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“Thy testimonies are very sure; holi-
ness becometh Thine house, O LORD,
for ever.” Psalm 93 : 5.

“THEY WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE
LAMB’'S BOOK OF LIFE.” Rev. 21:27.

Am [ written in God's book,
For therein I cannot look—
Written from eternity,

Though my name 1 cannot see?

He assures me it is there; _
Witness doth the Spirit b ar
With my spirit, so 1 cry
“Father” 10 my God on high.




2 THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD

ao08 aract

AND TRUTH

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Proverbs z:34 tells us
that “He giveth grace unto
the lowly.” We would
naturally suppose that
the lowly had not much need of grace, seeing their
lowly spirit testified to the grace already theirs.
True; yet this is just onc of the strange things in
the kingdom of grace—strange to the natural heart,
but in no wise strange to those who know some-
thing of the mysteries of the kingdom. “He giveth
grace unto the lowly” is just another way of say-
ing. “To him that hath shall be given.” But why
10 him that hath? Simply because the one who
hath—who has reccivm{, and is using, the grace
that God gives—shall find, in thus honouring God,
that there is never a scarcity in His Kingdom, The
supplics of heavenly power never fail, at least as
regards thosec who value these supplics aright. But
he who despises, or sets lightly by the heavenly
supplies, failing to feed on the heavenly provision
—caring not to drink at the heavenly fountain,
shall find “taken away” that which he seemed to
have.

“God ...giveth grace
unto the lowly."
James 4 : 6.

Selected.

Poem to Help Christian Experience—No. 264.

"WE HAVE FOUND HIM.”
"GRACE THAT 1S TO BE BROUGHT UNTO YOU AT THE
REVELATION OF ]JESUS CHRIST.”

1 have found a wondrous Saviour,
But ‘twas He Who sought me first

When my soul within me fainted
In my hunger and my thirst;

Like a foolish sheep 1 wandered,
1 was lost and in despair,

But He sought me in the desert
And His mercy found me there,

O, I kncw not how He loved me

Till mine cyes were caused to sce—
By the faith His Spirit worketh—

My Redeemer on the tree.

Then, in love beyond conceiving,
He enabled me to gras

His salvation; this receiving,
I am held within His clasp.

And He liveth, interceding;
To the uttermost He saves,
Knowing all my heart is needing,
All my longing spirit craves.

But my highest expectation
Is to see Him face to face
And to know the consummation
Of His overflowing grace.

*“GOD FORBID”

"' For what if some did not believe? Shall thejy,
unbelief make the faith of God without effect,
](}’od"forbid; yea, let God be true, but every man ;,
lar.

“Is God unrighteous Who taketh vengeance »
(I speak as a man.) God forbid; for then how shall
GodDjudge the world?

“Do we then make void the Law through faj
God forbid; yea, we establish the Law.” — - 2
" What shall we say then? Shall we continue jp,
s;n"that gr:-;ce may dabc:iund? God forbid. Hoyy,
shall we, that are dead to sin, li
therein?”- n. live any longer

“What then? Shall we sin, because we :
under the law, but under grace? God forg;?j "

“What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? G
forbid. Nay, | had not known lust, except the Laod
had said, Thou shalt not covet.” w

“The Law is . . . good. Was then that which ;
good made death unto me? God forbid. But o;.5
that it might appear sin, working death in me ];1 !
that which is good; that sin by the commandmeyyy
might become exceeding sinful.”

“As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esay
have | hated. What shall we say then? Is theye
unrighteousness with God? God forbid. For e
saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom 1 will
have mercy, and I will have compassion on Wwhom
I will have compassion.”

“I say then, Have they stumbled that they shoulq
fall? God forbid; but rather through their fa))
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke
them to jealousy.”

“Know ye not that your bodies are the membe
of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Chrj
and make them the members of an harlot? Gog4
forbid.” )

“ But if, while we seek to be justified by Chrig;
we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore
Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.

“Is the Law then against the promises of Goq ,
God forbid: for if there had been a law given
which could have given life, verily righteousnegg

_should ha!e_ been by_t.he La}y_il'
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(Romans 3:4, 6, 31; 6:2, 16; 7:7, 13: 9:14, 1§;
1r:1, 11;.1 Corinthians 6:14; Galatians 2:17;
3:21.)

This expression, “God forbid,” occurring thirteen
times in the epistles of Paul, is not a true transla-
tion of the words of the Holy Spirit. Literally, it
consists of two words (me genoito) meaning, “May
it not have become,” equivalent to.the English
phrase, “May it never come to this?”

Doubtless, the translators of the Authorized
Version desired to convey Paul's deep feelings to
the readers, but a believer would hesitate to use
this expression in ordinary speech, though it is
heard from the lips of men of the world, who so
often take the Name of God in vain.

However, what is thus brought before us is: —

(a) The apostle’s jealousy for the honour of God
and of Christ.

(b) His concern to uphold the righteousness and
holiness of the Law.

(c) His desire that the saints should live as those
justified and sanctified by grace.

(d) His conviction that God has a purpose for
Israel in the future, despite their present state of
unbelief.

The Honour of God and of Christ

There is no unrighteousness with God, whether
He take vengeance (2 Thess. 1:8) or whether He
set His love upon some and not upon others. In
all His dealings with man, He worketh all things
after the counsel of His Own will. That will is
good and perfect, and should be well-pleasing to
His creatures. To question His wisdom or His
working is folly in vain man. ,

It is God That justifieth the ungodly (Rom. 4:%).
Christ came to call sinners, not “righteous” ones.
Through His work comes justification. But the
justified one knows and feels himself a sinner.
Justification in and of itself does not change his
nature. Regeneration and sanctification are neces-
sary to that. Some might argue that, therefore,
“Christ is the minister of sin,” because justification
means, not making, but reckoning, the subject of
grace, righteous, though he be personally found a
sinner. To this Paul says, “Far be the thought,” for
justification is “through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:25),‘Who is also a pro-
pitation because of His having borne the sins of
His elect, and put them away for ever.

The Righteousness of the Law

Through the Law is the knowledge of sin, the
abounding of sin, its becoming exceeding sinful
‘and appearing what it really it.

Moreover, it pro-.

nounces and works death to the sinner. Thus the
Holy Spirit uses the Law to cut away all hope in
a man'’s sclf-rightecousness. Yet the Law is not sin,
nor ordained to death, for it is “holy, and righte-
ous and good,” and the preaching of justification
by faith does not make void, but rather establishes
the Law. For Christ has satisfied Law by His life
and dcath. Law is not abrogated, but is honoured.
Hence, God is righteous and declares righteous the
one “who believeth in Jesus.”

The New Life of a Believer

Because grace overflowed where sin abounded
this gives no warrant to continue in sin with the
expectation ‘“that good may come.” This is anti-
nomianism, more strongly expressed by the idea
that sin mag be indulgeﬁ because one is no longer
under law, but under grace. This would be “turn-
ing the grace of God into lasciviousness,” and onc
who expresses such sentiments could not be re-
garded as a regencrate person, but one still in
bondage to sin (Rom. 6:1-6).

Solemn, too, are the words of the apostle in
1 Corinthians 6:18, for “God hath not called us
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” The prin-
ciple goes farther than as regards physical sin.
There is an uncleanness of spirit as well as of
flesh (2 Cor. 7:1, and see the preceding verses).
The Lord calls His pcople to come out and be
separate. Separation is not an attractive word
to the professing believer, yet the call is to “go
out to meet the Bridegroom,” in virgin-like char-
acter, and with lamps trimmed and bumingg May
God by His Spirit so revive His blood-bought
people!

God has a purpose for Isracl

Strangely, not a few godly persons, well ac-
quainted with Holy Scripture, and used of God in
leading souls to Christ, and building up the saints,
personally sound in doctrine and godly in walk,
cannot see in the promises and prophecies any
future blessedness on the carth for a revived and
regenerated nation of Israel. The names, Isracl,
erusalem, Zion, are applied to the Church. There
Is a .peavenly Jerusalem, a Sion, and an “Isracl of
God” (Gal. 6:16), but the distinction between the
heavenly and earthly counterparts is carefully
maintained. In Romans 1j 12, this distinction/is
clearly seen. Hence verse 26 must not be inter-
preted other than as of the nation, especially as it
is also c}escnbed as “Jacob,” by which name the
church is never designated. )

Continued on_page 9
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS
ZACCHAEUS

Who was he? A publican, that is, a man who
collected taxes for the Roman emperor, who
ruled over the land of Israel in the days when
the Lord Jesus was living there. They were not
loved by the Jews, because these publicans were
also Jews, and were sometimes not honest; also
because the Jews hated the Roman rule, and would
like to be free of it. They also spoke of “publicans
and sinners,” so that Zacchacus belonged to a
company of people who had a bad name. te was
a chief man among them, and he may have been
more just than some in his dealings (Luke 19:8).

This man was rich, and yct he needed something
better, for riches do not make onc's heart content-
ed or happy. “He was secking to sce JESUS Who
He was.” As he was a very short man, the crowds
hid the Lord from his sight. So “he ran before and
climbed up into a sycamorc tree.” He had heard
about the Lord Jesus, and made up his mind he
must sce Him, for he knew that the Lord “was to
pass that way.”

Let us stay awhile and ask ourselves if we have
a longing within us to know HIM, We may have
many things to make us happy, and perhaps, have
many friends; but things do not satisfy the heart,
and friends may be like the crowds that hid the
lord from that man’s eyes. You may be young,
and yct feel yourself to be rich, because of many
ecarthly blessings, and yet, if the Lord Jesus is not
known and loved, you are really very, very poor.

This man had to get away from the crowds into
a place all by himsell, so as to be able to “see
JESUS Who He was.”” Best of all, the Saviour
“looked up and saw him.” He knew where
Zacchacus was, and must have been glad he was
so carnest. Three things the Lord told him:—
(1) “Make haste,” (2) “And come down,” (3) “To-
day I must abide at thy house.”

The Lord Jesus has a right to command, and
knew He would be obeyed, for did not God put it
into the man's heart to seck to see Jesus, and then
to obey Him Who is LORD? Yes, and these three
things he did. “He made haste.” Not a moment’s
delay, for the Lord was the very One he longed
for. Then, “he came down,” just where the Lord
was, and “he received (welcomed) Him joyfully”
into his own house. There it was the Lord Jesus
spoke those lovely words, “This day is Salvation
come to this house.” We do not know how long
the Lord stayed there, but we are sure that He
Who came into a house made with hands dwelt
for ever in the heart of Zacchaeus. Has the Saviour

a home in your heart, dear reader?

Ask yourself, “Am 1 like this man, seeking the
Lord in earnest? Is the Lord Jesus the One for
Whom | long more than all others? Am I willip
to leave the crowds and their earthly joys, and be
where the Lord shall call mie? And if I should heay
His voice, should I make haste and come to Him 7 »

T —

WINSOME WORDS FROM WATSON

How do the promises work for good? They,
are food for faith; and that which strengtheyg
faith works for good. The promiscs are the milk of
faith; faith sucks nourishment from them, as the
child from the breast. “Jacob feared exceedingly
(Gen. 32:7). His spirits were ready to faint; noy,
he goes to the promise “Lord, Thou hast said Thq,,
wilt do me good” (Gen. 32:12). This promise wyg
his food. He got so much strength from this ppq_
mise, that he was able to wrestle with the Lord 4
night in prayer, and would not let Him go till e
had blessed him.

The promises also are springs of joy. There is
more in the promises to comfort than in the wor|q
to perplex. Ursin was comforted by that promijge
“No man shall pluck them out of My Fathey'g
hand” (John 10:29). The promises are cordialg in
a fainting fit, “Unless Thy law had been my de.
lights, 1 should then have perished in mype
affliction” (Ps. 119:92). The promises are as coyk
to the net, to bear up the heart from sinking ;
the deep waters of distress. n

The saints’ graces are weapons to defend them
wings to elevate them, jewels to enrich themy,
spices to perfume them, stars to adorn thep,’
cordials to refresh them. ’

Christ's prayer takes away the sins of
prayers. As a child, says Ambrose, that is willjp
to present his father with a posy, goes into thg
garden, and there gathers some flowers and SOm:
weeds together, but coming to his mother, gh.
picks out the weeds and binds the flowers: ¢
when we have put up our prayers, Christ com
and picks away the weeds, the sin of our prayer’
and presents nothing but flowers to His Fathe,
which are a sweet-smelling savour, '

As the hard frosts in winter bring on the flowe,¢
in the spring, as the night ushers in the momj,,
star: so the evils of affliction produce much g%§
to those that love God.
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NAPTHALI

“And Rachel said, With great wrestlings
(wrestlings of God, margin) have | wrestled with
my sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his
name NAPHTALL"

“And of Naphtali he said, O NAPHTALI, satis-
fied with favour, and full with the blessing of the
Lord: possess thou the west and the south.”

“NAPHTALI is a hind let loose: he giveth good-
ly words.” '

“And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in
Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the
borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim (Naphtali,
see Isaiah g9:1): that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, the land
of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim
(NAPHTALI), by the way of the sea, beyond Jor-
dan, Galilee of the Gentiles; the people which sat
in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat
in the region and shadow of death light is sprung
up” (Gen. 30:8; Deut. 33:23; Gen.49:21 Matt.
4:13-16). -

Foreword

Without seeming to be unduly mystical, yet
accepting the Divine statement that, “All Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration and is profitable for
doctrine . . . ,” the writer pens the following
words, yet perhaps unknowingly giving expression
to thoughts which have occurred to others. But
it may be, indeed is hoped, the people of God may
be profited, and, above all, God Himself be glori-
fied.

The Circumstances of Naphtali’s birth

Rachel, in her anguish, had said to Jacob, “Give
me children or I die.” Her husband reminded her
that children were God’s gift. Following a pre-
cedent, she gave her maid to Jacob, thinking to
be “built” by her. Naphtali was the maid Bilhah's
second son, but Jacob’s sixth. On the occasion of
this birth, Rachel spoke of the “wrestlings of
God.” implying a deep sorrow and exercise of
heart. It is well at the commencement of our
meditation, to have this thought of intense long-
ing and mental suffering in association with the
beginning of a new life. 'For we are reminded of
Him Who said, “My Soul is exceedingly sorrowful,

even unto death;” Who *“began to be sore
amazed and very heavy;” Reaching the garden, He
prayed, “and being in an agony He prayed more
earnestly : and His sweat was as it were great
drops of blood falling down to the ground.”

It was there, in the garden, He was dreadfully
assaulted by Satan, who would have hindered His

" going to the cross. The fearfulness of that three-

fold temptation (as in the wilderness so in the
garden) no mortal will ever comprehend. 'Tis
something known only to the Father and the Son.
Truly there were “wrestlings of God,” but there
also was a prevailing. He, the Son of God, went
on to endure the cross, to look down upon the
shame, and is now seated at the right hand of
God. Now, blessed be God, as the fruit of that
glorious transaction, He can say, “Behold ! and
the children which God hath given Me."”
The Blessing of Moses the man of God

The words of Deuteronomy 33 may next be
fittingly pondcred. “satisfied with favour, and full
with the blessing of the LORD.” This word *“fav-
our,” signifying God'’s good plcasure and His will,
is that used by the Lord Jesus, when He said, *'l
delight to do T)l'w will, O my God.” But it expresses
the Divine disposition toward His people. “For
Thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour
wilt Thou compass him as with a Shield"” (Ps. g:
12) “In His favour is life” (Ps. 30:4) “LORD, by
Thy favour Thou hast made my mountain 1o
stand strong” (Ps. 30:7). Do we not read also of
“the good pleasure” of God, often in regard to
His people (Eph. 1:5, 9, 11)? But there is not only
favour and blessing. There is a satiation and a
fulness. God “hath blessed us with ALL spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” “In Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhcad bodily,
and ye are complete (having been filled) in Him”
(Eph. 1:3; Col. 2:9-10). The desire of the apostle
for the saints is, “That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded
in_love, may bc able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height; and to know the love of Christ, which
passcth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all
the fulness of God"” (Eph. 3:17-19). Such fulness
could not be theirs, unless God is infinite, possess-
ing all things, and rich in mercy, willing to im-
part, and making each clect one a vessel able 1o
receive of His riches. “Of His fulness have all we
received gnd grace for grace.” “But we have this .
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency
of the power may be of God, and not of uss”
(2 Cor. 4:7). .

The man of God continues his blessing in the
words, “Possess thou the west and the south.” A
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glance at the map reveals that Naphtali's portion
was northerly, but west and south of the Sca of
Galilce. The Scptuagint renders, “Sea and streams,”
and his inheritance appears to have been a richly
fertile land. “'Possess thou'—take possession of
what God has ordained for thee; thou shalt find
abundant provision thercin. Thus we have a fur-
ther stress on the bountifulness of God, Who alone
can, and does satisfy the longing soul and fill the
hungry soul with poodness.

The prophesy of Jacob

“Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly
words.” The hind is a swiftly moving creature,
Three times we read, “He maketh (or will make)
my fcet like hinds’ feet,” that is swift and sure.
The words are accompanied by such cxpressions
as “and sctteth me upon my high places,” or “He
will make me to walk upon mine high places.”
Further, “let loose” means "to send forth or
away." Hence, there is a twofold thought—ex-
altation and apostolic service. “He giveth goodly
words" adds force to this conception, and reminds
of the prophetic utterance, quoted by the apostle,
“"How Lcauliful are the feet of them that preach
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things" (Rom. 10:15).

The Lord Jesus in the Land of Naphtali

The words last quoted scem 1o lead on to Mat-
thew 4:13-16, for who gave such “goodly words"
s He Who was “sent forth” of His Father, called
“the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus.” Long before His first advent, Israel
had gonc into captivity, and the boundaries of the
tribes’ inheritance had disa})pcared. Yet the pro-

het foretold the coming of Messiah to that very
and alloted to Naphtali (Isa. 9:1-2). Who would,
however, have understood that he spoke of Christ
by the figure of “a Great Light.”?

The captivity of Isracl by the Assyrian was
quickly followed by the colonizing of their land
by strangers. [lence Naphtali's portion became
“Galilce of the Gentiles.” Yet to that despised
district of the Lord's land came the Lord Jesus.
“Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?,”
asked one. Nevertheless, there was the Lord
“brought up,” and much of His ministry was in
Galilee, the land of Naphtali, So that all the pro-
phesies and other statements in Scripture seem
to have been headed up in the coming of Messiah
into the world. That world was indeed in darkness,
particularly Galilee, but it pleascd the Father that
His Son should be born of a virgin of Nazareth,
and spend no less than thirty years of His short

life there.

Thus have we sought to trace the connection
between these carly prophecies and the fulfi).
ment by the coming of the Lord Jesus. He it i5
of Whom “Moses, in the Law, and the prophets
did write, Jesus of Nazareth.” May we see Him evey
more clearl{ as we read the Scriptures daily, and,
being “let loose,” may every saint “give goodly
words.”

INSPIRED WORDS INSPECTED

“And you hath He quickened, who wese
dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time
past ye walked according to the course of thijs
worlJ, according to the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience; among whom algg
we all had our conversation in times past i,
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the tlesh and of the mind; and were by naty,e
the children of wrath, even as others.”
Ephesians 2 : I-3
No. 59

AND (kai); conjunction.

YOU (humas); personal pronoun, accusative
plural; object of the verb “filleth” (ch. 1:23)

HATH HE QUICKENED (not in text).
WHO WERE (ontas); present participle, accusatjve
plural, from “eimi” (I am). Literally, “oneg
being.” All that follows is descriptive of “you. "

DEAD (nckrous); adjective, accusative, plural.
from nekros, -a, -ov (dead); compare “necropoljg*
and '‘necromancer.”

IN (not in text).

TRESPASSES (tois paraptomasin); noun, with
article, dative, plural, neuter gender, from “para
toma,” a compound of “para’ (aside) and “ptom
(from “pipto,” “I fall”), meaning “a fall,” apq
sometimes used, (Matt, 24:28) of a dead boq
Hence, our word means, “a falling aside,” plury]
ending. “In” or “by” is implied by the use of the
dative case.

AND (kai).

SINS (tais hamartiais); noun, with article, dative,
plural, feminine, from “hamartia” (sin, aberration
from the truth, missing the mark). The use of the
article refers back to verse 7, where “paraptomaty*
occurs,

OF YOU (humon); personal pronoun, plural.

WHEREIN (en hais); preposition “in,” and rela.
tive pronoun, feminine, plural, dative, from “hog,
he, ho” (wha or which); hence translate, “jj
which.”

IN TIME PAST (pote); adverb, meaning “when,
at some time, once.”
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YE WALKED (periepatesate); verb, aorist, from
“peripateo,” compound of “peri” (around) and
“pateo” (to tread with the feet); hence “tread
around, or walk about.”

ACCORDING TO (kata); preposition, meaning
“down,” or ‘“‘down along” (with accusative) and
so “according to,” since accusative case follows.

THE COURSE (ton aiona); article and noun
accusative, from “aion” (an age). The present
time, up to the coming of the Lord, is spoken of
as “this age.” Hence our word denotes a cycle of
time. We use the expression, “in course of time.”

OF THIS WORLD (tou kosmou toutou); article
noun and demonstrative pronoun, genitive, singu-
lar masculine. From “Kosmos” (world) and ““houtos
haute, touto™ (this).

ACCORDING TO (kata); see above.

THE PRINCE (ton archonta); article and noun,
masculine, singular, from “archon” (ruler, govern-
or, leader).

OF THE POWER (tes exousias); article and noun,
genitive, singular, feminine; from “exousia”
(authority).

OF THE AIR (tou aeros); article and noun, gen-
itive, masculine; from “aer” (air). Note reference
lo “principalities (rules) and powers (authorities)
in heavenly places.” (chs. 3:10; 6:12).

THE SPIRIT (tou pneumatos); article, and noun,
genitive, neuter, from “pneuma” (spirit) Translate,
“of the spirit.”

NOW (nun); adverb; contrast “pote,” above. At
one time the believer was “of this spirit,” but,
having been saved, is no longer so. Yet the same
spirit is NOW at work in others.

WORKETH (tou energountos); present parti-
ciple, genitive, singular, neuter; from “enecrgeo.”
a compound of “en” (in) and derivative of “‘ergon”
(work); hence, “to in-work,” (to be active, to pro-
duce effect); we recognise our word “‘energy.” The
evil spirit is indeed energetic.

IN (en); Preposition governing dative case.

THE CHILDREN (tois huiois); noun, with article,
plural, dative, from “huios” (son).

OF DISOBEDIENCE (tes apeitheias); article, and
noun, feminine, genitive, from “apeitheia,”’ com-

ound of “a” (deprivative) and peitho (1 per-
suade); (I am persuaded, passive); hence, “I trust.”
The word signifies, therefore, ‘“not being per-
suaded, and so not trusting, that is, unbelieving
disobedient; the form, “sons of disobedience” may
be compared with “son of perdition,” “Steward of
unrighteousness.” _

AMONG (en); literally “in.”

WHOM (hois); relative pronoun, dative plural.

ALSO (kai). ‘

WE (hemeis); personal pronoun, nominative,
plural.

ALL (pantes); adjective, qualifying “we;" from

“pas, paea, pan.”
HAD OUR CONVERSATION (anastraphemen);
verb, aorist, passive, from “ana” (up) and

“strepho’ (I turn or wurn about); hence, our word
means, literally “l turn up or overturn.” Middle
Voice, “l turn myself about.” Passive, “'l am turned
round.” In English, we say, ““l turn myself, or turn
my hand, to anything.” The best rendering of the
word before us is, “our manner of life.”

IN TIMES PAST (pote); sec above.

IN (en).

THE LUSTS (tais epithumiais); article and noun,
feminine, Elural; dative because following “cn;”
from “epithumia,” compound of “epi” (upon) and
“thumos” (mind or soul as the seat of the will,
desire, emotions) the word ‘“desires” may better
express the meaning, since “lust” today is used to
denote the baser passions. “Desires” may be com-
aratively *“good.,” though only of the flesh or
natural man.

OF THE FLESH (tes sarkos); article and noun,
feminine, genitive; from “sarx” (flesh, physically
or morally). .

OF US (hemon); personal pronoun, genitive,
plural.

FULFILLING (poiountes); present participle,
from *“poico” (I do or make); “ones doing.”
characterised as such.

THE DESIRES (ta thelemata); article and noun,
neuter, plural; from “thelema” (will, or thing
willed). The ending “ma” denotes a thing made.

OF THE FLESH (see above; clearly the flesh
morally.

AND (kai).

OF THE MIND (ton dianoion); article and noun,
cnitive, plural, feminine; compound of ‘dia”
through) and “noio” (from “nous,” mind); hence,
“to see with the mind, perceiv®, understand;” our
word therefore means ‘“thinking through,”
mature thought or perception. It seems clear that
what is intended to be conveyed by these last
words is that one still in the Kesh and with his
natural mind, exercises his will perversely. The
plural ofthe words, “will" (see Acts 13:22) and of
“mind” suggests intensity, and is almost Hebraic.

AND (Kgi%.

WE WERE (emetha); verb, imperfect, from
“eimi” (I am).

BY NATURE (phusei); noun; feminine, dative;
from “phusis” (nature, kind, innate disposition).
Not merely habit or custom. but the “make-up”
of the natural man,

CHILDREN (tekna); noun, neuter, plural; from
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“teknon” (a child as born, from tikto, I bear).
Distinguish from “huios” above.

OF WRATH (orges); noun, feminine, genitive,
from orge (anger, with the idea of punishment).
Doubtless, this is Divine wrath, which, by nature,
“we" descrved and would have endured everlast-
ingly, but for grace and that God is rich in mercy.
The phrase, “children of wrath” is almost a
Hcbraism,

EVEN AS (hos); relative adverb, meaning “‘as.”

ALSO (Kai).

OTHERS (hoi loipoi); article and noun, nomi-
native, plural, from “loipos” (left or remaining)
from “leipo” (I lcave) Translate “the rest.” The
clect are ones ‘“taken out.” :

FREEMASONRY
AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

Perecy W. HEWARD

An opportunity was given to speak with a Scotch
freemason on an American ship. He owned there
were those in the craft who had unworthy mo-
tives, but felt that if a man only lived up to its
principles, what more could be expected? Masonic
temples were, in his opinion, religious centres,
exalting God,

i had no call from God then to deal with the
csoteric character of masonry, and its “Baby-
lonian” origin: God graciously impressed just two
or three things on the heart, and a brother present
at the conversation thought they might be used
to help others. The exact words are not remem-
bered, but we commend the thoughts to all who
are truly concerned.

What is the essential relationship of frecmason-
ry 10 the Lord Jesus Christ? The belief in God.
without belief in the way He has marked out, is
not sufficient., The devils (demons) “believe”
(James 2:19), but 4heir faith is vain. We cannot
come to God as FATHER cxcept by the Lord Jesus
(john 14:6), and if we cannot comce thus, we only
meet Him as our judge,

Freemasonry definitely welcomes, into its
brotherhood, those who do not believe in the
Lord Jesus, ncither in His Deity, nor in salvation
by His precious blood. Hence, whatever be the
private thoughts of members, when a lodge has
prayers, its chaplain must not pray in the Name
of the Lord Jesus nor plead and rejoice in His
atoning blood. If he does so, he_violates the
principles of frecmasonry. The one with whom we
spoke said “You cannot know all,” but when
definitely asked, he did not, and could not, con-
tradict whatever was set forth.

It is not enough to speak of “the Great Archi.
tect of the universe,” He has another buildin
and, with regard to this, He has said, “Behold, }
lay in Zion for a Foundation a Stone, a tried Stone
a precious Corner Stone, a sure Foundation: he
that believeth shall not make haste” (not be con.
founded, Isa. 28:16; 1 Pet. 2:6). This is the a]).
important Building of which God is the Architect
and He ever emphasizes His beloved Son. Chrigt
is both the Foundation and the Topstone, and j;
is written “The Stone which the builders refused ig
become the Head stone of the corner” (Ps. 118: ;.
Matt. 21:42). This is what the Jewish builders
actually did, and remarkably, the masons, whq
regard themselves as builders, are doing the very
same thing. This is crucial. One may ask, what jf
the passage is a prophecy of such builders, and of
God’s displeasure in their building, even as jp
Isaiah 66:1-2 He says of some, “Where is the
house that ye build unto Me? And where is the
place of My rest?” But He adds that He looks g
one who is “poor and of a contrite spirit, ang
trembleth” at His word. It is noteworthy thae
both Isaiah 28:16 and Psalm 118:22 are alijke
found in the Old and New Testaments. Thus Gog
doubly emphasizes these passages concerning the
Stone, Which is ever the Lord Jesus. Freemasony
is erecting a building without the Topstone, withoye
the Keystone, without the Lord Jesus. We canngy
forget the first builders in Genesis, who thought of
a cn{ and a tower, and spoke of heaven, but j
was left unfinished, a tower without a headstone
The tower of Babel and its failure have beep
copied by many since. Since freemasonry leaveg
out Christ, Who is the Alpha and the Omeg,
(Rev. 22:17%), it can only bring confusion. )

The one who spoke with us urged that all the
system was in the Bible. We do not accept such
a statement, but if it were partly true this woylqg
not prove anything, unless all Scripture is accepteq
Freemasonry leaves out the parts that tell of ga).
vation by the blood of Christ. It was pointed oy
that a clock without the mainspring would
emptied of value. Judaism has many Scriptul—ael
quotations in its services, but leaves out the Same

. vital matter. It is cvident that this is, as Gq

Himself says, the Stone of Stumbling (r Pet.2:g)
and the marked consensus against the work of the
Lord Jesus illustrates His solemn warning containe(ei
in such words. We recollect that Mohammc:danigm
speaks well of Christ, but denies His Deity ang
Atonement. Judaism, as we have seen, falls at the
very same Stumbling Stone. And when we find sucp,
diverse systems as Frecmasonry and Modernig

likewise break down here, the importance
God’s fore-warning is more fully seen. The Holy
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Scriptures are written to reveal beforehand where
man will try his vain strength against God's own
one way of blessing. O that the reader may not
continue this dangerous road, but seek the Lord
while He may be found (Isa. §5:6), and rest, as a
guilty sinner, on the poured out blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Thus will he himself become a living
stone in God’s own building, and be included in
the temple of which 1 Peter 2:5 so beautifully
speaks.

Somewhat remarkably, we had been spcaking
earlier with young men trained in Roman
Catholicism, and it is worthy of notice that though
that system is poles apart from Masonry, the two
unite in taking away from the Lord Jesus the
glory of being the One Rock on which God's build-
ing is raised up (Matt. 16:18). This extraordinary
coinciding cannot be a mere accident, The adver-
sary (1 Pet. 5:8) knows that everything depends on
rclation to the Lord Jesus, and His precious atone-
ment. Ah, dear reader, are you in Him?

