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"VYVENGEANCE?"™.

An Address by Mr. P. W. Heward,
At 61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate,
Mondey, 18th January, 1915.

Luke 18. 1 - 8 read.

Our subject, beloved Friends, is "Vengesnce". I
believe we shall find it solemn, heart-searching, and spiritually
suggestive. Our difficulties are largely diminished because
there is one special Hebrew word, and one special Greek root,
which have thils idea of Vengeance. May I read a number of verses
of Scripture first, practically without comment, then we shall
have material on which we can build, not our theories, but our

belief.

Deut. 32. 35. To Me belongeth VENGBANCE and recompenes; their
foot shall slide in due time, for the day of their calamity is at
hand, and the things that shall come upon them make hashe. (41) If
I whet My glittering sword, and Mine haend take hold on judgment, I
will rendexr VENGEANCE to Mine enemies, snd will reward them thsat
hate Me. (42) I will meke Mine arrows drunk with blood. and My
sword shall devour flesh; apd that with the bloed of the slain
aud of the ocaptives, from the begioning of revenges upon the enemy.
{43) Rejoice O ye natioms, His people, for He will avenge the blood
of His servants, and will render VENGEANCE bto Hls adversaries, and
will be merciful unto His lend, to His people.

Psslm 94. 1. O Lord God, to Whom VENGEANWCE belcngeth, O God,
to Whom VENGEANCE belongeth, shew Thyself, 1ift up Thou Thyself,
Thou Judge of the earth.

Psalm 149. Verse 2 dates this Psalm, - Let the children of
Zion be joyful IN THEIR KING, when the Lora i1s King. Then God
adds in verse 5, Let the saints be joyful in glory, let them sing
gloud upon their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their
mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand; to execute VENGEANCE
upon the heathen, punishments upon the people; to bind their kings
with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to executbs
upon them THE JUDGMENT WRITTEN: This honour have =11 His saints.
¥raise ye the Lord.

Isaish 34. 8. For it ig the DAY of the Lord's VENGEANCE,
the yoar of recompences for the controversy of Zion.

Isaiah 35. 4. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be
gstrong, fear not, Behold your God will come WITH VENGEANCE, even
God with & recoupence, He will come and SAVE YOU.

I Isaish 59. 17. For He put on righteousness as & breagtplate,
and & helmet of salvation upon His head, and He put on the
garments of VENGEAWCE for clothing, and was clad with zeal as &
oloak. According to their deeds, sccordingly He will trepay, fury
to His mdversaries, recompence to His enemles; to the islands he

will repay recompence.
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Isaiah 61. 2. To proeclaim the acceptable year of the L.
and the day of VENGEANCE of our God.

Isaiah.83. 4. Por the day of VENGEANCE is in Mine heard,
and' the year of My redeemed is coms.

Iuke 18. 7. And shall not God AVENGE His own eleset which
cxy day and night unto Him; and He is longsuffering over them.
I tell you that He will avenge them speedily.

Rom. 12. 19. Dearly beloved, AVENGE not yourselves, bub
give place unto THE wrath {(God's wrath) for it is written,
VENGEANCE is Mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him driunk; Ffor
in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his hesad.

1l Thess. 4. 6. That oo msn g0 beyond and defraud his brother
in a matter, because that the Lord is the AVENGER of all speh, as
we have also forewarned you and testified.

2 Thess. 1. 8. In flaming fire teking vengeance on them that
know not God, and obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
wWho shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the.
piegince of the Lord, and from the glory of His power when He

sha come . :

Heb. 10. 30. ¥or we know Him That hath said, VENGEANCE
belongeth unto Me, I will rscompense, gaith the Lord; and again,
The Lord shall Judge His people. It is a fearful thing o Ffall
into the hands of g Living God.

Rev. 6. 10. The saints under the altar cried with a lound
voice, sgying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not
Judge and AVENGE our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And
it was said unto them that they should rest for a 1little season

Rev. 19. 1. And after these things I heard a great voice of
much people in heaven, saying, Zlleluia, Salvation and glory and
honour swd power, upnto the Lord our God; foretrue and righteocus
are His judgments, for He haeth judged the greal whore which did
corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath AVENGED the
blocd of His servants at her hand.

