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"PERFECTION™

—

An Address by Mr. P. W. Heward,
At Walham Green.

Seripture resd, 2 Corinthians 13.
Our subject, dear friends, is both a large and 2
solems ome. I suppose that there are few words in the whole

of the English language which awsken thoughts so quickly for
8 ¢hild of God as the word "Perfecticn™. This is partly

natural, for, having been born again, we leong with our new
nature to reach forward teo perfection. At the same time, we
are painfully conscious that there is nmc subject about which
there has been more false teaching than thre subject of
perfection, and I think I am right in saying this is a subject

gbout which =a goodly number of ur would partly hesitate if we

heard that Som8one was godngte SPeakﬁpn it, lest we wore going
tc hear that thich was agéinst the word of God, but 1 trust
that by that grace of Gocd which has saved us, we have been
gathered, pot to mersly hear a humew voice but te hear what

God says through His word om.t is solemm subject, Of cowrse,
we shall have %o go back tc think of the words that God has
used, which we have rené%ad for us by the werd "perfection",
but as He has been pleacsed to place us in Evgland, we might
first of all consider just t'q meaning of the English wcrd

"perfoction”. It signifies that which is thoroughly made,



that which is completely made, and finished off, consequently
the word "perfection" may be used of that which is food, or
that which ig bad, It is most commonly used of that which is
good, yet we do hear expressions 1like this at the prement
time, "perfect misery", and so forth; which are quite correct
in themselves, though often they are used with & carelessness
ggdWhich most words are used at the present day, when people
express their feslings: but the term "perfect” of itself may
be in geod or bad, This was strikingly impressed upon me by
a pagsage where we have the word used in Isaiash. In the 47th
chapter, verse 9, we read "These two things shall come to thee
in a moment in one day, loss of children and widowhcod: they
shall come upen thee IN THEIR PERFECTION for the multitude of
thy sorceries, and for the great sbuddance of thine enchant-
ments." So thet tie word "perfecticu™ here in English plainly
has the meaning of a completeness, "In their perfecticn”. [Kor
is it unimportant to ponder this we of the word, for it is
vot culy English. Several of the werds God uses in the
Hebrew, and at least one of the words that God uges in the
Greek have this thought of compk teness, and may therefore be
uged in a good sense cr a bad sensefubf% is @ith the word
"sanctify". fThere is a wicked sanctification, as well as s
good sanctification, spoken of in 3eripture, for we read,
"they that sanctify themselves" in Isaiuh 66, of & wicked
sanctification - separating themselves to evil. So with the

word "perfection" thers are two "completenesses™, as we thall



come to see later. I have said there are various werds used
by God that are so rendered in Fnglish, and we rejcice that
in a company of God's dear people, we need bot say that every
word is the best word in the place where it ccmes. -God never
has misused one word. One likes to realise that there are no
such things es mere synonyms in Seripture. God has uvsed the
perfect word in each verse and any other word would lose some
of God's teaching. With human words oue alﬁeys feels "Oh,

I could improve on that™, with Divine words one should feel,
"I shall only spoil that unless I accept it as it stands”.
This causeé a certain heart depdpdence that mekes us ready

to learn all that is in the word, and Whergas when the human
speaker speaks, he may think of a fraction of the meaning of
the word, he cannot possibly think of the whcle; when God
speaks, He cannct think of o fraction, but must teve the whele
before Him, therefore every word of Sceripture is full of
meaning. I shall refer to some of these spedial words, as

wo come to the different passages.

Now shall we divide up the subject? Congsider first,
perfection in relationship to God, perfecticn in relationship
to the woric of the Lord Jesus Christ, perfecticn in relation
to Saten, and perfecticn in relation te the Lord's people.
First of all, God in general, then as tc the Lord Jesus in
Hie redemptive work, then in ccnvection with Satan, and then
in regard to the Lord's redeemed.

