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"THE THINGS CONCERNING HIMSELF" Part 1,

The writings of our brother Percy V. Heward are well-known
and have been a blessing to many,

But for many yeers(from 1911 onwards) the notes of scme of
his addresses were available, under the title of "Typewritten Notes".
These 220 addresses were lodned for & fortnight, on request, Most of
them still exist, but some in poor condition,

It has been suggested to me more than once that this min-
istry from the pest, would be a source of help now, and with this I
agree, but the amount of work 2volved in publishing them, has always
made me feel that the task was imposaible,

However, just lately I have looked egain at thesg parcels
of 'typed addresses, and thqught what a pity it is that they should
be lying there, collecting dust and doing no good,

I have therefore, sorted the titles into subjects, and now
offer, to beginwith, five of our brother's aidresses concerning our
Lord Jesus Christ, Whether the Lord will enable to do more later I
do not know,

But may these words spoken so meny years ego(some indeed
before I was born), by & brother whom the Lord has used among us to
our great spiritual profit, be used agnin to the blessing of another
generation, and be to God's glory,

9.C.Bown.,
00000

THE PRIESTHOOD OF THE LORD JESUS

Outline:-

1, Parallels and contrests with that of Aaron,
2, "After the order of lielchisedec"

3« The heavenly sanctuary.

4, Hunkn counterfeits.

5. Believers and their prieatly vosition,
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6, Have I an Advocate with the Father? A personal guestion,

I vant, dear friends to talk tonight ebout the Lord Jesus
Christ as & Priest., Ve often think about Him as God, We often think
about Him es Man; that wonderful Man Who alwaeys did what was right,
Yho said what was right, Vho thought what wes right, and never did ox
said, or thought, one thing that was wrong. We vften think of the Lord
Jesus Christ as the One Who died, Who died for sinners that He might
take away their gins, that He might bear their sine in His own body on
the tree, Ve often think of the Lord Jesus Christ as the One Who is our
Lord, if we are those who have come to Him, the Ope Who is our Lord, end
Who lives, always lives, lives for ever, and with Whom His people will
be for ever, for He is doon coming back to take His people unto Himself,
Ve love to think of the Coming back of our Lord Jesus Christ, that He
iho came to die will come back, end His people will be ceught up in the
clouds to meet Him in the air, and so will they be ever with the Lord,
Then shall He come down on to thie earth where men killed Him, and He
will reign over men, - @ King, and more than A king, - THE King, ~ the
King Who will reign from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of
the earth, Ve like to think of the Lord Jesus Christ in e number of
wayss we like to think of our Lord Jesus Christ and e number of His
Names, All His Names tell what He is, but He is beyond what we know of
all His Nages, e is such & wonderful Saviour, end it is our hearts'
longing that not only may we telk about Him, but that like those on the
road to Dmmaus hundreds of yeers ago, we may feel while talking of Him
that in some way He Himpelf drews near and telks with us, But this
svening I want to speak about one special Name of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and one speoial work, a great work, a work which has & number of other
vorks ingide it, yet one special Name, end one gpecial work, The Name
is the Nane Priest; the work is what one mey call Prieethood, that is
to gay, doing the work of a Priest,

Our firat point reminde us that there wag a priest, Aaron,
You remeaber how that when God brought up Isreel out from Egypt and
brought them into the wilderness, He said, let them make Me a Holy Place,
that I may live among them, You remeiber how thet God asked for their
zold and for their silver and their other things to be yrought together
that the tent, or tabernacle as it was called, might be built; And you
remember &t the same time that God said Aaron, Moses' brother was to be
the priest, the one to go into thiat tent, and tabernacle, and to see
to the killing of the saorifices which died in the place of the simners.
Thus Aaron and iis. sons were made the priests, It is wonderful to see
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God's love, for Aaron was the one who made the golden calf, yet God
nade Aaron His priest, Again, in Aaron's family Nedab and Abihu offer-
ed strange fire unto the Lord which Fe had not told them. They died,
but there was Eleesur end Ithamar the two other sons of Aaron's family
and so Aeron's two sons went onwith his work afterwards, and then
their sons went onwith the same work aftervards, The family of Aaron
was & family of priests, The whole of the lerger family, or tribe, of
Levi wes specially picked out to do many things for God, but beyond
all, the family of Aaron wes the family to draew near to God, as a
priestly family, Now in what way was the Lord Jesus Christ like

