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OU ILINK; -

1. The Coantinual Preciousnsess of That Bles3ed Hope.
2. The Manner in whish it is Preaanted in Seripture.
3. Surrounding Events.

4. One 3tar Differing from Anothser in Glorxry, with
Notes on "Suffering Loss".

§. "His Wife hath made herself ready”:
and Practioal Exhortations,

Cur sudjeot, beloved friends, 1s the Coming of Christ
for Eis peocple. There 18 & ocntinual presiousnsas in that
Blesseld Hope, &3 1t 13 Soripturslly called, - a2z HE is
Soripturally oalled, one might almost say, for not only is the
Hope a fact, the Hope is a Person. The continual presiousness?
Yee, beloved friends, Truth i® not Truth simply for spesisl
oscesions; there is nothing merely officisl in Pruth; Truth is
meant to be food for the Lord's dear peopls at all times.

Truth is meant to sppeal to their hesrts at all times. Pslwation
in ite wondrous results drings about a gontinmal newnsss,- "0ld
things ere passed away; new things have ocome to pasg, and a1l
thing® are of God". Thersfora there is a ocontinual preoiousness
of that Blessed Hope. Wa keap on loving decaunse He first loved;
end bescause wa keep on loving, we long to 2ee Him Whom we love.
It 18 a poor love that desires to be away from those who are
loved, and if the Lord Jesus occupies our love, it wust be our
heart's deoire to see Him. 4gain, there 18 a continual
Preciousness beoause we are continually feeling ourselves out

o: harmony with the world where He was oruoified. This, sad

though 1t 18, makes a background for that Blessed Hope. The

retura of our beloved Lord is delightful when we reslise earth's
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ruln without Him, hurrfing on to e greater climax. Earth's
ruin? Aye, very markedly. We know how prophecy i8 being
Luifilled, how time is running its courae, how the empires of
whioh the Scripture speaks have risen and fallen, and now in
these latter dsys we san sees the signs of the times whioh are
more than eigns of the times to us, - they point us off them-
8elves unto Him. That Precious Hope 18 m Resubing Place smid
sush confusion. Shall we seek, like Lot, to be in the gate

of Sodom, and to reform, reform, reform? Nay, this is vain.

The fabrioc of earth's civilization is tottering, we cannot put
things right. That Blesced Hope ia the precious prospect.

Shall we sesk to educate, shall we Seek %0 try and win the
world? HNay., That Bleesed Hope is 4n front of us. Yst not only
vhen we loock on a ruined world in general, but when we look
particularly on the ruins among God's dear people, this precious
Hope 18 wondrously refreshing. Not that I mean we are to settle
dowvn in the ruin. 1 2es nothing in Scoripture to augge3t that we
if we bear the Name of the Lord are to sit still and 8ay, Ruin
has come in, it will not be right among the esaints till the Lord
oome8 back; I will therefore wasit in isclation. Seripture
&lways shows that when there 12 a coming out and being separate
it should dbe followsd by = followship. Mark two cructal
pastages, - "Come cut from among them and be ye Beparate, snd

I v1ll receive you, snd I will be a Father to you, and ye shall
be ﬁy 3on3 and daughterS, saith the Lord Almighty": and the

next chapter goes on to say, "Receive ue”. Likewise 1s it in

€ Tim. 2." If anyone shell have purged himself away from these
he Bhall be a vessel unto honoﬁr. Benotified snd useful to the
Kaster,ahd prepared unto every good work.,
deSires, but follow (ah, |

Flee also newsr
then we have & 118t of wondrous graces
to be followed) WITH those who ep1l upon the NHawe of the

