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6. Errors Prayerfully Considered.

4s far as possible, you know, beloved friends,
sub jects suggested by those who come to these meetings are
brought before us, and I went everyone to feel perfectly free
to suggest a subjoet, though there must be a selection according
to the general profit. ind, furthermore, if subjects are
proposed concerning which those who hear the Yame of Christ are
sadly severed at the outset, we must make up owr minds to realise
the Truth is more important than all else, and that it befits us
to seek to know the Truth even if the Truth cuts all our

favourite theories away from us. Certainly it will not cut
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aviny our foundation if we are in Chir'ist Jesus, nor will it out
away our Guide Boolr is by grnee we aclmowledge the Serintures.
Nor will it bake away our Teacher, if in the merey of God, Wwe
realise the tender and ef feoctual leading of the Holy Snirit.
fhe auvbjeet before ve this evening is vndoubtedly devotional,
but we shall also find in it much that will search our hemsrts,
nor am I desgirous that we ghould gather together without a
meagui'e of pain. Yieetinga in which thrre are only conscious
bleasings without pain and heart-seaching are usually very Door
in their results, We neod heartesearching whenever the Truth
is brought bvefore us, At the outset it 1g our privilege to
realise our Lord's devotedness to uws. He wae so glorious,
dwelling in wondrous brightnesc, One "he was altogether wonder-
ful before He became ow favieur. It is not that He hag been
ralsed to glory for the firat tiwe because of His saving work,
He went back to the glory that Fe had bdbr'e the world wes; frem
the beginning He wae God, yet thousgh He was gloricue He was
devoted to ue. This is the more remarkable because thore was no
beauty in men that He showld desire them, yet, alas, the One in
Yhom was all heauty they did not regesrd ps beautifui, and though
He might well have urated them as lepers, they dared to treat
Him ns an ouvtcaste. The wonderfulness of EHis love ics geen in this
connection, for there was nothing worthy in boor guilty sinneors
among wnoin He deigned to dwell, nothing inherently oreclous in
thoee for whom He deigned to die. lot one of ur cen asy that

he was something, for if mercy has rrached to wvws, it is “OVEREIGN

mercy. We wore children of wrath even as others,got the Lord
was devoted to us. PFurtherioire, Hie dovotedness ls remarkable
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in that He did not need us. Fefore Him angels bowed down, and
if indesd men had reohelled, Fe could heve ereated myriads more in
a moment of time. He wag not dependent unen us for servico, for
He needed not snything. Ho wae not denendent on ng as ercatures for
lo liad unfallen ereatuwresa; but thouzh so wondrously independent of
us, lle was pleasoed, in His own compaarion, to hehold ue, ruined by
the fall, and love wus, though we were wnlovely, and bz dovoted to
ue, so that He drew back from nothing, - HHe went through a life of

strain to a death of agony, for guilty eriminals. Ie WAS devoted

to ua., Beloved frionds, how cen we sum it un in a few words?

He WAS devoted to us, Yes, when He sald, "Lo I cowme, in the volume
of the boolk it is written of me I delight to do Thy will, 0 7Y God."
He was devoted to ues vhen despised andé rejected of men, a lan of
gorrows ané knowing grief. He was devoted to us when He set His
face ag a flint end journeyed south te Jerusalem, well knowing that
there was Gethsemsne, and, beyond it, Calvary. He was devoted to us
when bearing the sins of simners in lHis own body on the tree. He
eried "My God, Iy God, Why hast Thou forsaken He?" He was devoted
to us when, in that wondrous triumph, the words sounded forth,

"It has been finished", and when, raised again, He amscoended un

into glory, He was devoted to uwe. Having loved His own Ile still
loved and stilil loves, and, devoted teo us, He lives to intercede and
to remember those who ofttimes forget Him. On the right hand

