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“ And the LORD, HE it is That doth
go before thée; HE will be with thee, HE
will not fail thee, neither forsake thee;
fear not, neither be dismayed.” i

Deut, 31.8

ashamed that wait for Me.” .
' Isa. 49.23.

God’s time is best., Trust thou in Him,
And be thy soul ir rest;
For thus thou shalt be blessed;

Thy vessel filled—it shall be—to the brim. -

God’s time is best. Go not before
Thy God makes known His will;
Thus shall thy heart be still.
Soon-from within thou shalt His praises pour

God’s time is best. Wait patiently,
¥or He hath heard thy prayer,
And doth in love prepare

The blessing He hath foreordained for thee. ..




Words of Encouragement.

“And He said, My These words were

presence shall go with spoken to Moses after

thee, and I will give a most grievous failure

thee rest.” on the part of the

Ex. 33.14. people of God, with

whom he had chosen to

suffer affliction,, and for whom he had pleaded

with God that He would not forsake them. For

the LORD God is * merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.”
(Ex. 34.6.) '

At the outset of a fresh year (though he lives a
day at a time), the believer will be conscious of
much favour in past days from Him who “ hath
said, I will mever leave thee, nor forsake thee.”

The upward journey still lies before, and we
need to pray, “ Hold up my goings in Thy paths,
that my footsteps slip not” (Ps. 17.5). For we

. are “ going,” ever making spiritual progress (or
are we?). Unlike the world, however, in its
“running to and fro,” and its feverish haste, we
are promised ““ rest ” amid it all.

To be “ on the move ™ and yet “ at rest ” at the
same time, is a paradox only understood by the
believer who, as Enoch, walks with God, and
would be worthy of such Divine testimony,  he
pleased God.”
© May “pgrace and peace be multiplied” to
every reader, “ through the knowledge of God and
of Jesus our Lord ” (2 Pet. 1.2).

—&—

Poem to help Christian Experien'ce.—2l3.v/

*“ Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house : they will
be still praising Thee. Selah . . . passing through the
valley of Baca make it a well.”

Psalm 84.4.6.

The place of Thy dwelling, the home of my heart,
The holy of halies above, ]

There would I abide, e’en from earth would depart:
That beauteous dwelling I love.

But ’tis by His work, Who was Sacrifice, Priest.
And Altar, alone I am blest,

From works of my doing by grace have T ceased
And enter a heavenly rest,
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How bappy, O Father of mercies, Thine own
Who love in Thy house to abide,

Who now have the right to draw near to Thy throne,
Because of the Saviour’ Who died !

And though through the valley of weeping they go.
By mercy they make it a well ;

Thy rain cometh down to the valley below
And maketh the rivulets swell.

If here e’en a foretaste of blessings to be
Can comfort and cause such delight,

O what will it be when the Saviour 1 see,
His beauty unveiled to my sight?

/
—_—

STARS AND LAMPSTANDS
Rev. 1-20.

The Book of Revelation has many symbols and
figures of speech, but they are not to be regarded
as poetic sentiments. They stand for solemn reali-
ties. Some are explained in the book itself, as
are the * candlesticks” (lit. lampstands) which
stood for seven churches in Asia, and the seven
stars, which were in the right hand of the glorious
Lord, and symbolised the * angels ” of those
churches. -

There is little difficulty in appreciating that a
“lampstand ” is a fitting representation of an
assembly of God, for it bore a light, was fed by
oil, and was set in a certain city. The Lord Jesus
was in the midst of these seven, and, it may be,
in His High Priestly ministrations, as Aaron was
commanded to * order ” the lamps on the candle-
stick within the tabernacle (Lev. 24.4 Numbers
8.1-3). They needed daily attention, and not only
was oil to be provided, but snuffers and snuff.
dishes were used, for the trimming of the lamps.

The seven candlesticks were separate, and, like
those in the tabernacle, were golden. The
branches of the latter proceeded out of the main
stem, symbolising union and unity, but the unity
of the several churches of Asia was ensured by .
the presence of the Lord Jesus in their midst.

As the golden lampstand was in the holy place,
for the eye of God, so the assemblies are * in the
heavenlies.” Yet their being also in cities called
for a golden testimony of true light. This could
only be maintained by a supply of the Spirit
(Phil. 1.19 Zech. 4.6) and the ministration of the
Lord Jesus, the Great High Priest.

With these thoughts most believers will be in
agreement. probably, but who are “ the angels of
the churches” and why are they symbolised bv
“ stars ”’?

It is thought that “stars” may suggest these
“angels” are heavenly beings, but there are reasons
against this opinion, namely, 1. Angels are elect.
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fiofy, sinless creatures, but the persons addressed
in the seven letters have, in most cases, failed,
and are called upon 1o repent. .

2. They are of those who could be cast into prison
and suffer death (Rev. 2.10).

Another view is that , since the word * angel”
has the simple mecaning of * messenger,” they
were representatives of the churches, sent there-
from to John in Patmos, o receive the cpistles,
but the whole sctting would appear to forbid this
interpretation. First, there is nothing to suggest
such visits to John, and there were other churches
besides these seven. Secondly, an epistle would
not be written to such a messenger, who would
bc merely a bearer of the message. It may be
thought that the words, * to the angel ” might be
rendered ** by the angel,” but also the words fol-
lowing would appear to preclude this idea,
namely, * of the church,” for the sentence would
then read, * By the angel of the church . . .
write.,” But the message in each case is so obvi-
ously addressed to an individual (" thou™ and
*thy ) that, by this rendering a second person
would be impplied. The phrasing of the epistles
does not, however, secem to admit of this explana-
tion. .

What other explanation can be given? The
writer would suggest that the *“angel ” (or mes-
senger, cf. Haggai 1.13) was the lcading brother
in-each assembly, whom the Lord held responsible
for the due order of a * house of God.” It is
_quite true that assemblies bad * bishops and
deacons * in these early days, but-there was one
particular  person at Ephesys, for example,
namely, Timothy, to whom Paul committed the
general oversight of the assembly -in that city,
Note 1 Timothy 5.19-22. *“ Do the work of an
evangelist . . . for I am now ready to be offercd *
(2 Tim. 4.5.6). Titus also had a special respon-
sibility for the work of God in Crete (Titus 1.5).
Is not this the key to the problem? The word
“evangelist " contains within it the word
“angel,” and though it may not prove the point
now being put forward (without dogmatism), it is
not without significance,

To the writer this interpretation seems the
simplest, at is does not involve the difficulties
to be met with in the other two suggested explana-
tions. He is not aware of any other views on
who are * the angels of the churches,” but he
assumes that those assemblies really existed in
Asia Minor in John’s time, and that the epistles
contain Tinstruction and warning for assemblics
and those called of God to leadership therein
(Heb. 13.7.17.24) for all time. Saints should not
let prejudice prevent them from praying that scrip-
tural assemblies may be supplied with godly

* pastors and teuachers,” and recognising them and
loving them * for their works' sake,” when they
are, in mercy, given of God.

—

THE SERVANT OF THE LORD MUST NOT
STRIVE
2 Timothy 2.24
Percy W, Heward

We would not deal now with the believer'’s
privilege of sutfering, and of shewing grace amiu
afl, ‘That’is a very great privilege, and we need
to illustrate more fully tho holy paticnce of our
precious Lord. We are to practice self-denial, not
self-defence. Right, not * rights,” must be prayer.
fully emphasized. * For unto you it ig given in
the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him,
but also to suffer for His sake * (Phil. 1.29). Here
is a solemn, yet encouraging messags. Th
hcavenly calling iovolves a true ‘separatedne
from the world’s ideals, and a real committal
all one's needs unto the Lord.

But the words before us seem to have a m
sage with respect to conversation, The belic
is surrounded by those who wish either to ig
differences or to quarrel. Both sing mus

- judged in himself,

The primary reference is to Timothy in his .
sponsible position, but the principle applies much
further, and do we not long that the Holy Spirit
may apply it with power to our own hearts 7

A controversial spirit is aguinst our gracious
Lord. We must contend carnestly, but there is o

. need for meekness. We must not provoke, except

to love and good works, It is easy to0 become
angry, but we dishonour our Heavenly Father,” "
and is not this grievous? 1

The preceding verse (2 Tim. 2.23) shews that
we are called to avoid anything which leads 1o
* wordy strife.” We are responsible for the effect
of our actions, If we present truth in a bitter
way, we misrepresent truth, and are to be blamed
for the bitterness displayed by those attacking
truth. We must not reply, * Others should not
become impatient,” anymore than, in another
context, * Others should not stumble.”

How we want grace, therefcse, to choose topics
of conversation that God may be glorified, und
that, while there is no compromise, we may be
drawn consciously nearer to our beloved Lord in
fellowship with others who are His, though they
be in errors as to which He has opened our eyes!
We have nothing whereof to boast, and cannot be
too gentle. Gentleness is mot weakness, is not
indulgence. How we need the guidance of the .
Holy Spirit to avoitl both extremes. Nor will He -
fail us. Continued on page 4
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS

A LETTER TO A YOUNG BELIEVER ON
BAPTISM

My Dear Young Friend,

How glad I am to be told by you that you
are trusung in the Lord Jesus as your personal
Saviour. And still more I rejoice to know that you
desirc to obey Him by being baptized.

Let me «ry and explain in a simple way what
baptism is. . .

First, you must know that the word is not rcally
an English word. It is Greek, the language in
which the New Testament was first written, The
word means to “sink™ or to place right under-
ncath the water, So that to have a proper bap-
tism, there must be cnough water for the person
to be quite covered by it. Of course, if one

'ere left there, he would drown, but therc is a
yming up as well as a going down,

We read of the Lord Jesus, when He was bap-

ed, coming up out of the water (Matt. 3,16,

'tk 1.10). Also, in Acts 8.38.39, we read, “they

t down both into the water . . . and he bap-
-him; and when they were come up out of the
r” John baptized in Aenon near Salim, be-

.. » there was much water there (John 3.23).

-hen wo must ask, what kind of people were
baptized. In Matthew 3.6, they were people who
confessed their sins. So they were those who re-
pented. Peter, on the day of Pentecost, said,
* Repent, and be baptized." And this was said (o0
persongs who were *‘ pricked in their heart,” and
who “ gladly reccived his word " (Acts 2.37-41).
Read through the book of Acts, and you will find
that, where people trusted in Christ as their
Saviour, thoy were baptized the same day. In
Samaria (Acts 8.12) Paul (Acts 9.18) Cornelius
and his friends (Acts 10.48). Lydia (Acts 16.15),
the jailor (Acts 16.33), the Corinthians (Acts 18.8).
Here you see the right order, * hearing, believed,
and were baptized.”

Why did the servants of God baptize all who
had faith in the Lord Jesus ? Because they were
doing what the Lord told them (Matt, 28.18-20.
Mark 16.15.16). '

What does baptism teach us? First, that we
deserve to be punished because of our sins; we
deserve to die, Secondly, that Christ died and was
buried, and He suffered in our stead. When He
was crucified, all His pcople were crucified with
Him. We were not alive then, because that was
nineteen hundred and more years ago, but our
sins were laid on Christ, for God foresaw all the
wrong we would be and do. So, in God’s sight,
we died with Christ, But dead people have to

be buried, so we read, “ We aro buried with Him

by baptism ™ (Rom. 6.4). Yet we are not left
down in the water, because we are to “ walk in
newness of life.” Therefore we must be raised up
out of the water, * like as Christ was raised from
the dead,”

Thirdly, our whole body is put under the water,
because we are to reckon ourselves to be dead
unto sin (Rom. 6.11) and we come out of the
water with our whole body, for we are to reckon
ourselves alive to God, and all our members are to
be for Him (Rom. 6.13.19).

Baptism in itsclf does not do us any good.
It is but a picture of death and resurrection. It
cannot wash away our sins, but if a saved person
obeys the Lord by being baptized, he or she will
be blest because God loves obedience.

No one ought to come to the Lord’s Table

, without first being baptized, and no one ought to

‘be baptized until he or she knows the Lord Jesus

as Saviour. Yours in- Christ,
: by grace,
E. KIRK.
Baptized—a simple thing! .

A moment, it is done!
Why should this act much glory bring
Unto the Graoious One?

It is His Own decree,
And, therefore, must be great.
Why should His saints rebellious be,
Or, thoughtless, dare to wait?

Baptized, we seck to shew
How Christ our judgment bore,
That we, now hating sim, would know
His wishes, more and more.
Baptized, we would suggest
Our separated place,
And own how richly we are blest,
And all by sovereign grace.

—_—

The Servant of the Lord Must Not Strive
Continued from previous page

The verse before us also implies, “ It is not
necessary for the servant of God to strive.” The
belicver does fiot depend on human methods for
the emphasizing of that which he holds dear.
Argument may seem forcible when it employs
extravagant language, and overbearing self-
exaltation may carry weight. But we are not re-
duced to such sinful cxpedients. Our gracious God
liveth. It is His work to turn a soul from dark-
ness to light. We are but instruments, Herein is
our honour, and we losc if we seck to honour
ourselves. We can well leave the results with One
Who is altogether wise, and wondrously gracious.
It is necessary to please Him, but not necessary to
gain adherents, as if to ourselves. He alone is to

be exalted.

P.W.H.
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THE DEITY OF CHRIST

IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Introduction

It will have been noticed, by readers of the
recent booklet, *“ The Deity of Christ,” that the
author apparently intended to show how the book
of Revelation bears witness to the Deity of the
Lord Jesus Christ. As no manuscripts bearing on
this aspect have been found among the author’s
papers, it is hoped that the following essay may
supply, in some small measure, the omission,

This book of Scripture is described as * An
Unveiling of Jesus Christ which God gave to
Him,” and igcluded in the revelation is testimony
to His Deity. This is seen in more than one way,
among which are dssertion, allusion, appropria-
tion of Divine Names and attributes, and asso-
ciation of ideas.

The Deity of Christ asserted

“] am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the ending, saith the Lord, Which is, and Which
was, and Which is to come” (1.8). It may be
that the word * Lord,” which somefimes trans-
lates “ Jehovah,” in quotations from the carlier
part of Scripture, denotes the “ Lord God of
Israel.” Let this be granted; even so, three verses
on, the great voice speaks, “I am Alpha and
Omega, the First and the Last; I am He That
liveth, and became dead, and, behold, I am alive
for evermore” (1.11-17, 18). ThusalsoHe speaksin
His message to the angel of the church at Smyrna
(2.8). He declares Himself to be Son of God (2.18,
compare John 5.18) and “ The beginning of the
creation of God " (3.14, compare Col. 1.15-17).

* His Name is called the Word of God " (19.13).
Here is a plain reference back to John I, “ The
Word was God.” ,

In chapter 21.6, we again read the words of
“ Him That sat on the throne,” “ I am Alpha and
Omega, the Beginning and the Ending.”” Verse 7
suggests it is God the Father Who is speaking, but
in.ch. 22.13, it is surely the Lord Jesus Who saith
(see verse 16), “ T am Alpha and Omega, the Be-
gining and the Bnd, the First and the Last.” More-
over, He is not only the offspring of David, but
the Root (5.5 and 22.16),

Appropriation of Divine Names and Attributes

. This has largely been considered in the fore-
going lines, But other numes by which the Lord
Jesus is called remind, for cxample, of Psalm 2,
wherein “ My King " and * My Son " describe the
Same Person, in Whom trust is to be placed—
surely an attribute of Deity, Thus He is called in
the book of Revelation, “ The First-begotten of
the dead and the Prince of the kings of the earth,”
(1.5). Chapter 2.26.27 also contains an allusion
to the psalm. “ He is Lord of Lords and King of
Kings ” (17.14) and has His “ Name written, King
of Kings and Lord of lords ™ (19.16). Hence, when
the seventh angel sounds, * The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and
ever ” (11.15), it is notcworthy that in the next two
verses, He Who is said to have taken His great
power and reigned is the Lord God, the Almighty.

Closely associated with such power and autho-
rity is the executing of judgment, which the Father
has wholly committed to the Son (John 5.22), Who
is Himself God. Hence, in this last book of Scrip-
ture, we find Him executing judgment: surely an
allusion to His Deity. It is not only that He will
act in wrath against His enemies, but He judges
even now His saints. The epistles to the churches
make this evident. He scrutiniscs the works of the
* angels,” and He knows the motives which actu-
ate them. He has the sharp sword with two edges
(2.12.16 cf. Heb. 4.12), He * hath His eyes like
unto a flame of fire” (2.18). “I am He Which
searcheth the reins and hearts ” (2.23 cf. Ps. 7.9
and Jer, 11.20). He has the right and the power
to remove a candlestick out of its place. Solemn
thought and heart-searching, if there is merely “ a
name to live "

“In righteousness He doth judge and make
war " (19.11) and the same sword that deals chas-
teningly with the failures of saints, will smite th'c.
nations in anger. “ The wrath of Almighty God
(19.15) is “the wrath of the Lamb,” and are not
the words of ch. 6.10 addressed to Him, since it is
He Who opens the scals?

ho possessions of the Lord, as revealed in 't}}is
bog also imply Deity. He has the seven Spirits
of God (3.1 and 5.6 compare 1.4 and .[ohn }‘6.7).
He speaks of “My Name,” “My faith,” *“My
faithful martyr,” “ My word,” * the word of My
patience,” * Buy of Me,” “My voice.” If these
are examined in their contexts (chs. 2 and 3) the
conclusion that they jindicate Deity seems ines-
capable. So also does His dispensing of rewards
and chastisements.

