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CHKIST IN THE PSAUS

Qutline:~-
1, The glory of Christ end His Central Position,
2, The appointed limitations of types.
3, Papseges that plainly apply to dim,
4. Diffioult contoexty,
5¢ A solemn contrast, - Antichrist in the Pealms,
6, An affectionate waming and exhortetion,

Our subject, dear friends, is headed "Christ in the Psalms",
I hope that every subject, whatever it be headed, will have Christ as
the Subject, The Subject of the subject, if I might so put it. The
central part of all our meditations, sanctifying every portion of them,
This evening we ar¢ limited perticularty to one book, but thet is e
lengthy book, and a wondrously full book, for every Word of God is
pure, and perfect, The subject is enoouraging, instructive, humbling,
but Eneed I add?) peculiarly solemn and da:agerous, rot in itself,
but in the way it is likely to be handled, = But then we cannot get
awvay from the fact that every subject is dangerous because we are apt
to be led astray, but the HOLY SPIRIT 1RO erely a thing or a theory,
If we have been gathered by the Lord, there iz e confidence spirit-
ually possible, spiritually desirable, and spirituelly necessary,
a confidence in the Lord, that He may cobirol uz, in increasing
measure, that speakers and heerers alike may have subject minds,
opened hearts, and longing desires that all Truth may be applied,
Truth that is not applied is actually unlearned. Truth ls that which
God uses to draw His people away from evil and draw them unto Himself,
and Satan lnowing this seeks to mingle error with the truth, but the
ear should try words even as our palate perceives food, Oh that we may
have the hearing ear for the Lord and the ear that hears not the in-
struction which causeth to err, Christ is the absolutely glorious One,
He is elways Central, His glory is eternal, it embraces both etern-
ities, for was He not Central when the Only Degotten Son in the bosom
of the Father? Will He not be Central in that future Day, when God
will bring the First Begotten again into the world and all the angels
will worship Him, when He Himgelf shall be the Firstborn among many
brethren, and shall reign in Mount Zion before His ancients glorious-
ly? And now among His redeemed He is Central! The One Who was marked
as Central upon the cross erected on Calvary, merked by men ag if the
worst of the three, That (ne was before the ¥ether, & perfectly spot-
less One, and That One is now in the midst of diasciplelilte hrelicvers
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as the Central One, - not as He was among Israel, for John said in
that connection, "There ptandeth One in the midst of you Whom ye know
not", but Christ in the midst of an assembly of saved ones is the One
Vho is knowm, realised, and recognized; for an assembly without

Christ in the centre is only Laodicea, In accord with the fact that
God has always been pleased to put His beloved Son in the position of
exaltation, we find that He is the Centre of Scripture., Scripture not
only illustrates this, indirectlyry but very definitely, for how many
prophecies point to Christ; How meny varied types tell of Him, types
in nature, tabernmacle types, types in the history of Israel, all

bring their contribution to His exaltation, If the sun shines, it
speaks of the Sun of Righteousness, end the rain that waters the
grass, tells of His wondrous workings. In the tabernacle, - curtains,
altar, feble, ark, mercy seat, sockets, all things - spesk of Him,
Priests, sacrifices, arrengements of every kind pointed to Him. In
the coming out of Egypt, did mamna descend? It pictuved Him, Was a
Rock smitten that waters might come out? This told of Him, VWag a& brasen
gerpent 1ifted on & pole? It meant something in connection with Him:
Indeed Christ is so Central throughout types of Scripture that if any-
one speeks of types it is well known, among believers who have any
measure of instruction, that the thought is not types of the paints,
or types of the wicked one, but types of Christ, Furthermore, there
are typicel characters, and their experiences and their histories

