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Ro, 14,
THE RIGHTEQUSNESS OF GOD.

An Address by ¥Mr, Peroy W, Heward
4%t 190 Bishopsgate, 26th April, 1912,
LR Need f ful thought
« Need for prayer . _
%. Usual meaginz and Spiritual fulness of the expression,
Rom, 4:6; 10:4; 1 Cor, 1:30; 2 Cor, 5:21; 2 Pet, 1:1,

3., Thoughts on justification, )

4, The work of our Triune God in salvation briefly summarized,

5, The believer's relation to law,

6, Matthew 6:33 and "practical godliness",

7. Controversy, Its danger and overruling,

Read Romans 4 and Philippians 3, -

It 18 impossible that you, dear friends, even &s I nyself cannot
heve felt the.peculiar force of the first point on our sylabus, with respect
to this evening's subject, There is a need for prayerful thought when we
study any part of God's word, because 1t is God's word, There is a need
for prayerful thought whenever we consider anything concerning the Lord
Himself, for He i8 s0 great and glorioﬁs. There is a need for prayerful
thought 1n all our daily 1life, for without prayerful thought we shall have
prﬁyerleas confusion, But if by grace we Xnow the Lord, we kmow something
of the privilege of the attitude of praysr, yet we sometimeé feel as to
certain things the.need for going beyond the usual attitude of prayer into
& speclal activity of prayer, When we approach subjects that have been
full of teaching and blessing to many of God's dear people, and that have
involved controversy to others who have borne that worthy Name which is
called upon us, surely we do well to tremble, lest by anything we should
say or think we hinder those which we desire to help in the unity of the
Lord's redeemed unto His 6wn honor and praise and glory, But if there is
Prayer in our hearts, as well as expressed by our lips, definite prayer
that God will restrain and constrain, that God will guide and enable ﬁs
through this, to be able to decide what is His will, if there Ve such prayer

/
surely, God will not grant that we have come Yogether for the worse, but
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will enable us to go-forth saying we have come together for the bYetter,

When we aprroach the subject of the righteousness of God, we do
well to think, first of righteousness generally, and what does the word
righteousness mean? At the end of Psalm 22:31 we read, "They shall come
and declare His righiteousness to a people that shall be born THA& HE HATH
DONE," or "BECAUSE HE HATH DOKNE"., Righteousness is doing, and the effect
of doing, the award for doing, as the case may be, In like manner we read
in Psalm 71:19 "Thy righteousness 0 God is very high, Who hast done great
things, O God who is like unto Thee?" Consequently when we come to con-
sider righteousness, with respéct to man the righteousness that God demanded,
was that of complete oBedieﬁce, complete DOING of all that His law said,
"The man that hath DONE these things shall live in them," So Moses deseribed
the righteousness ofithe law, And Deut, 6:25 says, "It shall be our right-
eousness 1f we observe to do all these commandments before the Lord our
God as He hath commanded us,"” The term "righteousness" therefore implies
with respsot to man a doing of the will of God, the revealed will, It
moreover suggests a LEGAL activity, by that I mean an activity in regard
to God's 1AW, a fulfilling of God's commaendments, and an attaining qu'a
award as a result of that obvedience, and when we say such &ords the thought
of man's failure and our own must come in front of ué, for what man has
kept the law? There is not a just or righteous man upon earth that doeth
good ,,, we are all an uwnclean thing, by nature, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags, and if righteousness were to come by the works of the
law, then there would be no hope for us, If there were no such thing as
grace, there would be only such a thing as wrath, A law that could give
life was not granted, but a law that pointed out sin, "By the law is the
knowledge of sin", riot the knowledge of righteousness, for man is absolutely

unrighteous, man is an utter failure, and we. Bow our heads to realize that

We were even as others "ehildren®of wrath",
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And now one passes to consider that which 1s a striking and a
glorious change, the righteousness of God, The term "the righteousness
of God", has two meanings among us, first we use 1t generally, and secondly
we use it with a specialized meaning of Romens 1:17,