From chapter 4.8 it scems clear that the Lamb
is worshipped, and we may proceed to noticp—
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The Close Association of God Ahnighty and the
Lamb

This aspect of the truth upon which we are
meditating has much impressed the writer. Let
the passages be quoted in full, * Salvation to our
God Which sitteth upon the throne and unto the
Lamb ™ (7.10).

“These were redeemed from among men,
being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb ”
(14.4).

“And 1 saw no temple therein; for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the
moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did
lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light thercof ”
(21.23).

“ And he shewed mc a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne
of God und of the Lamb ” (22.1).

" And there shall be no more curse; but the
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and
His servants shall serve Him: and they shall sce
His face: and His name shall be in their fore-
heads "’ (22.3.4).

It might be contended that the proximity of the
Names, ** God " and * the Lamb * does not prove
the Deity of the Lamb, but one verse should dis-
pose of this objection, namely the word * temple
in the singular. There are not two temples, but
one; also it is *“ Him” not “ Them,” * His,” not
“Theirs ™ in the fifth quotation above. Indeed,
it seems impossible to escape the conclusion that
these passages assume an cquality, - Otherwise,
thero would be inconsistency with other declara-
tions of God, Who says, ‘ To whom will ye liken
Me, and make Me equal, and compare Me, that
we may be like 7 (Isa, 46.5 and other passages).

The Word of God and the Witness of Jesus

Here again, the Deity of Christ may be in-
ferred from the association of ideas in the Book
of Revelation. Let the words themsclves speak.

* Who bare record of the Word of God, and ot
the Testimony of Jesus Christ ™" (1.2),

* For the Word of God, and for the Tecstimony
of Jesus” (1.9). .

“ The remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the Testimony of
Jesus " (12.17).

“ Here is the patience of the saints: here are
they that keep the commandments of God, and
the faith of Jesus* (14.12).

“T am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren
that have the Testimony of Jesus; worship God;
for the Testimony of Jesus is the spirit of pro-
phecy ” (19.10). .

“ Beheaded for the Witness of Jesus, and for the
Word of God.” (20.4),

Thus the Word of God and the Testimony of
Jesus are linked together in a way which suggests
an equal authority. Moreover, the sevenfold, “He
that hath an car, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches ”* (Chs. 3 and 4) corrobor-
ates, The letters are indited by the Son of Man,
through John, but they are also what the Spirit
saith,

It would seem, then, that it is the purpose of God
in this closing book, written by express command,
to stress, among other things, the Deity of Him
Who is called the “ Son of Man,” and many times
by the Name * Jesus.” Truly, His humiliation is
not overlooked. He is the One once “ pierced,
the * Lamb as it had been slain,” Who * loosed us
from our sins in His Own blood,” Whp rcdecmed
to God by His blood.” The great multitude which
no man can number * have washed their robe's,
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
In the midst of all the glories of heaven, the cost
of the redemption of the clect will never b‘t‘! for-
gotten, but He Who made the atonement 1s God
over all, blessed for ever.” .

The Lord refresh our hearts and minds as we
read this precious * Revelation of Jesus Christ,
and enable us to render Him the WOfShIB whlqh
is paid by myriads “before the throne™ set In
heaven.

——

Inspired Words, Inspected.
No. 38

“For if by one man’s offecnce decath reigned
by one; much more they which reccive abund-
ance of grace and of the gift of righteousncss
shall reign in life by One Jesus Christ. Therefore
as by the offence of one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the rightcous-
ness of One the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.” Romans 5.17.18.

It will be noticed that the words * Judgment
came” and “free gift came ” are in italics, indi-
cating that they are not in the Greek text.

FOR (gar); conjunction, second word in sen-
tence, its usual position,

IF (ei): conditional conjunction.

BY (no scparatc word, but the dative case of
“ offence " is used to denote instrumentality).

ONE MAN'S (tou henos); article and noun,
masculine, genitive, from * heis, mia, hen (onc).
Lit., “of the one” (that is, Adam).

OFFENCE (toi paraptomati); article and
noun, dative (of instrument): from “ paraptoma ”
(neuter), compounded from * para” (aside) and
“ptoma” (a fall), Literally. “the fall aside

a e
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(that is, whoir Adam transgressed in Eden).

DEATH (ho thanatos); article and noun, mas-
culine, nominative, * The death,” The article
may indicate what God said would result from
disobeying His law, * Dying thou shalt die.”

REIGNED (ebasileusen); verb, aorist, from
“ basileuo ” (I am King, 1 reign over). Interest-
ingly, Death seems to be called, *“the King of
terrors ** (Job 18.14). Fear of death held old
time Saints in bondage.

BY (dia): preposition, here governing the geni-
tive case. Translate, ** through.”

ONE (tou henos); as above, referring to Adam.

MUCH (polloi); adjective, dative, singular from
* polus ” (much, many). Lit. * by much.”

MORE (mallon); adverb, comparative of
“ mala” (very), meaning more, or rather, The
same phrase occurs in Phil. 1.23,

THEY THAT RECEIVE (hoi lambanontes):
article and participle, masculine, nominative
plural; from * lambano ” (I take or receive), Lit.
*“The ones receiving.” In the text, the words
* abundance . . . righteousness ™ come between the
arti- le and participle.

ABUNDANCE (ten perisseian); article and
nnun, accusative, feminine, from * perisseia ™
#.bundance, overflow, superabundance). The
" overflowing " of grace is mentioned in verse 20.
Y, OF GRACE (tes charitos); noun and article,
geritive feminine, from *“charis” (grace); “the
grace,” that is, what has been spoken of in pre-
vious verses,

AND (kai); conjunction.

OF THE GIFT (tes doreas); article and noun,
feminine, genitive, from “ dorea ™ (a gift), derived
from * didomi” (I give),

OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (tes
article and noun, feminine, genitive, from
 dikaiosune ™ (righteousness). “ The righteous-
ness,” that is, what has previously boen spoken
of. The “gift” consists of * the righteousness.”

SHALL REIGN (basileusousin); verb, future;
third person, plural, from * basileuo ” (see above).
Saints are now “a Kingdom, priests unto God ”
(Rev. 1.6) and shall * live and reign ”* (Rev. 20.4).

IN (en); preposition governing dative case.

LIFE (zoci); noun, feminine, dative, from zoe
Qlife). These last two words precede * shall reign,”
so are in emphasis.

BY (dia); see above,

ONE (tou henos); sece above. * The One™ con-
trasted with Adam. Thus are brought before us
the two federal headships.

JESUS CHRIST (Tesou Christou): proper
nouns. genitive, in apposition with * The One.”

THERRFORE (ara oun); “ara ™ an illative,

dikaiosunes);

that is, inferential, particle, *“Ouv” is a con-
junction, also used illatively, so strengthening the
inferential iden, May be rendered, *so then,”
* wherefore.” Paul uscs these words frequently.
See for example, in this epistle, chs, 7.3.28, 8.12,
9.16.18, 14.12.19,

AS (hos); relative adverb,

BY (di’); preposition dia followed by a genitive.
“A " is dropped because the next word begins
with a vowel,

THE OFFENCE (paraptamatos); noun, geni-
tive, See above for derivation, no article,

OF ONE (henos); sce above,

These last three words can be translated,
* through one offence.”

JUDGMENT CAME (not in text),

UPON (eis); preposition, ** into ™ governed by
accusative, .

ALL (pantas); adjective, accusative, plural,
from * pas, pasa, pan.”

MEN (anthropous); noun, masculine, accusa-
tive, plural, from * anthropos.”

TO (cis); * into* (see above).

CONDEMNATION (katakrima); noun, ncuter,
accusative:; compoundcd from * kata "™ (down or
against) and ** krima * (judgment) meaning * judg.
ment against ” or * condemnation.” ¢ word
occurs in ch. 8.1,

Although there seem to be words missing, the
thought is clear. The result of the one offence hag
penetriated * unto” the whole human race, and
brought the whole * irto condemnation.”

EVEN SO (houtos kai); lit.,  thus also,” which
expression leads one to expect a certain paral.
lelism. v

BY (di'); sec above.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS (dikaiomadtos); noun,
neuter, singular, from * dikaioma" (righteous.
ness). Nouns ending in *ma” signify a * pro-
duct or state,” a * thing done,” the passive object,
Hence we may regard this word as denoting a
production, ** a rightcousness made.”

OF ONE (hcnos); sec above. These last three
words may be rendered, “ through one righteous-
ness made,” that is of the Lord Jesus, who was
obedient in life and unto death,

THE FREE GIFT CAME (not in text),

UPON (eis); see above.

ALL MEN (pantas anthropous); see abave,

UNTO (eis): see above.

JUSTIFICATION (dikaiosin); noun, feminine,
singular, accusative, from * dikaiosis " (a justify-
ing or declaring righteous); nouns {n *“sis ™ de.
note that which is in process. The word is onlv
found elsewhere once, in Rom, 4.25, * Dikaioma *

Continued on page 12
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THE HEALING OF NAAMAN
A Signal instance of Divine Sovercignty

Introduction

Man by nature has an intense aversion to the
sovercignty of God. Even religious man hates this
fact, fundamental as it is, and would fain explain
it away. The Lord Jesus, in the synagogue at
Nazarcth, told His hearers that, although there
were widows and lepers in Israel, yet God chose
a Gentile woman and a Gentile man to receive
blessing, passing the Israelites by, They might
have known that their nation, in the days of Elijah
and Elisha, were in a sadly apostate condition, yeu
they were * filled with wrath” on hearing the
Lord’s word, and would have destroyed Him.
They realised the import of His message, for,
although they belonged to an * Elect ™ nation,
to be reminded of God's choico of some outside
that nation was abhorrent to them, It is not less
so today, particularly to * religious” man, The
world has never been other than it was when
Christ “ was in the world, and the world was
made by Him, and the world knew Him not.” “Men
of this world " today trouble themselves little, if
at all, about the things of God yet, if electing grace
is so much as mentioned, so that its significance
is in some mecasure understood, it will call forth
opposition and possibly angry dissent. Although

the record of Naaman in 2 Kings, chapter 5, is so -

well known, it will surely encourage our hearts to
trace the working of Omnipotence in the life of

that favoured man.
The Coming Short of Human Goodliness

There is much about Naaman that is very attrac-
tive. He was not only personally valorous, but

a most efficient general, and in great favour with .

his master. His King and his country were par-
ticularly dear to him. Not only so, but the way
in which his servants addressed him,” *“My
father,” would indicate that he was respected, per-
haps loved, in his houschold. Was he not an ex-
ample of a honourablc man of the world, such
as we sometimes. meet, and such as we would
long to see come into heavenly blessing ?

Yet he had a most serious defect. Concluding
the description of his character are the words,
“a leper.” Here was something that marred, that
clouded the life, and .prevented the full enjoyment
of his many privileges. And is that not morally so
with man ? * All sinned and are coming short of
the glory of God.” * Then Jesus beholding him
loved him and said unto him, One thing thou
lackest.” How solemn are the words of James.
“For whosoever shall keep the whole law. and
vet offend in one point, he is guilty of all (Rom,
3.23, Mark 10.21, James 2.10). If any reader can
se¢ himself pictured thus, let him know that there

is hope only in the Perfect One, Who knew no
sin, and * was made sin " for such helpless sinners
as all are by nature.

God’s enemy by race and nature

Not only was there imperfection in Naaman
personally, but he was in association with those
who were the cnemies of Isracl, still God’s people,
though sadly astray. The little maid had been
captured during a raid on the land of Israel, and
even after Naaman had been so blessed, the same
Syrians warred against Israel (ch. 6.8.24). More-
over, his people were idolators, worshippers of
Rimmon, Thus is symbolised the state of all men
by nature and by practice, * Born in sin and
shapen in iniquity,” they cven think it right to do
things contrary to God,

An Elect Vessel of M

The words of the Lord Jesus in Luke 4 make
this fact very clcar, but. the narrative will bear
close inspection and reveal how precious is the
Lord's Counsel. '

First, the victory gained on behalf of Syria (2
Kings 5.1) is said to be by the LORD, a most
remarkable statement, showing how He does inter-
vene on* behalf of seemingly unworthy ones, even
those who have no knowledge of Him,. nor
acknowledge the favour thus shown, TIs not this
fact abundantly illustrated in the favoured laad
wherein we dwell ?

But is it not also truc that the Divine favo .s
are not recognised by the nation, and no thanks
are rendered to God for his kindness? Further,
is it not also a fact that God deals providentially
with His elect ere they come to know Him, and in
a way that leads up to an experience of His saving
graco ?

Another factor in thc Divine plan for Naaman
is his having become a leper. This was absolutely
needful in order to lead him to a knowledge of
the True God (2 King:5.15). Painful though it
was, distressing and depressing, it was a nccessary
link in the out working of God’s decrece. There
was no neced to tell him of his state, He knew it
and felt it, So with the conscious sinner, ere he
is brought to the Saviour,

Continuing, a further link in the chain was the
capture of the little maid of Israel. Who can know
how deep was the distress of her parents and other
relatives 7 Why thus should she be cut off from
her land and people at so tender an age ? But
God, Who is in control of all.events, foreordained
this captivity, as the results so clearly show, He
‘ worketh all things after the counsel of His Own
will ” (Eph. 1.11). .

Divinely Chosen Instruments

First, a little maid (see 1 Cor. 1.26-29), but

notice her selfleemags, compassion, fuith, Her
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testimony was bright, her service was cheerful
seemingly rendered without resentment or repining:
On the contrary, the compassion-of her young
heart for the afflicted master made her long for
his healing, - Above all, she possessed a simple,
living faith, There was no hesitancy, no * may-
bes,” no mere probabilities, The prophet would
recover him of his leprosy. The remarkable thing
is that this child had never seen Elisha heal a
leper. The Lord’s words (Luke 4) make that clear.
How then explain such faith except that it was of
the inworking of God? Dear fellow-believers,
have we such qualities in this more favoured da
of grace? Do we yearn over the sin-stricken wi
unselfish compassion and camestncss? Have we
such full confidencé in our Saviour, mighty to
save ? What a Gospel we have to preach! O
that we may, as the little maid, by daily life and
lip bear a loving faitbful witness to Him Who is
abloe to save to the uttermost.

The testmony borne by the little maid was fruit- ‘

ful up to a point. It led to the arrival of Naaman
in Samaria. Then it seemed as if all had been in
vain. But God is never defeated. He had a
further instrument ready to his hand, 'in the ser-
vants of the great general. How gracious were
their words, and how effective! But it was all of
grace, all of God’s working.
. The thought arises, however, would you or I,
dear fellow-labourer, be willing to see others reap
where we had sown; to see souls, who had first
‘been roused to concern through some word spoken
by us, led to the Saviour through the instrumen-
tality of another? Yet such must often be the
case. Did not the Lord say to His disciples, * One
soweth and another reapeth. 1 sent you to reap
that whereon yo bestowed no labour: other men
laboured, and ye are entered into their labours.”
(John 4.37.38)7 . '
' The Obedience of Faith
In regard to the great matter of salvation, men
make sad mistakes, Sometimes, in the over-
ruling of God, these are ex rienced -ere the full
light of truth shines into the heart. So it was
with Naaman. First, ho was sent to the wrong
man, the King of Isracl. No doubt it seemed
more fitting to go to the King rather than to a
despised prophet. Thenthe man himself desired
the wrong placo—the waters of Damascus.
National pride intrudes. Further, he manifested a
wrong spirit—* He turned and went away in a
rage.” How long-sufferiag is our God! By the
gentle persuasion of his servants, all the errors
and the pride were swept aside. He obeyed, hav-
ing faith in the word of the prophet, and proved
the truth of the promise of God through the
mouth of His servant. ’

It is interesting to note that the Septuagint, in 2
Kings 5.14 uses the word *baptize.” When
Naaman dipped himself seven times in Jordan,
what are we to understand but that he immersed
his whole body? Was he not wholly unclean when
he went down into the water and was he pot
wholly clean when he emerged the seventh time?
“ His flesh came again like unto the flesh of a
little child, and he was clean.” Thus, we have,
not only a confirmation that “baptize” means
“ immerse,” but we have also advance teaching,
so to say, of the meaning of baptism today.
Naaman rose up to a new life, in the naturgl
sense. Believers who are baptized at the pre-
sent time, risc to “ walk in newness of life”
(Romans 6). Thus they show, by a Divinely com-
manded symbolic act,.what they have expericnced
spiritually, namely a death unto sin, and the
quickening which is of the spirit.

Salvation is Free

Not only was Naaman instantly healed, but the
cure was complete, He began u new life, physi-
cally. Did he enter into a spiritual experience? If
would seem so from his words, *Now Ycknow that
there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel.”
“Thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt..
offering nor sacrifico unto other gods, but the
LORD.” Thus he expressed gratitude to God for
His mercy.

. He would, however, show hjs thankfulness by
offering a gift to BElisha, This was steadfastly
refused, for the gift of God is “ without money
and without price.” To have accepted a gift would *
have marred the type. Gehazi sinfully misrepre-

sented his master, and spoiled the testimony. How

solemn was the chastisement, and what a \ arning
ing! The Lord prescrve His servants from so
dishonouring Him and thus hindering themselves
from further service!