Lorgd

out of a pure heart". Here 18 not 1solation as = goal, but

igolation a8 & path with e view to that holy‘identifioation

¥ith others who oall upon the Name of the Lora ouf of & pure
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heart. When Josiah was told that there was no hope for Israel,
that its kingdem must oome down, that judgment was decreed, he
did not say, I will sit ®t1l11l and do nothing; but he rallied
those who were faithful for a passover unto the Lord. S¢ should
it be now, Those who feel these things are not to settle dovm
in 1s0lation, not to settle dowy) in lssziness, miscalled
8pirituality; but they are,nevertheless, to look beyond the
promised reviving unto the Reviver Whose coming will be more
than s partial reviving inasmuch a8 in that Day He will put
figbt Hi6 whole work. He will see whers there has baesn the
failure and He in perfect righteousness, yet in perfeot love,
will deal with iie dlood-bought people, and there shall te &
twofold poBition, for we read, Thereforye will 1 divide Him &
portion with the many, i.e. those who are in Christ; -~ AND He
shall divide the spoeil with the STRUCNG. A second blessing, &
reward only for strong and faithful ones. There will be
diversities in that Dey, as we shall shortly @ee. 1he Lord
will deal with everything perfectly, and we turn aesde from
the gonfusion of creeds and practicss of men, we turn asida
to that Blesseld Hope, But I think we may go a step farther.
fhere i8 the continual preciousness of this Blessed Hope when
we oome down to the smallest world of cur own lives, In us,
that is in our flesh, dwelleth no good thing. When we Have
done that whioh 18 commadbd us, we feel how ws have fallen
short tu the exeoution of it, snd 1f ws had done it perfectly,
we should have no boesting, for God demanda perfeotion, and has
& right to 1t; dut how many blemished there are in our work.
Surely the loaves baksn with leaven need the sin offering.
And 1f we walk in the light, the blood must keesp on cleansging
from every 2in., Do we look to our Barvioa?.- I supposs that

6vYexry believer who has anything of spiritual enthusiasm delights

in work for his Loxd. It is & Pleasure to do something for Him

Who 414 everything for uws. It i@ not a healthy condition when

Wwe con sit at1ll and do nothing. I do not mesn Lthat there is
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to be the rushing forward, - many run unsent, and many "babes”
begin to spesk too séon, rather than tg ory with & s3ense of neod,
The word "“babe"™, which the Hodpy Spirit uwses for a young Christien,
is oompounded of two words whioch signify "not spesk"”. Undoubtedly
thero 483 teo mush aotivity, energy of the flesh, which 1is not the
inworking, the onergiﬁing of God. But as belisvers grow in grace
they are delighted to do sumething for Bim Who for their sins died
and rose again. A4ys, and in the wideat sense of the word "servioce™,
a8 soon as one is born from sbove, he must seek to bring forth
fruit, for i1f anyone is in Christ there 18 a new creation, and new
thinge ocome to pass at once. But we turn off our "bdest”, we turn
eside from the &srvios that ie love S0 well, snd say, "Some, Lord
Jesua, come quickly™, for our best service 18 So poor to offer to
Him, our best service is So marred with fziluree of word or
thought, and whanothers m&y look on, and sometimes, as we often
rightly feel, think more of us than 1s just, we can look into
the failures anad bbw before our Lord, can feel not only thst
oconfession of sin which befits those who are redeemed, but aleo
that intense longing, "Lord Jesua come, then no longer shall I
Berve imperfectly, then no longer ehall 1 think those thoughts
which grieve and separate from that fulness of ocommunion towarads
vhich I long, O Lord Jesus come!"™ There 1s the continual
Preoiousness of this Blesséd Hope, thorefore, in all the varied
and ohanging ocircumstances of this world, in which God has placed
8 ad pllgrims and atrangers. Beloved friends, beware of truth
a® a theory, beware of truth a® a mere head beliaef. Ve read of
8ome that they knew the truth, and yet were loat; dbut ;e dc not
reed of any who had the love of the truth being lost.
Lot Hnt ' :

@ RBLoste d_Hapit on s Lacfiintined
of the truth 1s the mark of a Divine 1nuorking.A It 18 not every-

thing to be adle to draw a prophetia chart, 4t 18 not everything

to bs able to make a calendar of prophetic events, it 4g nore

important 8o to walk with the Lord that one longs to mee Him.
But I am not Pleading for ignorance of that which 304 ha® revesled.

