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““Thanks be unto God for His
Unspeakable Gift.”

2 Cor. 9, 15.

* Feor not: for I am with thee,” Isalnh 43.5.
Of: the puthwny seems heclouded ;

Much thou dost not understand ;
Is with griel thy soul enshrouded

When thou canst not see God's hund 7

Wait on Him with patient yearning:
Thou the Master's touch shalt feel,
Lowly be, His lesson learning ;
In His presence humbly kneel.

"Tis in love He sits refining,
Through the fire removes the dross,
Till the silver's bright and shining

O'er the shadow of the cross.
AW,

“ When thou walkest through the fire thou shalt
ol be burned ;  acither shall  the Name

kindle upon thee,” Isainh 43, 2,
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’ Words of Encouragement.

i “ Your need.” The child of God
‘ P’hil. 4. 19. has a perfect Father
\" Lacked ye anything ? (Matt. 5. ¢48). The

And thev said, Nothing.” most kindly “‘fathers

g Luke 22. 35. of our flesh ”” fall
far short of perfec-
{ion. They err, but *‘ the Father of our spirits

cannot crr in knowing and doing. He Who
knoweth our need before we ask, and Who open-
eth His hand and satisficth the desire of every
living‘thlng, (Ps. 145. 16), will not fail His cl}ild-
ren, The outlook may be dark, even depressing,

but, if the Kingdom of Gad be first sought, all they |

need will be added (Matt. 6. 33).

““ Your nced ”’ may be varied, but one who
knew by ‘experience said, ** My God shall supply
all your need.”” ** If any man lack wisdom, let
him ask of God.”” He, unlike man, giveth
liberally, and without reproaches.  Can God,
Who loveth a cheerful giver, be in any way less
than such ?  Isracl in the wilderness ‘‘ laucked
nothing ” (Deut. 2. 7)., The disciples, sent
forth by the Lord, without purse, scrip, and
shoes, lacked nothing. Our God does not send
us forth at our own charges. Let us trust our
perfect Father,

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66. 18.

Only those ‘ IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10. 22, can ‘ CONTINUE ” in
praver, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.

“ Praying in the Holy Ghost.” Jude zo0.

1. For those in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim. 2. 1-4).
The times arc solemn: our ‘ politics *’ remain
heavenly (‘ citizenship,” Phil. 3. 20), but our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10).

Isracl-—scattered, peeled, confused-—that God
may see in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isa. 62. 6, 7). and that Psalm 122. 6 and
Teremiah gr. §o may be a reality to us.

-3. Far Hehrew.Christiane snd their neculiar wants and
difficulties, particulacly in other lands,

2. Fot

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

4. For saints on the Continent, and their maany diffi-
culties, including persecution and repression.

5 For troubled China, and the trials of God’s servants
in that land.

the Lord's work entrusted to us, in this and
other lands, und by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24. Phil. 3. 13)~with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (l.cbanon
and Palestine), F. A, Franco (Argentine and
around, Uruguay, Brazil, ectc.), H. D. Werner
(Germany.  Continue to pray for  the Lord’s
enabling if He will, of additional fellow-workers
for S. America, and the translation of Scripture.

6. For

7. The growth of literacy, opening doors both to
evangelical and ideological literature, in many
lands.

8. For aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm

92. 14 may be realised.
God's blessing in families (* Thou and
house ), and that many *‘ little ones
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).
10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
fellow saints. .
¢ Continue in prayer and watch in the sam

with thanksgiving.” Col. 4. 2.

thy

9. For
may

Poems to Help Christian Experience.—177.

““ Yea, 1 have loved thee with an everlasting
love: therefore with loving-kindness have [
drawn thee.” . Jereniiah 31. 3.

Thou, Lord, art the Ancient of days,
All future to Thee is as now ;
Ne'er giving account of Thy ways,
Alone in Thy counsels art Thou.
Yet Thou, in Thy grace, hast appeared
To persons of Thy loving choice
Who Joved Thee, who honoured and feared
Thy Name, in obeying Thy voice.

Because Thou hast loved, Thou hast drawn
The hosts of Thy chosen to Thee ;
To each one how blessed the dawn
That breaketh when Thou settest free
From darkness and death and despair.
Thy Spirit hath caused them to live,
Yea, lile everlasting to share,
Their, sins dost Thou fully forgive.

Thou drewest with cords of a Man,
With bands of unchangeable love :
Thou bindest them fast, Ah, who can
Bring ought against them, for above
An Advocate liveth ? He pleads

Their cause by the life-blood He gave,
And, sceing He e'er intercedes,

He will to the uttermost save.

Though we on Thy promises rest,
And faithful we know them to be,
Yet this would be stiil our request,
“ Draw me, we will run after Thee.”
Enlarge Thou our hearts that we may
Run on till that morning shall dawn—
That longed-for, that glorious Day,
When upward to Thee we are drawn,



THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD. 8

Parents and Children.

A brief paragraph in a recent issue called forth
a suggestion that the verses in the Bouvk of
Proverbs dealing with the training of children
be brought together, by way of illustrating this
subject.  So  much  failure, both  amongst
believers and non-professors, is apparent, in this
sphere, that no apology should be required for
stressing so vital a need.

The Scriptures abound in illustrations ol lack
of parental control,  Jacob, Eli, Samucl, David,
ah nad wayward sons.  Concerning LEli, the Lord
said, ** For 1 have told him that T will judge his
house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth ;
because his sons made themselves vile, and he
restrained them not.””  Apparently, he  had
neglected his duty when they were children, but
how solemn and far-reaching were the vonse-
quences ! David's son by Haggith—Adonijah
‘““ exalted himself, saying, 1 will be king . . .
And his father had not displeased him al any time
in saying, Why hast thou done so ?

How contrasted is the history of Timothy's
upbringing !  Was not this an illustration of the
words ‘* Train up a child in the way he should
go, and when he s old, he will not depart from
it " (Prov. 22, 6) 2 ** Children’s children are
the crown of old men, and the glory of children
are their fathers ' (17, 6), but, ** Even a child
is known by his doings, whether his work be
pure, and whether it be right ** (20. 11),

The reluctance to chastise is not true kind-
ness, when it is necessary, but should corporal
chastening  be necessary if there is a  right
beginning, that is, from babyhood ? On the
other hand, some of us are very glad that we
“ had fathers of our flesh which corrected us,
and we gave them reverenct ' (Heb. 12, q).
Knowing, by the mercy of God, our own sinful
tendencies (even now, Rom. 7. 18) we may
tremBle to think how we may have degencerated
but for our parents’ ** scasoning,” followed by
that of our schoolmasters.

The *“ rod ™ in the following passages is not
necessarily one for physical beating, but neither
is bodily chastisement excluded.  The spiritual
rod is far more cffective, and a parent walking
with the Lord, and in loving wisdom toward his
children, will Tearn from Him how to make wise
use of that.  Let Holy Seripture speak, and let
the reader cexamine the passages with  their
marginal renderings, comparing also the Revised
Version.

*“ He that spareth his rod hateth his son, but
he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes
(13. 24).

““Chasten thy son while there s hope, and
let not thy soul spare for his crying ' (19, 18).

** Foulishness is bound in the heart of a child,
but the rod of coirection shall drive it fur from
him *' (22, 15).

* Withhold not correction  from the child @
for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shali
not die.  Thou shalt best him with the rod, and
shalt deliver his soul from hell ™ (23, 13, 14)-
(Note also two verses following).

“ The rod and reproof  give  wisdom, but @
child left 1o himself bringeth  his mother (o
shame . . . Correct thy son, and he shall give
thee rest, yea, he shall give delight unto thy
soul "' (29. 13, 17).

All these passages are from the houok of
Proverbs, which, it will be noticed, is nddressed
largely by a father to "' My son.”

Truth, or Triumph.

The day is coming when it will be *CTrath
and Triumph: ' the faithful people of the l..nr'(l
will reign and rule WITH HIM. But now it is
a sign of sin 1o be beloved by the wur.l(l, n sin
to anticipute the authority ol the nullgnnnn’u
(1 Cor. 4. 8). In these days when  Satan's
Athrone is in many a Pergamum, when he ever
worketh in the children of disobedience, 'lll‘l(l is
prince of the power of the air, the Christinn's
privilege is  unpopularity, repronch, contempt,
persceution—for Christ's sake, We must either
be faithful to the Lord, or fondled by the world.
We must either seck God's Glory or man's gold,
We cannot sepve God ind Mammon, We cannot
combine the qualities which will please Him and
please humanity alike, Tt s given to us on the
behall of Christ to suffer.  We are appointed 1o
teibulation ; it lies in the way to the entranee
of the Kingdom of God, ** Some other way "
should have no attraction for us, Do we value
Truth 2 Or du we esteem the rusted riches and
the restless reverence of Egypt more valuable
than the geal recompense and  the retainable
reward **in that day ' ?

PAVLIL (1904).

What a vast difference exists between feeling
the cold outwardly, and an snward or inner cold
that remains, cven if one is covered with clothes
(v Kings 1. 1.). And so it is spiritually, The
first can be met by living activity, not so the
latter. The first is linked with efrcumstances
(around) the Ilatter with personal condition
(within), How this speaks to our hearts,
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S COLUMNS.
Little Things Made Wise.

The spider taleth hold with her hands and is
in kings' palaces.
Prov. 3o. 28.

We have had talks together about three of the
four Jittle things, *‘* wise, made wise,’’—the
Ant, the Coney, and the Locust, Now we are
to speak about the Spider, an insect which some
of you do not like. Yet God made it, so it must
have ‘'some use ; and there are truly some
lessons all can learn from watching one at its
work,

No house can shut out the spider. She makes
her weh, not only in our gardens, but in our
rooms, too ; sometimes high, sometimes low.
Not even the grandest house is without a spider
somewhere.  She does not want a very big hole
to creep through,

Now, our text tells us she has ‘“ hands "’'—two
hands—and she uses them, to spin, to catch her
prey, and to move about ; but the two things
we are told about her are—

(a) She *‘ takes hold ”’ with her two hands.

(b) She is in kings’ palaces.

So, in the greatest house in the land there is
a home for the spider. Not that the king wants
her there, or takes pity on her and brings her
there ; but she finds her way in, and takes hold,
and keeps there until she is swept out., '

But I read of a lovely home, where there is a
great King, and though I may be in His sight
(for He is God) as small and mean as a spider,
yet He does not drive ine away ; no, His Son,
the Lord Jesus, is now up there preparing a place
for me, for He wants me to be with Him for
ever,

Now, many there are who do not think at all
about heaven, for they are so taken up with earth.
Earth they can sec. Heaven they do not see,
5o they forget all about it. Such people are not
wise. But what about you ?