First, generally, we read of God's rightsousness as Judge, again
and again in the Psalms, "Ne will judge the earth in righteousnagss® and so
“forth, It is well moreover to ponder this, that we may think more of that
holiness of Him who has never broken His word, never broken His law, never
contradicted that which is right, DBut 1f that aspect of righteousness
rather brings out the thought of.the breastplate of righteousness wherewith
the Lord shall be clothed when He returns as Isaiah 59 tells us, éo we not
want to go on two chapters to Isﬁiah 61:10, and think, not so much of the
Yreastplate of righteousness, but of the robve of righteousness for this eve-
ning, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall Ye Joyful in my
God" said the prophet "For He hath clothed me with the GARMENTS of salve-
tion" (plural), "He hath covered me with the roVe of righteousness (that
ONE robe) as & bridegroom decketh with ormaments, and s bride adorneth with
her jewls", In regard to this we find in the prophets sertain éuggestions
of a righteousness distinet from that righteousness that merely judges ae-
cording to law, dis%inct from, but not contradietory to it, For example in
Isaiah 51:5 we have a personal righteousness "my righteousness 1s near, my
salvation 1s gone forth, and mine arm shsll judge the people, The isles
shall wait upon me and on My arm shall they trust, lift up your eyss to the
heavens and look upon the earth beneath, for the heavéns shall vanish eway
likXe smoke and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell
therein shall die in 1ike mammer, but my salvetion shall We for ever, and
my righteousness shall not be abolished", Aﬁd again in verse 8, "But My
righteousness shal} be for ever, and My salvation from generation to genera-
tion", ©Still more personally do we find the words in Jeremish 23:6, "And
this is His name whereby He shall bs called THE LORD OUR RIGRTEOUSNESS"; in
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accord with this Isaiah 42:21 says "The Lord is well pleased for His right-
eousness' gerke, He will magnify the law ard meke it honorabdle", We might
almost speli the word"righteousness" here with & capital, for the Father
was well-pleased in Hig beloved Son #ho 1s oalled the Righteousness, Who
magnified the law and made it honorable when men had only troken it, He
said "Thy law is within the midst of Me"., But though these passages bring
before us a personal righteousness they do not deal with tge nmaking of
righteousness or with ths fact whether it is made or not., We must go a step
beyond, If we turn to & passage ;ike Isaiah 53 we find the?e in the 11lth
verse this statement "He shall see of the travail af His soul and shall Ve
satisfied, By His kmowledge" , mors liferally "in His kmowledge", the neriod
of nowing grief which 1s referred to in an earlier verse of the chapter,
verse three, "A man of scrrows and knowing grief" rendered "acquainted with
1t"., "In His knowlsdge shall my righteous servant justify many", The
Jewish tranélation getting rid of the Lord Jesus Christ says that this
signifies "Bringing many to righteousness™ vut that 1s a falsification of
the words, There is the word "To" but it is not in front of the word
"righteousness”, The word "to® is in front of the word "many", ;t is not
"He will ¥ring the many to righteousness" but "Bring righteousness to the
many”, or "Will cause a righteousness to (or for) the many"™ for it is a
stronger word than merely "Bring", it is to cause a righteousness FOR the
many, and the added words, "For He shall Bear their iniquity" are inacourate,
There 1s no "for"; there 1s only the word "and", "And their iniquity He
Himself shall bvear", the causing the righteoﬁsness bYeing spoken of as pre-
vious to the bearing of iniquity, This is a most important point, He
could not bYring many to righteousness till He had borne iniouity, nor eovld
He bring a righteousness to them, bHut He could eause 1t for them Yefore He
wag the One Who bYore iniquity as the wondrous saerifieial vietim, Psalm
24.w111 still further guide us, There the Holy Spirit guides us thus "Who
shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? who shall stend in His holy placet™
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and the personal answer comes baek, and here we see Messlah In the Psalms,
He 1s slways there "He that hath clean hands and a pure heart, who hath not
1ifted up his soul unto vanity nor sworn deceitfully, he shall receive the
Ylessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation.“
Here righteousness is the award of God given to His obedient beloved Son,
1t is called the "blessing from the Lord", In Psalm 133:3 we read "There
thé Tord sommanded the blessing for ever, even life" (even life for ever-
more) the blessing 1s life, the hlessing 1s righteousness., Righteousness
and life are ever linked, "for the Man that hath done these things shall
live in them”, "The ¥an That hath done"” is the Righteous One, and has the
aﬁard of Righteousness, This will have an important bearing on our further
consideration, The reference to the Lord Jesus in Psalm 24 1s continued in
verse 6, "This 1s the generation of them that seek Him (they are marked By
boing linked with Him) that sesk thy face, O Jacob", Why is Christ called
Jacob here? Beoause'He was the one who came down to earth fto live a
perfect 1ife as a man, and having done that to be wounded on the "HEEL" as
the word Jacob means, that he might be the one who fulfilled the prophesy
of Gen. 3, in conmection with His further work of veering, not only the
devil's wrath Yut Divine wrath, for His undeserving and worthless people.
But though we have turned to all these'passagea and have got very close to
the term "rightecusness of God" we have not yet reached i%, nor do we expect
to resch it in the Barlier Seriptures, for Rom, 1:17 afier speaking of the
Cospel says "THEREIN is the righteousness of God revealed", The term we must
not oall Pauline, for we do not went to exalt Paul, or Peter or any man,
it 1g a Divine term that 1s linked with the later Seriptures and the present
dispensation particulsrly, In accord with this in Rom, 3 we read that "Now
the righteousness of God without the law 1s manifested, Yeing wifneésed by
the law and the prophets", Nore literally this is "Now the righteousness
of God without the law HAS BEEN manifested" then "being witnessed" is a ypre-
sent tense, It has been manifested in the Gospel first, snd then the law
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and the prophets come along to corroborate, BEING witnessed by the law and
the prophets afterwards, We can see by this in the earlier Seriptures
that which old-time saints could not see, for, now that there has been the
manifestation of the light, we can see the corroboratory wiiness of the
garlier Soriptures, Hence it HAS BEEN manifestod, but it 1s BEING witnessed
by the law and the prophets, "Even the righteousness of God which 18 by
faith of Jesué Christ wnto all,” More foreibly "into all", and some manu-
soripts add "And on to all® that have faith, "for there is no difference,
for all have simnned and are coming short of the glory of God heing jJustified
freely," We must read om very quickly from verse 23 to verse 24, Verse 23