Beloved friends, though I felt before-hand somewhat
definite and clear as to the Scoriptural teaching on this subject,
I nust say I have been impressed with the tremendous emphasis
that Soripture glves to the points I want to bring in front of
you. The first one is that VENGEANCE IS GOD'S WORK. It is
surprising to find the REPEATED stress upon this. In the sarlier
Scriptures apd in the Later Scriptures, God says, VENGEANCE is
Mine. He is the God to Whom VENGEANCE belongs. This needs &an
emphasis for several reasons. Firat, 1f it be God's work we are
brought face to face with the fact that God 13 not the wesk
indulgent Father He is sometimes portrayed to be. He is a
Righteous Judge. True, He 4s the Pather of His people, but He
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is HNOT a universal Father. Unless we are in Christ Jesus, we cannot
truthfully call God "Father". He ig the God te Whom vengeance belongs,
and this has a olosely related thought. There are some who would seek
to put aside the idea of wrath; they.would tell you that God has no
wrath, and when you probe further their meaning, you would find that
they regard it incompatible with God's love. Now Scripture makes
ovident by claiming vengeance as part of God's prerogative, that such
vengeance is perfectly right and holy, and 1n no weys contradictory
of His love. Thusa we héve brought before us the need for an emphasis
upon God's holy HATRED OF SIN. We cannot estimste what sin is. We
can see how God views it in that He gave His beloved Son toc dle for
sinners, and that beloved Son, Whom He loved with an infinitely full
love, was constrained thereby %o go through amazing agony, and Wwhy?
Because God hates sin so holily end so tremendously. We cannot
estimate God's holy hatred of sin. It is well that Scripturemkeeps
on bringing in front of us the solemn fact that vengeance belongs to
@od. Yet more, this stresa on vengeance reminds us that vengeance is
judicial, for with God there is nothing of passion, nothing of melice.
Vengeance is not an impulsive excitement, 1t is = definite deliberate
judicial act of dealing with sin. TUnless at the outset we realise
its judicial character, we shall fail to enter intoc the fulness of
the Divineteaching. There are some people who regard vengeance and
revenge as matters of personsl spite, bub inasmuch as these are
1inked with God there can be nothing of personsl spite therein. If,
therofore., in our subsequent study we £ind at eny time vengeance
Porbidden it is not merely that personal spite is forbidden: - that
was always forbidden, and was always unsatisfactory, and always will
be; but if vengeance 1is Porbidden, something more 1is forbidden.

This subject is, therefore, of the greatest importance at the

present time. May I, before leaving the thought that vengeance is
the work of Bod, urge His blood-bought people to be intensely

carnest dn showing sinners across whose peth they ere brought

how HE WILL PUNISH SIN. The Gospel of the Grace of God is largely
despised to-day through (or-et least, the despising is helped
through) the fear of Christians, I cannot only say professing
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Christians, to proclaim the weath of God., Grace is rot appreciated
unless on a wrath background. When & men gees himself a ainner he
wants & Saviour, when he sees wrath he flees to the way of salvation.
But t1l1ll wrath is seen, some human contrivance will sult the sinner's
mind instead, and he trigs to turn God's plan of mercy into a theory
more palatable to the flesh.

Secondly, the verses we have sonsilered make clear that
there 1s a TIME of Vvengeance. Are Those verses ih your memoxiss,
beloved friends? Do you recollect how that we had brought before us
the Divine words, "The DAY of vengeance"™, "The YEAR of the recompences",
“Yengeance WHEN HE SHALL COME", "SHALL not God svenge Hls own elect™?
When Zion's Xing is stirred up from that waiting and silence which are
part of & Divine plan, when Zion's King arises, He will come in flaming
fire taking vengeance. Vengeance is thus linked with a special DAY.
3od has treasures, as we are told inm Deut. 32, and those treasures are
to be unse&&ed in connection with His vengeance, butb fhat vengeanca is
s8ti11 viewed as future at the time of the 5th unsedding in-Rev. 6.