First in connection with God. It is well %to putb



this first, foraoross everything that is of God, we may write
what CGod hag put at the beginving of His word "In the beginning
God", and as to our very subjfect in the meeting surely we
gshould have "In the begimning God". It-will help us to under-
gtand the further parts cfithe subject if we gzetlinto a
reversgntial attitude before God. We cannot think too mirch of
the greatmess of owur Ged. Je are apt, all of us, howsver long
we have kncwo His Name, to think foc 1ittlo of His ma jesty.
Just as the kindness of a human fellow-creature will make the
ma jority take.advantage, SC fhe condescension and grace of our
Ged is cften misused, and wo become familiar with Him, but we
want to have that reverent aws with God to think of His
perfsctness, for in Him all perfections meet. There can be no
imperfection in Gold. There is not with God merely a reaching
forward to perfection, but He IS perfection. There is
perfaction of widdom in Him, perfection of grace, psrfection
of rightecusness, perfecticn of power, perfection of every-
thﬁng; and we.fesl awsstruek with the greatness of our Ged.
Seripture particularly refers %o Ged as perfect. You re-
collect those wall known words in 1 Peter 1 quoted from the
earlier Scripfures. "I am holy" says God, and we have the
parallel words with—thes in Matthew 5. "Your Father is
perfect". Scrivture asserts the perfection of God. W read
in Deut. 32 a§3r34 concerning our God, not only is He perfect,
but that all He dces is perfect. This is essential. He

would not be perfect if He did agything imperfeet. "He is



the Rock, His work is perfect, for sll His ways are Judgment,
& God of Truth and witheut iniquity, - Just and right is He".
In Psalm 18 we read iu the 30th verse, that God's way is
perfect. "As for God, His way is perfect", "The word cf the
Lord ig tried, He is a Duckler to all those that trust in Him",
His work is perfeet, His way is perfect. DPs. 19. 7 declares
"The law of the Lord is perfect"” - in other words "His word
is perfect’ (for the memory is helped by the same initiel), the
work, the way, and the word. are all perfect; and in Rom. 1Z. 2.
we read of the good and acceptable and perfeet will of God -
ancther werd with the same initial. Yes, God's werk and way |
and word and wil{,perfeot, and these four words seem to
comprehend such a lot: the will seems withip, the word from the
mouth, the work of the hand, and the way is the whole charscter.
God-is absolutely perfect in all His arrangements,
therelfore, we are not surprised that in the breast-plate of
the high priest where God revealed Himself, there were the
Urim and the Thurmim - the 1ights and the perfecticny, as the
words mean. The perfecticns where Ged rovealed Hinself,
Ah! dear friends, it is & jcy above a1l joys if we kmow that
this God of all perfectiong is‘our Ged. The heathen described
their gods with all kinds ¢f impexfecticns - imperfections of
power, impqrfeotiohs morally. They desorabed their gods
according to what they ﬁanted to be themselves. Did they
want to be murderars? they descrived mﬁrderous gods. Apau

80 the gods of the heathen were not only powerless but they
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were wicked in the way men dseezaied themé%ﬁgut our God is
absolutely perfoct in the good sense, in the best sense of
$"  word "perfect": thewe is no imcompleteness with God,
and po incompleteness with His actions. May I jw ¢t in this
connection call attention to cue work of God that might
often be brcught befors us t¢ remind us of how He works
perfectly. "In the beginving God created the heavens and the
earth; and the earth’became without form and void, and.dsrk-
nees was upcn the face cf the deep". The earth was not
created without form and void. God in Isaish 45 distinetly
declares He created it NOT sithout form. It became wathout form
and voii'and darkuness was upen the fact of the deep. Jhls was
the darkpess that had come through some tremendous event cf
8in, and the culy event c¢f sin that we koow befcre Adam's
was Satan's., It was evidently linked therewith; but in the
beginning God created it not as darkness, not as without
form and void - He created it complete and satisfactory.
There is & large gap between verses one and tWo cf Gensis 1,
80 we have just thers illustrated,in the first lines of
seripture, that God's work is not without form, and veid -
that ovarything‘is perfect, dut that sin ccmes in to mr
vhatever it can of the work of God.

And now shall we pass on to consider the perfection
of the werk of the Lord Jesus Christ? In ome of the most
diffieult passages of the Jord of Ged, He is desoribed as

the Perfect One io the widst of a ruined world. In Isaiah 42



and the 19th verse, wo have this statement, "Whe is blind
but My Servant, or deaf as lly lessenger that I sent? ®ho
is Dlind as He dhat is ferfect, and blind as the Lord's
Servant, seeing many things, but thoull observest vot,
opening the eyes, but he heareth not? The Lord is well-
pleased for Hls Righteousness' sake: He will magnify the
law and make it honourable". I need hardly say the word
"Servant" should be spelled here with a capital "S"™, and
the word "Rightecusness" with a capital "R". Christ is the
became
Righteousness of God. Christ 4= the Servant, and He -was
pertect vnot only in what He did, but in what'He omitted te¢
do, Perfect in Iis refusal tc é%%% fhat which was agzainst
God. Perfect in His refusal tc hear many of the things that
surrcunded Tim. The first Adsm failed bescause he heard
amiss. The last Adam only hesrd aright. The last Adam
could vwot cnly say "Thou hearest Me always" but He heard
always, &nd hearing the Father He heard not the wishes of
men. lierein was the Perfect One, our beleved Lord Jesus,
during thatvperfedt life. when He magnified the Law and mads