Frcemasonry refers to Solomon’s temple, but
that, even as the tabernacle which preceded it,
was full of sacrificial types of the Lord Jesus
Christ. It is the method of the enemy in the pre-
sent dispensation to take part of truth (the fine
flour), and to leaven it. Here we see this very
attitude, which deceives many. We do not know
if the prophesied temple, yet to be rebuilt in un-
belief at Jerusalem, according to Isaiah 66, and
other at present unfulfilled Scriptures, will be
erected by a combination of Judaism and Free-
masonry, but this would not be surprising. Their
principles alike emphasize God without His own
appointed way. Now it was this attitude that put
the Lord Jesus to death. The Scribes and Pharisees
boasted of a belief in GOD and of knowing His
will. Ominous, in like manner, is the fact that the
first “worshipper” was Cain, who acknowledged
GOD, but came to Him without a sacrifice, with-
out a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. We know the
dread sequel. “The way of Cain” is seen in Juder1.
History will yet repeat itself, and Antichrist will
be the fruit. .

Any who own Jesus Christ as Lord should be
deeply moved by this, in loyalty to Him, and, if
they are found, though with a sleeping partnership,
in Freemasonry, they should, at all costs and
risks, seek first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness, and refuse to remain even a few
days, in any fellowship except the fellowship of
God’s Son (1 Cor. 1:9). Surely those who have
been brought to be members of Christ, should
ccase membership of every mixed society, and
indeed of everyh secret association, ill befitting

eby_cut_the i

brothers “in Christ,” and approve that which
cannot commend itself to “every man's conscicnce
in the sight of God.” The Holy Spirit has gracious-
ly emphasized in Scripture how much God loved
the world, and the gift, by the Father, of llis
Beloved Son is a call to take His standpoint, and
to exalt the Name of the LORD JESUS. But free-
masonry degrades Him by lcaving Him out. Its
attitude as to sin is therefore quite opposcd to that
of God. HIS testimony is that sin deserves wrath,
and that the only hope is His Own costly gift of
the One Who was infinitely dear to Him, to redeem
poor lost souls. So dreadful is the sinner's doom,
so full is God's mercy and so rich is His Gift. But
Freemasonry definitely and systematically slights
that matchless Gift, and deliberately puts in the
background that which God has done to save
sinners. Here is effrontery against Him, however
the sad, sad fact is concealed.

Surely everything emphasizes the immediate
call to children of God to come out from all that
does not acknowledge His own way of salvation.
Such He tenderly calls, “Ye are the temple of the
Living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and [ will be their God, and
they shall be My people. Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive
you, and will be a FATHER unto you, and ye
shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:16-18), and so the words
ring out once more where the Lord Jesus said to
Thomas, “l am the Way, and the Truth, and the
Life: no man cometh unto the FATHER, but by
Me"” (Johni4:6).

Continued from page 3

Israel “stumbled,” and that particularly when
they rejected the Messiah, “for they stumbled at
that Stumbling-ston” (John ¢:32-33). But “have
they stumbled that (in order that) they should
fall?” “Let it not be,” says Paul. The “stumbling”
was not thus to terminate, but the Divine purpose
is being effected through this sad failure. Was not
the “determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God” worked out thus? “Salvation has come unto
the Gentiles” as a result, but salvation will come
to Isracl. “Blindness in part has happened” to them
(Rom. r11:24) but only “until the fulness of the
Gentiles be come in.” Then shall they know a
“fuiness,” which will mean “riches” and “life from
lh?' dead” for the nations (Rom: 11:12-15).

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God . . . for of Him, and through

Him, and to Him, are all things; to Whom be glory
Vi = -
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THE PURPOSE OF SCRIPTURE

Concluded

{(d) The Scripturcs are God's appointed means of
imparting knowledge. (Prov. 22:20; 2 Tim. 3 16).
In the first mentioned passage is included also the
purposc of enabling to furnish an answer (see also
1 Pet. 4:4; Luke 1:3-4). Isracl did not respond to
God's kindness (HHosca 8:12). It should be observed
that the giving of an inspired writing is not in-
tended by God to be a substitute for the Holy
Spirit's teaching, but as the appointed means by
which the Holy Spirit instructs His people. It is
He by Whom men of God spoke and wrote, and it
is He Who causes the words to live in the experi-
cnce of the saints. (John 14:26; 16:17-15; Heb.
10:15-16; Rev. 2:1-8).

(e) The Scr(iplurc is written to keep [resh the
memories of God’s people. (2 Pet. 3:1.) Written,
because “traditions” become distorted and so are
no help but a hindrance. This may be a reminder
that “learning by heart” is good and acceptable to
God.

() The purposc of Scripture is to lead to [aith in
Christ. (John 20:71; 1 John 5:13) including an
assurance of Salvation. Faith in Christ is living—
a gift of God, and such faith reposes in absolute
confidence upon God’s written and unchangeable
words.

(g) The Scriptures are a guide to practical obedi-
ence (Ezekicl 47:11).

(i) '* That he may run who reads” (Heb. 2:2),
see Psa. 119:32 and compare Heb, 10:36-39,
from which it is clear that this “running”
is with a view to “that day”. May we not
labour in vain or run in vain!

(i) “For our admonition” (1 Cor. 10:11). In
this context the call to obedience is very
clear, Warnings against disobedience are
also clear. “Warning" is also the subject of
1 Cor. 4:14 and 1 John 2:4.

(ili) To preserve from “seduction” and from
“slipping” (Psalm 17:4: 1 John 2:26; Phil.
3! S. The word “safe” in the latter passage
means ‘“‘not slipping”. Sec also Psalm
110:11.

(iv) As an cncouragement to spiritual warfare
(Jude 3; Matt 4:4; Eph. 6:17).

(v) Asa call to repentance (Jer. 36: 2). (Compare
also 2 Pet. 3:9.) Such is illustrated in 2

. Chron. 34:27 and Neh. 8.

(h) The Scriptures are intended to be “food”

for His people, in spiritual enjoyment, (Psalm
119:103; Jer. 15:16). Thus it was to the Lord
1!:csps (Matt. 4:4) and a “fulness of joy" for the
clievers was the object of John in writing (1
John 1:4). ' ‘

(i) The last words of Scripture (Rev. 22:20-21)
suggest that they are given with a view to prayer
not only as providing subjects on which to pray
but giving us the very words (Hosea 14:2). Medit;.
tion is a proved help to power in prayer.

(J) The Scriptures are given with a view 10 the
unity of the saints in practical fellowship (Rom_
15:4-7). If there were a common and united obedj.
ence to the commands of the Lord Jesus, as they
are given in the Gospels and Epistles, on the pagy
of all the saints, would not there be a manifeg,
unity, such as the Lord Jesus asked? (John 17). 1y,
this connection, it should be remembered thyg
scparation from the world will result from the
inward reception of God’s words (John 17: 14).

(k) “That the man of God may be perfecy
throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tip,'
3:17). Though the cxpression, “man of God" j¢
not applicd universally to the saints, yet the
principle remains, inasmuch as it shews that “good
works”, and these in spiritual abundance canng
be brought forth apart from the right use of the
words of God. (See John 14:1-8.)

May every reader of these notes be quickeneq
to a greater and ever-increasing love of Godg
precious gift of His words and seek the promiseq
guidance of the Holy Spirit as he or she diligent]y.
“searches the Scriptures daily,” *“receiving th)
word with all readiness of mind” (Acts 17:171). ¢

SALVATION AND WHAT IT MEANS

It is a great privilege to be saved. How thankfy,)
those are, at least for a time, who have been ip
burning house or in a sinking ship, and have beg,
rescued. This is only a very faint picture of whan
God’s eternal salvation is, from His righteout
wrath., It is terrible to be under Wraths
and to be “DEAD IN SINS" though physgj..
ally alive (Eph. 2:1), and far off from God. When
this is realized, through the gracious working o
the Holy Spirit, by His word of truth, there mug;
be concern about the NEED of salvation, and often
much trembling. Yet how. few, even among youy .
er ones, as well as the older ones, REALIZE thetie',-
sad condition and blindness to-day. For Satan de.
ceives and seeks to hinder; but, when God beging
to work, the sinner cannot be at rest till he, or
she, has real rest in knowing that sins are forgivey,
and put away for ever. And this is through the
precious work of Him, of Whom it is said, T o
Son of man is come to seek and to save thgy,
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). The Lord Jesys
said, “I came not to call the righteous (those Who
THINK they are all right), but sinners to repeny.
ance’ (Matt, 9:13). It is easy to say, as King Sauy)
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did, and others, "l have sinned,” and not really
mean it. How different are the words of the tax-
gatherer in Luke 18: 13, who felt his sins a burden,
and cried to God, saying, “God, be merciful to
me, the sinner.” How graciously God answers
SUCH prayers. But, alas, how few have a deep
sense o? their sins, and so they go on and become
more and more careless and indifferent. '

Yet the Scriptures are so plain as to the only
way whereby any, young or old, can and must be
saved. “Salvation is of the Lord,” said one of old:
and, when he said this, we read, “And the Lord
spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon
the dry land.” What a wonderful deliverance
physically. How much more wonderful is salva-
tion from the dreadful and eternal doom of sin.

How terrified people are if they are in a burning
house, as they sce the flames, and they know that
unless rescued they are cut off from escape, and
will be burnt to death, But, sad as this may scem,
and it is solemn, the fire of wrath is far more
solemn.

What about the flames of hell, and the second
death, the separation of body and soul for ever?
Then we think of the one in Luke 16 who said,
“l am tormented in this flame” (verse 24). These
things are REAL, even as everything else in the
word of God is real, and we dare not hide any of
God's truth, even from the younger ones. 'Tis
blessed to KNOW that *“Salvation is of the Lord,”
and that He, in mercy, has made a way of salva-
tion for those who see that they are lost. Notice
Acts 4. 12, with Rom. 1:16. “Neither is there
salvation in any other, for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved.” The Lord Jesus is the Way to
God. It is through the precious blood shed by
Jesus Christ that sinners, young or old, are saved.
We cannot explain ALL it means to be saved. But
we KNOW that when God saves, He will never
lose one in whom He graciously works, and whom
He brings out of darkness into His marvellous
light (1 Peter 2:9). Those who are privileged to
possess God’s wonderful SALVATION will never

rish, but eternally live with the Lord Jesus, and

ehold His glory.

Tis wonderful to be saved, and to have SUCH a
glorious future in view. Yet, in spite of all, few
are troubled about their sins, and most remain
ignorant of the solemn future of those who live
and die without hope (Eph. 2:12). Salvation is

from God's ETERNAL wrath. Heaven will be full

of praise and unending joy: hell is a place where
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt, 23
13). How we would lovingly and earnestly bring
the truth of God's wonderful salvation  before

others, and pray that God may work, even as this
message is being read. God will save, even now,
those who are “heavy laden” and broken in heart.
Are you such? Then the salvation of God is for
you,—free and ready for you, P.W.H.

NOTES ON MEMORIZED VERSES

REVELATION 21
2]. “Pearls . . . one pcarl.” The “one” reminds of
Matt. 13:46, and suggests unity and purchase. 22. The
negatives here and in subsequent verses tell of the all.
sufficiency of the Holy City, because of the Divine Pres-
ence. No temple, 23, no need of sun and moon, 24, 25,
no shut gates, no night, 26, 27, no defilement. Note that
God Almighty and the Lamb are frequently mentioned

together, implying the Lamb's Deity,

REVELATION 22

I. Cf. Ezek. 47. There the river issucs from the earthly
sanctuary. Here it is from God's thronc in heaven. The
believer's heart is a miniature of these (John 7:38). 2.
The tree of life again given to man (but sce chs. 2:7 and
22:14). Sustaining and healing. 3, 4. No more curse (sce
Gal. 3:13). Serving, Seeing, Sealing. 5. No night, no lamp,
no sunlight. They shall reign. Cf. v. 3, the throne of God.
6. The Lord, the prophets, His angel, His scrvants. True
and Faithful Sayings (cf. ch. 31:14). Imminent things (cf.
ch. 1:1). 7. Obedience in view of His coming. 8, 9. “I
saw ... I heard . .. worship God.” 10. Seal not (contrast
ch. 10:4) “time” is “appointed season.” il. “Stll,”
denoting Imanency. “Whatsoever a man sowcth, that
shall he also reap.” 12, Emphasizing the previous words,
and the nearness of “that Day.” 13. The Lord Jesus the
speaker (cf. ch. 1). 14, “Wash their robes” according to
preferred manuscript. 15, “Outside” are “liars” in com-
pany with ross sinners. Solemn are “religious” lies. 16.
Mine angel” may be “My messenger.” Was John the
messenger to the “churches”? "Root and Offspring.” The
Lord is God and Man, 17, “Come.” Is this a prayer to the
Lord? The Spirit, the Bride, the hearing one (cf., ch. |:3),
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Happy unity, whether the word is to the Lord, or an in.
vitation to the thirsty! 18, “Adding” (cf. Deut. 4:2;
Prov. 30:6). 19. “Book of Life.” Rather, according to
preferred manuscript, “Iree of Life” (see v. 14). Sins of
omission arc as scrious as those committed. 20. A pro-
misc from the True Witness. The expected response from
believers, 21, “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with the
saints,” according to preferred manuscript,

ROMANS |

This is an epistle which may well be committed to
memory, emphasizing, as it does, the principle of grace.

1. A "bondman,” yet “called” and *“separated.” He
knew a twofold “calling,” to salvation (Gal. 1) and to
apostleship. 2. The Gospel is not an afterthought, 3.
“Became” a man, yet 4, “declared” (marked off) Son of
God in power, Note the “according 10,” and the twofold
nature of Christ, “Sced of David” yet “Son of God,”
"according to flesh,” according to “Spirit of holiness.”
David has died. Jesus is living. 5. Grace and apostleship,
both (ch. v. 1) through Christ. Faith linked with obedi-
ence (cf. ch. 16:26 and Hcb, §:19). 6. Saints ARE in
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wide report of faith calls forth thanks to God, Whg is
the Author thereof. 9. Spiritual worship and Spiritual
concern. 10. “In the will 6f God.” Ultimately, that will
brought about that desired visit. 11. Yearning over the
saints, “imparting” what God had taught him for thej,
establishing, 12. Yet realizing the mutual need of thep,
and himself. 13. A right purpose, but “providentially"
hindered. 14, “1 am debtor.” 15, “I am ready.” |g, “1
am not ashamed.” 17. God's righteousness is revealeq in
the Gospel. This must be “imputed,” because the Lay
shews what is required of man to suit His righteousnc“
of character. 18. Wrath is because unrighteousness cannot
be excused. Men “hold down” the truth. 19, 20, (¢
Psalm 19). Creation declares His eternal power and Goq.
head. 21. “Neither were thankful"—a climax sin, apqg
universal. 22, The foolish heart (v. 21) professes wisdoyy,
but the owner of such a heart “becomes” a fool. 2325
Their folly is shewn in their “changing” the glory of God
and the truth of God. 26, 27. “Religious” sin leads ¢
gross carnality. 28. “God gave them up” (cf. Hosea 4 . 17)
Awful end of persistent rebellion! 29-31. “Filled"—solem .
description of those times! But are they not being r:-

Rome, the great city—beloved and called. 7. Notice Paul’s  peated in these times? 32. Fearful “fellowship” in evil
usual salutation, manifesting his prayerful desire. 8. A Sinners take pleasure in sinners. :
SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS
“IF THE LORD WILL"—MARCH, 1960 “IF THE LORD WILL"—APRIL, 1960

Day READING LEARNING Day READING | LEARNING —
Nchemiah Acts Job Revelation o Romans Job Romang
| 8 1.18 25 1327 8 1 21 21 1 9 1-18 14 19 38 33 1
2 9 112 26 118 2 22 2 19-35 1015 34 2
3 13-25 19-32 3 23
1 26-38 27 144 q 24 3 10 1.22 16-23 35 3
5 10 1-30 28 131 5 25 4 11 1-20 15 17 36 4
Romans 5 12 125 8-16 37 5
6 3139 1 115 6 26 6 13 1-28 17-24 38 6
7 I 119 1632 7 27 7 14 122 25-33 39 7
8 20-36 2 113 8 22 1 8 15 119 16 1-16 40 8
9 12 126 14-29 9 2 9 20-35 17-27 41 9
10 2747 3 118 10 3 1Corinthians
It 13 1.14 19-31 11 4 10 16 122 1 118 39 1 10
12 15-31 4 112 12 511 17 1-16 19-31 2 g
Esther 12 18 1-21 2 116 3 12
13 I 122 13-2§ 13 6 13 19 1.29 3 123 4 13
14 2 1.23 5 111 14 7 {14 20 129 4 121 5 14
15 3 115 1221 15 8 15 21 1.6 5 113 6 15
16 1 117 6 112 16 9 |16 17-34 6 1-20 7 16
17 5 1.4 13-23 17 10
18 6 114 7 112 18 11 17 22 114 7 1-16 8 17
19 7 1o 13-25 19 12 |18 15-30 17-31 9 18
19 23 1-17 32-40 10 19
20 8 117 8 1.13 20 13 ] 20 24 1-25 8 113 11 20
21 2 1.15 14-27 21 14 |21 25 16 9 114 12 21
22 16-32 28-39 22 15 | 22 26 1-14 15-27 13 2
23 10 \ 1.3 9 116 23 16 | 23 27 123 10 1.14 14 23
Job
24 1 122 17-33 24 17 | 24 28 1-28 1533 15 24
25 2 LI3 10 1-10 25 18 | 25 29 125 11 116 16 25
26 3 1.26 1121 26 19 | 26 30 1-15 17-34 17 26
27 16-31 12 113 18 27
27 4 121 o112 27 20 | 28 31 123 14-31 19 28
28 5 127 13.24 28 21 129 2440 13 113 20 29
29 6 130 25-36 29 —_ 30 32 122 14 1.13 21 20
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“The LAMB shall overcome them: for
He is LORD of lords, and KING of
kings: and they that are with Him are

called, and chosen, and faithful.”
Rev. 17 :14.

“OUR SUFFICIENCY IS QF GOD”
“KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD"

Not sufficient of myself
E'er to do, or even be,
Am I, yet in Thee, O God
Have 1 all sufficiency.

Neither can [ keep myself
Day by day, or hour by hour,

Yet, through faith, O gracious God,
Thou dost guard me by Thy pow'r.
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“Unto you therefore It is an unspeakable
which believe He privilege, by faith, to be
is precious’’ in  line with God's
(1Pet.2:7) thoughts about The Son

of His Love. The Lord
Jesus was cever precious to the Father. He was,
and is, and never ceased to be “in the bosom of the
Father.” But God has laid “in Zion a Chief Corner
Stone, clect, precious.” He sent Him first to Israel,
He will yet be the glory of His people Israel, even
though that nation “disallowed” Him. They
stumbled, being disobedient, but through their
“fall" salvation has comc to us Gentiles. God's
thoughts of 11im were not shared by Israel, because
they did not belicve,

“Unto you, therefore, which believe He is
precious.”” What a [ruit of faith! 'Tis not merely
that we admire His character, as portrayed in the
Gospels, but the Son of God has been revealed in
us. We have beheld beauty in Him that we desire
HIM. And we long that increasingly HE may be
to us “a living, bright, reality’; in a Word,
“precious.” O that we may “shew forth the virtues
(v. 9 margin) of Him Who hath called us out of
darkness into His marvellous light.”

Poem to Help Christian Experience--No. 265,

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ . . . Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God,” 1 Cor. 3:11, 16,

“1f any man”; how oft these words are written
Upon the holy page; they speak 1o all

With cars anointed! How the heart is smitten
Whene'er is heard, by grace, the inward call.

save Jesus Christ there is no sure foundation
‘That hath been laid, and yet is laid whene'er

The Word is preached, The Gospel of Salvation,
When God-sent men the Truth of God declare.

But Jet cach one take heed how he cr‘c_ctclh
And what thercon he buildeth, for “The Day"

Shall shew it, when the Righteous Lord rejecteth
Both Babel's stubble and Egyptian hay.

For in that house by Salem’s king once builded,
Gold, silver, costly stones, and precious wood,

Woere found, and neither metal base nor gilded;
But all were lovely, pure, and true, and good.
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The palace was for God alone, “exceeding
Magnifical” it was, and “wondrous great”;

Not that the LORD, Who owneth all, was needing
A dwelling Did He not all things create?

"Tis not in temples made with hands He dwelleth
Now. In a house raised on the Living Stone
He chooseth to abide. That far excelleth
The noblest edifice that man has known.

I'hat holy house is partly now in being—
“Ye are God's building"—Ah, what dignity

Is yours, ye saint, but is your life agreeing
Therewith? What doth the Holy Master see?

“Behold, 1 quickly come”—hear thou thy Saviour—
“And My reward is with Me, to bestow

On each according 10" his life-behaviour
That marked him in his ways and words below.

Lord, grant us grace to build, in solemn prospect
Of Thy great day, for surely it is near—

Work 10 endure the fire, without a defect,
When Thou, O Master-Builder, shalt appear.

“Every man’s work shall be made manifest : for the dan-
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; anzi
the fire shall try every man’s work, of what sort it is.

1 Cor. 3:'5

———

THE ARGUMENTS OF SIN RECORDED AND
REFUTED IN THE EPISTLE TO ROMANS

Percy H. Heward

A child of God must hate sin. Sin is such
fearful thing against his Father;.and so foolisk
for none can stay His hand or say. unto Him’
“What doest Thou?” Sin has so many forms and
varieties, not the least dangerous and contagioy
being those which take the form of subtje
argument, whether linked or not linked with ¢y,
outward iniquities mentioned in chapter 1 ;29?”0

In this connection we might notice, in passip,
that wickedness which is described in chaptey
2:1, 17-20; it is so easy to speak against sip in
order 10 make a cover for sin, and to direct attey,.
tion away from oneself. This effort ma b
successful with men, but not with God, Who Seet}el
not as men see. His eyes are as a flame of fire, 4,
penetrate: none can hide in secret places fron
Him before Whom all things are naked and 1;“(;
bare.

In Chapter 3:4-8, the apostle places before us
with holy loathing, an awful illustration of sin
in the mind leading to sin in the life, and prougy,.
excusing it. The sinner says, “My lie only demon)
strates God’s truth: I must not be punished.” 1.
writer has had this very reasoning suggested When
conversing with some of Israel : —“Was not saly,
tion brought about by the death of Him Whq 0
Jewish rejection sent to the cross?” Ah, “the
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determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” in
no way warranted the action of “wicked hands”
(Acts 2:237). His overruling was not, and never
can be, His approving. In ignorance the sin was
then done, (Acts 7 :17); there was no submission to
God or desire to please Him; man has no credit.
God's grace shines out the more on the dark
background, but it is contrasted therewith. A
striking parallel is found in the words of Isaiah
10:4-7, 12, which is a prophecy of the Antichrist,
and humbles man to the dust.

A sad argument, closely linked with that thus
sorrowfully considered, is next recorded—*"Let us
do evil that good may come” (ch. 3:8). This is
rarely stated, but the principle that the end justifies
the means is often illustrated. Human methods of
“Christian work'' are frequently adopted, but the
Lord is not well pleased. We are not left here to
seck popularity, or applause, or great things for
ourselves, but, if bought by the precious blood of
Christ, it is to do His will, to His glory.

The same wickedness is again noticed and dealt
with in chapter 6:1: it is always asserting itself.
Sin has “caused” a wondrous manifestation of
grace: “where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound” (ch. 5:20). If, therefore grace is turned
into lasciviousness, and the wicked heart says,
“We are delivered to do all these abominations”
(Jer. 7:10), so will not the gloriousness of God's
love shine out in forgiving all the iniquities?
Expressed thus boldly, the proposal seems most
hateful. But it can be glossed over, and when
disguised as an angel of light, can make headway.
Emphasis on grace, with forgetfulness of responsi-
bility, will soon lead to this. If the solemn
“judgment-seat of Christ” is half ignored, if privi-
leges are unduly and disproportionately pressed, a
liberty that is not to God's glory will result. There
will be no tender conscience as to sin, a carnal
feeling that all will come right will be secretly
cherished. Hence the needed “Hereby we know"
of the first epistle of John: if we wander from
God, we are not entitled to assurance. Delivered
from law, we are in a law to Christ. How
preciously humbling is the sin-hating attitude
manifested in Romans, Chapter 7.

And the Holy Spirit's sternness with the subtle
reasoning of chapter 9: 19 must never be put aside.
The ways of God are past finding out, and secret
things belong unto Him. Mere curiosity, and an
expectation that all will be clear to the human
mind, ill befits a creature—and manifestly is more
inappropriate in one saved from ruin and deserved
wrath, by the wondrous grace of God. It is for us
to accept God's revelation, and to rejoice in HIS

hidden and perfect wisdom, and not to exercize
ourselves in things too high for us (Ps. 171:13).
The book of Job has many lessons in this con-
nection. We all need to be humbled more under
our gracious God. His Word and Works arc
arranged and revealed as a test for [aith. If all
were easy to be “naturally’”* understood, Chris-
tians would be “man-made.” But “it is the Spirit
that quickeneth.” Yes, God saves whom He will
save. None can stay His hand. Yet if He leaves
a sinner, no blame can be attached to Him Who is
glorious in holiness. For vessels of mercy which He
has prepared for glory, we praise Him. Concerning
vessels of wrath, which have been fitted to destruc-
tion, we can only say ““Man is corrupt”—"'Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do right?”

Sy $ P g4 Py ¥ § T ¢
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS
Three Good Men

In the Bible we read, “There is not a just man
upon ecarth that docth good, and sinneth not”
(kccl. 7:20) “All have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Indeed, as we read
through the Word of God, we shall find that it
never speaks of any one as being good by nature,
however young or old. That docs not mean there
arc no kind pcople in the world who do good to
others, But when we try to think how good and
holy God is, we are sure, from what we know
about ourselves, that our “goodness”™ can never be
what will please Him. To a young man who
came running to the Lord Jesus and called Him,
“Good Master,” the Lord said, “Why callest thou
Me gqod?" ‘There is nonc good but Onc; that is
God.” So, if the Bible speaks of anyonc as good,”
it must be because of a work of God for, and in,
that one. For the “goodness” of the Lord Jesus is
reckoned to all who are forgiven because He died
and put away their sins by the giving of His own

precious blood. 1f, then, the Bible speaks of “a .

good man,” it must be because he belongs to God
and is saved by His grace. That is God's work
FOR such; but there is also a Work of God IN
them, giving a clean and true heart. To such the
Lord jesus says, “Thou art all fair . . . there is
no spot in thee.” The good men we are to think
about are Joseph of Arimathea, Barnabas, and
Ahimaaz.

A Disciple of Jesus

Joseph belonged to “Arimathea, a city of the
Jews.” He was a rich man, and had hewn out of
the rock a grave for himself, for he knew he would
dic when his work here was finished. This grave
was in a garden. He was not only rich, but he was
a great man, for he was a member of the council of
the Jews. This was the council that “tried” the
Lord Jesus, and gave Him over to Pilate, that He

- might be crucified.

Joseph was “a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for
fear of the Jews. But when the council con-
demned to death the Lord Jesus, Joseph staod out
against them, and so could no longer hide from his
fellow-councillors what were his thoughts about
the Lord. It is in the gospel of Luke we read that
“he was A GOOD MAN and a just,” that is,
“rightcous.”

Another thing we read about this Joseph is that
“he also himself waited for the kingdom of God.”
He knew the Bible spoke of the coming of Messiah,

which means “Christ,” and it seems he knew thy,
the Lord Jesus was That One, and so became ,
follower of Him. He, like many others who trusted
in Jesus that He should be the Redcemer of Israe|

was sad about His being put to death, but his lgye
for his Lord did not cease. The Kingdom of Ggq
did not come as he and they expected, yet now he
was no longer a “secret disciple.” We read thg,
he "came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and
craved the body of Jesus.” So it was, when all haq
turned away from Christ because of the cross, that
Joseph was one of those who let it be known th:“
he was on the side of the rejected Lord. Pilate
allowed him to take down the body of the Lorg
from the cross. Then he had the help of Nicodemy,
“which at the first came to Jesus by night.” He
who seems also to have been a secret disciple, now
is bold enough to share with Joseph in the buryin

of their Lord. e also "brought a mixture 0%
myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight
Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound iy in
linen clothes with the spices, as the manner r;
the Jews is to bury,” and laid Him in Joseph’s ovs?

new tomb. So these two men, one “an honorabln
counscllor,” and the other “a ruler of the Jews s
were one in their loyalty to Christ, and were p

ashamed to be reckoned among His disciples. ot

What are we to learn from this true histoyy
since God has caused it to be “written for 03'
learning?"’ r

First, that the death of the Lord jesus wa
needful for our salvation, and we ought not tq {)S
ashamed of Him because of the shame of the Cros N
Secondly, the death of the Lord brought (\;.S'
secret disciples together, to have fellowship io
loving service to His dead body. We might rememn
ber. too. that such “one-ness” of believers is shey,
when they partake of the Lord’s Supper, for then
they shew forth the Lord’s death.” Thirdly, 4y
Christians should be waiting for the Kingdom of
God, and although the world around us does not
think of Christ as a Living One, we know that He
is coming to take His great power and 1o rejg,,
Again, partakers of the Lord's Supper do so “unti]
He come.”

How many of our readers value the death of
Lord Jesus, how many are awaiting His comiy,
again, how many are confessing by their Words
and actions that they are His and not ashameg
to be amongst those who are on the side of a once.
crucified Saviour? May some who read this Page
be brought to put their whole trust in Him.
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[PTURE

THE HOLINESS OF GOD

“I' am holy.” *I the Lord your God am holy.”
“l the Lord am holy.” (Lev. 11:44, 45; 19: 2, 20, 26).
So God speaks of Himself to Israel. He also tells
them, concerning His Name, that it is holy
(Lev. 20:3; 22:2, 32). Thus early in their history,
the chosen nation is taught the awful purity of the
Eternal Being. Observe, 100, how often the words
“holy” and “‘holiness” are used continually in
regard to the Tabernacle and all persons and things
connected therewith. So, also. the gatherings of
His people were to be “holy convocations” and
His sabbaths *“‘holy sabbaths,” (Neh. 9:14), with
separation from earthly business (Isa. £8:13).

The root meaning of the word has rather the
thought of separation, a "being set apart,” so that
anproach or access to God is impossible, because of
the sin of man. In his innocent state, Adam,
formed by God in His own likeness, held com-
munion with His Maker, for his own character
was pure, suited to the Holy God. When sin came
in, there was pollution, resulting in separation
from God, expulsion from the place prepared, and
prevention from re-entry because of the flaming
sword which turned itself every way to guard the
way of the tree of life.

Thus God cared for His holiness, and, in all His
dealings with men, it is made clear that there was
no way into the holiest to sinful man. Particularly
is this seen in relation to the nation of Israel, whom
God took up with the express purpose of shewing,
first, how infinitely high above man is the Holy
One of Israel, and secondly, how He would
Himself in due time make a way to Himself—even
for the vilest of sinners—into the Holiness of all.