are brought before us to giveis suggestions concerning limself,
Ipanc, the beloved one, offered, and raised up, Joseph, the hated one,
brought to lowsst depth, and then exelted to highest heights, David
the shepherd king; Solomon, the prince of peace; and vaerious other
Scripture characters, are not only men who lived, but men whose lives
were moulded or overruled by God to give hints of Him Who is so un-
utterably glorious., Indeed there are some expressions used of typical
characters that are hardly to be interpreted primerily of them. We
heve & good illustration in connection with Joseph, and the chief: but-
ler aad the chief baker, The chief butler said "Me he restored to. my
office, but him he honged”, Not:'that Joseph actuelly did those things,
he declared them, but the Greater then Joseoh, typified by Joseph is
the One Vho brings His people into the King's pelace, not only de-
cleres it, but does it, and Who is also the One to Whom all judgment
has been comnitted, I call your attention to that passage the more,
because e sholl find parts of the Psalms which oannot be explained of
David, but must be token primarily of the Lord Jesus Christ, In this
connection, one further word of warning, Everything that 1s deep is
apt to be mut on one side, but if il isitoken up, and there is delight
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in it, Saten will seex to cause a foscination in finding out things that
other people have not seen, and pride of lmowledge of Truth, is per-
haps more dangerous than pride of knowledge of error, Furthermore,
fascination elways leads to speculation, Speculation entwined with
Truth may ‘even bring Truth into disrepute, And, beloved friends, I

feel we are responsible for God's Trath, of which we are trustees, not
to wrap it up in our own theories, lest people on receiving Truth,
imagine it has sn wtholy relationship because of the mark on the outside
of the wrapping., Let us be very cereful that we keep to the Truth, end
if we are wncertain, it is often better to keep our uncerteinties to
ourselves, not with a resetve that is untruthful,.not with a wish o
hold back from private eonversation with brethren who cen help, but to
avoid proclaiming our uncertainties as if they were fixed facts, and so
nisleading younger believers,

We come now to consider generally the appointed limitations
of types, Limitations are necessary, Blessed be God they are also
arranged so that there are limitations to the limitations, They are
necessary, for a type without limitations would be a reality. A type
must be imperfect that it moy be perfect as a type. Imperfect with re-
gard to the antitype, so that it may be a fype of divine appointment
and 80 perfect, in the Divine arrangement, in its right position, Ve
all understand what this means. The law wbe holy and just and good,
and right for the purpose for which it was given, But the law could
noy give life, it must be incompleté in thot comnection, otherwise it
would cease to be law, We renlize there are different spheres, The
sphere of the type and the sphere of the cntitype must be distinct,
and there must be limitations in the type. Furthermore, apgrt from the
necessary limitations in perfect types, typioal characters are not only
incomplete with the right incompleteness of types, but typicalcharacters
are incomplete because 6f their sins, There is a double incompleteness
in & typical character, as every beliéver can at once see, David, though
a man after God's Own heart was compelled o acknowiedge that he had
ginned, more than once, and all such types of the Lord Jesus Christ,
not only fall short, with an appointed incompleteness, but fall short
by o sinful contrast, Furthermore in con:ection with appointed limita-
tions may I remind you thet the Book of Psolms is a fedling Book, I
do not mean sentimental, Sentiment is very dangerous, in the present
day use of the word., In fact one might almost say, judging by PRESENT-
DAY ENGLISH that feeling is excellent, but feelings ere very dangerous,
I em ondy now taking the present day employment of the words in common
langucge, You will follow just whatoI'mésn, Ve are not to be led by our
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feelings, and impulsee and 9:ntimentality, Spirituality is ¢ deep thing,
but on that very account, 1t does have an intense feeling, and the Book
of Pealms is a feeling Book, Now no servadt of God could have the ful-
ness of feeling of our beloved Lord, hence it wae necessary. that the
Psalmist should either write above his own experience, even as we read
through Peter that the divine writers haordly realized what they were
writing at times, it is necessary either that the Psalmist should write
above his experieatce, or that hie recorded experience should fall short
of the experience of Chriet, Therefore the Psalms that bring before us
the psalmist's own feslings, more emphaticelly, have often only a sece
ondary relation to our Lord, These which rcther hring before us the
Lord Jesus Christ have only o secondary relation to His people. There
is a measure of parallel, for we have been brought into that position
of nearness to God, ond the psalmist had something of the some bleas-
edness, though he wna dispensctionally without the fulness that we have
received, On this cocount there is a certain parallel between the feel-
ings but inasmuch as God desired to give us a view of His beloved Son in
the Psalms many portions go beyond human entering into them, Inasmuch
as God did not want the Book to be simply a Book of prophecy, but a Book
into which His people could enter, with feeling, and express their conw
dition of soul, on THAT account God arranged that certain portions of
the Psalns deal speciolly with His people. Sometimes there is the two-
fold interpretation, He was the reproached One, we are the reproached
ones, As He wolked, so should we walk; as He was rejected, so should we
be rejected. It is not alwnys easy to separnte the two aspects., You
will recollect how the women of Tekoa, with her imagined history, on
presenting it to the king, in one sentence spoke as if it was real, The
next sentence deslt with the case of Abselom and then passed back to her
own assumed family again, end you find it hard to sort out her state-
ments, Now in a far more wondrous way because inspired and perfect, it
is sometimes difficult to distinpish the statements of the Psalms, pnd
to see which refer to our beloved Lord, and which refer rather to His
erring people. Yet if ony of us have a gracious affection toward Him,