it honourable. But not only was He perfect in ccnnecticn

with His life, but perfect in connection with His death.
IT we turn to the Epistlé to the Hebrews, we find there in
the second chapter, concerning our beloved Lord Jesus in
verse 10 that He, the Capteln of our salvation, was hade
perfect thrdugh sufferings, and in verse 9 we read, "Being

made perfect Be became the Author (dr Cause ) of an ever-



lasting salvaticn to all t ose who-are hearing Him with
subjoction™, 1In both these places the word "to he made
porfect" implles the cemplete work, or rather brought to a
complete end or goal. We must net think that ocur beloved
Lord needed a moral perfecting, He was evar perfect, bub
He was brought to the goal through sufferings. Hence we
have evlearly the Scriptural statement that His death was the
perfection, the ¢limax, the goal of Uis perfest 1ife. There
was ne faltering cnm the way to Calvary,, and there was no
faltering at Calvary. Perfectness nmarked everything., He never
failed, He never made a mistake - the Lamb of God, without
blemish, apd without spot - PURFECT.

Before passing on to the perfewtion of God's dear
people, 1 should like to apsak a moment or twe abeut a
perfecticn that is mentionegﬁggfgjzén, in Ezekiel 28. Here
two words are employed. 1n the twélfth verse he ig described
under the title of "Xing cf Tyre", and we read "Thus saith {he
Lord God, thou eealest up the sum, fvll of wisdom and perfect
in beauty. Thou hast been in Rden the garden of the Lo
and so forth, and verse 15 adds "Thou wastperfect in Thy ways
from the day that thou waet created till iniquity was fcurd
in thee". Here we have a very solemn use of the word "perfeet"
in connection with Satan. There was a completeness of Satan,
a completenaess of beauty, and completeness in mamy ways - in
HIS ways, until Satav through choosing independencggzgﬁagd,

fell from that height, and draogged wany with him, and has



sought to drag mankindps well as the apgels. There is no
oo
passage that is much more solemn than this, tonrealise the
greatness of the fall of Satan. Here we see that the one who
was perfect in beauty, fell. In like manner, God made man
asbo s
upright, but they found ovt mauy inmventions. Sin alwaysAcome#
in to mar God's work. God did not create the Devil in his'
preseﬁt condition. This is important. Wwe must see that God
created one whe was wrepared wondrously, and who sealed up the
sumf. One of the chief of ths werks of God, and yet he fell,
yet he reballel against God. Thus we have at once brought
bafore us that which shows God did not ereate the tanpter ag
a tempter, and secondly w.e ses that the height of privileges
and blessings apd advantages will never secure eternal
bleasedness. Oh, how we feel the ne:d for & sure and finished
work of the Lord Jesus on our behalf, for if Satan could fall
frem heaven, if cur salvation were in any .angsl we might feel
there was & denger. But because it is in the perfect One, the
Scn ¢f Ged's lcve, we feel no danger, e are sure of etermal
salvaticn,

And now we gome to the special mrt of cur subject,
to congider parfection with respest o the'Lord's people.,
Thers is first what might be characterised as a  rfection iv
the sight of God. In Hebrews io. 14; we have this statement,
"By one olfering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified"; this is not merely a perfecting going on, it is