Blessed as Israel were, in the grace of God, even
under law, and that law holy, they learned how
easy it was to become unclean personally, how it
was sadly possible to pollute even the sacred
things, and how iniquity attached even to their
holy exercises. In all this there was the constant
reminder of the vast moral distance of even the
elect nation from God Who had chosen them
(see Hab. 1:13). Thus is illustrated the root mean-
ing of the word, namely “separation.” Moreover,
the phrase, “Holiness to the Lord,” inscribed on

the golden plate secured to Aaron's head-covering,
taught not only the holiness of God, but the
separatedness to Him, required of onc brought
near for service to the L()rg. In a future day, such
separation to God will be the national condition
and position of lIsrael, that is, when they are
restored to His favour (sec Zechariah 14:20),

Flowing from these thoughts is the sccondary
méaning of “holy,” that is "t0 be morally and
physically pure and clean.” Both idcas are con-
veyed in the various laws and instructions to the
children of Israel, particularly those contained in
the Book of Leviticus.

The Eternal God has many attributes, but His
holiness, though it may be regarded as one of these
for the purpose of our  meditation upon His
glorious Being, is, in reality, the sum total of Hlis
transcendent character. for holiness belongs to all
that He is and does and has. The Father is Holy
(John 17:11). The Son is Holy (Psalm 16:10;
Luke 1:35; Acts 3:14). The Spirit is Holy, and is
called “Holy Spirit,” “The Holy Spirit,” and
“The Spirit the Holy One.” The holiness of the
Triune God is the theme of Isaiah 6 and Revelation
4:8. Many times in the book of Isaiah, God is
spoken of as “The Holy One,” shewing that He is
alone worthy of such description. “There is none
holy as the LORD" (1 Sam. 2:2), for He is “glorious
in holiness” (Exodus 15:11). His Name is holy
(Psalm 99:3-9 and 111:9). So is His dwelling place
(Isaiah g7:16). He is holy in all His works
(Psalm 145:17). Notice how in this verse, and
indeed in many verses of Scripture, holiness and
righteousness are coupled. In His holiness God
sbeaks (Psalm 60:6), and once He hath sworn by
His holiness (Psalm 89 : 35).

As has already been mentioned, Isracl were made
aware, by solemn warnings and by yet more solemn
actings, of the Sanctity of God. But probably in
no other way was this holiness impressed upon
them—at least such of them as had any spiritual
longings after God—as by the yearly day of atone-
ment. Then, under circumstances ordained by God
to guard jealously His Holy Presence from the
unholiness of men, the high priest alone, having
offered for his own sins, entered the holiest in the
tabernacle with blood of a sacrifice. The blood
havin_g there been sprinkled, he came out, and the
way into the holiest was closed for twelve months.
The Dnvnpe comment in Hebrews g:8 is, “The Holy
Ghost this signifying that the way into the holiest
of all was not yet made manifest, while as the
first tabernacle ‘was yet standing.”

The wondrous saving work of the Lord Jesus is
the means, and the only means, whereby a Holy.
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God justifies and cleanses polluted and guilty
sinners.Chii 4 is sanctification to His people as well
as redemption and rightcousness, so that sinners be-
come “saints” or holy oncs through His finished
atoning work. Not only have they that name, but
the redeemed are called, “an holy nation,” ““a holy
temple” (1 Pet, 2:9; Eph. 2:21) for “holiness he-
cometh His house” and they should “worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness.” In the future,
there will be a perfecting in holiness, so that in
glory, all the redeemed will be in full harmony
with that Holy One “Who inhabiteth eternity.”

Now the individual believer is exhorted to
“Sanctify the Lord God in his heart” (1 Pet. 3:15)
especially in view of that word, “For such an High
Priest became us, Who is holy, harmless, undcfiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens™ (Heb. 8:26). “Become ye holy, for |
am holy" (1 Pet. 1:16). “Without holiness no man
shall sec the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).

INSPIRED WORDS INSPECTED
No. 6o

“Let no man beguile you of your reward in a
voluntary humility and worshipping of angels,
intruding into those things which he hath not

secn, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind.”
Col. 2:18.

Gnostic opinions were beginning to invade the
church in these carly days, and some of the phrases
used in this epistlc allude thereto, without “ad-
vertising” the errors. Hence the warnings in ch.
2:4-8; 3:18-20. .

NO MAN (medeis); from “me” (not) and “heis”
(one); not only man, but Satan. Lit. “no one.”

YOU (humas); personal pronoun, accusative.

LET BEGUILE OF YOUR REWARD (katabra-
beucto), compounded of “kata” (against) and
“brabcuo” (I decide, arbitrate). This word is used
in ch. 3: 1, translated “rule.” The peace of Christ
is the arbiter in the believers’ hearts. There is a
noun, “brabeion” (prize), used in 1 Cor. 9:24:
Phil 3:14. Hence our word signifies to ‘decide or
arbitrate afainst one receiving a prize,” and seems
to be parallel with the exhortation of Rev. 3:11.

VOLUNTARY (thclon); present participle from
“thelo” (1 will).

IN (cn); preposition governing dative.

A HUMILITY (tapeinophrosunei); noun, femin-
ine, dative, from “tapeinos” (low estate, poor,
meek). This word, which formerly was used in a
contemptuous sense, has been ennobled by the
l:ord Jesus, Who used it of Himsclf (Matt. 11:29);
“’phrosune,” the second part of the word, is from

“phren” (mind). Hence the word means, “humble.
mindedness,” such as is used in Eph. 4:2 (lowl;-
ness). This heavenly virtue was, however, imitateq
by heretics, and that is the sense in which it jg
used in Col, 2:18-23. The phrase, “willing in 3
humblemindedness,” implies, not that which ig
fruit of the Spirit, but of the un-renewed human
will, with the intention to deceive, and attract 1o
error. Compare the words, “will worship,” “ethe.
lothreskeia,” in v. 21.

AND (kai); conjunction.

WORSHIPPING  (threskeiai); noun, feminine
from threskeia (worship as expressed in ritua)
religion, James 1:26-27). Dative because follow.
ing “en.”

OF ANGELS (ton aggelon); noun, masculine
and article, “of the angels.” Gnosticism accorded
to them greater power and reverence than Scrip.
ture warrants. They are but creatures, and not tg
be worshipped or supplicated.

INTRUDING INTO (embateuon); verb, present
parpciplc, from "en™ (in) and ‘‘bateuo,” from
"baino” (I go); hence, “going in” or “intruding **
Souter states, “it is a technical expression, con.
nected with the pagan mysteries (I enter, 1 set foot
on) that is, the inncr shrine after the first initiation
It indicates the final act in mystic ceremonial, the
entrance on a new life in presence of the god.” It
this is so, the creeping in of these semi-pagan,
heretics was serious.

THOSE THINGS WHICH (ha); relative pronoun
neuter, plural; lit, “what things.” ’

HE HATH SEEN (heoraken); verb, perfect
active, indic., from “horao” (I see). Possibly
alluding to visions, the misuse of what is seen i1)1
nature, and the antithesis of faith.

NOT (not in text).

VAINLY (eike); adverb meaning “without plan
or purpose,

. PUFFED UP (phusioumenos); participle, presen;
singular, masculine, passive, from “phusioo” (f
inflate( puff up). It occurs in 1 Cor. 4:18-19; £:o.
8:1; 13:4, from all which references it will b
scen that the word has no good sense.

BY (hupo); preposition, lit., “under’”’; when useqd
with genitive, as here, it signifies agency.

HIS (autou); personal pronoun, genitive, meanip,
“of him.” &

MIND (tou noos); noun and article, neuter, ECni-
tive, from “nous” (the mind).

FLESHLY (tes sarkos); noun and article, femji,,.
ine, genitive, from “sarx” (flesh) used sometimes jp
the physical, sometimes in the moral, sense.

Translate the whole phrase, “the mind of the
flesh.” Such, therefare, is not a mind renewed ang
informed by the Spirit. Compare Romans 8. g
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where it reads, literally, “the mind (phronema) of
the flesh.” The satisfying of the flesh is men-
tioned in Col. 2.23. The Gnostics, while professing
to chasten the flesh, and boasting of knowledge,
were entirely unspiritual, and without true know-
ledge of the only True God. They were fleshly, not
having been born from above. They have many
imitators today, particularly in pseudo-Christian
religions.

THE COMING OF THE LORD IN THE
THESSALONIAN EPISTLES

(concluded)

There is a five-fold mention of the second advent
of the Lord in the first epistle, each chapter closing
with a reminder that He is coming again. The
several contexts stress not only the fact, but the
kind of behaviour that should characterize saints
in view of *‘that day.” .

Coming to the second epistle, the “parousia” of
Christ is before us in Chapters 1 and 2. Chapter
3 has a verse, “And the Lord direct your hearts
into the love of God, and into the patient waiting
for Christ.” Actually the word “waiting” is not
in the original, which reads, “the patience of
Christ,” yet it is in view of His Coming that saints
“remain under,” and “endure unto the end.”

“The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven.”

These words occur in Chapter 2:7, and in a
context harmonizing with the preceding thoughts.
The saints were “enduring” at the time of Paul’s
writing “persecutions and tribulations” and bear-
ing all in patience and faith.” But the apostic
encouraged them with the thought that they were
suffering for the Kingdom of God.” That Kingdom
would seem to be its future manifestation, for two
things are to take place “when the Lord [esus shall
be revealed from heaven: First (verse 6) God will
“recompense tribulation to them that trouble
(tribulate) you.” “It is a righteous thing with God"
to inflict punishment in accordance with what the
sinner has done. Compare Revelation 18:6. Sin-
ners unrepentant shall eat the fruit of their own
doings, and because of their ignorance and dis-
obedience, ‘‘shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from
the glory of His power.” .

It is at that time (“when”) that the suffering
Church shall be given “rest” (verse 7). There is
no suggestion that the saints will be removed from
this scene prior to the Lord coming from heaven
with His mighty angels. This word “when” is
repeated in verse 10, and confirms the fact that
punishment of the godless and the glorifying of

the saints are at the same time, that of the Lord's
unveiling. Thus the Apostle, by the Holy Spirit's
teaching, would comfort the hearts of his tried
and tempted brethren, turning their thoughts away
from themselves to Him Who is coming quickly
for their final salvation.

“The Brightness of His Coming”

This is the Holy Spirit's description of that
glorious appearing of our Lord and our God, in
Chapter 2:8. Much has been written on this
chapter, and more has been read into the words,
“the day of the Lord” (v. 2. lit.,) than is warranted.
It had not then “stood in,” but was still future,
contrary to the false teaching of some.

It is made quite clear in the context that there
are to be intervening events. These are (i) “'a falling
away” and (ii) a revelation of the Man of Sin.
The “falling away" is “apostasy,” that is a standing
off from truth once professedly held. This is
obviously going on now, and has been for scveral
decades. But its consummation is yet future—near
future, it may indeed be—and is apparently
closely associated with the blasphemous claims
and behaviour of the Antichrist.

There is Some One and some thing holding down
and hindering the manifestation of “That Wicked;"”
compare (what witholdeth,” v. 6) and (He Who
now letteth,” v. 7).

The words, “until he be taken out of the way”
are literally, “until he shall have become out of the
midst,” Zechariah chapter 5 and Matthew 13:33
have a bearing upon this Scripture. The latter is
evidently the apostasy of Christendom in process.
The former the completion of the departure from
truth, for the Ephah (three measures) has no meal
at all, but only the woman (outside in Matt, 13)
now inside; that is, “lawlessness” replacing the
“meal” of sound doctrine. The system of lawless-
ness will be replaced by “the Man of lawlessness”
(2 Thess. 2:3. lit.) when the leaden cover is re-
moved, whatever that cover may symbolize.

The “Man of Sin” is to have a “parousia” (v, 9)
but it will be only for a short time, for he will be
“destroyed by the epiphany of Christ's parousia.”

Thus again the saints are encouraged to be look-
ing for their Lord. They are to “let no man
deceive” them. The Lord is yet to come, not
secretly, but as the lightning shineth under the
whole heaven. They know that persccution will
be the portion of saints when Antichrist rules, but
they have had experience of tribulation, so would
not be taken by surprise should they live to endure
“the great tribulation.” Events must intervene, as
they have been wamed, but 'tis not these for
which they are looking; tis for the Lord Himself.
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”
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“THE ANOINTING WHICH YE HAVE
RECEIVED”

1 John 2:27

The words “‘unction” (v. 20) and “anointing”
(v. 27) are the same in the original language, and
are among those addressed by John to “little
children.” The saints were dear to him, but above
all they are “beloved of God” (v, 18). True it is
that “fathers” and “young men” are mentioned

reviously, and these represent more matured
selievers as compared with “children” in the con-
text. But all the belicvers arc included in the
term here, “Little Children,” so it may be rightly
inferred that the “Anointing” was a gift of Divine
Sovereignty, not depending upon spiritual attain-
ment, but upon regeneration. It is a gift conferred
upon believers, as those made near, and belonging,
to God.

llow definite is the statement! “Ye have an
an anointing . . . Ye know all things.” Hcre are
a present posscssion and a present perception. And
this “having" and “knowing” were an evidence
that these saints were “of us,” that is, they con-
tinued in fellowship with the church, though some
“went out”” and thus manifested that they were
not “of us.” Morcover, not only were there many
“antichrists,” but there were “them that seduce
you,” apparently nominally in the church (v. 26).
The fact of their existence calls forth further in-
struction in regard to the “anointing.” “And the
anointing which ye received of Him abideth in
you.,"

“Ye have” because “ye received.” It is not said
that they sought for this gift, much less that they
merited it, or attained thereto. It seems clear that,
as mentioned already, the “anointing” is of
sovereign grace; “ye received,” therefore ‘‘ye
have.” It is from Him—"the Holy One” (v. 20),
from both the Father and the Son, and is surely
the Holy Spirit. We think of the words of 1 Cor-
inthians 4:7. “For Who maketh thee to differ
from another? Or what hast thou that thou didst
not reccive? Now, if thou didst receive, why dost
thou boast, as if thou hast not received?" Again,
“Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law,
or by the hearing of faith?” (Gal. 3:2) Truly,
fellow-belicvers, we have no cause for self-
congratulation; only is there room for self-
abasement; since God not only gave, but disposed
us to receive. .

Further, this “anointing . . . abideth in you.”
That is to say, it continues from the time of re-
ceiving; “for the gifts and calling of God are with-
out repentance.” Not that any belicver, realizing
he is still in, and has, the flesh, will claim to be

always joyously conscious of the Divine Power.

Nevertheless, the Gift is continued, for God is kind, .
and, if not teaching in a manner of encourage-.
ment, will instruct in a chastening manner to draw

closer to Himself.

Again, "ye need not that any man teach you.”
This does not mean that “pastors and teachers”
can be dispensed with or ignored. Does not the
Holy Spirit through Paul testify that the ascended
Chnist has provided such gifts for the benefit of
His own? *“He gave some apostles, and some
prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints. for
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ.” “Let him that is taught in the
Word communicate unto him that teacheth in ay)
good things.” “The things that thou hast heard of
me . . . the same commit thou to faithful mep
who shall be able to teach others also” (Eph. 4: 1y,
12; Gal. 6:6; 2 Tim. 2:2). . The gift of teachers hag
not been withdrawn, but they do not teach of and
from themselves. They follow their Lord Wheo
said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent
Me:" and, “For | have not spoken of Myself; by
the Father Which sent Me, He gave Me a Com.
mandment, what 1 should say, and what | shoulq
speak.” The teacher does not, indeed, speak by
inspiration, but by the Spirit’s enabling, for he hag
now the written words of God, to which nothin
is to be added, and from which nothing is to be
taken away.

“Ye need not that any man teach you” The
emphasis is on the need, not on the independence
This latter word characterizes some believers.
Others have a tendency to “run after” men, ofter{
travelling long distances to hear outstandin
preachers, who may be true men of God. “Sermop,.
tasting” may not be lastingly profitable, for the
saint learns, not with his eye and mind on the
messenger, but with heart and ear open to the
Divine message (Hag. 1:12). We learn nothing
truly but that which God Himself makes good tq
our souls,

Is it not clear, then, that the “anointing” o
“unction” is the power of the Divine Spirit-——
perhaps a symbolic expression of the Holy Ghogy
Himself? “Now we received, not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit Which is of God, that we
might know the things that are freely given yg
of God; which things also we speak, not in the
words which man's wisdom teacheth but which
the Holy Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. 2: 12, 13).

“But”—here is a very strong adversative—'‘a¢
the Same Anointing teacheth you concerning ajy
things.” These words express a definite contrase
with mere human teaching, however orthodox op
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-otherwise. The teaching is going on (teacheth)
continuously, and is about all things. That is why
“Ye know all things.” “Ye know,"” because ye are
taught—"all things” necessary for us in God's
wisdom, “things that accompany salvation.” As
we have seen, the Anointing “abideth” within. so
that learning is a deep inward experience. ‘“Who
teacheth like Him?"”" There can be nothing within
the realm of salvation that is outside the view and
care of an Omniscient and Omnipresent Creator.
“All things are yours and ye are Christ's, and
Christ is God's. God's will for His saints is that
they may know "all things,” to which end He has
sent the Comforter, “that He may abide with you
for ever.” “He dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you,” was the promise, now fulfilled. of the Lord
Jesus ere He went to the cross.

(If the Lord will, to be continued)

THE CALL OF GIDEON

Although Gideon has a place in the roll of the
faithful in Hebrews 11, we find, in tracing up his
history in the Old Testament, that he had no
natural advantages fitted to make his name a
rallying-word in Israel. In his case, the flesh had
nothing whercof to glory. It was faith in God that
made him great. Humanly speaking, he was about
the most unlikely man in Isracl to stand forth as
the leader of God's people in a dark and trying
time. He was conscious of this himself; for when
the angel of the Lord came to call him to the work"
of deliverance, we hear Gideon saying, “O my
Lorq. vs:herewith shall I save Isracl? Behold, my
family is poor in Manassch, and I am the least in
my father’s house” (Judg. 6 : 15) Manasseh was not a
distinguished tribe in Israel, and even in that tribe
Gideon’s family was poor. Added to this, he was

the least in his fatherfs‘ hoqsc._ Yet this was the
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THE PERILS OF SCIENCE

The child of God can restfully accept Scripture
whatever men say. Their ever-changing and contra-
dictory theories are strengthless against the abiding
Word of our God. The perils of science, falsely
so-called, when it dares to criticize God’s revelation
must ever sadden the humble believer. He hates
error, and grieves over those who are decoyed.
Renowned names, fair speeches, and great swelling
words of vanity lead many astray. Faith is simple.

But there are other perils of ‘‘science.” We
think of its use to make warfare an extermination
of non-combatants, entirely apart from any thought
of Divine authority. Thus we realize the cruelties
to which scientific research can be prostituted, and
we stand aghast. What will man’s climax be?
The head, without the humbled heart, can only
lead to doom.

Not only so, but under the guise of improvement,
man can gradually destroy himself and his fellow-
creatures. Are there not diseases unknown to
uncivilized nations, occasioned by the scientific
treatment of God’s gift of food? There are more
perils here than man realizes.

The principle of 1 Timothy 4:5 is important
that we may escape: “For every creature of GOD
is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received
with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified BY THE
WCRD OF GOD AND PRAYER.” And what if
human methods of dealing with the body substitute
one trouble for another, and cause effects that are
less noticed at first, but not less dangerous? The
peril is greater if the consequ:aces are not
immediately manifest.

Man to-day is intruding proud'y into every
sphere with irreverent independenc~ and he is in
danger of harming himself at every turn. How
blessedly the child of God can look away from
these things, and, look forward also to the Coming
of the Lord; meanwhile desirous to present his
body to the Lord, and to live a simple life, with
more and more dependence on Him, and more
willingness to learn His loving lessons from every-
thing physical. Bodily pain is not permitted that
Gods people may aim PRIMARILY at ITS removal,
but rather that the SPIRITUAL lessons may be
learnt, and that God’s glory may be central.
Nothing comes by chance, and nothing is to be
viewed only in itself. “In EVERYTHING give
thanks,” and “in everything by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known unto God.”

P.W H.

NOTES ON MEMORIZED VERSES

ROMANS
Chapter 1

31. All the words here describe men by what they are
not, yet ought to be. 32, Yet they know (cf. v. 21) but
do wrong. and have pleasure in ‘those like themselves.

Chapter 2

- "0 man"—an individual matter cf. v. 3 and ch. 9:20).
2. We are sure (lit.. we know). Paul is spcaking for himself
and God’s called ones (cf. ch. 8:28). 3. To declaim against
sin, yet secretly practise it, will bring no mitigation of
wrath. 4. “Goodness” is “kindness” (as in Tit. 3 :4). "lgnor-
ance,” despite certain “knowledge.” 5. A fearful “treas-
ure,” to be displayed openly in a day of wrath. 6. Every
man, even “you, O man.” 7. “Patience of good work”
(lit) Right seeking rewarded (the obedience of faith).
8. Obedience (cf. Heb. §:9) or a wrong obedience. 9. God's
anger the soul’s anguish, and that for ever; eternal death
{not extinction) as we learn from other scriptures, con-
trasted with eternal life (v. 7). 10, 11, Every man, Jew and
Gentile; and note stress on works and “obedience, the
result, not the cause, of faith (see ch. 1:5 and 16:26).
12. Sin will be judged according to the sinner’s being
under the law or being without the law; God's judgment
(see v. 2). 13-15. These verses are seemingly parenthetical,
Jews are apparently in verse 13, Gentiles certainly in
vv. 14, 15, but judgment is sure. 16. “A day” in which
“secrets” (hidden things) in the life will come to light.
“My gospel” included a stress on coming wrath. 17, The
great privileges of a Jew. 8. Resting in (v. 17) and in-
structed out of, the Law, and having a form of its truth
(v. 20). 19. Yet proudly “confident,” 20, of being qualified
to teach, instruct, and guide. 21. All who teach and
preach must be first taught, 22, 23. Boasting of the Law,
yet breaking it. Professing Christians fail as much as
Jews, though having greater “light.” 24. Thus they did,
and we believers may, bring dishonour on God's Name and
cause. 25. Circumcision makes one a debtor to do the
whole Law (Gal. 5:3). 26, 27. A believing Gentile, obey-
ing God, will be reckoned as a true Israclite, and con-
demn thereby a fruitless Judaic orthodoxy. 28, 29. “The
Israel of God"(Gal. 6:16) and Abraham's secd (Gal. 3:29)
are they who are Christ’s. Note the contrast of “inwardly"
and “outwardly,” and “letter” and “spirit” (scc John 6:63
and 2 Cor. 3:6).

Chapter 3

1. 2. The superior advantage of the Jew, in having
Scripture, “the oracles of God.” 3, The unbelief of some
cannot “render inactive” the “faith"—the doctrine of
God and His truth. 4. Man presumes to judge God, that
is a “liar” setting himself against Him Who s true. The
quotation agrees with the LXX, being from Psalm §1.4.
David acted rnghtly, confessing his sin. 5. The righteousness
of God displays itself against the dark background of
man's sin. 6. But this cannot deflect the purpose of God
to_judge according to His Own standard, cven though sin
pjfordt_:d an occasion for the manifestation of grace. 7, 8.
Thus Some may presume to argue, as that false “religious”
maxim, “the end justifies the means.” 9. Yet “we’ were
no better, for we were all under sin, both Jews and
S}englcs. 10, 11, 12. “No, not one” is good or does good.

All" out of the way. 13, 14, 15, The members of the
body used in the pursuit of evil. 16, 17. “Their ways,”
many and miscrable, contrasted with the one way (;f
peace. 18. A Climax Sin—no fear of God. 19, “The Law
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saith,” it has a voice, but man is speechless when accused
thereby. 20. Law, whether formulated or as a principle
within the mind, makes sin to be known and felt, 21, The
righteousness is that revealed in the Gospel (ch. 1:17).
22. By faith, not by man's keeping the Law, but a righte-
ousness because of Christ’s perfect obedience. 23, 24. These
words deseribe saints, They sinned, personally and in
Adam, are still “coming short,” yet are justified frecly.
25. “Propitiation” is the same word as “mercy-scat’ (Heb.
9:4), the place where the blood was sprinkled on the day

of atonement, and so a type of Christ. “The passing over
of sins that are past” refers to those of old-time saints
awaiting the Redeemer's advent. 26. Justification of a
sinner is not by God lowering His standard of righteous.
ness. 27. Faith in One Who ?ms done all that is needeq
for salvation gives no room for boasting. Faith itself is
God's gift. 28. An inevitable conclusion. 29, 30. Whether
Jew or Gentile, circumcision or uncircumcision, ‘faith” (by
or through) is the one way, designed by “One God", 31,
Thus Law is not “annulled,” but “made to stand.”

SPECIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD'S DAY

May, 1960
Day Fext Paralell Sidelight Contrast

B 1 Pet. 1:6—2 Cor. 16:10—2 Cor. 7 :10—Matt. 5:11-12,
15 1 Pet. 1:7 (a)=Jas, 1 :12—Heb. 11 :6—1 Pet. 4:12-13.
22 1 Pet. 1:7 (b)=1 Cor, 1:5—1Isa. 2:12—Matt. 13:12.
29 1 Pet, 1:8--Rom. 8:24-25—Num., 24 :17—1 John 1.4.

SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS
“IF THE LORD WILL"—MAY, 1960

June, 1960

Day Text Paralell Sidelight Contrast

§ 1 Pet, 1:9—Phil. 1:6—Matt. 25:30—1 Cor. 13:10.
121 Pet.]1:10(a)—Heb. 11:13—]Job, 21:14-15—John 8§ , 56.
19 1 Pet. 1:10 (b)—Isa. 49:6—~Rom. 2:9—Isa, 65:].

26 1 Pet. 1:11—Isa. 53 :10—]Jude 19—Matt. 8:17.

SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS
“IF THE LORD WILL"—]JUNE, 1960

| |
Day REAI&ING LEAerqlNG Day READING LEARNING
Jub ICorinthians|  job Romans Psalms Ephesians Job Romang
| 33 1.33 1425 | %9 2 1 3l ! 18 1.24 3 121 40 23 3
2 117 2640 | 23 32 2 25.50 4 1.32 24 )]
3 18-37 15 145 24 2 1 3 19 5 133 4 | 3
1 3% 1.6 16-32 25 2 1 20 6 124 2 4
5 6 121 33.44 26 3 Philippians
6 2233 45-58 27 94 5 21 1 1417 3 5
7 37 14 16 1.2 28 5 6 22 18-30 1 -
2Corinthians 7 23 2 116 5 7
8 58 1-1% 1 12 29 6 8 24 17-30 6 8
9 16411 1324 30 7 9 25 3 121 7 9
10 39 130 2 117 40 1 8 10 26 1 1-1 8 10
11 40 1-24 3 118 9 11 27 12:23 9 11
12 41 117 1 118 ) 10 Colossians
13 18.34 5 1.21 4 11 12 28 1115 10 12
14 42 1.17 6 1.18 5 12 13 29 16-29 11 13
Psalms 14 30 2 112 12 14
15 1 7 1.6 6 13 15 31 13.23 13 15
16 2 8 1.2 7 14 16 12 3 1] 14 e
17 3 9 118 8 , 18 17 33 1225 15 17
I8 4 10 1-18 9 16 18 34 4 1.18 16 18
19 5 1133 10 17 ) 1 Thess.
20 6 12 121 11 18 19 35 1 110 17 19
21 7 13 1.4 12 19 20 36 2 19 . 18 20
Galatians 21 37 119 10-20 19 21
22 8 1124 13 20 22 20-40 3.1.13 20 22
23 9 2 121 14 21 23 38 4 1.18 21 23,24
2 10 3 1.29 15 2 24 39 5 1.3 22 24
2‘5 n 4 1.14 16 23 25 40 14-28 23 26
2 12 15.31 17 24 2 Thess.
27 1% 5126 18 25 26 11 1112 | 24 27
28 14 6 1.18 19 26 27 12 2 110 25 28
FEvhesians 28 43 1117 26 29
29 15 1 112 20 27 29 44 319 27 30
0w |16 13-23 21 28 30 15 10-18 28 31
3 117 2 122 22 29

Correspondence from any Believers and Enquirers: —61 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.7.
Phone: Grangewood 4196. No telephoning on Lord’s Day.
Printed by Bushev Mead Presc 1td,, 492, Kingston Road, Raynes Park. London, S.W.28
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“Though HE was crucified through
weakness, yet HE liveth by the power
of GOD. For we also are weak in HIM,
but we shall live with HIM by the

power of GOD."”

2Cor. 13 : 4,
”»

“CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM FOR
HE CARETH FOR YOU"

Casting ALL your care upon Him,

For it matters to your Father

All the burden you are bearing;

Lay ALL at His fect, yea, rather

Roll your heavy load upon Him,

Who doth tenderly behold you.

He Who made all, all sustaining.

Will He not Himself uphold you?
Then look upward; He is there,
Bowing now to hear your prayer.
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

In a world such as we find
oursclves today, how little
meaning these words secem to
have. If there is anywhere a semblance of peace,
it is but uneasy. Men's hearts fail them for fear,
and yet, paradoxically, there never was professed
such false optimism. The believer, however, while
grieving over the fearful growth of lawlessness, is
not taken by surprise. The LORD has warned him
that “iniquity shall abound.” “In the world ye shall
have tribulation,” is the word of Christ to His own.
Let it be confessed, all the same, that some saints
are unduly alarmed at the trend of affairs, and,
it may scem, not altogether without reason. Some
find their incomes not as they could wish; others
arc suffering in body and mind; yet others are
faced with residential problems. What shall we
do then? God has said, “Peace, Peace, to him that
is far off and to him that is near,”” words that are
re-ecchoed in Ephesians 2. “He is our Peace;” “and
came and preached peace to you which were afar
off, and to them that were nigh; for through Him
we both have access by One Spirit unto the
Father.” Shall we then be anxious, having such a
precious privilege? “Thou wilt keep him in peace,
peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee; because he
trusteth in Thee.” O what a promise to rest our
weary selves upont “Trust ye in the LORD for
ever; for in the LORD JEHOVAIL is cverlasting
strength,” :

“Pcace, Peace.”
Isaiah 26:3: 47 19.

Poem to Help Christian Experience —No. 266.

O my Saviour, none has ever
Suffered like to Thee,

When upon the tree Thou dicdst
E'en for me,

All Thy life a Man of Sorrows
Wert Thou, knowing grief:

Yet didst Thou, mid all, to others
Give relief,

Righteous was the wrath deservéd
By the human race;

Yet Thou didst for myriads bear it -
Such Thy grace.

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD

Dread the load Thou bowedst under
LEre Thy side was riv'n

$o a host no man can number
Be forgiv'n.

l.et me never cease to wonder
At Thy sacrifice—

That Thou gavest for the worthless
Such a price!

Should 1 then refuse to suffer
With Thee, Saviour mine?

How can such as 1 e’er murmur
Or repine?

For the sorest tribulation
Never can compare

With the glory, gracious Saviour,
I shall share.

THE CALL BY GRACE
Hlustrated in the First Chapter of the Gospel
according to John

God is Sovereign. He uses whatsoever means He
pleases for the accomplishment of His purpose, for
He giveth not account of any of His matters
“Where wast thou,” He demands of Job, “when
I 1aid the foundations of the earth?” And what ig
true of His work of and in creation is true con-
cerning the “new creation.” He is not confined to
a particular method of drawing men to himself
He may speak to a soul in saving power thrOUg[{
the lips of one ill-taught in the Truth, or even
through an unconverted person. Because salvation
has reached some, however, through “missions’
and “campaigns” marked by a measure of human
planning, this aflords no reason for adopting such
methods. We can but rejoice with Paul, “What
then? notwithstanding every way, whether ip
pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and |
therein  do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice
(Phil, 1:18).

