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"JESUS TS THE CHRIST T:3 SOK OF GOD

Before epproeching our subject, dear friends, I would
like to refer to the apparent omission of verse 7 in 1 John 5,
One alwoys dreds lest there should be a misunderstanding of any-
thing ag to God'swords. How verse T is perfectly true doctrine,
God the Father, God the Son, ond God the Holy Spirit pre e God,
yet that verse is not in the oldest menuscripts of the Scripture
but was evidently put in the margin by an ammotator, thinking
that it wes a beautfful parallel with the three witnesses on
earth to say there were three witnesses in heaven,

As it is, therefore, o human comment, however beautiful
be the teaching cf it, we comnnot put it on o level with the words
of God, hence the omission, e do not wish for a moment to omit
the teaching of it, we rejoice in it, we rejoice that from the
beginning to the end of Scripture there is & strese on the triune
noture of our glorious God, But this verse is merely a human
addition in this place, Moreover, Im inclined to think thet
like all human cdditions it hinders “he real argument being
clearly seen, Verse 6 re~ds cn to vorse 8. Tnh verse € we heve
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the water and the blood and the Spirit, and thet goes on to verse
8 with a beautiful link, In verse 6 we behold the Lord Jesus
Christ, going through baptism, and dying, ond the Spirit witness-
ing, In verse 8 ve have "There ore three that besr witness in
earth, the Spirit, the water and the blood", lMoreover, I am not
gure thut in this congxt it is quite accurate to speak of the
Spirit betring recard in heaven, It seems that this context is
dealing wit2 the Spirit of God as heving come down to earth to
bear record, cnd that the interpolation of men in verse 7 profess-
ing and intending perhops to honour the Holy Spirit really puts
into the background His beautiful work of witnessing, to continue
the work of the Lord& Jesus Christ on this enrth,

One step further, -~ I am sure that the thought of wit-
nessing in hecven is before us ot all in this paesage. Witnessing
is usually o term that belongs to earth(and of course the word
BEAR RECORD is the same @s the word BEAR WITNESS). So we see how
that man mey put right doctrine in o wrong place, and so inad-
vertently cover up the fulness of the teaching of our gracious
God, Nevertheless I would repent, it is right doctrine that God
the Fother, God the Son end God the Holy Spirit are one God, That
is perfectly true doctrine, and we rejoice to believe, but the
verge muat be omitted because it was evidently not in the original
manuscripts but is the comment of a maon,

fiow we come to our subject for this evening:- Jesus is
the Christ the Son of God, The title is o Scriptural title, and
we look back to John 20,31, There we read that what was written
in the Gosvel wos writter that readers might believe that Jesus
is the Christ the Son of God and that believing they might have
life through His Yame, Here we have brought before us the object
of this portion of Scripture, ~ and indeed every portion of
Scripture in some way centre round the Person and work of the Lord
Jesus, He soid conoerning Moses, "Moses wrote of Me", end agein
of the Scriptures generally, ~ THESE ARE THEY WHICH TESTIFY CF ME.
And the later Scriptures of course sre full of Himself, So that
whether we speak of the earlier portion or that which is later,
we may find, os He Himself did, in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself, The Scripture without Christ would not be
the Scriptures, He Who is ocentral in the view of heaven in Rev-
elation, Ee Who is central in the gathering of His redeemed, one
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"IN THE MIDST", He is in the midst of thewrd of tmuth, I want
Just to toke it this evening first of all as a personal exhorta-
tion and encouragement to believers secondly, as a witness oonm
cerning the way of Salvation to any vho do not know the Loxd,
thirdly, as o testimony sgainst Judaism, and fowrthly, as a
Divine attack on what I might just summarize as Gnosticism, an
early creed againgt the Truth, which I hope to explain more
fu.lly. .