Every word of God 1s pPare, pure gold. Add4 not to Hi® woras lesg
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He reprove thee, but diminish not & word from them. Al Soripture
i8 given by inspiration of God, and is progitadle,- Profitable not
only in one way but in several ways. We aome to Soripture for
dootrine, we ocome to it for repruof, we oome to it for instrootion,
and for disoipline in righteocusness, and every fraction of it ney
appsal to us in all thess varied ways. The Holy Spirit works
grasdiously in this connection, and surely our hearts must acknow-
ledge that Truth not only feeds our hearts, but also gives us that
whereon our minds, subject to the Lord, oan meditata, mo that we
may become acquainted with what our Fater has revsealed. It is a
Shame for His ohildgen to be ignorant. The apoatle meveral times
88i1d, "I would not have you ignorant, brethren". It is notable
that in more then one of these pleces he ia desling with certain
parts of truth whioh are muoh neglected to-day, ebou{ which a
believer doss not mind being ignorant; but let us be ashsmed not
to know what our God ha® revesled.

In what way then 18 that Blessed Hope presented in
Soripture? It is presented gs the individuel and collective
anticipation of the redeemed in the pPresent digpensation. The
apostle says, “"WE which &re alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord™, "WE #hsll not all 8leep, but we shell sll be shanged,
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump”, for
everyshere there is the thought of beli%era walting, expeoting
the Lord in their lifetime. It is only the wioked servant who
says, My lLord deiayeth His coming. The belisver with a true
faith enters igto the meaning of this both individuslly, ang
with regard to other of God's People as well. There should be
the colleotive hops, 2nd when we meat one another we should
exhort, end so mush the more as we e;e the day approaching; and
overy asSembling 15 s prophecy of that assembdling; every time wé
have the Lord's Suppsr 1t 48 an antioipation of the Marriasge

Supper of the Lamb, and every Lord's Day tells us that soon the

Day of the Lord will be here. Thus believerse have That Blessed

Hope Presented in S@ripture a®s that which they should anticipate
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while
they are themaelves upon thig eerth. Do not misunderztand me.

Soripture is ejually clesar that many believers must cesl their
testimony with their blcod. It 18 equslly claar the: the Blessed
Hope of the Lurd's return takes plase in acoord with the Divins
arrangepent, and will neither bs too late nor too sgen. God hss
not told us the day nor the hour, but He has markod out ocertain
signs. In the eerdy church we find that Peter's desth wae
prophesied, and so,at the end of his 1ife, vae Paul's. A olear
indiceabtion, I think, that unless we are told prophatically we
shall dis (and WE &o not oleim revelationa), uvanless we are told
prophetically we shall dis, we lock for that Blessed Hope in OUR
lifetime. But two of the most prominent faithful servants of God
in the present dispensation were informed, opne nany ye&rs before
he died, and the other & little while before he 8ied, that they
should not 1live till the Coming of Christ. Peter was told he would
become 314 and then would be led whither he naturelly would not,
though the tense may imply he would be enabled to be villing at
the appointed time. God 18 never in e hurry with His work. The
Lord Jesus will some at the eppointed time. Faith doe® not need
hunen bolstering up, faith does not indulge in humen logioc B0 ss
to hurry that bright and Blessed Hope; there is not imﬁationoo;
"He That shsll coms will come snd will not tarry". God has
marked out the time, and we are to live locking, to live
expecting Him Who will come when it 48 Eis good pleasure so to do.
Further, the Hope is presented to uw 4n Soripture 88 @ contrast
vith dying. We shall not all eleep, but we ehall ull be ohanged,
at the LAS? trump. In Jobn 21 we £ind that the saying went out
among the disoiples that John would not die. Their application
of the Lord's statement was wrong, tui the Lord's statement was
right. If I will thst he barry $ill I oome. Now the Lord's

statement contrusted death with His ooming. He presented there

two goals before His Peorle; one death for His sake, aad the other
His ooming; and I believe these two alternative® should de very