I am sure that ony knowledge we have of the Psalms would lead us to feel
Chrigt is lzrgely to be seen thers, even a8 for example, in the Song of
Solomon, It was said by one of the more emrnest(perheps I should say
most earnest) of rather populax preachers of the last century, Mr,
Spurgeon, that o certain commentator saw the Lord Jesus everywhere, and
his words upon this are somewhat as follows, - "Seeing the Lord Jesus
is o precious gift, although it must be confessed that this yriter sees
Him where e is sometimes not legitimately to be seen", I think that

ve realize that to see the Lord in Scripture IS a precious gift, end
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though we must be careful lest we moke a mistake, I think, though not
desiring of two evils to chose the less, I think T would have more
hope of the spiritual progress ¢f one vho made the misteke of seeing
the Lord too often, than I would have hope of the spritual progress
of one who saw H'm too rarely.

e poss next to consider passgges that plainly apply to
the Lord, The Book of Psalms is a well-known book, I suppose everyone
present hos read it through, I wos talking to an aged believer today,
and he was felling {» that in a country meeting where he beliwed there
were about 90 to 100 professing believers present, the questidn was
asked, How many have read the Bible though? -~ And not one could say,
Yes. He .Iimself hed been precching for meny years and the question was
put to him, and he could not say he had done sc, But the question had
its affect, Within six months he hed the joy of realizing he had gone
straight through his Father's wori, Zut vhatever other books are omitt-
ed in Scripture, I think nearly every believer has read the Book of
Psalms through, I hope we may just ponder in our hearts whether we have
been onesided in our study of Scripture. e cannot study any book too
much, but we can studyit too much proportionately, We need to have
an allround knowledge of God's Truth, The Holy Spirit has laid a
stress on quotations. Before coming out today I looked up a collection
of about 258 quotations from the Darlier Scriptures and I counted
through, ond found 66 of them were from the Psalms, practically a
quarter of them, and it wes remarkable furthermore tc find that a long
way toward holf of them were applied to the Lord Jesus Christ, in their
quotation, and several of them two or three times over. We are on safe
ground when we deal with that which the Holy Spirit saith., If we ask
generally, Does such and such o Pselm apply to the Lord Jesus, I ghink
the onswer should be first that the Psalm camnot be viewed simply as
one whole, It may have divisions. To toke & very striking case, Psaln
50 brings before us the heavenly saints, then Isreel, and lastly
the wickedone and his followers, It is importent therefore to know
vhen we are dealing with a Psalm, vhat its divisions ere, And second-
arily if we are asked if a Psalm applies to Christ, our first thought
may be, Has the Holy Spirit indicated ty quoting thus from it? Perhaps
we feel at times like the Ethiopian eunuch, "Of whom speaketh the
prorhet, of himself, or of some Other"? Then we nay find the direct
testimony of God, thnt David spoke with a view to Him, You lmow how
Peter in Acts 2 dlstinctly ghows thot Psalm 16 WAS NOT TRUE OF DAVID,
and therefore wes direct prophecr. That is perhoaps an extreme case
but it brings before us how vprominent Cirist is in the Pselms, ilot
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only ag an after-thought, not only as an application, but as the Intend-
ed One of the Holy Spirit, The following Pealms are definitely applied
to the Loxd Jesus in the later Seriptures, Some of them, as far example
Psolm 2, are epplied in different passages, and different verses are
token, You know how that verse 1 is used "Why do the heathen rage, and
the people imagine a vain thing", then again, "Thou art My Son, this
day have I begotten Thee" is taken, and again "Thou shalt rule them with
a rod of iron'is founds. Three verses are tuken showing that the Psalm
applies to the Lard Jesus, The following Psalms are said by the Holy
Spirit $o oontain references to the Lord, Pselm 2,8,16,22,31,35,40,41,
45,68,78,(probably 97), 102,110,118, Here their've have a“goodly
oolleotion of Psalms that are definitely applied to the Lord Jesus, tut
beloved friends, we are perfectly sure that they are not given as the
anly eneg, They are samples, if I might so put it, Very prominent ones,
but not a oomplete 1list, Take for example Psalm 1, Who is the wondrous
Mon of that Psalm? Take Psalm 15, Who is the Obedient One there, marked
by perfeet obedience? Psalm 24, - Who is the One of clean hands and