The writer, when but a babe in Christ, read
Bunyan’s “Grace Abounding,” and was impresseq
by the deep and painful experiences through
which he passed ere he reached the happy position
of being at *“peace with God through the blood of
the cross.”” Failing to discern in his own experience
a similar deep “law-work,” he began to questign
the reality of his own conversion, and made
known his doubts to an older believer who gave
wise counsel, by pointing out that it was not
God’s way to deal exactly in the same manner
with every one of his elect people. Two youn
women were led to the Saviour through the in.
strumentality of a sister in Christ known to the
writer. One had been under deep and painfyj
conviction of sin cre she entered into assurance of
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salvation; the other received the truth with the
simplicity of a little child. Both were called by
grace, but the latter expressed the wish that she
had had the deep experience of the former, but in
His wisdom and grace this was not permitted. It
is often the case, however, that strong convictions
of sin follow, when they do not precede conversion.

In the first chapter of John's Gospel, is recorded
the “call by grace” of five persons. They all came,
or were brought, to JESUS, yet in no two cases
were the details of Divine dealings exactly similar.
It is interesting and encouraging to trace the act-
ings of God’s grace as here set forth.

/

Andrew and his Companion

These two heard the testimony to the LORD by
one “sent from God.” Such is God's usual way of
causing the message of the Gospel to reach the
ears of His elect. How many professedly ‘‘ministers
of the gospel” are plainly not sent of God, for they
neither know, nor have the ability to proclaim,
“the gospel of God.” Like “the unjust steward,”
they lower the standard of God's requirements,
nor can they administer the consolations of the
Gospel. John's testimony was simple,—"And look-
ing upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, Behold the
Lamb of God.” The word was with power, for
was not John the Baptist “filled with the Holy
Ghost, even from his mother’s womb?” “And the
two disciples heard him speak and they followed
Jesus.” Happy result! But that was not the end.
They were to look into the face of the Lord, Who
turned round to them. To His question, “What
seek ye?" they answered, “Rabbi, where dwellest
“THOU?" They were not seeking things, but a
Person, concerning Whom they had heard He is
“the Lamb of God.” Further, they would be where
He dwelt. Their request was granted, “Come and
cee.”” Their response was an echo of this invitation,
“They came and saw.” Ah! do we always respond
so exactly to our loving Lord’s commands? “Seck
ye My Face; my heart said unto Thee, Thy Face,
L.ORD. will I seek” (Ps. 27:8). These two seekers
were blessed, for “they came and saw where He
dwelt, and abode with Him that day.” There is
no record of the discourse that must have occupied
the time, but it surely was a stepping stone to that
discipleship to which they were eventually ca]lt_td.
In any case, the joy and privilege of being with
Him Whom they called “Rabbi” was doubtless
.ever to be remembered.

Simon Peter

This man did not hear the message as it fell from
John’s lips, yet he was “brought to JESUS” by one
who had heard, and who would have his own
brother, “according to the flesh,” sharc the blessing
he had received. We may well pausc and ask our-
selves the question, “Am | sccEing. and praying
for, and witnessing to, my relatives by nature,
testifying by word and behaviour to my Saviour
and Lord?”. The unregencrate heart may say, “Am
I my brother's keeper?”. But not so onc who has
been called by grace into the fellowship of God's
Son. We can only do what Andrew did. After
that memorable day spent with the Lord, “he first
findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him,
We have found . . . the Christ.” The Lord, “in
the days of His flesh,” could be approached and
conversed with, face to face. Hence Andrew
“brought Peter to JESUS,” Who “beheld him,” and
received him, and shewed that He knew his origin,
his name and his father’'s name. But a new life was
beginning for Peter, and he received a new name,
significant indeed, for he was to be bhuilt on the
Living Stone, to which fact he alludes in his first
epistle, chapter 2. So, although he had not, as his
brother, heard the truth directly from the lips of
the “man sent from God,” the goal he reached was
the same; he was brought to JESUS, and became
His disciple and servant.

(If the Lord will, to be continued)

Vanity manifests itself in a thousand ways. It
shews itself when we are acquiring knowledge in
order to pass as clever, instead of secking to learn
in order that we may the better serve the Lord
Christ. It shews itself in an eagerness to be the
first to tell any piece of news, in order that, for a
little time, we may be the centre of attraction.
Vanity leads to such an overweeriing opinion of
self, that the homage due to the Lord is paid to
ourselves. Paul’'s motto. “Not 1 but Christ,” be-
comes a dead letter; and—however little it may be
suspected—the energies of the whole man are
prostituted at the shrine of self. The doctrine that,
“I am crucified with Christ,”” must be a reality in
my experience, if self is to be kept under.

Selected.

“While the saint is a dove in the eyes of God,
he is only a raven in the estimation of men.”

Ah, how intolerable will the punishment of
those professors be, who have appeared as burn.
ished gold to men, and are found only base metal

(Continued on page 35)
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS
Three Good Men

Last time, in these columns, we thought of one
who is spoken of in the Bible as “a good man.”
He was good because he shewed it by what he did.
And yet what he did was because of what he was.
Like all of us, he was by nature a sinner, but like
some of us (and | could wish it were true of all
who read these words) he was as Paul described
himsclt—"By the grace of God | am what | am.”
How many of our readers have “tasted that the
Lord is gracious?” How many are good in God's
cyes because His “goodness” is counted to them
because of what tHis dear Son, the Lord Jesus, did
in His life and death, in obedience to God, and in
love to poor sinners? Joseph loved the Lord Jesus,
and though once he was a “sccret disciple,”
because he feared the Jews, he was bold for his
Lord at the time when the Jews turned against
Him, and brought about His death on the cross.
We read in the Scripture of “the offence of the
cross,” and Joseph was onc of the first to stand by
the One Whom the people “hated without a
cause.” Now let us think of another “good man”
whose name was—

Barnabas

We read of him in Acts, chapter 11. This was
not his name when we first meet with him in the
pages of our Bible.” And Joses, who by the apostles
was surnamed Barnabas (which is, being intey-
preted, The Son of Consolation) a Levite, and of
the country of Cyprus, having Jand, sold it, and
brought the mouney, and laid it at the apostles’
feet” (Acts 4:136,37). He had a lovely name, and
it must have fitted him, or it would not have been
given him. At the very beginning we find him
giving up what he owned for the good of God's
l)coplc. Next we find him doing a kind act, and
diving up to his new name. When Saul of Tarsus
(who was known afterward as Paul) was con-
verted to God, he tried to join himself to the
Christians at Jerusalem, “but they were all afraid
of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.
But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the
apostles. and declared unto them how he had seen
the Lord in the way, and that He had spoken to
him, and how hc had preached boldly at Damascus
in the Name of Jesus. And he was with them
coming in and going out at Jerusalem™ (Acts 9: 26-
28). Paul and Barnabas became friends, and served
the Lord together.

What Barnabas was doing until we read of him
again we do not know, but from what is recorded
in Acts, Chapter 11, we are surc he was a gres¢
help to the believers. Some men of Cyprus (Barn ;-
bas’ country) and of Cyrene came to Antioch ang
“preached the Lord Jesus.” A large number of
those who heard “believed and turned to the
Lord.. When the church in Jerusalem heard thijg
they sent forth Barnabas to Antioch, and it jg
because of his loving care of the newly-con verted
people that he is spoken of, as “a good man

chL us sce, if we can, why he was thus spoken
of 1 —

(a) He rejoiced to see the grace of God. He haq
not been used of God in the bringing to Christ of
50 great a number of people in Antioch, yet he wag
not jealous of those who had been so used. It waq
a work of God, and he was glad to be a he|
What a lesson is this for us all! Let us never pe
envious of others being used of God instead of
oursclves. Of course, no one who is not “saved
by grace” can work for God, so these words are
meant for those who do know the Lord Jesus as
Saviour and Lord, . ‘

(b) Barnabas encouraged the. saved ones. e
“‘exhorted them all that with purpose of heart the
would clc]ave fu:;lt.o the Lord,” and it seems that
as a result of his ministry, “much people :
added unto the Lord.” i people was

(c) He was not only "“a good man,” but he Was
“full of the Holy Ghost and ol faith.” He coulq
not have scrved God otherwise. As we read throy
the book of Acts, we see how that all the blessin
recorded therein is because of the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit, and that God honoureq
the faith of His servants.

(d) Barnabas loved to have others working with
him. He delighted in fellowship, and so went *,
Tarsus for to seck Saul.” When they both Came
1o Antioch, there wasa strong “church” of
“assembly,” ready to be taught more about the
things of God. So these two devoted Servants
“assembled themselves with the church and taughe
much people.” The church was much blessed, and
later had the great joy and privilege of sendip
forth, at the command of God, Barnabas and Pay
on a missionary journey.

Let us then try to gather up our thoughts aboy,
this “good man,” Barnabas. He was a gencroyg
man, and glad to see the work of God carried qp
by others. He was ready to help in that work, anq
did so by the power of the Holy Spirit and the

(Continned on page 35)
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THE GODHEAD OfF GOD
PERCY W. HEWARD

Many, apart from the wicked one of Psalm so,
seem to treat God as if He were a man. This is a
tremendous and increasing present-day peril: it
invades the whole order of God’s creative work
and providence, and brings utter confusion. The
authority of Scripture is undermined, the gospel is
robbed of its glory, and there is discord instead of
majestic harmony. Unless God is acknowledged
as God, everything is in disorder, all is disintegrated.
Isaiah asks with holy zeal, “To whom then will ye
liken God?” and God Himself repeats the searching
question, “To whom then will ye liken God? Or
what likeness will ye compare unto Him?" “To
whom then will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal?
saith the Holy One” (Isa. 40:18, 25). If there werc
more reverence for God, and realization of His

Jorious majesty, how different everything would
e! God is perfect in His attributes, perfect in
their completeness, both individually and col-
lectively. Not one is missing, not one is defective.

Do we think of knowledge ? He knows all. I cannot
learn completely even a small portion of one
branch of knowledge: He cannot be ignorant of
anything in all time and space. We all forget very
much: He can never experience this failure. Nor
is it that He has gradually attained knowledge:
from eternity He knew the names of all His people,
and all their future, their wishes, their circum-
stances. Their sins were laid on Christ before they
were born, not one being left out,

In relation to Him all our thoughts of time fall
short: past, present, and future were all equally
before Him, or ever the earth was formed. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for us (Ps. 139:6), but
any other conception would be foolish and infringe
on His Godhead, and revelation of Himself, and
involve contradiction and impossibilities. And not
only does God know all that is and shall be, but
also what would have taken place under other
circumstances (Matt. 11:21). The inner thoughts
of all, and their reactions to all that comes, or
could come, across their minds are before Him.

As soon as we realize that each present action of
each man is partly affected by his temperament,
by his environment, and by expected and un-
expected actions of others, and that the tempera-
ment has been itself moulded by thousands of
circumstances, each of them equally modificd by
countless activities of others, and that a man’s
environment has been, from birth onward, the
result of Divine providence, acting upon myriads
of unrealized details, we arrive at an infinity of
problems, unless we fully recognize the perfect
and unlimited knowledge of One Who is absolutely
God. TFor all these influenced, or influencing,
circumstances, and “related” causes, affect the
degree of each moral quality of disobedience and
thereby of punishment. Human judgment is
inevitably based on results and approximations.
One man Kkills another, and is a murderer: another
does not kill because he restrains himself by fear
of punishment: yet another is hindered by the
superior force of an officer of law, or of the one
who would have been his victim. How then can
human judgment rightly apportion guilt?

But you say, “A near approximation is suf-
ficient.” Yes, for man, but not for absolute
righteousness. If we decide that anything is correct
to one millionth part mathematically, the un-
certainty is negligiglc, but with God everything
must be absolute, or it is not “righteous and true”
(Rev. 16:3): the smaliness of a variation does not
enter. Two thousand million persons acting in
millions of ways, and themselves influenced by
millions, in the past nigh 6,000 years, as well as
the present, and likewise by unscen forces,
angelical, and demoniacal, are an impossible prob-
lem for all but God. His perfect E(r)\owledge is
entwined with perfect wisdom, and pcrfectJudg—
ment in righteousness, and thus we behold the
necessary “harmony” of all His attributes. Not one
of these can be isolated from another. We stand
amazed, and adore. We realize, too, the absolute
Deity of Christ, to Whom all judgment is com-
mitted (John g5:22, 23).

It is this blending of atributes that solves our
problems. The history of mankind and the in-
equalities beheld would overpower, and bring
unrighteous confusion as a finality, if there were
not One of infinite knowledge, and cqually infinite
w1sdorr3. justice, and power, knowing the bent of
each hidden mind and the potentialities of each
heart, in each possible environment, and bringin
a perfectly right goal in cach case, causing aﬁ
things to work together, either for His people’s

good, or a just retribution, so that even the wrath
of men must praise Him.
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The remarkable fact is that anything short of
absolute Godhead would neither harmonize with
truc Deity, nor climinate crrors as to justice and
proportion, which, accumulatively, would be able
to subvert all. A recognition of absolutencss turns
every ward of the lock, and fits with the full
Godhead of God, and thus solving both problems
at once, demonstrates yet more clearly its ap-
propriateness.  And the Book that alone reveals
this must be the only consistent Book. The very
inspiration ot Scripture is thereby Divinely illu-
strated.  All thoughts converge so cxactly, and we
have an unveiling that is spiritually fitting all, in
the awe, worship, and gratitude to which it
awakens and draws cach humble and belicving
heart. The more we see of the theme the more we
realize that everything comes in line, and is
focussed on the same point of harmony, and that
which glorifies God aright leads man to the true
and right attitude, which alone is rich with blessing.
Here is the fullest test of truth, which knows no
contradiction,

Nature illustrates the need for God's absolutencess.
Nothing therein is essential: God made all in
wisdom. The moon depends on the earth, the
carth on the sun, the sun depends on— what?
When | walk across'a room, how many other
motions arc involved, unknown to, or, at least,
unfelt by me? But God has decreed the inter-
rclation of each and all, so that appointed laws
of nature, known and unknown, act and re-act to
revent disintegration, and this is the more marvel-
ous since naturc bears, in varied spheres, evidence
also of an invasion by sin, yet the ravages are
restrained, clsc there would be the undoing of the
whole. “Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further”
(Job 38:11).

Anything of mere cvolution would involve lack
of harmony, and thereby civil war in nature, and
thus its dissolution; the very complication of
myriads of forces making this the more sclf-
cvident. To conceive millions of blind powers in
nature acting, and re-acting, inherently without
personal direction, or superintendence, or design,
or co-ordination, (so that physical events could be
forcknown to a minute), would be a greater strain
on credulity than all else. Nor could a limited
Godhead, or a polytheism of opposing divinities,
meet the case. The one solution is so appropriate,
that it manifests its reality.

(If the Lord will, 1o be continued)

INSPIRED WORDS INSPECTED

“And the lord commended the unjust
steward, because he had done wisely; for the
children of this world are in their generation
wiser than the children of light. And | say
unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the
mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye
fail, they may receive you into everlasting
habitations.”’

Luke 16:8, o,

In parsing the words of these verses, the order
as in the Greek will be followed. These verseg
have proved difficult to be understood by mogt
of us when first read; perhaps the following notes
may be of some help in explaining their import_

AND (kai); conjunction,

COMMENDED (epeinesen); verb aorist, from
“epaineo,” compound of “*EPI” (upon) and “aineo’
(praise); hence, lit, “to praise upon.” It is useq
of praise to God (Rom. 15:11) and of praise of
men (1 Cor. 11:2; 17:22) where, as here, it s
better rendered “commend.” It is found in the
LXX (Eccl. 8:15; Gen. 12:15) as the rendering of
two different Hebrew words, -

THE LORD (ho Kkurios), article and noun
masculine. Not the LORD, but the master of the
unjust steward; nominative case, because subject of
the verb.

THE STEWARD (ton oikonomon); article ang
noun, masculine, accusative; from “‘oikonomos
compound of “oikos” (house) and “nomos” (Ia\«;)-
hence, onc who has law over a house, sq
“steward.”

UNJUST (tes adikias); article and noun, feminine
genitive; from “adikia,” compound of “a” (“un,
a deprivative, as “a” in atheist) and “‘dike” (right-
ness, just); hence “unrighteousness.” The sentence
is lit., “the steward of unrighteousness;” it was hig
“make-up.”

BECAUSE (hoti); conjunction.

WISELY (phronimos); adverb, derived fron,
“phren” (mind, including intellect, feelings, dis.
position);, ‘‘phronimos™ is the corresponding
adjective.

HE HAD DONE (epoiesen); verb, aorist, from
“poico” (I make or do).

FOR (hoti); see above.
THE CHILDREN (hoi huioi); article and noun,

nominative, plural, masculine, from “huios”
(a son).

OF THIS WORLD (tou aionos toutou); article,
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noun, and demonstrative pronoun, from ‘“houtos”
(this) and “aion” (age). In such a phrase as this,
the article is always next to the noun, though the
pronoun may sometimes come first.

WISER (phronimoteroi); adjective, plural, mascu-
line, to agree with “sons.” It is comparative form.

THAN (huper); preposition, meaning *‘over,”
but having the sense of “beyond” or “‘excess.”

THE CHILDREN (tous huious); article and noun,
maseuline, accusative, plural; from “huios’ (son).

OF LIGHT (tou photos); article and noun, neuter,
genitive; from ‘“‘phos” (light). “THE Light,” as
contrasted with “THIS age.”

IN (eis); preposition, meaning “into,” but often
having the thought of “with a view to.”

THEIR (ten heauton); article, accusative, and
genitive plural of reflexive pronoun; lit.,, “the of
themselves,” which form is often found in Greek;
that is, the noun with the article following or

followed by the qualifying adjective with the .

article.

GENERATION (ten genean); article and noun,
feminine, accusative; from ‘“‘genea” (gencration).
The whole phrase, having reference to their hatural
wisdom, may be rendered, “with a view to the
generation which is of themselves.”

ARE (eisin); verb, present, from “eimi” (I am).
It is placed at the end for emphasis.

AND (kai); conjunction.

I (cgo); personal pronoun.

UNTO YOQOU (humin); personal pronoun, dative,
plural, from “su” (singular) and “humeis” (plural).

I SAY (lego); verb, present tense. The “L”
included in the verb, is emphasized by the pre-
ceding personal pronoun. “I, even I, say to you.”
The Lord’s word, as contrasted with that of the
steward’s lord. |

MAKE (poiesate); verb, aorist, imperative, plural.
This form has somewhat a peremptory force.
Translate, “make ye.”

TO YOURSELVES (heautois); reflexive pronoun,
dative, plural.

FRIENDS (philous); noun, accusative,. plural,
from “philos” (a friend). The verb is “phileo” (to
love, and to shew it in a friendly way).

OF (ek); preposition, meaning “out of” or “out

from;” having, in certain usage, an instrumental
force, “by means of,” which Is the sense here.

THE MAMMON (tou mamona); article, genitive,
and noun, from “mamonas,” an Aramaic word,
meaning “'riches, money, possessions, property.”

OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS (adikias); see above,
as used of the steward. Riches and possessions
are so often used wrongly that they merit this
general description. Compare “filthy lucre.” But
Christians are to use all to God's glory and for the
good of others, and thus make "“friends” to
themselves.

THAT (hina); preposition, *in order that.”
WHEN (hotan); adverb, a compound of “hote”

(when) and particle “an™ (socver), this latter im-
parting the idea of uncertainty or ipossibility.
“Whensoever” or “whenever.”

YE FAIL (eklipei); verb, aorist, subjunctive, from
“ekleipo” compound of “ek’ (out of) and “leipo”
(to leave); hence, “to leave out or off.,”” *“Leaving
off”” life is death, which is the sense here intended.
The words following confirm.

THEY MAY RECEIVE (dexontai); verb, aorist,
subjunctive; from ‘‘dechomai” (to welcome, re-
ceive kindly). May be rendcred, “they shall
have welcomed you.” The “they” are apparently
the “friends” made through the godly use of
possessions.

YOU (humas);
accusative.

personal  pronoun,  plural,

INTO (eis); preposition, always followed by
accusative case,

EVERLASTING (tas aionious); article and ad-
jective, from ‘‘aionios” (perpetual, cverlasting,
eternal); the same form is used for masculine or
feminine; here it qualfies a feminine noun, plural.
hence the article is feminine plural.

HABITATIONS (skenas); noun, feminine, plural;
from “skene” (tent or tabernacle) “The everlasting
tabernacles” are contrasted with the earthly
“houses” of the steward’s “friends.”

THE CLIMAX OF JOB’S SUFFERINGS
Job 19:13-27.

Job’s sufferings were not only in his flesh, and
in the loss of all he possessed, terrible and bitter
as these must have been, but we find that the
whole community among whom he dwelt was
against him. The above scriptures detail further of
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his sufferings which he had to endure and which
were cven harder to bear than outward distress
and bodily attliction.

His brethren, relations and {familiar friends were
set against him (verses 13-14). Even the three
triends who came especially to comfort him, as
we know, really reproached him and insinuated
that he was wicked. In verses 15-16 we find that
his houschold ceased to hold him in respect. Lven
when he called his servant, he obtained no reply;
an nsult indeed to an eastern ruler, and even

personal entreaty was unavailing. In verses 17-20

his wife and those whom he especially loved, were
estranged from him, and even young children
despised him and spoke against him. He was their
song and derision. He had become an abhorrence
unto all around. There was none 1o pity, there was
none o understand and in the climax of his
sulferings and grief he cries out in bitter lament
(verse 21) “Have pity on me, have pity on me,
O ye my friends, for the hand of God hath touched
me,”

Why, he asks in verse 22, do they persecute him
as God has done, why bite and devour him and add
to his sufferings?

And so despairing of being understood by thosc
around, despairing of obtaiming justice in this life,
he desires his words to be indelibly recorded
(verses 23-24), to be printed in a book, to be graven
as lead in the rock for cver, so that they might be
preserved until the day of judgment. His thoughts
go forward to the future, and to resurrection, and
out of his deep lonely affliction are born those
words pregnant with assurance and hope which
have been an encouragement through the ages to
many suffering servants of the Lord, (verse 25).
“Yet | know that nty Redeemer liveth, and that He
shall arise in the latter day upon the carth;” to
vindicate and justify his servant from all the
sufferings and calumnies heaped upon  him.

Although his skin would be no more, and his poor
discased body would be dissolved, (verse 26) yet
from his flesh, from his renewed body in resur-
rection glory he would see God. Yea, whom he
would sce for himsclf, that is, for his own profit,
delight and cternal blessing. In contemplation of
such a fulfilment his longing desire for that blessed
consummation is cxprc&s‘qd in the words (verse 27)
“my reins he consumed within me.”

Such was Job’s patience and faith. He will be
one of those to whom the Lord will not impute
iniquity, and of whom it is written, “and they shall
be mine saith the Lord of hosts in that day when |
make up my jewels”” Much more has been
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revealed in the Holy Scripture since Job's da

concerning the resurrection and the life to come
but have we who bear Christ's name today, like
piety and godliness as this honoured servant of
God, of whom the Lord said, that there was none
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man

one that feareth God and escheweth cvilt .

R.L.W.

“YE HAVE AN ANOINTING”

The Anointing “is Truth and is no lie.” The
Lord Jesus spoke of Him as “The Spirit of Truth
but why the further emphasis, “and is no lie" >
Surely, “because many false prophets are gone out
into the world” (ch. 4:1). We are apt to imagine
that the present period of time is marked b
heresies and false doctrines in a way never before
known. True it is, that there has been an increase
of strange sects and evil religious philosophisings_
But there were many in John's day, so much so
that he wrote, “It is thelast time” (literally, 5
last hour”). The latter part of the present age is to
be characterized by the presence (parousia) of
Antichrist, who, it would seem, is named, “The
Lie"" ((2 Thess. 2:11); for in that dread season——
and how ncar it may be!—God will send mep
“strong delusion that they should believe the Lie '«
And why? “Because they received not the love of
the Truth, that they might be saved.” So plausible
will be “the Lie,” and supported by such great
signs and wonders through the energizing of Satan
that, “if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect (Matt. 24:24). Let us, fellow-believers
thank God for this excepting phrase of our Lorq
Jesus. 1t will not be possible, because the ip.
dwelling, instructing, inworking Holy Spirit jg
Truth, and bears witness against “every false way -

And, if we carefully listen to His voice, we sha)
be conscious that He testifies against all that lackg
truth and sincerity in ourselves. It is He on Whonm,
we depend to maintain within us a tender cop.
science, yet at the same time a responsibility resig
upon His saved ones to exercize themselves *'tq
have always a conscience void of offence towarg
God and toward men” (Acts 24:16). It is the Holy,
Spirit who creates and maintains in the saints 3
reverence for truth and an awareness of what ig
contrary, Moreover, He witnesses ever to Christ,
Who is the Truth. Through Him we know that
Jesus is the Christ. But, “who is a liar but he that
denieth” the record? *He is antichrist that denieth
the Father and the Son.”



THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE 13

“l have not written unto you because ye know
not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no
lie is of the truth” (verse 21).

Proceeding, our text continues, “and according
as {T hath taught you.” The Anointing did teach
in the past, and teacheth still, and between these
there is no contradiction. What “the Holy Ghost
teacheth” or taught has never to be unlearned.
His first lessons may be simple, but they are
essentially of a piece with all His educative work
upon our souls. We grow in grace and in the
knowledge of God. Our increase in spiritual stature
may be imperceptible to ourselves, but others will
sec and will recognize the effect of His gracious
influence. “Abide in Him (verse 28), “Continue in
the Son and in the Father” (verse 24). Here is a
Divine command, associated with the near coming
of Christ. In view of that approaching advent,
should we grow weary of “abiding”? That would
be shameful, and would lead to our “being shamed
away from Him,” though “in His presence.” May
we, by the Holy Spirit’s enabling “abide in Him"
here.

The Anointing of which the apostle speaks is
inward and spiritual, but it is symbolized in the
carlier part of Scripture by an outward and visible
act, as when prophets, priests, and kings were
appointed and anointed. Perhaps the most instruct-
ive passage is Exodus 30:22-23, wherein is found
the Divine command for the compounding of the
holy anointing oil. That fragrant ointment, consist-
ing of “principal spices” and olive oil was, said the
LORD, “holy unto Me,” and, “It shall be holy
unto you.” God set limitations as to its preparation
and as to its use. It was prepared as God com-
manded and was not to be imitated. Disobedience
entailed the penalty of being “cut off”” from the
people; which penalty was also incurred should the
holy oil be poured on “man’s flesh” or “upon a
stranger.” In the context, 1t 1s Aaron and his sons
who were anointed, for they were to minister
unto God “in the priest’s office.” They had already
heen chosen by Him for that service. They had
been washed and robed, so that, typically, they
were not “men in the flesh.” In all this can be
seen very plainly symbolized the position of
believers in Christ. To such come the words, “But

e are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be
that the Spirit of God dwell in you.” None can be
“snointed.” who is still “in the flesh,” that is,
unregenerate. There may be attempts to imitate
the work of God. as in spiritism, and some mani-
festations of so-called “gifts” in certain religious
circles. In some evangelistic and ‘revivalist”

campaigns, even though God, in His sovereignty,
may call many by His grace, yet a proportion will
be emotionally affected only, and a “change” may
be “psychical” and not spiritual. Satan will always
produce his counterfeits, for even he can appear as
“an angel of light.”” Imitation is artificiality, and
even a true believer may deceive himself by
imagining he is speaking by the Holy Spirit, but
he will not deceive others. The sheep of Christ
know His voice when He speaks by His Spirit
through His chosen instruments.

(If the Lord will, to be continued)

* Antichrist is “the Lic.” as opposed to Christ the Truth.
But he will be the incarnation of antichristianism, which
is growing, and fed by that monstrous delusion—Evolution,
which itself may be called, “the Lie.”

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD

“Righteousness belongeth unto God” (Dan. 9:7.)
“1 will,” said Elihu, “ascribe righteousness to m?'
Maker” (Job 36:3). In its absolute and all-
comprehensive sense. this attribute is possessed
exclusively by the Creator. It is not a quality
which can be considered apart from Himself, for
He is personally the standard---the only standard—
of what is right. He is the “righteous” or "just”
God (Ps. 7:9; Isa 45:21). And this attribute is
also coupled with His personal, glorious Name
(Ps. 11:7; Zeph. 3:5). The Father is righteous
(John 17:25). The Son is rightcous (Isa. §3:7;
Jer. 23:5; Zech. 9:9: 1 john 2:1; Acts 3:14). And
although we do not find the expression,
“Righteous Spirit,” yet He proceeds from the
Father and Son. and is associated with rightcous-
ness in such Scriptures as, “He shall convince
the world . . . of righteousness” (John 16:8),
“Righteousness . . . in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:7).

Seeing that God is cternal, His rightcousness is
an everlasting righteousness (Psalm  119:142).
Therefore His Law is the Truth. This eternal law
of righteousness is enshrined in God Himself, for
He is Truth (Deut. 32:4), and therefore precedes
and outlasts the law on tables of stone, given
through Moses. That law was added (Gal. 3:19)
and was fulfilled in Christ (Rom. 10:4). That law,
however, “which is holy and righteous and good"
(Rom. 7:12) reveals very wonderfully the character
of God in His righteous relation to His creatures.
It is perfect (Ps. 19:7-11) and shews not onl{ what
He requires of them but what is for their highest
good. He Who gave such laws must Himself be
infinitely just and ‘“right:;* this word “right”
correctly expresses the meaning of both Hebrew
(tsadaq) and Greek (dikaios) rendered in our bibles
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as “just" or “rightcous.” (See Ps. 17:1; 119:74

where the word is translated “right”). Remarkable

to say, the first ascription of righteousness to God

by a man is the word of Pharaoh the oppressor,

*“The Lord is righteous and | and my pcople are

wicked.” And the last in the Old Testament is in

Malachi 4:2, where the allusion appears to be to

the Lord Jesus Christ,

All the saints of God have gloried in the personal
rightcousness of God. For example, sce Fzra g:15;
Nchemiah 9:8; Daniel 9:14. In all these instances
it is beautiful to observe how the utterers of these
remarkable prayers recognise the fitness of God's
judgments on His own people as well as His own
just character. Indeed, any who are taught of God
must become of the same mind, for there is a
spiritual realisation of their own unrighteousness
and a consequent worshipping of One to Whom
they say, “Rightcous art Thou, O Lord, and upright
are Thy judgments” (Ps. 119:137). The questioning
of God's rightcous dealings (as the denial of the
cternity of punishment both of those who have
sinned “in law” and "without law"—Rom. 2:12)
springs from the fleshly nature and will certainly
lead to failure in the personal spiritual life. “The
Lord is rightcous: e hath cut asunder the cords
of the wicked” (Ps. 129:4). The righteous God
tricth the heart and reins . . . God is a righteous
judge (sce margin) and God is angry with the
wicked everyday” (Ps. 7:9,11). And in cternity,
the judgment upon the unsaved will be “according
to their works,” for all sins will be brought into
judgment (Eccl. 12:14). We must not, however,
suppose that judgment upon sinners is a mere
arbitrary act of God's will. He has no pleasure in
the death of the wicked. When te is wroth, it is
said to be “Iis strange work . . . His strange act”
(Isa. 28:21). “The righteous Lord loveth righteous-
ness” (Ps. 11:7) and if this is withheld, how can the
sinner but expect the penalty of disobedience!
Christ spoke of coming judgment upon [erusalem
yet He wept over the city that foolishly and
wickedly denied “the Holy One and the Righteous.”