In the ordinary waﬁ you cannot find vengeance untll the redeemed are
caught up to meet their Lord in the 6th unsealing. This 1is deeply
important. There are not a few who would take the gix unseslings as
well as the seventh away from %he present dispensation, and who would
take the trumpets also away from the present dispensation. They have
to Pace the tremendous fact that though the words "indignation” and
"wrath" are both commonly usedr in Revelation, there is not one passage
where they are used in connection with God's indignation %111l
chronologically after the sixth seal, - till after the trumpet sounds
and the redeemed are caught up. A% soon as you have the vials you
have a great stress upon wrath and ipdignation. Vengeance is still
Puture at bthe Pifth sesl. Thus, beloved friends, We have it linked

with a day and the dey of vengeance of our God is showm to be the

+ime when He rises up OD Isrsel's behalf. Isa. 63 made that evident.

Another fact has to be faced in Rovelation. You never have Israel
viewed as a nation in the Book of Revelation till after the sixth

seal. Never are they viewed before as a nation with which God 1is

working. Everything in Scripture confirms everything in Scriyture,
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if only we read with prayerful attentiveness. But vengeance is
associated with & time when God rises up for Isrsel. Our beloved
Lord in the synggogue made clear two dispensations. @Quoting from
Isa. 61 He seid, The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me because He hath
anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the poor, He hath sent Me
to bind up the broken hearted, and so forth. Then come the remarkable
words, - To procleim the acceptable year of the Lord; and He closed
the book. The verse continues at once, And the day of vengeance of
our God, to comfort all that mourn. 7To appoint unto them that mourn
in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes. DBubt He olosed the book,
for it was and is still the acceptable year of the Lord, and this
goes on until the dey of vengeance of our God beging. When the day
of vengeance of our God begins He will comfort all that mourn, and
appeint upto them that mourn iN ZION & wonderful blessing. Zech. 12.10
will come true. Thus we have this second point emphasized in front
of us. There is an appointed time of vengeance.

Thirdly, God's people have np present share in vengeance.
1 take 1t the Seriptures we have read make this evident, dbubt yet 1
do long that it might be impressed upon our hearts in & world thet
erucified our Lord. We have no rights, we are simply to represent
Him Who was and is despised and rejecteld of men. Seripture is clear
upon this point. Shall not GOD avenge His own elect which cry, that
is &1l they do,- which cry night gnd day unto Him? 8o too we have
this brought out in the striking Rom. 12 at which we looked. Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give plsce to THE wrath,
that 1s to say, Stand aside end meke room for God's wrath in the
eppointed time. If I teke wrath into my hand, I am not giving plaoce
for God's wrath, I em interfering with God's prerogative, and this is
a serious thing for & child of God +o0 dc. The same aspect is brought
out in Rev. 6. where we have the gould urying under the altar.they
say, How long, O Lord, wilt Thou not Judge. They had not Judged.
themselves, they hed not dared to take wrath into their own haunds.
And it is said wuto them they should rest until their brethren who
are slain as they were slain heve boern sdled to the complete number;
and so 4in Babylon is found +he blood of apostles, prophets, and

merbyrs, and of all that are slein on the sarth. Thua their brethr
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are to be slain 1in & manner parallel with thelr own death, suffering
wrongfully, and suffering without standing up for their rights.
Christ is the Bxample. When He wa$ reviled He reviled not agsin,
when He suffered He threatened not, but committed Himself unto Him
That Judgeth righteousdy. Here is plsinly marked out the position

of a believer. A believer has no present share 1n vengeance. Indesed
the way in which God emphasizes that vengeance is His prerogative
would make = believer af once draw back from it, even apart from the
added words. Unless God has commended His people to execute His
Judgment as pepresenting the supreme court of heaven, how can they
venture to act thus? In the one passage that I read which speaks of
a future executing of Judgment by saints, we have this statement,