1. Let us take this possoge, this statement, this
definition as it applies to those of us who know the Neme -of the
Lord, with its comforting and instructive power. Definitions
are not dry definitions to those wio know the Lord - The *ord
was God; God is a Spirit; Jesus is the Christ; the Life wos.the
Light, These definitions with which John's Gospel and the epistle
abound, - these definitions are precious food to us, "GOD IS.LOVE!
is not only a text for our wall but o text in our heart, and "GOD
I5 LIGHI" is not only o stotement of fact, but a realization, So
is it with this definition, Jesus is +the Christ the Son of God,
This is full of encouragement to those of us who know and re-
joice in His worthy Nome, We are like Peter, flesh and blood
did not reveal Christ unto him but the Father Who is in heaven,
And 1ike Peter, we reply, these words with a certain exultation -
THOU ART THE CHRIST T-E SON OF =3 LIVIG GOD. JESUS IS THE
CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, For this gtatement brings héme to our
hearts that the One Who walked this earth, despdedd end rejected
of men, was the Anointed of God, ho had come es anointed Prophet
to tell the Truth, as amointed Priest to make & sacrifice, ard
Who will return as Anointed King that He mejy have the glory which
is His, and which we, by grace, shall share, with Him, Oh %o be
faithful in view of that Day,

JESUS IS THE CHRIST TiE SO OF GOD, Ve do not believe
& mere man., Jesus is the Christ the SO of God, He is essent~
ially God, Ve rejoice and should rejoice more, forwhen we praise
most we are assured of our praiselESS-ness, Ve delight and
would delight more in the precious fact that underlies this
statement, thot the One Vho came down to the depths of sgerifice
end suffering was none other tha: the Lord of glory, the Scn of
God Himself, Our hearts feel that we have no need to be ashahed
of suchs Saviour, but we have nezd to e nshamed of these who
need such & Saviour, even of ourselves, Our hearts feel that we
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have in these words an assurance of a personal security, Oux
salvation does not depend on a mental doct®ine, our eternal
blessing is not holding to & mere !thing!.

JESUS IS THE CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, Precious were the
prophets whom God sent to Israel, but when the people,said that
He wae Jeremich or one of the prophets, they missed the nark,
and they lost the Divine teachingy He is the Christ the Son of
God. The Prince of the prophets, ond above the prophets, the
Glorious Saviour, Who has so graciously saved us, with o con~
descension and might which have no parallel and can have no equal,
But how important it is to go & step further, end to seek by
grece to apply these words to any who may not know the Loxd with
the assurance of having passed out of death into life, JESUS IS
'THE CHRIST THE SON OF GOD ip the messnge that we have to give
those in whose heart God has begun to work, we tell them facts,
not theories, and facts concerning a Person, and not merely ¢
gystem or a creed, Jesus is the Chriet the Son of God. God hos
fulfilled His word, Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, Jesus
wos not merely on example Vho walked this earth, but the Saviour
ho came to this earth, Not merely & hero, but the Redeemer, not
merely a great mgn, but the God-man, JESUS IS THE CHRIST TEE SON
0T GOD. Thus there is & salvation that He has wrought, ond His work
is sufficient for all who feel their need cf it, their need of
Him, e do not invite to & prophet, great though that prophet may
be, but to the Son of Ged, and if anyone feels something of a
'logtness! and something of & hopelessness there is musioc and a
reminder of merit, even eternal and divine merit in these prec-
fous words JISUS 1S THE CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, Cthvrwise Scrip-
ture would be confusion, o nd we should have no ring of certainty
in the Gospel we preach, but becouse JiSUS IS THE CHRIST TEHE SON
OF GOD we have no uncertninty in the precious Gospel of Christ,
the Gospel of our salvation, Ve are atle to invite helpless
ginners to One Who is fully competant to the work that He under-
took, and He not merely undertook it, but carried it through, and
he ever lives to plend its merits, But our wonderful Saviour is a
Saviour Who ie sufficient, snd efficient, for all who feel their
need ond desire, by grace, to avail themselves ¢f Him, Chriet is
the Foundation of the Gospel, the Background for the Gospel, the
Gospel Himgelf,