of the Father in transceddent glory, amid a magnificence that has

no earthly equal, He never forgets the smell and trivial concerns

of llis worthless people. Such l1s the power of eternal grace,

such is the wondrousness of Almightly love, and such is %the



4,
devotedness of Christ. Beloved friends, everything wmakes a back-
ground for His love, snd the strange fact is that those of us who
have felt the warmth of His love, love Him so little. Though He
is the Altogether Lovely One, and the Chiefost among ten thouveand,
though we should set our minds continually uvon Him, those minda
are often away lrom Him. We think of the things thet feil and
get our thoughts won the attractlons of earth. Why is it that
He longs to meot us more than we long to meet Him? thy e it Bast
thet e is expeeting to behold Hir people glorified more mesrmestly
than they are exnecting to behold Him Vho 1ia glorified? Surely
when we have such wonderful devotion, and when our heloved Lord
deigne to daosire to spend His time unon ue, it is more than wn-
befftting in door ereatures of the dust saved by sovereigh grace
to draw back and desire not His comoany. 0f old, His delights
were with the sons of men, and now ile says, "Ve are liv friends, if
ve do whatsoover I gomand vou." Vho can measure any of earth's
friendshios. or these frinnﬂshinsﬂi;togp‘hrr, a2 to be companed
with the friendship of Christ? Yet we put aside Christ for men,
snd put nside heavenly things for those of earth. Vain and
fonlish 1= our chnice, but there is still forgiveness with our
God THAT HE MAY BRE FTARED.

On the background of His devotedness we come to ponder,
deur fitends, godliness 1In the life, and ites chesp counterieit.
Godliness, what is it? The word so renderod in the Serintures
ofton weans "reverence". Reverence is indeod a large portion

of godlines=s, even in the wider way in vwhich we now understand

the word. INor can there be any ungodliness when there is TRUE
and real reverence. I man thrre connot be any ungodlineas
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aclkmowledged, allowed, annroved or oxalted, Raverence for God,
ﬂow deo ply precious thle is! Godliness, n concern to pDlease our
God and to be 1like His beloved Son in all things! Godliness in
the LIFR! e are not our own if we belong to Christ. Bought
with a price we find service a privilege, ot least it should be
our deslre to reallise this mere and more. e have no indevend-
once, at least, no avproved indepondonco. todlinesa should he
seen in the LIFE. w4arn not to be Christians for one day a

week, we are not te be Christisns in one or two acta of service.

I mention this the more emphatlcally before referring to Tne
Lord's Suooer. Baptism wnd the Inrd's Suppar are solern privil-
eges, but baptism and the Lord's Supoer can naver take the place
of the Lord, nor can baptism and the Lord's Supper talce the place
of a 1ife of godliness. . We are not to view "aects" as the whols
life. If they mean anything they are the expres=ion of an
eXperienca in the Holy Snirit. Baptiem and the Lord's Zupper
allke suggest the experience of vital union with our exalted Lord,
for bapntism symbolizing death spoaks of resurrection, and the
Lord's Supper typifies a partaking of and a feeding on Himself.
Godliness in the LIFE 1is deenly important. We shouvld be lmowm
as Christiens not =imoly hy our words, but by ow mactivities.
"If enyone is in Christ, thers is a mew creation, old things
passed away, new thinge camse to pass, and all things ere out

from God." The natural pride should be laid low. The hasty
temper should be subdued. The love of indulgence should be
brought down before Christ. The whole 1ife should be altered,

for grace deecs not merely affect our hearts and our minds, but
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our whole being, and salvation by grace is meant to wmark us out
as distinet from a ruined world, in which we are found as nilgrims
and witnessea. DBut the cheap counterfeit of godliness ia very
cCoOmmOon . In the words of 1 John 3, it exoresses itself rather by
what 1s sald than by vhat 1e¢ done. "Let usz lovenot in word,
and in tongue, but, in deed and in truth," There iz much pgod=-
lineas nominally, godliness which is only in word and in tongue,
and this is an abomlnatlon bhefore the Lord. It mey look very
pious, Before others, ejaculatlons of nraise such as “flallelujah"
may often escape the line, there mey be hymn singing all the days
of the week, there may be a readiness to be the first to lead in
orayerr, and all the tive n shallow experience, or even no exoerience
at all, of what it is to be "in Christ Jesus." This is a poor
counterieit. It is base metal, Tnless our godiness will stand
the test of dally 1life, unless it will stand the test of all
'oﬂpnaition, hatred, bitterness, unkindne=ss, misrepresentation,
irriteting details, - unless owr godliness will ebide this commlex
tost, thore is s mething defective. Do not think, beloved
frisnda, that any one of vas osn dare to take the standard of
saying, "I am godly, and I am entirely free from this chean
counterieit." Burely spealter and hearers alile nust be bowed
dovn before God to realise how much of the imitation mars th=t
which is a reality. That our heavenly Father has blessged usz with
all spiritual blesaings in Chriast, we know; that we have all
encouragements to live godly in this wxesent world, we imow;
that there are desires in our hearts after the Lord snd that