In His acts, in His works, in His ways
(Judg. s:11: Dan. 9:14: Ps. 145:17) God is right-
cous. He could not be otherwise, for He cannot
deny Himself or act in a manner contrary to
Himself. “He is in one mind and who can turn
Him?" llc also speaks in righteousness (Isa. 45 :19)
not only in the giving of the law but in the pro-
nouncement of judgment. Yes, and in the giving of
Salvation, because the saving of a sinner through
the work of His Beloved Son is an entirely righteous
way, for “He is a just God and a Saviour”
(Isa. 45:21; Rom. 3:36). God does not break His
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law in order to manifest His grace. There is nothing
in Him of the nature of “indylgence.” Long
suffering He truly is, but this is to give space fgor
repentance. God “passed over” sins during the time
He was dealing with Israel (Rom. 3:25) yet thig
was temporary and until the Redecmer should come
Who would make a sacrifice of Himself for sinnerg
The child of God can rejoice in that finished wor)
in which “mercy and truth have met together, ang
rightcousness and peace have kissed each other '

“Gracious is the Lord and righteous. Yea, oyy
God is merciful” (Ps. 116:5).

“I WILL RAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY
John 6

The Lord Jesus spoke of “the Last Day” five
times, as recorded in the gospel according to Johp
Once the phrase is used by Martha, from which
it may be inferred that it was an integral part of
the Lord’s doctrine. On one occasion, He remindeq
the Jews, “The word that [ have spoken, the same
shall judge him in the last day” (12:48). The other
four occurrences are in His discourse to the Jewsg
the day after He had fed “the five thousand' (ch. 6)
In the first of these, the neuter word “it” is useq
but in the others the personal pronoun “him *
Taking the sentence by itself, there are brougf,t
before us—

(a) The Lord's PROMISE—"I will.”

(b) The Lord's POWER—"[ will raise up.”

(c) The Lord's PROSPECT—"The Last Day.”

There is a glorious certainty about all these
for the LORD Himself has spoken; and indeed He
is expecting “That Day,” a day peculiarly Hig
own—"The Day of Christ.” And is there not 5
twofold thought, namely, that there is one par.
ticular day known to Him when He shall come
again to receive His own unto Himself? Alsg
that “that day” will usher in the last millennija}
day? Resurrcction—the first resurrection—canngg
éake place before. “The last day™ means the lagt

ay.

The context of each occurence of this saying of
the Lord is interesting and important. They brin
before us the Lord Jesus honouring the Fathep
which He ever did. He shews us— ’

(i) The Father willing (verses 39, 40).
(ii) The Father drawing (verse 44).

(i) The Father Living (verses 54-57),
The Will of the Father

The Son subordinated His will to that of t(he
Father. “For | came down from heaven, not to dg,
Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Mg
(verse 38). So that, when He says, “I will,” it is
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absolutely in line with the Father's purpose. “And

this is the will of Him that sent Me, that of all

which He hath given Me I should lose nothing,
but should RAISE IT UP AGAIN AT THE LAST
DAY.” The Father loveth the Son and hath given
all things into His hand. Hence it is impossible
for anything or anyone given to Him to perish.
There is to be a resurrection of those given to
Him (john 10:29) for none of them can perish or
be lost (17:12). There is also to be *times of
restitution of all things” (Acts 3:21). Again,
“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times,
He might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are
on earth; even in Him” (Eph. 1:10). Not, be it
noted, “things under the earth.” The restoration
docs not mean ‘'universalism.” Many Scriptures
(for example, Rev. 20:14; 21:8; 22: 11) forbid such
an idea. "All things,” then, has a limited meaning,
and relates to “all that the Father has given to
His Son. The Father wills what the Son saith, *'i
WILL raise up . . . in the last day.”

Moreover, it is the Father’s will that every one
beholding the Son and believing into Him may
have cternal life. The Lord had said just before,
“But [ said unto you, That ye also have seen Me
and believe not” (verse 36). It must have grieved
Him to utter such reproving words. And how
hurtful to His tender heart were the words of
those Jews, “What sign shewest Thou then that
we may see and believe Thee?” Had they not fed
frecly from His hand? Or were they ignorant of
the miraculous nature of that meal in the desert?
Or was it sheer ingratitude? Whatever was at the
back of their ungracious minds, they ought to
have believed Him for the very works' sake.

There were some who would not believe without
seeing. Not only Thomas, who was open in his
scepticism, but all the disciples were guilty of such
unbelief. “Blessed are they that have not seen and

et have believed.” The sight preceding the
{e]icving (verse 40) must surely be a spiritual
sceing—the opening of “the eyes of the heart.”
It is of grace—of the Father’s will—that any be-
hold beauty in Jesus that they shoqld desire Him.
Such can say of “Him Whom their soul loveth,”
that "He is altogether lovely.” These are they who
HAVE eternal life—a life that will animate their
very bodies when they are “raised up in the last

day.”
The Father drawing

w opposed is the will of man to the vs.rm of
C,orc{if) He Ii)rg)variably, whatever his character in the

eyes of his fellows, uses his “free will,” pot in
sceking to know and do God's will, but his own
pleasure, even religiously. The words of the Lord
Jesus do not declare an arbitrary decree, but a
solemn fact. “No man can come to Me, except
the Father Which hath sent Me draw him.” Natural
powers do not avail, either in knowing or obeying
the truth. Divinc teaching must precede. God
takes the initiative. “It is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of God.” Such teaching
is effective, for "who teacheth like Him?" The
taught one learns. “Every man, therefore, that
hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto Me.” The Father’s testimony is to His dear
Son. His teaching is a revelation of the Son
in him (Gal. 1:16) resulting in a coming to
Christ. And the promise 1o all such is—“And 1
will raise him up in the last day. As soon as a soul
has been brought to Christ, so soon should his
heart and mind be directed to “That day.” It is
never too early in the Christian life to “live . . .
looking for That Blessed Hope.”

If the Lord will, 10 be continued

(Continued from Page 28)

strength of his faith. Also he loved to serve God
in company with others. These are all the marks
of a “good man,” and are an example to us, but let
my readers ever bear in mind that the Lord Jesus
must be known as Saviour and Lord before He can
be served rightly. Then may there be such delight
in His service and readiness to help others that
one may be called “a good man” and even, “a son
of consolation!”

(Continued from Page 28)

in the sight of God! What will it profit, to put off
the old manners, and not put off the old man? A
snake may change its skin, and yet preserve its
sting. The gospel professed, may lift a man unto
heaven; but it is only the gospel possessed, that
brings a man into heaven. To profess piety, and
yet to practice impiety, will be so far from
advancing a man's commendation, that it will
assuredly heighten his condemnation. “And why

lcall );e' Me, Lord. Lord, and do not the things that
say?”
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SPECIAL READINGS FOR THIE LORD'S DAY SPECIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD'S DAY
July. 1960 August, 1960
Day—Text—Parallel—Sidelight— Contrast Day=-Text—Parallel—Sidelight—Contrast
5. ) Pet, 1:12; Eph, 9:10; Matt, 15:24; Matt 13:17. 7. 1Pet.1:17; Gal. 6:7-8; Isa. 5:23; James 2:1-4.

10, 1 Pet. L:1%; Luke 12:35.36; 1 Thess, §:3; 2 Tim 4:8. 14. 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Rev. 1:5; Heb, 10:4; Ps. 49:7.

17. 1 Pet. 1:14 (a); John 15:10; 2 Thess, 1:8; Rom. 13:5.7. 21, | Pet. 1:20; Eph. 3:11; Jude 4; Gal. 4:4-5,

24. ) Pet. t:14 (b); Rom. 12:-1-2; 2 Pet. 2:10; 28. 1 Pet. 2:21; Acts 3:13; Phil. 2:6-8; John 7:139,
1 John 2:15-16. '

31, 1 Pet. 1:15:16; Lev. 11:44; 2Tim, 3:1-2; Heb. 12: 14,

~

SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS
"IF THE LORD WILL"—AUGUST, 1960 "“IF THE LORD WILL"—JULY, 1960
Day READING i LEARNING Day | READING ‘ LEARNING — —
Psalms James Isaiah Romans .
Psalms 1 Timothy Job Romang
| 78 26-19 1 112 0 9 5 7 1 46, 47 1 4] 29 : 1
2 50-72 13-27 10 8 2 48 2,3 30 2
) 79 2 11 9
4| WO 3 12 0| 3 | 1 3) 3
5 | Hl 1 13 ol o4 | so § 32 3
6 82 4 14 12 5 51 6 33 5
| Peter 2 Timothy
7 83 1112 15 13 | 6 52 1 34 6
8 #4 13-25 16 14 7 53,54 2 42 | 7
9 85 2 L2 17 15 8 55 3 2 8
10 86 14-25 18 16 9 56 4 3 9
11 87 3 19 . 17
12 HK 4 20 18 : Titus
13 8O .28 4 21 19 10 57 1 4 10
2 Peter 11 58 2 5 11
14 BY 2952 1 22 20 12 59 3 6 12
15 9% 2 23 21 13 60 | Philemon 7 13
16 91 3 24 6 1 | Hebrews
1 John 14 61 1 8 14
17 | 92 1 25 2115 | e 2 9 15
I8 93 2 114 26 3 16 .03 3 10 l6
19 99 15-29 27 4 .
20 94 3 113 28 5 17 64 4 11 17
18 65 5 12 18
2 96 3142 29 G 19 66 6 13 19
22 97 1 L1 30 7 12 | e 7 114 14 20
23 98 12-21 31 8 21 68 15-28 15 2]
24 99 5 41 ] 9 22 69 8 16 . 22
25 106 2 John 2 10 23 70 9 1.14 | 17 23
26 101 3 John 3 1 | | Isaiah
27 102 Jude 4 12 24 71 9 15-28 40 1 24
Revelation 25 72 10 1-18 2 26
28 103 1 ) 13 26 73 19-39 3 [ 1
29 104 1-18 2 117 6 14 27 74 1 120 4 )
40 19-35 18.29 7 15 28 75 2140 5 3
1] 10§ 1.22 3 8 16 | 29 76 12 114 6 4
0 | 77 1529 7 5
31 78 125 13 8 6
—6__
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“The Great, the Mighty God, the
LORD of hosts, is His Name, Great in

counsel, and mighty in work.”

Jer. 32: 18, 19,

The High and Lofty One—
Thrice holy is His Name—
Inhabiteth eternity,
Unchangeably the Same.
The High and Holy Place
His habitation is,
Delighting yet in humble hearts
To dwell. What mercy this|
Grant me, O God, a contrite heart
That I in this may have a part.
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“When the even-
ing was come, He
saith unto them,
Let us pass over

Every action and each word
of the Lord Jesus are marked
by a moral perfectness and
spiritual power found only

unro‘ the other in their fulness in Him.
side.” Sometimes He spoke and
Mark 4 :35. acted sternly, but how often

encouragingly ! These words
of His should awaken in His people feelings of
grateful praisc and adoring gratitude; “Le US pass
over unto the other side.” Not, be it noted,
“Convey Me"; though had He spoken thus, gladl
would His disciples have acknowledged His lord-
ship and obeyed His command. But He links
Himself with them—""Let us.” He Whose “delights
arc with the sons of men.” is “not ashamed to call
His brethren,” those whom Ile has sanctified. The
Lord delighted in the company of His chosen ones.
Oft was He refreshed in the home at Bethany. Is
not this joy in fellowship seen in the words, “Ye
arc they who have continued with Me in My
temptations’ ?

The other side—"the beyond'’—was His object-
ive for Himself and them; a foreshewing, in type,
of His purpose to have them with Him in that
rlace whither e was going. The time is significant,
i’or in the evening of life, will He not, by His
Spirit, remind us oF the “beyond,” so glorious, even
though dcath, as a sca, lies just ahcad? As the
Forcrunner, He anticipated glory when death for
Him was close at hand. e was alone when dying,
but not so His saints. He will be with them. “Let
US go over.”

Poem to Help Christian Expericnce—No, 267,
“ONE BEATEN WORK OF PURE GOLD.”

Pure gold--pure precious gold-—and yet
It doth not all the beauty shew

That God hath willed, nor could it get
Such, save by many a hammer-blow.

Like to the golden cherubim

That shadowed o'er the mercy-seat—
A holy thing—a type of Him

In Whom all truth and mercy meet,

Nor could the lampstand, golden, pure,
Shining with sevenfold brightness so,
A glory of itself procure;
It neceded many a hammer blow,

“One beaten work,” and formed by one
In whom the Holy Spirit dwelt,
Completing all the work begun;
The gold his skilful handling felt,

And there within the holy place
Their beauty met the eye of Him
Who planned the pattern in His grace,
Who dweclt between the cherubim.

O Father, let me ne‘er despise
The chastening of Thy loving hand;
In all Thy working Thou art wise;
Perfect 1 would before Thee stand.

Thou wouldst Thy beauty see in me,
And Thou in wisdom, Thou alone

Canst fashion me, that | may be
Worthy a place before Thy throne.

It may mean many a hammer blow,
But if in all Thy hand [ trace,
What is it, if thereby 1 shew
My Saviour’s loveliness and grace?

BRIEF COMMENTS ON
THE LORD’S FAREWELL DISCOURSE ToO
HIS ELEVEN DISCIPLES
John chapters 14, 15 and 16.

R. L. WHEELER

We know that the Lord Jesus spoke to Hig
disciples in a very personal and intimate way just
before He suffered, as recorded in the above chap-
ters of John's gospel.

The disciples needed this encouragement. Thejr
faith was about to be sorely tried. He was the Ope
in Whom they had trusted, and for Whom they
had forsaken all things. They had trusted that f
was He Who would redeem Israel, and yet alag,
they were shortly to sce Him taken by wickeqd
hands and crucified and slain. (Acts 2 : 23).

They also nceded this encouragement in view of
what they were shortly to suffer for His Name'g
sake, when He would be no longer personally pre.
sent with them. Persecution and suffering evep
unto death were to be their appointed lot. As the
Lord told them, “the servant isenot greater than hig
Lord, if they have persecuted Me, they will alsg
persecute you” (John 1 %z 20). They were to drink
of His cup, and to be baptised with the baptism
wherewith He was baptised (Matt. 20:23),

The chapter starts with the delightful worgs,
“Let not your heart be troubled,” and ends with



THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD 39

the words, “Be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world” and in between these two expressions
we have the Lord's intimate discourse of tender
counsel and instruction to sustain them in their
future christian pathway and conflict.

The Lord speaks to them of His love and of all
that which is His:

“My love”

The love that was so soon to prove itself
stronger than death, and which will bring many
sons to glory (Heb. 2:10). He desired that they
should abide in His love, and love Him un-
reservedly in return. To continue in His love is
our responsibility. “Keep yourselves in the love of
God" (Jude 21), for the Lord can be left for other
affections, and love cannot brook any rival. Love
is all embracive. It is the one essential without
which all other things can become unprofitable
(1 Cor. 13:1-1%).

"My peaceu

I give unto you. Outward conditions were going
to be turmoil and distress, but they were not to
let their heart be troubled, neither to let it be
afraid. His whole discourse was to this end, that
whatever outward conditions prevailed, in Him
they might have peace. And the foundation of
this peace, as we know, was due to His making
peace through the blood of His cross (Col. 1:20).

My onll

That it might remain in them. Sorrow would
often fill their hearts, but it would be, “as sorrow-
ful yet always rejoicing.” A paradox of the
christian life. They were to rejoice inasmuch as
they were partakers of Christ’s sufferings, that
when His glory is revealed they may be glad with
exceeding joy (1 Peter 4:13).

“My words”

That they might abide in them. His words were
to be the joy and rejoicing of their hearts. The
Lord told them that if they loved Him they would
keep His words. “Me and My words.” Both are
needed. Love to Christ without His words can
drift into sentiment, and similarly, keeping His
words without love and devotion to the Lord can

become mere legality.
“My commandments”

That they might keep them, and thus be guided
aright and not left to their own feelings or opin-
ions. How many look askance at the word
wcommandment.”” It is in the warp and woof of
this personal discourse. The Lord"said that He had
kept His Father's commandments (v. 10). It is our

highest dignity to be under command, and in the
cternity to come His servants shall serve Him,
and see His Face (Rev. 22:3).

“My friends”

“Ye ar¢ My friends if ye do whatsoever 1 com-
mand you.” Friendship is conditional. Henceforth
He would not call them servants. Had they not
continued with Him from the beginning and kept
His words? And thus they were called to this
precious intimacy of friendship, and all things
that He had heard of His Father He had madc
known unto them (v. 15).

“My Name"

That they might draw near to God with con-
fidence and full assurance of faith. Thus teaching
us that prayer should normally be to God in the
Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. How great the
privilege. We have pricstly service in worship and
intercession (Heb. 13:14; 1 Peter 2:4; 1 Tim. 2:1-
3).

“My Name’s sake”

The worthy cause for which all suffering was to
be gladly endured. The apostles rejoiced that they
were accounted worthy to suffer for His Name's
sake (Acts 5:41). All such are blessed and told to
rejoice and be excceding glad for great will be
their reward in heaven (Matt. 5:41).

“My Father”

Who Himself loveth you (John 16:27). What
manner of love is this? (1 John 3:1). As one has
said, Can we be nearer or dearer than children?
And if God so love us we ought also to love one
another.

“My Father's house”

That they might live together with the Lord, to
be forever with Him, to behold His glory {John
17:24; 1 Thes. 4:13-18). Here we have no con-
tinuing city (Heb. 13:14). It is the consummation
of pilgrimage. “Rest of the saints above,” when
the. Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven (2 Thes.
1:7). Our light affliction which is but for a
moment, says the apostle who, sufftred*so much
(2 Cor. chs. 8 and 11), worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory (2 Cor. 4:
17; Rom. 8:18). And,.all this because of the ex-
ceceding riches of God's grace in His kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:7).

May we .indeed count our blessings, live in
them,dcliglit in them, and reach out unto others.
For the liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that
watcget_h shall be watercd also himself (Prov. 11.:
24-25).
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS

Three Good Men

The Scripture describes Joseph of Arimathea as
a “good man.” MHc shewed his love to the Lord
Jesus by not joining those who wished for His
death, and by being “bold” for Him when He had
hung on the Cross. So the Scripture speaks of
Barnabas, "'the son of consolation,” a name which
tells his kindly nature and penerous character. Of
course, it was the grace of God within them that
madc them what they were, for no onc is “good”
by nature, that is, with the “goodness” God
requires and which He gives to those who realise
they are sinners and need to have their sins for-
given and the rightecousness of God reckoned to
them. Such arc they who came to the Lord Jesus
as ncedy sinners, and [le will not turn them away.

Now I want us to turn to an earlier part of the
Bible, namely, 2 Samucl 18, where we read about—
A-hi-ma-az

First of all, let us call to mind how King David's
son, Absalom, rose up against his own father, and
drew many of Isracl after him. 1t was the plan
of one who had been David's friend, and had now
joined Absalom, to kill David. It sounds very
terrible in our ears, that a son and a friend should
so turn against the King, but we remember a
Greater than David, who was betrayed by one
who had been His “familiar friend.”

David and the people left the city Jerusalem in
the hands of Absalom and those with him, and it
scemed as though all was going against David.
But he was God's servant and God would bring him
back to the city, where he would once more join
his people in the worship of God. As we read on,
we are told of a battle in which David’s men
gained a great victory, and Absalom was slain.

Now who was to bring the news to David?
Then said A-hi-ma-az the son of Zadok, “Let me
now run, and bear the King tidings, how that the
LLORD hath avenged him of his encmies,” But
Joab. David’s General, refused to let him go,
“hecause the King's son is dead.” “Then Joab said
to Cushi, Go tell the King what thou hast seen.
And Cushi bowed himself unto Joab, and ran.”
Then Ahimaaz pleaded with Joab to let him run
also, and at length the General allowed him. He
took another route and over-ran Cushi and got to
David first. In the meantime, a watchman saw
the two men running, and told David that the
first looked like Ahimaz, because he could tell by
the way he ran. “And the King said, e is a good
man, and cometh with good tidings.” "Allis well,”

\

said this runner, and added, “Blessed be the LORD
thy God, Which hath delivered up the men thag
lifted up their hand against my lord the King. "
He could not tell the whole story, but Cushi came
and repeated what Ahimaaz had said. He did not
however, mention the death of Absalom until the
King asked him.

Perhaps you are wondering what lessons there
are for us in this piece of true history. First, there
is a great stress on “tidings,” a word used nine
times. “Tidings” is "news,” and “good tidings” ig
“‘gospel.”” The two young men were bearers of good
“‘good news.” And that is the meaning of the word
tidings, and “ran” to take the message of a great
victory. Now the Lord Jesus has won a great vic.
tory, and overcome sin and death by His own
death. To us who are saved the news of such 3
death is a great comfort, for the Saviour died in
the place of sinners. The news of victory wag
*‘good” to David, but not so the death of Absalom
who died because of his own sin. He was under g
curse, for “cursed is he that hangeth on a tree.”
(scc 2 Sam. 18:9, 10). But the Lord Jesus wag
“made a curse for us,” for He too, was nailed 1o
a tree (see Gal. 3:12).

How God’s saved people, then, should “run” (o
bring the “good tidings” of Salvation to people
far and near, but “good tidings” can be brought
only by “good men.”
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SONSHIP

PeErcY H. HEWARD

It is a wondrous thing to know that Christ has
died for us, that we have been saved, and are “in
Christ Jesus.” Beloved readers, is this your ex-
perience? Do not lightly say “yes.” Unless we
have seen ourselves as lost, we cannot rightly enter
into this experience.

But many who have passed from death unto
life do not enjoy their birthright, do not possess
their possessions. It may be some who read are in
such a condition, and God will use this message
to shew them more of the wonderful completeness
of His love, that they may exalt Him, and walk
worthy of their high calling.

In one sense, Christ is the Only Begotten Son,
for He is God. But in a way that is not fictitious,
though we cannot claim to know all about ‘“the
deep things of God’—in a way that is real and
certain, we have been linked with that precious
Saviour (if we have been drawn to Him for sal-
vation), and we have become children of God.
“The Spirit Itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God” (Rom. 8:16, see
also verses 17, 21) “Now we, brethren, as Isaac
was, are the children of promise (Gal. 4:28) “In
this the children of God are manifest” (1 John

:10). The same word—children—occurs in
John 1:12, Philippians 2:15, and 1 John 3:12,
though differently rendered, and it ever empha-
sizes our exceeding privilege—to be born again!

put—such is the greatness of God's love—He
uses another term, which denotes dignity, and has
a dispensational fulness. This word is “son”
(huios); surely the very name of the Lord Jesus
is called upon His redeemed, and we cannot be
too praiseful. Oh, how miserable the low life of
wandering from God, and of forgetting Him,
appears in view of all that He is, and all that He
has done. This title of dignity appears in many
scriptures (see list at the end*). In every passage our
high calling is su ested, and such words as, “the
sons of light” (Luke 16:8) make us ashamed of
not shewing it. Others lay stress on corresponding
rcsponsibility, as, “Blessed are the peacemakers for

they shall be called the sons of God": “That ye
may be the sons of your Father” (Matt, 5:9, 45);
“Ye shall be My sons and daughtcrs” (2 Cor. 6:18).
The last named particularly shews the difference
from the ordinary word, “children,” which is
neuter, and has no feminine. The word “son,”
being a masculine word, brings out the thought of
might and inheritance more definitely. The dis-
pensational aspect is illustrated by the words of
Galatians 3:26 with 4:6: “For ye are all the sons
of God by faith in Christ Jesus”; “And because ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying Abba, Father.” Note the
contrast in chapters 3:24 and 4:1. “Wherefore
the Law was our schoolmaster (child-leader) to
bring us to Christ”; “The heir, as long as he is a
child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he
be lord of all.” In both verses ‘“children” are
before us. but there is nothing of manifest dignity
or possassion. The old-time believers were dignified
in one szns2, and some, like Abraham, were much
blest in advance, through the exercise of spiritual
faith, but there was the appointed tutelage—they
were all their lifetime subject to servitude (Heb.
2:14), and many of the Psalms reveal this, by
Divine inspiration.

But we “have not received the spirit of servitude
again to fear” (sce 1 john 4:18), but “the Spirit
of Sonship, in Whom we cry, Abba, Father” (Rom.
8:15). How wondrous are our privilcges. now that
God has brought this, and life and immortality, to
light through the gosocl. May we “rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

The word “adoption” helps in this connection; it
denotes “placing as sons.” We have already re-
ceived the Spirit of this, br* = &t for it, as to the
body (Rom. 8:23). Il.uic is a twofuld aspect, as
with life, which is shewn to be both present and
future: “And every onc that hath forsaken . . .
for My Name's sake . . . shall inherit cternal
life”; “In hope of eternal life”; “He that hath the
Son hath life” (Matt. 19:29; Tit. 1:2; 1 John 5:12):
the future aspect referring to the body which is
now dead because of sin, and would, if we passed
away, go to corruption. But this shall not be for
ever. How bright is the assured prospect! We can
well understand why this term of dignity, and not
the one that rather refers to the new birth, is used
in relation to the glory of “that Day.” Probably,
in the words of Galatians 4:5 and Ephesians 1:3,
both the present and future are befcre us.

Let us then be grateful for what we have in
Christ, though never becoming unbalanced or dis-
proportionate in our study of the Word. We are
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servants because sons (Phil. 2:22); the apostle
delighted in both names. The Lord's love is not to
be used against Illis commandments, “We have
access with confidence,” yet we fall before the
Lord, and groan within ourselves. Everything
harmonizes. While we look for “that Blessed
Hope." and take the heavenly position, we would
realize the nced for a holy strangership in earthly
details, lest when the solemn “judgment seat of
Christ” is set, we find that we are to suffer loss,
albeit saved by that wondrous mercy wherein we
were chosen before the foundation of the world.

If, by grace, we seek to keep a right emphasis on
all truth, God will be glorified, and we, living in
enjoyment of our great blessings, shall make mani-
fest that we are not our own. Like Enoch, though
he had not all our privileges, we shall walk with
God, and. in the Holy Spirit, set our mind on
things above, “until the day dawn,” and ‘“the
shadows flee away.”

*Matt. 5:9, 44, 17:26; Luke 5:134, 6:35, 16:8,
20:16; Rom. 8:14, 19; 2 Cor. 6:18; Gal. 3:26,
4:6; 1 Thess. 45:4; Heb 2:10, 12:4-8,

INSPIRED WORDS INSPECTED
No. 62

“And He said, So is the kingdom of God, as
if 2 man should cast sced into the ground; and
should sleep, and rise night and day, and the
seed shoukr spring and grow up, he knoweth
not how. For the earth bringeth forth fruit of
herself; first the blade, then the ear, after I:ha't
the full corn in the car. But when the fruit is
brought forth, immediately he puﬂ'et'h in the
sickle, because the harvest is come.’

Mark 4:26-29.

AND (kai); conjunction.

HE SAID (clegen); verb, imperfect, from lego
(I say). Lit, “He was saying”; the tense has the
thought of continuance. . _

SO (houtosi; adverb meaning “thus,” and modi-
fying the verb “is.” o : 3

IS (estin); verb, from eimi (I am); the word “is”
scems in contrast with “whereunto shall we liken”

in v. z0.

Tl lé KINGDOM (he basileia); article and noun,
feminine, nominative case,

OF GOD (tou Theou); article and noun, mascu-
linc, genitive case, from Theos (God).

AS IF (hos); relative adverb, meaning ‘‘as.”

A MAN (anthropos); noun, masculine, nomi-
native case,

SHOULD CAST (balei); verb, subjunctive, aoris,
from ballo (I cast or throw). May be rendereq,
“shall have cast.”

SEED (ton sporon); article and noun, masculine,
accusative case; from sporos (seed); from speirg
(I sow); hence “seed” or “a sowing.” Note the yge
of the article, probably to stress its uniqueness,
the “seed” in this case being persons, as in the
parable of “the tares.”” “A Man” is therefore the
Son of Man, the Divine Sower (cf. Psalm 126;5‘2_

INTO (epi); preposition meaning “upon™.
followed in this instance by genitive case; hence
the general sense is of “rest upon, on, or in.”

THE GROUND (tes ges); noun, with article
feminine, genitive; from ge (earth, soil, ground’
land). This is the “ge” of geology, geography, and
other words.

AND (kai).

SHOULD SLEEP (katheudei); verb, present, syp.
junctive, from Kkatheudo, a compound of kat,
(down) and heudo (I sleep, lie down to sleep, rest
be still or hushed). Our word therefore woulg
mean being thoroughly, or fast asleep. It is the
same word as is used in v. 8.

AND (kai).

RISE (egeiretai); verb, present, subjunctive
middle voice (1 rise, rouse myself, rise up.
awaken). '

NIGHT (nukta); noun, accusative, from nux
(night); feminine.

AND (kai).

DAY (hemeran); noun, feminine, accusative
from hemera (day). ’

AND (kai).

THE SEED (ho sporos); article and noun, mas.
culine, nominative; see above.

SHOULD SPRING (blastai); verb, present, suyb.
junctive; from blastano (to sprout, germinate,
spring up).

AND (kai).

GROW UP (mekunetai); verb, present, subjunc.
tive, passive; from mekuno (to 1engthen’).; passive
(to be lengthened); therefore “to grow.” if useq
of plants. Translate, “should grow.” The word ig
only used here in N.T. .

HOW (hos); relative adverb (sce aboxe): it hag
the thought of “in what way or manner; hence ig
rendered “how.” ) )

NOT (ouk); negative particle, denying absolutely,
in simple form, ou, the “k” being added because
the net word begins with a vowel. o

KNOWETH (oiden); verb, tpresent. indicative;
from oida (to know); derived from obsolete verb,
eido (to see); hence the idea of mental perception,
that is, to know



THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE 43

HE (autos); personal pronoun. The verb contains
the pronoun in itself. The addition of autos
emphasizes the person. Of an ordinary person, it
may be said that “growth” is something “he does
not know,” though he observes the gradual in-
crease in length. The Master-Sower, though, knows
all.

FOR (not in text).

THE EARTH (he ge); article and noun, feminine,
nominative: see “ground” above.

BRINGETH FORTH FRUIT (karpophorei); verb,
present, from karpophoreo (to bear fruit); com-
pound of karpos (fruit) and phero (to bear).