Remember, we have been saying that God
makes even little things wise.  He can make
you wise by the Holy Scriptures, though you
may be very young. But what will those do who
arc made wise by Him ? They will trust Him.
They will ** take hold’’ of His words, and
believe them, That is faith, Faith is like ‘¢ two
hands ’* that you cannot sce, but it is something
God puts into the heart. God’s Word speaks
of a Saviour Who tells sinners to come to Him,
because He once died to put away sins. His
precious blood covers sin, and those who ‘‘ take

3

hold ** of His Words with the * hands *’ of
faith are forgiven, and their sins will not be
remembered by God..

Dear child, if you are thus able, by His mercy,
to take hold, you will belong to the palace of the
Great King, and some day, you will live with
Him there for ever.

So you see we have learned many lessons from
the ** little things made wise.”

1. We must be prepared for the great day

that is coming. We must be in earnest.
This is what the Ant teaches us.

2. There is a place of safety—a rock—to
which we must run if we want to be saved
—The Rock Which is Christ.  This is
what the Coney teaches us.

3. There is One Leader, Jesus Christ, for
His pecople, Whom He gathers together
that they might keep together and feed on
His Words. This is what the Locust
teaches us,

4. There is a bright Home above, where the
Great King dwells, and those who trust
the Lord Jesus to save them, shall dwell
with Him for ever. This is what the Spider
tcaches us.

Are you *‘ wise, made wise " ? Are you safe

safe *in Chr.st ’’ * Do you love to gather with
His people ? Shall you have a place in heaven ?
May God, in His mercy, causs you to say ‘‘yes’’
to all these questions.

““ Behold, I will bring forth My servant, the
Branch: ” ** Behold the Stone: ' ** Behold, 1
will engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord
of hosts 7’ (Zech. 3. 8, g). Precious, indeed,
are the three *‘ Beholds.”” Are we surprised at
the added promise of grace, ‘‘ I will remove the
iniquity of that land in one day” ? God is
gracious: God is mighty: God is faithful.

Do not be occupied with the suggestion that
another is talking at you, nor spend your time
in suspecting his motives. Rather seek God’s
dealing with your own heart, through what-
ever He permits,

TYPEWRITTEN NOTES.

Many copies of these various notes of addresses
by Percy W. Heward have not been returned by
borrowers.

May we remind of the last phrase of 1 Pet.
3. 8 and Rom. 13. 8, and request an early return
of any copies still held.



THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE,

Some of “ Those Things Which Are
Most Surely Believed Among Us.”
An address by Mr. P, W, Heward, April, 1917.
(continued)
A House or Gob

Such a believer, therefore, has responsi-
bilities respecting a ** House of God ' where
spiritual  sacrifices are to be offered up,
where there is the breaking of bread on the
Tord’s Day EVENING (Supper, 1 Cor. 11. 20)
with  UNleavened bread of which He said
** THIS do,” and the fruit of the vine, for He
never used the generic word ** wine,’* nor is
there ANY authority for ferment, but strong
evidence against it.  The believer is respon-
sible to be gathered in the carrying out of this
precious command, and in the light of the
Lord’s emphasis it is a very serious matier for
one who loves His Name to be absent at any
time from this gathering ; or indeed, from a
continual mecting together, inasmuch as  we
believe that Scripture sets forth our weakness
more than we realise, since we are encouraged
to exhort one another DAILY lest any be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin ; we
are stimulated not to forsake the assembling of
ourselves together, but to exhort one another,
and so much the more as we see the day
approaching (Heb. 3. 13 ; 710, 25). We con-
fess that in us, that is in our flesh, dweclleth no
good thing, and therefore it is our responsibility
to mortify the deeds of the body and to mortify
our members that arc upon the earth (Col, 3. 5).
\We have no thought of perfectionalism in the
flesh, but we have an earnest desire to press
toward the mark, and to go on from strength
to strength with increasing victory over the
flesh, and the world, and the devil, We
" believe that children of God should be earnest
in their daily lives as to prayver and the study
of the Scriptures, that they should seck to be
consistent in home and in business, that they
should beware of *‘ little ** things which grieve
‘and dishonour their Locd.

MinisTry AND Disciruing,

Further, with respect to the assembling of
God's people we find in Scripture OPEN prayer
and praise even in days of wenkness, but a
somewhat  restricted  ministry, . Restricted  as
God grants gifts (Eph. 4. 11) or as He cnables
those who by maturity are able to teach (Heb.
5. 12) ; if there is departure from the principles
which God sets forth we believe that in accord
with 1 Cor. 5, His people should mourn. In
accord with Matt. 18 they should scek to remove
the evil that a brother may be * gained,”” but
if there be a defiance of the Lord’s authority
there must be u sorrowful exclusion, ** Let him
be unto thee as @ heathen man and o publican.”
The discipline of one assembly of God is the
discipline of all assemblics of God, 1t is there-
fore important that individualism and selfishness
should not assert themselves.  God has been
pleased to provide for fellowship in these matters,
First, by the working of His Holy Spirit, and
secondly, He marks out servants of His Who
wili have fellowship in  the arrangements of
different gatherings in different tocalities  that
in holy harmony His will may be carried thrnn.gh.
The failure around may prevent our immediate
realisation of all which this means, nor do we
wee the clders who must have certain high
qualifications, but we confess hefore God  that
thev  are desirable, though not nccessary, for
\1\0':-:|rl‘)‘ilxg ot of the Lovd's '.u‘\':}\\p:'cn.\cnts HES
to breaking bread and Christian discipline. We
cannot aceept substitutes for the Lord's plan,
or lower His standard to suit emergencies,

The ministry of sisters in an assembly of God
we believe to be set aside definitely in 1 'Cm‘.
14 as to word of mouth.  But their ministry
in other respects is of deep importance, Fhere
must be no rivalry between children of God in
respective spl\cn';. Many brethren are not
called to public ministry ; likewise as to prench-
ing the Gospel of the grace of God there are
diversities of Divine arrangements. We acknow-
ledge that the Gospel must he preached and
that the special opportunity is in the open air,
where the testimony is to he made not wil'h
man-attractive  and  flesh-pleasing  accompani-
ments, nor linked with worship which belongs
to n gathered praising assembly, but that there
should be the definite declaration of man’s sin,
and God's grace through the finished work of
the Lord Jesus. As to believers' pilgrim-like
position we believe this includes a separation
from laving up of treasure on carth ;  from
membership of trade unions, and co-operative
societies ;  from gaudy attire, from elaborate
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homes, and from any arrangements of the same
character. ’

Our Horg as 1o THE FuTURE.

We belicve, as to the future, that this dis-
pensation will soon close, that the circumstances
around us are heading up to a climax, and
lawlessness will be followed by the revelation
of the lawless one. But we are not occupied
with signs of the times, though we acknowledge
them. We look for a Saviour Whose sign will
appear in the heavens immediately AFTER the
tribulation, and in accord with His promise His
blood-bought people will be kept OUT OF THE
HOUR of the testing which, with the last vials
of wrath, FOLLOWS the period of the tribula-
tion. Our hope therefore is not death, nor is
it the improvement of the world ; rather That
Blessed Hope and the Appearing of the glory
of our Great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We totally reject the thought that Christ came
at the Siege of Jerusalem. We totally reject
the thought of any secret coming of Christ in
the last century, or any idea of a secret coming
to receive His people unto Himself in the future.
When He catches up His people, it will be at
the appointed time of Matt. 24, and in mani-
fested glory. They will be present at the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb, and rejoice.
They will be at the Judgment Seat of Christ in
regard to their works. Everyone will receive
praise of God (1 Cor. 4. 5), every believer will
have SOME fruit, (John 15). If there is no
fruit there is no life. But there will be diver-
sities of reward. The Lord Jesus will descend
to the earth.  Judgment which has been held
back in the time of God’s forbearance, like as
in the days when the ark was preparing, will
then be manifested, and He Who, when on
carth, said, *“ Man, Who made Me a Judge and
a  Divider 2" will then judge among the
nations, and divide the spoil among His people.
For a thousand literal years He will reign upon
this earth, with Jerusalem a praise in the earth,
His capital city, where the temple will be
crected on the exalted mount, and from which
living waters will go in both directions. All who
are blessed in that millennial dispensation will
be blessed WITH Israel, However, some will
vield feigned obedience, and at the end of the
thousand years when Satan js rcleased, théy
will march against the camp of the saints, and
the beloved city (Rev. zo. 7, 8). But there will
be the fulfilment of the declaration as to the day
of the Lord, fire shall descend from heaven, yea
the carth shall be burned up, and the clements

shall melt with fervent heat. The redeemed of
all dispensations including those in the millen-
nial age will then realise the words, ‘“ New
heavens and new earth wherein dwelleth
righteousness "’ (2 Pet. 3. 8-13), but those who
know not God, and obey not the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ will enter into the solemn
judgment standing before the great white
throne. Death and Hades (which is now in the
centre of the earth) will be cast into the lake of
fire ; there will be no change, no release, either
by restoration or by unconsciousness. An
eternity of woe is contrasted with an eternity
of bliss, and as God’s people view this solemn
climax of all that has gone before, their hearts
are compelled to say, ‘‘ Oh the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God.” How wondrous too that He should save
any, and that those who deserve to be for ever
sent away from Him should in Christ Jesus be
for ever made near to share glories beyond all
parallel, and beyond all thought, which God has
prepared for those who love Him, and which
he will not take away !

“ 1 will yet for this be anquired of by the
house of Israel, to do it for them ”

Ezek. 36. 37.

God loves to make known His ways to those
who dwell in His secret place, for the secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him. He seeks
those who can listen to His wisdom, who are
not too busy for worship and communion, who
are desirous of His standpoint, and who under-
stand, in some measure, Himself. Such, by
grace, we long to be,

The natural man receiveth not the things of

-the Spirit of God, and the apostle could not

speak to those who were carnal of the deep
things of God. But those who would be
spiritual have the mind and viewpoint of Christ.
May the desire for such experience be your
heart-concern and mine ! Intellectual advance
1s vain, feverish activity is empty. OQur heart-
need is to know, love, and please our Father and
to walk in His will. O that all ministry may be
meat in due season, and applied by the Holy
Spirit, and also be used to bring forth much
fruit,
P.W.H.

Saints are possessed, dressed, blessed, and
caressed by the Lord Jesus,
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Inspired Words, Inspected.
No. 4

“« Now to Him that is of power to stablish
you according to my gospel, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery, which was kept
secret since the world began, but now I8
made manifest, and by the scriptures of
the prophets, according to the command-
ment of the Everiasting God, made known
to all nations for the obedience of faith: to
God, only wise, be glory through Jesus
Christ for ever. Amen.”

Romans 16. 25°27.

This is onc of the doxologies in which Paul

delights to exalt his God, its subject being, as
~ often, the Divine Sovereignty, and the gracious
purposc of the Eternal God.

NOW (de) ; ‘‘but,” ¢
second word in sentence.