Aaron the priest? And in what way was He not like Aaron the priest?
First, in whet way was the Lord Jesus Christ like Aaron? Rether, may
we not say, In what ways, for in many ways Chpist was a priest like
Aaron! Aaron wzs one vhom God picked out to be His priest, and the
Lord Jesus is called the picked out One, the Chosen One, the Elect One,
Acron did not 1ift himself up to meke himself ¢ priest, and the Lord
Jesus Christ was the One Who came dovm, “Tho mede Himself low, so we
connot say He lifted Himself up, for He was the Humble One. But not
only so, Asron yas the ONE High priest, cnd Christ is the One alone,
Aaron, agnin, was the one on vhom the il wes put, to enoint him, and
the Lord Jesus Christ is the One VWho is uarked out not merely with oil,
but by the work of the Holy Spirit, marked out to be that Great Only
Priest, the Only One Vho can go near unto God the Father, for it is
only in Him that enyone else can dare to go near unto & Holy God,
Again, Aaron was the high priest who went into the presence of God
with the blood of that perfect animal which hed died as a sacrifice,
The Lord Jesus went into the presence of God with blood, not the blood
of an animal, but His Own Blood, Which He had in love to poor lost
sinners pcured out, and thus He made o way, that way vhich is said to
be a newly slain woy, into the presence of God, A way by His blood
into the Holiest of all, as Scripture puts it in the letter to the
Hebrew Christians, Merk the words, "Heving boldness fo go into the
way in of the Holiest, in the blood of Jesus". Yes, Christ like Aaron
was & Priest Who had a sacrifice that died. And again, Aaron brought
blessings to his family; and Christ -~ Ch what blessings He has brought
to His family! Not that His family belong to Hinm merely in the same
wey a8 Asron's sons belonged to him, They belong in a far, far closer
way, for Aaron's sons were his by ordinary birth, but Christ's people
are His by heavenly birth, They are so close unto Him they are said

to be in Him, counted with Him, joined to Him, and never to be taken
awey from Him, If Eleazor was blessed because of Aaron, much more

are Christ's people blessed because of Him, ac Hebrews 2 beautifully
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puss it, where the Lord Jesus Himself specks, "Behold I and the children
which God hath given Me", But if the Lord Jesus Christ was a Priest like
Aaron in these woys, there are many ways in which He was not like Aaron,
because He was ever so much greater than Aoron, Shell we think of a few
sontraste? Ah, you say, I know one, He was God, and Aaron wos a mon,
That is quite true, end, dear friends, if we are to think of the ways
inshich Christ was different from Aaron we shall find many things,

But I want to-night rather to speck of the ways in vhich Christ AS A
PRIEST was not  like Acron, The first point is that which we have
been *amm in Hebrews 7. You remember the words, the Holy Spirit nays

irn verse 21, thot those priests were made without on oeth, God is pleased
more than onoe to speck of His cath, thot is to say not only His fimm
word, but also His firm vword made manifest as doubly sure. Now o8 to
Aaron we ore not told there wos an oath; but as to Melchisndec, cnother
nriest, we are told of an oath, and Christ is said to be liks him. The
word 'oalh! comes to show how much more sure Christ's priestheecd is than
Agron's, Again, Hebrews 7 tells us that those priests were not able to
cortinue because they died, We read how Aaron went up & mountein and he
jied. Ve are told how Eleazcr the son of Aaron died and wos buried in a
hill that belonged to Phinehes his son, Again we go on, and we find a
nigh priest Eli, - he fell over to the ground and he died, All the
oriests of Aaron's family died, Notso Christ, He ever lives, He is o
Priest Who is everlasting, These priests were not able to keep on their
rork, but He lives to keep on Hiswork, Never will He be constrained to
zive it up, never will He be tired of the work that He took in hend, He
aver lives., But perhaps scmeone will say, "What do you mean, Christ does
not die? Vhy the great thing about which we hear is that He did die,
and if He had not died He would not hove been & Priest, for there would
have been no sacrifice"? Let me moke it clear that Christ AS A PRIEST
He did not die. Christ was fulfilling mcre than cne office at once.