OF ITSELF (automate); adjective, feminine, to
agree with “earth.”” It has the forms -os, -, -on.
Compound of autos (he, it, or self) and mao,
obsolete (to strive for); hence meaning “to exist or
act of oneself,” that is, “‘spontaneous.” This does
not imply that the earth yields wheat apart from
a previous sowing, but it does mean that even
then, man cannot cause growth. He still has to
depend on Him. Who said, “Let the earth bring
forth” (Gen. 1:11).

FIRST (proton); adjective, -0s, -€, -on; here the
neuter form is used as an adverb of time.

THE BLADE (chorton); no article here; the noun
is masculine; accusative, because the object of
“bringeth forth”; from chortos (grass, pasture,
herbage). The green shoots of wheat have the
appearance of grass; hence the rendering, “blade.”

THEN (eita); adverb of time or order.

THE EAR (stachun); noun, masculine, accusa-
tive; no article; from stachus (an ear of grain).

AFTER THAT (eita); see above.

THE FULL (pleres); adjective, but no article; the
same form is used with masculine or feminine

5.
nOEJInORN (sitos); noun; masculine, nominative, but
some MS., have “plere siton,” that is, accusative
case.

IN (en); preposition, always having the dative
case.

THE EAR (toi stachui); article and noun, dative;
from stachus, as above.

BUT (de); conjunction.

WHEN (hotan); adverb; “hote” (when) and “an”
combined, the latter particle denoting possibility
or even uncertainty; render, “whenever” or “when-
soever.”

THE FRUIT (ho karpos); article and noun,
masculine. nominative.

IS BROUGHT FORTH (paradoi); verb, aorist,
subjunctive, from paradidomi, compound of para
(beside, aside) and didomi (to give); hence, “to give
up or over 1o, to give near or with, to deliver u
or over to.” Thus is suggested the thought of fruit
being “yielded” to the Sower.

IMMEDIATELY (euthus); adjective, meaning
“straight,” but here used as an adverb, because the

reaper goes straight away to his work, without
wasting time.

HE PUTTETH IN (apostellei); verb, present,
from apostello (to send forth) Intcrestingly (and
significantly) it is used in Matthew 24:41. In
Revelation 14, another word is used for “send”
(pempo) verses 14 and 18.

THE SICKLE (ro drepanon); article and noun,
accusative, neuter. It is used several times in
Revelation 14.

BECAUSE (hoti); conjunction.

THE HARVEST (ho therismos); article and noun,
masculine, nominative,

IS COME (parestecken); verb, perfect, from
paristemi, compound of para (aside, beside, along-
side) and histemi (to stand, cause to stand). Hence,
“to cause to stand near or by, to stand near or by,
to be present; and thus, to have come.”

THE GODHEAD OF GOD
( Concluded)

PERCY W. HEWARD

Well may we, like Job, realize our nothingness,
and confess our sin (Job 42:1-6), if we attempt to
argue, and so we come to feel that all complaint at
our trials would be questioning God, and thus
attacking His wisdom. It is sin. Let us live in our
appointed spheres as worshippers and obedient
children, nor seek vainly to get out of our depths.
We are limited, God is unlimited. We can trust
Him implicitly. This is what the natural man will
not do. He thinks of God as such an one as himself,
and boldly criticizes. The redeemed heart is lowly,
and adores. How blessed to be in this condition.
Here is the only wisdom. God is: God knows all:
God upholds all: God will arrange all perfectly:
our imperfect judgment and inferences can only
bring confusion, and worse. Sin should make us
ashamed to argue, grace silences selfish wishes,
and Divine quickening leads to true wisdom, that
sees the folly of presumption.
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May 1, in this connection, mention a fundamental
fallacy?—"1 should not do this, therefore God
would not,” Such words are often heard as to
future punishment, but they would apply cqually
to past judgments, and to the very entry of sin
This brings us to the essential difference between
God and man, so that in certain attributes, as
knowledge and judgment, to imply a parallel with
oursclves is usurpation of His throne. It is only
in revealed and appointed spheres (c.g. kindliness)
that we have the appointed 1mitation (Matt. 5:45),
and in love to saints (Eph. 5:1). But in knowledge,
authority and righteous government, we cannot,
and are not meant to be those who imitate, It is
for us to realize God's place and reverently to keep
our own. He is over all: we arc, by nature, His
creation, and His subjects—by infinite grace, His
children,

In this unveiling of God's glory, all chance and
fatalism are set aside. As in nature there are varied
and different movements of the same heavenly
bodies, at the same time, but ordained and con-
trolled, that chaos does not reign, so God has
entwined the outworking of His L)urpose. and the
activitics of the will of man, within its permitted
sphere, and He deals with each, and all, in perfect
wisdom and rightness. No other solution is possible.
Philosophy must fall as far short in explaining as
science falls short in knowing, but the belicver has
the restfulness of God's own key, and therc the
truth stands impregnable. This is the only logical
position, but, beyond logic, we have faith in a
Person—"Shall not the judge of all the carth do
right?”

And here is the explanation of the activities
and power of prayer. Indeced it was a question
regarding this that was used of God to lead to
these meditations :—Do our prayers change God's
will, or do they only affect the one praging sub-
jcclivcl{; in his spiritual condition, The latter
would be a precious “only,” but neither question
fully deals with the mystery of prayer. Not only
are we in praying brought to a blessedly new
standpoint, where God shows and gives us what
would not have been ours in our earlier standpoint
before the praying, but He still hearkens to the
volce of a man, and answers prayer remarkably,
Yet He does not answer with surprise, re-arranging
His purpose, but from eternity He knew all, and
incorporated the prayers of His own in the work-
ing out of His purpose. Limited knowledge would
make this impossible: the question comes up
through a natural tendency to interpret everything
from our standpoint of our limitations. As in other
matters, the realization of the absolute Godhead

of God removes the difficulty. The problems are
caused by explaining God in terms of ourselves.
How then will this affect our praying? First, it wil}
increase our confidence. If we thought we could
change God’s will, we should be afraid to pray,
But our prayer acts as our moving in a room,
without our thought of the other complex move.
ments of the universe, in many of which we are
sharing. We are concerned with crossing the room
and responsible for that: so in prayer likewise wea
are responsible to pray according to the revealeg
will of God, and shall receive His answers as we
arc intensely in earnest. His many workings
secret to us, are safe in His authority, wisdom, lové
and might. They are never a hindrance to heart-
prayer and holy importunity, any more than othey
movements of the earth, and of the solar system
make us sit still, or careless as to our activity i
walking wherever it is God’'s will to go. To say
“1 will simply let the earth move me,” or to waiy
till we understand all, would be impossible mag.
ness for a normal living man: so in the matter of
prayer, for one alive in Christ Jesus.

And thus we reach the unveiling of God'g
sovereignty and human accountability. These are
entwined by One Who has absolutely perfect
attributes to comprehend and entwine them. From
the human standpoint we should mutilate one of
the other, and conceive of contradictions; and the
present tendency of the religious world is to ex-
clude God and make man central. But the Divine
and supernatural standpoint is vastly different, We
arc not to occupy ourselves with all the prior ang
unseen movements of God, whether we (to revert
to the appointed paraliels of nature) walk acrogg
a room, or bring the Gospel of Christ to a lost sqy)
To know how all mctions are co-ordinated is NOT
OUR RESPONSIBILITY. We cannot grasp all: the
human mind cannot cxplain all: nor are we meang
so to do. But we are privileged, and responsible
to worship and pray, and work, and speak, and ljye
to lead souls to Christ. Are we in carnest as wq
should be? We would be much more carnegy
Yet it is a joy to rest on One Whose boundlesg
mercy has reached us, and Who has included u;ﬁ
fruit of such mercy, manifested in our lovip
obedicnce, to bring othcers to the same knowledgq
of the same Saviour, We give thanks for clectip
grace: it never hinders our godly intensity : rathey
we are stimulated not to be discouraged for *pq,
shall not fail nor be discouraged” (lohn 6: x5
His sovereignty in command impels us: Hjg
sovereignty in promisc refreshes us: His soyep.
eignty in all satisfics us.
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The theory that prophecy of man’s actions, (as
of Judas or Antichrist), relieves such of account-
ability is a strange misunderstanding. Prediction
of what shall be has no necessary effect on its
occurence, for He Who declares knew it would
occur, in any case. Any questioning of this criti-
cizes His Godhead. And if His overruling of the
permitted actions of men is His controlling of the
results of the will which is theirs in His wisdom,
and he knows exactly what proportion of choice,
and relation of every pre-disposing cause and
attendant circumstance, there is in every action,
to deny His perfect declaration of their account-
ability is presumptious infringing of His Godhead.
And it is the more manifestly wrong so to do, for
the one who criticizes is confessedly quite ignorant
of the proportion of personal choice. Thus a little
reflection will bring us to see that the recognition
of God's unlimitedness in every attribute prevents
any conflict of different parts of His ways, and
causes a possibility of harmony which the believing
heart realizes is more than a possibility, even a
certainty. Then, with God's servant of old, moved
by the Holy Spirit, we shall say, “O the depth of
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past finding out! For who hath known
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been His
counsellor? or who hath first given to Him, and
it shall be recompensed to him again? For of Him,
and through Him, and to Him are all things: to
Him be glory for ever. Amen.” And then the
added exhortation fills our heart and lips, as those
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, “I
beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service” (Rom, 11:33-36; 12:1).

«| WILLRAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY’
(Concluded)

John 6
The Father Living

“Whoso eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood,
hath eternal life, and 1 will raise him up in the
last day.” Such words as these are, as the Lord
Himself described them, “spirit and life.” To
“carnalize” them is both sinful and foolish.
Such misuse of the holy words of Christ has had
most sad results, dividing the professing church,

ieving the spiritual, and leading directly to
persecution and martyrdom to this very day. How

then, are these words to be understood? To eat
the flesh of any creature necessitates taking its
life; and surely “this is one of the lessons taught
by means of this figurative language. “Forasmuch
then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the
same; THAT THROUGH DEATH He might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil.” And again, we read that, “He by the
grace of God should taste death for every man.”
Yet again, “Christ died for us;” and many such
Scriptures shew plainly that Christ came 1o die.
“The Bread that I will give,” He said, “is My flesh,
which I will give for the life of the world” (verse 51).
Hence, unless it is accepted as Divine Truth that
the Son of God must dic to make an atonement
for sins, one cannot begin to be in line with the
mind of God. Moreover, it is not enough to give
mental assent to the truth. There needs to be a
personal consciousness of the awfulness of sin,
and a spiritual appropriation of the death of Christ
on the part of one who realizes his sin is so great
that it nceded the death of a sinless Onc to put
away that which is a barrier between God and
His creatures.

Hence must be understood thus, the words,
“Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink His blood, ye have no life in you" (verse 53).
These are solemn words; they deny all hope of

.salvation to those who deny the need of expiation

by the blood of Christ

It has been remarked already that mental assent
is not enough. The words of the Lord are literally,
“The one eating My flesh, and drinking My blood,
in Me he abideth, and | in him. According as the
LIVING FATHER hath sent Me, and [, even 1, live
by the Father, also the onc eating Me, that one
also shall live through Me" (verses 56, 57). The
present participles suggest character and continu-
ance. Where true faith is, the cross will be ever in
the thoughts, and affect the whole life, from con-
version to the coming of the Lord. It is to those
thus characterized the Lord promises, “1 WILL
RAISE HIM UP IN THE LAST DAY.”

These Scriptures emphasize the Sovereignty of
the Fat'her's will, that all drawn to Christ by
aboundmgb grace shall have cverlasting life, be
sustained by Christ, the Living Bread, be preserved
for ever, and not be lost. These are they who shall
have part in the first resurrection and on whom
the second death shall have no power. -

Beloved fellow-believers, “what manner of per-

sons ought we to be in all holy conversation and
godliness?”
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“YE HAVE AN ANOINTING"”
Concluded

There is a typical teaching in the carlier part
of Scripture, concerning the work of the Holy
Spirit, The Meal Offering (Lev. 2) in its various
Kinds, was never presented without oil. Sometimes
it was “pourcd out,” sometimes “mingled.” In
another instance, it “anointed,” and in others, it
is simply “with” or "put” or “given.” This offering
symbolizes the holy personal character of the
Lord Jesus, so that it is casy to perceive the
rclation of the Holy Spirit to the blessed Son of
God thus sct forth in typc, Never was the Holy
Spirit away from Christ. Conceived by the Holy
Ghost, and anointed with Him, He was ever “in”
and “with” Him, and “given without measure”
to Him.

All that the Son of God said and did was by the
commandment of the Father, and in the power of
the Spirit, as His Own gracious words testify (for
example, Matt, 12:28). “And Jesus, being full of
the Holy Ghost . . . was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness.” There He overcame each temptation
by His usc of the words of Scripture, upon which
He lived. Hence, {csus returned in the power of
the Spirit into Galilee.” “And lle taught in their
synagogues, being glorified of all.” He knew the
power that was upon and in Him, and-that “the
sword of the Spirit is the Word of God.” Hence,
in the synagoguc at Nazareth, He declared, “The
Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He hath
anointed Me"” (Luke 4) and in so doing claimed
to be the One fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah 61.

It is singularly humbling to the believer to have
before him the example of Christ, living here as
a dependent Man, doing and saying nothing except
as His Father willed. Yet His Very Deity is seen
in the fact that Hec did what man could never do,
humble Himself to a depth man could never
rcach, in deigning to “become flesh,” so as to
live a lifc of perfect obedicnce and die a perfect
Substitute for “a great multitude which no man
can number.” Humbling it is to realise we needed
such a Saviour, and still more so that we follow
Him so falteringly, depending so much on our
own initiative and so little on the Holy Spirit.

The Book of the Acts is a continuation of the
record of “all that Jesus began both to do and
teach.” He had promised, “Verily, verily, I say
unto you, He that belicveth on Me, the works
that ] do shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do; because I go unto My Father.”
(John 14:12). As the gospel as recorded by Luke
shews the work of the Holy Spirit in the ministry
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of the Lord, so the continuing narrative by the
same writer’s hand shews the work of the Same
Spirit in the ministry of His chosen servants. That
Holy One has not been withdrawn. Still it is trye
“Ye have an Anointing.” '

But where is the practical realization of this
truth in the lives of the saints both individually
and corporately?
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NOTES ON MEMORIZED VERSES

ROMANS 6

17. “Ye were . . . but,” all of grace (thanks). “obeyed”
(cf. ch. 1: 5). 18. “Freed,” yet “bondservants.” 19, “Just
as,” “'so now.”" Energy for sinful pursuits to be expended
now on holy activities. Paul knew this by his own ex-
perience. 20. There can be a wrong "frecdom” as well
as a wrong “servitude.” 21. 22. Evil fruit ending in decath,
Good fruit tending to life eternal, Not to procure life,
but as evidence of its possession.’23. Wages to be earncd,
or a grace-gift apart from personal works and merit.
It is only “in Christ Jesus.”

ROMANS 7

1. Lifellong dominion of Law. What nced then of
deliverance! 2. Only death can bring release in the natural
sphere. 3. Another union apart from death is a breaking
of law. 4. The spiritual parallel, but it is the decath of
Christ that frees, through which the believer becomes
dead to the law, so that the union with Christ is according
to righteousness. 5. “In the flesh” (cf. Rom. 8:8, 9). Fruit-
bearing to the death (cf. 7: 21). §. “But now,” having
“died,” there is for saints a “newness of spirit.” 7. But
the Law, though its inworking makes a sinncr sin-
conscious is not itself sin, 8. But the evil nature of man is
awakened by the coming in of the Law. 9. Hence, one
who is “alive” (note stress on “life”) without a sense of
the Law's demands, will have the experience of a “revival”
of sin and of personal “deadness.” 10. 11. Obedience to
law entitles to life. Hence, non-obedience must lead to
death. 12. But there is no fault in God's Law. 13. The
“good” law itself docs not become dcath. But it makes
sin appear what it is actually. 14. Spiritual or carnal (sce
next chapter) “Having been sold under sin.” (cf. verse 18),
Sinless perfection here is a dream. 15. The inncr conflict
of a Saint. 16. This deep expericnce of Paul is not known
by all saints. He cut away the fruit and laid bare the
root—"sin that dwelleth in me.” 17. “But now no longer
L.” Compare Galatians 2: 20, “Yet not 1,” a similar con-
struction in Greek. 18. Paul does not disclaim rcsgoqsnbn[nty
for his actions, but knows and feels the flesh is in him,
though, as a saved one, he is “not in the flesh.” 19, How
important is the will of the saint. 20. Indwelling sin, the
principle. Or the root as distinct from, though producing
the fruit. 21. "I find,” because he searched for the cause.
“Present” is litcrally, “lying alongside.” 22. Notice the
use of the present tense. 23. 24. liow many of us have
discovered the working of thesec two “laws” in ourselves,
leading to that confession of failure and longing for that
liberty of the next chapter? We take things too casily.
25. I thank God.” Literally “grace be to God.” “My mind"
and “my flesh.” Note, not “sin,” but the law of sin.”

ROMANS 8

1. “Now"; not to be relegated to the future. 2, Two
“Laws.”” “‘spirit of life,” “sin and death.” 3. “The im-
possible thing of the Law” (lit.) Why? Because of flesh
weakness. But not so to Christ, Who fully obeyed. 4. The
righteousness of the Law a blessing to us, not because we
obeyed, but because Christ obeyed. 5. Two classes dif-
ferentiated by the bent of the mind. Are we “walking
according to the Spirit?” 6. “Death” the natural state.
“Life" the spiritual, but do we all cnjoy the “peace.”
7. 8. Enmity, insubjection, unpleasing, 9. Ye . . . in the
Spirit . . . the Spirit of God in you. A test whether we
are Christ's, 10. The body is dead (not physically of
course) but in the sense of Romans 6: 6, 7: 4. Notice,
it is not “the Spirit is living,” but “the Spirit is life, and
that “because of righteousness,” which is of God. 11. Our
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resurrection §s by the same hand as that of Christ, His
resurrection Is a pledge of ours, 12. Living “according to
flesh’” is not the debt we owe to our Lord, 13, "Ye are
about to die"—a phrase which may apply to believers
on a Jow level of Christian Experience. 14, Being sons of
God s proved by being led by His Spirit and mortifying
the ficsh by the Spirit. 15, 16, The same Spirit is the Spirit
of somhip; is also a witnessing Spirit within. The word
“children” is used here, as “sons” in verse 14, for children
address God as “Father.” 17, The relationship implies an
fnheritance, but only Christ’s “fellow-sufferers” are said
to be "joint heirs.” 18. A glory about to be unveiled, so
sure was Paul, 19. The creation is awaiting this glory.
20. ‘The creation, not willingly, subjected to vanity, a
result of the fall, The words, “in hope” (or “upon hope”)
may be intendcd to follow at the end of verse 19, inter-

vening words being in parenthesis. 21. The very Creation
(sce Ps, 72) will rejoice at the coming liberation—,
Jubilee indeed. 22. 23. A groaning, in which saints share
until their bodics are redeemed. 24. 25. “For by the hOpe'
we were saved” (lit.) Christ is our Hope. There is the ho

of salvation (1. Thess. 5: 8). But because our hope is not
seen, we neither despair nor grow slack, but wait with
patience. 26. The Spirit “taketh hold, together with, Over
against” (lit) our strengthlessness. 27. Surely, it ig the
Spirit of God Who is here spoken of, because of g
interceding for saints, 28. “We know.” Was this some.
thing peculiar to Paul? Surely, every saint, called by God
and loving Him, can say “Amen" to these words. 29, “w¢
know” what is past. God “forcknows.” His predestination
is that His chosen shall be fitted for eternal fellowsh;

with His Son. s
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“What man is He that feareth the
the LORD? him shall HE teach in the
way that HE shall choose.”

\ Psalm 25:12.

1 am a debtor, for | owe

To preach a Saviour strong and fair:
For do I not that Saviour know,

And must I not His Name declare?
Yea, to the cultured and the rough

The Gospel must a message be.
Redeeming grace is strong enough

To set e’en long-bound pris’'ners free
To men of mental might and such

As scarcely can a thought retain
I am a debtor. May God touch

And loose, through me, from sin's domain.
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“I will perform These words of the LORD
that good thing were spoken to Jeremiah con-
which | have cerning the house of Isracl at a
promised.” time when Jerusalem was deso-
Jer. 33:14. late, and the aspect of all things
utterly dreary. The apostasy of
the elect nation was reaching—-or had reached—a
climax. The prophet himself was “shut up.” Some-
thing similar characterises these present days.
Truth as to future judgment is not believed, and
in some instances God's servants are ‘“‘shut up,”
figuratively, and in places literally. '
Yet, as in Jeremiah’s day, “the Word of God is
not bound.” It will yet run and be glorified.
At a time when all the outlook seemed bleak, God
chose to tell Jeremiah “hidden things which thou
knowest not” (v. 3 margin). “l will bring it
crusalem) health and cure,” " His word was ful-
illed seventy years later and will be fully fulfilled
when the Messiah returns—the Lord our Righte-
ousness, The God Who made and kept, and will
keep, His promise “is our God for cver and ever.”
Docs any reader feel “desolate,” is the prospect
“dreary”’? e Who will make the desert blossom
as the rose can deal with the “light affliction” of
His own, and bring health and cure and ‘“reveal
unto them the abundance of peace and truth,”
and “procure” for them “goodness” and “‘pros-
perity” (vv. 6, 9). Let us trust Him. “He is faithful
that promised.”

Poem to Help Christian Experience—No. 268, -

O bless the Lord, my soul;
Let all within
Bless Him Who makes thee whole,
Forgives thy sin;
Bless Him Whose grace hath cancelled all thy debt;
And all His countless blessings ne'er forget,

*Twas Thee, O Saviour mine,
Who died for me,
To make me wholly Thine

A}ﬁlcw}::;lty a load was Thine that Thou didst bear

At Golgotha, when Thou didst suffer there.

What shall I'render then
To Thee, my Lord,
FFor that which voice or pen
Can ne'er record 2.
I would the cup of full salvation take,
Call on Thy Name, and sufter for Thy sake.

And when Thou shalt again
Come in Thy might,
I'o take Thy pow'r and reign,
To my delight
Thou wilt unveil to me Thy holy face,
And I shall praise the glory of Thy grace,

“WHICH IS DESERT”
Acts 8:26
PERCY W. HEWARD

The will of God is not always, by any means, on
the line of human success, nor always in accorqd
with human anticipations, reasons and reasonab)e.
ness. Heart-love is tested by real giving up. To
give up the ties of land and kindred was Goq’s
appointed means and blessing for Abraham : and
the after-test was of the same searching character.
his beloved son was not to be first, but God! The
first Adam failed through love to his bride; the
last Adam loved and loves perfectly. Misdirecteq
selfish love is full of harm. It is so natural to pe
swayed by temperament, feelings, wishes, syr.
roundings, instead of seeking to be open-hearteq
to the Lord. But when natural inclination aimg at
a throne in the heart, there is utter confusion.

Even delight in activity for the Lord may be.
come tumc§ aside, and thus we may misuse that
which is precious. Satan is subtle. "If he Canneg
draw us to love evident sins, he will seek to make
us love obedience itself, with a wrong love and
from a wrong standpoint, and to work hard for
the Lord with selfish pride and fleshly energy. The
remedy is not idleness: to escape from one sin },
another is not victory. Has not our God all power
to enable and effect a twofold deliverance? Let us
be concerned that work for the Lord may be the
work of the Lord for us (1 Cor. 15:58), and thar
it may be in the Lord. Thus will He be glorifieq

How surprising was God’'s arrangement for
Philip! Unquestionably he had been much y
of God in Samaria. Nor is there any trace of dis-
appointment, or irritation, at theway in which
God had chosen others for another part of His
one work there. Jealousy is hateful in Christian
service. Yet suddenly Philip is sent south towarg
Gaza, and the words are added, ““which is deser »
Whether this was mentioned to him then, or is
added by the Holy Spirit in the record, we do not
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know. Both thoughts would intensify the message
of God to our hearts—Do not let us become occu-
pied with our idea of an “open door.” Are we
willing to go aside at God's call, and apparently to
lose for Him an opportunity? Doubtless, there are
dangers of every kind. Some will argue from this
record a defence of their changeableness; and be-
cause the will of the Lord has sometimes arranged
that which is unusual, others may infer that their
unusual caprice must be the will of the Lord. This
is a real and grievous peril, but the fact that many
mistake God's guidance is no argument against that
guidance. Rather is it a call to more quietness
before Him, and more whole-hearted devotedness,
for only as we walk with God can we expect to
know His will.

“Which is desert.” How painful to the flesh.
And the time would seem to be thrown away.
“To what purpose is this waste?” is often the
question of some. But God's ways are perfect.
Moses became great in Egypt when forty years
old (Heb. 11:24 lit.) and, as one learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, seemed such a suitable
lcader there and then ““He supposed his brethren
would have understood.” One would have antici-
pated their delight in such a unique deliverer, one
from the palace, and in the prime of life. But he
was led to the backside of the desert (Ex. 3:1), and
there he learned not to “suppose,” but to be *“‘sent.”
The forty years there was not lost. In the light
of Psalm go:10 and Deuteronomy 34:7, they
scem more than added on! And the words ring
out in Acts 8: “which is desert.”” Are you, and I,
willing to have our plans altered, or rather, to
rejoice in God's plan? No reason was given, the
after-blessing was not prophesied, as far as we are
told. The will of God was enough. We recollect
the shutting of door after door in Acts 16:6-8—
“Forbidden of the Holy thst," “The Spirit suf-
fered them not.” Contrastedly, Jonah found a
ship starting for Tarshish (the very place was in
his mind) when going his own way (Jonah 1:3).
“Which is desert”: O how wonderful is God's
purpose, for one soul is precious to Him (Luke
15:7-10). Nor would we forget how many may be
saved through one. .

Moreover, God seems to have intended an en-
couragement to Philip after Sim.on'.s awful con-
dition had been revealed: an Ethiopian would fill
the gap: “one” instead of “one.”” The apostles
had appointed some to serve tables; the Lord took
the first who was faithful in such “detail-labour,”
and privileged him, after witness in Jerusalem, to
be a blessing (largely through prayer and suffer-
ing) to one Hebrew of the Hebrews, who became

apostle of the Gentiles. And He took the sccond,
who was likewise faithful, and rivileged him,
after witness in Samaria, to be a lessing to one
Ethiopian! Could anything be more remarkable?
The very districts of Acts 1:8 scem definitely
before us. In themselves, Paul and the Ethiopian
were entire contrasts, as Philippians 3: 5 will shew.
Manifestly, the man who asks, “How can | (under-
stand) except some man should guide me"” (Acts
8:31) is quite different from the learned scholar:
but the Lord Who blessed Nicodemus and the
woman of Samaria, as preciously recorded in ad-
joining chapters, saved both these men. And both
had “treasures” of earth naturally; we know what
things were gain to “Saul of Tarsus” and call to
mind the words of Acts 8:27.

We have noticed that the Lord did not tell
Philip, so far as we can see, anything of the
blessing, or of the witness “unto ‘the uttermost
parts of the earth.” Let us apply the principle per-
sonally; it is so easy to see it for old-time saints.
The lord does not wish His people now to act
simply because of a promise, but in dependent
love. Philip was made to be willing for God's
further encouragement as he obeyed (note Heb.
11:8). Observe the dcfiniteness: “And he arose
and went” (Acts 8:27). At once we have the Lord's
“Behold”—"And, behold a man of Ethiopia.” The
Lord did not carry him away as on the return (v.
39); he must be ready for the strain and for the
test of the journey—a test of continuance _first,
Nor is there any syllable implying he was unwilling.
Thanks be to God! Oh to be like-minded! Oh
that you and I may be glad for the Lord’s own
methods, and be cheerful when our arrangements
are broken. Love delights to follow Him. The Lord
emphasises the word “follow.” Lect us be con-
cerned, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to illustrate
its meaning every day.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS
FILLED HOUSES

Somctimes, when a person has a large number of
visitors, he wll say, “We have a house-full.” More
than once we read in the Bible of houses being
flilled, but not always with persons. Indeed, the
hirst place wherein we reach of such is in Exodus
10:6, and that is—

A HOUSE FFULL OF LOCUSTS

Before the king of Egypt would let the children
of Isracl go free, he had to learn some hard
lessons, for his heart was very hard. He had
already known what it was for his house, and the
homes of his people, to be filled with frogs, but he
did not repent, so he had onc plague after an-

other. One of these was swarms of locusts (Ex-

10:6), filling their houses, and eating up cvery-
thing in the ficlds, or the orchards, till there “re-
mained not any green thing." How desolate and
bare was the outlook everywhere, and yet the king
did not repent. Repentance means a new mind, a
mind that thinks rightly and feels sadly, about sin.
The fruit of repentance is telling out one’s sin to
God and asking for forgiveness, in the Name of
the Lord Jesus.
HOUSES FULL OF SPOIL

In Proverbs 1, we read of those who were
greedy, and coveted that which helonged to others.
They not only wished to take away the lives of
others for the sake of gain, but they enticed
people to join them in their evil ways, with the
promise, “We shall fill our houses with spoil.”
‘Come with us,” they say, and there are those
who will try to draw you, dear reader, into their
sinful ways. But listen to the voice of God in this
same chapter—"My son, if sinners entice thee,
consent thou not,” for riches gained wrongfully
will bring sorrow here, and judgment herecafter.

HOUSES FULL OF GOOD THINGS

God's purpose in bringing Israel out of Egypt
was first, that they might serve Him, and secondly,
that He might bring them into a good land. If
we read carcfully Deutcronomy 6, we shall sce
that the people owed cverything to God. Notice
the word “not” in verse 6. All was His gift in
love to His people. Are we not reminded of the
words, “By grace are ye saved, through faith, and
that NOT of yourselves; it is the gift of God:
NOT of works (Eph. 2.. How refreshing to turn
from those who wanted to fill their houses by
means of their own evil works, and to think upon
God Who saves those who work not for salvation,
but believe on Him Who justifies the ungodly

(Rom. 4)!
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HOUSES FULL OF PEOPLE

In Judges 16 and 2 Kings 1 we read of a larpe
company of people gathered in a great house, byt
it was in order that they might be punished }
death. In both cases they were enemies of God
The Philistines were a great trial to Israel, and
Samson was raised up to deliver his people from
the hand of this Gentile nation. But, sad to say
the children of Isracl made themselves God's
enemies by worshipping idols, and Jehu was raigeq
up by God to punish the worshippers of Baal. Yq,
and I may not be amongst those who bow dowp,
to images, but we are no better if God is not first
in our thoughts and words and actions. How man
can say : “Whom have I in heaven but Thee? Apg
there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee'
(Ps. 73)? |

“THAT MY HOUSE MAY BE FILLED"”

It is with relief and joy we turn from thege
records of the punishment of sinners, to think of
God’s house. In Luke 14, the Lord Jesus spoke a
parable concerning One Whom He called, “The
Master of the house,” and Who invited somge
people to a feast. But these were so taken
with their own affairs that they would not come
The Master then sent His Servant to gather ip ali
kinds, “poor, maimed, halt, blind.” Then came the
Servant, and said: “LORD, it is done as They
hast commanded, and yet there is room (a place)
And the LORD said unto the Servant, Go out intg
the highways and hedges, and compel to Come
in, that My house may be filled.” The word “them
is in italics, and so may be left out, and as the
word “room” means “a place,”we learn that there
was one place unfilled. And the LORD's will w,q
that every place in His house must be OCCupieq
How very gracious was the Lord Jesus in speaking
to “one” (see John 3 and 4). Has He spoken bg
His Spirit to each reader? It will be noticed that
the writer has spelt the word “Servant” with a
capital. That is because many can see in His work
the action of the Holy Spirit. The writer Can
testify of Christ Jesus to his readers, but only the
Holy Spirit can “compel” to come to the Lorg
Jesus. Can you say that the Lord Jesus has g0ne
“'to prepare a place for you”?

o ——
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TIME PAST PRESENT AND FUTURE IN THE

FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER

TIME PAST

“Which in time past were not a people .
which had not obtained mercy.”