real in the experience of the Lord's people. It 18 only through
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degenarasy that wo find an shssnce of parszsution. If there had
been falthfulness, FAR fewer sainte wouwld kave 4ied of illnesses,
end far mors sainite® wounld havs disd under persesuiion. It 18 only
beocsauza of sin and xandering thet we have so littls of tribdulation.
I xnow that now 811 that will 1live godiy in Ohriat Jesus shall
suffer tridbulatien, and there sre petty irritaticns and sggravations
whioch maks baautiful paokgrounds for Divinely inwrought patience -
8inoe fthe deliaver haid ia Christ that whieh trensiforms everything
that comes to him. Hense I do 1ot use the wird"bdeauntdifl baok-
grounda" worely glidly,- averything thaet roaches a child of God
who 18 charasterised oy loving Him, i# part of a whole of whioch
the portions ars workiag together for good. Kobhing can de in
vain. Behind every trial thexre 15 & Father'®s hand pf imreasursble
love. 7This hope then 18 a gontrest with &eath, 1%t 1s the
expeotation of the Lord's redesmed. It is, moreover, presented
to us as that whioh should daily owcupy our minds., "€hat I say
unto you, 1 say unto all, Fatoh“. Wa look for a Savigur, Who
shall change this body of our huwilistion that it may be
fachicned 1like unto His bdody of glery. I think it ic Sometimes
helpful to'temporarily leavp out words in reading a verse, that

®e may see its grammatical struoture. In Titus 2 we tead that
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appserefi to all

men teaching us thet denying ungodliness and deBires of adornment,
we dhould live ... looking for that dlessed Hope. Live looking.

Those words have often ocome to my own hesrt, and I trust they may
to youre. Live looking. Thie should bde the attitulde of believers.
Undoubtediy we shell not live looking unless we have that living
whioh i1® sober, righteous znd godly, of which the context speaks.
S0 this blessed Hope 1is btrought tefore us in Soriptnre a8 that
vhioh 8ho32d affest ua in all our oircumstances. it i8 not

merely to bde & part of our bvelief 1in the baokground, but that

vhioh 18 (o be brought prominently bvefore young Christians,

The Theasslonian® turned to God from 1dols o Serve the living
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and true God, end to WAITY for Kis Son from haaven Whom He raised
from the dial, aven Jeeus Which delivereth ua from the wrath to
come. Farthormore, this wondrous retnrmn of the Lord Jesus is
pPresentald as a waraing 1£ thers 18 anything of unfaithfulness.
If, therafore, thou shalt not wataeh, I %11l come over thee as a
thisf. Agein, Hleesol is he that watcheth snd kasepstd his
garments last he walk naxed end they Bes hi® dhame. There sare
meny wsrninge attasched to tho Lord's retwrn. Here is not only
& hope to cheor and to hrighten, bu¥ a gosd, &nd that whioh
would make clenr to na tha danger of =endering., The Lord's
return is not simply linksd with the bright hops of sesing Eim,
but with the solemn Judgment Sost of Chriet, whioh we ahall
shortly oconsider. 2his know that if the Zood man of the house,
(the master of the house, - the word "good” ie lisble to be
misunfderstood), if he had been acquainted with the hour the
thief would com2, he would have watohad and wonld anot have
suffered his houss %o be broken thrcugh. Undoudbtedly such
Soriptures bring befors us unssaved ono® to vhom the Lord's
coming will be &% & thiaf, but believerz 1if they at all wander,
have IN MZASURE to bs treated &8 unszved ones, for ssparation
from Christ brings us to & position nesrer the werld, and we must
be treated ss our lives are, and by warnings the lord severs
His faithful ones from the world to vhioh they sometimes
fooliahly eling. The believer, therefcre, though he knows that
he 18 not in darknesa that that day shonld overtoke KIM as a
thief, neverthelese he 18 to Show that 1f there if o loving of
this present ags instead of & loving of the appearing of the
Lord, there will be a surprise swakening, snd o shaming away
from Him in Hie coming, vhen believers chall be pat ia the
bagkground, for 1f any men'e vork be burned uwp, EE SEALL