He was God, yet He wos Man, He was Sacrifice, yet He was Priest, As
Priest He did not die, for we read that HE OFFERED Himself without spot
o Cod, As Sacrifice He died, as Priest He did not die, Do not mis~-
anderstond me, The Lord Jesus the glorious perfect ONE died, really
died, died in the ploce of sinners for without the pouring out of blood
there is no forgiveness of sins, but as to His priestly work there was
1o death, We do not look upon Him as a Priest when lying in the grave,
T meon vhen His body wos lying in the grave, The specinl thought there
vrought out is that He had died for simmers, We look upon Him as mani-
festly o Priest when He lnid down His life, ond yet more monifestly when
He went up into heaven, He wos the Seme Lord Jesus when He walked this
earth, oud when He died and when He rogse, but et one time one part of
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His work is brought out and at enother time another part of His work is
more brought in front of us, And perhaps I shall moke it clear if I put
it o little differently and so instecd of putting it that He as a
Priest did not die, His priesthood did not die, You will follow what
I mean by the words. "He as & Priest did not die", He died, but not as
o Priest, Not showing forth His priesthood by dying, nor did His
priesthood die; in faot His very dying led on to showing that Priest-
hood more than ever before, for then He was able to take into heaven
itself that wogderful finished work, and before the throne, yes, and
on the throne of God to be the One Whose work wos done and so He could
git down as a Priest Who ever liveth to pray ftr those for whom He died.
This One continueth ever, He goes on always., Agron passes away, and
Eleczar too, Christ goes on, He is bevier than Aaron, Further Aaron's
priesthood counts from the book of Exodus; the priesthood of 1Melchis-
edec is in the book of Genesis, Genesis is before Exodus; Abraham wes
before Moses, The priest who came to Abrahem was Melchisedec, &and
Christ is scid to be a Priest like ilelchisedec, ~ then He is counted
before Abraham, and thus is greater than Aaron once more, May we not
add, God hos shown us in Hebrews 7, that Aaron was one who came from
the family of Abrahem, Abraham therefore ctn be said to have all his
family counted with Him, and that as he poys the tithes to Melchis-
edéc he really says that the priesthood of llelchisedec is greater,

and that Melchisedec is greater than Acron, who was only one of
Abrahem's own femily! The Lord Jesus belongs to the Melchisedec
priesthood, as Psalm 110 puts it, "Thou crt a Priest for ever, after
the order of Melchisedec',