Conclusion

As already mentioned, this true piece of his-
tory, given by inspiration of God, is one of the
best known of Scripture narratives, Yet the trac-
ing out of the sovereign working of an Omnipo-
tent God, such as here so plainly appears, is ever
a joy to the diligent student of Scripture. The
immutable counsel of God is a part of truth so
interwoven with the holy writings, that it is mar-
vellous that any one can read them without per-
ceiving the fact.” God’s purpose was that Naaman,
by nature ignorant of Himself should come to
know Him, and, as the narrative shows, that pur-.
pose came to fruition. “Now I know that there
is no God in all the carth, but in Isracl.” What
is the design of saving mercy but that its sub-

~ jects should enter into a knowledgoe of God? “This:
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is life cternal, that they might know Thee, the
Only True God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou
hast sent ™ (John 17.3, and notice the words,” as
many as Thou hast given Him > in verse 2). The
confidence of Naumnan seems parallel to that of
the once-blind man, * One thing 1 know, that,
whercay I was blind, now I see.” The revelation
of the Son of God led to worship (John 9.38) ana
such fruit was also seen in Naaman (2 Kings 5.17).
Let there be praises 1o Him who saith “ My coun-
sel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure ”
(Isa. 46.10),

—_——

- * »
“To him that esteemeth anything to be unclean,
to him it is unclean.”—Romans 14. 14, .
This verse sets forth an important principle.
The apostle does not assert that sin is not * un-
clean In itself.” He is spcaking of material things,
and of meats and so forth. Some Gnostics taught
that “ matter ” was essentially evil: the deadly
effect of such teaching in excusing sin can be
realized.  Further, the inspired words, rightly
understood, witness against the sin of so-called
“Christian Science.” * Esteeming anything un-
clean” docs not refer to moral and invisible
things: scarch the whole context, and all will be-
come clear as to the Holy Spirit’s meaning, And
the verse assumes, too, that * things” do exist.
“ Christian Science " takes hold of part of truth as
the ground-work for a ocolossal lie. The misuscd
part of truth is, however, important, namely,
thoughts have a powerful influence, and effect the
character of things, and bring blessing or harm
thereby. But sin is a fact, “sin is Jawlessness ”

(1 fohn 3. 4).

Observe that whereas * estecming unclean ” can
make a thing unclean, * estceming right ™ is not
said to make evil good. * Woe unto them that
call evil good, and good evil™ (Isa. 5. 20),—
meaningless words, alas, to some. It is easy to
spoil a right action by a wrong motive, but a
“right motive ” cannot be pleaded to sanctify
sin. The message of Haggai 2. 12, 13 is impres-
sive. In the type. holiness was not contagious,
but unholiness was. And we catch diseases, not
health, If a thing is “ probably " right, but we
are not sure, let us stand still till we know more

Ct‘mlnued on page 12
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REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE

Let us mark the Limitations of Psalm 66. 18.
Only those ‘*IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
acoording to Hebrews 10. 22, can CONTINUE in
prayer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS-
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.
1. For those in authority (Rom. 18. 1, 1 Tim, 2. 14).
The times are solemn: our ** politics » remain
heavenly (“ citizenship,” Phil. 8. 20), but our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10).
2. For Israel—scattered, peeled, confused—that God
may see in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isa. 62. 6, 7), and that Psalm 122. 6 and
Jeremiah 51. 50 may be a reality to us.
8. For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants and
difficulties, particularly in other lands.

" THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD

4. For saints on the Continent, and their many diffi.
. culties, including persecution and
6. For troubled China,‘and the trials of God's servanis
*_in that land, and for saints in war-stricken Korea,
the Lord’s work eotrusted to us, in this and
other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never gettls
down or slacken (Gen, 49, 24, Phil. 8. 14)—with
spetial remembrance of Staniey Luce (Canada and

U.S.A. temporarily), F. A. Franco (Argentina and

arcund Uruguay, Brazil, elc.), E. Luiz (Switzer-

land), D. Werner (Germauy). Continze to prayfor
the Lord’senabling if He will, of additional fellow
workers for S. America, and the translatiog of

Scripture,

7. The growth of literacy, opening doors both to
evangelical and ideological literature, in many
lands.

8. For aged believers, that Issiah 46. 4 and Psalm 92
14 may be realised. -

9. For God's blessing in families (*“ Thou and thy
house ), and that many * little ones ' may
believe in Christ (Matt, 18, 6).

10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
fellow saints.

6. For

_@__
INSPIRED WORDS INSPECTED

Comtinued from page 7
(see above) is found also in Rom, 1.32,'2.26, 51.6,

OF LIFE (zoes); noun, feminine, genitive (see
above). Thus * justification ” is shown to be
linked with “life.” “ Dikaioma ” js the finished
work of Christ: “ dikaiosis ” js the process now
going on, as the elect are one by one convicted
of sin by the Holy Spirit, and are led by the
Same Spirit to look to Christ only for salvation.
The parallelism of the last clause with that pre-
ceding is clear. Yet the phrase “ all mep * has
a limited meaning in the second instance, inas-
much as only those who believe are justified and
live. Cf. the “ alls” of 1 Cor. 15.22. There is no
such thing as * universalism !” taught in Scrip-
ture.

——
Continuned from page 10

definitely God’s will. Playing with conscience is
a deadly game, and the Holy Spirit warns against
it. May our hearts receive the gracious warning,
and be preserved from Saul’s hastiness: * With-
draw thine hand.” “They waited not for His
counsel  is a saddening description: but blessed
is the one who hears the Lord, waiting at the
posts of His doors, P.WH.
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theories which set aside “grace” in another

slightly different way. If there be anything in the-

elect one, before he is quickened, whigh is well-
pleasing to God in the sphere of His righteous-
ness, “ dead works ” are not so repulsive after all,
and repentance from them would be unsatisfac-
tory (Heb. 6.1).
once. Why are we children of God; why are we
now believing; did we do anything first; what was
it? How hateful the very suggestion should be!

But salvation by grace has a train of precious
inferences. Redeemed by the precious blood of
Christ, His people are in Him for ever. Their
obedience is not merely an earthly effort, but an
expression of a new life. Thus, praise and holi-
ness are shut in, and boasting is_shut out. May
it be our joy to acknowledge this, to the praise

of the glory of God’s grace. :
i P. W. HEWARD.

AN ADDRESS ON \TIjE OCCASION OF A
MARRIAGE

The Lord Jesus, “ Who is over all, ‘God blessed
for ever,” the Only-begotten, who is from ever-
lasting, is truly Man—
His “ delights were with. the sons of men,” and
this is seen from the evident pleasure that was
His in the company He sought at the godly home
‘of Bethany. * Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus.” His own home at Nazareth,
“where He was brought up,” was sanctified by

. His presence, though, indeed, His brethren did
not believe in Him. Among 'His last words are
-those to John concerning Mary His mother; in
loving obedience, “ that dis®iple took her- to hls
own home.”

The holy land shou]d have been a home to |

Him, but “ He came to His own (home) and His
own (people) received Him not” He was '“a
Stranger in the earth.” Heaven was His home
and in spirit He ever was there. “ The Word was
with (at home with) God.” Thither Hé ascended
when His work her&—l-hs redeeming and atoning
work—was finished.
went to God.”

~ But in all His dealmgs with those whose flesh
He had assumed, His glory shone forth. “We
beheld His glory,” says John in behalf of all-the
disciples. ““This beginning of miracles did Jesus
in Cana of Galilee and manifested forth His

w.
gm‘b)»’hat a privilege for. the young bridal pair in

that village to have such a happy beginning to"

their wedded life! “ Both Jesus was called,. and
His disciples, to the marriage.” He was no unin-

.

Let our pride be laid low at

< God manifest in flesh.”.

‘keep of your homes,

“He came from God and

BT
i

vited, unexpected guest, He wasthere in tht-
acceptableness of His person, .loved, - revered,
respected. So were His disciples, for those wha
were His friends ‘were welcomed for His -sake,
And should not this love.be ever shown by saint
to saint? “ Every one that loveth Him.that ;

loveth him also that is begotten of Him.”

Dear young friends, you can only- be supremely
happy, and your home sanctified,. by the presence
of the Lord Jesus, and by fellowship wnth those
who love and revere Him. .

It was a happy thing, too, for‘them. that the
Lord’s mother was there. She did not know all
that was in His heart, and even suffered a mild
rebuke from her Holy Son, yet her confidence-in
me was such that she could say to the servants,

“ Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.” -

By a word from Him, plain water, usefulaa
that is, became “ wine that maketh glad the heart

- of man.” The ruler of-the feast knew not whence

it was;” “but the servants.which drew .the water

. knew.”. Would we enter into the secret, of the
Lord? That is ible if we-do whatsoever He.
saith. . Let us our vessels * up to the brim,”

that is obey Him fully, and we, hike “the sérvants,
shall have the exquisite joy of bearing blessings to
those who know not the source of those blessings,
but may, by the grace of God, come. into. the con-
scious enjoyment of them. -

Moreover, who but the Lord Jesus can so bless
the simplest of earth as to cause them to
wear an aspect of heavenly winsomeness.

Household duties may seem irksome and un-
attracnve at times, but the realised- and enjoyed
presence of the Lord Jesus can transform them

‘so that the heart can be glad :in the very doing

ofthem,lustasﬂnen'eecastmtothewawrsspf
Marah changed the bitter into the sweet. -
.Married sisters, who have. to endure. the dmly

-absence of your husbands for several hours whilst

theyareearnmgﬂntwhmhmsneedtulfoctheup-
listen - to the voice of one
whq was herself a wife and brought up

children,
* Whatsoever He saith unto: you; do i't.” Words

especially for . you -are found. in- Holy -Seripture,
ourablo

Yours:is an hon
sufficient to glorify God therein. -

Like Mary, you may have your nms of annety
as' to things needful for the body; your cares  are

-not for yourselves, but; also like her, for others. ,

But her Lord, whoknewthcneedbeforeshewas

aware of it, is ‘your Lord, and will provide. -

May God grant - that - you, . now mnited in.
wedlock may find “ the best is yet to be.” The
wine of the Kingdom is being kept in store for'
you, as for us. May" each day, month, anﬂ _‘yenr‘

Contmnell on mext page

estate, andthetelsgmce
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1

;not éconn‘ection (a séqﬁemial bne) between “bear-  BUT (de); see ai:dve

-ing aside ™ and * missing a mark? ”
«/ SO (houtos); adverb, “ thus.”
BY (dia); as above, which see,
- THE OBEDIENCE (hupakoes); note the differ-
‘ence in the prefixes of the two words. Here

. “akoe ” has the prefix “ hupo > (uader) hence “a -

-hearing under,” that is, with subjection. Thus
was characterized the life of the Lord Jesus, Who
came to do the Father’s will, hearing His voice

:lwtaﬁls. See Isaiah 50.4.5. He was obedient unto
eath,

. OF ONE (tou henos); see above. “Of the One,”

‘that is Chtist,

MANY (hoi polloi); see above, ' But there.is a
difference, as the “alls” of 1 Cor. 1522. The
whole human race fell in Adam, but all who

" believe in Christ, by grace, have been quickened,
and reckoned righteous.

SHALL BE MADE (katastathesontai); verb

future, passivep See above. “The many ™ are
not yet completed, but they shall be brought in—
“ constituted righteous.” 4

RIGHTEOUS (dikaioi); adjective, masculine,

* plural, agreeing with * polloi;” from * dikaios

- (righteous). . . ) .
MOREOVER (de); conjunction, meaning
“ but.” '

THE LAW (nomos); noun, masculine, without
the article, The Law of Moses is indeed before
us, though not described as “the Law.” Rather
the attributes of the law is the thought to.be con-

veyed. Here it is the antithesis of sin, aggrava-
ting its heinousness, and causing a realization of
its enormity (an abounding or overflowing, as the
context shows). For other examples of this word
without the article, see verse 13, and Galatians
2.16.19.21, 3.18, Romans 2.23, 3.28.

ENTERED (pareiselthen); verb aorist, from
“ pareiserchomai,” compound of “para” (aside,
beside, alongside) “eis ” (into) and “erchomai ”
(T come); hence, “ towome into alongside.” Only
found elsewhere, in Galatians 2.4 (came in
privily). So the law came in alongside the
“ offence,” thereby displaying its exceeding sin-
fulness. _ :

THAT (hina); conjunction, “ in order that.”

* THE (to): definite article, neuter.

OFFENCE (paraptoma); noun, neuter, com-
pound from * para * (aside) and “ pipte ™ (I fall);
hence. “ a falling aside.” Compare “ parabasis ”
(a going aside) verse-14, and “ parakoe ™ (a hear-
ing aside) verse 19. The word “ offence ” is found
in verses 15.17.18. . .

MIGHT ABOUND (pleonasei); verb, aorist,
subjunctive, from *“ pleonazo® (to be more than

enougli, immoderate, excessive),

. WHERE (hou); adverb. _
- SIN (he hamartia); noun and article, feminine;
meaning “to miss a mark.” “ The sin ” seems to
refer back to Adam’s sin (see vrse 12). .
ABOUNDED (epleonasen); verb, aorist, from
‘ plenonazo ”—see above. o
GRACE (he charis); noun- and article, femi-
nine. “ The grace” previously spoken of (v. 15,
and previous verses).® _ .
DID MUCH MORE ABOUND (hupereperis-
seuseén); all eone word, a ‘verb; aorist; compoynd
from huper (over) and “perisséuo? (to abotind
or overflow); hence the word means to “over-
overflow,” a superabundance. Cf. “more thau
conquerors ”—* over-overcomers ” (ch. 8.37). o
THAT (hina); see above. - o
- AS (hesper); ‘see above. N
SIN (he hamartia); see above, o
HATH REIGNED (ebasileusen); verb, aorist,
from * basileuo ” (I reign as king); see verse 14.
translate, “ reigned.” . : -
UNTO (en teoi); preposition and dative article,
literally, “in the” .- L
DEATH (thanatoi); nouh, masculine, dative,

" from “thanatos.” The phrase, “in ‘the death™ signi-

fies the sphere of sin’s rule. Notice, “ the death
through the sin > (v.12) and “the death reigned ”
(verses 14 and 17). :
EVEN SO (houtes); adverb, see above.
ALSO (kai); conjunction, not transldated. .
_MIGHT REIGN (basileusei); verb, aorist, sub-
junctive; see above.
GRACE (he charis); see above. ,
THROUGH (dia); preposition followed by -
Eenitive, ., S
_RIGHTEOUSNESS (dikaiosunes); noun, femi-
nine, genitive, from  dikaiosune.” The reign. of
grace is by means of righteousness, that Is, of the
Lord Jesus Christ, See also verse 17, wherein is-
stated that those who “receive . . . the gift cf
righteousness shall reign in life by One.” '
* UNTO (eis); preposition, literally “’into.” The
goal of reigning grace is life eternal. ' ‘
ETERNAL (aionion); adjective, accusative,

. from * aionios.” .

LIFE (zoen); noun, feminine, accusative, from
«“ Z90’? (life); ) . - -
HROUGH (dia); see above,. . - _
JESUS CHRIST (lesou Christou); proper
nouns, genitive, o S
OUR (hemeon); personal pronoun,
plural; “of us.” -
LORD (tou Kuriou); noun -and’ article, geni-,
tive; from “ho Kurios” = == - R

genitive,
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“Be watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die. . . .
If therefore thon shalt not watch, I will
come on thee as a thief™,

Rev. 3. 2. 3.

LOVE UNQUENCHABLE

“He brought me.’’ Ah! myself I did not bring,
The One Immortal and Eternal King,
Invisible save to the eye of faith,

He brought me, for His love is strong as death.
Death none resist, he will not be denied.

All must be gathered in his net flung wide
Q’er all the earth. E’en as the grave is love,
Firm grasping all therein, till from above
Soundeth the Son’s almighty, glorious voice.
When myriads shall rise, and shall rejoice,
Each summoned by his own peculiar name.
Love hath indeed a most vehement flame,

That nothing quencheth. Overwhelming floods
Can never drown that love, for it is God’s.

E.K.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD.OF ‘GOD'

Then. we have a special stress on aspects of
fellowship with the Lord—our Lord. Shall we
be. unmindful of them, or shall our hearts yearn
after the fellowship of His sufferings (Phil. 1.29,
3.10)—not to add-to our salvation, not the sufer-
ing of death under God’s wrath—but the suffer-
ings, “the tribulations of Christ” in our flesh
(Col. 124)? What a_strange object this seems.
Rejection! Agony! Intense trials! How Christ
;I:S' valued wheén such things as these seemed to

nothing except painful discipline, and painfud
preservatives fromPevi.l. But what is suffering,
if so be that the coming Kingdom is a fact?
Shall we be those who ‘have fellowship in the
glory (1 Pet. 5.1)? ‘Then let.us take any position
our beloved, unerring, and gracious Lord shall
appoint for us. He has compensations. ,

Then there comes the thought—closely related
' and likewise important—of fellowship with saints
(Acts 2.42); the sccond command is as the ﬁxsg
and wrapped up in it. If we honour God, wi
shall “love one another”., “Keeping on having .
all things common”,* or in fellowship, was self-.
denial as a fact, the denial of anything as one's
own, or anything beyond stewardship. It does
not mean selfish levelling, but the valuing of a
brother beyond a thing. The free will offering is
called “a fellowship”, and should be the very
same thing. It is nothing, unless beyond power:
(2 Cor. 8.3). The next verse uses the very word,
and ‘thus holds back the ungodly from giving,
and also any believer who lacks willingness and
a right motive. Fellowship is a practical thing;
the collection was not merely the expression of it, .
but the very “it” itself. Love is not in tongue:

. An assembly, and indeed all saints, should be
more united than any worldly federation, share-
holding or benefit spciety.