TO HIM THAT IS OF POWER toi duna-
menoi) ; pres. part. dat., from ** dunamai "
(" able ™ or * having power '),  whence
*“ dynamic.”” God alone wise (v. 27) is God alone
able. ** Power belongeth unto God.”

TO STABLISH (sterixai ;  derived from
“histemi,” 1 stand) ; io set fast, make to stand
firmly, establish, confirm.

YOU (humas) ; this word occurs in front of
‘* stablish.”

ACCORDING TO (kata, followed by acc.).

MY GOSPEL (to euaggcelion mou) ; ¢ the
gospel of mine >’ (lit.). Not that Paul had a
different message from that committed to others.
When he says, ‘* My Lord,”” and ** My God,"
it means that faith appropriates. The gospel
was committed to him ; therefore he calls it
“ mine,”’ without excluding others from a like
pussession.

AND (kai) ; small word but important.

THE PREACHING (to kerugma) ;
heralded message,”’ or  proclamation,
kerusso, ‘‘ to herald.”

OF JESUS CHRIST (Iesou Christou) ; geni-
tive, signifying ‘¢ belonging to,” ‘‘ consisting
of,”’ or * originating from,” Jesus Christ. Note
that *“ and " links ¢ Paul's gospel *’ and *‘ the
preaching,”” to shew their identity.

ACCORDING TO (kata, followed by acc.).

moreover,”  the

‘“ the
from

THE REVELATION (apokalupsin) ; no
article preceding. lit.,, an ‘‘ unveiling.”” Reve-

lation is essential ;

suggest this thought.
OF THE MYSTERY

article,

absence of ‘‘the’ may

(musterion) ; no
Not something mysterious, but some-

OF SCRIPTURE, 7

thing unknown to all except ** the initiuted,"’
and those by revelation, |

WHICH ~WAS KEPT SECRET (sesige-
mcnou) H pcrf. pass. part, gen., from Sigﬂu.
“to be silent '3 ¢ having been silenced, or
kept silent.”  As the Hebrew language, having
no vowels, require these to enable the words to
be articulated, so the Coming of the Lord Jesus,
and the giving of the Holy Spirit, have made
vocal that which awas not heard, and revealed
that which was not seen, yet which was in the
Scriptures in mystery (sce Mau, 13, 106, 7).

SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN (chronois
aioniois) ; literally, ** to times cternal,” that is,
in past ages, since, in the present age, God's
will and purpose have been made known to His
chosen, by grace through faith (¢f. 1iph. ik

BUT (de) ; the sccond word, as customary,
in sentence,

NOW (nun), contrasted with the past age.

1S MADE MANIFEST (phancrothentos)
aor, pass, part, gen, Gen, agrecing, a8
 gilenced,’’  with ‘¢ mystery.”" Y Cu}lscd to
appear,’’ as contrasted  with being hidden or
veiled (see Mark 4. 22, luke 8.7, Col. 1. 26).

AND (te) ‘“ and * ; similar to ** kai,"” (but
weaker in force) with which it is several times
found in sentences (t¢ . . . kai and dai oo
te).

BY (dia), literally, ‘' through' ;
instrumentality.

THE SCRIPTURES OF THE PROPHETS
(graphon prophetikon) ; ** the prophetic scrip-
tures.” lit.)) The ** mystery ' was contnined in
the scriptures, although the writers were oot
aware of the meaning of what they wrole.
Therefore by means of  those same Seriptures
the meaning has come to light by the Spirit
(Eph. 3. 5) sce also 1 Pet. 1,

ACCORDING TO (kata, followed by acc.).

THE COMMANDMENT (epitage) ¢ 0o
article preceding, from epitasso, ** 1 grive order,
or command, the thought being the ** arranging
upon,” of soldiers in ranks. There is order in
all God’s plan and purpose, truth suitable to the
“age * being given according to His govereign
will,

OF THE EVERLASTING GOD (tou aioniou
Theou) ;  the adjective ¢ aionios ** (eternal)
from aion (an age) (see verse 27, “* the ages of
the ages ™), God is before the ages (Jude 25).
He is elernal (Ps. go. 2). The adjective js applied
to future punishment and future life (Matt.
23. 406).

MADE KNOWN (gnoristhentos) ;. gop. pnss.
part. Genitive, to agree with *“ mygtepy,'” This
word comes at the end of the verse, an emphatic

denoting
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position. Thus is stressed the grace which
makes known the truth,

TO ALL NATIONS (eis panta ta cthne) ;
““into (or unto) all the nations’’ (note similar
phrase in Matt. 28. 19). Paul delighted in his
privilege of ministering to Gentiles and thus
obeying His Lord’s original command.

FOR THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH (eis
hupakoen pisteos) ; ** with a view to (eis) obedi-
ence.  The object of declaring the truth is the
obedience of the hearer (not as merit on his part,
hut that which is) *“ of faith-”’ ; therefore fruit
of God-given trust (see Heb. 5. g). The same
phrase occurs in Ch. 1. 5. Note also Eph. 2.
8-10,

TO GOD ONLY WISE (monoi sophoi Theoi);
God alone is eternal, wise, able, and in control
of the ages.  This phrase, being dative looks
back to and agrees with the first part of verse 23.

BE GLORY ((hoi he doxa) ; ‘‘ To Whom
the glory.” The absence of a verb suggests,
not only an ascription of praise, but the right of
the cternal God, and the fact that He is not only
worthy, but actually receives and will receive,
glory.

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST (dia Iesou
Christou) ; only through Him, the One Medi-
ator, can the sacrifice of praise be accepted.

FOR EVER (‘“into the ages of the ages )
note on ‘‘everlasting ”’ above. The phrase
suggests an  infinity of ages, and therefore
cternity,

AMEN (amen) from the Hebrew, suggesting
{““ It is truth.” Also a Name of Christ (see
2 Cor, 1. zo and Rev. 3. 14).

“BE STILL®
Mark 4, 39; Psalm 46, 10.

1, ‘Be still,” He said, to those wild waves around Him,
To Satan's violent raging in the gea;
Christ ordered pesace; before the great Elohim
They could but cease and in subjection be.

92, ‘'Bestill," He says to ev'ry sinful motion,
That would His glorious revelation hide ¢
And thenin that blest calm of heart devotion,
He speaks, 'Know I am God—in me abide.’

8. Beatill, my soul. in quiet contemplation
Of Him Who reigns by grace within thy heart ;
Sit at His feet in loving adoration,
Hearing His word and choosing that good part,

4, The: from the rest and stillness of His presence,
Rise up in resurrection pow’'r to serve;
For joined to Him, of life the very essence,
Thou shalt be strong nor from His will shalt swerve,

S.J.D, (Lebanon)

“ A seed shall serve Him.”

Psalm 22. 3o.

The Lord Jesus had no earthly or physical
seed. * Who shall declare His generation ? >
(Isa. 53. 8). Yet, even when bearing the sins
ol a countless multitude on the tree, He saw
seed and the prolonging of His days (Isa. 53. 10).
Always, our beloved Lord looked beyond the
grave, though ever obedient to the Father, unto
““even a death of a cross’ (Phil. 2. 8). In
this He was our Example, though infinitely more,
for He was the Holy Substitute for His elect.
‘“ He is not ashamed to call them brethren ' ;
they are the *‘ sced . . . accounted to the Lord
for a generation '’ (Heb. 2. 11, Ps. 22). Of
these it is also said, ** A seed shall serve Him.”

This holy relationship to Christ—‘* Holy
brethren,”” because sanctified by Him-—does not
dispense with the need and privilege of service.
The Only-begotten SON was ‘‘ God’s Righteous
SERVANT,” Who delighted in His Father’s
will ; and is any service so faithful as that
springing from filial love ? ** O Lord, truly I
am Thy servant: I am Thy servant and the son
of Thine handmaid (Ps. 116. 16).

The Lord’s pathway lay through much tribu-
lation, persecution, misunderstanding, and mis-
representation, yet it was the way appointed for
Him by the Father ; and the servant is not
greater than his Lord, though he be a child of
the Same Heavenly Father, Who knows and has
planned what is best for him.

Saints are to be copies of the Lord Jesus, for
the ** life of Jesus " is to ** be made manifest in
our mortal flesh ’’ (2 Cor. 4. 10, 11), That life
was a life of service, and nothing less befits a
redecemed one, Timothy served with Paul in the
gospel, ‘“ as a son with a father.”” Shall we not
serve as sons with our Father ? ‘‘ And they
shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that
day when I make up My jewels ; and I will
spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him '’ (Mal. 3. 17).

We are not to scek trials for their own sake,
nor an isolated hermitage, but we are not to
avoid trials for comfort’s sake. Only as the
Lord’s will is recognized, and loved, can we pass
through varied experiences seeking His purpose
and His glory in all.

Faith does not, look at difficulties first, but
unto the Lord, and difficulties have a different
appearance when viewed in His light.
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PAUL ROSENBERG.

This beloved brother and devoted servant of
the Lord in the work of the Gospel in South
America, went to be with his Lord in Paradise
on September 12th, 1949, after sulfering moe
than a weck of acute pain.  About a month
previously, he had returned from a missionary
journcy, by no means well. A cold developed
into internal trouble and seriously affected his
remaining kidney, the other having been
removed as the result of an accident some ten
years since. To the last, until he had to be laid
aside, he continued his translation work often
until the ecarly morning hours, and even took a
journey to Buenos Aires in connection therewith,
Like Epaphroditus, ** he disregarded his soul "’
to ‘* fill up *’ service to the Lord.

Born an Israelite, in Warsaw, Poland, in 1908,
he heard the voice of God at the ages of seven,
cleven, and seventeen, but at twenty, he received
the Lord Jesus as his own Saviour. For a few
years he served the lLord in his native town,
where the writer met him and stayed under the
same roof in 1933. ,

In 1936, he married, and Mr. and NMrs.
Rosenberg sailed to Paraguay, South America,
commencing work there on bi-lingual lines, that
is in Spanish (the official languagt) and Guarani
(the native). Later they moved to Uruguay. In
rine years' time, the Psalms, translated into
Guarani, were ready to be printed, and a Gospel
periodical in that language was commenced.

Other printed testimony was also estublished,

the languages chiefly used being Spanish,
Portuguese, and Guarani. In this work our
brother was cheered by the fellowship of

Francisco Franco, who, at the end of 1943, left
Buenos Aires for the centre of Argentina, where
a testimony was planted tn  Corrientes and

Resistencia.  Paul, his wife, and family con-
tinued to reside at Montevideo,  Uruguay,
whilst Francisco helped by transiation into

Spanish and Portuguese. Next to Holy Scrip-
ture, Mr. Percy Heward's writings were  the
subjects for translation,

In a memorandum written recently by Paul
he states, ‘‘ The Guarani line takes us deep
into the interior of Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina,
and Bolivia, and we are looking to the lord 1o
be able to concentrate more and more on these
Guarani-speaking provinces, and continue with
the work of translating the Bible into Guarani.”'