is spseaking of dbelievers, "All sinned, and are coming short of the glory
of God, theré is no perfection in the flesh, we are BEING justified freely,
not only we were justifled freely, our present Salvsetion dspends on the
finished work and the glorious continuing intercessory work of Him Who 1s
able to save us unto the uttermost,

"Being justified freely by His Grace," Here then we have the oontrast,
not the contradiction vetween law and grace, The righteousness is without
the law, but 1t is by His grace. Remember that the word "justified" is the
word "being made righteous", "Being made righteous by His graece through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus Whom God placed a Mersy-seat through the
faith in His blood to display His righteousness Yecause of the fordearance
of God, to display His righteoﬁsness in the time, the appointed time that
is now, in order thas He might bYe righteous and the One That maketh right-
eous, the one of the faith of Jesus, "or Yorn of the faith of Jesus,
having a new bBirth associated with. the finishéd work of the Lord Jesus, KNow
Romans 3 reads on to Romans 4, and it there explains that Abraham was made
rightsous even as we are, but that the Revelation of the righteousness of
Go& is in the present dispensation., In all dispensations there has Béen a
righteousness imputed, even as David desoribeth the blessedness of the man

unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, So the righteousness
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of God is the righteousness which God imputed, for that is the blessedness
vhich is spoken of here, in the context, Remember there are no chapter
Yreaks between chapters 3 and 4, they go on with one sudject, showing that
Abraham was not justified by works, bubt that works and boasting were shut
out then sven as they are shut out now, and that the blesseénsss is to
those whoge inlquities are forgiven and whose sing are covered, to whom
the Lord does not impute sin, tnt instead He imputes a righteousness en-
tirely apart from works of law as 1t ig written, "Therefore it 13 of faith,
that it might Ye %y grsce, to the end that fhe vromise might be sure to all
the seed, not to that which 1s only of the law, btut to that also which is
of the‘faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 2ll."™ And 1t adds, "Now
1t was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him, but for
us also, to whom it shall he imputed, if we bYelieve on Him Who raised wup
Jesus our Lord from the dead who was delifered for our offences, and raiged
again for our justifisation”, The word "for" here is in both cases the same,
signifying “because of", "delivered hecsuse of our offences, raised again
BECAUSE OF our (not our justifications, but) our justification™, Now we
oan see the tremendous importance of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ, He was raised egain, BECAUSE OF our justification, Our justifioa-
tion was therefore settled, and the resurrection was the demonstration of
this, and now the thought comes along, OF WHAT was the resurrection, the
demonstration? It was the dsmonstration that God the Father had aceepted
the work of His beloved son, Can ws explain it more fully? I think we ecan,
Our beloved Lord was a perfsot One when He went to judgment, and %are our
sins in His own body on the tree. Sin brings death, end He took the wages,
The wages of sin 1s death, but the ungodly coming under judgment remained
there forever, Why did not Christ remain? Because He, though the repre-
senative of His peopls, had sométhing that the ungodly had not., He was the
Perfoct Ons, not only perfect as God, but perfect as man, perfect in every