And there is the need for the negative side of
obedience, “Have no fellowshtiﬁw with the unfruit-
ful works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph. 5.11). We oft need to “come out”, and to
‘go forth to our beloved Lord. The wrench may
be painful but His Word is clear. Every saved
one ‘should fear the slightest attempt to blend
Christ and Belial or Babel, the eéssence of
Christendom.

Finally, brethren and sisters, do we realise this
fellowship? Our sin is greater if we know God’s
will, and yet remain in Christendom’s aims and
plans and systems. May the Lord, in mercy,
draw us out, and give grace to come out,

Ly

* Not *‘they had all things common.” This would be a

. ie:gmlity All the oenht':npe'is none:dec't’ed Tv;ith “accord- .

~ ing as anyone was ha a need. is repetition
of love attacks both' and transitoriness.
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PROPHECY OF ZEPHANIAH
INTRODUCTION

.The message of this book has, for the careful
reader, depending wupon Divine teaching, a
perennial interest. It reveals that man in the
earlier centuries was, in all moral respects, no
different from man today. He is, and was, and
will be increasingly, rebellious and lawless, until
the coming “Wicked One” heads up every man-
»-mer of sin in himself, and thereby earns that
awful name, “The Man of Sin”. The prophecy
further reminds that God always has His remnant
to witness fcir Him, though it behsmall and des-
pised—an elect company, to whom He makes
known Himself and something of His counsel
and purpose. :

Yet the words of the prophet, sombre and
solemn though they be, do not present a scene
of unrelieved darkness; a final restoration of the
nation of Israel is clearly foreshewn; glorious and
most comforting are the Lord’s concluding words;
and the believer who prays for the peace of
Jerusalem should be heartened, and. praiseful
also, in the remembrance that “this God is our
God even for ever and ever”.

The Prophet’s Antecedents

Of no other prophet, save our Lord Jesus, is
there given so extended a genealogy. His great-
great-grandfather was Hizkiah, which is the same
name as Hezekiah. Since this king was great-
grandfather to Josiah, during the earlier part of
whose reign Zephaniah spoke the Lord’s message,
it is not improbable that the prophet belonged to
a branch of the royal line, and so was a distant
relation of the King Josiah.

THE

Others who prophesied during this r;n were
Huldah (2 Chron. 34.22) and Jeremiah (cif' 1.12),

who was of the priests and commenced his
ministry in the thirteenth year of Josiah's reign,
continuing until his death (2 Chron. 35.25) and
on to the captivity by Nebuchadnezzar. So that,
if indeed Zephaniah was of royal descent, we
have one of Judah and one of Levi prophesying
during the reign of Josiah. Members of these
tribes art more than once seen working together,
(for example, Haggai 1.1). As to where the

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE

W
prophet was born, nothirig is rovealed.. His naine
cance (see’' ch. 2.3), probably unrealised vl?;ngs

edge,

means, “Jah has hidden”, of -
father, but indicating the Divine ' forekno

- The Times of Josiah y

This king, who lived but thirty-nine years, was
only eight yeats old when he ascended the throne
of Judah, but how much good, in the sight of
God he accomplished in that time. It has often
been the case that God’s chosen servants have
lived short lives, in some instances because the
abundance of their labours' has caused them to
be “spent out” well before reaching middle age.
It is true that Josiah died on the field of battle,
though warned not to engage in combat by
Pharaoh. His loss was a great sorrow to Judah,
and especially Jeremiah, who lamented for him.
His “untimely” death, as men would say, may
have been Divine chastisesment on the nation,
for, despite his godly example and reforming
work, Judah as a whole was not in fellowship
with God. As in many “revivals”, comparatively
few were -deeply affected. '

Here was a godly ruler, desiring the best for
his people, and seeking to turn them back to the
God of their fathers; and yet the reformation
affected the majority but superficially. His own
sons (ch. 1.8) were ungodly, as the closing words
of the books of Kings and Chronicles record,
And what of the people? All classes, princes,
judges, prophets, priests (ch. 3.3.4) were utterly
corrupt, as were the people. Such a serious
state of affairs is paralleled in the present time.
We see great nations, either almost I
or with a multitude of would-be leaders, in a
state of chaos. On the other hand, there are those
in high position, boasting of their godlessness,
and endeavouring to bring the peoples down to
their level. o o

Observe the varying'degrees of wickedness in
Judah. Do not their counterparts exist in the
present day, even in the land wherein we live?
Taking the verses 5 and 6, Chapter 1, in reverse
order, we find—

(a) The indifferent

(b) The apostate

(¢) The latitudinarian

(d) The openly idolatrous.

The Indiffeyent

There were those who had not sought the Lord
nor enquired for Him. This is a prevailing sin
today in this land, a “couldn’t care less” attitude.
This witness is true, but how much is due fo ¢

apostasy in high places, Where doubt is throwy
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THOUGHTS. FROM THE. WORD OF GOD

BALAAM
Concluded
The Seventh Parable

-Solemn are the opening words of this final pro-
phecy: * Alas, who shall live when God doeth
~this! ” However much the nations assert them-
selves, setting . at naught God’s holy command-
. ments, and oppressing His people, God is over
all. “My counsel shall stand, and I will do als
My pleasure ” is a comforting word to His saints,
but terrifying to His adversaries. .

Chittim, Asshur, and Eber, are all .names of
deep significance. Kittim (Gen. 10.4) and Chit-
tim are the names of Cyprus and the people who
inhabited that and adjacent coasts and islands.
By way thereof the approach to the Syrian coast

was made by ships. Tyre and Sidon used the-

island as a harbour for their fleets (Isa. 23.1.12).
From Jeremiah 2.10, the d;:;_ophet looks east and
west, for Chittim and Kedar are about the same
distance relative to the coast of Palestine. Asshur,
or Assyria, has already been mentioned (Num.
24.22) as a coming sovereign power. She asser-
ted her supremacy over the northern Kingdom of
Israel (2 Kings 17.5.6) but was absorbed by the
Chaldeans (Isa. 23.13). That Assyria is to rise
again seems clear from chapters 10 and 11 of
Isaiah. The last great Assyrian King is the Anti-
christ. He is the “ vile person ” of Daniel 11.21,
against whom the ship$ of Chittim come (v. 30)
apparently about the midst of the last *“ week ™ of
Daniel 9. Remarkable it is that Balaam, in
speaking of “ships of Chittim” that * shall come,”
“and shall afflict Asshur,” anticipates Daniel by so
. many centuries, As Cyprus is so much in the
news just now, this subject should be of deep con-
cern to saints who dwell in Europe. But these
ships also *“shall afflict Eber.” From the word
“ Eber " is derived “ Hebrew.” This is the name
of the great-grandson of Shem, and Abraham des-
cended from Eber, being the sixth generation
from him. Are we, therefore, to infer that Israel’s
affliction in the latter days is the -subject of
Balaam’s prophecy? It may be so, because
although Daniel declares that “ ships of Chittim *
come against the Antichrist, in the last day, all
nations will be gathered together against Jerusa-
lem. “Then shall the Lord go forth and fight
against those nations as when He-fought in the
day of battle.” “ And the Lord shall be King over
all the earth: in that day shall there be One Lord
and His Name One ” (Zech. 14.1-3.9),

The last words of Balaam are “ And he also
* shall perish for ever.” There seems but one ex-
g:anamm of these words. As Assyria has already

.mentioned, the final destruction of Anti-

ety

L
.

chirst js here preditted. But whether our inter-
pretation be correct or no, certain it is that tha
Wickeéd One, the Lord shall consume with the
Spirit of His mouth, and shall with the
brightness of His coming ” (2 Thess. 2.8).

+

WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH
Percy W. Heward.

This the Father secks. Only His children can
render it. Man-made, gaudy- ritual and public
worship appeal not to Him Who looketh on the
heart. - The rich men may give their wealth, but
He commends the poor widow;: the oratorios of
the earth may pour forth their music, but to. Him
there is more beauty in the trembling tones of a
dying saint, or in the unprofessional singing of
a few sinners saved by grace, and gathered to the
Lord Himself. , : a

“Worship”—what is it, and why so unpopula®?
It is recognition of the glory of God, and seif is
not-merely put second, not merely condemned
(for this may become self-centering), but left out.
The soul adores God for what He is, and thus
becomes lost, not in dreamland, or disobedient
sentimentalism,, but in acknowledgement of His
majesty. “I fell at His feet as dead”. The glory
of the Lord filled the tabernacle and none could
enter. When Isaiah saw the grandeur of the Lord,
his self-reliance vanished, and in the result- we
see the effect of worship in the, “Woe is me?,
and the, “Here am I”. S

The Lord has been pleased to give us descrip-

tions of the glories of heaven, and the awfulness
of wrath, in “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”.
What do the angels sing, and what is the cey:of
the representatives of the redeemed? Honour :to:
the Lord seems the great theme—absorbing ¢m!’
ployment, aye, and it will be when time &hall-"be

no more, - .

Can we not see, therefore, why it is so un-
popular? Man’s glory is left out; man’s contem-
plation of self may become mere information-.

- seeking, even ‘when coupled with "that which,

looks like confession. To worship is to give God
His right place and to feel His wonderful glory. -
“Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness”,
is the command. Shall we not obey? “The people -
bowed the head and worshipped, is the Divine
statement. Shall we not, redeenied by our Pass-
over, act likewise? Who can utter the mighty
acts of the Lord? The “parts of His ways™ trans-
gilll‘cll*thought. Yet faith says, “that I may know. -
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.moUGHTs ‘FROM mwoan QF Gop

children, if we have been quickened by the Holy
Spirit, there is no question. as to our position as
heirs. This is unconditional. Every redeemed
one is acknowledged by the Father as His child.
Oh that we may realize more the things which
God has prepared, that is, realize by the instruc-
tion of His Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2.9.10). Wonder-
ful is the fulness of His mercy! And we deserved

" nothing—mnothing at all.
The contrast between being an heir of God and
a joint-heir with Christ, is not brought out in the
authorized version. “And” would imply the bless-
ings are almost one; “but” is the word Divinely
used. Furthermore, the structure of thi¢ sentences
rather needs the punctuation as given' above.
Thereby each of the two “ifs” of the passage
has its appropriate accompaniment. ‘But if a
position as “joint-heirs with Christ” is conditional
on our suffering together, what is to be said of
those who bear the Name of the Lord and who
avoid this suffering First, “The Lord knoweth

them that are His”. We do mot know: that is

positively, Secondly, many who profess His Name
‘are unsaved, and none such can be fully recog-
nised as believers. "Yet ‘Scripture suggests that
there are unfaithful ones ‘who will be saved, like
Lot, yet so as by fire (1 Cor. 3.15). Oh that this
imay not be our sad ex(pcri‘ence! T

- The closest parallel is afforded by the words of
Isaiah 5§3.12. This is, I think, one of the passages
to which the Holy Spirit alludes in Romans 8.17.
There we read of two dividings, one- by the
Father with “the many” (the same word as-.in,
“He bare the sin of many”). - Here we behold the
“heirs of God”. ' The other is a dividing of speil
by Christ, and only among “the strong”. Here
then we find “joint heirs with Christ”,

The words of 2 Timothy 2.12 add their 'testi-
-mony to this privilege. Let us earnestly seek that
- it may be ours. How wondrous are the added
blessings upon spiritual faithfulness. Nor is the
- grace of God insufficient (1 Cor. 15.10, 2 Cor: 9.8,
James 4.6). May we wait on Him continually,
‘and ‘He will be exalted in our joyous reward.

/ -
o 'é—@_._
Colossians 1.7.8, 4.12.13, Philemon 23.

Very little space is devoted in the epistles to
this servant’ of ‘God, but what is said ‘about “him
is‘very revealing. All we are told is from the pen

of Paul, speaking by inspiration, and yet express- .-

-ing his-heart:feelings. The chuich at Colosse had
.not-been founded through Paul’s ministry. The

‘faithful minister of Christ”,

faces of these in fellowship in that assembly he.
had never seen, except that Epaphras had come

thence to visit Patl i thé prison at Rome. This -
fact seems: to shew- that Pfuh: apostlestiip:ivas -
recognised by the Colossian saints;. and, seeinf .
there were some in the meeting who were'hot
keeping to the simplicity which is in-Christ, the -
visit of Epaphras probably had some- relationto

the problems caused by’ these -*philosephisers”™.
Their modern counterparts are .not-absent -fiom

the “churches” of today. . S

But the object of this papuf iéjtd g ] {tom
the record a little regarding the acter . of .

‘Epaphras, whose* name—a shortened form _of

Epaphroditus—suggests that his parents were 1ot
believers. He was evidently a convert from idola-
try, like those of 1 Thessalonians 1.9. -But he
grew in grace and spiritual stature, so that he be-
camé as Paul tells the Colossians, “for you. a
‘ministe: Such . was the
Moreaver, he gave a clear account of the-gon-
*dition of the assembly. - He “also.shewed:unto-us
your love in the Spirit”.- No mere talebearer :was
he, but he spoke first -of the. good things of .the

“chureh, as their faith in Christ Jesus and of the

love to all the saints (1.4) and their fruit bearing
'(1.6). Further, the apostle could say, on receiv-
‘ing the record by Epaphras, “For though I be

_absent in the flesh, yet am 1 with you in the Spirit,

joying and beholding your order, and- the stead-
fasgness of your faith in Christ” (2.5). His repon
was such that on hearing it, Paul gave thanks to
God and ceaséd not to pray for them. ‘True,
in the course of his epistle, he took occasion to

‘warn them of false teachers; but, like his Lord,

the spoke first.of what he found pleasing to ‘God
(sce Rev. 2 and 3). "How great is the valile ‘of a -
truthful and gracious account of the stafe of &n
‘assembly or an individual! ~And what harey midly -
be caused by the reverse! - it i re¥
Not only was Epaphras. a faithful | minister |
(diakonos); he, was Paul’s “fellow-bondman”
(1.7), and in Chapter 4.12. is described ag “a

"bondinan of Christ Jesus” a lovely title, and one’:
of which the apostle himself boasted. His love

for the saints, from whom -he was temporarily
absent, never grew cold. “I bear him record”, -
says Paul, “that he hath a great zeal for you, and.
them that are in Laodicea, and them, in Hiera--
polis”. The word “zeal” signifies “pain”, and
conveys to us what “labour and travail” was hss,

in deep concern for the flock-at Colosse. .and

around, He wanted them to “stand perfect, and
complete in all the will of God’. But were they
+ .7 Continued on page 42 T
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(km),see&bove. . 4
:7-&_,9;[\,."(0_1‘1)}; _negative denying a fact (see “me”
- CHRIS ton); proper. noun, accusative,
FOR . (hoti); conjunction meaning “because”;
sometimes “thag”, )
+IN (en); preposition always followed by dative.

+ HIM (autoi); nal pronoun; from “autos”,
ELLETH (katoikei), verb, present, indica-

tive, from “kata” (down) and “oikeo” (to dwell
as in a house); meaning therefore “to dwell per-
manently and fixedly”, -

noaé,".. omina;

OF "THE. G (tes theoteioé); noun,
feminine, genitive, from “Theotes” (Deity, God-
head); only used here

BODILY (somatikos); adverb, the adjective

y and truly.
in the flesh” (1 Tim., 3.16).
" AND (kai). '

YE ARE (este); verb, present tense, from
“eiﬂﬁ” (I am).

IN (see above),

- HIM (see above).

COMPLETE (pepleromcnoi); verb, perfect
passive participle, from “pleroo” (I fill); hence
meaning “ones having been filled’. A true fulness,
Wycliffe rendered it thus or similarly. The word
“pleroma” (see above) is derived from this verb.

WHO, (hos); relative pronoun.
IS (estin); verb, present indicative, from “eimi”.
THE

. OF ALL (pases); adjective, feminine, genitive,

from “pas, pasa, pan”. .
“PRINCIPALITY (arches): noun, feminine,

. genitive, from “arche” lit., “beginning”; but some-
times meaning the first place; hence the thought

of *rule” or dominion”..

7. POWER {exousias); noun, feminine, genitive,

i~

L (pan); adjective, ‘neuter, qualifying “fy]-
N case, " context,

Luke 3.22, -

part
. church, ere that foundation of the

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE

from “exousia” (authority). These two words are
often coupled -together (sce Eph. 1.21, 3.10, 6.12,
Col 2.15). In 1 Peter 3.22, the words, angels and

authorities‘and powers (dunamis) occur.