Again, Aaron wes & priest on earth, the Lord Jesus is Btill
o Priest in heaven, and heaven is above earth, He is greater than
Aaron, Yet more, Aaron always had Moses witi him, and lMoses was grent-
er than Aaron, After Moses died, and Aaron died, there were two to-
gether, Joshua and Eleazar, Eleazar was not left alone, he had someone
vith him who was asgreat as himself, DBut the Lord Jesus Christ stands
alone, I might express it this woy, Joshun wes @ kind of king to
Israel, I say 'a kind of king' for he was not a king, inasmuch as fod
did not want Israel then to have & king since He Himself was theiy
King; but Jeshua Jooked after the ruling of the people, and looked
after the people going into the land, so that Joshua took the place
of a king as far as God meant anybody to toke it, Now Aeron and
Fleazar were not kings even in that sense., But ielchisedec was. Mel-
chisedec was ¢ king, s well s o priest, and Chriat is said to be o
Priest not like Aaron but lilte to Melchisedze, & Xing-priest., AR,
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He is King more than Moses, a King more thaf Joshua, a King more than
all others, for ie He not called King of Kings, and Loxd of Lords?
Yet, further, Acron's priesthood never took away sin, for in the
offerings the priest stood daily offering oftentimes the SAME scori=-
fices which could never take away sins, but THIS ONE when He had made
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.
There were no seats in lioses'! tabernacle, the priestsalways stood,
their work wce never done, but Christ having done His work went up
into heaven, and He sat dovn to show His work was done, end sin was
taken away; that the sin was blotted out. He had made one sacrifice
for sing for ever, and now a great number of people whom no men can
number are able to say that their sins are gone, and gone for ever,
becouse He took their sins in His own body on the tree, and wos
wounded bec~use of those sins, So we see that in every way Christ is
better then Aaron, As it says in the chapter we have just read(Heb-
rews 7), the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of & better
hope did, by the which we draw nigh unto God, - Many other things
could we mention, Aoron had to offer FOR himself because he was a
pinner, Christ offered Himgelf, because He was not a sinner., Aaron
nede mistckes because of which he died earlier than he would have died,
had he been faithful, Chriet made no mistakes. Vhy, dear friends, we
gould go on speaking about the wonderful ways in which Christ is
better than Aoron, better than Moses, better thon everyone, -~ we oould
go on spedking of this till the end of our meeting, but I want to come
to our gecond point where we have the worde from Psalm 110, "after the
order of I‘elchisedec",

The word "lMelchisedec" mecns a king of righteousness, God
is so wonderful, He knows everything and can do everything os He
pleases, Vhen Ielchisedec was named Melchisedec, God had a lesson to
teach, It was not just a 'chance! thet Melchisedec was called by that
name, God woe giving a picture of the Lord Jesus, for the Lord Jesus
ig the real ilelchi ~ King, Zedek =~ of righteousness, the real King
of Righteousness, Furthermore, we are told that Melchisedec was o king
of (JERU)3ALE, ond that 1is the first mention of Jerusalem in. the
Bible, ond the Lord Jesus Christ is the One of Whom we read in con-
nection with the heavenly Jerusalem, and the earthly Jerusalem alike,
and Jerusolem meons 'peace!, Yes, He, Who is the King of Righteous-
ness hos mede peace by the blood of His cross, "After the order of
lelchisedec", these words stand out in Pealm 110, You do not read in
Gonesis of o priest before Melchisedec, or a priest after Melchisedec,
You do not read of Melchisedee offering sacrifices, You read of ifel-
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chisedec just coming forward as thé high priest of the ifost High God and
blessing Abreham, coming forward et the right time, and bringing Abrahan
those things which spoke of & sacrifice done, So the Lord Jesus, after
the order of Melchisedes, is the precious Priest Who comes forward at
the right time, and gives His people the Plessings because of a sacri=-
fice done, Melchisedec is not a priest to the king of Sodom, he is &
priest to Abraham, and the Priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ is for
His people, those who are brought near unto Him, after whom He looks
with such wonderful care,

This leads us on to think of the heavenly Holy Place or
Sanotuery, You remember how when God told Moses to make a tabernevle
He seid, "See that thou doet meke it after(or aocarding to) the pattern
(or picture) which was shown to thee in the mount", So there was a
PICTURE, or type, shown lMogses in the mount, A picture of what? Of what
Moses was to make? Yes, but more., A picture of something real in heaven,
So we have a real tabernaole in heaven; then the picture on the mount;
then the tsbernacle Moses made on earth, Three things, Do not think
it ptrange to speak of & heavenly tabernecle, Do we not read in the last
Book of Seripture of that which shows there is e heavenly tabernacle?
Does not the letter to the Hebrew Christians meke it clear that there
is a heavenly Holiest of all, a heavenly Tabernacle., Now if that be
so, if the earthly wasa picture of the heavenly, inthat way was it &
picture? Let us think of the earthly, first of all., A piece of ground
is merked off from that which surrounds, a piece of ground not so very
long, simply 100 cubits long, a cubit being ebout 18-21 inches, This
plece of lend is half as wide, - that is the court round about the
Tabernacle, In the middle of it there are simply three things. First
of all there is the tent, e building ebout 18 feet high, end three
times as long, Apart from that there is one large box about 5 feet
high, end about 8 feet long, and 8 feet broad, near the gate, In
between that large box, with its brass or copper glory, and the tent
there is simply the 'laver! es it is celled, the place from which
the priests wash when they go into GAJdlstent, Thus we find e court,
with, the altar, thie laver and the tent. hat is there in heaven to
do with those? Let us think, where vas the saorifice offered? In the
tent? NEVER! Lt was always offered nesr the door of the court on that
square covered with the copper, the altar, eglled the altar of burnt
offering., But where did the Lord Jesus die? On earth, - then on earth
is the oourt of the tabernacle, The court, I mean, of the heavenly
tabernaole, For all-these things were "pictures" of something else,