we do certain actions to vpleaso Him, we gratefully kmow, yet
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have we nothing to boast; we Tallshort of the glory of God;
we falter, and, though we do not Dlead for ungodliness, we are
obliged to aclnowledge that there is something of ungodliness
in our varied activities:- when tested by His standard, "hose
eyes are as a flame of fire. e are not pleasing the Lord ALONE.
The flesh seoks to masert itselfl, nor do we always lead it in
absolute slavery, but the Lord giveth more grees, and it si for
us to seelk to war against this chenn ecounterfelt, both in ourselives
and in others. Real godliness 1ia "eaxrensive. " Wa must lLay
aside every wailght, and the sin which doth zo ocasily baesot us.
If we would rmm with patience we cannct be burdenad with our own
natural choleces. KReel godliness 1s hardworking, real godlinesrs
is oostly, if we are to buy the truth and sell it not, we muet pay
something for it We never buy grace, but we buy the Truth. 1t
is indeod important that those who have received the gift of graes
should know what it is to spend their all, and to be spent, that
they may be those who are godly witnessesz asmid a ruinsd werld. if
we hunger and thirst after righteousners, we must expact to fenl
huwngery and thirsty. In other words, godliness without pain is
only a cowmterfelt. There iz a real struggle, though thsat
struggle 13 not by human energy; there 1is a real losg though that
loss is of umholy, or at least dangerous, encumbi'ances. There must
be 2 giving up, yet how can we call it a "giving un" vhen we
have resme ct unto the rocomnense of the reward? If we loss
RBegypt we lose tinsel, if we have Christ we have pure gold.  all

things ere in Him, and all things are linked with Him, it is for

us therefore to seok after godiinezs, though 1t means the world's
Te jection.
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A SPIRITUAL HOME. You will netiee an error in our
tyvewritten outline which may suggest a blessing. Wwridently
the misenelt word suggests both "Spiritval” and "Serivtural”
and we have an amnlgamatlon of the two. Indeed these words
are amalgamated in the experionce of any who lmow the Lord. ir
we would be Spiritual we must bs Serintural. If we would be
Geriotural we must be Spirituval: we cannot have the onas without
the other. A Hoiritual Heme. I would lay a stress upon this in
two eonneetions. Firat, becaure godlinesr in the Individual 1ife
ia to be followad by godliness in the home before there 1ls the
breaking of bread to the glory of (God, Secondly, becausa & n
assembly of savaed ones 1g mmeémlarpged home. A Spiritual Home. Oh
that we might have godlinese therein! Hot all of us have the
sama responsibilitiea; there are some nNresent vho are heads of
households, and upon them are peculiar reesponsibilities in their
peculiarly difficult sthere. To narente are entrusted vast
rasponsibilities which cannot be ensilv over-castimated. We find
in Deuteronomy 6 a beautiful view of a spiritusl home, as far as
it was possible beafore there was the revealing of the Lord Jesus
Christ. These words, saith the Scrinture, are to be in the hearsg,
but not only so, there is to he the talking of thnn&lhe house, not
only at night but in the morning, not only when sitting dowm but
also when walking by the way. There is to be talking to the
children, and not the strange oninion, "We are afraid lest ws
give them too much religion." There is a danger of mere "relizion",
but there is not a danger of too much of Chriast. Talking about

the Lord is here brought before us as in the home. The wost
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difficult plmoo oftentimes for conversetlon, insasmuch as In
the home there are negessary detalls, and there is a {requency
of seaing one another, and these things tend %o rob %the home
commmion of 1ts sanctity and lmmortanceo. When we meet o
fellow=-believer once o year we naturally speal with him
gniritunlly. But godlinaese is to be merked, (Oh that we might
all foel this more!) - godlinese 18 to bo marked in connecticn
with TINY thinge and OFT-R'PRATED things. It ia natural to

make lass apiritual those netlone whleh are frequently
reproduced, but God is equal to this mmd te every omergency.
While sveaking of a soiritual home, may I remind you of John 1l.
that attractive home of Mary and Martha and Lazarus? ind yet
more definitely of 1 Timothy & where, as in Titus 1, we seoe that
power in a home precedes power in a gathering of saved ones.
Unless thore is power In the home there cannot be well Dleasing
oversight in the gathering. 1t is oasy to blame others for
failure, but the words sound out wery definitely that the bishop
migt be one ruling well his own houwse. The word "bishon" is, as
you know, "overserr," and Titus 1 declares more definitely, "If
any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having believing
children' (so the word signifies) "not accused of riot, or in-
gubdordinate." Hers we see the stevping stone to uwsoefulness,
amongz the Lord's neople, is usefulness in the Home. ih, it is
much easier to be 8gnirituel at a meeting than to be spiritusl in
the home, May the Lord give us grace to carry our godliness
into our daily 1life, into the wmidet of owr business, and into

