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the
gona of Gad", Not merely "They are children of God", but "Sons

of God", a dignity is suggested. "As many ao are led by the Spirit
of God", not merely "were led", but "keeping on being led", thoge
who are being guided by the Splrit of God, Who is celled "The
Gu:Lde" in Matt, 23.8, where the woxrd “Ohriat" should be omitted.
"Bo-ye not called Rabbi for One is your Guide", We have refer-
ence to our Triune God, the Spirit, the Father, end the Son, in
verges 8,9 and 10. Thon in John 16,13 "He shall lead yow into
oll truth" is "He shall lead you clong the way", And again in Gal,
5,18 we have the leading of the Spirif. The term 'born of God!
peems to contain, if not exclusively, a similar thought, and in
Phil, 1,19 we have the supply of the Spirit, and the word is
from the root of leading, We read of those who met together in
The Yeme of the Lord, that they have been led together by the
leading of the Spirit of God. "Where two or three have been

led ‘coge-ther by the leading of the 3drit of God, there am I iIn
the nidat", Led:-together by the leading of the Splrrb of God,

I know:the expression "I am led to do this, or that" is pecul-
iarly dongerous, When & beliger has no Scripture for an action,
he will frequently say "I was led to do it", It is the loop~hole
of s¢lf-confidence, and as a :cule, ‘one finde thet those who know
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nmost of the leading of the Spirit of God gpeak leust about it
with reference to themaelves, for if ‘the Spirit of God even leav-
eg Himself out in many Scriptures, He will surely guide those who
are gu:.ded by Him to"leave nr:,'thmg out that would glorify them-
gelves, If anyone ie led by the Spirit of God, it is not probable
he will be led to say he is led as a general rule. The actions
and & manifest commmion with the Lord should show that there is

a dependence upon Him, go that others may take note that there
has been no self-decision, but a guiding by God, So far every-
thing seems clear 'in doctrine, but difficult k= practice,

Now we approach that which is difficult in doctrine,
and oh that the Lord mey mercifully prescrve us-from mlstakes,
and glorify His Name in causing o realization of His will alone,
What is the sealing of the Spirit of God? The ides of ﬂealing is,
as Rev, T shows, a claiming, but not only a cleiming, & marking.
If there beagseal on the body it will be a bodily mark, if thers
be & seal on the spirit there will be a spiritual mark, end
therefore will not be a physical mark. This is important, and I
believe we should realize another general principle, God has
graciously arrenged in days of ruin, a certain parallel with the
wonderful powers that were manifest in days before the ruin, as,
for example, when God permitted that Israel's temple should be
destroyed, He was pleased to be a little sanctuary unfo thenm
wherever they were driven, and now thatve heve lost inspired
songs and hymns, we may still have spirituml thankfulness in
the expressions that please the Lord in spiritual hymms, that is
to say there is the genexnl principle that God grants in days
of ruin & measure of that which He granted in days before the
ruin came in, That ruin, we knov e nust acknowledge. Ve see
not the's igns which marked the days of Pentecost, there is not
the unity of the redeemed upon earth that was vn.s:.ble during
that period, The' glory of 't;he church in Acts has gone, and
instead of that we have the Lord's people as soattered as Israel;
as it were, without a temple, and those who &re mogt in harmony
with the Lord feel the miin moat, It is possible to overlook it
end be galvanized by a human energising into a belief that
things are not &s bad ms they are, but if we look around without
wishing to see things.better than they ere, but simply wishing
to.see what God would show we, if we look around with an unbiass-
ed desire to see God's teaching by circumstances, we shall I am