of a pure heart? Psalm'18, ? Who is the One rewarded secording to His
perfectness? Psalm 72, - Who 'is .the King Who will reign in righteous=
ness? Psaln 80 tells of the Man of God's right hand, Psalm 89 refers to
the One on Vham help is leid, a Mighty One, Psalm 12 moeover MAY be
taken to refer to the Lomd, "The wicked flee on every side, when He,
Who is the lonthed of .the sons of men shall be exnlted", That is not
the common trunslation, but it has been viewed as & possible transla-
tion for a number of yenxs, and I am inclined to think the Holy Spirit
intends we should inolude these thoughts there, The One Who is the
loathed and outoast of the sons of men will be exalted, and the wicked
will flee on every.side when He shall be honoured, Then Pgala 34,
speaking of the righteousness of the One Whosé bonee are not breken,
surely refers to Christ, Psalm 116 says "Preoious in the sight of the
Lord, is THE death that belongs to His saints", What death? One death
belongs to His seints, the death of the Lord Jesus, The émphatio THE

is blotted out in our translation: - necessarily in a translation

that does not have special printing for emphasis, erid one feels .the
need for underlining words or printing them in capitals at times %o
bring out the Divine emphasis, But to return, dear friends, to direct
gquotations we feel that 1f these passages are said by.the Holy Spirit
to apply to. our beloved Lord, we are safe and right in so applying
them, Indeed we may go.a step further, it would be serious not to apply
them so, Ue need to acknowledge God's wisdom, He has picked out certain
passages, end it is for us to rejoice in the view they give of our
beloved Loxd, Dut there are difficulties in the contexts of nct.a” few.
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Sholl we seek by grace to deal with some of these difficulties, At the
outset may I remind you that our beloved Lord humbled Himself when

He became & man, and 8o some exceptional passages mey end do apply to
Him, You will follow what I mean, if I pick out the 22nd, There Christ
speaks of Himself as the One Who was in sore straits, The Psalm begins
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken ife?" and it goes on "I am a
worm end no man", Surely our hearts reclize that WE could not have
applied that Psalm to our Lord, We could not Fave used the langunge,
but now that the Holy Spirit has shown us they He vos the One Vho
cried "Why hast Thou forsaken Me", we bow our heads and worship, and
acknopledge how He became wondrously humbled. I think that is the key
to Pealm 102, which is definitely applied to the Lord, It brings
before us the prayer of an Afflicted One, and the term "afflicted" is
the same as the "Poor one", and the Poor and the Needy One of the
Pselm often suggests Him Who became poor cnd needy, beyond all that
we can understond, Toward the end of the Psalm we read, "He weakened
My strength in the way, He shortened Iy doys, I said, O My God, take
e not awcy in the midst of My cays, throughout all generations are
Thy yeors. In old times didst Thou lay the fouhdations of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of Thy hands", Now at first sight we
wonder how to take this passnge, but we reclize there is a measure of
dialogue in it, (a8 for example in Psalm 2), The Lord Jeems we know,
was the One Vho was indeed weakened, \ho in the midst of His days,
about half the seventy years, died, - not that He wae taken away in
the sense of being & failure, This passage I think closely perallels
with Isdigh 49, concerning the One Who seemed -to be gpending His
strength in vain, and for nought, In the middle of Ps, 102,24, or