the midst of our home.
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le come next to conslder the privilege of breaking bread,
and a holy senaltiveness for the Lord's working. lieed I remind
you that we rsad in Serintwre of the Lord's Suoper, of the Lord's
Table, and of Breaking of the Breasd., Ivery term that is used
has its own aspect, nor 1s one word misuvsed or misnlaced in God's
Book of Truth. Breaking Eread:- how simple is the eXoression.
Ho food is more common then bread, and no aetion more natural than

breaking; there is nothing of earthly grandeuwr, or of displasy, in
the nrivilege of breaking bread. Dut the exprossion 1s a repeatod
one, forr we read of the Wreaking of the Wwead and of breaking

bread alike in Acte 2, A double mention. Jikewise do we find

1t in Aets 20. In the 1lght of 1 Corinthlans 11, and of thess
passages themselves, we soe instruction as to the Lord's Sunper.
The privilege of broaking bread, the privilege of the Lord's

Suoper 1is Indoed great, for in the bread and the fruit of the

vine He »resenta reminders of Himsoll. Jondrous His condescension,
that IIa "hdé was Lerd of glory should arraapge for nictures of Hime
golf to be nertaken. One could wnderstand from a NALTURAL stand-
point Al e had commanded Pictuwres of Himsell to be worshipped,

but pletures of Himself to be partaken, oartaken by His vedénle,

oh how wondrously He brings Himself into owr exverience.

That we shouldéd vartake of that which typifies our Lord, here is a
west, an unmerited nrivilege. We may go further, the Lord's
Suoper is =n evident orivile;e when viewod in contrast with
Israel's yearly Passover. The Jew of old looked forward to lLis
Passover which was the remembrance of God's delivering, a night

guch to be observed unto the Lord. DBubt to ws there is given not
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a YRARLY celobration but a WELKLY memoXrlial. The frequency i2 a
privilege not to be misused, nor mads an excuse for carelessness
and irreverence. The Trequency is indeed wondaerful. I have nof
doubt it suggestsone charsctoristic of the oresent disnenaatlon, -

wo do not live a year at a time, but rather, "a wecl at a time,

T
With regard to anxlety we are to live a day at a time, the morrow
dhall take thought for the things of 1taelf. Nay, with regard to
anxlety 1t is never to coma in, "Pe snzlous for nothing, but in
avarything by prayer and suppliacation with thenkagiving let your
regquests bs made lmown unto God," It 18 truvs that Paul, an apostle
of Jesun Chrlst could determins to winter in cortain plaees, snd
declare that, the Lord willing, ha would abide at ¥Ephoous wmtil
Pentacoat, but vlans are always to be made with the ACTUAL »nroviso
"God willing," and with the cuggestion wpnermost in the mind that
the time ia short, that the Lord Himeself will soon deascend from
above with a shout, and with the voice of the archangel and with

the trumn of God, 50 that believers are to be continuslly living
with the expectant hope for Him 'ho 1s the Blessed Hone. Burthermoro,
the hreaking of bread 1s e vrivilege, inasmuch as it is a toleen of
assured salvation. Te do not eat and flrinkt as those vwho ave
unwelcome or are doubtful. The partaking of food before (God was
limited to Israecl's oriests in the holy nlace, and so the Lord's
teble is limited to those in the Lord's familw. A public
celobration of a public sacrament is foreigh to the Sgrinturs.

Hore we have somothing for the Lord's own, and this the breaking

of bread 1s an assured token of a finished salvation. The

finished work of our Lord Jesus Chriet, once and for ever finished
: 3
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is brought before us in the suggestive symbols, and in our parteking,
if indeed we partake rightly, 1f indeed we realise that we are
identified with Him. We do not therefore nartake as mourners,
but as those who knmow we are blessced with all spiritual bleceings,
Wo do mot partake in the wmeertainty that is associated with some
confidence in the flesh, but i th the certainty which is linked
to all conf'idence in Christ. ¥eot more, the MWmeaking of hread is
a privilege because it provides an opportunity for the fellowshin
of saints in an mct whieh 1s prophetic of that futwre fellowshin
when all who are one in Christ will be one, gathered at the
Marriage Supper of the Lonbj their sectarien shacklez lef't behind
them in that glorious day when the Lord's redeemed shsall ba
united, in Hls Own presence,. Then willl thoy have that which is
the fruition, which is the counternart, which is tle consuvrmetdon
of the reaking of the bread now.