-166-

gure, feel that there is real ruin, but even as in the deys of
Hagiai, the words may be still sounded, "My Spirit remaineth
among you, fear ye not". Yet all the manifest workings of the
Spirit are not the same., As to the sealing of the Spirit, this,
it would seem, was, both outward and inwerd, John 6,27 speaks .of
Christ as the One Who was sealed, In 2 Coxr, 1,22, we read con-
cerning ‘the Lord's people that the Lord las Bealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit into our hearts, Now thla is
linked with the expression "Hath anointed us", Now the anointxng
suggcests o manifest work of the Lord, and so ‘does the sealing,
wnless there is the special thopght of the inward claiming, What
if there are both thoughts here? What if we have not the outward
gealing, but still. the inward sealing end the earnest of the Spirit
in our hearts, if we have not the gifts of the Spirit in mani- -
festation as in the days of 0ld? Take another passage. In Eph,
l.l)x;o find that the sealing of the Holy Spirit is again linked

th the inheritence, "Ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of prom-
lﬂe(namely the promise of the millennium end government). Who is
the earnest of our inheritence until the. .redemption of the purchas-
ed possession unto the praise of His glory, I would not limit the
tern 'promise! to the millenniel government, but thet is an im-
portant thought that is usually overlooked. Now we can understend
this possage, The Spirit sealed ie the earnest, what was .the
inheritance? The kingdom, What are the anticipations of the king-
dor? The spirituel gifts, for we read in Heb, 6 that they were
the powers of the age to come, Then the sealing was, at least -
part of it, menifest, cven as the contrary end contradictory
P@ﬁ}lng of antlchrist in Rev, 13, will be manifest, We cannot say
we have this manifedt sealing, Ve thank God for-His inward cleim-
ing, for His inward working, but there is not the manifestation
of the Spirit of God coming upon us a&s upon Samson of old, and
upon the Tord!s people on the day of Pentecost,

~ This leads us on to the subject of baptism in the
Spirit, By different names this work and its results are des-
cribed. Ve read in Mattbew, Mark, Iuke.and John, all the four
goapels, that there would be & future baptism of the Spirit,
Though enach gogpel oontaing very few things that all the other
goapela contain, each gospel containg this, and at the beginning
of Acts there is the same testimony, Thé Lord Jesus Chriet said,
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"Ye shall receive power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you',
Plainly therefore tho coming upon of the Holy Spirit is dis-
tinet from the birth of the Spirit, ig distinet from the in-
dwelling of the Spirit, is distinct from that which is associat-
ed with the indwelling, ie distinct from the sending of the-
Spirit into our hearts, The coming UPON wne' the baptizing IN the
Spirit, Let us distinguish between the inward work and the outward
work, The Spirit of God indwells because He has been sent into -
the heart, But the Spirit of God algo camec upon end baptized these
disciples in Himself, or rather Chrlat baptlzed them in Him on
the day of Penteoost. Another oxprescion is used for this in
Acts 2 towprds the end. Peter said to those who were his friends
in verse 38, "Repent and be baptized evenyona of you in the Name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of gins, and ye shall receive, -
not the birth of the Spirit, ~ but - the gift of the Holy Spirit,
They needed the birth of the Spirit before they would be pricked
in their heart, they needed the birth of the Spirit consciously
before they were baptized, tut the baptism of the Spirit, the
gift of the Spirit was subsequent. And what is the next state-
nent? "For the PROMISE is unto you and fto your children", not
the promise. of baptism but the promise linked with the millenn-
ial government, eswe have in Eph. 1, the Holy Spirit of promise,
and Eph, 4,30 declares "Grieve not the Holy Spirit whereby ye
are senled unto the day of redemption", namely the redemption
of the body. So we see the important thought that the Spirit
of God came down to give a number of,antggipatidna of the
coming kingdom, One mnticipation is in the conscious sonship of
the Iord's people; and that still remains, Another anticipation
was in connection with the unity into the one body which does
not remain in its wonderful vieibility, in its earthly execut-
ive aepect, God has not changed, but God's mmnifestations may
have changed, even as God withdrew ‘the temple of old, and chaste-
ened His people in all @es, that He might show it is an awful
thing to Bin against Him, I.believe that, to this coming UPON
of the Spirit-of God John 20 ‘alludes, where it is written,
"Receive Holy Spirit", not "Receive the Holy Spirit AS A PER-
SON", The words ere distinct, The article is even left out
when there is the thought of the operations of the Holy Spirit,
and Chriet did not say "Receive THE Holy Spirit", but "Receive
Holy Spirit", That wae the baptizing power of the Holy Spirit
which was anticipatorily menifested, or explained, in that upper
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room vhere Christ was gathered with His people, Well, this
baptism of the Holy Spirit was always with signs follow:.ng as
Mark 16 shows, and as Acts 2, Acts 8, Acts 10 and Acts 19 all
reveal. There is no case of an J.nvn.Bihle baptism of the Spirit
of Gode Baptism whether in water or in spirit always succeeds
birth, it is never identified with it., The baptism in the Spirit
was usually subsequent to water baptism, which is called in