QUESTION AND ANSWER
No. 164, : :
“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to
Moses, even over them that had not sinned after
the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who iz a
figure of Him That was to come”, .
It is requested that this verse of Scripture be
explained. Therefore let it be considered in its

the whole human race, and that of Christ over
His Own people, elect, and redeemed, and called
by grace. ‘
AdamissaidtobeaﬁgureoinmThagwas
to come, Who is none other than the Lord Jesus
Christ, described as “the Last Adam . . . alife-
giving Spirit”. “For since by man came death,
by Man came also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam aJl die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive”, (1. Cor. 15.21.22.45). In what
way is Adam a figure (or likeness) of Christ,
In the first place, he was formed before Eve,
who had no existence a from him. The
world, was
“chosen in Christ” (Eph. 1.9),

Secondly, he “was not deceived’. “The woman,
being deceived, became in transgression™ (1.
Timothy 2.13.14). Adam sinned with his eyes
wide open. Apparently, love for Eve led hm to
choose to share her sin and jts consequences, In
a contrasted way, the Lord Jesus Christ bore the
sins of His Church and their penalty, though in
Him was no sin, In saying, “Lo, I come to do
Thy will, O God”, He fully realised what it would
mean to Him, but love to the Father, and love for
His chosen .led Him to the Cross,
What was it that characterised Adam’
gression? It was wi , and j
sciousness that he was disobeying.
always of this nature? Does not even conscience
convict a person of wrong, even before he com-
mits an act of sin? “Aql sinned”; it is common
to man, because he has a sinful nature, Babes
are “conceived in sin” and “shapen in iniquity™
(Ps. 51) yet they do not sin 28 Adam until they
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.., Yet many babes died, and still do so, thus
illustrating the universal reign of death. ‘

But why the words, “from. Adam to Moses™?
Because God gave a simple law to Adam which
he transgressed, and for breaking which he paid
the penalty foretold, “Dying, thou shalt die”.
God also gave a law through Moses, with like
penalties for transgression. It is.not to be sup-
posed that law was in abeyance during this
period—Adam to Moses. Verse 13 states, “For
until the law sin-was in the world; but sin is not
imputed when there is no law”. Is it therefore to
be inferred that there ever was a time in the
world’s history when law was not. Surely the
answer must be, “No”, and this is confirmed
further by the words of verse 12. “So death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”.
Sin is imputed to the whole human race. It
follows therefore that law has existed from Adam
onwards. The Law given by Moses was much
more complex, and of that it was said, “It was
added because of transgressions” (Gal. 3.19). It
is important to remember that circumcision,
sacrifices, monogamy, the keeping of Sabbath,
punishment for murder, were not initiated by the
Law which came through Moses. The actual
effect of Law, when the Holy Spirit is applying it
to an unsavéd (though elect) sinner, is to awaken

consciousness of sin, and to lead to the seeking.

to God for mercy and forgiveness through the
atoning blood of Christ. We may well be thankful
for law, for it shews us what sin is—lawlessness
(1 John 3.4) and what man is—a law-breaker:
also in regard to the elect, it leads (Gal. 3.24) to
Christ, the End of the Law for righteousness to
every one that believeth” (Rom. 10.4),

That babes (and perhaps mentally deficient
persons) are meant by those described as not
having “sinned after the similitude of Adam’s
transgression” is not a novel thought. It seems
to the writer a valid explanation. “From Adam

to Moses” all were under the reign of death and .

this “all” (see verse 12) includes even those
especially named. ‘

It is thought by some that the emphasis here
is on the fact that the Law through Moses had
not been promulgated, and that persons living
prior thereto are not in the same degree guilty.
It is quite true that God held Israel more account-
able because of His sovereignly gracious chojce
of, and dealings, with them (Amos 3.2). In the
. passage before us, however, it is not a question of
g:ft;u of guilt, but the fact of guilt, meriting

Those who lived after the Flood were not with-
- out law (sce Genesis 9). Adam was not without

law, neither were those who lived before the
Flood. As already mentioned, many things were
binding on men before Sinai. The Law through

"Moses, so to speak, confirmed, regularized, and

expounded them. Moreover, as one reads through -
the book of Job, one of the oldest, it is clear
that some manner of law governed the lives of
men, because of various actions described there-
in as sin, such as murder, adultery, theft, idolatry
and so forth.

Teaching concerning degrees of accountability
may be found in other parts of Scripture, but here
the solemn fact of universal guilt and the inescap-
able penalty are’ before us. '

If, dear reader, you and I have known,! by
grace, a transfer to this new position of being.
“In Christ”, and are members of that body of
which He is the Head, how our lives ought to

manifest this blessed change !
——

BAPTISM
Introduction

Have there not been written books without
number on this subject Yes, writings, both of
great length and shorter, have been put forth
during the centuries. Has not the question been
settled? Yes, as far as Holy Scripture is con-
cerned, but the appeals have often been to
sources outside Scripture, namely, to historical
records, ‘to “‘church authorities”, to human reason-
ing, and to analogy with Old Testament types.
This Jast may seem to be spiritual, and so it would
be if the types were to be considered in their
entirety, and every - factor taken into account.

How many are relying u; their “baptism™
in infancy in the varic{lul;g bogg of Christendom,
both Protestant ‘and otherwise! The practice is
oft regarded with egpersti,&gu& aw“g% and as hav-
ing some saving efficacy, as though any o
formed by the creature could rightly be m
the atonement made by the Lord Jesus is
when He “poured out His soul unto death™ at
Golgotha. .

In the following essay, the appeal will be solely
to Holy Scripture. And why not? Only of the
Book of God is it said, “ All Scripture is God-
breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for imstruction which is in
righteousness” (2. Tim. 3.16). Hence, there will
be no references to works of men; not that the '
writings of godly men are undervalued, but be-
cause believers—especially those younger in. the

* It is hoped to reprint as a booklet.
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Wppear that these men had become disciples
JMActs, 19.1) through the -ministry of Apollos
» {Acts 18.24-28). This servant of God needed to

]mow the way of God more perfectly, prior to

~grace of God, to impart to him. ]

' The baptism of John did not differ essentially
from that practised by the Lord’s disciples (John
3.22, 4.12) or from that commanded by the
~Lord ere He ascended into heaven. The lan-
guage used by Peter on the¢ Day of Pentecost

remarkably resembles that of John the Baptist -

{Acts 2.38). All baptism, rightly carried out, is
“into the Name’, not of men, but of God (Matt,
28.19, Acts 8.16).

The Lord Jesus was baptized by John in
Jordan, at His own request. “Suffer it to be so
now; for thus it becometh us to fulfill all
righteousness” (Matt. 3.15). He is seen in the
midst of people confessing their sins. He BRad
-mone to confess, He had no need of repentance,

for He knew no sin. But did not this act on His ,

part have in view His coming baptism under
wrath, when the sins of His elect people would
be laid upon Him? He Who restored that which

He took not away had laid to His charge “the

iniquity of us all”. The sins of His chosen were
imputed to Him, that He might bear the judg-
ment due thereto. “But I have a baptism to be
baptized with; and how am I straitened tll it
be accomplished” (Luke 12.50). Such a baptism
meant for Him that “all Thy waves and Thy
billows have gone over Me” (Ps. 42.7). Thus
also cried Jonah, of whose experiences the Lord
Jesus spoke as a type of His own. (Jonah .2.3).
‘Well may the saved one rejoice in such a Saviour!

If the Lord will, to be continued

- _ REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66. 18.

Only those *““IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
scoording to Hebrews 10. 22, can * CONTINUE in
prayer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS-
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.
1. For those in authority (Rom. 18. 1, 1. Tim, 2. 1-4).
: The times are- solemn: our * politics * remain
- heavenly (** citizenship,”” Phil. 8. 20), but our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (8. 10). )
Israel—scattered, peeled, confused—that God
may see in us the intensity He has appointad
(Isa. 62. 6, 7), and that Pselm 122. @ and
, Jeremiah §1. 50 may be a reality to us.
. 8. For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants and
: difficulties, particularly in other lands.
_ 4, For saints on the Continent. and their many difi.
.. cultles, including persecution and repression.

‘e, For

- which his teaching lacked certain parts of truth
which Aquila and Priscilla were able, by the

(e
‘

5. For troubled Chins, and the trisis of God's servants;
in that land, and for saints in Korea, Cyprus and

Nﬂfth Africa, ) .
6. For the Lord’s work entrusted to us, in this and

other lands,- and by Scriptures: sent, and litess- -

ture, that all oiay be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3.14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (Canada and
U.S.A. temporarily). F. A. Franco (Argentina and
around Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), E. Lutz (Switzer-
land), D. Werner (Germany). Continue to pray for
"the Lord's enabling if He will, of additiohal fellow-
workers for S. America, and the translation of
Scripture. ' )

growth of literacy, opéning doors both ¢o
evangelical and ideological i re, in many
lands

8. For aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm 92,
14 may be realised. ‘
8. For God’s blessing in families (*“ Thou and thy
house "), and that many * little ones® may
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6). .
10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from imtercourse with
' fellow saints.

7. .The

~ . - ‘
Suggested Daily Readings

“IF THE LORD WILL”—SEPTEMBER, 1956

Day ll REAIZIFING 1 LEA.RN]ING
Psalms © | Matthew | Jeremiah| Heb.
1 60 | 17. 1-I3 6. 3 l| 10, 24
2 l 61 17.  14-2% 4 . 2§
3 b2 i8. 1-20 5 26
4 63 18. 2138 6 27
51 64 19. 1-12 7 28
6 | 65 19. 13730 . 8 29
7 66 20, 1-16 9 30
8 | 67 . 20.  17-34 10 31
9 68. 1-19 21 - 1-14 B § 32
10 68. 20-33 21, | 15-27 12 33
1 69. 1-18 21. 2846 . 13 3¢
12 69. 19-36 22 1-14 13 35
13 70 22. 1533 15 36
K4 71 22, 34-46 - 16 37
5 | 72 23. 1-22 17 38
16 1 73 23.  23-39 18 39
17 .74 24. I-14 19 1. I
18 75 © 240 15-31 20 2
ig 46 24.  32-351 21 3
20 77 25. 113 | 22 1
21 78. 1-25 25. - 14=30 23 5
22 ; 78. 26-49 25. 3146 |- 24 6
23 | 98. s0-72 '26. 1-19 29. 8 .7
24 | 79 1 26. 2035 |- 9 8
25 | 8 26. 3656 10 9
26 81 | 26. 575 11 ,
297 82 1" 27. 118 12
28 83 I 27. 1032 , 13
30 | 85 |l 27. 5066 l{ jo. 1"
29 | 84 ! 27 3349 | 14
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'YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS

‘Twite did Peter sleep—and others with him—
when he should have been awake, and twice he
‘slept because sleep was given by God. We may
learn something for, ourselves from the records in
the “Gospels” and “The Acts”.

‘Let us turn first to Luke 9.28-36. The Lord
Jesus went up into a mountain—a high mountain
(Matt. 17 and Mark 8)—to pray, and took three
of His disciples along with Him. Whether the
climb tired them, we do not know, but the three
men, Peter, James and John “were heavy with
sleep”.. But the Lord Jesus prayed, and, as He
did so, “the fashion of His countenance altered,
and His raiment was white and glistering”, Mos¢s
and Elijah came and talked with Him about His
coming death in Jerusalem. :

When Peter and the others “were awake, they
saw His glory and the two men that stood with
Him”. I wonder how they came to wake up;
Peter would never have been able to write those
words in his second epistle (ch. 1.16-18) if he had
kept asleep, for he would not have seen the glory
of his Lord. Now the Lord Jesus has the Name,
“The Lord of glory”, but how few see any
“beauty in Him that they should desire Him™!
Why? Because they are fast asleep. They may
be very wide awake for their own affairs, but
- they are dead to the loveliness of Christ. Is this
the case with you, my dedr young friend? If so,
it is very sad. As I write these words, I pray
they may be used to awaken some to see in the
Lord Jesus the Saviour Whom they need.

We come now to a quite different scene (Mark.

14.32-42). Here we see the beginning of the
Lord’s great sorrow. He said, “My soul is ex-
ceeding sorrowful even unto death”. He wished
his friends—the same three—to watch with Him,
but “He found them sleeping for sorrow” (Luke
22)°“He cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and
saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? Couldst
not thoa watch one hour ¥ How great was His
-agony we cannot know, but how sad to know that
‘His closest friends failed to keep awake whilst
He ‘was. praying with “strong crying and tears”
to His Father! We may feel how wrong it' was
of Peter, after his promise ‘1o be true to his Mas-
fer, 10 fail so sadly, but how few think at all of
what the Torg Jesus went through for the sake

of M%m women, and boys and girls. "~

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD

Yes, as their eyes are held so that they see not
His glory, so their “deadness” keep them from an
interest in His sufferings. But what about you,
dear reader? “Is it nothing to you” that the
Lord Jesus “once suffered for sins, the Just for
the unjust”? O_that your heart may be touched
and your eyes opened, so that you may be
“brought to God”. :

Now turn to Acts 10.9-16, where we read of
Peter falling into a trance—a kind of sleep, for
he had a dream. He saw a great sheet coming
down from heaven, haying in it all kinds of crea-
tures, among them being “créeping things”. A
voice said, “Rise Peter; kill and eat”. “But Peter
said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any-
thing that is common or unclean”. But the voicé
said, “What God hath cleansed, that call not thou
common”. Peter was taught a lesson from this.
It was that Gentiles, who were regarded by Jews
as “common or unclean”, had also a place in
God’s purpose to save. So he went to the house
of Cornelius, and told him and “his kinsmen ana
near friends” about the Lord Jesus who was slain
and hanged on a tree, but was raised up by God,
and “that through His Name whosoever believ-
eth in Him shall receive remission of sins” (ch.
10.39-43). * And ail who heard were blessed with
God’s salvation and were baptized.

_ Most of those who read these words are not
Jews, but God is taking out of all nations a peo-
ple for His Name. The Gospel which Peter
preached may often have been heard by you, dear
friend, but have you had yeer sins forgiven?

Once more we think of Peter—this time in a
prison. He was to die the next day, “but prayer
was made without ceasing of the church for him”.

And that prayer was answered, for God,gave him
sleep,-and so he was restful. But God gave more

than this, for He sent an angel, a light shined in
the prison, his clains fell off, the doors were all
opened, and Peter was free. !

_ Dear young friend, you have heard of the suffer-
ing and the glory of Christ, how the gospel has
come to Jews and Gentiles, and how God cares
for and rescues His people.

What does it mean to yon?

,@’ —
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and thaprﬁeﬁce there of the souls of the depart-
ed sailts is part of the fruit of that blessed work
accomplished by Him Who cried, “It hath been
finished”

. There is yet another denial of the simple mean-
ing of the Lord’s triumphant words “It hath been
finished”, and that by a large pait of Christen-
dom, with its “altars” and “sacrifice of the mass”.
The Lord Jesus offered up Himself, and that
once for all (Heb. 7.27). No other but He could
make that Sacrifice. Hence, for a “priest” to
claim to do this constantly, day by day, is to set
aside the authority of Scripture and to nullify, if
that were possible, the declaration of the Lord on
the Cross. Since it is stated of the Lord Jesus,

that He “needeth not daily, as those high priests,

to offer up sacrifice” (Heb. 7.27); “nor yet that
-He should offer Himself often” (Heb. 9.25), it is
presumptuous on the part of any man to claim
to do this. o
. Further, we read, “For then must He often have
soffered since the foundation of the world, but
now once in the end of the ages hath He ap-
peared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Him-
self” (Heb. 9.26). There is no expiatory sacrifice
apart from suffering, but for Christ the suffering
!)l:z (:;een endured and the glory entered (Luke
Far be the thought that our beloved Lord is
continually offering His sacrifice, involving pain,
and that through the agency of sinful men. His

sacrifice has a continual—yea, an eternal value

and efficacy, because it is HIS, of HIMSELF. Let

us rejoice in, and comfort our hearts with, His.

§c;‘lemn, yet victorious words, “It hath been fin-
ished™.

;—@_—_

“ AND CHILDREN ”
Ezra 10.1

- Percy W. Heward

e \

It is well to realise Gpd’s.;
not indeed to their exaltats \
.of love for all classes @] 3 44), and in His
clear teaching that children gy be brought to
‘love and pléase Him: ‘W@ gt never overlook to
His glory theé' solemn words in Deuteronomy 6,
concerning the training of children. The conver-
Sation with young folks should be much more
largely as to the Scriptures, We are often afraid
of over-burdening them, at least.so we put the ex-
icuse.”May it not rather be we are afraid of over-
buideping. oursclves? '

qpon children,
“9n His display

0 tha;t these th(ﬁgﬁis m.ay 'liv;e,in our memor-

- Beloved friends, we ail have need to confess
our failures in these particulars, that our Heaven-

-ly Father may be honoured in our leaving off of

that which is grieving His Holy Spirit.

The imitative and formative time of life is very
often used by Satan more than by saints. “Atmos-
phere” affects beyond an occasional testimony
otherwise, and if we regard the Bible as hardly
the Book for everyday education and talk, is it
surprising that the children, whom we influence,
look upon its perusal rather as a necessary-task
than as a wondrous privilege?

The words of our texi are very striking. There
we have a gathering of those who trembled at the
Commandments of God (cf. chs. 9.4, 10.3) and
among them were children. The matter was one
regarding which we should probably have left
children out. But God’s way is perfect. What
lessons can. be learnt? Many, doubtless, if, by
grace, we have ears to hear the voice of our God.
Among them, the following may be lovingly and
earnestly mentioned.

“First, children are much affected by our atti-
tude. We more often hinder God’s work by small
things than by great things. Little foxes spoil the
vines. O

Secondly, parents should interest their children
in what are commonly viewed as “grown up peo-
ple’s :meetings” — prayer gatherings included.
They should encourage interest in everything
connected with a work of God. Not that the
children can act; they are quite silent, in the re-
cord of Ezra 10, so far as we know, apart from
the weeping, but their presence is éemphasized by
the Holy Spirit. An up-to-date tendency is to
view interest in the Scriptures on the part of
younger ones as a mere love of novelty. Thus
enthusiasm is damped, rather than encouraged.

This sin is grievous.