And now, to pass on, oh that we might have o holy
sensitiveness for the Lord's working. Do vou not lmow, beloved
friends, at times what it is to feel various worldings of nature?
You can feel electriecity, you can feel certain atmomvherie
conditions; 1s £t not more possible for & child of Gad to frel
something of the Lord's presence? Should we not desire to have
this holy sensitiveness? To be consclous that the Lord ies with
us of a truth? Oh that it may be ours te enter in to the
experience of those who journeyed to Emmaus; He was lmown of them
in breaking of bread. We do not merely gathor to an "it", but
gathered unto Him we should antieipate the realised nresence of

Himself through the Holy finirit. It is true we do show forth
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the Lord's death till He come, but at the same time we realise
His own gracious fulfilment of the nromise, "Lo I am with you all
the daye, even unto the end of the age."

In spealking of the due order of this simdle devotion,
I supposo, boloved friends, I come on to different ground.
Hitherto, I take it, that wo are largely by grace of one mind,
and it le of the greatest primary imnortance theat we should be
of one mind in seeing aslvation in Christ, that we ghould be of

one mind ag to the only ebject off life, the glory of God; that

we should be of one mind as to prearing toward the mark for the
vrize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, that we should
be of one mind as to the privilege of doing snything that the
Lord has appointod, remembering those words whieh go wondrousl)
apply, 'thateocever lie aaith unto you, do it." Oh thet owrs might
be the exverience of willingness to do God's will, then shall

we know of the doetrine. But I take it that our hasrte have
beon brought to some wnanimity if in our cansciences we krow thot
there ls notliing beyond the enjoyment of Christ. If our longing

is oontinuelly to feel His vresence, I take it wo have =2 bagis

from which we way stretch forward to a unity and uwniformity of
attitude thromghout our life. I lmow, snd know sorrowiulily, that
at present, the loving obedience I would seek to mention humbly

and affectionately, in the Lord's lame, is mot the mind of 2 number
of tha Lord's people. I lnow that vhen I speak of the due order
of this simole devotion, tl.ere are those who honour the sane Lord,
who are saved by the same nrecious blood, who are yet severed in

connection with this neint of God's truth, snd it is elways
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dangerous to speak of differences of onirion unless there bho a
gsubjection to the Lord. But though we do not meet te show forth
our differences, we do not meet to hide them, we meet hore by
praco to remove them. We mect that the Lord may be exalted =8 His
peoole are being brought near togethor, with their love to Himsolf
and one snothear affecting thelr whole intercourse and all their
individual and eollieective arrengemente. Nor can we entilcinate
God the Holy Spirit will nermit that the neonle of the Lord shall
continun 80 aadly severed as nt the nrarent tine. dord is not the
God of confusion and disorder. The Heoly “nirit is = reanl Tower,
working still, and I am sure of this, beloved friende, that if
our hearts are sensitive, and If eur heartes =re subject, led by
the Spirit, we shall be brought nearer snd nesrer te sne aneother,
bacauso nearer and nearer to Christ. Nor is the beliver in s
healthy state of heart if he is able merelv to kren his differences
beneath the surface, and to ovorlool: the effect of thase Aiffarcnces.
Oh that there might be in us a holy nain for everything which
griaves our beloved Lord and hinders the nresent manifestation
of the fulfilment of that orayer which shall be fulfillerd = "That
they all may be one!" The exoression "The Due Order" is, ne memy
know, borrowed from the Authorised Version of 1 Chron., 185, 13 where
we find that Israel, carrying the ark in n new eart inetesd of on
the vriest's shoulders, brought death to Uzza. The TLord made a
breach uoon Uzza because there was not the seeking Hin, ;;i:the
due order., The hearts were toward the Lord, when the action was

done . David and Israel desired to please Him, vet the failure

was as to the due order. Simllar are the words of 2 ghron. 3¢. 19.
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The naonle wore not eleangsed nccording teo tha mwifiection ofthe
asnectuary. They had nrenared their hesrts, buvt their actions were
not altopgether well pleasing, and the neople were STRICKT, albeit
the Lord hearkened to the orayer eof clesnsed Herekish and hesled
the neople. "fhe good Lord parden svery sne that nrensreth his
heart," was the exnressien of that deveted servant. e live in a
day when God does not slwave rierk ovt His disnleasure pe of old
on Ananias and Sanphirn, but e prief (if wo may uee the word)
is a8 reanl, and tha Judgment Sent of Christ is peculiarly solemn.
To our own Master, It is true, we are standing or felling, end
gince a believer cennot desnise another believer, it iz true
brotherly love to wash one snother's feot, and to seel tn remove
any defilement from contact with the traditions, custons,
arrangemente, religions, and worldlinesras of nen. Therefore,
as to the due order, beloved friends, may I defiribely suscest
a few noints? The time for the Lerd's Sunper. On the firet
occcasgion we are told that the hour was eome for the Pascover,
and ‘after that et its end tho breaking of bresd was srranged.
The nresent dispensation is one of remarkeble "anirituslity,”
by Divine anpointment, for the FHoly “pirit eams down in = rarked
way at Pentecost, It is also a dispensation of FEY twvnes, but
this fact makes the tynes which remain yet more manifestly
remarkable, and it 1s on this account the more extraordinary
thatz%ha nresent dlsvensation there is no supggestion of the
Lord's spproval in ANY Scrinture of vartaking of the Lord's