(to be continued, if the Lord will)
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"IHE THTNGS CONCERNING HNSERR Part 3,

"JESUS IS 7 I CHRIST THE SON OF GOD
" (Continued)

We go a #tep further, apart from the genernl witnese
to the one who feels himself or herself lost, there is o peculior
witness to Judaism in this statement. I have no doubt that the
Holy Spirit through John meant this peculiar witness when the
Gospel of John wos penned. There were many of Israel about, and
the writer wos on Israelite by birth himself, and many of them
of Israel shrank from the idet.thet lMessish hnd come, they be-
Ieved in a Messioh as some of Israel still do, They acknowledged,
mgny of them, that the Messigh would be the Son of God, though
denying this to-day, for Judeism has drifted further and
further from the Truth, as every religion without the Lord
gbiding in it, Thus John as Poul his brother apostle went to
these Hebrews to bring before them the evidences of the Messigh-
ship of Christ, and the Gosnpel of John wae written with that
object, to show Christ as the Jessiah, to show thet the Lord
Jesus wos not merely a Saviour of Gentiles, but the promised
Megaiah of the earlier Soriptures.

You recollect how Paul went forth ministering:the
word, and in the synagogue dealt thus, - Opening snd alleging
that Christ must needs have suffered, first point; end xisen
from the dead, second point; and that this Jesus Whom I preach
unto you ig Christ, third point. A precious dividing of the sub-
ject in ministering to Isrnel, The first point to be proved is
that the Messish must needs suffer, - that ocan be proved from
the sacrificial possages, and from portions as Isaiah 53, That
He must rise again from the dead - Isaieh 53 and Psclm 16 dem-
onstrete this. Then having proved the oharacter of the Messich
the next point is to prove that there is Someone Who has come
Who has fulfilled that charccter, here was Poul!s third point,

Tye Gospel of John yme written with the some object
and with God's glory in thct object, even that some by grace
might see thet "Jesus is the Christ the Son of God", That
Jesus ig the Messiah, In accord with this the whole of the
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Gospel of Joln is fromed, Ve find, for example, in the first chapter
John dei-ing that he was the Messiah, but pointing out Someone else,
In John 2 we find the beginning of miracles that the Lord Jesus did,
to manifest His glory., In John 3 we have o teacher of the Jews,
even llicodemus who came to acknowledge Christ as a Rabbi, but noth-
ing more, ond he went away apparently silenced, for we do not read
that Nicodemus ever answered the Lord's word to him at the end,
Later on in the book we find Nicodemus eaying @ word oxr two in dem
fence of the Loxd Jesus at the end of chapter 7, and, further, we
find finglly in John 19,39 Nicodemus coming to help in the burial

of the Lord Jesus, You see hoy the Gospel traces the history of Nic-
odemug, He thinks Christ is o Rabbi first, he goes a step further,
he says "ear thils Man, do not condemn Him unheard", Then he severs
himself from the others of Israel, and nssociales himself with the
rejected Lord Jesus, So we get a Jew1sh teacher being brought to
acknowledge that Jesus is the Messiaoh., You can almost trace Nico-
demus' line of thought, and the woay God dealt with Nicodemus through
this Cogpel. It is a faint cutlined biography of Nicodemus to show
how a Jewish teacher was brought to recognize hat Jesus was the
Messioh. Then we find the 4th chapter has the woman of Semarig who
gaid "Wo K0T THAT MESSTAH GOMETH", The Lord Jesus demonstrated to
her that ie was Mesgiah, Then we find the miracle of John 5, cnd
the subsequent mirecles of John's gospel to demonstrate Chris*'s
glory at Jerusalem ptrticularly; for the man who had been lying 38
rearg, and the man born blind and Lazarus y:re all brought to these
niracles at or near Jerusalem, Ve have Christ's demonstration ot
Jerugalem that He was the lMessiah, so the Gospel of John woe a Gos-
pel tract for circulation anmong the Jews for evidence that Jesus was
the Messioh(cs the term CHRIST signifies), the Son of God(John 20,
31), And we moy well use that Gospel in the same way still, es a wit-
ness to that poor nation of Israel concerning the precious Lord
Jesus in Vhom we believe,