1 Peter 3 "The request of a good conscience", Not "the ANSWER
of a good conscience", but the REQUEST of a good conscience,

for in water baptism belzevers ask for the manifestation that
the Lord was pleased to give, and also ask for the coming re-
gurrection glory. The two baptisms in water and in the spirit
are nentioned in Heb, 6 "The doctrine of baptisms", for they
had one doctrine., You remember how it was quite exceptional
when on Cornelius the baptism of the Spirit of God came before
the baptism in water, "Can eny forbid water that these should
not be baptized which have received the Holy Spirit"? Mary

the words "As well as we", Acts 11 explains it thus, "As I be-
gan to speak the Holy Spirit FELL on them", not "Came INTO them",
but "FELL upon them", as it was at the begum:.ng, that is ag
cloven tongues of fire, not giving life, but dealing with min~
iptry and power as well with the wnity of the redecmed, '"Then
remenberad I the words of the Lord, how He said, "John indeed
bapt:.zeth with water, but ye shall be baptized mth the Holy
Spirit", Forasmich then as God gave them the like gift as unto
ug", So we get thewords, gift, beptise, coming upon, falling on,
and receiving, All these words are important., Now, one can
understand something of -the loss in the present dispensation.
The term 'baptism' implies & visible unity, the torm 'body"
implies o visible unity, but now we have not these on earth, let
us be humble before God, God's quickening remains, God's in-
dwelling by the Spirit of God remains, we etill have the Spirit
of sonship, but we HAVE NOT THIS UNITED POWER. Thanks be unto
God, for still the Spirit of God is interceding as Rom, 8 puts
it Mrith groaninge which camnot be uttered" and while ‘our be~
loved Lord, in glory, makes intercession for the transgressors,
the Holy Spirit meets our needs in .guiding us to pray end gleo in
praying for us, Guiding ud to pray, for Jude 20 ppeaks of pray-
ing in the Holy Spirit, Who oen summarize the other operations
of the work of the Spirit of God? His work now in connection
with earth is very mystorious. In the future He will be connect-
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ed with coming judgment end coming wrath, His work now as being
the Spirit sent forth in Rev. 5 is striking, His work slso in
leading the Lord's people to sey "Come, Lord Jesug" and His work
in connection with the Triunity of our glorious God is also a
subject that might prayerfully be_considered some other time,
one cannot go into the fulness of teaching of Revelation con-
cerning the Spirit of God, Suffice it to notice that for the
first time in Rev, 1 the greetings come from the Spirit. He
had in measure withdravm Himself.as to the work of dispense-
tional unity, though not in connection with His saving work.
How important to express oneself in Scriptural language upon
such a theme, Surely we pray unto the Lord that He will in
mercy proerve us from misinderstending one enother, and cause
a due confesgion of sin for vhat we heve lost, and & right
desiring of that which is possible, end a right thenkfulness
of that which saints received in-times gone by, for we are
linked with them and they with us, This will 811 be to the
praise of the glory of God's grace, and we shall not have met
in vain, The grace of our Loxd Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit will thus be with all
those who by grace -have been born of the Spirit.
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