“Ye were as sheep going astray.”

“For the time past of our life may suffice us to
have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine,
revellings, banquetings, and abominable idola-

ries.”
to“As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves
according to the form)er lusts in your ignorance.”

110, 25, 4:7%°1:14).
(2 5 4:3 4“NOW"

“But are now the people of God . . . now have

tained mercy.”

Ob"But are no)v,v returned unto the Shepherd and
Bishop of our souls.” . .

“Now, for a season, if need be, ye are in heavi-
ness through manifold temptations.”

“Jesus Christ, Whom having not seen, ye love;
in Whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believ-
ing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory.” . .

“They did minister the things which are now
reported unto you by them that have preached the
gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven.” I

“And if ye call on the Father Who without

respect of persons judgeth according to every
man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here
in fear.”
" “fHe that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased
from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of
his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to
the will of God.” _

“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth
now save us (not the putting away of the filth of
the flesh, but the answer (request) of a good con-
science toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus
Chrll‘s;r the time is come that judgment must begin
at the house of God.”

(2:10, 25 1:6,7, 8,12, 17; 4:1, 25 3:21; 4:17.)

LAST TIME AND TIMES

“Who are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time."”

“Redeemed . . . with the precious blood of
Christ . . . Who verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but wasmanifest in these
last times for you, who by Him do believe in
God.”

(1:5;1:18-21.)

OTHER REFERENCES TO TIME

“Searching what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify,
when It testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow.”

“For after this manner in the old time the holy
women also, who trusted in God, adorned them-
selves, being in subjection to their own husbands.”

“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.”

“Be ready always to give an answer to every
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that 1s
in you, with meekness and fear.”

(1:11; 3:6; 6:6; 3:15.) ‘

The foregoing extracts from the first epistle of
Peter may help in the preparation of a lesson
thereupon. But a few comments may help.

Those to whom the apostle (1 Pet. 1371)
wrote were “strangers of the dispersion,” that is,
to Jews who had been brought to know Christ,
They are described as “elect according to the fore-
knowledge of God,” and, as Israclites by birth,
would know the meaning of the “blood of sprink-
ling,” and that of redemption by the precious blood
of Christ. They were not “sinners of the Gentiles,”
yet in time past they had “wrought the will of
the Gentiles,” and were, by nature, even as they.

The apostle takes their mind back to Hosea,
chapter 1, particularly verse 10, which actually
prophesies the restoration of Israel at the end of
this age. Yet, just as Paul quotes the same passage
when, in Romans g:2¢, he applies it to Gentiles as
well as to Jews, so does Peter. Thus is illustrated
the two-fold-ness of some prophetic utterances.
The church, composed of saved ones out from
Israel and all the nations, has cntered beforchand
into the blessings of the New Covenant, which
God “will make with the house of Isracl and the
house of Judah” (Jer. 31).

What the Jewish belicvers “were,” “in time
past” has been changed by the sovereign grace of
God. The “now,” three times repeated, is an assur-
ance of the reality of that change. Yet it is to be
shewn practically. The “time past” of sin, and
the “former lusts in their ignorance,” are to be
renounced. There is to be a clean break with the
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“old man.” They are called to be holy, and to
follow “the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls.”
The means used to bring them to the knowledge
of God, His salvation, and tlis will, was the precach-
ing of the Gospel, based on the prophetic Word,
just as Peter did on the Day of Pentecost (ch. 1:
10-12),

The “now” of the believer's life is “a time of
your sojourning,” reminding him or her that
Christians are “strangers and pilgrims” (ch. 2:11).
It is a period of walking by faith, for the Saviour
Whom they love, and in Whom they rejoice is as
yct unseen. Morcover, it will be marked, to a lesser
or greater degree, by suffering, but that is only
“just now,” “for a little while” (ch. 1:6; §:10)
and there is “a nceds-be,”” namely, the trial of
faith, '

This “little while,” however, will terminate in
the “revelation of Jesus Christ,” and the “salvation
about to be revealed in the last time.” Suffering is
to be replaced by glory to be revealed, Thus, again
and again, those who suffer for Christ's sake are
cncouraged by the promise that “The Chief She
herd shall appear’ *(ch. 5:4). So then, “Sanctity
Christ as Lord in your hcarts; and be ready always
to give an answer to cvery man that asketh you a
rcason of the hope that 1s in you with meekness
and fear.” And, “gird up the loins of your mind,
be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.”

INSPIRED WORDS INSPECTED

No. 63

“So that servant came, and shewed his lord
these things. Then the master of the house
being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly
into the strects and lanes of the city, and bring
in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the
halt, and the blind. And the servant said,
Lord, it is done as thou has commanded, and
yet there is room. And the Lord said unto the
servant, Go out into the highways and hedges,
and compel them to come in, that my house
may be illed.”

Luke 14:21-23.

This is part of a parable, yet the words, Master,
Lord, and Servant, could be spelt with the initial
Jetter of cach in capitals. Do we not see the grace
of the Father—and the power of the Holy Spirit in
the calling of sinners to partake of Gospel bless-
ing? :
%O (kai); lit. “and," a conjunction.

THAT SERVANT (ho doulos); article and noun
masculine, “the servant.” Lit, “bondservant,” byt
to God only, not of man.

CAME (paraginomenos); participle, masculine,
from “paraginomai” (I become alongside or near);
render, ‘‘coming near.”

AND (not in text).

SHEWED (apeggeilen); verb, aorist, from “apag.
gello,” a compound of “apo” (from, away from,)
and “aggello” (I announce, tell, bring tidings or
a message). The “apo,” as prefix, denotes that
which is full or complete.

HIS (autou); personal pronoun, masculine, genj.
tive, from *“autos” (he).

LORD (toi kurioi); article and noun, masculine
dative, from “kurios” (lord). Render, “To his lord
lit., “to the lord of him.” ’

THESE THINGS (tauta); demonstrative pronoun
neuter, plural, from “houtos, haute, touto” (this):

THEN (tote); adverb, modifying “said.”

THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE (ho oikodespOtes).
article and noun, masculine. The word is a com.
pound of “oikos” (house) and “despotes” (master
as opposed to servant, LORD, as denoting supreme
authority; used of God. (Luke 2:29; Acts 4:24
etc.). ’

BEING ANGRY (orgistheis); verb, participle, mas-
culine, aorist, passive, from “orgizo” (to make
angry or provoke). Passive, to become angry; may
here be rendcered, “having become angry.”

SAID (eipen); verb, aorist, as from an obsolete
word “epo” or “eipo.”

TO THE SERVANT (toi douloi); article anpg
noun, dative, from *doulos.”

HIS (autou); see above.

GO OUT “exelthe); verb, aorist, imperative, from,
“ek” (out) and erchomai (to come).

QUICKLY (tacheos); adverb, modifying the vey},
above; from ‘“tachus’ '(quick, swift); hence
“quickly, speedily.” )

INTO (eis); preposition always followed by accy.
sative case.

THE STREETS (tas plateias); adjective used jq
noun, and article, feminine, plural, accusative
from “platus, plateia, platu” (wide, broad); hence.
“the broadways.” ’

AND (kai).

LANES (rhumas); noun, feminine, plural, accug,.
tive: from “rhume” (lane or alley) of a city as
distinct from broadways. ‘

OF THE CITY (tes poleos); noun, with article
feminine, genitive, from “polis” (city). ’

AND (kat).
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BRING IN (eisagage); verb, aorist, imperative,
from “eisago,” compound of ‘‘eis” (into) and
“ago” (to lead, conduct, bring); hence, *“to lead or
bring in or into.” This word is the last but one in
the sentence.

HITHER (hode); adverb, used here as of place.
This word is last in the sentence.

THE (tous); article, masculine, plural, accusa-
tive. Notice, one occurrence of the article for all
the four following words, suggesting that each one
brought in was in a fourfold condition of need.
This, of course, is true in a spiritual sense.

POOR (ptochous); adjective, masculine form,
used as noun, from “ptochos, -e, -on” (poor or
beggarly); derived from verb “ptosso” (to cower,
crouch); thus suggesting great need and humility.

AND (Kai). '

MAIMED (anapeirous); adjective, masculine form,
used as noun, accusative, plural, from “anapeiros”
{sometimes written “anaperos”) meaning *“maimed,
deprived of some member of the body or the use
of it.” Hence, there is the idea of imperfection
or coming short; sug%estive in regard to the inter-
pretation of the parable.

AND (kai).

HALT (cholous); adjective, masculine form, used
as noun, plural, accusative; meaning “lame,
crippled in the feet, or even the loss of a foot.”
Hence, suggesting helplessness and dependence.
From ‘“cholos, -e, -on.”

AND (kai).

BLIND (tuphlous); adjective, masculine form,
used as noun, accusative, plural; from ‘‘tuphlos,
-e, -on.” Used of moral blindness also (see John
9:39-41, etc.). The fact that all these words are
joined by “and,” taken in conjunction with the
single occurrence of the article preceding, em-
phasises the thought of a fourfold condition of

needy sinners. The words occur in verse 14, where

there is neither article nor conjunction.

AND THE SERVANT SAID (see above for all
these words). .

LORD (kurie); noun, vocative case, from
“kurios” (Lord). This word represents *‘Jehovah”
in quotations from the Old Testament.

IT IS DONE (gegonen), verb, perfect tense, from
“ginomai” (to become); can be rendered, “hath
become.”

AS (ho); relative pronoun, nominative, neuter
gender, from “hos, he, ho” (which, who, ‘what);
here it means ‘‘what” or “that which”

THOU HAST COMMANDED (epetexas); verb,
aorist, from “epitasso,” a compound of “epi” (upon)
and “tasso” (to order, set in order, arrange, ap-
point). Lit.,*To arrange upon,” from which is de-
rived the thought of an injunction, enjoining
upon, and so commanding. Translate, “Thou didst
command.”

AND (kai).

YET (eti); adverb, meaning “'yet” or “still.”

'I)'HERE IS (estin); verb, | resent, from “eimi” (I
am).

ROOM (topos); ncun, masculine, nominative,
meaning a ‘‘spot, place, or room.” It does not
signify unlimited spacec or room for a large num-
ber, but rather one place occupied or to be

- occupied. We may render the word, “a place.”

AND THE LORD SAID (kai eipen ho kurios); see
above for these words.

UNTO (pros); preposition, meaning *‘toward.”
This may be followed by all the oblique cases.
Here the accusative case follows.

THE SERVANT (sce above).
GO OUT (exelthe); see above.
INTO (eis); see above.

THE HIGHWAYS (tas hodous); article and noun,
feminine, plural, from “hodos” (a way, highway,
road, street). This is one of the few feminine
words ending in -os.

AND (kai).

HEDGES (phragmous); noun, masculine, accusa-
tive, plural, from phragmos (a fence or hedge, as
enclosing anything); (see Matt. 21:33; Mark 12:1;
and lsa. §:2, 5. The word here may signify the
narrow hedged ways in the vineyards. In any case,
it is a contrast with “highways.” In all localities
the Servant made his search.

AND (kai.)

COMPEL (anagkason); verb, imperative, aorist,
from “anagkazo” (to compel or constrain).

THEM (not in text); hence, we may infer there
was a last place, which must be occupied by the
one remaining as yet outside. 'Tis the Holy Spirit
only by Whom the sinner is “swectly forced in.”
He alone can “compel.”

TO COME IN (eiselthein); verb, infinitive, aorist,
from “eiserchomai” (to come into, or enter).

THAT (hina); conjunction, meaning “that, in
order that.”

MY (mgu); personal pronoun, genitive, from
“ego” (1) lit., “of me.”

HOUSE (ho oikos); article and noun, masculine,
This is the last_word in the sentence..



68 THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD

MAY BE FILLED (gemisthei); verb, aorist, sub-
junctive, passive; from “gemizo” (to fill).

Some readers may find these particular columns
uninteresting, but cven if there is no acquaintance
with the Greek of the New Testament, some
thoughts cxpressed above may be found profitable.

ENLARGEMENT AND DELIVERANCE
Esther 4: 14

These two words are in themselves interesting.
The first, both as to the Hebrew original and the
word that translates it, occurs only here in the
whole Bible. The marginal alternative is “respira-
tion,” and is appropriate, for it is derived from one
meaning “to breathe.” One can a little appreciate
why it is rendered “enlargement,” when it is re-
membered that the Jews were at this time under
great pressure. From this they were subsequently
rclicved, having been given, as we say, “‘breathing
spacc” or “room to breathe.’ So will it be at
the time of Israel's final deliverance, “when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord” (Acts 3:19).

The second word, “deliverance,” too, is appro-
priate, for it denotes “rescue, a snatching away"’;
which exactly describes the “salvation™ of the
jews from the dirc peril to which they were
exposcd. , ,

The Book of Esther brings the Jews prominently
before its rcaders. **Mordecai the Jew™ is men-
tioned cight times, and “the Jews” forty-three
times. Only two other books of Scripture exceed
in mention of “the Jews™; these arc the Gospel of
John and the Acts of the Apostles. Despite the con-
trasts between “Esther” and “John,” there is, be-
side the parallel prominence of *“the Jews” a
certain other similarity. Almost central in the
former is “a gallows,” whercon a man is “lifted
up” and hanged. In the latter are recorded the
words, ‘“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up; that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life,” spoken by the Lord.
“Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted
up the Son of Man, then shall ye know that I am
He.” “And I, if 1 be lifted up from the carth, will
draw all men unto Me. This He said, signifying
what death He should die.” But, as so often was
the case, these words were not understood, for
“the people answered Him, We have heard out of

the Law that Christ abideth for ever: and how
sayest Thou, The Son of Man must be lifted up?
Who is this Son of Man?” (John 3:15; 8:28; 12:
32-34). The Lord Jesus thus, being hanged on a
tree, bore a curse on behalf of sinners (Gal. 3:13).
In the “Esther” narrative, it is recorded that “the
king’s wrath was pacified,” when Haman was
hanged on the gallows he had crected for the
execution of Mordecai (Est. 7:10). And when the
believer looks at the Cross of Christ, he sees there
One who took his place beneath the wrath of a
greater than the Gentile King, even that of the
LORD God.

The great contrast between “Esther”” and *John,”
however, is that in the former there is no men-
tion of the Divine Name, whereas, in the latter,
there is a wealth of teaching concerning the Tri-.
une God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
But who can read through the book of Esther,
without perceiving that a controlling Hand was
working on behalf of the people *beloved for
the fathers’ sakes”? '

The Jews at this time were not all in their land,
but were scattered through the one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces of the Persian Empire, ex-
tending from India to Ethiopia. The statement of
Haman that “their laws are diverse from alj
people” was true, for they had the Law of God,
and retained their racial distinctness. And is not
this true of Israel today? That is why the Book
of sther has a contemporary interest. Haman,
however, went too far when he added, “Neither
keep they the king's laws” (Est. 3:8), for, if we
may judge from the character of Mordecai and
Esther, the Jews were “rendering to Caesar the
things that were Caesar's” There is no reason to
assume they were anything but law-abiding, ag
they have been in their dispersion, even though
maligned and ill-treated. Had not God told them
how to behave in the city of their captivity? “Anq
seek the peace of the city, whither | have causeq
you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the
LORD for it” (Jer. 29:7). Haman, however, secureq
from the King a legal enactment for their exter-
mination. “The Law of the Medes and Persiang
altercth not” The decree stood, and even the
King could not expunge it from the statute book_
We may see here a faint picture of the inexora-
bility of the Law of the King of Kings, which
condemns every member of the human race. Hence
we read of “the law of sin and death” from which
a sinner can only be freed by the coming in of
another law—that of “the spirit of life in Chrigt
Jesus.” Herein is the wondrous wisdom and grace
of God, whereby He is at once just (righteous) ana
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yet the One Who pronounces righteous him that
believes in Jesus. This coming in ef another law is
faintly pictured also through the king enacting
another decree by the hand of Mordecai, which,
when put into operation, annulled the power of
the first law without that being rescinded. '

The deliverance of the Jews was, however, pre-
ceded by their deep distress. “And in every pro-
vince, whithersocver the king's commandment and
his decree came ,there was great mourning among
the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing;
and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.” Mordecai
likewise was one with his people (Est. 4:1-3), who
were brought into this plight through his action;
that of refusing, as one of the nation of Israel,
obeisance to the representative of an hereditary
enemy. Haman was an Agagite, and therefore of
Amalek, not only “the Jews' enemy, but opposed
to God. The people were suffering with, and for
him, though he desired it not. Again we see a dim
foreshadowing of the oneness of Christ with His
people. “If they have persecuted Me, they will
also persecute you” (John 15:20); but “if we suffer
with Him, we shall also reign with Him.”

The only hope—and it seemed a desperate hope
—for the Jews, lay in the intercession of Esther
with the King. She realised the danger, from which
her rank could not render her immune. Mordecai
was firm and faithful. “Think not with thyself that
thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than
all the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy
peace at this time, then shall there enlargement
and deliverance arise to the Jews from another
place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be
destroyed; and who knoweth whether thou art
come to the kingdom for such a time as this”?
(Est. 4:13-14). We seem to hear an echo of these
words in those of the Lord Jesus, ‘“He that loveth
his life shall lose it” (John 12).

What is so striking in this charge of Mordecai is
his superb faith. “There SHALL arise enlargement
and deliverance”; yet he seems to have been per-
suaded that it would come through Esther. Hence,
use of means must be added to faith. But faith
was then evident in Esther, though she would not
act presumptuously. She and her companions
humbled themselves by three days’ fasting. We are
not told of prayer, but, as one of Israel, she surely
was not a stranger thereto. Her faith was marked
by firm resolution. And what is that “faith” worth
which is weak and vacillating? Abraham was not
“weak,” but “strong” in faith. Like Daniel, she
sought the fellowship of others in preparation for
her venture into the king’s presence. From the
natural standpoint there is always an element of

risk in the exercise of faith. Hence the natural
mind regards it as unwise, How noble were Esther's
words, “If 1 perish, 1 perish’”! For if she had
gerished, the saving of her people could not have.

een achieved. Here is an encouraging example of
faith overcoming fear, and having its reward. “The
king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that
was in his hand, . . . What wilt thou, Queen
Esther, and what is thy request?” What a contrast
is here presented, with the boldness that a believer
may exercise in approaching the throne of grace!
He does not nced a lesser rcverence, but rather a
godly fear as he draws near to GOD. May both
readers and writer have grace to excrcise a like
faith, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

In the providence and over-ruling of God, the -
Jews were spared, and are with us today, still
“beloved for the fathers’ sakes,” and yet to know
the hatred of a greater enemy than Haman. But,
again they will know a deep distress of soul cre
their deliverance, and they shall be cleansed at
the fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness.
May this narrative exercise the hearts of God's
people, and lead them to "pray for the peace of
Jerusalem,” that they may enjoy the fulfilment of
the promise, “They shall prosper that love thee.”

R
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AN OLD DISCIPLE
Acts 21:16-17

Very little is told about Mnason—it is all ip

, these two verses—but what is said brings en.
couragement to those of our readers who, like the
writer, have passed the “‘threescore years and ten .
The meaning of his name is of uncertain origin;
yet the first three letters thereof are those of
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word meaning, “to call to mind, to recollect, to
remember.” Whether there be any connection or
no, we are sure that Mnason was one in the mind
and memory of a gracious God. “The Lord think-
eth upon me” said the psalmist. :

Mnason was a “disciple” that is, a “learner.” “It
is written in the prophets,” said the Lord Jesus,
“And they shall be all taught of God.” Every man
therefore thta hath heard, and hath learned of the
Father, cometh unto Me” (John 6:45). And when
one does come, the learning does not cease. To
such as the Lord invites, He says, “Take My yoke
upon you, and learn of Me.” Thus is the disciple
characterised. Not all who professed faith in Christ
were true. “Then said Jesus to those Jews that
believed on Him, If ye continue in My word, then
are ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:
31-32). As the dialogue between the Lord and His
hearers proceeded, it became clear that the truth
was resented, so that they even took up stones to
stone Him. '

But Mnason was “an old disciple.” How he be-
came a child of God we are not told. He was of
the same district as Barnabas, who belonged to
Cyprus, and may have been used of God or
his blessing. Some have thought he was one of
those converted to God on the day of Pentecost,
because the word ‘“old” (archaios) signifies that
which is “original, primitive, or ancient.” In any
case, he had continued by the grace of God, and
was still among the “learners.” The very word
emphasises his humility. “An old disicple,” he
was still willing to learn, that is, to listen to the
voice of God, directly or through the lips of His
servants. We may here pause, and ask ourselves,
have we “continued in His words” to this very
day, and proved ourselves to be “His disciples
indeed”?

Mnason was no longer living in Cyprus. He had
a house in Jerusalem. Presumably, he was in fel-
lowship with saints in the assembly there. When
Paul, with Luke as his companion, travelled from
Ephesus to Jerusalem, he touched at several places,
and where he found believers, stayed a while. He
remained several days at Caesarea, and from
thence, accompanied by disciples from that city,
he arrived in Jerusalem. He was brought by them
to Mnason, for so the words should be read. Here
we see the practical side of Mnason’s faith in his
Lord. He was truly an elder, for he was “given
to hospitality.” In his house, Paul and those with
him were to “lodge.” One can only imagine the
happy fellowship and discourse during their stay,
at his house. ‘
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“When we were come to Jerusalem, the breth-
ren received (welcomed) us gladly,” that is, with
joy and delight. Surely, Mnason was among them.
He not only counted it a privilege to “entertain
strangers,” but did so with joy, for he delighted in
his fellow-saints. Ah! yes, his years had not meant
a diminishing of his love, He was bringing forth
fruit in old age. The Lord, by His Spirit, enable
us to do likewise.

NOTES ON MEMORISED VERSES

ROMANS 8

30, Foreordination to ultimate glory; nothing less than
this. 31. “God for us” the answer to all our *saying.”
32. The Unspeakable Gift infinitely greater than all
our needs. 33. “Who shall call in” (lit.) question or
into a law court? God, the One declaring righteous?
34. Who is the one condemning? Christ that died? Not!
He is risen, is at God’s right hand, interceding. 35, 36.
It is assumed that sufferings may come, but union and
communion with Christ are not thereby destroyed.
37. Paul speaks from experience. 38. 39. “I have been, and
remain, persuaded.” Such is the idea conveyed. No
separation from God’s love.

ROMANS 9

1. Paul’s deep feelings. Truth, no lie, a good conscience,
the witness of the Spirit. 2. Great sorrow, unceasing
pain of heart. 3. “] was wishing,” or “I used to wish to
be anathema, away from Christ.” Not Paul’s present ex-
perience, but, as once in his judaizing zeal, he felt re-
garding Christ (Acts 26:9) as his Jewish “brethren” still
were in their ignorance. 4, 5. Wondrous privileges, the
greatest being that the Messiah was “of them.” 6, God's
word cannot fail. It is men who fail. 7, There are Israclites
in name only. Isaac, not Ishmael, was the sced (see John
8:37-40). 8. The “flesh” outside the promise. New birth
alone constitutes “children.” 9. A son according to
promise, not according to nature. 10. 11. God’s choice
independent of “works” of man. 12, He chooses not as
man would. 13. God loves unlovely ones. But who can
understand the word “hate” to do with God? 14. 15. God
can, con51stcntly with His righteousness, shew mercy, and
that, 1, despite man's perverse “will” or his vain
“running.” 17. Pharaoh a “signpost” of Divine warning.
18. The same word of God may melt or harden. 19. 20.
What is man that he should question God? It is as if the
earthen vessel should complain to its maker of its shape
or use. 2l. God's power (lit. authority) beyond the under-
standing of man. 22. 23. There are “vessels of wrath"
and “vessels of mercy.” The former fit themselves for
judgment. The latter owe all to sovereign grace. 24 to
26. A promise through Hosea, to be fulfilled when Isracl
is restored, is made good to Jews and Gentiles today, thus
illustrating the twofoldness of prophecy. 27-29. Tlsaiah,
too, prophesies the salvation of a “remnant.” %0. “What
shall we say”—a frequent expression in the context. 3.
Paul seems to answer his own question. By faith Gentiles
are blessed, but Israel by works are not. 32. Faith and

works again contrasted. 33. All d i
to Christ the Corner Stone. epends on the attitude
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ROMANS 10

1. Believers (Jew or Gentile) in Rome were his “brethren.”
Heart-desire and prayer. 2. Zeal is often joined to ignor-
ance. “My own righteousness” or “the righteousness of
God.” Which? 4. “End.” Christ having obeyed law
opens the door into righteousness for the belicver. The
word “end” may also suggest that, in ;ﬁving the Law,
Christ was in the Divine Mind, for §, “The Man, having
done them shall live in it,” Christ alone was cntitled to
life, because He alone perfectly obeyed. 6. 7. “The Word
of faith” does not question the coming of Christ or His

tion. 9. Experience expresses itself. 10. 11. Heart-faith
precedes mouth-confession, but whilst justification is by
faith, “salvation” is evidenced by confession. “Not
ashamed” (see Luke 9:26, etc. 12. No difference (cf. ch
3:22). 13. “Calling on the Name,” for He has authority;
and power, 14. 15. Such “calling” depends on “hearing™
and “hearing” on “telling” and “telling” on such as zre
“sent.” These words should exercise the hearts of )
believers in regard to the millions not yet reached With
the gospel. 16. The gospel heard is to be believed ang
“obeyed” (see ch. 1:5) but not all do so. 17. Faith, hear.

resurrection. 8. The word is so ncar as to be in the ing, “a word (spoken) of Christ.” 18. No. excuse, The
mouth and in the heart. This is experience, not specula-  wide proclamation should have been heeded.
1
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

“And He led them Safely and Softly. 'Twas
on safely.” God Who did the first.
*“1 will lead on Jacob who spoke the sec-

softly.”” ond. Weak and failing as
Ps. 78 :53; was Jacob, his skill and care
Ex: 33 :14. as a shepherd arc beyond
Len . uestion. In this respect he

(
reminds us of “the Lor& Jesus, That great Shepherd
of the sheep.” That One, The Son of God, com-
bines in Himself both these qualities of leadership,
and ‘'tis He with Whom we have to do; and
through Him the Father mediates all blessings to
men.

When Isracl was brought out of Egypt, God
overthrew their cnemics, so that not one of them
was left. Isracl saw them no more for ever. But
God led on His chosen safcly. On the cross the
Lord Jesus “spoiled principalities and powers and
made a show of them openly, triumphing over
them in it.” Ie has blotted out that which was
written against His elect, and has forgiven them
all trespasses (Col. 2), “Not one shall rise to doom
them in that day.” °

Further. He of Whom it was said, after His
resurrection, “He gocth before you into Galilee,”
still leads on safely, for He is the Good Shepherd,
and will not only lead forth by a right way (Ps.
107) but will bring to the desired haven. And how
gentle is His guidance! “I will lead on softly. ac-
cording as” they “are able to endure” (ix. 33:14).
I have many things to say unto you,” said the
Lord. “but ye cannot bear them now.” And what
is true of the instruction He purposes to give, is
true also of the experience He permits His chosen
to pass through. “The meckness and gentleness of
Christ” are as true as the guidance, of the skilful-
ness of His hands.”

Potm 1o Help Christian Experience—No. 269.

O Great Creatar, Thou alone couldst plan,
Foreseeing all things ere.all things began,

A way of saving men of Adam’s race,

And ever to the praise and glory of Thy grace.

For man deserveth for his sin but hell—

Its ceaselessness of anguish who can tell?

Salvation from that doom could only One
Accomplish. "Twas none else but Thy beloved Son.

He bore their sins, and yet this was not all

He did for lost ones ruined by the fall;

A perfect righteousness for such He made,

Whose “goodness” was as filthy rags, as leaves thag fade

Strengthless, ungodly, sinners, enemies,

With nought that could their Holy Maker please;
Yet these He loved. Well may such love amaze,
To Him be all the glory, His th'eternal praise,

He Who redeemed for all iniquity

Will have around Himself eternally

A people for His Own possession, there

In heaven. Doth not That Living One a place Prepare »

He hath ascended to the Father’s house,

Where there are many mansions for His spouse,
The Church made ready for eternal bliss,

To bear His Image, and to sce Him as He is.

PARTICULAR REDEMPTION AND CHRIST’S
SATISFACTION ENJOYED IN THE FUTURE
PErCcY W. HEWARD

We come as worshippers. God’s centre of q)q
was the tabernacle, with the blood-sprinkled merc,-
seat, not a scholastic academy, nor a Grecian debag
ing college. And He condescends to “seek” wqp.
shippers still. i

We are helpfully reminded that Doctrine ang
Prophecy arc entwined, even as Doctrine is the
source of godly Practice. Indecd, all truth is gpe
we do not read in Holy Scripture of “doctrineg '
except in condemnation of errors. And we Shouid
speak of “the doctrine of grace,” not the doctrineg
and likewise of truth, rather than truths, )

Many propound theories of atonement, and j,
philosophy of salvation: we desire neither, for v,
have the Fact and the Fruit, and rejoice in the
Reality of God’s atonement, and His Revelatioe
thereof, and, by His grace, our Realization. N\g a?—
this be ever deeper, fuller. richer, and characteriz(.a
by praise!

Covenant Redemption

The Scriptures set forth a particular or (if | vy, 5,
vary the wording) a covenant Redemption, ang
set it forth positively. “Christ loved the chyprcp
and gave Himself for it,” “He bare the sin of
many,” “To give His life a ransom for many,” “Mv
blood of the New Covenant, which is sheqd fo)r
many.” Compare “the children” and “the people
in Hebrews 2:14. 17. Such words would be ny;
fied if there be not a definiteness in our LOrd‘);
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work for His chosen ones, the “Mine” and “Thine”
of John 17: 10.

But it may be asked, honestly and earnestly,
“Arc there not other verses which emphasize
another aspect?” We would not avoid, but wel-
come, difficulties. God has expressed everything
in the best way. Difficulties thus viewed must be
fruitful and blessed. A firm belief in verbal in-
spiration is inseparable from this expectation.