capaclity, relationship and fulness, Now wrath deals with sin, which was
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laid upon Him, but wrath does not obliterate righteousness, Jesus

Christ the righteous, was the well-pleasing Sacrifice at the same time that
He was the Sin Orferihé He waa presenting Himsel?l a saorificg to God for
a sweet-smelling savour, Wrath could nmot obliterate that perfect right-
eousness, that wondrous completeness that He had as the Man Christ Jesus,
for resurrection dealé particularly with His Menhood, for His eternal spirit
could not dle, bdut "Through an Eternal Spirit He offered Himself"Z, laying
dovm Ris S0UL as well as meeting the judgment of sin in His BODY, That soul
and that body are iinked with resurrection, for He said "I lay down My SOUL
that I might take it again®™, and "He Whom God raised up saw no CORRUPTION™
as to the BOIY,

Now we can perpaps see the wondrous teaching, "He was raised agaln
because of our justification”, because of that righteousnegss linked with
us, that righteousness which weas His, as the One Who said in the Psalms,
"I delight to do Thy will 0 my God, Yea Thy law 1s within Xy heart?
(within the midst of Me), That wondrous precious Ssviour having finished
the work hed to be declared righteous, It wes important that there should
be menifest thet He had no personal taint of sin; 1t was important that it
should be made manifest that His righteousness was not obliterated by judg-
ment, Judgment means wrath felt, and He felt it, but it could not odlitere
ate righteousness, The ungodly remain in the position where they are placed
by judgmsnt, for they have no rightecusness to be dealt with afterwards,
Yut He had His perfectness of character, snd that had to Ye dealt with, Now
that rightecusness was demonstrated in His resurrection, dbut that righteous-
ness has a relationship o us; hense we find that as we are to de linked
with Him in resurrcetion He was raised agaln bVecause of OUR justification,
Kor can this precilous teaching Ye dlotted out from the perfeet Word of God,
The thought comes into our wmind "What then? Did the Lord Jesus Christ in
His resurrection receive an award?"™ Undoubtedly it was the manifestation
of the award, for lle was "manifested in the flesh" as 1 Tim, 3:16 says,
was "declasred righteous in spirit®, XNotice the strilking statement in ocon-
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nection with His wondrous resurrection, There was the award that He was
complete and perfect, Now in what are we linked with Him? Im rasurrectia%
for while the "Corn of Wheat" lived it "abode alone” dui when 1t dled it
brought forth much fruit, but that "much frult" was linked with that whieh
was in the seed of corn before it died, Though there could not be the
"puch fruit" till after He died, He caused a righteousness in His life, I%
is applied to us in His resurrection, Justification is not by a risen
Christ in the sense of accompiishing it in resurrection, »ut it is IN a
risen Christ, There is no justification, there is no righteousness for
us, except in His resurrection, KNow you‘see the irportant link of righteous-
ness with life, "The Man that hath done these things shall live in them",
He had done the things of the Pather, and therefore Fe should live after-
wards , The statement is not that the man who hath done shall live at the
time, but having done he shall live arfterwasrds, It 1s a resurrectién pro-
mise, and Christ having "done" was raised again,.and that 1ife His people
share, They are linked with Him, This righteovsness is the righteousness
of God, for it 1a the award of God, - hence the name, Righteousness
should be called by this distinet

name because God emphasizes the neme, and
further 1t shows the legal character, for God's judgments, the legal char-
acter of God 1 brought before us, It is the'righteousﬁess He swerds, the
righteousness He gives, He gave 1t not only to His Yeloved Son, but to us
1inkéd with Him, so that i1t has Yeen imputed to ug, iia falth, FNow the
apostle describes faith in Gelatians 2 as a Nelleving INTO, Believe INTO
Hiﬁ, that One raised from the dead. Mark again Romans lqﬁbhe righteousness
which is of faith speaketh on this wise, S$ay not in thine heart Who shall
ascend into heaven? That is to bring Christ down, or, Who shall descend
into the desp? That is to bring Christ up from the dead, but What salth
1t? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that is
the word of faith which we preach, that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth

the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart, that God hath raised-Himhfrom:h
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the dead, thou shalt be saved”, Mark here the stress on resurrection, The
righteousness which is of falth says, Do not ask for someone to come down
from heaven, - Christ HAS come down, (that is His 1ife,) Do not ask for
someone to descend into the deep, - Christ HAS been raised from the‘dead,
(that is His death). So the righteousness emp?asizes the life and the death
of the Lord Jesus, for the righteousnéss was "CAUSED" in His life, MADE
AVAILABLE in His death, and is APPLIZD in His resurrection, A41ll three ere
mentioned in Rom, 10 verses 6,7,8, Hence in Rom, 8 we read "God, sending
His Own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh (that {s His LIFE), and a8 a
sin-offering (that is His DEATH), Then we have His resurrection, that the
‘righteousness-of the law might bYe fulfilled in us who walk not after the
flesh but after the spirit,”

There are many other passages which deal with the rishteousness of
God and szhow that it is not impufed to us as those who sre viewed quite dis-
tinet from Christ, but imputed to us in relation to Christ, that is, in
resurrection, Hence we read that "Christ is made unto us righteousness”
in 1 Cor. 1, and 2 Cor, 5:21 "Tﬁat WE might become the righteousness of God
in Hin", It is not that we have His righteousness and that He has none,
or that He simply hes 1it, but that we have it in Him, and we become 1t, for
He not merely made 1it, bdut just as He was the Selvation as well as making
it, It 1s noteworthy that in 2 Cor, 5:21 it is not fhat we might be KADE,
but that we might BECOME, a birth word which refers I believe %o our resur-

Fow shall we consider a few further passages which deal with:zggion.
expression? 2 Peter 1:1 "Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jésus'
Christ to them that have obtained like precious faith with us, (not'through"
but "in", "in the sphere of") in the righteousness of our God and Saviour
Jesus Chrigt" as the mergin puts it, We are in the sphere of righteousness
for Christ 1s the end of the law, not merely "up to" righteousness or "for"

righteousness, but "INTO" righteousness, as Romans 10:4 is literally; There-

1s the sphere of law, there is the sphere of righteousness, "Christ ig
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the end of the law INTO righteousnsss", and those who are in Him are in
the sphere of righteousnsss, for He 1s the Lord our righteousness, Romans
5:18 says in the margin "By one righteousness it came upon all men unto
justification of life,” gpeaking here of all the Lord's redeemed., And how
does He éiplain 1t in verse 197 "For as by one man's disobedience many
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous”,
That obedlence which was not megi; in death, and not merely up to death,
ﬁut the whole of His wondrous perfect life, In this comnsction you will
recollect how our heloved Lora in entering His pudblic ministry used the
striking expression "Thus 1t ic fit{ing for us to fulfil all right-
eousness", In Eph, 2, there 18 a mistranslstion which loses the force of
the passage, "We" says verse 10, "are His workmanship, having been orcated
in Christ Jesus (that suggests a resurrection life)", Not ™unto geod worksf
the doctrine is true, but that is not the statement here, "UPCN good works",
Whose good works? His perfect good works,, Kow this leads us to consider
that though our oreation and reconcilation are linked with His atoning death,
that His 1ife that led up to the death was not in vain, We are created
UPON good worR3 which God hath tefore-prepared that we should walk in them,
The man that hath done thege things shall live in them, but now WE are o
live in them, live in HIS works, The men who did not do them ars to live
in #k the good works, and walk as well as live, for we are in a new sphere
of godly activity, We are not merely resting but we are to Ye wholly
active in the servies of the ILord,

This leads us back to the types. The altar is a pleturs of Christ's
life, the sacrifice of His death, The value of the altar is by the sacri-
fice, and when Solomon prayed he prayed on that whieh was the size of the
altar, so we,resting on the good works of the Lord hecause of His etonement,
ars adle to pray,