* Pgalms ’’ in this tongue is already in
circulation, ‘* Matthew ' and ‘' Proverbs '’ grc
in the press. Mrs. Rosenberg hopes to sce
these through, and prayer is asked that this may

be successfuliy carried Hut, as well as that other
transltion work may continue to God's gloy.
Pray, o, for Francisco Franco and  fellow-
workers.

The work initiated, under God, by Paul and
Else Rosenbergr, ultimately required ministry in
about cight lunguages, and is amongst believers
and the unsaved of Jews and Gentiles,

Some brief particulars concerning the 't depir-
ture ' of our beloved brother and the ** sowing '
of his body, based on information supplicd by
his widow, ought to be added,

His mind was clear to the Inst, his coneern
being for the work of God and his own family.
Yet in the largeness of his heart, he requested
his friends to visit him, that he might give cach
onc @ minute’s encouraging  word ere he left
them.  The end was calm and peaceful at twenty-
five minutes past eleven in the cvening,

The ** sowing '’ took place in the British
Cemetery on Scptember 1gth, over f(.)ur hundred
persons bheing present, and many scriplures were
read by leading servants of God. Tuis believed
that souls were blesstd,  Certainly, our l)rmlwr:s
voung son Walter received the Lord Jesus m.;.lnu
Saviour on the day his futher ** fell nsleep, ™ as
also did a Russian young woman and a German

woman. L
Our brother's family” is commended to your

prayers. EK.

SINCERITY.

‘The Greek word means ‘‘tested by sunlight’":
ihe Latin (and English), ** without wax."  How
many could say with Paul, ** For our boasting
is this—the witness of our cunsnit:m'c:—tIml, n
simplicity and sincerity ol God, not in ﬂc'shly
wisdom, but in grace of God we have daily lived
in the world "—and again-——'"* For wh are not
as the many, adulterating the word of God, hut
as from God, in the sight of God, in Christ we
speak ' (a2 Cor. 2. 12z, 17) 7 let us yenoun:e
the hidden things of darknbss 5 let us spenk the
truth in Christ, our conscience beanng us wil.
ness in the Holy Ghost,  May we be sincere xci)(l
without offenee unto the day of Christ (Phil,

1. 10),
) P.W.H, (1904).
—

Faith that is not obedience is dead :  true
spiritual faith is the living act of a living person
relying on a Living Derson Who s fully
Reliable, acknowledging Himself, His word,
and His work, without any hesitation,
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Joshua before the Angel of
the Lord.

Zechariah 3

‘This passage of Scripture opens with a vision
of Jerusulem and Israel, represented by Joshua
the High Priest, opposed by Satan, The time
was that of the rebuilding of the Temple. The
close of the chapter takes us to the end of this
present age—the removal of ““the iniquity of
this land ** of Isracl, and the *f restoration,"’
indicated by the words, ** In that day, saith the
Lord of Hosts, shall ye call every man his neigh-
bour under the vine and under the fig-tree.”” Al
this is to be brought about by God bringing
farth ** His Servant, The Branch ' (v. 8).

‘The prominent figure, that is, of earthly per-
sons, is Jushua, with whom is associated his
« fellows.” This man, the son of Josedech, is
frst met with in Ezra. In chapter 3, he stands
up, with others, and * builds the altar of the
God of Isracl.” Then he stands up to set for-
ward the workmen in the House of God. More-
over, he takes a stand for separating truth, in
declaring to would-be helpers the responsibility
of lIsracl alone, under God, for this work—a
stand which brought bitter opposition, culminat-

ing in its cessation *“ by force and power '
(Lzra 4).
For sixteen years, the foundation remained

without its superstructure. The lord’s House
was lying ‘¢ waste ' (Hag. 1. 4). Then, through
the faithful witness of two prophets, Haggai
and Zcchariah, Joshua tose up, with others, and
began to build, continuing until it was finished,
not without some opposition, which, by the ** cye
of their God upon them*’ (Ezra g5) was not
allowed to hinder.

In all these instances, Joshua was not alone.
Mis brethren were with him, also Zerubbabel,
of the royal line of David, and his brethren.
Thus Judah, the Kingly tribe, and Levi, the
priestly, were linked in this work of God ; and,
as they had been stirred by the words of God
throngh Zechariah and Haggai, there was an
union of the royal, priestly, and prophetic,
reminding of the work of Him Who is at once
Prophet, Priest, and King. He it is who bears
the Name Jesus—Jehoshua or Joshua—the sal-
'vmion of the Lord. The first Joshua led Isracl
into the rest of Canaan, this second Joshua was
the .insttnmcnt of revival, whilst the last, our
Glorious Tord Jesus, by His finished work,
obtained rest for His chosen and is the alone
Author of Revival,

What was the condition—spiritually—of Israel

during those sixteen years of inactivity ? There
were some, perhaps the greater number, who
scized upon the compulsory stopping of the
work, to take things easily. Their own houscs
were  embellished and ceiled, and they were
living comfortably in them, but all there stood
of the Lord’s house was the foundation. For
thal fact we may thank God, even as we remem-
ber with gratitude that ** other foundation can
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ > (1 Cor. 3. 11). But what are we build-
ing thercupon, if building at all ? ‘“ Gold,
silver, precious stones, wood,’’ such as went to
the building of the temple, or ‘“ hay and stub-
ble,”’ such as were used in Egypt and Babylon’s
hricks ?

Did Joshua and Zerubbabel also allow them-
sclves to be overcome by apathy and lethargy ?
One thing we do know in regard to Joshua, that
he had not his own house in order, for some of
his sons had married *‘ strange wives ” (Ezra
jo. 18) (sec Deut. 7.3). This was flagrant dis-
obedicnce (see also Lev. 21. 14). But this was
not Joshua’s personal failure, No! Nor do we
read of Eli faltering in his private life, but his
not restraining his sons, Hophni and Phinehas,
is recorded against him, and it led to serious
consequences tor Isracl. ’Tis a pity Joshua
failed to learn the lesson so plainly taught.
Hence we observe the stress upon the godly
control of the family requisite in the case of one
desiring to be a bishop. ‘‘ For if a man know
not how to rule his own house, how shall he
take care of a church of God? " (1 Tim.
3. 5).

Thus there was failure in the very leadership,
and, we learn from Leviticus 4, that the sin of a
priest was regarded as equal to the sin of the
whole congregation, for the same sacrifice was
commanded in each case. Did Zechariah know
of the conditions among the people ?  Did he
speak out of his own intuition or from his per-
sonal observation ? There was no idolatry ;

there was something more subtle.  Satan was

busy.
So the commencing words are :  ‘““ And He
shewed me.”” This expression, or its like,

occurs again and again in the last book of
Scripture, emphasising the need of an unveiling,
or revelation, if John was to know anything at
all about the real state of things existing or the
course of future events. This ‘¢ revelation *' is
exactly what we have before us in Zechariah 3,
and what a revelation !  The High Priest of
Isracl has *“ the Angel of the Lord *’ in front of
him, an Adversary at the side of him, and filthy
clothing around him. “This last must have heen
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peculiarly painful to the prophet, but it was
necessary that he might see how that neither
Joshua, nor Isracl whom he represented, were
being blessed on account of their own righteous-
ness, but of God's sovercign grace—of ‘‘ the
Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem.' ‘Their wor-
ship was defiled.  See Haggai 2. 13, ** So is
this people, and so is this nation before Me,
saith the Lord ; and so is every work of their
hands ; and that which they offer there is
unclean.””  Formal worship may be but vanity.
Behind a facade of imposing organisation and
' busy-ness '’ may lurk much which is unworthy,
mean, proud, and unclean. A full building mz;y
not " indicate a fully-consccrated people serving
therein, A wealth of arrangement may not
cvidence a wealth of attainment, spiritually.
How we need to go into the sanctuary to learn
the real nature of things!

(Z) the Lord will, to be continwed.)

Question and Answer.
No. 144

Do the words of Romans 9. 3 mean that Paunl
aclually awished for himself, on behalf of his
brethren, Israel after the flesh, to be accursed
fiom Christ ?

The statement must be looked at in the light
of Holy Scripture generally,

“First, it would be tmpossible for a creature,
cven though a justified person before God, 1o
become accursed on behalf of (huper) others,
however willing.  Only a personally sinless One,
the Christ of God, could become a curse for
sinners (Gal. 3. 13).

Sccondly, as Paul was now in blessing, his
sins and their judgment having been borne by
Another, he could not become '* anathema ”’
from Christ. His name was in the book of life,
and the gifts and calling of God are without
change of mind.

Thirdly, Paul’s love and loyalty to, and longing
for, Christ, (sec the Philippian epistle) could not
be less than his love for his unsaved friends.

Fourthly, the actual language is, ‘1 was
wishing,”” or *“ I used to wish,”” referring to his
state of heart before conversion. It was a state
corresponding  to  this in  which Isracl still
remained.  They despised Christ and had not
repented of their crv, ** His blood be on us and
on our children.”  Hence Paul’s  poignant
anguish of soul for Isracl. Have we such con-
cery for the lost ?

*otes on Mcwmorized Verees— Contfnned from puge 18:
DANIEL so.

1, Danicl lived to see the return from captivity, 2, &,
Kuowledge of truth o painful thing, but (see v, 12), this
selfadeninl was  a prepavation for  recefvg o truth,
1, 8, 6, * The one Man ** (g, margin) secms parallel with
the viston of Revelstion 1, 7, Daniel's companiony like
those of Pavl (Acts g. 7, 22. 9). 8, Duniel wan alone aad,
9, overcome and oversawed by n heavenly Presence (Inn, 0
and Rev. 1), 10, A hand (ef, Rev, 1. 17) and a volee,
11, The word of power and eocourngement, 12, Prayer
is heard, if not answered for three woekn.

The privilege of pleasing God is only made a
bare duty and hard legalism when there is A
deadness of heart.