not merely a future perfectness, but by one offering He hath
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perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Im the earler
verse of this chapter we resd "We have been sanctified Through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ cmce for all". Net
only is that offering once for all, but our sanctification in
that sense of the word is cnce for all, and so here our
perfectness is once for all, not merely in Divine intenticn,
but ip Divipe accomplishment. IV ws a promised thing befor
Christ didd, but now it is & realiged blessing - perfected for
aver, %gi;z;gg;g;, thare ars other aspects of perfecticn that
we are going to congider afterwards, but let us realise this
one Tirst. 1In the sight cf %od, we are now perfected for ever
if we are resting on the finished wcrk of the Lord Jesus, and
oh, dear friends, are we resting upon that work? If not, all
our imperfectness must brisg God's judgment on us and that
judgment is very real, bdul if we aré resting upen Christ,
"perfected for ever", surely thal awskens cur praise. Derfect-
ed for ever! Therc is vo "may be" about the work of Christ,
there is no pogsibility of & fdlling from grace that we should
logd the salvation secyred at such s tremendous cost, the
Tord's ghesp will never perish, shey are perfected for ever,
and they cannct Le imperfecteu. The whole body, souvl and spiri?d
of the rede:=med ghall ba before Him in that #Exy coming day.
There will be wvo eupty ssat at the marriasge-supper of the
Lamb; there will be o incompletevess inm that gloricus Church
that has neither spol nor wrinkle nor anmy such thing, and will

be mesented tc the Lord Jesus hy the Lord Jesus. "Perfected
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for sver"; "yhom He(éid\foreknew He vredestinated: whom Hé
predegtinated Hs calied; vhom He called He jwtified; whom He
justified He glorified". It is a finished work before {od.

He before Whom time is as pothing bdeholds ug in Christ. "Qur
1ife is hid.with Christ in God", "Perfected for’ever". This
gives a child of God-a certain dignity in this world, snd gives
to a c¢hild of God a ce . tain holy carslessness of what the world
think and a certaip freeﬁom‘from g degire to sin. Though we
do falter and fail there is s certain freedom from a desire %o
sin as we realise this perfecting for evor, the completeness of
salvation in the purpose cf 3od and in the Porscn of Ghrist.
That comple teness of salvation will never make a child of Ged
indifferent, but rather tend to make hin obedient, but. I do not
want on this occasicn to deal at length with this perfection
but rather withour practieal perfection wnd our realisation cf
rerfection, apd our attainment of perfection whether ncw or im
the future, Dc sot think t'at I am going against Soripture
When)having said that _ we are perfecfeé Tor ever, I am alsoc.
compelled t¢ 2dd that we are oftern imperfect. Porfected for
ever iﬁ Christ, we are ofter imperfect in curselves. We have
been redeemed but we wait fcr the rgéemption. ¥e have been
saved, yet W@ are being saved and we chall be saved. Thers are
varied aspects of these different words, avd the vary chapter
that says we have bsen sanctitied says we are being sanctified..
So, while in cne sense we have hesn perfected, in another semse

there is a prcesss (may 1t bd a progress) in the work of this
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perfecting until that day shell arrive. Now we do well to ask
ourselves vhat is atfainable in the way of perfection, and how
it is attainable. In connection vith what is attainable we
ghall have to consider kkwak what it is NOT)for there is false
teaching as to this to-day.

First, what is attainable now in the way of perfection,
and this will bring us to the use of the different words that
Ged has employed. Shall we turnw to 1 Chton. 297 In verses 9
and 19 we have brought befcre us 5é% mord "perfect”, In verse 9
v read "Then the pecpls rejciced for that they ofered willingly,
bocauss with perfect hearts they offered willingly to the Lord
and David the King also rejciced with great Joy". Ncw the word
"perfect™ hore used, is the very word from which Jerusalem ccmes -
PEACE. It is rather striking that at the time vhen the King of
Poace (Solcmon) is brought befors us, we ™ ve the werds about a
"heait ¢f peace" twice over in this chapter. Thore ié a
boautiful expression of David iz that 19th verse "Give unto
Solomon my scn {that is, tc the man of peace) a heart of peace"
(as the word "perfoct heart” means). The offerin:s thet were
cal” . the "peace offorings" have & word from this samo rcot,
ab  the idea of the peace offerings was & ccmplote friendship,
and that ic the thought in these verses here, "Isrmel had s
rerfect heart". f(hat was an undiviled heart, a conplete heart,
there was friendship with God so that they could give to Him,
there was peace with God. Wow is vot that & beautiful

deseription of practical perfection that we as children of God
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gseek after, that undividedness, that whcle-heartedness, that
all-round spirituality, that finds its joy in communion with
God? There can be no completeness, no perfestness, unless theres
is peace, but when there is peacs with Ged in joy, that makes

the life complete. The believer fesels that any ruffled temper
cr mind ruins everything when once he has enjoysd peace with God.
The entering into the poeace of God ruling in *he heart is a com-
pletensas for Him, and that perfection is ~ :iptursl ly attainable.
We might nctice in this compection 1 Xings 8. 61. Solomon says
to the people "Let your heart be complete with the Lord our God,
to walk in His statutes and to gusrd lis commandmonts as at this
day". lLet your hoart be complete; let it be at peace; it is

the sams word. Another rendering gives it the werd "aptire.
Entire, undivided. 411 t'ese words have a different force.