SUFFER LOS3, tut he himmalf shall de saved, yet 8o aa through
fire. There 18 nothing 4in that passege of a {riumphal reward,
there 13 nothing of an edundant entrance into the everlasting

kingdom of our God-and Saviour, but rather the thought of
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distinot los8s, a distinot "£ind" or forfeit. Though we must
notice the expression 18 strkingly changed from that in another
Soripture. Here 18 the game word# as is used in the Gospel

vhere we read that if any men geins the world and ceantres himself
on earth, and paye & fine of HIS SQUL, he will be in a terribdle
condition. The Holy Spirit employs that word in 1 Oor. 3 - pay
a fine, -~ but he never saye "of his soul”, for he himself shall
be saved, but he pays a fine, a3 1t were, of much slss. —There

i8 no stress on INDIVITUAL glory, but there is shame. If we Sow
to the flesh we 8hall of the flesh reap corruption, for God is
not mecoked. He cen by no means excuse 8in; there must be positive
loss,

But 1t i3 well to notice in passing. the surrounding
events whioh Soripture frequentily smphasizes as tc the Lord's
pecple. We find a preparatory event, the getting resdy of the
redeemed. Oh, beloved friends, that dsy 13 very near when our
Lord will come. But what has He 5aid? He haa caid, He is
waiting for something. He has not said He will wait 40 yearas,
a8 with lsreel in the wilderness.  We cen thank Him that He
bas not put & long pericd of this nature. He is not slaok
conserning His promise, bul He is longsuffering to usward, not
willing that any shculd perish, but that all should come fo
repencande. The word "usward” or "youward" in that passage
limite the primary interproetation. Here we have the repentance
of believers, snd the lord waits till Eis people repent. Ah,
thie is a solemn matter. We say we look for His coming. Are we
individually repenting? Are we concerned to rouse up others to
repeni? for the Lord has 8aid He 1¢ waiting till His pecple
repent. Various pastages show that the Lord's redeemed will
Prepare, drawn by grace, will prepsre just before He yeturns;
aftervards there will be the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, and
the Judgment Seat of Christ, and the sharing of the kingdom
8poils. o Isrmeol there are warked out certain preparations:-

we see them now going baok to their lend, ®o that I premume
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there are nearly twenty times a8 many Jews in Jerusalem as

there were & hundred years ago. It ie marked out that they

will redbuild their temple, but the Lord will come to that temple,
snd He will desl there with His enemies, as Isa. 66 shows,
lsrael, seeing Him in the air, will mourn for Him %hom they
pierced;:- THEN és Heo breasks through the slouds onee more, snd,
coning in judgment on their enemies, standas g the Exaltad King
at Jerusalem, they will not only say, Lo, This 48 our God, we
have waited for Him, but they will realise the preciousnssa of
that preciocu# promise "And sc all Isrssl shall be 8aved". For
the nations within the limits of Antiohrist'se control, there is
coming a strenge period. Doubtless frontiers will be eltered,
kingdoms will riee, and kingdoms will falll} 1In the olay-iron
times of & surging demoorasy there will be the exalting of MAN,
uantil the men of s8in rears hia temple and rears himself against
the Son of ¥an, but of that conflict there can bBe no doubt. The
Lambd shall overcome them, for He i8 Lord of lords, snd Xing of
kings, and they that sre with Him are called and ochosdn and
faithful. Antichrist will de laid low. The bdloocd will reach to
the horses' bridles, for the Lord has a sacrifice in Idumes, and
there will be nigh two hundred miles of battle in judzgment.
Bones will ve buried for montha afterwards, dbut those who are
spared from the nations - not Antichrist's srmy - will bde
graciously privileged, for wa are told ten men out of avery
nation of the sarth shall toke hold of the skirt of him that is
a Jew, and say, We will go with you, Msny peoplse s8hsll come
and say, Qome ye, and let us go up to the houss of the Lord.
Then will they worehip at the feast of Tnbernaoles, mnd the
Lord exslted with Ierssl as HEis near ones will cause that the
Gentiles 8hall be the ploughmen and vinedressers, snd the vary
kings of the Gentiles shall brin;72; the e3naped of Isarasl a3 a
Predent to the Lord, - not only bhring them in their litters, dut