if not at the beginning of the next verse, there is a sudden change,
The Son has been addressing the Father, and the Father now-addresses
¥he Son, it may be the change should be in the middle of the verse,
"Thy years are throughout all generations" being the answer to the
beloved Son of God, How do we know this? From Hebrews 1, for Hebrews
1 tells us, "Thou didst lay the foumiations of the earth" was addressed
TO the Lord Jesus, and not to the Father. I meen, not to the Father
primarily, It is quoted as @ proof of the absolute Deity of the Lord
Jesus Chpist, So here we have in Psalm 102, the hapanity and Deity of
the Lord Jesus entwined in one contexbt. But though His wondrous ium-
1liction explains some difficult passages, we must acknowledge there
are some that cennot apply to Him, For example, the psalmist seys,

"I am old and greyheaded. I have been young, and now am I old", ond
expressions of that nature, Moreover he tells of the way in shich
grace brought hinm back after o period of wandering. "3Blessed is the
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man whose transgression is fergiven and whose sin is covered, Blesged
is the nan to whom the Lord imputeth not iniguity, and in whose spirit
there is no guile, When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through

my roaring &1l the dey long, for day and night Thy hand was heavy upon
me, my moisture is turned into the drought of summer" and the Psalm
goeg on to sy, "I said, I will confess my sin", The Lord Jesus never
had personyl sin, and He never held aloof from the Father, hence He is
twice out of that Psalm, He is cften the contrasted One; and here we
reach'a most important point, and that is, every type &nd every parable
comtains os much by contrasts as by rarallels, There are some parables
which are actually controsts, "Ye yourselves" says the Lord, "are to

be like men who wait for their lord, when he - the esstern master ~
shall return from the wedding', You cre to be like those who wait for
the return FROM the wedding, The eastern sleove watched for his drunken
master to come back, in fear and trembling, Ve are to wait with the
same intensityr, but certainly not with the same trembling, and He Whom
we love will come back, not having had o feast, but to welcome U5 INTO
the feast, vhe. He w111 gerve His people. The widow pleads with the
anjust judge, oand he answers, to spare himself trouble. The Lord's
people called to be His bride, plead with the Righteous Father, ond He
unswrs then in love and grace, So we hcve a contrast throughout, and
one of the most important things in the reading of Scripture is to
distinguish, Beloved friends, God has never made our paths so easy that
there will be no tests, When He put Adum in the gerden of Eden, de put
ne tree of knowledge of good and evil near the tree of life, If Abroham
tells a lie, it is not rebuked in the context, Indeed God decleres

of him soon that he is a prophet. (The sin is not explained to the
aentile king), and it is only & SUBSEQUENT context that makes clear,
and we gsee sad effects of this sin afterwards, So it is with many
things, “le are never expected to read one Scripture alone., The Bible
is not & Rook to be understood by mere learning, but VIA spiritual
sommunion, then there will be the distinguishing, but TRUTH ever be-
comes in o felse light to those who are not in hermeny with God. There
are passeges that speak of sin in the Messianic Psalms, for example

Ps, 69. How are we to deal with that passage? One verse says "They
hate lMe without a ceuse", Three verses further on brings befcre us the
“eaxing of reproach, and yet a verse between says, "0 God, Thou knowest
‘ny foolishness, and my guiltiness,(or my guiltinesses) are not hid from
Thee", How are we to explein this? It is perfectly possible for the
Holy Spirit to pick out one verse as belonging to the Lord, and for the
next verse not to apply to Him, Let me give an 111uatrntion that I am
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pure you will clearly follow, In 2 Sem. T, and 1 Chron, 17 we have ¢
record of the words of God concerning Solomon, but in the 2 Sam, 7
eccount there is rather a stress on Solomon; in 1 Chron, 17 account,
there is rather a stress on our beloved Lord, In the 2 Som, T reoord we
read, "I will be His Father end He shall be My Son", which plainly refers
to Christ, but it adds, "If He oammits iniquity I will chasten him with
the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men", Those
added words camnot apply to Him Who wes absolutely perfect, and they

are OMITTED with Divine wisdom in Chronicles, Th¢ Holy Spirit ex=
pects that we should be in harmony with Hinmself when we go to the
Scriptures, The Bible is never meant as a Book to be learnt ALONE,