The hearts of Jorael were upparently complete at ‘that time. If
you leok at the beginving of chaptor B - verse 2, "ALL the

cf Toracl assembled thomselves"; verse I "ALL the elders came";
and verse 3 "ALL the congregation cf Ier el". . There was a holy
unity ond & dovotedness to the things c¢f the Lord. That
completeness which forgets everything fer the Lord, is atteinable.
Chapter 1i. 4 tclls us that vhen Solcmon was cld, his wives
turned awsy his heart after other gods, and his heart was-not
pérfect (or cemplete, or entire, cr urdivided) with the Lora his
God. Yeu sev the force of -the word in that term "with', His

heart was not perfeet "with"; he had a divided heart. He
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wanted to be partly with tho Lord, and partly with his wives
and their idois. How striking is thls passage when you realise
that the word "perfeet™ is the same rcot as the =word "Solomon™!
His heart was not "3olomon" - nct what it had been at the first.
Thers was not this peace with Ged 1liks David his father had. In
1 Lings 15. 3 we read concerning cne of tho kings cf Israsl,
Abljem, that he walked "in all the sins cf his father, that he
had d.ue befbre him", and his hesrt wus not perfect, nol entire,
met comblete "with": you sec how cffen this word is with-the
word " IYH". Commuoiocyn is perfecticnvin pue sense of the world -
"Friendship with God", und the Lord Jesug says "Yes are iy
friepds il ye do whatscever [ command you"., The believer's

life is in perfeof confusion if he gets cut of conmunion with
his God.

Jill you vow turn Gec 2 4ings 207 Ilere in the lst verss
we read that!Hczekxiah without boasting, suid before the Lord.
"I-hoseech thee, ¢ Lord, romember I pray Jhoe, %hat 1 have
walked to rhy face in truth, and with a perfect heart, and have
donse what is good", How Hezekish had not been sbsolutely
sinless, but there had b22n an undividel heart. ihatever he
did he scught the Lerd his God. As scon 88 he came to the
throne hig first thought wms, in the firet vear of hia reign,
in the first menth, 20d the first'day it sosms, to put right
the t:ings for God. 4o emphatic was he iv this that we are
told concerning Hezekiah, that in every work that he begein in

the service ¢f the house of 3o0d spd in the law, J4nd in the
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commandments to sesk his God, he d1d it with all Hs heart and
prospered. Now that is the practical perfeotion that is
attainable, and not only attainable, but which we sheuld seek
after, and seek after very intently. This half-heartedness
which is so'common tc-day is & disgrace: we nesd to be enthusias-
tie fer the Lord.

Shall we now pass on tc the later Scriptures and ses
what they say as tc an attain=ble perfection? Matt. 5. 48
"Be ye therefore nerfect even as your Father‘ﬁhich ir ip heaven
is perfect”, The word "porfect" here signifies "complete™" or
"belenping te the geal”, I might just menticn that the wdrd
"publicans™ inlthe verse bafore is Lrom the same root. The
publicans were these whe had te Ac with the taxes which were
called the geal, cr the objeet of the State, and the Lerd te
emphasise the feaching uses worde from thé same. rcot. He says%&ML
these whe have takes wy thig publie work, well, their goal d¢as
to lcok after the money:-let your geal b2 to give, not to get,
and the thought is of the perfecdticn of the Lord in giving -
"He makes Hie sun to rise cn the evil =nd én the gocd and
dendsth rain on the juet and on the unjust®. “If ve lcve those
whe lcve you what reuard have ye? Do not even those who have
thair zcal in the things of earth, do they not do the same
things? If yo great your friserds only, what do ye over and
abcve?' The child of Sod has 0% to dc something ower and
abcve. "o nct even those whe have their goal in the things of

earth do this?" Ye shall thersfore be those who have a goal
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as your Father' fho is in hsaven. Your object is to be what