Suggested Daily Readings

v IF THE LORD WILIL.'"- JANUARY, 1080,

Day ' READING | LEARNING
Zeoharish John | Daniel |1 Timothy
1, 9, 1.18 | 11, B340 8, 9 . 8
3| s 100 | 11, 47-87 10 T4
8| 4. 1.14 ] 19, 1.11 11 [\
4 & 1-11 | 12, 1326 12 6
51 6, 1.15 | 13, 47-t0 18 7
6) 17 1-14 | 12, 87-80 14 8
70 8, 1-10 | 18, 1-11 16 9
8| 8. 11.38 | 18,  13-20 16 10
91 9. 1-17 | 18, a7-48 17 11
10 | 10. 1-12 1 14. 1-14 18 19
11 1., 1-17 | 14, 15-b1 10 18
12 | 14. 1-14 | 10. 1-19 20 14
18 | 18, 1.9 16, 18.27 21 16
14|14 1.11 | 16, 1-15 24 16
16 | 14. 12-21 | 16. 16-38 8 6, 1
16 | Mal. 1. 1.4 [17. 1-18 24 2
17 4. 117 | 17, 14.28 20 B
18 | 8. 1.18 | 18, 1.14 20 4
19| a. 1.8 |18, 1582 27 b
20 | Gen. ). 1.19 | 18. .88-‘0 9. 1 6
2] 1. 20.31 | 19. 1-12 2 7
22| 3. 1.14 | 19, 18 27 ] 8
3| 2 15-268 { 19, “H 42 4 9
24| 8. 1-13 | 20. 1-10 b 10
% 8, 14-3¢ | 20. 1118 6 n
28| 4. 1.158 | 20. 19-81 7 12
7| 4 16.26 | 21. 1.1¢ 8 13
28 | 6. 1.17 | 21. 15.25 9 14
Acts
9 | &, 18-8% 1, 1.14 10 15
80 | 6. 1121 1, 15-96 11 16
81t @ 18-22 | 2. 1-18 12 17

Srrcial. Reabpings vor THE LoORrD’s. Day.

Jan. 1 Pealm 100 1 Potor 2, § 10
8 w 1032, 1.11, 23.28 Murk 15, 23-38

15 ,, 108 1 Petor 1. 8.9
22 v 104.1-4,24.84 Hebrews1.1.9

19 ,, 105.18% Col. 1.12.20
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“IF THE LORD WILL.""—FEBRUARY, 1950.

Day READING LEARNING
Genesin Acts Daniel 1 ‘fimothy
1] 1 1-12 | 2. 14.28 | 9, 13 5. 18
30 1 18-24 | . 29-47 11 19
3 8. 1-12 8. 1-26 15 20
4 8. 18-22 4, 1-13 16 21
5' 9, 1-17 4. 18-22 17 22
61 9. 18.99 | 4. 48-37 18 23
71 10. 1-82 | 6. 1-18 19 24
8| 11. 1.9 b. 17-82 20 25
Y11, 10-82 5. 33-44 21 8. 1
10 | 12. 1.9 6. 1.15 22 2
11| 13, 1020 7. 1-16 23 3
13 | 13. 1-18 7. 17-84 24 4
13 | 14. 1-16 7. 85-50 25 6
Jbk ] 14. 17-24 7. 51-60 26 i}
15 | 15, 1-21 8. 1-13 2 7.8
16 | 18, 1-16 8. 14-26 {10. 1 g
17 |-117. 1-14 8. 26-40 2 10
18 | 17, 15-27 9. 1.19 3 11
17 [ 18, 1.15 9. 20.31 4 12
20 | 18. 18-33 9. 82-48 b 18
21 | 19. 1-14 | 10. 1-16 6 14
22|19 15-28 | 10, 17-33 7 15
23 [ 19. 20.38 | 10. 84.48 8 16
24 | 20. 1-18 | 11, 1-18 9 17
925 | 21. 1-21 | 11, 19-80 10 18
24 | 21, 223-34 | 12, 1-11 11 19
21| 24. 1-24{ 12, 12-25 12 20
28 | 48. 1.20 | 13. 1-18 13 21

Special. ReEapINGS FOrR THE Lorp’s Day.

FPeb. 5 Psalm 107.1-9 Rev.§, 8.14
14 w110 Heobrews 7. 15-28
19, no 111 Aots 2. 22.24, Heb. 1. 10-14,
9. 24-26.
26 o 112 Phil. 2, §.11, 1 Pet. 2. 21.24

Notes on Memorized Verses.
DANIEL 8.

tast=Mesopotamia (frak).  The
Pleasant land = Palestine,  Antichrist’s Political ambitions,
the *“ Jittle horn ** symbolising him (cf. 7. 8, 24). 10, His
I poligious ' ambitions, supremacy of himself, ** as God "
(cf. 2 Thess. 2). 11, 12, ' The daily ”* (el. ch. 9. 27)
taken away, Truth overthrown, wickedness prospering,
but God is the Unchanging, Immovable Rock, 13, * Haw
long "' ?  Saint speaks to saint (cf. Rev. 6. 10), where
saints speak to the Lord., 14, Th'is is almost double the
1,200 days, the * cleansing " taking: almost as long as
the 33 years defilement. 15, I sought for the meaning.
The desire was granted: 16, Gabriel—an angel (see Luke
1. 19, 26)—appears as a man, yet a Man’s voice speaks
in Command to the angel 17, Daniel's fear as God's
minister came near. John also was awed in the presence

9, South - Egypt,
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of angels. How needed today is ‘' reverence " for God
and ** respect "' for His appointments! 18, ** A deep
sleep.” Why ?  Was it physical weariness ? (Note Luke
9. 32, 22. 45, 40). ‘“ He made me stand '’ (margin), 19,
Note, ** the time of the end’ (v. 17) ‘‘ the last end **
(v. 19) ** at the time appointed the end ” (v. 19). The
*“ end ™ means the end, that is of this present evii age.
20, Now past history. 21, Alexander the Great symbolised.
22, The four heads of ch. 7. 6 and the four divisions of
ch. 11. 4, here seen as fowr horns, represent what has now
een fulfilled, namely, that, on Alexander’s death, four of
his generals divided his kingdom amongst themselves,
God's prophecy has been fulfilled to the letter, 23, ** The
latter time.”” The * King ** is Antichrist, who apparently
will come [rom some part of the ancient Grecian Empire.
24, ‘““ Not by his own power » (see 2 Thess, 2. g and
Rev, 13. 2).  ** Destroy,”” but only physically, the holy
people. 25, * Destroy ** morally, by peace and pros-
perity, those who would have * peace at any price.” But
the ** Prince of princes ' shail * break ™ him. 26, 27,
“ True,” yet ** shut up.” Though * faint "’ and ‘‘ sick,”’
yet Daniel arose and “ did the king’s business.” (See

“Rom, 12. 11).

DANIEL ¢

1. The Babylonian empire ended. The Medo-Persian
begins. Darius apparently a ‘“ sub-king,” since Cyrus the
Persian was ruler. 2, Daniel read the Scriptures and
believed the promise, which was about to be fulfilled.
Yet he prayed on that basis. 3, 4, He sought prayer, as
earnestly as he sought truth (ch. 8. 15). Prayer, suppli-
cation, confession ; also 1cverence for the Great God.
5, 6, Sin is positive and negative.  Omissions are as
serious as commissions. 7, 8, 9, What belongs to God—
His holy and gracious attributes. What belongs to us—
confusion of face, result of sin. 10, 11, Cause and effect.
““ Neither,"” ‘“ not,” ** thercfore,”” Sin, even in the elect,
brings chastisement. 12, 13, Spiritual eyes can recognise
the hand of God in permitting the ‘‘ evil * of captivity,
and the righteousness of law, and, above all, 14, the righte-
ousness of God. 15, A reminder of a great salvation by the
hand, and for the renown, of God. 16, Thy city, Thy moun-
tain, Thy people. A godly man's plea. 17, Therefore hear.
18, Not for our righteousn2sses, but Thy mercies. 19,
Thy city, Thy people, Thy Name—a closing plea. 20, 21,
“ Whiles I was speaking,” the answer came (sce Isa.
63. 24), at the time of the =vening sacrifice. 22, 23, “ 1
am now come,’”’ although, at the beginning . . . the word
came forth.” Gabriel came from the presence of God.
* The vision,” that is, as given in ch. 8, though not then
understood (see ch. 8. 27). 24, Seventy weeks—of years—
not “ weeks of days ™ (ch. io. 2 margin). Note, God
does not say ‘“ My,” but ‘‘ thy ** people and city. “To
finish . . . rightcousness,” does not refer to the work
accomplished by Christ during His earthly life and by
Iis sacrificial death, but to the application of that work
to the salvation of Isracl—Danicl’s people. - 23, Sixty-twa
« weeks ' and seven ‘¢ weeks "—totalling 483 years,
brings to the date of the crucifixion—Messiah cut off (cf.
Isa. 3. 8). 26, The destruction of Jerusalem and the
temple, under Titus, in the year 7o. 27, *‘ One week,”
\hat s, seven years, a period yet futurve.. *‘ The midst,*
leaving 3} years for the great tribulation, brought to an
end by the coming of Christ,

(Concluded on page 11)

Correspondence trom any Believers and Enquirers:.
61 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.7
Phone: Grangewood 4196. No telephoning on Lord's Dav

Norman, Hopper & Co., Ltd., Printers, Boleyn Castle, Upton Park  E.13.
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““The God of Israel is He that
giveth strength and power unto
His people, Blessed be God.”

Psalm 68. 33.

* My peace [ give unto you.” John 14. 37.
\ wondrous peace our Suviour gives,
All earthly peace transcending,
And in the glory now He lives,
With shepherd-care is tending
His own in every dally necd,
With monna from sbove doth 1ecd,

We know and feel His tender love,
Ihe warmth of His embracing ;
And as we litt our cyes above,
His loving dealing trscing,
We bless and praise His holy name,
Who was, and is today the Same,

AW.H.

** Jesus Christ the Same yesterday, and today,
and for ever.” Hebrews 13, .
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! Words of Encouragement.
‘ It is sadly easy

“ Will ye also go away ? "’ to be disheart-
“ Lord, to whom shall we ened, for there is
go? " John 6. 67, 68. much in our own
; hearts, in the
|;|'ofcssing church, and in the world, tending to
produce such a condition ; and, unless the
daily fretting trials are, by heavenly grace,

daily dealt with, their cumulative effect will
hecome a burden., Our Lord knew what 1t was
to be forsaken by His followers. ‘‘ Many . . .

went back and walked no more with Him.”’
They stumbled at the Divine Sovereignty, even
as  they did  at Nazareth, (Luke 4), not
realising that God, ruling and over-ruling, is
the sure Resting-place for a soul amid per-
plexities and problems.

The turning back of that day has its parallel
in this. * The love of the many waxes cold,”
“and we may feel the chilling effect. At such a
time come the tender words of the Lord Jesus,
““ Will ye also go away ? ’ O that our hearts
may allectionately respond, ‘‘ Lord, to whom
shall we go ?  Thou hast the words of eternal
life.””

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66. 18.

Only those '*IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10. 22, can ‘ CONTINUE in
prayer, x}nd watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2,

‘ Praying in the Holy Ghost.” Jude 20.

t. For those in authority (Rom, 13. 1, 1 Tim, 2. 1-4).

The times are solemn: our '* politics *' remain
heavenly (* citizenship,” Phil. 3. 20), but our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10).