Teke another type, the veil of the tabernacle was sald to Ye a pie-
ture of the law; 1t was also sald to be a pleture of His flesh, Striking
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1g the thought, the Lord Jesus Chriast so fully magnified the law, delighted
to do ¥k God's will,‘and the law was within Ris very midst. Take another
type and an interesting one, The priest that offe:ed the burnt-offering
had the skin for himself.' Hbrg we have a precious thought not only of sin
ﬁeihg soverad, but of one in the resurrection family (for the priests are
types of the resurrection family) bYeing covered, The sgcrifiee had a two-
f0ld work, Consequently the first offering which wes a turnt offering not
only was offered by God in comnection with the SIN of Adam and.Eve, Yut unto
Adam and his wife did the Lord God make coats of skin, and He clothed them,
In gcoord with this the word’atbnements" is usually ih the plural, a cover-
ing for the sins as the word signifies, to blot them out, gnd a oovering
for .the sinmer, Furthérmore, in the Ark, which was a picture of our Lord
Jesus we have the Tables of Stone, tut the Cherubim were not linked in the
ark, We cannot fe linked to Christ in His earthly life, it is only in re-
surrection, but His perfect keeping of the Divine law, and His sascrifieisl
work, are linfeq with our resting upon Him in resurrection, There would
have Yeen no mercyseat had there not been an ark, One more passage ere
passing to the next point, 1 Peter 2, This is an allusion to Isaiah 53,
There is no doubt about that point, Hence I am pefsuaded that the transla-
tion of verse 24 is wrong, as "living unto righteousneséois not the kxey to
Isaiah B3 though we should live unto righteousness, and though we should
&row 1n‘good works, as we have seen in Eph, 2, yet that 1is not fhe teaching
of this passage any more than of thet, Literally it is "Who His Own Self
Yare our sins in His Own Yody on the tree, that we having Become", notice
that expression, It is linked with the thought not merely of death as our
version renders it, but it has a resurrection link, "having beooms away from
sin should live by the righteousness of Him by Whose stripés ye were healed",
This 1s the allusion to Isalah 53, "He caused the righteouéngss for many",
then "He bare their iniquities"”, end then resurrection, having become, in

birth, away from sins, we live by that‘righteousness. "The man that hath
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done shall live in them", but blessedly we are linked with our heloved Lord,
It is not that He‘gives us His righteousness apart from Hiwmself but we are
made the righteousness of God in Him,

A-word or two on the other points, Justifiscation is a legal word,
Romans 8:33, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of Ged's elect? It is
God thet justifieth", Justification is the oppvosite of laying any chargs,
Justification is by grace and by blood, as Romans 3:24 and 5:9 shows, The
Lord justifies the ungodly individual as Romans 4 puts it, We are declared
righteous beocause of the# merits of our Saviour. How blessed is the work
of our Triune God in salvation, God the Father planned it, and declsred it
was accomplished, God the Father plammed 1t in fellowship with God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit. -God the Son in the fulness of time worked it out,
and God the Holy Spirit Brings-it home to owur hearts,

(The VYeliever's relation to law I propose to omit, &8 it may come
very shortly into a further subject,) Matthew 6:33 contains en expression
the righteousness of God, or "His righteousness", in comnection with our
resultant godliness, Having been made the righteousness of God we "seek
first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness”, and "hunger and thirst
after righteousness™ in that practical 1ife wherewlth God is well - pleased,

This subject has bronght much controversy, &and controversy is dan-
gerousg, hut oh! deer friends, if God has overruled the controversy to give
us & further view of Christ‘tqnight: 1f God has overruled the controversy
to give ns to see that many of His desr people have one part of the truth,
but that the twath is fuller then most perceive, truth is fuller fhan any
of us percelve, - if tﬁis subject has awakened our praise, and caused us to
realize that the law is satisfied. and thet wve ere no longer in or under
law, but that we are in a new sphere of grace &nd richteousress then the
., controversy will be indeed overruled to be a blesging to our heurts, and o
the glory of ‘God in our daily and continual 11fe of progress toward that Day.