Thirdly, when God is at work! there will usual-
ly be family revivings. Opinions in the present
day obliterate the value of the family, and even
many believers forget their tremendous responsi-
bilities. Co

Lastly, we should expect deep sotrow for sin,
even on the part of boys and girls, when the same
Holy Spirit, Who brings about:all godly repen-
tance, is inworking. Co :

| ' AR N

+

ies, and affect our actions “unto the Lorg”,
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Inspired Words, Inspected.
No. 42

“But Christ being come an High Priest of good
things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building; neither by the blood of goats
and calves, but by His Own blood He entered in
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us.” Hebrews 9.11.12.

BUT (de): conjunction, second word in sen-
tence, its usual position.

CHRIST (Christos); noun, proper, masculine.
The Greek word for Messiah, meaning “Anoint-
ed”, from “Chrie” (I anoint).

BEING COME (paragenomenos); participle,
aorist, masculine, agreeing with “Christos”, Com-
pound- of “para” (aside, beside) and “ginomai’
(I become); “paraginomai” (I become near or
present); has also the thought of Coming or ap-
pearing publicly (Matt. 3.1). The Lord “became
alongside” the peoplz of His (earthly) day for the
putpose of salvation.

AN HIGH PRIEST (archiereus); noun, mascu-
line, nominative; compounded oOf “arche” (be-
ginning or first) and “hiereus” (a priest); hence
“first or chief priest.”

OF THE (ten); article,

TO COME (geromenon); participle, aorist,
genitive, plural, from “ginomai” (I become);
hence, “having become”, not “to come”.

GOOD THINGS (agathon); adjective used as
noun, genitive, plural, from “agathos, -e, -on”,
(good) that is, intrinsically, whether seen to be so
or no. (“Kalos”, good as seen outwardly, may
oft be rendered “beautiful”, that is, good in ap-
pearance.) The whole phrase may be rendered,
“the good things having become”,

BY (dia); preposition, meaning “through” or
across: with accusative, means, “because of”:
here, with genitive, “through” or “by means of”,

A (tes); article, genitive, feminine; pointing out
“tabernacle”; hence “the . . .
pare John 1.14; “dwelt” means “tabernacled”.
God’s dwelling place among Israel in the wilder-
ness was a type of Christ. . :

- GREATER (meizonos); adjective, comparative
of megas (great); genitive of “meizon” (greater).
- AND (kai); conjunction. !

MORE PERFECT (teleioteras); adjective, com-
parative of “telejos (perfect, having reached an
end or goal, since “telos” means “end”): from
teleios, -a, -ov, comparative, teleioteros, -a, -ov.

“The tabernacle was made to a certain “end”,
God’s  dwelling, ‘but Christ is the true (real) tab-
ernacle.-(Heb. 8.2).: " “God . manifest -in fiesh.”

genitive, plural

. tabernacle”; com- .

55

“God was in Christ.” The end God purposed
was accomplished or perfected in His Son.

TABERNACLE (skenes); noun, feminine, gen-
itive, from “skene” (a tent).

NOT (ou); negative, denying a fact. ) 7

MADE WITH HANDS (cheiropoietou); adjec-
tive, genitive, from cheiropoietos (haand-made);
compound of “cheir” (hand) and a derivative
from “poieo” (I make); the word occurs in Acts
7.48, 17.24, Eph. 2.11, and Heb. 9.24. -

THAT (tout’); promoun, demonstrative, ‘from
houtos, haute touto (this). Neuter form, the “o”
being dropped because the next word begins with
a vowel.

IS (estin); verb,
am),

TO SAY (not in text).

NOT (ou); see above. . ,

OF THIS (tautes); pronoun, demonstrative; see
above; genitive, singular feminine. ,

BUILDING (ktiscos);" noun, feminine, genitive,
singular; from ktisis (creation); the “sis” ending
suggests a process. “Ktisma” (1 Tim. 4.4) means
something created. - The greater and more per-
fect Tabernacle was not the product of “creation”,
but of God’s appointing. “The Word became
flesh and tabernacled among us.” “A body hast
Thou prepared Me” (Heb. 10.5). :

NEITHER (oude): conjunction, denying abso-
lutely and objectively.

BY (di"); preposition, “‘dia”, “a” being omitted,
because the next word begins with a vowel, See
above for meaning, ‘_ .

THE BLOOD (haimatos); noun, neuter, geni-
tive, from “haima” (blood). No article here,

OF GOATS (tragon); noun, masculine, genitive
plural, from “tragos” (a he-goat). o

AND (kai). . Ty

CALVES (moschen); noun, masculine, geni- -
}ivi,) Plyral, from “moschos” (calf or young bul-
ock). :

BUT (de); see above. L

BY (dia); see above. f

present tense, from “eimi” (I

a&jeetiw, :

HIS OWN (tou idiou); article and-
neuter, .genitive, singular, from “idios, -a,-0v

(own, one’s own, peculiar to one’s self). - Animals
gave of their own, not willingly-or wittingly. How
much more precigus ¢he blood and the offering
thereof by the very Son-of God! ~And how real
was the manhood of the Lord Jesus Christ, - .
‘BLOOD. (haimatos); seé"above, .. .

“eiserchomai” (@ come intay, © "+ 05 oret: from
ONCE (ephapa:?); adverb, - medning'“once for
all; compound of “epi® (upony amd Bapax” -
(once); lit, “upon once™. ‘Used also.in" hs’ 727 -
and 10.10, - T T
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~ INTO (eis); preposition, governing accusative.
Notice double use of this word, since it is a pre-
fix in the word, “entered”.

"THE HOLY PLACE (ta hagia); adjective used
as noun, neuter plural, with article, from hagios,
-a, -ov. literally, “the holy things”, or “the holies”.

"It is found in ch, 8.2 (gen. pl), 9.1 (acc. sing), -

9.8 gen. pl. where it signifies, “the holiest of all”,
as does the acc. sing. in vv. 24 and 25. See also
ch. 10.19 (gen. pl.) and 13.11 (acc. pl.). From all
these occurrences, it is plain that the innermost
sanctuary, beyond the veil, is indicated. We may
tlhilzs understand the use of this phrase in Col.

HAVING OBTAINED (heuramenos); partici-
ple,-aorist, middle voice, from “heurisko” (I find):
in middle voice, “I find for myself”; hence, to ob-
tain. This sense of the word is seen in Matt.
10.39, in Luke 9.12 (get), John 21.6, Rom. 4.1,
Heb. 12.17. Redemption could not be “found”
in or amongst men. It is only in Christ. Note
Job 3324. -

ETERNAL (aionian); adjecfive, accusative, to
agree with “redemption”; from aionios’ -ia, -iov
(eternal, everlasting).

REDEMPTION (lutresin); noun, feminine, ac-
cusative, from “lutrosis” (a setting free because of
ransom price paid); derived from “lutroo” (I let
go free for a ransom).

FOR US (not in text); but the whole epistle
makes it clear that the Lord Jesus is the Substi-
tute for His people. '

—&—
Continued from page 51.

that babes were present or were baptized. Con-
cerning these hearing ones, Peter “commanded
them to be baptized in the Name of t.he Lord”
(Acts 10.48). :
Continuing in the inspired narrative, Lydia,
“whose heart the Lord opened”, was baptized
d her household (Acts 16.14.15). Are we to
infer from this that infants were included? We
do not know that Lydia was married, and the
household in all probability, consisted of servants.
‘The practice of baptizing infants cannot be
proved from this ‘passage. o )
. The Philippian jailor’s' conversion is described
as “believing in God”. He “was baptized, he
and -all his”. Why? because, he and al} his house
believed in God. Whatever their ages, “all his”
were capable of exercising faith. They were
. therefore not infants.
_When Paul hed in Corinth, “many of the
Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized”

(Acts 18.8). Among these was the houschold of
Stephanas (1 Cor. 1.16) of whom it is recorded
that they “addicted themselves to the ministry of
saints” (1. Cor. 16.15). Such could not have been
infants, or other than those who were sufficiently
mature both in age and spiritual attainment.

Notice the words used concerning the subjects
of baptism. They are hearing, faith, repentance,
pricking of heart, gladly receiving the word, great
joy, gladness, rejoicing, an opened heart. If any
one can produce herefrom an argument for infant
baptism, then words have no meaning,

Is is not perfectly clear that only those who
believed were baptized in those early days, quite
apart from the question of age. Moreover, the
mode was immersion, never sprinkling or pouring.

The from Circomcision

This is commonly used by advocates of “house-
hold” and “infant” baptism; but is it valid? It
is supposed that the converted Jew, having been
used to the circumcision of every male member
of the household at the early age of eight days
old, would naturally expect his infant children to
be baptized as well as he. But would he? Let
it be remembered that only males were subject to
this Mosaic rite. What of his female children?
Surely here is a stumbling block.

But there is an analogy. The Jewish baby boy

‘was circumcised because of his birth into Israel.

All others were excluded. Baptism, if the analogy
is logically followed up, should be restricted to
spiritual infaits, who have been born again, and
therefore must be of an age when faith is possible.
One feels that the argument is not only defective, -
but reveals a determination to hold on to infant
baptism at all costs. .

The Teaching of Baptism

It is in the epistles that the meaning of baptism

is opened out. It is called a “burial”, the word
employed being that used for the internment of
a dead body. “Therefore we are buried with
Him by baptism into death’. “Buried with Him
in baptism” (Rom. 6.4, Col. 2.12). The words,
“with Him”, that is, with Christ, signify that the
believer died with Christ when He endured the
penalty due to his sins on the cross. This is
confirmed by the words of 2 Corinthians 5.14,
“If One died for all, then all died”, that is, judici-
ally so in the sight of God. “‘Ye died, and your
life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 3.3). The
saved one then, by faith, this fact, and
shews it forth symbolically by being baptized—
buried in the deep waters. Hence, the Apostle
goes on to say, “Now, if we died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with Hm, .,
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Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6.8-11).

. There is, therefore, not only an immersion, but
an emerging from the waters of baptism. To
remain thereunder would lead to physical death,
which the sinner, though now saved by grace,
actually deserved, but, because of the resurrection
of Christ, the saved one also lives. The whole
context Of Romans 6 teaches that the “going

down into”, and the ““coming up out of” the .

waters is a picture of the spiritual death and
resurrection of saved ones, identified with theijr
Saviour.

But baptism is a call to godliness of life and
true obedience. The whole body with all its

members has become dead to the old sinful life, -

and is now for God only; the saved one “should
walk in newness of life”. “Neither yield ye your
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that
are alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God” (Rom.
6.13 see verse 19).

Concluding Thoughts

Seeing then how deeply significant is the act of
believers’ baptism, who among God’s saved
people ought to refuse obedience to Him Who
hath commanded this?
glady received the word of the truth of the gospel
and has been immersed into the Name of our
Lord Jesus has declared by that symbolic act—
“I deserve fo die. My sins merited eternal separa-
tion from God. But I rest on the atoning death
and substitutionary work of My Saviour, the Lord
Jesus, so that I may say. “I have been crucified
with Christ™. These waters are the grave in which
I have been buried. I would die to my former
ways, and the members which I used in sinning
against God, I would now yield to God, as I now
rise from this grave to “walk in newness of life”.
So then I may also say, “Nevertheless I live, yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me”,

Doubtléss many have experienced the truth ot
all this, without having been immersed. But how
much happier such would be if the Lord’s word
had been implicitly obeyed!

Dear fellow-saved-one, if you have not been
baptized, it is not too late, provided there is
no positive physical infirmity to hinder. May the
Lord incline each reader to hear Him, Who said,
“If ye love Me, ye will keep My commandments”.
“See, here is water! What doth hinder me to be
baptized? ” . )

For every one who has:

JAMES ON “PRAYER”

Perhaps it would be better to say, “The Teach-
ing of God through His servant James concern-
ing Prayer”,

All the Epistles refer often to Prayer, as also
do the Gospels: In the latter, the Lord gives
much instruction thereon, both in teaching and
by example, a helpful study in itself. “James”
is sometimes called “the practical epistle”, but
surely those of Paul can be so described, for his
expositions of doctrine are always accompanied
by exhortations to right behaviour as a necessary
complement. These two are ever to be united in
the experience of saints.

James’ words are very stern in their warning
against mere externalism. A “dead” faith, double. .
mindedness, friendship with the world, the sinful
use of the tongue, partiality and covetousness are
exposed in all their hatefulness. And yet he ad-
dresses his readers four times as “brethren”,
cight times as “my brethren”, and thrice as “my
beloved brethren”. For love and plain speaking
are not incompatible. ‘ - '

But what has he to say on Prayer?  Much, in
h§s lv:ery short letter. First, we learn something
of the

GOD TO WHOM PRAYER IS MADE
that He is characterized by giving. “The Giving
God” is almost a title in ch. 1.5. “He giveth
- . . giveth” (4.6) .also declares the bountiful
beneficence of our gracious God. He delights to
give, and takes pleasure in those who come con- -
fidently to Him. He gives wisdom to those con-
scious of their lack, and grace to the humble
(1.5, 4.6). His manner of giving is “liberally” or
“in.simplicity”, for with Him there is “no varia-
ableness, neither shadow of turning”. Men may
give with an ulterior motive; not so the God of
grace; far be such a thought. “Good” is He in
His giving and the gift “from above” is “perfect”
when it reaches the suppliant (1.17). Not only
so, but He bestows His bounty without “upbraid-
ing”, though the petitioner be unworthy in him-
self, as every saint both feels and owns. Such,
then, is that Gracious One Who says, “Ask what
I shall give thee”. '

HOW TO'APPROACH GOD

James does not speak of atonement, but regen-
eration by the sovereign will of God is before us
in ch. 1.18. His language, however, implies that
those to whom he writes are saved persons. From
other parts of Scripture we learn that entrance
into the Holiest is “by the blood of Jesus”, Since
the epistle has spoken of the character of God as
a Giver, it also speaks about the character _Ye-
quired of those who pray. o
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There is, first of all; a sense of meed; “if any
of you lack”. Then a direct approach, not to
friend . or acquaintance, but to God* *“Let him
ask of God”. It is so simple. But, “Let him
askiin faith, nothing wavering”, that is, doubting
or besitating. Striking is the figure of a wind-
tossed .wave, driven to the. shore, only to recede,
and to lose its identity in the great sea. A
doubter is double-minded (literally, “two-souled”)
and needs 10 pray, “Unite my heart to fear Thy
Name”. -We think of the words, ' Their heart 1s
divided; now shall they be found faulty” Hosea
10.2). - “Unstable in all his ways” is such an one,
and again there come to mind the words, “Un-
stable as water, thou shalt not excel” (Gen. 49.4).
And how solemn is the Divine declaration, “For
let not that man think that he shall receive any-
thing of the Lord” (1.5-8). Not only will there
be no answer of God, but Satan may seize the
opportunity to give something from himself.
“Truly, prayer is a precious privilege, but there
g gangcrs if the required conditions are not ful-

led. a . .

-Further, ﬁ suppliant cannot be proud. Indeed,
where the Holy Spirit has produced in the heart
a deep sense of need, how can there be pride?
Hence, it is said, “God: resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble” (4.6). In bumility
then, and submission to God (4.7) let our requests
be made known unto Him.

\

‘availeth much (5.16). Only a righteous one can
pray effectually; that is, one accounted. righteous
because. of the merit of - Christ, and who lives
“soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
age” (Titus 2.12).
heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66.18).
The  word “effectual” is literally, “being in-
worked”, suggesting the operation of the Holy
Spirit. Thus we have the secret of prevailing
prayer—the Spirit’s energising and the saint’s
godly living. .

The believing Jife will include much .prayer,
and, though the conditions laid down .in this
epistle may not be easy of attainment, we may
take comfort from the words, “He giveth more
grace” (4.5), remembering also the gracious in-
vitation, “Draw nigh to God and He will draw
nigh to you” (4.8). - - .

.+~ . WARNINGS AS TO PRAYER :
:This study-in the epistle of James would not
be complete without pondering the solemn words
of -chapter 4.1-3). Doubtless, this servant of God

.. James’ rarely speaks of ““The Father’.

] . ‘ .“God',’ and

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man’

“If I regard iniquity in my’

heard or knew something that disquieted him, in
regard to the behaviour of those, or of some of
them to whom he was writing. Whether the wars
and fighting wers physical or moral we may not
be able to decide. There is a smiting with the
tongue (Jer. 18.18) and there are words that
wound (Prov. 18.8). In any case, prayer was hin-
dered or ruined. “Ye have not, because ye ask
not.” Carnal strugglings may accompany a de-
sire to “have” and “obtain”, but peace and
brotherly love are surely pre-requisites for true
prayer—prayer that will be heard.

“Further, there may indeed be an “asking”, but
“amiss” or “evilly”, that is, with a heart planning
to “spend” in “pleasures” what is desired. Can
it be possible that these words are written to be-
lievers? ' Yes, and those following (verse 4) are
even more solemnly heart-searching. But the
Lord Jesus—and how many of His words are
echoed in this epistle—spoke just as plainly.
Read Luke 21.34-36. Dear fellow-saved-ones,
how can there be a life of prayer if to us the
world is attractive in any measure?  Perhaps
these words describe a condition, in measure, of
assemblies or individual belicvers today. There
certainly seems to be a “world-bordering”, and
even some love of the world, whilst a Christian
profession is outwardly maintained; beneath,
however, there may be a rebellious heart, a
factious spirit, an unsuspected resentment of the
“too rigid” godliness of some. All this is des-
tructive of real prayer, and calls for repentance.
“Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify your
hearts, ye double-minded. . . . Humble your-
selves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift
you up” (4.8-10). .