Israel—scattered, peeled, confused-—that God
may see in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isa, 62. 6, 7), and that Psalm 122. 6 and
Jeremiah 51, 50 may be a reality to us.

3. For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants snd
difficulties, particularly in other lands,

4. For saints on the Continent, and their manv diffi-
culties. including persecution and repression.

2. For

THE WORD OF GOD.

s For uoubled China, and the trials of God’s servaats
in that land.

the Lord's work entrusted to us, in this and
other lanas, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may anever settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (Lebanon
and Palestine), F. A. Franco (Argentine and
around, Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), D. Werner
(Germany.  Continue to pray for the Lord's
enabling if He will, of additional fellow-workers
for 8. America, and the translation of Scripture.

6. For

7. The growth of literacy, opening doors both to
evangelical and ideological literature, in many
lands.

8. For aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm

92. 14 may be realised.

9. For God's blessing in families (*‘ Thou and thy
house '), and that many ¢ little ones '’ may
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).

10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
fellow saints,

‘“ Continue in prayer and watch in the same

with thanksgiving.”’ Col. 4. 2.

Poems to Help Christian Experience.—178.

““ This then is the message . . . that God is
Light and in Him is no darkness at all.”’
1 John 1. 5.

‘““ For God is Love.” 1 John 4. 8.

Thou art our Life, creating
Anew, when we were lying,
In our sins dead. ’Twas in our stead
Thy Holy Son, by dying,
Became our Great Redeemer ;
Ile took the condemnation ;
- Our sins He bore, and evermore
We live—Thy new creation.

Thou Who art Light, no darkness
In Thee can e'er be dwelling.

This is the word that we have heard
And would be ever telling.
With Thee—O wondrous mercy—
Thy chosen are in union

In Thy pure sight, and in Thy light
Walk with Thee in communion.

‘Thou Who art Love eternal,
Whose love hath no beginning
But doth endure, so strong, so sure,
In triumph o’er vur sinning.
By free and sovereign merey,
The church Thy love enfoldeth
Thou holdest fast, until at last
Thy beauty she beholdeth.

l.ife, Light, and Love, Our Father,
All infinite, unending,

To Thee belong. Should not our song
Be now to Thee ascending ?
As we await from heaven
Thy Son, may our behaviour

More holy be, for we shall see—
How , soon !~—our glorious Saviour,
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Herr H. A. WERNER

In the wisdom of our gracious God, it has
pleased Him to call another devoted scrvant of
His into Paradise. After some ycars of weak-
ness due to an affection of the lungs, this
beloved brother ‘' fell on sleep ™ on  the
25th Novemmber. He knew he was nearing his
end about a fortnight before, and intimated so
in his last letter to his eldesy son.

He was known by correspondence to the late
Mr. Percy W. Heward, who invited him (o
visit England. He came here just before the
outbreak of the 1914—18 war, but, being
German, he was interned on one of the ships
moored off Southend for that purpose. Mr.
Heward and other brethren obtained in due
course, “permission to visit these ships and has
recorded  the  surprisc  with  which  these
prisoners 1eceived the opening words of his
address—'‘ My friends.”

Our brother, H. A. Werner, with a few
other believers, bore a testimony to the Lord
Jesus, which was maintained when they were
removed to other camps. He remained in
England a short time after the close of the war
and then returned to his native land where, with
another brother, Herr Clasen, he witnessed by
word of mouth, and by printed and duplicated
messages. Ultimately, he published a German
counterpart  of  *“ Thoughts from the Waord of
God,” which consisted mainly of translations of
Mr. Heward's writings.

Under the Nazi regime, he endured certain
sufferings, and during the last war, he moved
to whar is now known as the Eastern Zone,
wherein he was at the tinte of his ** departyre.”
The publication of the magazine was hindered
during the war, but several numbers have heen
published since, and it is hoped it may be con-
tinued by his son, who values our prayers,

The writer visifed his home in Peterswaldau

in 1933, on his way to Warsaw ; but our
brot}_\er _had been imprisoned by Nazis for
distributing a tract which spoke of the Jews us

being destined -to be again God's people. [t
was not until his return from Warsaw that the
writer met him at Crimmitschau, where 1hey
held a small Bible Reading Meeting ere his
return to England,

Herr Werner was one of the
unflinching amongst those who
against the religious systems of men,  an
Whilst recognising the grace of God in other
believers, <ctood firmly with those who have
come unto Christ, ‘* without the camp,” whd

most loyal and
took a stand

16

are lovking for His Coming, and who seck to
prepare therefor, und help the saiuts to prepare,
by urging a return to that simplicity and unity
which  marked the churches of the apustolic
days,

He leaves a widow and three grown children
—two sons and a daughter, all of whom are
commended to your prayers.

Parents and Children.

Following the notes on this subject in the
fast issue, it is thoughy well 1o quote the verses
in the cpistles relating thereto, as it might be
vbjected that Proverbs was written in tme of
iaw and before grice came  (but see 2 Tim,
3. 10), .

** Children, ovbey your purents in the Lord,
for this is right. Honour thy father and
mother . . . And ye luthers, provoke not your
children to wruth ;  but bring them up in the
nurturc and admonition of the Lord.’  Eph.
6. 1-4. ) ‘

** Children, obey your parcmts in all things:
for this is well pleasing unto the Lord,  Fathers,

provoke not  your children,  lest they  be
discouraged.'’ Col. 3. 20, 21.
‘A Dbishop then must be . . . one  that

ruleth well his own house, having his children in
subjection with all gravity, For if a man know
not how to rule his own house, how shall he
take care of the church of God 2 ' 1 T,
2, 1-§,

‘“ Let the deacons be  the husbands of one
wife, ruling their children and their own houses
well” 1 Tim, 2. 12,

* Ordain elders . . . if any bhe  blumeless,
the husband of one  wife, having faithful
children not accused of riot or unruly.” Titus
1. § 6,

“I eall to remembrance the unfeigned faith
that is in thee, which dwely first in thy grand-
mother l.ois, and thy mother unice ; and |

*am persuaded that in thee also.” * From a
child thou hast known the Holy Seriptures.”’
2 Tim, . 8 3. |5.
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S COLUMNS.
“Where Two Ways Met.”

Ncarly two thousand years agu, ulae Was
pwoin a little colt, tne toar o1 an ass. 1ts home
wus 1n the Holy Land, where tne Loia Jesus
hved.  Were there nol many nke thae htue
cicature at that time ? Yes, but none that had
50 great an honour as he. Let us imagine that,
wnen he was older, he could think and speak.
\vhat might he say ? Perhaps someding like
this.

“* Why am | bhere, tied to a door, and
outside, too ? My master and his children arce
all inside, but I am not free to go where 1 like.
Some day I shall have to carry my master, and
he will lay upon me heavy loads. I have
curried nothing yet upon my back, bui svon I
must be *‘ broken in,”’ and 1 do not look
forward to that. 1 am just where two ways
meet, but 1 cannot go along either until some-
one sets me free. O, how [ wish | were with
my wild cousins in the desert and the woods
(Job. 11. 12, 24. 5, 39. 5, Jer. 2. 24). They find
their food there and are so happy in their
wanderings, and have no one to bind them, and
ride them and put loads on their backs. But
[ must stay here and always be a slave to my
master,”’

Now, we know, [rom the true story in God's
Buok, that this colt would be quite wrong in
his thinking., For there was ONE, the Lord
Jesus, Who knew all about him, where he was,
and how he was tied up. And a good thing it
wits that he could not wuntie himself, for he
would not know which, of the two ways was the
right way to go.

Well, the Lord Jesus, not long before He
weng to the cross, was to ride as a King into
Jerusalem.  Some would think He would need
a fine war-horse, being King. But, No! When
He said, ** The Lord hath need of him,’ it was
about this very colt.  Just as a prophet had

said hundreds of vems before, Rejoice
greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, 'thy King

cometh unto thee: He is just, and having sal-
ation 5 lowly, and riding upon an ass, and
upon a colt the foal of an ass ”’ (Zech. o. Q).
How foolish we are to be wanting our own
way, to fret against being ‘“tied * by our
Parents’ and teachers’ laws and wishes. '\Vhy,
if you were not te have their loving rule and
guidance you might feel vourself “‘ free,” but
You would not know which way to choose.
For there are two ways, one Ieaaing to death

and judgment, the other v lile . and heaven

(Matt. 7. 13, 14).

The Lord Jesus wanted the colt, so He sent
two of His disciples, who found him just as the
Lord ** had said unto them.” He had also
said, ** Loose him and bring him.”” Of course,
when they were untying the colt, ther¢ were
people who said, ‘* What do ye, loosing the
colt 2’ But as soon as they heard the words,
‘" The LORD hath need of him,” the men let
him go. ** The LORD ’’—what powcr is in tha:
Name !

So he was now ‘‘ free,”” not to go where he
liked. There were the two ways, but he was
taken along the right way, for that way led to
the Lord Jesus. And how happy must thosc
two disciples have been to be able to bring (o
the Lord what He needed. And is it not a joy
when God’s servants can so speak ol their
Lord and Saviour that others are brought to
Him ?  HE speaks the word that sets free—
frec from sins, free from punishment, frce from
fears, and all because the Lord Jesus died on
the cross to win these blessings for them.

At last the colt is brought, and the Lord
Jesus rode into Jerusalem, amid the rejoicings
of young and old. Remember, no onc had ever
sat on that young, restive creature, for he had
not been ‘‘ broken in "’ ; but, as soon as the
Lord was on his back, he carried Him where
Hp wished.  That was wonderful, as anyvone
will tell you, who has to deal with young horses
and asses, '

Do you think the people looked at the colt as
the Lord Jesus was riding him ? No! They
looked at the ITORD, and if you are saved, and
are serving Him, you will carry Him in vour
heart and will shew His joy in your face. You
will not want people to think anything of vou,
but to see Him in all your words and actions.

Let me ask you then if you have been forgiven
a_nd saved b_v His precious blood. Have vou
been brought to Him, and your fect set in the
way ‘‘ which leadeth unto life " ? Do you
bear His Holy Name and does He dwell in vonr
heart 7 May God, in His mercy, so work in
vou, that you may be uble to say ** Ves, praisc
God ! ’

Read Mark %. 1-11.

e ————————
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THE DEITY OF CHRIST,

FOREWORD.

Amongst the manuscripts left by the late
Edi_lur are a series dealing with this important
subject, viewed from various standpoints.,  If
the Lord will, these will be presented to readers
of our pages in several forthcoming issues,
with the object of gathering all together into a
single volume, this being, it is understood, the
original intention of the author. To the Lord's
glory and for the help of His people, 10 whom
they are heartily commended, are these pages
s‘ent forth. May the blessing of God be upon
them.