consider 1t an honour to hear pereonally the ehilidren of those

Who &re graociously preserved from Isrsel, for all nations shall
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8srve Eim Who is the true Israel, and Who will be Israel's Lorad,
and reign at Mount Zion before His sncients glcoriously. But, ©
beloved friends, we think particularly juast now, of the prospect
for us, if we bave oonfesmed His Name, when He shall return to
our Joy. 1 Cor. 15 brings before us very definitely the Lord's
Coming. We read there that God has given in nature a parable of
regurrection, and we have brocught before us that thers are
celestial bodies ahd bodies terrestrial, but the glory of the
celeatisl 18 one and the glory of the terrestrial 1s another.
Israel will not have the same position a8 ws shall, but even
emong celestial bodies there are diversities. There 18 one glory
of the sun - our belcved Lord is here bafore us. rUndoubtedly the
righteous shall shine forth AS the sun, for they will be linked
with Him end share His honour, but if we think of Himeelf
personally and leave out that word A3, thexe 18 one glory of the
sun and another glory of the MOCN. The united saints will have a
reflected glory, and they will be wondrously sclothed with a
perfestyl whiteness. They will have on the righteeuzness of God,
for the fine twined linen is the righteous requirements of the
most Holy Pleoe. On the day of etonement the high priest of
Israel went into the moszt hely place with the white linen robe.
His usual garments were put on one 2ide, and in Rev. 19 there
is a reference to this. The fine twined linen, the righteous
requirements of the most holy-plaoe. the only robe that went
into that holiest of all was the High Priest's, therefore we
shall have on HIS robe. The Lord will deaorate His pecple
with Himself, and He will dsocorate Himself with them, in that
wondrous unity when He presents to Himself s glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any sush thing. Among the people
of Israel a marriage ie consummated under CNE cenopy, and it
has been, I believe, common to throw the BRIDEGROOM'S robe over
the bride. 8o in that day when the Lord presents to Him His
people, it will be menifest that their righteousness 18 of Goa,

end that they are made the righteousness of God in Christ.
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But this one gloxry of the moon 18 not the only thought here
brcocught before us. %Ve read afterwards "Adnother glory of the
stara™. Apart from Eis personsl glory, apsrt from our unitead
glory in Him, there will be &ndividual glories. They that be
wise 8hall shine as the drightanss of the firmsment, thatl is

a8 the eun, whioch i2 the brightness. 411 bdelievers are in
neasure wise, for they have besn made wiee unto- sglvation.

But they that turn meny to rightecusneas - here is the second
promise - They thet turn meany to righteocusness shall shine as

the stars for ever and ever. We know Bow that bellievers who

are faithful to the Lord can be oalled stars in advance in

Rev. 12 as well &8 in Daniel 8. 3Stars afe of different magnitude.
The star 16 8istinot from the mocon, for vwhereas the mcon depends
for its glory on another, the star has a glory of its own, I anm
sure you will agree with me that our power to do faithful servigce
comes first from the Lord, but there 18 a dAifference between that
wvhich 18 given to us in Chriet and that whioh is wrought by the
spiritval uee of powers which God granta., That which 18 wrought
by the spiritual use of powers whioch God graents, is ospadlae, in
Eis own infinite meroy, of reward. I say "iis mercy", for, as
Psalm 62 puts 1t, "Unto Thee, O Lord, belongeth meroy, for Thou
renderest to every man scoording to His works", - for He has
given us the power wherewith to do such acceptsble service.
Believers who are faithful in different measure will diffsr in
glory. If the seed brings forth a hundredfold this will be more
than 1f the seed bdrings forth thirtyfold or sixtyfold, end the
Lord will deal accordingly. We know how we have two Servants

vho are alike rewarded in Luke 19, but who are not rewardsd alike.
We find in the one casBe an authority over ten cities, in the
other over five. To the first there are added words "Well done™.