I an sure you would understand whet I meen if I were to say that &

humen teacher would write a very different grammar of a langusge 1f he
meant Yo take it as the outline in lectures he was giving, from that
which he would write if he meant it for private students alone, and

far off from him, Now the Scripture is not meant for private students
alone, but for those who attend the teaching that God gives, end there-
fore the difficullties are only blessings, invitations to study and

full of instruction, But though it is quite possible that one verse may
refer Yo Christ and the next one not refer to Christ, we must not forget
that in Hebrew the saome word is used for sin and sin offering, and what
may be true of David's sin is blessedly true of Christ's sin-offering,
David's guiltiness wos Ynovm to the Lord, Christ's offering for guilti-
ness, Thus the Scripture twice over becomes forcible and expressive.
Psalm 40 may be taken in the same way, where we have the bringing up out
of the horrible pit and the miry cley. There we do not find the mention
of sins in so many words, though most read into this early verse c des-
cription of & sinner and there is o measure of truth, but such an inter-
pretation does not exhaust the passage. Nor does it seem the primary one,
but undoubtedly verse 12 is rather difficult in that 40th Pselm, 'In-
numerable evils have compassed me gsbout, Mine iniquities have token hold
of me", but THAT is the Psalm which scys "I delight to do Thy will, Oh My
God", You see how the Holy Spirit always brings the difficulty into a
position that may help to solve it, because of its EXTREME natuxe, Just
as Psalm 69, the verse BEFORE the mantiun of guilt contains the refer-
ence to a hating WITHOUT CAUSE, which could only be true of Christ; so
here this difficult passage ie very near the one which saye "Thy law

is in the midst of Me" which could ONLY be true of Christ in its fulness.
The greater the difficulty, the less the difficulty, for it is fairly
clear that One Who could say-that He was hated without a couse could
not have the personal guilt. It is fairly plain that One Who said "I
eame”, inetead of offerings "Thy low is in the midst of Me",("in Iy vexy
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rowels" as the word is in Divine expressiveness, the temm 'heart!
loses something of the force) - the One Who could thus speak could
have no personal iniquities, Therefore the greatness of the difficulty,
the intensity of the controst only emphesizes dhat God cannot metn
any failures on the part of our beloved Lord, We must either see a
fresh section starting in the Psalm, or an allusion to our beloved
Lord taking the sin of sinners on Him and becoming e sin-offering in
their place. This language even occurs in the Later Scriptures,

Him Who knew no sin God made to be SIN, OR A SIN OFFERING for us

that we might be made the righteousness of Fod in Him, I had hoped

to have spoken of a solemn contrast, nomely, Antichrist, who, with
Satan is sometimes geen in the Psalms, the wicked one, not always
clearly marked in our trenslation, for the word "wicked" that is used
is sometimes plural, If only "wicked one" were put, we should see
more definitely, but you can often find out without knowing Hebrew
becauge of the "he" or the "his" of the context, If the next clause
says "his" you lmow the rendering connot be "wicked ones"; if it

says "their", on the other hand, you will know the word is plural,
Antichrist is the wicked one, the "man of the earth" of Psalm 10, and,
o8 we see, Judas, the one son of perdition, in various Psalms, for
example 41, 69 and 109, Bo we see the other son of perdition, who is
indeed the man of blood, and the antitype of Saul, "the enemy" of
whom Psaln 18 speaks,

Our last point is an affectionate warning and exhortation,
I rather put this first thon at the end - urging against mere specu-
lation, and urging God's dear people not only to see Christ as the
Central One in the Book, but to wait on their God continuclly that
He may be the Central One of their lives.
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