- e e o ey o

Q. "By whose stripes we are healed", is "stpipes" singular or plural?
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A, The word 1s singular, "etripe”,

Q. ﬁave not a section of "Brethren" a peoulier phase of this doctrine of
righteousness? :

A, Some of the Lord's people among the "Brethren" have I think emphagized
the resurrection aspect of righteousness in such a way that they have set
aside that righteousness was "caused" in the earthly life of the Lord Jesus,
The application in resurrection they have rightly emphasized, but if I re-
member rightly the expression has been used "Justificatlon by a risen
Christ", which is I think foreign %o Seripture, There has bdeen a revold
from the continual use of the term: "Ihe righteousneas of Christ" of which
there is only one occurrence (in 2 Peter 1:1) and there the Greek is capable
of two renderings. There may be the thought of the link of God the Father
end God the Son. The reason for the omission of the term "righteousness

of Christ” is I believe hecause there is the stress upon the fact that God
awards the righteousness, Righteousness is legelly fixed; 1t must be, or
it is not righteousness, Henee it would not be fitting to speak of the
righteousness of Christ as & general expression in comnection with His work
when He fulfilled the law, It 18 the award of the Judge, - hence the term
the "righteousness of God", I am inclined to believe that both the expres-
sion "Justification by a risen Christ®, and the "Righteousness of Christ”
which are commonly used, have led to mischief, and that it 1is preferahle

to keep to the Scriptural terms as far as possible, ‘

Q. Seoripture introduces "The Lord our Righteousness"?
A, That is a Seripture in Jeremiah 23:6,
Q. You said Christ our righteousness?

A, "The Lord our righteousness™ is a Scriptural term, I can understand
both terms in an orthodox way, and I dare say you can, but we shall wound
susceptibilities by using either, and therefore it 1s wiser for the avoid-
ing of troudble tom avold the terms as much as possible, and to go to the .
root of the teaching of Seripture which glainly shows that our bhbeloved Lord
in His perfeet life worked out that whieca is only appliecahle to us, via
His death, in His resurrection, That He was the Ons Who fulfilled all
righteousness, fulfilling the law and the prophets, the law being in the
midst of Him, so that He was figured hy the very veil which was a picture
of the law, 80 perfectly did He obey everything that the Father demanded,
and then that 1s all po% wasted but made ours in resurrection; it is all
wounted ours; all that He was is counted ours; all that He 1s acoounted %o
us,. - His perfection, We rest on His good works, though we should never
have rested upon those good works, had He not died to bring us into the
" sphere of righteousness, "Christ is the end of the law INTO rightecusness?®
We are in a new spheres. The door is made by atonement; when we get in tters
we find that the groundwork of the room is His good works, His righteousness,
We reach His life via His death, or mors foreidly we come first ton resur.
rection, then death, then life; that is to say, that we are born again that
ve may understand His atonement, and realize that we have His righteousness,

Qs The imputed righteousness of the Veliever is not God's ri hteonsness
which 1t is impossivle to pass on to another, nor the inheren% righteousﬁess
of Christ, but the worked-out righteousness of Christ?

4, TYou say it 1s not God's righteousness, T
sirely Godls Tightogrsssos: g sness he righteousness imputed is
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Q, Not God's inherent righteousness?

A, Not God's judicial righteousness, God's righteousness of judgment, of
course not, N%, it is described in fhil. % thus, - "Not having mine own
righteousress which is out of law, but the righteousness which is out of
God on THE faith",

Q. DBut there is no Seripture to suggest & righteousness apart from a
worked-out righteousness?

A, But an inherent righteousness must Ye apart from it., Christ is God,
But in connection with His humanlty when He took upon Him the form of a
gservant He was made under the law in order that He Who was the Holy One
at birth might mave a complete righteousness, "They shall come and deelars
His righteousness unto a people that shall bYe born bYecause He hath done it",

Q. That is the righteousness that the believer has?

A, TUndoubtedly., 4 people that shall be dborn in resurrection union with
Him, A seed shell serve Him, It is in resurrectlon union that we possess
the righteousness, "That He hath done it." So in the sense of that which

is imputed to the believer, of course it is not without the thought of work-
ing out, though it is entirely apart from OUR working out,

Q, Still there will be-bleésing as far as earth is concerned in connection
with law? '

A, There have been blessings to God's people among Israel in the olden
times, but no one has ever kept law,

Q. Should "Hunger after righteousness” be spelled with & capital "R"?

4, I think thers it is hungering after practical godly righteousness, "Seek
ye the Kingdom of God and His righteousaess"”,

Q, Is "Justification" the same as "righteousness"?

A, The same Greek word,

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to
exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s
glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Roman:
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