Some Difficulties Met

The twofold unveiling of truth is often misused,

but thereby God lovingly draws us from all pride
and harshness through the onesided and over-
balanced tendency of man. Just as we rejoice in
the Deity and Humanity of our adorable Lord, and
own the harmony of “he cannot sin, because he is
born of God,” and “In me, that is in my flesh,
dwelleth no good thing,” so is it with redemption.
Take the “widest” passages in their context. lIsrael
misused “particular” blessings to despise the na-
tions. Hence the witness, “Behold the Lamb of
God (beyond Israel’s passover), Which taketh away
the sin of the world,” and “As Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness (for Israel), so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish.” The types were for
Israel, the Antitype is for “all nations™ blessed, as
the Gospel before preached unto Abraham de-
clared, “in thee,” and “in thy Seed,” Which is
Christ. No one misunderstands such language in
other connections. “All nations” indicate those of
all nations, as Revelation 5:9 sets forth, with
adoration, ““Out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation.” “All Judea. .. were baptized.”
(Matt. 3:5, 6) does not suggest every individual,
but all manner of persons, of every class and kind,
even as “all sickness and all disease” is rightly
rendered ‘“‘all manner of” in Matthew 4:23.
1 Timothy 2:1-2, explains the “all” by enumerat-
ing varied classes, and the “all” in verse 4 is at
once elucidated by “men” in g, and the “all” of 6 is
immediately linked with “the Gentiles” or “pa-
tions” of 7, as the words “to be testified in due
time, whereunto I am ordained” make clear.

If we come to John 12:32 we have the context
of Grecks desiring to see the Lord Jesus (20-.22.) in
the days when He was among Israel, as a Minister
of the circumcision (Rom. 15:8). Hence He speaks
of the “much fruit,” of His approaching death, and
thereby the judgment of the world, and the draw-
ing all, not only Israel, unto Himself (cf. John
11:42). Let it be noticed that these passages make
the result as large as the provision. If the redemp-
tion is universal, so is the salvation, and none

would be lost. But that is not the teaching of
Scripture.

2 Corinthians §:14, 15 shows a covenant “all,”
to whom, as the “‘we all” of verse 10 (cf. Isa. §3:6)
the chapter applies. Its true rendering is “If One
died for all, then all died” (not “were dead”). They
died with Him, hence His redemption cannot be
wider than those who are thereby delivered from
judgment.

The Divine Plan Harmonises

Further, the unveiling of all God's plan harmon-
izes with covenant redemption, and this alone is
secure. What is God's teaching as to the law in one
of the misunderstood verses of Holy Writ? “The
Man (i.e. a prophecy of the Lord Jesus) Who hath
done (not who doeth) these things shall live” (i.e.,
after having done, in resurrection). But the Perfect
One under law could not die, except by the guilt
of others being laid on Him. Any vagueness would
be injustice. Substitution is the only righteous
principle set forth, and this must signify a cov-
cnant people, not those who will afterwards suf-
fer for the same sins!

The theory of universal redemption would not
add to the redeemed, but rather rob us of all real
redemption. It would make the blood of Christ
like to the blood of bulls and goats, and associated
with long-suffering, and the temporary putting
aside of sins, instead of with eternal grace, and
their changeless putting away. A redeemer who
does not redeem would be no redeemer at all.

Again, the book of life, is the Lamb’s book of
life, and we read of those “given” to Christ. But if
all were thus given, such words lose their mean-
ing: if He, Who came to do the Father's will for
those given to Him (John 6:39), redeemed those
not given, His perfect service would be marred.

Moreover, the blood is that of “the New Cove-
nant,” and thus contrasted with the ‘old “which
they brake” (Jer. 31:32), and including a glorious
“I will” of the writing in the hearts, and the sins
and iniquities remembered no more for those cm-
braced within it. How could this be true if the
redemption did not essentially redeem?

We call to mind the words, “Raised because of
our justification” (Rom. 4:2s, literally). If the
justification were then settled before God for *us,”
how could it be, or become, indefinite and un-
certain? Either we were justified, or not? The
work of Christ was not to make men savable but
to save. Those for whom He died are viewed as
having died with Him. Is not this particular
redemption? :

If the Lord will, to be continued
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YOUNG PEOPLE’'S COLUMNS
FILLED HOUSES
concluded
Houses full of doleful creatures

In lsaiah 13:21, we read of what will be the
state of Babylon, when the Lord Jesus comes again
from heaven to punish this place of great wicked-
ness. It will become so bare and so barren that
no shepherd will lead his flock there. And, though
it will for a time be “the glory of Kingdoms,” it
shall become like Sodom and Gomorrah. Even the
houses will be full of creatures that will {frighten
people by their howlings. Sin must, and will be
punished. Babylon cannot escape, nor will any sin-
ner be saved from God's anger, except through the
Lord Jesus Christ.  Babylon will be in league with
Satan, and so will have no hope. But, my dear
reader, if you turn from your own way, and call
on the Lord Jesus to save you, He will not hide His
face from you, for He came into the world to save
sinners. Then will your heart be full of praises to
God, such a contrast 10 the “howlings” in
Babylon's houses. ’

A House filled with smoke

The same Isaiah who foretells the doom of Baby-
lon is he who once saw the glory of God. “] saw
the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up
(Isa. 6:1). The posts of the temple door moved at
the voice of the holy beings that worshipped Him,
and “the house was filled with smoke.” | cannot
tell whence came the smoke, but there was an altar
with burning coals upon it, for one was placed
upon the prophet's mouth, because he felt he had
sinned by his words, and needed forgiveness. We
know, 100, that on the day of atonement (Lev.
16:12-13) the “holy of holies” was full of smoke
from the burning incense. And that was to hide
from the high priest’s cyes the glory of God's pre-
sence. So we are taught the great lesson of God's
holiness, and the need of our being forgiven. The
altar spoke of blood shed for the putting away of
sin, and looked forward to the time when the Lord
Jesus should appear to put away sin by the sacri-
fice of Himself.

A House filled with the glory of God

“Solomon built Him an house.” It was “exceed-
ing magnifical” and “wonderful great” (1 Chron.
22:1; 3 Chron. 2:9) These words truly describe
the beautiful temple which God commanded
Solomon to build for His Name. In 2 Chronicles is
begun the account of how Solomon obeyed God.
When it was in building, there was no sound of
axe or hammer, because cverything was made be-
forchand. On the day it was completed Solomon

" mouth of Peter, and were baptized. Have

prayed a long prayer to God, and when he haq
finished, “the fire came down from heaven, and
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrificeg.
and the glory of the LORD filled the house. Apg
the priests could not enter into the house of the
LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filjeq
the LORD'S house” (2 Chron. 7:1-2). God is buijg.
ing a house now. not of stones and wood, but of
persons who come to Christ (1 Peter 2:4-5). Some
day—it may be in your lifetime—that house wjjj
be finished, and the glory of God will fill thy,
building of living stones (sce also Ephesians Iy 20
22). Shall you be a part of that temple?

A house filled with a mighty Wind

The Lord Jesus told His disciples to wait “not
many days,” and then they would “be endued with
power from on high.”” After ten days, there came
the Day of Pentecost, and the disciples were ay
together, when “there came a sound from heavep
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting.” They, too, be-
came., we might say, temples of God, for “they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” The word
“wind" also means “breath,” so we may say they
were in the breath, and the breath was in"thep;
They were in the Spirit, and the Spirit was in them
So Peter was able to speak from the Scriptures Wit}{
such power that many were “pricked in thej
hearts.” feeling the burden of their sin, and wamr
ing 1o know what they were to do that the\t
might be saved. Three thousand people turneq 10
God on that day. They gladly received the word
which the Holy Spirit brought to them by the
dear reader, heard and believed the messaggogf
God? He says, “Repent and be converted,” also
“‘Repent, and be baptized.” o

“The house was filled with the odour of the
ointment’’

In what has been already written, the desire
of the writer has been, first, to shew the sinfulnegg
of sin, and then to point to the Lord Jesus as the
only Saviour. willing and able to save sinners, b,y
in the record of John, chapter 12, we are tolg of
the love which Mary of Bethany had for her Lorq
Jesus Christ, She had a pound of very Precioyg
ointment. It was scented with sweet-smellip,
herbs. It was liquid, more like an oil, because
Mary was able to pour it upon the feet of Jesyq'
and then to wipe His feet with her hair. Her haj,
must have been long to enable her to do this, an
she must have stooped very low to do this lovjp
deed. g

Continued on page 80
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THE PROPHETIC WORD
INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION
Ilustrated in Ezekiel 36
Foreword

The believer should not te ignorant concerning
the unfulfilled prophecies of Holy Scripture. But
his acquaintance with these, or his desire to under-
stand, must be accompanied by—

(a) A desire for the glory of God, necessitating
an absence of curicsity.

(b) A restful joy in the knowledge that God is
faithful to all His promises.

(c) An application of truth to his own heart and
conscience. :

The passage before us declares and illustrates
the unchangeableness of God Almighty in His
purpose and principles; also the truth that, “where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Israel
was chosen by God to be worshippers of Him
only, to be “a peculiar treasure” to Him, to “be a
kingdom of priests and an holy nation” unto Him.
Though “above all people,” they were yet to
be a witness to the nations. Forbidden to make
any form of alliance with the peoples around,
they were meant to manifest a character in keep-
ing’ with the Holy God Who had chosen them.
Their obedience to “the statutes and judgments”
given by God and which should come to the ears
and be “in the sight of the nations” should have
procured for them such a testimony as this,
“Surely this great nation is a wise and understand-
ing people” {Deut. 4: 5-8).

Alas! They quickly turned aside from the good
way, even under Mount Sinai, even though they
had seen and heard awe-inspiring revelation of the
Divine Majesty. The “up and down” experience of
<he nation, declension and revival, followed again
by apostasy, is most saddening to the godly readers
of Holy Scripture, and he would be moved to
indignation, did he not perceive that, in his per-
sonal experience, he has oft thus acted un-

ratefully toward his gracious God and Father.

There came a point in Israel’s history, however,
when their apostasy was so flagrant that God de-
clared, “There is no remedy.” “Therefore He

brought upon them the King of the Chaldeans”
(2 Chron. 36). They remained in captivity seventy
years. But how long their present captivity has
continued! For they are not yet ““free” with the
freedom that only their Messiah could effect. The
sin of rgjecting and of mocking God's messengers
which brought Divine vengeance upon them
through Nebuchadnezzar was small compared with
their rejection and mockery of the Son of God.
Hence the lengthening of their dispersion, to be
terminated only by the advent of Messiah, the
Lord Jesus.

In the culpable behaviour of Israel, we may see
an analogy with Christendom. The humble and
useful “herb” has developed into a “tree” siooting
out great branches (Mark 4). The “leaven”. of
“humanism” has permeated the pure truth of God,
so that what is called “Christianity” is either
emasculated or over-loaded with traditions, legend,
and ritual. It cannot be denied that apostasy has
advanced. Nothing can stay its progress but God-
given revival. Can we expect this? Has the apos:
tasy advanced so far that there can be no turning
back? Only God knows, but, as individuals, each
believer needs to be watchful, and to be preparing
for the Lord coming. Spiritually, there is no hope
for the world from Christendom, which is but part
of the world. Thanks be to God, there are still
some devoted men and women taking the message
of the Gospel to’the "regions beyond”; but, as the
hope of God's elect is the Coming of their Lord,
so the hope of the world, unrealized and perhaps
derided and ignored by the many, is the restoration
of Israel. “Now if the fall of them be the riches of
the world, and the diminishing of them the riches
of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? . ..
For if the casting away of them be the reconciling
of the world, what shall the receiving of them be,
but life from the dead? (Rom. 11:12, 15).

Sin Abounding

It is with such thoughts as these in mind, we ap-
proach the study of Ezekiel 36. The first part of
the chapter is an address to the mountains of
Israel, ““to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys,
to the desolate wastes, and to the cities that are
forsaken.” All this has come about by God's per-
mission, because, “when the house of Israel dwelt
in their own land, they defiled it by their
own way and by their doings . . . the blood
that they had shed upon the land, and for their
idols wherewith they had polluted it” (vv. 17,18).
And yet, when God had scattered them among the
heathen and dispersed them through the countries,
they still polluted His Holy Name among those
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to whom they had entered. Divine chastisement
did not improve them, even though their sin was
brought to mind by the words of the hcathen,
“There are the people of the LORD, and are gone
forth out of HIS land” (v. 20). What an oppor-
tunity thrown away! lence, as the previous
scction of the prophetic message declares, they
were bearing the shame of the heathen.

Before considering the grace abounding over this
flagrant sin and sinfulness, let it be realized that
the whole chapter relates to the nation of Isracl.
It cannot be explained or interpreted as of the
Church. The physical features of “HIS land” are
to be literally regarded, whatever spiritual lessons
may be derived. Hence, that which follows, fore-
telling a restoration, must also be taken literally.
Otherwisc, confusion is caused. So, as in Romans
11, the “israel” of verse 25, which is the nation,
is the “lsracl” of verse 26, especially as the name,
“Jacob” is used synonymously.

“Grace did much more abound”

The sovereignty of Divine grace is most clearly
illustrated in God's purpose of future blessing for
Israel. It is all of and from Ilimself. “I the LORD
have spoken and | will do.” The ** I wills” of God
occur at lcast eighteen times. And not only is em-
phasized the Divine determination, but all He does
1s for His holy Name's sake (vv. 21, 22, 23). “Not
for your sakes” (vv. 22, 32), will God act for them.
"Tis all of sovereign grace from beginning to cnd.

“1 will take you”

Were they dispersed then? In Mordecai's time
(Esther) they were found in the one hundred and
twenty-seven  provinces of the Medo-Persian Em-
pire. Still, today, although the State of Israel is
a fact, the majority are away from their land;
and, doubtless, they will so remain until they see
and receive the returning Messiah. Many scrip-
tures tell of the re-gathering of Israel out from the
lands (sce Ezek 11:17). Not all are willing to
return now, but in “that day,” God will “set HIS
hand again the second time to recover the remnant
of His people” (Isa. 11:11). *‘I will bring you into
your own land” (v. 24).

“1 will cleanse you”

God does not speak of any intermediary, though
Scripture reveals He will do all through the media-
tion of His Son. Hence, the water of purification
which He will sprinkle upon them is of His own
providing. “From all your filthiness and from all

your idols T will cleanse you.” “I will forgive thei'r_
iniquity, and_l will remember their sin no more

(Jer. 31) “He will turn again, He will have com.
passion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; ang
Thou wilt cast all our sins into the depths of the
sea’” (Micah 7:19). “Who is a God like unto Thee -
. . . He delighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18). )

If the Lord will, to be continued

INSPIRED WORDS INSPECTED
No. 64

“And now, brethren, | wot that through
ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. By
those things, which God before had shewed by
the mouth of all His prophets, that Christ
should sutfer, he hath go fuifiled. Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins ma
be blotted out, when the times of refreshin
shall come from the presence of the Lord: and
He shall send Jesus Christ, Which before wag
preached unto Kou: Whom the heavens muysy
receive until the times of restitution of 34
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all His holy prophets since the world began.>

Acts 3 :17-2

AND (kai); conjunction. )

NOW (nun); adverb.

BRETHREN (adelphoi); noun, plural, masculine
vocative case; from ‘*‘adelphos” (brother). Petey
an Israclite by birth, is addressing Israelites. Com_.
parc Paul (ch. 23: ).

I WOT (oida); verb, from ‘“eido” (I see, or per.
ceive); the form is in the perfect tense, but hag 4
present significance. Translate, ““I know.”

THAT (hoti); conjunction.

THROUGH (kata); preposition, meaning “down_»
Governed either by genitive case, or (as here) by-
accusative, and having the thought of “according
to” or “through” or “because of.”

IGNORANCE (agnoian); noun, feminine, accusa.
tive, from ‘‘agnoia,”’ derived from “agnoeo,” a
compound of “a” (deprivative, equivalent to “un-")
and “noeo” (to see or perceive).

YE DID (epraxate); verb, aorist, from “prasggo*
(I do, with reference to action repeatedly, or cop.
tinuous, or not yet completed); as this form of the
verb inserts “S” between the stem and the pey.
sonal ending, “sss” is replaced by “X.” Peter seemg
to imply that the act of rejecting the Messiah jg
continued by their present attitude. Hence the
call to repent.

IT (not in text). y

AS (hosper); adverb; from “hos” (as) strengtheneq
by “per,” and so meaning “just as.” “wholly ag "
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ALSO (kai).

DID (not in text).

YOUR (humon); pronoun, genitive, plural, mean-
ing, “of you.”

RULERS (hoi archontes); article and noun, mas-
culine, plural; from “archon.”

BUT (de); conjunction.

THOSE THINGS WHICH (ha); relative pronoun,
from hos, he, ho (who, which). This is in the
neuter, plural, and can be rendered, “‘what things.”

GOD (ho Theos); article and noun, nominative,
masculine. This word often, has the article. “The
God” would emphasize His uniqueness and Person-
ality. Absence of the article does not necessitate
the rendering, “A God,” but would rather stress
His essential Godhead.

BEFORE HAD SHEWED (prokateggeilen); verb,
aorist, from “prokataggello”; compound of “‘pro”
(before) “kata” (down, but in composition gives an
intensive force, in the sense of thorough, or
throughout), and “aggello” (to announce, give a
message); hence, the meaning of the verb is “to
announce before,” or “proclaim beforehand.” So
that prophecy is implied. Translate “announced
before.”

BY (dia); preposition, meaning “through”; here
followed by genitive case, and so having the
thought of “through” in the sense of “by means
of.” It is sometimes followed by accusative case.

THE MOUTH (stomatos); noun, genitive, from
stoma (a mouth); no article here. In English, the
phrase is used, “by word of mouth.” Hence the

stress is on the spoken word, subsequently written, -

OF ALL (panton); noun, genitive, plural, from
“pas, pasa, pan.”

HIS (not in text).

THE PROPHETS (ton propheton); article and
noun, genitive, plural from prophetes.

THAT CHRIST (ton Christon); article and noun,
accusative, masculine; “The Christ” or The Mes-
siah, Anointed One.

HIS (autou); personal pronoun, genitive, from
“autos, aute, auto.” Literally, “of Him.” Though
not in A.V.,, it is in the Greek text.

SHOULD SUFFER (pathein); verb, infinitive,
aorist: meaning “to have suffered.” This word pre-
cedes “ton Christon.” The accusative with an
infinitive verb is an idiom in Greek. The noun is
the subject and the verb the predicate. .

HE HATH FULFILLED (eplerosen); verb, aorist,
from “pleroo’ (to fill).

SO (houtos); adverb, “thus.” ) _

REPENT YE (metanoesate); verb, imperative,
aorist, from ‘“‘metanoeo” (to repent); a compound

{ ‘-‘meta," a'

79

among” when used with genitive, but *“after or
behind” when used with accusative case. The
other part of the verb is *“noeo” (to perceive,
understand, have in mind). Hence, our word
means “an after understanding or mind.” It signi-
fies therefore a condition of mind which a man
has not by nature; actually a new mind, one that
has a right understanding and feeling about sin and
its rebellion against God.

THEREFORE (oun); conjunction.

AND (kai).

BE CONVERTED (epistrepsate); verb, aorist, im-
perative, from “epistrepho,” a compound of “epi”
(upon) and “strepho” (to turn, turn about); hence
“to turn about on to"').

THAT (eis); a preposition meaning “into,” or
“unto,” “with a view to.”

YOUR (humon); personal pronoun, genitive,
plural, meaning “of you.”

SINS (tas hamartias); article, and noun, feminine
accusative, plural, from “hamartia” (sin).

MAY BE BLOTTED OUT (exaleiphthenai); verb,
infinitive, passive, aorist; from *‘cxaleipho,” a com-
pound of “ek” (out) and “aleipho” (to besmear or
anoint). Hence “to smear out, blot out or cx-
punge.” Here is another casec of an accusative
noun with a predicate in the infinitive. The whole
sentence may be rendered, “with a view to your
sins having been blotted out.”

If the Lord will, to be continued

“THERE 1S NO NEW THING UNDER THE

SUN” (Eccles. 1 : 9)
R. L. WHEELER ,

Our first thought on reading the above Scripture
may be that there are many new things under the
sun, that is, on the earth, especially in connection
with these latter years. What about modern in-
ventions it may be asked? Yes truly, although
we need to remember that King Solomon also re-
ferred to those in his day who sought out many
inventions (devices). Necessity has always been

the mother of invention, and one new thing leads
to the need of another.

God in His mercy and providential dealings with
mankind has kept back to within comparatively
recent years the finding out of many inventions
and discoveries whose terror, by bringing fear and
uncertainty, as well as destruction to human life,
can so quickly outweigh their benefit.

There is no reason, as far as man’s innate cap-
abilities are concerned, why these modern inven-

preposition_meaning Jwith, amid, 4 tions were not_found out, say_a_thousand_vears.
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earlier in human history. We should not think
because of late developments, crowded into recent
years, that man's mind is inherently greater than
those who lived aforetime. We are apt to forget
this because of the spectacular, and overlook the
fact that former gencrations have passed their
findings on to succeeding generations. Rather
should we recognise God’s overruling hand in
history, as well as in the geographical dispositions
of the earth, for the working out of His purposes
and mercies and judgments.

But our versce, as indeed the theme of this in-
spired book, has mainly to do with that which
concerns the happiness and pursuits of mankind,
that which his soul and body craves, and in this
sensc there is nothing new under the sun.

Chapter two is fairly comprchensive in this re-
spect, and enumerates what men desire and seek
after today, namely, riches, mirth, pleasure,
houses, gardens, great works, peculiar treasures,
music, etc. There are no other sources of hap-
piness, and that which Solomon sought after in his
wisdom—for his wisdom remained with him (v. 9)
—are still cagerly pursued and sought after by
mankind today.

In this sense therefore, as well as in his reference
to the continual round and repetition of nature, the
grcachcr asks, “Is there anything whereof it may

e said, Sec, this is new? It hath been already of
old time, which was before us.”

The object of the book of Ecclesiastes is to teach
men to evaluate rightly the things under the sun.
The brevity and uncertainty of life, the inequalities
of life, are all dwelt upon by the preacher. Only
by relating everything to God, and by walking in
His fear and obedience, Who will bring everything
into judgment, is wisdom to be found, the vanity
of n%c banished, its sorrows sanctified, and the
days of prosperity enjoyed.

It is even so today, though the full light of the
gospel now shines, for God's truth is one, and in
all ages, “the just shall live by faith.”

FILLED HOUSE
Continued from page 76

We may lcarn how very costly this precious
ointment was, because one thought it could have
sold for three hundred pence. A penny a day was
what a labourer earned (Matt. 20), so Mary's gift
was worth a whole ycar’s wages. .

This story has been left to the last, because it
shews the Jove of a saved one for her Lord. She

gave of that which cost her much, and yet hgw.
humble she was. But the sweet smell of the oil
filled the house, and because we are told this, j¢ i
to encourage all true believers that gifts which are
from the heart are very pleasant to God. Reaq
Phillipians 4 : 18.

I wonder what I and my readers are like in tha
houses where we live. There are houses wherg
there is plenty, but may be full of strife. Ley y
all, if we are among God’s saved ones, be carefy)
that our homes are full of {ragrance, that of loyijy
words and deeds. 8

\
NOTICE TO READERS

The pages of the September-October issue wepe
wrongly numbered, for which the editor was .
sponsible. Hence this issue is page-numbered frop,
73 10 84. Attention is called to this, as some mg,,
think that pages 49 to 60 are missing. There aye
six issues, each of twelve pages, in the year,

———

NOTES ON MEMORIZED VERSES

ROMANS 10

19, 20, 21. Divine sovereignty. Favoured Israel rejects
and ignores mercy. Grace enables such as are “not
people,” “a foolish nation,” and those not naturally Seeka

mng, to find God.
ROMANS 11

1. Paul, one of “His people,” an example of God's lov
to Isracl. 2, 3, 4. Elias was not “alone,” as he thoughf
God had His “hidden ones.” 5. “This present time” is gyj);
“now." 6, The elect among Israel will be saved by grac
alone. 7. “Natural” seeking proves ‘mnatural” blindnese
8. Judicial result of continual rejection of God's testimony,
9, 10. Fearful consequence of light spurned. 11. The "fal?/':
is not final nor irremediable, but is over-ruled in the me,
time. 12. Over-ruled for blessing to non-Jews. The "falr-:
will yet give place to “fulness.” 13, 14. In preaching
Gentiles, Paul hoped their conversion might awakenp ‘ho
hearts of his “brethren” (my flesh). 16. “Casting away™ foe
a period, but there is to be a “receiving,” with world.Widr
results. 16. Divine lovic! Holiness is the result and fruie
of what is holy. 17. The root of “the olive tree” is ment
tioned, but not of the “wild olive.” 18, 19. Gentiles ye
“graffed in" (contrary to nature, verse 24). There ig ¢
room for boasting. 20. Faith needs to be accompanieq by
godly fear (cf. Heb. 4:1). 21, 22. Goodness and severij,
A need for sclf-examination, Do [ continue? #23. Goq )"
able. Therefore “they shall be.” 24, “If” ., .. how mud:
more.” God's covenant He will keep. 25. Only in paye
for some are being saved now, 26. But they shall q)} be
saved, that is, the whole nation when it has passed through .
the fires of testing. 27. My covenant (see ler. 31). 28, Elac.
tion is because of love (cf. Eph, 1:4). 29. “Repentancer
means “a change of mind.” God has no "aftf:r-thoughtg .
30. Unbelicf led to the crucifixion. Hence their sin w ¢
over-ruled for Gentiles to obtain mercy through the crqgg
31. Mercy even to such as now do not believe, Such is
sovereign grace. 32. “Concluded” is “shut up.” Hence n;
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escape except through mercy. 33. A doxology most fitting
to close the wondrous “reasoning” of the preceding verses.
How ignorant and poverty-stricken is man and how
utterly feeble. God alone knows His Own Mind, and “giv-
eth not account of any of His matters.” “To Him be
glory into the ages.”
ROMANS 12

1, “Therefore,” in view of all that has been written.
2. A sacrifice (that which is laid on the altar) yet living,
holy, well-pleasing. We are to be “well-pleasing” to God.
and His will “well-pleasing” to us. To Christ (see the end
of cach Gospel) the Father’s will was “good, and accept-
able, and perfect.” 3. “Not to think highly” (cf. ch. 1}:
20), Others have a measure of faith also. 4, 5. Also, we
are all members in the “one body,” and therefore of “one
another.” 6. “Every man” has “a measure of faith” (verse
3) but gifts differ according to grace (that is, as God
wills). 7, 8 Grace is needed 1o use wisely and rightly

SPECIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD'S DAY
JANUARY. 1961

DAY TEXT PARALLEL CONTRAST SIDELIGHT
I 1Pet.1:22(a)] Cor 6:11 Prov. 26:11  Tiwus 1:15
g 1 Pet. 1:22(b) Lev. 19:18 Titus 3:3 Matt, 5:22

15 1 Pet. 1:23 Eph. 2:5 Jude 19  Ezek. 36:26-28

22 1 Pet. 1:24 lsa. 40:68 Ps.49:11 James 4:13-15

29 ] Pet. 1:2§ Matt. 5:18 Ps 36:3 Isa. 2:22

SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS
“IF-THE LORD WILL"—]JANUARY, 196

“grace-gifis.”” 9. “Abhor” mcans to shrink from (with
horror). *“Cleave” means to be "glued to.” How con-
trasted these words. 10. “Kindly affectioned” means to
love strongly and warmly. 11. A negative and a positive,
yet with a view to serving the Lord (compare verse 2).
12. All these words are present participles, and imply
character. 13. Others are to be in our thought and care,
practically. 14. “Bless” means to speak well of, a heart.
searching thought. 15. Why? Because we are members
one of another (v. 5). 16. The same thing minding (cf.
Phil. 2:1-5). “Condescend’” means literally, “to carry along
with.” “Men of low estate” may be "humble persons” or
“lowly things.” In any case, there is 10 be a marked con-
rast with pride. 17, 18. How comprechensive the com-
mand! “No man” and "all men.” 19, “Give place to THE
wrath, that is, await God's time (cf. 1 Pet. 2:21-23)
20. This is underlining the Lord’s words in Matthew (§:44),
21. Not “overcome,” but “overcomers.”

SPECIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD'S DAY
FEBRUARY, 1961

DAY TEXT PARALLEL CONTRAST SIDELIGHT
5 1 Pet, 2:1 Col: 3:8 Ps. §5:9 Ex. 20:20
12 ] Pet. 2:2 Ps. 119:9798 Heb. 5:12  Heb. §:13%-14
19 1 Pet. 2:3 Ps. 34:8 Col. 2:21-22 Rev. 10:10
26 ! Pet. 2:4(a) Eph. 2:20 Matt. 21:44  Zech. 3:9

SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS
“IF THE LORD WILL"—FEBRUARY, 196]

Day READING LEARNING Daq READING LEARNING
" lsaiah Luke Isaiah Romans Isaiah Luke Isaiah Romang
| 1 115 1 1-20 45 2) 10 19 1 28 11§ 1n 113 49 14 1129
2 1631 21-38 22 20 2 16-29 14-28 15 3()
3 2 122 39.58 23 22 31 29 112 29-41 16 1)
4 3 126 5980 24 11 4 l 13-24 42.54 17 12
; 4 16 2 114 25 2
6 5 115 1524 46 ) 3 5 30 117 12 121 18 13
7 16-30 25.39 2 ] 6 1833 22-40 19 | 14
| 7 3119 41-59 20 34
8 6 113 40-52 3 Y 5 8 32 120 13 117 21 16
9 7 125 3 1-18 4 6 9 33 1-24 1835 22 12 1
10 8 122 19-38 5 7 10 34 117 14 1-14 23 2
" 9 ]2l 53 115 6 8 1 35 110 15-24 24 3
12 10 119 | 1632 ! 7 9 .
13 2034 | 3344 8 10 12 6 1.22 2535 | 25 4
il on e |5 15| 9 1 13| 37 120 | 15 10 % 5
\ | 14 2138 | 132 | 50 1 6
15 12 16 16-26 10 12 15 , 38 122 16 1-18 | 2 7
16 13 122 l 27-39 11 13 16 | 39 18 1931 ! 3 R
17 14 123 6 1-19 12 14 17 40 1.7 17 119 4 9
I8 2432 20:31 13 15 18 183] 2037 5 10
19 15 1.9 3249 49 16 1
20 15 114 7 1-18 2 17 19 4 116 18 1-14 6 - n
21 17 114 1935 3 18 20 | 1729 15-27 7 12
21 | 42 112 2843 8 13
2 | 18 17 | 36-50 4 19 22 | 13.25 19 1.27 9 14
7 | 19 125 | 8 118 5 20 23 | 43 113 2848 10 15
24 | 20 16 | 19-36 6 2] 24 1428 20 118 1" 16
25 21 117 | 37-56 7 22 25 4 117 19-26 51 | 17
2% | 22 125 ' 9 117 8 23
27 23 118 1836 9 24 26 18-28 27-48 2 18
28 24 123 | 37-48 10 25 27 4 1113 | 21 119 3 19
| 28 14-25 2038 4 20 21
29 25 1-12 49-62 1 2%
30 26 1-21 10 122 12 27
= 27 1-13 23-42 13 28
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