From the senond these sre withdrawn. The Lord knows just how

to reward, and He will deal with His pecple ACCORDING T THEIR

¥ORK3. He cannot 0all disobedisnce obedience, nor oan He veward

for that whioh does not exist. He will not reward for that
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vhich 18 not present. The Judgment Seat of Christ is marked by
stainless purity and holiness, snd reatitude; it must be in
harmony with the character of Him Who eoccupies it. One star will
therefore differ from snother, even though both shall be in glory.
If believers are even lower then in glory, 1f they have shame,
they shall hevertheless collectively be in that company of which
we are told Christ loved the church and gave Himself fo! her, that
He might present her to Himself not having spot or wrinkly or any
such thing. A glorious church! 4 church in glory! The apostle
18 clear upon this. We are tcld that whether we watch or sleep,
we shall LIVE together with Him bdut only IF we remain under shaell
we reign together. Thie is explained by the parsbles. Reigning
on the EARTH 18 brought before us. The righteous, says Proverbds,
shall be recompensed in the earth. All believers will he in

the heavenly kingdom, dbut not all believers will ﬁave the added
privilege of service in the earthly kingdom. If any man purge
himself away from these, he shall bde a veRBel unto honour,
senotified and useful to the Master and prepsred to every good
work, 1.e. in the kingdom; for the thought is, we have the
foundation NOW. The oompleted HOUSR is the kingdom, and the
ugefulness to the Master will be there. The meek shall inherit
the earth, All the redesmed ere in heavenly places, made to sit
there, nor shall they be thrust out, dbut only the meek shall
inherit the earth. If & ohild of God seeks to right himself now,
though he be in the kingdox glory with hie Lord, in its heavenly
aspect, he will not inherit the earth, and in speoisl office,
reign with Christ upon it. This will be a severe loos. What
mey be the full extent of that meaning "He shall pay a fine",

I am not prepered to say. It mesns a giving up of something

that belong® to one, for you cannot be findad of "nothing™. 4
position is taken away. He shall psy a fine. God knows how

to arrange the profit and leocaes acocunts of His poople, and He
will work in a way whioch is perfectly righteous, though

wondrously gracious, for it is a merscy, as I have already Baiad,
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way would suggest those who in II Timothy were religious.

Thes had turned away from Paul, but they were still “religious’) and
still talked about the things of God, (as you rightly say) in
verse 16. There was the oprevalence in those days of empty
phrases. THEIR WORDS will eat as doth a canker, and %e «now
that the whole congregation were ruined awdnile by the sin of
Korsh, Dathan and Abiram. Their word will eat as doth a cenker,
and the apostle adds in verse 25 "In meekness discipliﬁnghose
that oppose themselves". Those of old opposed themselves to
Moses, but Moses answered so meekly. "Peradventure God may give
them repentance®. Beloved friends, I am sure of this, that if
we go to those that oppose themselves and try to vatch up a
difference, we are unkind to oursel&es, and to them, and dise-
honouring our Lord; but that if we seek to realise the difference
before God, that God will often give the one who is in error
repentance, and there will be a unity in the Tputh. We do not
count on God enough. We are afraid of offending others, and
afraid of being thought pharisaic, but it is most sinful to
identify ourselves with that which is not the mind of the Lord,
for the fesr of being CALLED pharisaic. In the law if any man
touched what was wrong, he himself was unclgan, and treated in
measure like that which he touched. I know people saypu cannot
separate from every sin. You have to separate from yourself.
That misses a deeply imvortant point. We are to separate from

every known sin. It i1s assumed thst if we are led of the

Spirit, if we ses evil in ourselves, we are to put it away. It
is a very difficult path. The Lord give grace.

- e e S v S G W O e S

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to
exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s
glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:

[ - “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” - ]
COPIES FREE (as the Lord enables) on application to:

Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — 74343 Sachsenheim — GERMANY
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