Suprer in the morning, or of vartaking it on eny other day but
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the FIRY day of the weok, The COITRALY evidence can not be

1ightly put anide without sin. The btorn "sunper" is given by

the Holy 7pirit, the word "Lowd's" which oceurs in the Lord's Suoper

and Lord'as Day, occurs only twice, and I thinlk o 1ittle aaraful
attentdon will éhow that the Lord's day was ealled by thet nano
ARCAUTN of the Lovrd's sunmer every Lord's day. In Acts 2 we

have a distinet ovidense that the dlseinles did not hresi bread
every day for we read how that they were dally with ono sccord

in the templo, but the word "dally" is eut off firom the breaking

of bread, yot we know that the braaking of brand was haot simly
ammual, Thera was s fragquoney, henee the word "as often" in

1 Cor. 11 where, however, it i1as not, as meny have suggested,
"As often as ye will." The Lord has distinetly marked out in
gonneotion with Aets 20 that it wnsz, and 18, the privilege of
His redeemad to gathor every flrst day to bhrack bread, The
first duy at oven, theorefore, comes before us ss the appeinied
time,

As to the nlaco I do not think that we have anj
capintural neme Like the word "suover" which so definitely
describes the plaes, but it is Dlain thet believers dic not
brealk bread in pProminent »nublicity. They were daily with one
accord in the temple, but broaking biread in the houses. That
unsaved ones may have coma into the gathering linked with bresk-
in of bread seoms indicated from 1 Corinthlane but that the
breaking bread was a public display iz contrary to 21l Serinture.
The word "house" is the word thot scems to be uzed in connsction

with it, snd, personally I should draw back from the keeving of

o ST

"
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the Lord's table in a grand building; pergonally, I should draw
back from the ordinary Lkeeping of the Lord's table in the open
alr. T balieve that God has strosscd a house, and that the
home idea has parallela with Nzxodus 12, Divinely before us, A8
to the materials, we have mentioned bread, end the fruit of the

vina. The Lord lald a great stress uvon the word *raIs". in
Luke we raead THIS 18 My bédy, THIS do, snd in 1 Cor. 11 WHIO
brand. In accord therewlith T shiould feol that I was guilty of

an act of severation from tha mind of the Lerd iIf I narteck of
anything but the unleavenaed brend which He appointed. iho
varlstion may seem a slight one, bt a reul one, and more
important, inasmuch as TIMOUGHOUT Seripture leeven ie a Gype ef
avil., Leavoned bread ls therefore definitely contrasted. So,
moreovair, we find the frult of the vine and the cu» emnhiagized.
laver "wine." 'The generic term "wine" MAY inelude thet which

iz fermented or unfermented, but the Lord has expressly left

out the generic term, and used-other emnressioneg, that there may
be no mistako. Undoubtedly the use of fermented wine at ths
Lord's teble is disobedience to the Lord's arrangement. It may
be woeomaclous, bvt 1t I8 disobedience inassmach as there i1is net

e shred of Seripture evidence for it. Onfe has no more autbority
for using fermented wine, thah for using water, thet is te sey

one has MO authority a2t all. It is strange that God's dear
peonls have been misled uvnon these dointa. The wnleavened bread
and the unfermented frvlt of the vine are parsllel, for the same
Hebrew word is used for leaven and ferment. The unleavened hread