But the book went further, There came obout at the- time
John lived tihe begimiing of a very subtle teaching., I have charact-
erized it as CGnosticism, and eqid that this verse is g witness
pgainst Gnosticism, Gnosticism meens knowledge, and there became at
the time of John ond for some considerable period cfterwards a
certiin knowledge-party who claimed to have a monopoly of knowledge,
although divided into various sects and divisions which 2ll hod a
kinship one to the other, aul alludes to -them in the epistle to
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the Colossians where he speaks of these vho were intruding into
vorious things, and who adopted o worshipping of angels,

Gnosticism briefly involved o belief in certain
emanations, as men viewed them so that certein powers were sup-
posed to emanate and come forth fron God, which they celled
'eons', - The word which is transloted AGES, The Holy Spirit
through Paul tokes up this word in various epistles; see also
the anonymous epistle to the Hebrews, which is the witness of the
Holy Spirit, and may be Paulls ministry. Men spoke about these
different eons and gave them names os 'life! and 'light!, Thus
the Holy Spirit takes up the word with o contrast - THROUGH WEOM
ALSO HE MADE THE EONS. God as it were tzkes the very words out
of the mouth end uses it in & Divine and different way, emphas-
ising that Christ is Greater than all creatures, He made the eons,
the ages, which men misconstrued into semi-gods, - theds: were
the fallen cngels whom they worshipped. Jominally true angels,
actually demoniacal angels, For every worship that is not the
true worshipping of the Lord goes off to the worshipping of an
evil angel. May I just illustrote this? Toke heathenism, an
idol is nothing in the world, yetthe things that the nations sac-
- rifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God, says Poul,

Thus though en idol is nothing, behind the idol there is o demon
and the idol worship which is given to the lump of wood or st’ne
in intention, is actually attracted to the demon who is behind
that mere imege, and who wants to drow worship to itself. Take
spiritunlism, so called, in which there is a professed dealing
with those who are departed from this wordd, Soripture shows
that it is a dealing with evil angels, aad thus o worshipping of
such, ffe find a reference to it even Zefore the flood; in Genesis
6, where there wos o link with evil angels, and Grosticism was

a woshipping of ongels, As we have noted men said that one

of these angels was LIFE an another was LIGHT, John takes up the
words ~ IN HIM WAS LIFE AND THZ LIFS WAS THE LIGHT; they were
nanes of (ne and He was greater thon all creation,

Let no one, says the apostle, let no one lead you

astray, With what? Ah, he says, let no one lead you @tray through
philosophy, the love of wisdom, [ony liked the ide& of wisdom
ond & wisdom party, Again he says, "In Christ are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge", - scnother enswer to this know-
ledge party, who boasted of their nrofound lmowledge, In Christ
tre all these things, This party, of couxzse, denied the atoning
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death of the Lord Jesus Christ. But how could they deal with it?
They wanted to accept cerfain perts of Seripture, How then could
they get rid of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ? Ah, they said,
Jesus wos.a mon, upon that mon after his boptism there come on
eon, one of their favourite expressions, and thot eon they regord-
ed o8 Christ, Then they added that theeon left Him just before

He died, so that it wos only & man Jesus who died on the ‘cross,
nothing nore than thet, and they turned to the Scripture, which
the evil heart can always pervert, They misused the expression
MYy God, 1y God, why hast Thou forsaken Me" They imagined some
eon had left thut Man who wag hanging on the 4ross. Thus they dis-
tinguished Jesus ¢nd Christ, and made Jesus man, and Christ Divine,
the humaz heort always likea to pry into myateriea and to explain
them in self's own way and to separate vhat God has joined,