God has as His object, not what men of this world have as their
object. The nerfection thew hers brought before us as attainable
i that which is over and above the things of this world, having
a goal beyond self and a zoal beyond earth, and a goal beyond
properity, a‘goal thaf ig linke! with life, and linked with glcry
and linkel with Jod. In NMatt. 19. 21 we have a similar thought
where the Lord shows the perfeeticn of giving. There is one who
has ccme to ih and said "fhet am I %o do thet I may have life
everlassting?™, and the Lord Josus Chrisgf*ty: to him thut he
must 40 certain cormapdneuts, and the young nmen Says; "I have
kept a1 these things frem my youth"™  Thig 18 net the Lerd
pointing cut%%he way of salvation. Ille wes nct ssked as to
salvaticn but He s agked how a msn could geln plery himsel?,
and the Lord says "By cbeilience”, "It must be perfect and
absoluie”, and the young man clsime he Las dene it and %é;?,
"ihat am I yet behindf" (Just the copcsite teo the word "over

and abeve™ that e heve in the other place) "that am I yet
behind? In what dev I fall Short".%,\zgaé%us Mﬁi‘—% him, "If
thow willest tc be a comnlete one, =0, sell all that thou hast,
and givw %to pocr ones, and thou shalt hsve treasw e in heaven,
and hither, follow me", INow hers is brousht before uvs first

of 211 what the Lord showe? to tho men who weuld seek after
salvaticn by hiz own werks,-hut #éfg:troduoes a Divine nrinciple.
The attainable perfection cf the Lord's peopie is to be free

from setting their minds on the things below - the perfection
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of folleowa._ ™rist in the path of rejscted carslessness about
the things of time and sense., Not the carelesancss of the

world, but the carelessness that does not set one's mind on that
which fades away. In like manner 2 Corinthians brings befcre us
an attainable perlfectness. In the 13th chapter that we just read,
and the 11th verse, it is wriftten "Winally brethren, pjoice, be
perfect”, and the word "be perfoct" means "be fitted fogether".
An attainable perfection for the pord's pecplo is a fitting
togother: that is the goal, not quarrelling, odub unity: that is
an attainable perfection. Now wé Ses then vhat is the sttainable
perfection for the children of God. It iz a psace with limsolf
and a communion with Himself, a gotting Zrec from looking at
things from the carthly standpoint, looking at the thinss that
are not seen, and'a wholly fitting in instead of an oxaltation

of self.

Hay I point out now what this is nel? This is not a
perfaction in which there is no sin, for if % sap we have no
sin we deceive ourselves and-the truth is got in us, and the
height of godliness is to se: sin before cthers soe it< iany
of God's dsar people sep tus branches of sin whea they arse in
measure walking with the Lord, but e do not g3t low encugh
to see the very roots cof gin. ﬁtiét;;§;€%1ﬁ¥§;3¥§3+th" enistle
to the Romans and the severth chapter,in the latter part eo==,
using present tenses, emphatically says, "] I", ot 3. e
says "There is uc condemnation to thoss who arc in Christ Josus"

in the plural, but the experience of tha latlier part of Rcmans 4
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was too high ap experience t0 appiy to the majority of God's
dear people., The Holy Spirit inspired him to make it very
definitely perscnal, because there Paul said "I see another
law io my members" nct merely "I see acts of sinm " but "I see
the very root of it", then he mwt have cut down all the
fruits and branches tc get down to the very root, and that
is a height of holiness. Romans 7 is often misunderstood in
This connection: it is a woudrous height of holiness that few
of the Lerd's people have ever reached. Paul, by the grace
of Poéwdufhout boaatlnu&kmzot a8 he records his perscnal

¢ gq Just as or P
experience "I have fought a good fight, 1 have finished the
course, I have kept the fdith" which cannot be lightly and
glibly said by God's dear children now. Few have kept the
faith or finished the cowse in that same way now. What these
words describe is perscunal experience without boasting. 1In
like manper does the latter part of Romans 7 show what we
gee wheov we are rearest the Lerd - that therefis another law
in our members and that we have scmething to war against.
"The flesh warreth against the Spirit":; there is that flesh:
we ars'not in the flesh, but there is the flesh. There is
net & froedom from gin, for what is sin? Auny felling short
of the glory-of God. If we were free from this, cur position
would inde2l be & wondsrful ome. e should make no mistalkes
of any kind, we should understand all manner of things. Our

o versg ey

very igocraunce 1eA°1n and tnere are sins livked with ignorsuce.