SPECIAL OCCASIONS OF PRAYER

Three are mentioned, two general, the other
specific. “Is any among you afflicted (sufféring
evil)? Let him pray”. Not, “Let him seek relief,
or justice, or his rights”, but take the matter to
God, and leave it in His hands. “Is" any sick
(strepgthless) among you? Let him call for the
elders of the church; and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the Name of the Lord;
and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and
the Lord shall raise him up® (5.14.15). As in
chapter 1, faith is emphasized (Heb. 11.6). How
we wish, dear fellow-believers, the unity of the
church were manifest today as it was then, so
that this command could be eyactly carried out
by elders with the qualifications required for such
(see 1 Tim. 3.1-7 and Titus 1.5-9). Nevertheless,.

. God does even today, though the saints are.

divided, resfore sick ones to health in answer to.
prayer. Let it never be forgotten, however, that
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sickness—even a prolonged state of weakness—
may be God’s definite appointment for some, for
His Own glory, and the display of His strength
made perfect in weakness. .

A specific instance of prayér is that of Elijah,
a man, as ourselves, subject to like passions.
Three years and six months elapsed between the
two petitions mentioned. He prayed for the with-
holding of rain—that is, a form of judgment upon
an apostatizing people. Such a prayer is not fitt-
ing for a believer today, for he leaves all judg-
ment to God, however fearful the apostasy. He
is bidden to pray for all kinds of men (I Tim.
2.1-4), confident that God will answer in His Own
way.

lj)loubﬂass, it was more pleasing to Elijah’s
heart to pray for the blessing of rain. He was in
the line of God’s will; ltlherefore both p::alerss—o
“he prayed in prayer” (lit.)—were answered.
maypl:glievers pray for the coming of the Lord,
for “He shall come down like rain upon the mown
grass: as showers that water the earth” (Ps. 72.6).
See also James 5.7.8. But let us “ask in faith”,

‘Suggested Dajly Readings

‘““1F THE LORD WILL "--NOVEMBER, 1956

Day R EAk) ING & LEARNING
Psalm '| Mark Jeremiah | Hebrews
1 109 12, 1-12 31. 9 12, 6
110 13-27 10 - 7
3 111 28-44 11 8
4 112 13. 1-13 12 9
5 13 14-23 13 10
6 114 2437 13 X
Vi 11§ 14.. 1-16 15 12
8 116 17-31 16 13
9 117 32-42 R 17 14
io 118 43-52 18 15
11 119. 1-8 53-72 19 16
12 9-16 15. 1-1§ 20 17
a3 17-24 - 16-28 21 18
14 25-32 29-47 22 19
as 33-40 16, 1-20 23 20
16 4148 Luke 1, 120 24 21
17 49-56 1. 21-38 25 2z
18 57-64 39-56 26 23
19 65-72 57-66 27 24
20 73-80 67-80 28 25
21 8:-88 2. I«Ig 29 26
22 8996 20-35 30 27
23 97-104 36-52 3 28
24 105-112 3. 1-14 32 29
25 113-120 . 1§-22 33 13. 1
26 | 121-128 23-38 34 2
27 | 129-136 4 114 35 3
28 137-144 15-32 36 4
29 . 145-152 37
30 153160 | . 3;:::2 38 g

SPECIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD'S DAY
November, 1956 ) -
4. Num. 24. 12-17. Ps. 45. 3-7. Rev. 2. 24-29, 22.26.

2 Pet. 1. 16-19.
11. Num. 25. 3-5, 9. Ps. 106. 28-31. 1 Cor. 10. 11-22.
Eph. 5. 1-11. 2 Cor. 6. 14-5.1.

18, Num. 25. 10.18. Num. 31. 1-8. Mal 2. 4.
2 Tim. 2. 1-4.. 2z Cor. 10. 2-6.

Num. 26. 1-4, 52-56. Acts 26, 15-18. Rom. 8. 16-21.

Eph. 1. 3-18. 1 Pet. 1. 3-9.

Notes on Memorized Verses
JEREMIAH 31
8. Israel and Ephraim—not the church—but do not saints
today realise the sovereign grace of God Who says, “I
will cause™, resulting in, ‘‘They shall come’™ 10. Not
only gather, but keep. 11. Redeemed and ransomed. So
are we (1 Pet, 1.18.19). 12. Grace leads to gratitude, and
abundant blessing. 13. Again, God’s “l1 will”’ and the
response, ‘‘They shall”. 14, Priests and people. Noth-
ing satisfies the soul but God's goodness. 15. A fresh
note, in a minor key; a prophecy fulfilled (Matt. 2.16-18).
16. 17. The slaughtered children will have a better resur-
rection, ‘‘in thine end’’, that is when Christ comes again.
18. 19. Confession and a sense of shame, and repentance,
when God ‘‘turns’ or converts. 20. What tender words
are here. God reveals His heart-feelings. 21. *‘Set thine
heart”—a call to purpose. “Toward the highway.” For
us the strait gate and the narrow way. 22. A new
thing—a prophecy of the virgin birth. 23. Blessing in
the land of Judah, when their captivity is ended. 24.
**Judah itself'® means the land—not heaven. 25. The
tenderness of God toward the weary and the sorrowful.
26. Perhaps the prophet experienced the blessings of the
previous verse, the sweet sleep being also God’s gift to

25.

him. 27. “1 will sow.” 28. “I will watch . . . build
-« . plant.” 29, A proverb current in Israel (Ezek.
18.2). 30. But God will judge every man according to

his own works. 3l. The new covenant for Israel in days
to come, but we are included therein now (Heb. 8). 32.°
The broken covenant is ‘“ready to vanish away”. 33.
. God will ensure the continuity of the new covenant.
Christ is the Mediator, through His blood (see Heb.. 9)-
34. Knowledge and forgiveness. Ours now in Christ,
but their’s when *‘the days come”™. 35. The Creator
and Upholder. 36. The seed of Israel cannot cease from
being a nation. God has said so. 87. “All that they
have done” will not hinder God's purpose. 38-40. The
places mentioned forbid a spiritualizing; there was a token
—fulfilment in Nehemiah's day. The full fulfilment will
be in the day of Christ. -
JEREMIAH 32
1. A time-mark (see 2 Kings 25). The siege had lasted
one year, and continued one year more. 2. 3. Shutting
Jeremiah up could not nullifly the Word of the Lord. (2
Tim. 2.9). 4, 5. These words came true. 6. ““The
Word of “the Lord came™, an oft-recurring sentence, as
though to emphasise that GOD spoke through the prophet.
7. A strange message, in view of the siege then in pro-
gress, 8. yet the coming of his cousin confirmed the word.
9. Bought and paid for." 10. 11. The deeds written,
sealed, according to law. 12. An open transaction,
which, under the circumstances, may have seemned folly
to the witnesses. 13, 14. Baruch was Jeremiah’s secre-
tary (see ch. 36). The deeds preserved, in certain hope of
a restoration. This was faith. 15. This came true in .
Ezra’s day, and will have complete fulfilment when Christ
reigns. 16. After acting in faith, he prayed (note verse
25) seeking to know God’s mind. 17. The LORD is
Creator. What can He not do? 18. The Name of God.
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Thus we pray (cf. Eph. 3.20.21). 19. Great, mighty,
and righteous. 20. 21. ““An Israelite indeed’ never for-
gets the redemption and deliverance from Egypt. Nor
should we fail to remember (2 Peter 1.9.12.15) See 1 Cor.
x1.24.25. 22.  God’s faithfulness, but 23. man’s utter
failure—*“have done nothing’’. 24. *“Behold’* and “Thou
seest,”” yet 25, “Thou hast said.”” Jeremiah believed
God, yet would seek further light. 26. Then came the
“Word”. 27. God underlines what Jeremiah has said
about Him, in his prayer. 28. But He will perform His
purpose, and, 29, because of Israel’s awful idolatry, their
city shall be destroyed. It was (see 2 Kings 25.9).

- Suggested Daily Readings

“: EF 'JFHE L_ORD WILL "—DECEMBER, 1956

Day READ&NG | LEARIN,ING
Psalm | Luke Jeremiah | Hebrews
1 119. 161-168 5. 1726 31. 39 13. 7
2 169-176 27-39 40 8
3 120 6. 1-19 32. 1 9
4 121 20-34 2 10
5 122 33-49 3 23
6 123 7- 1-17 4 12
7 | 124 18-35 5 13
- 8 125 36-50 6 14
9’ 126 | 8. 1-15 7 15
10 127 16-25 8 16
11 128 2640 9 17
12 129 41-56 10 18
13 130 9. 1-17 n | 19
14 131 | 18-27 12 20
15 132 2845 13 21
16 133 46-62 14 22
17 134 io. 1-16 15 23
18 135 17-29 16 24
19 136 3o42 17 25
20 137 11. 1-20 18 [James 1.1
21 138 21-36 |. 19 2
22 |[. 139 3754 20 3
23 140 12, I1-21 21 4
24 148 22-40 22 5
25 142 . 41-59 23 6
26 143 13- 117 24 7
27 144 18-35 25 8
28 145 4. I-11 26 9
29 146 12-24 27 10
30 147 25-35 28 3
31 148 . 15. 1-10 29 12

SPECIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD’S DAY
December, 1956
2. Num. 26. 63-65. @ Cor. 10. 5.6. Heb. 3. 7-19.
Jude 5. 20.21. Heb. 12. 1-3.
Num. 36. 1-5. Josh. 17. 3-6.
. Acts 20, 32. Gal. 3. 26-29.
16. -Num. 27. 12-17. Ps. 78. 70-72. John 10. 0-18.
Heb. 13. 20.21. 1 Pet. 5. 1-4.

9. Num. 27. 1-11.
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23. Num. 27. 18-23. 2 Kings 2. ¢-15.

John 14. 12-:16, 20.19-22. Rom. 8. g-15.

~30. Num. 28. 1-8." i Pet. 2. 59- Heb. 13. 15.16.
: Eph. 5. 2. Rev. 5. 6-13-
—&—

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 68. 18.

Only those “IN CHRIST,” and drawing pear
acaording to Hebrews 10. 22, can * CONTINUE in
prayer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS-
GIVING.” - © Colossians 4. 2,
1. For those in authority (Rom. 18. 1, 1 Tim. 2. 1-4).
The times are solemn: our * politics ** remain
heavenly (* citizeaship,” Phil. 8. 20), but our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the-
days of Ezra (8. 10).

siael—scattered, . peeled, confused—that God
may see in us the intensity He has appointad
(Isa. 62. 6, 7), and that Psalm 122. 6 aud
Jeremiah 51. 50 may be a reality to us.

8. For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants and
difficulties, particularly in other lands.

4. For saints on the Continent, and their many  diffi-
culties, including pérsecution and repression.

5. For troubled China, and the trisls of God’s servants
in that land, and for saints in Korea, Cyprus and
North Africa,

6. For the Lord’s work entrusted to us, in this and

other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and lters-

ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never set

down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3.14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (Canada and

U.S.A. temporarily). F. A. Franco (Argentina and

around Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), E. Lutz (Switzer-

land), D. Werner (Germany). Continue to pray for
the Lord’s enabling if He will, of additional fellow-
workers for S. America, and the translation of

Scripture.

growth of literacy, opening doors both to
evangelical ard ideological literature, in many
lands. :

8. For aged believérs, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm 92.

. 14 may be realised.

9. For God’s blessing in families (* Thou and thy
house ’), and that many *‘ little ones’ may
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).

10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
fellow saints.

2. For

7. The

If the Lord will, to be continued
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Poem to help Christian Experience—u's:

“Jesus Christ . . . Whom the heaven must rfeceive until
the times of restitution of all things.” Acts 3.20.21.

The heavens must our Lord receive,
And veil Him from our mortal eyes:
But still our waiting hearts believe
‘That God—our God—will rend the skies,
And send His Son again to earth,
To bring her peace, to heal her deéarth;
Yea, it will be a second birth .
In that glad day when the Lord comes.

Though Israel now is set aside,
Yet God—our God—is gath’ring in
For His Dear Son a chosen bride,
For whom a Sacrifice for sin
The Lord became. But Israel
" Shall Iook on Him, Emmanuel;
The nation be redeemed as well
In that glad day when the Lord comes.

'Tis always darkest ere the morn,
The growing darkness may be felt;
The Truth of Ged the nations scorn,
Yet hearts, from ill forebodings, melt.
But saints, redeemed by sovereign grace
Look for a true abiding place,
Bat, O to see Him face ta face
In that glad day when the Lord comes.

Soon shall be heard the mighty voice
Of God’s archangel, and the sound—

The rousing trumpet sound. Rejoice,
Ye saints in all the earth around.

God will His -age-long silence: break,

The ‘‘dead in Christ’™” shall all awake,

And we, then ‘“‘changed”, our way shall make
With them, to the air. when the Lord commes.

+
Words of Encouragement.

“Your life is hid “Your life.” Yes, ’tis
with Christ a present possession, for

in God.” “God Who is rich in

Col. 3.3. mercy for His great love

., wherewith He loved us,
.even when we were dead in sins, hath made us
-alive together with Christ” (Eph. 2.4.5). To the
“former things “ye died”, and a “new man” hath
fcm.mted (Col. 3.10). Not only is this life

surely ours, but it is certainly secured. “It hath
been hid with Christ”®, and He is in glory at the
Father’s right hand; and, as if to give a double

- assurance, that life is in God. No created being

can touch our treasure, which is not only in
heaven; we are possessors of eternal life mow.
But it is “hid”. Man does not recognigg it, nor
does he understand the saint’s peace ani§foy any
more than Samson’s enemies could discert where-

" in his great strength lay.

Some day—and it may not be far distant—
God’s hidden ones shall be manifested. Christ is
their life, and He Who was taken up out of their
sight, and “Whom the heavens must receive until
the times of restitution of all things”, shall ap-
pear “in that Day”. “Then shall ye also appear
with Him, in glory.” Not only is the place of
glory prepared, but a very condition of glory, for
“we shall be like him”, (Phil. 3.20-21. I John 3.2)
What a prospect for the believer—“when He shall
come to be glorified in His saints, and to be ad-
mired in all them that believe . . . in that Day”!
Think, too, what it will mean to the groaning cre-
ation, for then “the creation itself also shall be
delivered from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the children of God™.
(Rom. 8.21)

“Look up” therefore, “and lift up your heads:
for your redemption draweth nigh.”

- 7

THE MIRACLES OF PRAYER
Percy W. Heward

Who can over estimate the privilege of prayer
to God? And it is deeply precious to know what
prayer has done, or rather what God has done
through, and in answer to, believing prayer.

When a land is closed to the post, and weé seem
cut off from believers there, how blessed to know
that prayer is not only quicker than a letter, but
quicker than a cable, and, moveover, our Father
knows just how to apply the blessing. We may
not be able to send a gift, or a word, but He can
translate our prayer into the very language of
encouragement for which a weary heart sighs,
and He can pay a prayer-draft in the very “ cur-
rency ” that meets the immediate need and
emergency of a burdened child of God.

And is it not delightful to remember we are not
only praying for many. but being prayed for by
many? And how helpful not to spend too much
time proportionately in prayer for ourselves
(though that is needful), but to enjoy the blend-
ing to which our Father leads. so that we pray
for a brother, and he prays for us, instead of
each being occupied selfishly with himself. Even
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in physical things we ever need others. If I
were to do all for myself, and you for yourself,
how difficult and costly all our arrangements for
food and clothing would become! In spiritual
fellowship we gaim much by remembering others,
though our object is beyond this,—for prayer is
the fruit of love, and prayer ever seeks the glory
of God.'- :

The heaven of heavens eannot contain God, but
prayer can reach His bowed down ear.
nations before Him are less than nothing, but the
prayer of the upright, however insignificant they
are, is His delight. No man can stay God’s
hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou? But
prayer can cause His hand to be with us, and
can confidently plead, “Do as Thou hast said.”
Prayer is not potent in itself, but the prayer of
faith is prevailing, for it is a laying hold of One
Who is Omnipotent. How often we look to our
worthless planning, and seem.to regard trust in
God as a last resource, but actually it, or rather
He to Whom we pray, is the First Resource,
without Whom all our planning is vain. Prayer
makes light of difficulties, and knows nothing of
impossibilities, for with God all things are pos-
sible. Prayer is not based on human reasoning
but on Divine promises. Prayer does not see
Anakim and cities walled up to heaven, but be-
holds Him Who is in heaven, and to Whom
Anakim are less than grasshoppers. Prayer
knows nothing of circumstances changing God,
but it knows much of God changing circum-
stances. Prayer is not -our will altering natural
laws, but it is our will within God’s will bringing
into activity spiritual principles. Prayer is not a
tool given to a child to use at his misguided
pleasure, to injure himself and others, but a

precious instrument which is only usable, when

there is the contact and current, or (shall we not
rather say?) the gracious inworking of the Holy
Spirit to direct our whole being. . Then there is
the true power of prayer, against which nought
of man or of Satan can stand, so that we marvel
not when we read the sentences together, “Re-
sist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw
nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you.”