Tou will not be surprised to henr that these same people
geparated God and the Creator of the world. They said in effect - The
world conteins a lot of evil, therefore the Creator of the world
ig different from the real God, He is only one in-between who hes
made it. They separated what God has formed, You will not be sur-
priged next to hear that they also seporated the older Scriptures
and the later Scriptures, yes, what God had joined, they put apart,
and 8o they separtted that wonderful incomprehengible and glorious
pergon of our beloved Lord, as Christian Science tnd Ryssellism
ginfully divide Him today, for they contain revived Gnosticism,
They hod the colour of wisdom in the way in which they quoted some
distorted frogmente of Scripture glibly for what they affirmed,
Now John felt the awful blusphemy of this teaching, ond in answer
to it he wiinessed o8 we hyve here in the first epistle - THIS
IS HE WO CAIT THROUGH WATER AND BLOOD, JESUS THE CHRIST, Not in
the water only, wut in the water and blood and it is the Spirit
Thot witnesseth, you see the force of thnt. Thigs is He Who come
through weter, Jesua the Christ wes the Chrisi before He possed
through the water of beptism, THROUGH the water, and THROUGH the
blood, Christ when He died, Jesus the Christ, not in the water
only, (the woter of baptlsmj but in the wader and in the blood,

He made on ttoning work end it is the Spirit That witnesseth, Men
said that the dove who came down to witness was Christ, No, says
John, Christ wis in the water being baptised, it is the Spirit
That witnesseth, It was the Holy Spirit who oame down on that
wonderful periect Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. Then John adced
“ind ' thore fvn three +hht are keeping on bearing witness in the
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earth!, He did witness then, but e keeps on bearing witness
to the wnity of the person of ChIlBu, and if there is any denial
of that wondrous unity of the person of Christ, then the doctrine
is a doetrine of dcmons, and of aeduc*ng splrlts. Tt is not of
the Spirit of God, There-nre three that keep on bearing the wit-
ness that Jesus is the Christ, for the water of baptism declares
that a perfect Saviour has borne wrath for simners, If Christ

had not died for me under wrath, my boptism is mere child’s play,
merely a theatrical performence, but if ile took wrath for me, my
baptism is a type of ¢ wondrous foct. The Spirit and the wnter
8till bear witness, and the blood 5till bears witness, ihat
blood is bearing witness on earth? Is there material blood
bearing witness on earth? No, but Ze said concerning the Cup of
blessing which we bless, "This is ¥y blood of the New Covenont",
This still becrs witness, The cup at the Lord's table bears wit-
ness to the unity of the person of Chriet, If He was simply a
mon Jesus who died as an example, away with the Lord's tabel! but
if He was One Vho took wrath for me, then that blood poured out
thot is pictured in the fruit of the vine ot the table of the Lord
is o constant reminder to my heart that Ee wes not merely a man,
but the Christ of God, the Substitute for guilty sinners:- and
so that baptism, and the fruit of the vine at the Lord's table
keep on bearing witness; and 1 John 5 adds "These Three ozree

in one" or rather literally, -~ These Three are toward the unity,
~ undoubtedly toward the unity of the Lord's people, but that

1s not the chief thought ~ toward the unity of the Person of
Christ, These Three, the Spirit and the ‘/oter and the Blood de-
clore that Jesug is the Christ; here is the unity, not two Per-
sons, The gnostics taught a duality, but these three are toward
the unity, and set forth that Jesus is the Christ,

Perhaps someone says, But what is the velue of all
such teaching now? He may say or she moy say, I have of Jen read
the epistle of John, and I never needed to kmow that to get food
for my heart and soul, No, dear fellow saved one, of course not.
God does not make your knowledge of false teaching a necessity
before you can receive a blessing from Zis words, His words are
food to every one of His people in every circumstance, and He
hos so arranged that the very contraversial portions of Seripture
are exceedingly devotional, and a controversy that is mere words
is & poor thing before God. Well, one nay sty, VWhpt is the good
of bringing up all these old blasvhemous tecchings? These old
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blogphemous teachings have never been buried, At the present time
we can find sect after sect which is re~introducing the teaching
thot separates Jesus and Christ, which mckes out they are two dis-
tinct persons, You moy not have come ccross the false teaching;
if sa, you can praise God for being spared from coming coross some
of the abominations of today, but that teaching has been found in
much literature, and in much preaching; - to separate Jesus ond
Christ. 4nd why? To take awoy from the atoning efficacy of His
finished work, Anything will Satan do to tokw awey that precious
hlood of the Lord Jesus which is such & sure resting place of