I believe that the altar which stood the same length and the same
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vreadth, and would not fall over, wesa picture of the perfect life

of the Lord Jesus; for on top the sacrifice was put,and on top of
Christ's life there was His death to finish it, It was from that altar
of burat offering that the smoke went up to God, to show God received
the sacrifice, And sowe have a picture of the life end death of the
Lord Jesus, The laver too was in the court, There was no laver in the
tabernacle, The laver speaks of washing, becaus there is dirt. No
laver is needed in the tabernacle, there is mo dirt within, Now I
think we can see at once that the court isa picture of earth, The
tent vhich is inaide thet courtyerd is & picture of heaven. There

is no sacrifice in heaven, There is no need of washing in heaven.
Thére is cleenesswithin, The eltar isa pioture of the Lord Jesys dying,
The laver isa picture of God's Truth, and shows God's people on earth
feeling their need of washing, The tabernacle is g picture of that
vhich is heavgly, and it has two rooms, Into one room no one must go
except the High Priest, end he only once a year, Of whet can that be
e picture in heaven? For all these things that Moses made were pic=-
tures of much with respect to the heavenly tabernacle, The inner room
with tiae throne in it, was surely a picture of God's throne in heaven,
Only one could go there, the high priest, Thus we have a picture of
the Lord Jesus going into the presence of God as the One Who had done
the work thet He came to do, and Who went back again to the gloxy
where God was, But wheat ebout that first room? It was the room into
which the priests went every day, The room where there was food, the
room where there was the lampstend, the room where there was the
incerige going up before God, the incense being a picture of prayer,
Surely here we have God's people, for they ere not an earthly people,
but & heavenly pedple! Are they not sitting in heavenly places in
Christ, and are not their minds to be on things above? Here is God's
people's room, and for those who are God's people, a nd who have died
a picture of paradise, - God's garden, - where they quietly rest
until the Lord Jesus Christ shall come back egain, The Lord Jesus
Christ,we lmow died upon earth, yet He went up into heaven, If you
had been asked about Aaron's priesthood in the court, end one had
gaid Aaron was the high priest and therefore went into the tabernscle,
what would you have replied? He wag & priest there but his speoial
priestly work, presenting to God, was inside the Holieat of all,

So with the Lord Jesug, He was not one of Aaron's priests on earth,
for He belonged to the family of Judah, from which tribe no man gave
any atiendance at the altar, But though He was not one of Aeron's
priestis on earth, He offered Himself without spot to God, He died,
nov only es the Sacrifice, but as the One Vho gave Himself up, and He
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was, therefore, the priest, So we can understend the words of Hebrews
8.4, "If He were on earth He would not be & Priest seeing that there
are priests that offer gifts &ocording to the law, vho serve wio the
example and shadow of heavedly things", There were eerthly priests on
earth when God's servent wrote this letter, end the gpostle says, If
Chrigt were on earth He could not, ordinarily, go into the temple, men
would not let Him in, not into the room vhere the priests went. But
where Soripture says, "If He were on earth He woulg not be a Priest",
it does not say that when He was on earth He wes not a Priest of a
heavenly tabernacle, He was, He was the Priest of the heavenly tabe-
ernacle, Who on earth offered up gifts and made THE sacrifice to God
in the 'court!, For we rerd in Hebrews 5 thet He offered up something
while on earth, then He was a Priest on eerth, but not a Priest of
Aaron's line, nor of Aaron's tabernecle or temple, He was & Priest Vho
offered up on earth prayers, whioh are pictured by the altar of
incense, for He was with His Father and could speak of Himself as,
the Son of man Who is in heaven, vhile on eerth. Through His life,
He offered up gifts, and when He died He offered up Himself, and then
went into heaven, riised up from the dead, to show thgt His work was
done, and Eis blood was welcome in heaven, the Great Sacrifice Who
had died for sinners, Who had gladly given up Himself for those who
were lost,