OUR ATTITUDE TO THE DEITY OF OUR
ADORABLE LORD,

His Deity is no open question.  The Holy
Spirit has definitely scttled it once for all in the
pages of Scripture.  And our attitude should be
no open question. It is mecet for us to
acknowledge with joy and reverence the absolute
majesty of our adorable Lord. And we would
ever war the holy warfare against every error
which assails His essential glory.  Denial of
Christ can never become a small matter to a
believer,  He vcannot  remain  indifferent  or
neutral.  His heart is set on the exaltation of the
Beloved Saviour Whom all heaven and its hosts
acclaim, and will for ever acclaim, Truth is not
to be kept in the background. We dare not be
ashamed of Christ, or unmindful of His honour.
The Lord of Glory took our place under doom,
and shall we withhold from Him the homage of
love's testimony to othess 2 Therein we find
a call to adoring praise, a call to rejoicing, a
call to confidence, and a call to witness.

Shall we be identified with those who make
light of His Decity, and impute error to Him ?
Earnestly we would bring before those who love
the lord Jesus Christ the iniquity of such
indifference, and thus the sin of being identificd
with  denominations, colleges and socicties
which tolerate teachers who question His
absolute Deity and cast slurs on His veracity.
This is no time for compromise, but for coming
out.

We cannot say we exalt Him if we remain-

in fellowship with thuse who deny Him.  The
Holy Spirit ever glorifies Christ, and  never
approves of that which dishonours Him,  To
miake such crror a matier of unconcern, under
the name of charity, is to prostitute that word,
znd to show a disregard lor His Name, and
makc wn alliance with His enemies.  May our
hearts be stedfast, ang holily prescrved in love
to Himself,

“IN THE DAYS OF HIS FLESH.”

THE WARP AND WOOF OF THE GOSPELS,

If the Lord Jesus were not cessentinlly God,

the whole fabric of the Gospels would be
destroyed.  Barnestly  we  would  urge 1S
people to ponder this vital thought, We will

consider afterwards His definite declarations,
and Iis references to Scripture, His acceptance
of worship and His invariable allusions to His
own glory in the parables. Lach of these
evidences  is  weighty  and  the  accumulative
evidence is overpowering.  And when we realize
there is also a glorious background, or ruther,
a wondrous thread running  through all, what
are we to say 7 We can only worship.  Christ
laid stress on His own humanity, ** The Son of
Man " is Iis own desceription, and Matthew
4. 4 may well come to mind.  Morcover, He felt
this humanity, as He slept in weariness, or sat
on the well, or hungered, and when He spoke
of dependence on the Father,  But, linked with
the very stress on  His manhood and on His
meckness and humility, there is  the startling
declaration, for example, that no one knew 11im
(Matt, 11, 27-10), and the words ving out,
“ Come unto Me "— 1 will give vou rest)’”
And this is everywhere manifest.  He nlwnys
contrasts  Himself  with  all others, however
great they were,  Did all others need o ransom?
Without ~ exception ! (Luke 22. 20). Not
only was He without the need, but He had
the reverse of need, and Himscelf provided in
Himsell the full ransom (Matt, 20, 28), Tver
emphasizing  the  Scriptures,  He  was  not
unmindful of Psalm 30. 7, 8, but where “ none
of us ™ could give, He was fully able so to do.
e ** came " with that cxpress purposc. In
like manner, in a context that shows His people’s
reed, He said, * Ve call Me Master, and Lord,
and ve say wall, for so T am ' (John 13, 13). I
a similar  context in  Matthew (ch. 23) ; He
declared that all His people are brethren, but
that He was the One worthy of a title, the
ubsolutely contrasted One, Again, He always
urged the following of Himself. and spoke of
rejection for His sake, (Mark 10. 29, Luke
6. 22). A Jewish writer has naturally called
attention to this personal note, and such ecen
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well see that it is so {requent, so unique, so
counsistent, that it is ) /
acknowledge Christ’s Deity. The eating of His
flesh and drinking of His blood is set forth as
essential to life, He alone is the True Bread,
the True Vine, the Way, and the Truth an_d
the Life. But there is no hint of pride in this
centring around Himself.  The marvel is that
every word has a perfect ﬁtt}ess in its context.
Nay, this is not strange: it is evidence that we
have the Holy Spirit’s irue key. There is nought
of self-glory, nought of bombast, but the
internal  harmony of truth. Yet the whole
would be inexplicable, if Christ were not God.

Or take another example.  Mary broke her
cherished alabaster box, and suddenly bestowed
all upon Him. To many it scemed a waste, and
a created being would have shrunk from such a
costlv bestowal, with fruit to last, it seemed,
but a few moments. But He Who was infinitely
beyond man, and Who could create alabaster
and spikenard, saw nothing of waste in that
which was rightly an act of utter devotion to
Himself. The whole setting reveals His Deity,
and everything becomes inharmonious unless
we acknowledge His essential right to all, “as
the One to Whom love can never be manifested
in cxcess of what is due.

This is the vital issue.  Recognize Christ’s
Deity, and all His character nccords. But those
who deny it, destroy at once His moral beauty,
and the very fibre of the Gospel. That which He
implies and that which He regularly accepts
could not be implied or accepted without the
destruction of all humility, by any created being.
It is only in view of Deity that everything falls
into line, and as soon as we sce this and
worship, nothing is out of place. Such a test
of true interpretation is, as we have said, over-
powering.  And when we find the same test
alone explains the earlier Scriptures, and the
atonement and coming judgment, there is more
than evidence, there is the Holy Spirit’s call to
adoring worship, as we realize the fact that One
of such inﬁnitc glory loved us, and gave Him-
self for.qullt_v sinners such as ourselves. It s
deeply important to return again and again to
this praiseful si;nndpoin.t. As the apostle, when
%}‘nl?m}ng the Incarnation of.thc Lord Jesus in
“hilippiacs 2, shoas its meaning as to our d,ilv
life, so let us ever remember that truth is pot
an :.tl'mtract study for the college, but gap
unveiling of grace to the heart. that affection
and _obcdlen(‘c may  flow forth in grateful
dcvohon,. amid ‘‘ the common round »’ of home
and  business life. Neyer let us ahstract the

‘* egotism,”’ unless we.

Deity of Christ from the Adorable Person
Himself, Whose personal affection is more than
nature’s strongest magnet, to draw the
affections of all His redeemed people,

Question and Answer.
No. 145

Was Matthias rightly appointed to lake the
pluce left vacant by Judas ¥ (Acts 1)

This is a qestion that has seriously exercised
the hearts of many of God’s children. One
cannot be dogmatic in answering, but the
following thoughts may help.

1. The time of this appointment was made
during the ‘' waiting ” time of ten days
between the Lord’s ascension and the Day of
Pentecost.  The Lord had said, '* Tarry (lit.
“sit ) ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be
endued  with power from on high »*  (Luke
24. 49).  Again, He *‘ commanded them that
they should not depart from Jerusalem, but
wait for the promise of the Father * Acts 1. 4)-

But, **in those days, Peter stood up ’’ (Acts
1. 15). This scems to be neither * sitting "’
nor '‘ waiting.”’

2. Were they, before the baptism in the
Holy Spirit, qualified to take: such an important
step as filling this vacancy ?

3: Was it not limiting' God to ask Him to*
decide between fwo men of their choosing ?

4. Can the *“ casting of lots,” for which
they had no precedent in their Lord’s example
and teaching, be regarded as a spiritual act ?

5. Peter quoted Scripture, (Ps. 69. 25)
which, of course, was right, for guidance should
he sought thercfrom for every action, and
especially in connection with setting apart any
for God's service. But was he right in iw
application 2 And may we not learn to hesitate
in the quoting of Scripture, unless impressed
by the Holy Spirit, lest we should seek to gastifv
oy self-conceived projects ? '

Undoubtedly, God purposed to have iwelve
apostles (see Rev. 21, :4) but do not the subse-
quent chapters of Acts point to Paul as pre-
destined for that position ? Would we sav that
he is not one of “‘ the twelve apostles of the
Lamb > ?

The foregoing is put in a series of questions ;

. ’
it may also be remarked, the proceedings are

Fistorically  recorded, and that by Divine
inspiration. Nothing therein indicates the
Divine approval, sanction, or confirmation, or
otherwise,
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Inspired Words, Inspected.
No. 35

“ All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and i1s profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, throughly t‘urn!s_hed unto all
gooda works.” 2 Tim, 3. 16, 17.

The parsing and analysis of these verses are
requested. It is known that opinions difier as
1o the placing of is "7 (understood).  The
writer inclines to the view that the A.V. trans-
lators rightly placed it as it is in that version,
seeing that ** all Scripwure ** is plainly ** The
Holy Scriptures ™ of the preceding verse. They
are in other places described as the words of
God, spoken by holy men of God as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1. 21).

ALL (pasa); ** all,” ** ¢very,” ** the whole,
with the thought of totality. In this case all
““ the Holy Writings ” of v. 15. Fem. sing.
to agreée with the next word.

SCRIPTURE (graphe) ; ** writing.”  Gud
has not left His truth in the care ot the mind
and memory of man.  ** Iy hath been written."
Tradition is not its equal, as some afirm or
imply.

IS GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF GOD
(Theopneustos) 3 adj. This phrase is ane word,
lit.  ** God-breathed,”  from ** Theos ' (God)
and *‘ pnco ' (breathe, breathe out), whence
‘“ ppeuma ' (spirit), ‘* Is ' is understood (sce
intro,)  ** All Scripture ** is the subject, ** God-
breathed *’ is the predicate.  God did not give
His servants ‘' thoughts,” but words, for
*“ out-breathed "’ thoughts are words.

AND (kai) ; Small, but important word,
linking the Divine gift with its acceptance and
use by the disciple.

PROFITABLE (oph:limos) ;  adj.,'* profit-
able ”’ ; from opheleo, (to help, profit, b of
use).  The word is used in 1 Tim. 3. 8 and Tit.
3. 8. The profit is fourfold, as shewn by the

words following, which imply a disciple-like
attitude.
FOR (pros), lit. *f

towards '* ;  here four

times, all governing the acc. case, signifying
“* direction towards,” with the thought of move.
ment.  Applied Scripture, the cause, produces

an cffect, It moves toward an object, which it
attains (cf. Isa. 55. 10. IT).

DOCTRINE (didaskalian); lit. *‘Teaching.”
cf. our word * didactic ' from ** didasko "’ (1
teach). The first word therefore implies there

is one willing 10 be taught, that is, a learner.

FOR (sce above).

REPROOF (elegmon) ;  from clegeho
(I veprove, rebuke, or 1 expose, shew 1o be
guilty).  There is the thought also of con-
vincing and convicting.

FOR (see above).

CORRECTION  (cpanorthosin) 3 lit
setting  right again ” from ** cpi " (' upon
or “on'" or “on w'), “ana' (*“‘up” or
“again,”* as our prefix *‘re "'— in ‘‘ renew,”’
or ** regeneration '), and orthos (straight,
erect, possibly with thought of recovery of
health). So the word may signify a getting
bick into a right way or a restoration 1o a right
condition, or both,

FOR (sce above).