"Po execute upon them the Judgment WRITTEN. This honour have all the
saints®. Only &s God appoints an executive can there be the right
carrying out of vengeance, end the Lord Jesus Christ seid thset His
people were to love their enemies, to cry unto Him amd Ileave their
cage in His hends. There is no judieial power with respect to the
world entrusted to believers in the present time. The fact that
vengeance belongse to God holds them back from any taking of the matter
into their own hands. Goed has never pubt it into their hands. 1 need
hardly say that this principle is far reacking. It deparates a
believer from anything of resistance Dby forece, and Prom everything of
self_defence. He can teke no share to the glory of Geod in Judieial,
political, or governmental arrengements. He is simply a member of

a heavenly state, one who is walking this earth as a stranger and
pilgrim. The address on the mount, which, &8 we have 3¢én, Wwas not
given to nations but given to the narrower circle of the disciples,-
the sddress on the mount cubs away the child of God from any fellow-
ship with humen systems which have Jjudicial powers wrapped up in them.
In this conmnection we have to notice two passages where Vengeance is
mentioned with respect to bellevers in the present time. 2 Cor. 7.11.
For behold this selfsame thing, your suffering grief in accord with
God, what zeal, how great zeal it worked im for you, not only so, but
defence; not of the action, vut defence of God's truth; not only so
tut intense indignaetion; not only so, but fear; not only so, bub
vehement desire; not only so, but jealousy; not only so, but RIGHTECUS
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VENGEANCE:; 1in 811 things ye have proved yourselves toc be pure in
that matter. HEEgFFE Here we read how the Corinthian assembly
was aroused through Paul's epistle, and there was a swift dealing
with the one who had brought such dishonour on the church. There
was Jealousy for the truth, and there was righteous vengesance; and
what was that righftecus vengeance producing? There was the legal
sentence o0f s church-sourt which delivered the offending one to
Satan for the destruction of the flesh that the spirit might be
saved in the day of Jesus Christ. Nothing of carrying out penal
judgment by themselves, nothing of punishment plysicelly,.- simply
exclugion, that is the limlt of penalty which believers can now
carry out. The most tromendous punishment pogsible for a professing
child of God is exklusion from an gssembly of God. I kunow at the
present day we have such a fearful travesty of what God appointed,
so that people think if they are excluded in one case they can join
somewhere elge, but, beloved friends, let us remember that works of
men are not arrangements of God, and only assemblies of Géd heve any
oclaim on us, and if there is & righteous removing from an assembly
of Goi there is en outsidedness as to any assembly of God, and any
sssembly contravening this, itself take the position of denying the
true attitule which God has appointed to His p90plé to represent
heavenly arrangements. There can only be one discipline for churches
of God. I would speak definitely and earnesbdy, for while et the
present time there is a large measure of argeement, {and we praise
God Por this) while thers is a large measure of agreement among
believers as to the fact Ghrist died for our gins according to the
Scriptures, Satan has produced a vast ~mount of ubtter igunorance &s
to the position of assemblies of God, but wilful igrorence must soon
regult, for God will surely be reviving His people and showiyg them
His will in these matters, and the wnwitting ignorance of to-day will
then become wiiful. May we be revivéd even now, and look at ihe
things from HIS standpoint? Oh how intensely earnest, because of
the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, believers should be that they
might be of ONE mind in the Lord. & vast amount of failure has been
brought in through masterful assumptions and Pharisaic exaltations,
but if there is a right bowing down before God and owning the ruin,
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He will meet the need in the power of His Holy Spirit. We have never
counted on God as wWe may count on Him. WWe have never trusted Him as
we may trust Him. The other passage is 8 Cor. 10. 6. The apostle
says, "And having in readiness to AVENGE all disobedience when your
obedience has been fulfilled". I suppose the primary meaning is,"I
do not want you to be excluded, I will therefore wait $ill you are
brought to repentsnce, and then I, ‘a8 an apostle,rwill come and use
the powexr which God has given me for casting out and delivering to
Satan when your obedience is fulfilled. That is, I suppose, the
primary meaning of God's servant Paul, bub, I believe there is =
secondary aspect. Not $ill the obedience of the beliewvers of the
present dispensation is completed will there be the display of
vengeance that will yet ocome.