Our next point reminds us that people have made up their
own imitations of the Priesthood of the Lord Jesus, In the days of
Moses there were Korah, Dathen and Abiran, three men who set thenm-
selves againgt God, and Korsh wanted to go to God his own way. He
virtuzlly said he could do without Aaron, he dared to go himself, Now
at the present time there ere a number of people like Korzsh, and the
strange part about it is that those who are like Korsh often say that
other people are like Korsh, Perhaps some of you have come across those
who have said they are priests, and they heve implied that if anyone
hes not received power from them, or from others like them, there is
a likeness to Korah, but Korah's work was tiet he wanted to teke the
position of the ONE high priest, and every man who calls himself a
priest on earth is carrying out in some measure the gin of Korah by
attempting to take away the Priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ! We
read in Hebrews T that the Lord Jesus hes a Priesthood which is not
passed ON TO ANOTHER. It is & priesthood He has Himself; He offered
ONE Sacrifice, and no men can offer sacrifices for sins. Christ stends
alone, and if anyone tries to come in between the ginner and the Sav-
iour, that one is guilty of the sin of Ioreh, It is an awful sin %o
iare to go th God.one's own vay, It is an awftl sin to stop those vho
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wroulé go to God God's own way, It is an awful sin to try end alter God's
own way to Himself by the precious blood and Priesthood of the Lord
Jesus Christ, So we are sadly reminded that men always had his wicked
imitations.,

But you say, how about the pagsage that spesks of God's
people a8 & royal priesthood. Yee, dear friends, we praise God for that
verse, 1 Peter 2 puts it clearly, "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation", and again Revelation 1 pays God's people
have been made a kingdom of priests, But therégis speaking of those
vho are ALL priests, not simply of one class of men, saints are ALL
priests in several ways. Let us think of them, They are all priests
for they can all come neer to God, They are all priests.(I mean all
who are born again) for they are of the High Priest's femily, - "Behold
T end the children whom God hath given Me". They are &ll priests be-
cause in the words of Scripture they offer up SPIRITUAL sacrifices, and
that 'gpiritusl’ must not have the first three letters taken off, They
offer up SPIRITUAL sacrifices which are welcome to God by Jesus Christ,
That very term "spiritual sacrifices" shows they do not bring the
of ferings which are not spiritual, but they bring the fruit of their
1ips, the calves of their lips, a@s it is beautifully written in Hosea
14, All God's people are priests in this sense, not that they would
take Christ's position, but because they are made His people anhd there-
fore the love that God has to Christ, He has to them, end they cen ocome
near and they ere always welcome; for God will not love His beloved
Son end then turn awey from those who are in His beloved Son. Having
loved He keeps on loving them with & love that cannot be counted up, @
love that will not change, a love that draws them unto Himself, that
they can come boldly unto the Throne of grace, for they are royal
oriests and there they obtain mercy, and there they find grace to help
in time of need,