npresents us Christ as the contrast to His people, for leavened
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broad donotes the saints, who are Ly no meens ALTOGRTINE bad,
having fine flour within, and aa the leeven has atopped wolrking
in leavenod bre ad, the Llesh is %o be dealt with by the Lord's
poopla. But the flesh 18 present, albeit Jjudged. Only o8
thelxr flesh 1s dealt with cen they BHJIOY ncceptance, but Chrlst
had no sinful flesh which was to ha stopped working. The
unfermented Lruit of the vine nresents our beloved Loxd as the
contrast with the ungedly who are uwtterly evlil, whose blood is
like to ferment, in Isa. 63. 1 ("Dyed" - "fermonted"). ABto
the manner of breaking bread, it ls interesting to reclise
that a large number of Christlans have laid a stress usen the
word ERIAK. I wish they would lay &n equal stress unen the
word THIR. There is & true literality irn which they claim that
the bread must be broken. To some of uvs, to cut the tread wovld
be to IGHKORR the Lord's arrangement. In 1iko marner, we have
the mention of the cud, nover of the cuvs, and the multinlication
of the cups whether two or foumr oxr to an individual communion
gervice as commonly undeiatood to-day, should be heart-Tresking.
Oh that we might have our mind towsrd the Lord of tha zymbols,
but that we might not forget the aymbols of the Lord. The
gocompaniments too are very preclious, theire should be much trus
worshis when the Lord's neople are gathered together to brsal:
bread. Do not misunderstand me. I want to suggest & great
atress upon the fact thet saints gather together, or should
fsrgathexr, the first day of the week at even to lweslk bread,. That
1s & necesrary inference from dects 20, if we are graciously

oregerved from a bias, at least so I would definitoly suggest to
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all the dear peovle of the Lord who are present. But there
1s no Divine statemont as to the length of the gathering, or as
to whather the gathering takes place in connection with other
parts of fellowshin., I mention this because I belliove it 1=
in accord with the will of the Lord that we should seelk to have
miniatry alse at the time of the breaking of bhread. But I
would not malte that a definite rule in every case. If believers
were to be gathored to break bread without any miniatry, but

ohly brief thanksgiving, they would he fulfilling opart of the

Lord's will, eveon their Lord's will in this connection, but

it would seem that, in genoral, when we gather to worshin, the
Lord will of'ten give ue not ;):nl},r a type of food but also
gpirituaely much of the heart food we need through trustful
searching into His nrecious Truth. But In connection with ths
breaking of bread, ministry must nover come in the way, "hen
we gathered together to Wrealt bread, Paul »reached" is the
striking statement of Acts 20, and the Lord interrunted the
preaching, for Butychus fell down and was talken up dead.
Defects 28 to the Lord's table, as defects coneerning the dus
order in the days of Uzza, brought physieal death, "For this
gause many are wealt and sickly among you and some sleen,”

The avostle learnt something of the lesson, for, on returning
to the room after ralsing up Butychua, there is at once the
mention of the postponed hreaking of bread. But, beloved
friends, this is recorded for our warning. hen we gather to
break bread, let ue gather and break Bnead. It was well for

Paul to preach, it is well for the Word to be ministered at
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‘length, but it is deeply important we should break bread first.
On the other hand, thore must not bhe undve rush. When we eomne
together walt for one another is the message of 1 Corinthiens 11.
1 Corinthlians 11 leads on to 1 Corinthisne 12 - 14, This is
suggestive, the hreaking of braasd 1ie brought before us in the
e@leventh chanter, and AFTERWARDY the arrangemente for ministiy.
| The plan of %eripntire 1s not neeldental, Ministry of the
| Truth comas after, I balieve that the Lord has graciously

| lmressed something of thia woon ua. An you ¥mow, I fesl &

responsibility from the Lord, in my own exparlence, to nass on
| portions of His 1Truth which He has graciously impres@sd wunon

ne . But as soon as the salnts are gathered to twresnk bread, as

; goon as the last ona whom we may reasonably expect haes arpived,

I feel that my responsibilit: is changed, for the tire being.

W

E 1411 the saints have gatherod we are to use the time well nleasing

to the Lord. 1 Coringhians 1) shows that it 1s not well to have
a co=partaking of an earthly meal {irst, that the time should be
spent in holy fellowshin rather than in selfishness and self-

pleasing, that there should be something of self-examination, and

so forth, but the time may be used and should be used orofitebli-.
Yot when the last saint that may reasonably he exnected to arrive
has arrived, then, as you lmow I feel, those to whom is entrusted

| the privilege of explaining the Truth cease to ocecuny the same
position, for in worshin the Lord 's neople are brought inte the
realisation of common priesthood toward Himself. #od has asopnointed
teachars in the present dispensation, but no nriests, In other

words [le sends servants from Himself to men, but there are not
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; those from men to Himself. Here is the common right of all

; brethren in Christ. I will, says the apostle, in 1 Timothy 2

| that the males, not the officers of an assembly, but the malee

i oray in every place. The condition 1s not officershin, but a

' holy state of heart and 1ife, 1ifting uo holy hands without wrath

and doubting. It is befltting that at the breaking of bread there

] should be a stress upon THMHESGLIVING. Weare to remamber the

\ Lord, not only the Lord's death, but the Lo:d Himself, and surely

: this rememirance should £111l us with heart-reoaslired thenmkegiving.