But, beloved friends, this leads us on to a fourth point.
Whet is the NATIONAL position as to vengeancet? In Rom. 13. 4 we have
8 striking statement in a éovernmental chzpter. In Rom. 12 you have
believers and they are marked off froﬁ those who are bhefore us in
¢h. 13. TLet every soul be subjected to authorities having a positio
over, for there is not an euthority unless from God. But the suthori
that exist by God have been appointed, 80 that the one who places his
position and refuses to be subject %o the authority has taken his
stand against the appointment of God, but those who have taken their
stand against, to themselves will receive Judgment,for the rulers are
not s cause of Fear to good works, but of bad (works). But thou
wishest not to be fearing the aubthority? Do that which is good, snd
thou shalt have praise out from it, for he is God's minister to thee
with a view to good. But if thou art doing the bad, fear§ for not
yimlessly does he bear the aword, for he is God's minister of righteous
vengesnce unto wrath, for the one practising evil. Thus we soe that
governmental_authority HAS vengeance attached %o it. Rulers are God's
ministers for this purpose. Believers are in a higher plane, in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, and they are to act in character, as
those'who-have the Gospel of Peacs. God is not now governing the world
through believers, bub he has not entirely left the whole world. The
heavens doc rule, is the testimony of the book of Daniel, with reapect

e

to the times of the Gentiles. Yes, beloved Friends, the heavens do



and the powers that be are oriained of God. The believer therefore
recognises that God has appointed those who are over him, he sees

that kingship and government are by Divine right, The believer is the
reverse of a socialist, the reverse of a leveller, the reverse of an
agitator. The believer is to be quiet and submissive with respect o
authority. He cannot however SEARE Iin suthority, and if governmeut
demands that he should share authority and share in acts of judgment,
and of penal working and Judicial position, he must rether suffer

than break his conscience. The believer cannot rightly share in
GOVERNMENT?. Goverpment has various forms. Vengesnce is displayed

in various ways. It may be in a lawcourt, it may be in a battle-
field, and the faithful child of God is held back, if he would simply
please His Lord, frem shgring in governmental asctions in either sphers.
It is his to live as & stranger and a pilgrim. Do let us be clear

upon this point. <Vengesnce belongs in its measure t0 a government,

but not to the child of God. On the other Wend, & child of God, while
recognising the ;ight of government to punish, ard the position of
government with respect to natlonal existence and wars,- the c¢hild of
God while acknowledging 21l this, and while avolding wordy arguments
with the ungodly upocn this point, fully recognising that government
nast earry oub its arrangements, the child of God cannot buf be grieved
when, whether through newspapers or conversatlions, & revengeful mode of
speech is encouraged. The word Yvengeance™ has a twofold mesning to-day.
We see in Rom. 13 government's position, but there are many who link
therewith & certain spifefulneds and desire for revenge. Very Sorrow-
ful should children of God be with respect to this. The present day
delight (I use the word advisedly) delight in some method of "enticing"
whereby numbers of an enemy are slain, is deeply solemn; for the death
of the worst man is a terrible thing, and if those who speak lightly
of death paint their enemies as utterly villeinous, they only emphasize
yet more the awful future for such. Death, wherever it bep is deeply
solemn, and the child of @God must be pained by the revengeful langusge
which 4s so often heard at ke a time of internetional waer. He
realises on the one hand that God is working out His purpose, and that
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yvernments are benmeath God's control, and that these things are

>ading on to that Day when He shall come Whose right it is to reign
8 Prince of Peace. But there are many indicstions that the heart
3f man is not seeking to fulfil God's purpose. Just as proud
Nebuchadnezzar was God's ssrvant but He meant not 80, 80 the nations
are His, in a war thet will lead up to God's working out His plan,
yet they mean not so. Looking on from an outside standpoint we can
only pray that God will glorify His Neme and use the sad reminders
that sin has brought death into the world, %o awsken some from the
teeth of sin, and to make His blood-bought people more earnest.

NOTE:-~ There is only one other passage I should like to mention,
as a postscript. In Luke 21 we have an extraordinary case of the
ward "Vengeance™. The Lord Jesus says in verse RZ, These are days
of vengeanoce that sll the things that have been written may have
been fulfilled. Aparently the context is speaking of Jerusalem
surrounded by srmies, Just before the terrible destruction 40 years
after Christ died. This LOOKS LIKE vengeance in the presemi
dispenaation, but the case was excepbtional. God arranged at the
siege of Jerusalem & type of the future vengeance. John distinetly
says of the period somewhat near that time, "It 4s A last hour" a
type of THE last hour, and we osnnot understand the Gospels unless
we recognise that the destruction of Jerusalem afforded one of the
most remarkable anticipations of the coming back of the Lord Jesus

Christ ir vengeance, hence the specisl use of the word in stich &

context.
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