But, oh, dear friends, I went in closing, toa sk a gquestion,
and I .do want that each one should esk himself or herself this question;
The Question is on the paper in front of us, but I want it to be in the
ninds that are inside us, - "Have I an Advocate with the Father?" The
word 'Advocate' means 'one called to', Have I One Who has gone Into
heavea itself, there to appeer in the presence of God for me? I lmgw,
gurely you know, that we are g1l sinners, If I have no one &% God'd
right hend Who has met my sins, then I must feel afraid of God, If
ihere is no one Who.is up there in the glory to plead for me, I dd not
know hou T can go on another dey, for God Yho ie so grest and so holy
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will one day drive me awey from His presence for ever, - unless I have
Some One up there Who in God's law-court hos answered for me, and
answvers still, If He loses His position I must lose mine, but if T
have an Advocete with the Fpther, Who ever lives to plead for me because
He took my punishment; if I have this, God will not bring up my sins
again, which He has drowned ih the depths of the sea, God will not bring
back upon me the sins that are blotted out, or give me back the debt
that is cancelled, If Christ hos tden my place, and if He so lives to
plead for me, then I can be at rest, I can be at peace, I know that my
Redeemer liveth, There is not simply & chance about it, it is not only
o may-be, I cm SURE that I have passed out of death into life, and that
God having loved will keep on loving, for His love is everlasting, and
no one can stay His hand, or change His will, Beloved friends, I ask you
in God's Name, not gimply if you know something about the letter to the
Hebrews, not simply if you agree with what has been scid about the Lord
Jesus beirga Priest Who offered o perfect sacrifice, but I ~sk you, did
He offer that for you, and is He now at thé right hand of God for you?
Perhaps you say, How can I tell? If you heye been brought to feel your
gins, if you have been brought to the deep trouble over sin that mnkes
one at the end of oneself, if you have been brought to rest upon Him
as Saviour, Who took YOUR place, then you moy KNOW that He welcomed
you, as much, ye& more than you welcomed Him, When & sinner comes to
the Saviour with longing desires, there cre longing desires greater
thoen his, -~ the Saviour's degires %o the sinner. God's wonderful grace
is always more reaching out than the sinner's reaching out toward God!'s
grace, Indeed if we have gone to God because we have felt our need of
Him, if we have, 68 it were, leaped forward toward Him, it was beccuse
we were brought to have that within ws, by His grace, which His magnet
power drew to Himself, The iron filings leap toward the magnet, it

is not their leaping, and yet it is their leaping, but there is & power
thet capnot be seen, ‘he leaping ocan be seen, but the power that draws
cannot be seen, but it is the cause of the leaping, and if you and T
are brought to feel our sins and our need of the Loxd, it i His draw-
ing grace, cnd He does not draw to send awoy again, He does not take
in hand to drop out of His hand, He does not save to lose, He has

paid too great o cost, and His love is too real to change that whioh

is His wonderful everlasting plan, If you have been brought to feel
yours sins agoninst a Holy God, and if you see that punishment for
thousands of yenrs would be too good for you, that you deserved to be
punished for ever, if you haye been brought to such a view of self,

and then asa poor helpless sinner just to rest upon the Lord Jesus,
then you have an Advocate with the Iother, Jesus Christ, the Righteous.
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ot that you will want to go on sinning, for all things in your life
now are of God Who brought you from one place to another, that you might
belong to Him through Jesus Christ, Who has drawn you with His love,
and given you & new life that you might have new wishes, But, Oh, dear
friends, it is blessed as one goes through the world with its trials
and with its difficulties, and as one feels one's own failures, it is
blessed to say, not only was Christ o Priest for me in the past, but

He is o Priest for me in the gloxry now., He ever lives to plead for
those for whom He died, a5 the words of Isaish 53 bezutifully put it
with a certoin vorallel, "He bare the sin of many, AND made inter-
cession(a meeting plnces for the transgressors", His wonderful finished
work hae led to & work that is going on, and because of thatwork thet
is going on, we, if believing in the Lord Jesus shall see Him, and be
glorified with Him, The things of God are blessed indeed, All the
things of earth are as nothing to be compared with them, May we, if
saved by the Lord Jesus, live rejoicing in His fear, rejoicing in Him,
but if we cannot say He is ours, oh that we may be troubled till at our
wit's end, we are brought to rest an Him,
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