i Oh that we might lmow more vhat it 1z to give thanks unto Hls name,

% give thanks at the remembrance of ilie holineesns,. There should be

g nuch devotlon to the Lord at the Lord's sunper, There should be

i the absence of being ocoupled with things of time end sense, even ¢
being occunied with Him. AS WE GATHER we should examine oursslves.
Let a man examine himself and so leot him ant. But IF the eating
there iz not so mich the thought of examination but the thought of
worship, not so muoh the thought of what we were, but of what Christ
is, what He has become to our soulfl, and how we are blessed with all

\ apiritual blessinge in Him. Beloved friends, cheall Ho be so

devoted to us, and shill we be so little devoted to Him? Shall

He invite us to this sacred privilege, shall He invite us to gather

end with His wondrous words say THIS DO, shall His affection be

saen in the "Take Rat," shall we listen to the solerm tones "This

is My body that is given for youd¥," and shall we have nothing to

give to Him, shall we go in late and lazily to the gathering of

the saints, shall we come unprepared in heart, shsall we stay away

for earthly considerations or because of slight physical dis-
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abilities? MNay, let our hearts be full of % at deep and orecious
affection which Christ Mimeelf has kindled, that eo with devotion
to Himself we may lay aside everything vhich would hinder, and
in THE Spirit worshin in Spirit and in Truth,

Qe Did I wnderstand that the adjective " Kupiaka "
is only used in conmection with tho Lord's day snd the Lord's
Supper?

A. Those are the only two ocecurronces.

Qe ¥You spoke of an vnbolliever coming in. You
referred to 1 Corinthisns 14, does that deseribe the Lord's “uoner?
A I think that 1 Corinthisns 14 shows the meeting
which took Dlaee after the Lord's “uoner. Chanter 11 @ives us
the Lord's Suppoer, then chanter 12 at once goes on to ministry.
The subject is "interrupted" a little, with a most choien
"{nterruntion" to tell of Clristian love, in ths 13th chanter, and
then 1t continues with the arrangements of miniestry in the 14th
chapter:, Showing uwes, I think, that when we gather we do not
gather for ministry toward believers first, but for the breaking
of bread first; the ministry comes in ite right sohere afterwards.
Q. I noticed that there is no mention of the Lord's
Suvper in 1 Corinthians 14, and yet it is difficult to =ay to
what other occasion it would refoer.
A. 7You will recollect in chanter 12 we reasd ""hen
ye come together in the c¢hureh (verse 18) and the ides is, un-
doubtedly, 1in church order, and in chanter 14. 23, "hen the whole
church be come together. There 1s a certain ovarallel between

th
© Passages. I wonld wention one {ttle alteration of trensiztien
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in that 28rd verse. If therefore the whole church have come
together on to the same object, NOT IFTO OUE °LACE, and all spesk
oto. The object ir undoubtedly the glory of God, but it seems to
suggeast the breaking of bread first, sand the szpeaking with tongues
(when existent) eame in aftorwards. "ind there come in any,"
rather "/ind theré shall have come in." PIf 1t means "And there
have come in® ﬁFTﬂHTM&hW; it might imoly that the doors were ghut
for the breaking of bread snd that no wnbelievers were allowed to

be prosent. I should not be inelined PANTICULALLY to lovite

unbelieving adults (those outside families) to the breaking of brea

but I think the expression "ehall have come in" implies that they
may have arrived even before the minletry takes olace.

Qs Do you think "Shew forth the Lord's death till He
coma" has no bearing towards the unbelievers?

A. It has a secondary bearing, if they are nresent the
act would have a eneocisl witness to them, but the language does
not demand such an internretation. A primary aspect is, I am
nersuaded, showing forth tefore the Father. Rather =n asct of
worshin than of witness.

Q. Is thore not a showing forth to ourselves also?

A Partly, as long as we allow thet we ourselves are
in the SECOND place.

e We, who have a realisation of a loving Lord sitting
on the right hand of God, unless we had those symbols appointed
by our Lord, may overlook the fact of His death, in looking forward

for ilis coming, wherecas He having given to us these symbols of His

death in so simple yet strking a manner we are anxious every

a,
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Lord's Day to remember His death till He come, the Loving Lord
Whose death ie marled by the symbole which we have before us.
A I do not doubt a stress on OURSEIVES, but the great

objeet is to "do this" preecious appointment before the Father.

e kL S rep————— L