In view ¢f the groatuess of God we are compelled to acknowledge
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that cur perfection, and that porfection which is attainable,
is not & perfection without sin until we reach that -glory when
we shall no loonger have the bodies of humiliation, Phil. 3
shows us mcst clearly that the Lord's people when they are most
pressing towsrd the mark arc nct perfect in the sense of h.ving
reached the full goal, they still fall short. In Phil. 3 the
apestle distinctly says in verse 15 "Let us therefors as many
ag are perfeot”, but in verss 11 he séys "Not that I have
alrendy atiained, either alresady have bsen perfected”. He does
nov claim perfecticn. In one sense he spsaks of the Lord's
people as veing complete omes ut the goal, living in the light
of that day; in another sense he says we fall short, we press
toward the goal but we fall short, for it is writtsn pot merely
that all have sinned and come short of the glory of Ged butb
"all sinned and are coming short of the glory of God", and that
verse should be readf with the next one. "All sinned and are
coming short of the glory o¢f God being justified freely". It
is net dealing with the unsaved in that verse, it ig dealing
with saved ones. 2?33§§ﬁie.the ungodly sinned, and of ecourse
the ungodly come shert cf the glory of God: ws 2ll know that,
but the passage thore is "411 sinned and ave ooming short of
the glory of Ged being jltified, @hgm&ﬁéﬂonly be true of
the redesmed that they are "being justified freely by His gracs",
Therefore they are coming short of the glory of Ged. ;;f%eems
a certain tabernacle picture: the glery of God was the final

thing in the tabernacle, and the wot reaching up to that was
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the coming short, and we sre all coming short of the final -
the glory of God. Mcrecover, James, the third chaptler, implies

, 7 2dhdr comploliniod
thet this perfection is not a sinless one, for we read there
"If any man offend not in word the same is & perfect man, able
also to bridle the whole body". But you do not need to bridle
perfection. The believer who controls his tengue is a complece
ons, patience is having its complete work. Bub he needs to
bridle the whole body for there ig that in him which requi;es
bridling, and though he is not to be before God as the horse
‘and the mule that peed to be held in with bit and bridle, he is
to bridle himgelf. If we wander from God, God will bridle us:
if we walk with God we shall be bridling 6ur$elves, and God
will guide us with His eye. The guiding with the eye is the
contact of fellowship and the looking one to the other. The
holding in with bit snd bridle is the contact of constraint,
gnd the looking away the ouwe from the othsr, for the horse
doas not see the one who bridles him.

And now we come to a very imporftant practical point -
how is that which is attainadle tc¢ be resached? How ars we to
get after this perfection, this completeness, this enjoyment
of communion with God, this & lroundedness of an undivided
heart and an undivided 1ife? How are we to attain it? Shell
we see if a few Soriptures will decide?  We read of soms of
God‘s servants that they were complets. How did they reach it?
Whatsoever things were written aforstime wore writtenm to guide

us, We read of Noah iu Gen. 6 thet he was a psrfect man, and



this wrd is another word which means complete. It is a word
from the same root as the word "Thummim". Gen. 6. 9@ "These
are the genmerations of Noah. Noah was a just men and @ rfeet
in his generations and Nosh walked with God". Before making
any corment on this verse we might read two other passages.
Gen. 17. 1 "yhen Abraham was 90 years old and 9 the Lord
appesred unto Abraham and said unto him, I am the Almighty
God, walk before Ne and be thou perfect". Job 1. "Thers was
a map in the land cf Uz vhose name was Job, and that man was
perfect and upright and one that feared God and avoided evil".
Now I think,dear friends, that these three passages describing
three servants ¢f God, give us a little key as to how we can
attain to this godly perfection. We read as to two cf them
there was -a walking in communicn with God. ., Tvidently %he
thought seems to be a separatedness from the world in both
cages. Nosh was in the midst of a crcoked world. The esarth
was ccerrupt and yet Noah did not walk vith the world, he
walked with God. Tow if yecu and I are to reach this seriptural
perfection of fellcwship and friemdship sith God, we must not
try and mix up with the world &g well ; there»must be & puttgﬂg ,
st Buka e Ld vy e Wos Aprtd v the WL Kl itd
of the Lard first,, Notice in the case cf Job how he rose up
early every morning to look after the things of God: look at
the concern ho had for his children. He said, "Oh, if my
ohildren heve sinned and cursed fod in their heartg" which is
a serious thing. That is the man whc is complete, and we

shall cnly get completeness as we are careful about evsrylhing
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in our home and our daily life. Perfection is mde up of
tiny things: I mean the attainable perfection of the Lord's
redéemed, It is not that we reach it by an impulsive leap into
it, It is not that we come to e meeting and get spw red up to
excitement, and that we go forth declaring we will be perfect:
it is rather a quiet and a continual mortification of sin in
the background of the daily life. Do not misunderstand me:

I believe that we should have crises, and that the child cf
God should have holy enthusiasm and devotion, but there is

too much tendeney to have a jerked spirituality sc-cslled,
which is rather wrked up than worked in, which is rather an
outward form than really the result ¢f communicn with God.
True spirituality, true sttainable perfectness is only by thé
care over little things, and fhe care over faily walk that we
have in these¢ passages. 2 Chron. 19 might further help us in
this coutext. Some were appcinted for office, and Jehcshaphat
charges them: he says "Thus shall ye dec in the fear of the
Lord, faithfully and with a perfect heart". ILet us nctice each
word in its order. "Thus Shall‘ye do". Hay we not spiritual-
igs that? Thers must be cbedience, exact obedience., "THUS
shall ye do IN "HE F2AR OF TH% LORD". The fear of the Lord

is not merely an old dispensaticn term: it is s8till the
begioning of wisdom, and Paul knew what it was o be in fear
and much trembling, and there is no ccnbradiction with the
words of John where we are told that perfect lovs casteth

out fear. We only have the true fear as we have cast oub the



23,

wrong feary - "The fear cf the Lord", and it adds "IN
FAITHFULNESS AND TRUTH. Thero must be a truthfuloess if we
are to have this perfectness ¢f heart. We mwt not excuse

gin and speak proudly and religiously when all the time our
hearts are wandsring from the Lord: we mw t not pretend to

be more godly thanm we are, or pubt on the airs agééappearance
of spirituality. 1If therelis this preparation of doing vhat
the Lord has avnpointed, in the fear of the Lord, with -truth-
fulness and transparency, we shall have this perfectness and
gompleteness. o will take anothor look at the 6th chapter
and the 40th verse. "The disciple is not abeve his teacher,
but everyone that is porfeect shall be as his teacher", and
this word méans "fitted together". Now we see here then that
the true perfectness is the being with the teacher so as to

be like the teacher: to be with Christ so as to be like

_ Christ. Unless we study Christ s canmot reaeh this perfect-
pness and completeness. But having noticed that passage wilk
you at once take with it, dear fellow saved cneg, 2 Tim, 3.16,17%
Here this_same word is used, or rather & word frem the same
root wth & different prefix, ccncerming the study of the Jord.
"All Seripture is God-breathed and is profitable toward teach-
ing, toward reprcef, towarad sefting upright, toward discipline
which is in rightecusness, that the man of God nay be perfect,
having been perfected unto every good work”, If wo want this
completeness of oharaeterlwe nust study end feed on the whole

of the word of God: it is a necessity. We must treat the word
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of God aright: almost &l 1 wandering ccmes from a neglect of the
word ¢f God. It is easy tc know these things, but if we know
these things, happy are we if we do them. If we are not the
Lord's, of course we.are one mass of imperfection, one mass o
ruin. I% is nc uge trying to make cursslves perfect, for al
our rightecusnesses are as filthy rags. DBul if in mercy we have
been brought to know the Lord, we must either gec out ¢ this
meeting more careless, (which may the Jord preventL or mqffofﬁwunéﬁ
determined fo live this overceming life of devotedness to Himnﬂﬁ%gmM
"Ye camnot serve God apd Mammen"., There must be a wholeness in
the life of a real earmest child of God. THE MHOLI.HIZART in
Psalm 119 is a suggeetive subject, but we want the whols heart
to be not only a subject but.an cbject, and not cnly our 0BJuUCT
but ouwr present ZIPERIENCE. Gcd, ho has so graciously done the
gresat. work of converting us, will swely continue His werk of
blessing us if only we do nct seek to put Him in the background.
First of all He saved us apart from our wish, and drew ug near
to Him when we were far cff, but ncw it is cur responsibility,

a8 we read, for sxample, "Draw near fto Ged, and He will draw
near to you". -He drew near to us first withcut cur drawing near,
but now it is dependent on our drawing near. In thé past it mas
wthout our wish to have Christ, but now He goes on with His
gracious work, as by grace, we are willisg to walk with Him. It
is & eommand4to be'perfected; it is an object in view. kay the
Lerd grant that we may nct Iet it slip from oﬁr gight, that e
may seek to be those who are all-round believers, out of lowe

to Him, and for a8 witness to Him.