His redeemed ones, It is amazing to think that any con be led
astray for one moment with on open Bible to think that Jesus is
distinet from the Christ, "Jesus is the Christ", is the uttercnce
of the Gospel of Johm, "Jesus ie the Christ" is the utterance of
his epistles, "Jesus is the Christ" is 'the witness of the apostle,
and throughout the whole of Scripture the same teaching ond thus
the lame comes in its fulness THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, And this
just shows us how Scripture was written to meet every possible
difficulty that may come across the path of a child of God, Ve
shall encounter false teaching es well as false practice if we nre
the Lord's people, ond to whom can we turn for instruction in this
matter? e have theword of God to enticipate everything that is
wrong and refute it. God's words are not only to guide us as to o
few things, but ae to everything. There is not & false teaching
to be found today which is not dealt with in the word of God, Our
eyes ore blind in measure if we do not see the fulness, and the
appreprinteness of the word of God, applied by the Spirit,

Tf, a8 it is sadly probable, we shall come across those
who deny this wondrous teaching, let us not listen %o their pleus-
ible longuage, let us not be attracted by anything that they suggeet
or propose. As soon 68 o man denies the plain statement of Scripture
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, let us beware lest we be engulfed
in doctrine that is against God, Let us be jealous for the person
of Him"hose Name we bear, There is even danger in curiosity, there
ig a donger in natural desirve for something fresh; if we want some-
thing fresh, much of the word of God hes heen forgotten, We can find
enough that is truly fresh there, Le? us not be attracted to scme-
thing which squnds plousible, but resting.our faith on Divine etate-
mentd, Divine definitions, Divine declarations, let us mantain the
whole of the truth of God, which is at once His revelation and the
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pledge of salvotion, and our joyous confession,

JESUS IS THE CHRIST THe SOY OF GOD! To sum up, here is
the resting place for our faith ot gll times. God has kept His
word, the lMessiah has cone, the Saviour of sinners was not a mere
man but very God, Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, here is the
witness that is to be given, without nmadification, to poox Iserael,
We are not to meet them on their level, but to tell them of God's
way of salvation, Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God - here is
God!'s answer to "knowledge", falsely so-ctlled; here is God!'s
answver to those who would separate 1euperaon of Hie beloved Sonm,
We know that Chpist become Man, and tha¥°was God, but we dare not
ever Seek to reflne tway the stntenenua of Scripture to explain
the union of these two natures, ie lmow that He was God-Mon, yet
a8 to His humanity He was the Son of man i/ho IS in heaven, ond,
ts to His Godhead, we read of the church of God which He hath pur-
chaged with His own blood, So wondrously entwined ere the Godhead
and the Humanity of Him Who is God hHlessed for ever, and the Nan
Christ Jesus, - so wondrously tre they entwined in that wondrous
personelity, that we dread almost to snetk of the two natures of
our beloved Lord in o way of our ow:, lest we would sever or
confuse, Rather must we keep to the lenguoge of Seripture, for
His glories, His nature, His salvation, Xis everything, are be-
yond mere notural understanding, and cre more a call to our praise
then a call to our defining,

Oh that we might not ot anr time be token off our guand
to become mere reasoners, God's definitions ore always devotional,
and this portion of truth as the apostle adds, was set forth, that
believing there might be life, and the joy of it. The more that
truth is grosped in the enabling of the Holy Spirit, the more will
gpiritual life be enjoyed to the praise and the gloxy of Him Who
has given such a wondrpus salvation,
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