—

“TTIAT THEY MAY BEHOLD MY GLORY?”
" John 1724
The desire of the Lord Jesus for His people is
thus set forth. It is true that He had graciously
obtained for them all manner of gifts, even in this

world, amid its sin and ruin. It is true that He
wants them to have the everlasting enjoyment of -

happiness in the consciousness of everlasting sal-

All

‘SO joyous,

vation. But do we not, dear friends, often think
of our feelings of safety, and our future in a way
that makes self the centré? Rather should we re-
joice because “He shall be satisfied” (Isa. 53.11).
The ultimate object of God must be the glory of
God, and though He has mercifully linked that
with our blessedness, are we not in danger of be-
ing concentrated on that blessedness as a thing
isolated from Himself? And this easy selfishness
is reaily unkind to ourselves, for our climax of
delight will be, as the versé before us shews, to
behold and realize His glory. .

We little know the “beauty of the Lord our
God” (Ps. 90.17). The wondrous descriptions of !
the throne and city of God cause the mind to
faint, as it were, and, like the queen of Sheba, we
should have no breath in us, if we but believed
and grasped the Divine unveiling. Can we be sur--
prised that Israel’s priests could not enter the
Tabernacle or Temple: when the Lord displayed
something of His majesty? Can we think it
strange that Saul of Tarsus was struck down by
a Light that paled the noon-day sun? We read
the words, “The Lord is my Light”, and again,
“The Lord God is a Sun”, and yet again, “Who
is like Thee, glorious in holiness?” . But yet we .
forget, in everyday life, and in our meetings, the
greatness of our Lord, and become careless; if not.
familiar. .

But is it not well to turn aside from the senti-
mentalism of today to meditate on His glory in
the light unapproachable? (I Tim. 6.16). - And as
we call to mind the strengthlessness of both Daniel
and John, in two different di : when
they looked on-something of the glory of the
Lord, we shall understand, as never before, the -
veiling of the seraphim when they cried, “Holy, -
Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts” (Isa. 6). . -

Dear friends, are we longing to see Christ’s
glory? Are the words, “And they shall see His
face; and His Name shall be in their foreheads”
(Rev. 22.4) merely a verse to us, or a reality and
a call to prayer that we may thes be privileged, -
by grace? Do we love our Lord so that we want
to see Him? Or are we engrossed in owr wishes'
and owr work—which we may call “Christian
Work”—in such a way that His person and ‘the -
“Blessed Hope” have become of secondary im-
portance to us? ' ' : ‘

To think aright of the essential and 'eternal
glory of the Lord Jesus will not only be a check *
to lightness, but a powerful encouragement to the' -
appointed and Scriptural making known of the _
Gospel of the grace of God, that others may share
the privileges, of which even the present anticipa-
tions, and the view as through a glass darkly. are

- Percy W. Heward.



YOUNG PEOPLE’S COLUMN
“]1 AM THE DOOR”
John 10

Every house has a door; most have many doors.
Those who live in the house, even the young ones,
may go from room to room, but have to pass
through doors. Only friends and relations are
asked to come into the house, and they must have
the front door opened to them. They could not
come in as they could not unlock the door. The
head of the house has the key and he can open
and shut it from the inside or the outside. The
house is for the family—father and mother and
children. .

But not only houses have a door. Stables and
cowsheds and barns have doors. The Lord Jesus
once spoke of a sheepfold having a door. What
is a sheepfold? It is a shut-in place, with only
one way in and out, where the sheep are kept for
safety. But the fold of which the Lord spoke was
for a flock of men, that is, the children of Israel,
The True Shepherd was the Lord Jesus Christ, but
there were some men who pretended to be, shep-
herds, yet did not look after the sheep at all.
Others there were whom the Lord called “thieves
and robbers” They made out they were shep-
herds, even that they were God’s Messiah—Christ
—but they climbed up “some other way” to get
into the sheepfold.

At the time the Lord Jesus—The True Messiah
—came, John the Baptist was a kind of “porter”
—one who kept the door. John said “I knew
Him not”, but God gave him a sign, and that was,
the Holy Spirit would come down and stay upon
Him. So he said, “I saw, and bare record that
This is the Son of God” (John 1.33.34).

In this way, John opened the door of the Sheep-
fold to the Lord, Who then began to work and
teach amongst “the lost sheep of the House of
Israel”, ~Yet not all those who were called
“sheep” were really “sheep”; but there were some
among them whom the Lord called His “little

flock”, And these He called by name—*“His
Own sheep”. There were the disciples and many
‘'women who heard His voice, and were “led out”,

that is to say, the fold of Israel and the so-called -

shepherds could no longer be a help to them, for
now they belonged to the Good Shepherd. Listen
to His Own words. “To Him the porter openeth;
‘and the sheep. hear His voice: and He calleth His
Own sheep by name and leadeth them out.”

: Let us stay a moment and ask ourselves, “Has
the Lord Jesus called me? Have I heard His
voice? Am I one of His sheep?” The writer can
say the Lord called him by His grace more than

—¥.Jears -ago, and can also say, “The Lord is
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my Shepherd; I shall not want”. How can any-
one know whether he or she is in the flock of
Christ? Listen again to His words; “My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me”,

But how does one become a follower of the
Lord, for, remember, “He goeth before them™?
No one can be in that flock unless he or she is

.one for whom the Shepherd died. @ The Lord

Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd; the Good
Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep”. We
know from other parts of the Bible why. It was
that He might take all their sins upon himself and
be punished in their place. Can you wonder that
He also said, “Therefore doth My Father love
Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take
it again”. But do you, dear friend, Iove Him be-
cause of His great love in dying for sinners?

Now the Lord also said, “Verily, .verily, I say
unto you, I am the Door of the sheep . . . I am
the Door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved, and shall go in, and shall go out, and shall
find pasture”. One might say, how can the Lord
Jesus be both the Shepherd and the Door? ‘It is »
said that in the East, the fold has only one open-
ing, and the shepherd stands at this opening to
let the sheep go in and out one by one. Also at
night he lies down in this opening, so he knows
whether a sheep tries to get out or a wild animal
tries to get in. So you see a shepherd in that case
is really a “door” as well. -

The Lord Jesus is the ONLY DOOR. You
cannot become a member of His flock except by
coming to Him. “By Me, if any man (really,
“anyone”, man, woman, boy or girl) enter in, he
shall be saved.” Remember, too, He also said,
“I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. No
man cometh unto the Father but by Me”. And
then how precious are the words He has added,
“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish neither shall any man pluck them
out of My hand. My Father, Which gave them
Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to
pluck them out of My Father’s hand™.

Are you in the hand of God?
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*“THEY DID NOT KNOW”'

Who? Those who lived at the same time as
Noah, and who perished in the flood. Why did
they ‘not know? Because, like' so many today,
they were “willingly ignorant’. But some will
say, why talk about a flood that nobody credits
nowadays as having occurred. Nobedy? How
sweeping the assertion! But it is not true. There
are still very many who believe the Biblical
record, And have not recent excavations in the
Middle East revealed a thick bed of clay that
"could only have been deposited by a flood of great
magnitude? Not only does the book of Genesis
record the fact, but other parts of the Bible allude
thereto. Most important of all, the Lord’ Jesus
Christ spoke of the flood as an historical occur-
rence. Have you a “natural® faith in Him? That
is to say, do you regard Him as One Who ever
spoke truth? If so, you must accept His testi-
mony regarding this stupendous event.

But, supposing you do not accept the personal
witness of Christ, or that of Genesis or the writers
of Scripture thereafter, or the unveiling by exca-
vations, are you not obscurantist, or “willingly
ignorant™? It will be a sad awakening if, after
all, you are found wrong. '

Why, we again ask, did Noah’s contemporaries,
not know? Was it not because the idea of a
deluge was fantastic to them? There was some
knowledge of God in the earth, but He was not
loved nor obeyed. Had men formed an opinion
that God was indulgent and would never take
vengeance of their sins; that He was too kind to
execute so severe a judgment? What is certain, is

“that “they were eating and drinking, marrying and

giving in marriage until—* it was too late. Such
things were not wrong in themselves. It was
simply that present employment and enjoyment
dulled the conscience and deadened the apprehen-
sion. Such a state of mind led to the practice of
the vilest wickedness, until “the earth was filled
‘with violence”, C

Oh, dear reader, do not neglect the warnings
of a yet greater calamity foretold in Scripture.
/This record of the flood is given .as a warning.
What God said would come did come. The whole
world neglected and rejected His word and
suffered under His awful judgment. ,

. The.testimony. of Noah by word. and work was
¢lear. and shoyld. have been comvincing. He was
-“Bppreacher. of righteousnass™ (2. Pet. 2.5). The
: MSPW“ gﬂm Christ; was mdeaﬂﬁ vachl:mga-to men
-FROSC. Sperils . were,, gt .death, put.into_a prison.
Morgover, Noah, by the very preparation of the

ark, “condemned the world’:; But a.Gresiter than
Noah came into the world, Who said, “He that
believeth on Him (Christ) is not condemned, but
he that believeth mot is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the
Only-begotten Son of God. And this is the con-
demnation, that Light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil” (John 3.18.19). In these
words, sadly true in the days of Christ’s earthl

life, may be described the state of things in
Noah’s day. We are not- told what men said
about Noah. All we know is that only Noah and
his family—eight persons—were saved in the
flood. The whol¢ world scorned his preaching,
continued in their own. ways, and knew net until
the flood came and took them all away”. There
was no excuse for their ignorance. They loved
darkness rather than light. -

And, how, dear friend, is it with you? Are you
going to face the fact ofthe coming judgment,
sure and swift, and, foreseeing the evil, to hide
yourself? “Whither shall I hide myself?”, you ask.
Are you in earnest “to flee from the wrath to
come”? The writer is not an alarmist. To him
the things he has written are terribly real. But
he can say, on the authority of Scripture, there is
a way of escape, and one way only. “Tis in Jesus
Christ, “Who once suffered for sins, the Just for
the unjust, that He might bring us t0 God”,
“Flee from the wrath to come™.

“AND YE WILL NOT COME TO ME>
(continued from page 65)

clearly. “They are they which testify of Me.”
There lshsuch‘ a atlllllgg a3 seeing an;ih not perceiv-
ing, as hearing and not grasping e import of
what is said. The Lord’s hearers exempli i

this
' “grossness of heart” (Matt. 13.14.15), as their

attitude abundantly shewed,
Lord’s quotation from ISaiah

How great is the mercy that opens blind’ eyes,
unstops . deaf ears, and blessedly disposes the zlill
to come to Christ! If there are many in Christ-
endom who resemble: Israel; of not a few, on the
other hand, it can be said, “But bléssed are your
eyes, for they see, and yous ears, for they hear”,
Is every. reader hereof among such? Therefore
every scribe which is instructed unto the: Kingdom
of heaven is like unto a man that is an house-
holder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure
things new and old” (Matt. 13.16.17.51.52),

6and justified the
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Notés on Memorized Verses

JEREMIAH 32

~30. “Have only . . . have only”. Evil and no good.
3l. From the day that they built it”. The seeds of sin
even-in the earlier days. 32. Not confined to one class.
33. Wilful rejection. An insult to God. 34. The house
of God defiled (c¢f. Matt. 21.12.13). 35. So they were not
of God's mind. 36. The judgment did arrive, but, 37.
In wrath God remembers mercy. 38, He hath not cast
off for ever. 39. The secret—a united heart Divinely
given. 40. A threefold ‘I will” ensures “they shall”.
4. God’s great condescension. Not only “I will’’, but
He speaks ‘‘in truth” (margin). “My whole heart . . .
My whole soul”. Could words be more gracious or tran-
quillizing? 42. “As ... So”. 43. 44. The prophet’s
transaction not in vain (see earlier part of chapter).

JEREMIAH 33

L ,In prison, but the Word came. 2. The LORD
thrice named, a hint of trizunity. 3. In prison, but
prayer not bound. 4. 5. What Jeremiah saw, but God
would shew “‘hidden things’ (v. 3. margin). 6. The city
and the people will be ‘“‘cured”. The “revelation’’ will
not be to ome prophet, but to a whole nation. Peace,
but not at the expense of truth. 7. ‘“‘As at the first”,
8. Cleansing and pardon for ol iniquities. 9. The
nations shall hear. God desired such testimony (Deut.
4.6.7) but Israel failed. 10. Desolation shali give place
to, 1l. Vocal joy, gladness, and praise—*‘as at the first”
(v- 7). 12. 13. Flocks of sheep shall again feed in the
once desolate places. 14. “I will perform” what “I have
promised”. This is God’s word; not to the church, but to
Isrdel and Judah. 15. The Branch (see Isa. 11,1, Zech.
3.8) is Messiah. 16. Jerusalem will-be called by His
Name (see ch. 23.6). :17.-18. ‘See Ezekiel’s last few chap-
ters. 19. Again, “the Word of the Lord came”. How
often this sentence occurs, 20, The Covenant (see Gen.
8.2z). 21. So God confirms His promise. 22. This re-
calls the promise to Abraham (Gen. 15.5) 23. See verse
19. Thus God underlines His purpose. 24. “The two
families”. A phrase not applicable to the Church. 25.
What God says, not what mag says, shall stand. 26.
“I will’’. Divine Sovereign purpose. Let saints remem-
ber, this faithful God is their God also.

JEREMIAH 35

AN

-1. The word. .. from the LORD. 2. “Go ..
speak . . . bring”. 3. The prophet obeyed. *‘The whole
house’, 4  So 'Jeremiah was not alope. *‘A man of
God™ was there. §. 8. Wine, offered but refused, not
because it was wrong to drink, but because of loyalty to
a promise of obedience. 7. Tents, not house§, to dwell
in. 8. A full cbedience. 9. 10. An interesting type of
“'strangers and pilgrims”. - {1. The enemy hinders the
full obedience hitherto shewn, but God’s stress is on .the
abstinence from wine. 12. “Then came™. It is still
*the Word of the LORD"”. 18. “‘Go™ (see verse 2)
““Tell”.” 'I4, Rechabites obeyed their father, but ** ye
hearkened not unto Me™. 15. These words repeated, alsq
in verse 16. **This people”, not “My people”. 17. They
neither heard nor answered. 18. “‘Thus saith the LORD
of liosts™. A special word to Rechabites. 19. Faithful-
ness ‘rewarded. “A man to stand before Me”. God de-
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SPECIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD'S DAY
January

6.

13.
20.

27.

Num. 28. 9.10.

Isa. §8. 13.4.

20, 7.

Heb. 4.

Num. 28. 11 to 15. Deut. 33. 14. Matt. 26. 29.
. Rev. 35, 5.6.

Num. 28. 16t025. 2

Luke 22. 7 to 22,
Num. 28. 26 to 31. A
2 Chron. 31. 2 to §.

Lev.

——

2 Cor. 5. 17.
35- 1. 10t0 19.
John 14. a1.

1t Cor. 5. 6 to 8.

23. 9 to 14.
1 Cor. 15. 20 to 23.

Rev. 1. 5.6.17.18.

Ito1x.
1 Cor. 11. 26.
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SPECIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD'S DAY
February

3- Num. 29. 1 10 6. 35 to 38.

10,
. 17.
" 24

-

Num. j30. 2.
Matt. 26. 36 to 42, §6. Heb. 16. 1 to 10.
2 Cor. 1. 17 to 20. Cal. 3. 14 to 19,
Heb. 2. g to 12.
Rom. 6. 8 to 14.
2 Cor. 10. 3 to 6. Rev. 2. 14 to 17.

Num. 30. 6.7,

Num. 31.1 to 8.

Ps. 45. 6 to 8.
Song. 1. 3.4. John 12, 3 to 8.
Ex. 24. 3.9. Ps. 15. 4.

2 Cor. 8. 1 to 3.
2 Cor. 7. 10.11.

——

REQUESTS FOR PRAYRR AND PRAISE

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 86. 18.

watch in the same WITH THANKSGIVING.”

Colossians 4. 2.
1. For thost in authority (Rom. 18. 1, 1 Tim. 2.
The times are solemn: our *‘politics’ re-
maln heavenly (‘‘citizenship,” Phil. 8. 20), but
our responsibilities to pray are real, even as in

1-4).

the days of Ezra (6. 10).

Eph. 5. 2.

~
.. Only those ** IN CHRIST,” and drawing mear accord-
ing to Hebrews 10. 22, can ** CONTINUE in prayer,” and

2. For Israel—scattered, peeled, confused—that God may

8. ‘For

see in us the intensity He has appoir}ted (Isa. 2.
eremiah 61.

6, 7), and that Psalm 122. 6 and
50 may be a reality to us. -
Hebrew-Christians and their
difficulties, particularly in other lapds.

peculiar wants and

4. Feor
5. For

6. For

7. The

8. For
9. For

69

saints on the Continent and their many diffi-
culties, including persecution and repression.
troubled China, and the trials of God’s servants
in that land, and for sajnts in Korea, Cyprus and
North Africa.

the Lord’s work entrusted to us; in this and
other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may gever settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 8.14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (Capada and
U.S.A. temporarily), F. A. France (Argentine and
around Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), E. Lutz (Switzer-
land), D. Werner (Germany). Continue to pray
for the Lord's enabling if He will, of additional
fellow-workers for S. America, and the transla-
tion of Scripture.
growth of literacy,
evangelical and ideological literature,
lands.

aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm 92.
14 may be realised.

God’s blessing in families (“Thou and thy -
house”), and that many “little ones” may believe
in Christ (Matt. 18. 8).

opening doors both to
in  many

10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with

]

fellow saints.

——
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If you need a higher quality of this document, please ask.

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to
exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s
glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Roman:

[— “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” —]
COPIES FREE (as the Lord enables) on application to:

Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 —- GERMANY — 74343 Sachsenheim
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