INSTRUCTION (paideian), from ** paidion ’
(a child, boy). Therefore that which is needed
by children, namely, discipline, God's children
need this (see John 6. 45 and Heb, 120 g).

IN RIGHTEOUSNESS (ten en dikaiosunei),
lit. * The in  righteousness,” that s, the
instruction  which is  within the  sphere of
righteousness, and has that for its subject and
object,  There s everything  to hum'blc.
especially in the last three words, yer God is n
Patient Teacher. ** Who teacheth like Him? "

THAT (hina), ** In order that.*”

THE MAN OF GOD  (ho tou ‘Theou
anthropos) ;. hit,, ** The of God man "} 1 see
1 Tim. 6. 11, The word seems to refer to
Timothy, vet every believer needs “perfecting”
and ** furnishing.””  Observe also that Moses
and other prophets were thus designated, Tt
is a title suggesting dignity and authority.

MAY BE (ei) ; third pers, sing. pres. subj.
from * eimi " (I am).

PERFECT (artios) ;  This word follows
“ hina " (see above) and therefore occupics an
emphatic position in the clause. Tt is derived
from a word meaning ** to fit together, to fit
well or closelv.” A fit " person is understoond
to be one in good health or qualified for n
certain. work.,  That may be the thought here.

THROUGHLY FURNISHED (exertismenos)
from ** exartizo,"” (I fit out), The middle portion
of this word will be recognised as the word
“ porfect ' (e above).  ‘“ Out fitted ”' is a
word used today and well expresses the spivilnal
cquipment of a servant of God. This word
occurs at the end of the verse, and is therefore
emphatic. Perf. Pass. Part. (* having heen
furnished.”).

U‘NTO (pros) sce above, as it also governs a
genitive, .

X} J\
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ALL (pan). Neut, acc, of ‘‘ pas.”’ to agree
with next words ; translate ‘* every,” as these
are singular,

GOOD (agathon).  This adjective
qualifiecs  the word work ' or ‘‘ works
(note 1 Tim, 2, 10 ; 5. 10 (last words) ; 2 Tim,
2. 21 ; Tit. 1,16 3. 1),

WORKS (ergon) Lit. ** work,” singular. So
that the right use of ull scripture must lead to
all good work. It is not enough to be a student
of scripture, but, *“ Be ye doers of the word.”

often

“ And Lose His Own Soul.”

The Lord Jesus Christ spoke of a lost soul,
and He meant all that He said (Matt, 16, 26).
You, dear reader, can lose your soul You,
who walk this earth, merrily it may be, hoping
for this and hoping for that, ‘‘ can lose '’ your
soul.  The present life is once, and once only.
There are many ways to hell ; there is no way
out. Havs you weighed the matter ? Have you
realized the facts of life 7 Have you pondered
the words of the Lord Jesus, Who spoke as
man never spoke ? Today is not ever ; your
present  enjoyments—what are they 7 I you
obtain what you seck, will you bind it to your-
self so that it cannot be snatched away ?  Will
you secure it that it may be yours for ever ?
You cannot, however much you try. It is
possible to lose your soul in the very seeking
to gain that which you desire. Have you thought
of what it means to be lost ?

Thauks be unto God, today has not yet gone.
‘* God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotien Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have ecverlasting life *’
(John 3. 16). Do you know that the message
of God's mercy will one day sound for the last
time in your car, if you make light of His
loving-kindness 7 The last time! How will
you feel when you know that there is no gospel
for you ? When the heavy prison door swings
behind the prisoner a thought of despair may
enter his mind, but the sentence is not for ever,
and hope may arise the same moment.”” *“When
the weary years are passed, I shall be free.”
But God tells us nothing of hope in hell, and
why will you vainly believe the promise of a
man ?

It is in view of the righteous judgment of God
that we come to you urgently. It ig in view of
His precious gospel that we warn you today.
For ‘“behold now s the accepted time :
behold now is the day of salvation.’”” God has
revealed one way of hope, through the death of

the Lord Jesus. He, the Holy One, suffered for
sins, the Righteous One for the unrighteous.
The wrath of God, more than our lips can
express, broke upon Him in its terrible justice,
and He bore that wrath—oh, why ? It was
hecause He loved poor, guilty sinners. Because
of such He was on Calvary. Because of
such He cried out ‘* My God, My God, why
hast Thou forsaken Me ? '’ This was no mere
drama: it was a reality—a reality because sin
must be judged. His perfect love harmonized
fully with the equal love of God the Father,
that the covenant work of redemption might
make it possible for the Scripture to say that
‘“ God is Just, and the Justifier of him that
believeth in Jesus ”’ (Rom. 3. 26), and so there
is a gospel to preach, that sinners may be saved
today, and such will not be lost tomorrow. God
transforms the whole life, and with a new stand-
point and new desires the saved one
pleases Him. In view of all this, are you still
resolved that yvou will lose your own soul ? O
the madness of ungrateful defiance of God, and

indifference to His claims and His love.
P.W.H.

‘That He May Abide With You For Evep.’

Thus spake the Lord Jesus concerning the
Gift of the Holy Spirit, and therewith accord
the words, *‘ I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.”” The former is a promise to the church,
the latter to the individual. God cares for cach
child of His.

Yet let no one presume. It would seem that,
in experience, the Lord does leave His people,
but actually He does not. The Holy Spirit is
the Comforter, but if a saint wanders, He is a
Convictor.

David needed the word, ** Thou art the man,”’
to bring him to confession, but how barren and
unhappy werc those many months that clapsed
between his sin and his repentance ! (Ps. 32).

Is it not out of place when a wandering
believer lays cmphasis on the abiding presence
of the Holy Spirit ? Precious truth indeed, but
only to be enjoyed by those who abide in Christ,
whilst His words abide in them.




THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

YOUNG BELREVERS' COLUMNS.

MELCHIZEDEK.
No. 3

It is desired, in these meditations, o heip ®
younger believers, and they may be reminded
that the writer ol ** Hebrews '* says, concern-
ing ** This man,”” ** we have many things to
say and hard to be uttered ' (5. 11).  This may
be partly explained by the fact that the people
of lsrael had, to minister for them in times past,
high priests who had descended from Aaron,
who offered sacrifices and gifts they could sec,
Now, they werc to learn that their High Priest,

none other than Jesus, was in heaven ;  and
He had come, not from Levi, Aaron’s fore-
father, but from Judah (Heb. 7. 14). His
efering  and  sacrifice had been given, and

accepted by God, once for all, and He was now
unseen, except to the eye of faith.

We  must put ourselves in the place of
these Hebrew believers in Christ, for they were
walking by faith, and were sulfering at  the
hands of their brethren who still were clinging
1o the ** seen ' priesthood and offerings,

Not only so ; they were ** dull of hearing,”
and had not grown us they should (Heb. 5.
11-11).  How ave, therefore, ought to pray,
*Open Thou mine eyes that 1 may behold
wondrous things out of Thy Law' (Ps, 11g. 18).
Il thus wo approach this study, we shall not
fail to get some blessing, cven  though much
may still be difficult to grasp. The expression,
“ Thy Law,” meant the Scriptures as possessed
by the Psalmist, and included the record in
Genesis 14, a part of the Scripture, especially
called ** The Law.”

Holy Scripture is ¢ God breathed,” that is,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, and only He can
explain what is written. Hence, as the writer
of *“ Hcbrews ' was himsclf taught by the
Splril’. we accept the teaching and explu;mlinn
given therein concerning Melchizedek,

He. was a type, or picture, of ** The Son of
God,”” to Whom he is likened (Heb. 2. 3). He
is (twice) first called * King  ‘and then
‘“ Priest.””. This marks him off at once from
Aaron, who was not a king. Christ is hoth, for
a king is one who has dominion, and the Lord
Jesus Christ is * God wver all ** (Rom. o. §).

What is a priest » He is one who is from
and for God toward man, and who acts for,
and on behalf of, man toward God.  Since man
fell and lost fellowship with God, it has been
necessary to approach God by way of sacrifice,
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which meant the pouring out of blood. . ‘Thus
Abel came to God. Thus the children of lsracl
alone could draw near to God, Who calied
Aaron (Heb. 5. 4) to be a sacrificing priest, a
kind of mediator. 1n this respect he fore-
shadowed Christ, by Whose: sacrifice of Him-
self we come to God (Heb. g. 14, 10, 19, 1 Pet,

3. 18).
The Lord Jesus is ** The King of Glory ™
(Ps. 24) and He will be King over the whole

carth (Rev. 11, 135, 17, 14), and He s, as we read
constantly in  this cpistle,. ** A great . High
Priest.””  No other person has combined in him-
selt the offices of king and priest,  except
Melchizedek,  That is one  reason why he is
likened to the Son of God.

We may now further meditate on the
exposition in Hebrews 7.

MELCHIZEDEK WAS A KING..

This is first mentioned in Genesis as well s
in this chapter, His Name is followed by his
title.  His Name means ' King ol righteous-
ness.” His title, King of Salem, menng ** King
of peace.’”  Names in Scripture are ol great
importance, as Abraham (father of a_multitude)
and Israel (a prince with God).  Therefore 'we
understand  why  ** righteousness ' precedes
“peace.’’ For it is the Son of God Who came to
fulfil all righteousness, having, by incarnation,
““ become under law” (Gal. 4. 4). This he did.
becoming obedient unto death, making atone-
ment for sins, and thus making available to His
people a robe of righteousness. ‘Being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 3. 1), “He is our prace

Divine

.« . and came and preached peace " (Fph. 2.

-17). In Him, by His d i Cross
I4 17) n » by His death on the Cross,

Mercy and Truth are met together; Righle-
eusness and peace have kissed cach other (Ps.
835. 10). Moreover, when H¢ returns te reign
over this earth, Hig rule will be marked by
righteousness and peace (Ps. 72),

{2t the Lord will, to be continued)

Observe in Psalm 32. 7 how God compasses
ubouf. with His gracious songs of deliverance,
and in verse 10 with His mercy, and in Psalm
34. 7, ‘“ The Angel of the Lord encompasseth
round about (* encampeth *) them that fear Him,
and delivereth them " (contrast Ps. 22. r2, 16).

It is ecasier to preach than to live, to give
gospel tract than to be one, but God gives grace
for both,
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Joshua before the Angel of
the Lord.

The vontent of this chapter may be summied
up under three headings :—

AN ADVERSARY AND AN ADVO-

1,
CATE.
2. A CHANGE AND A CHARGE,
3. A PROMISE AND A PROPHECY,

Another fact revealed to Zechariah was the
determined opposition of Satan.  He was per-
mitted, in vision, to see it.  Satan had some
ground for his accusation—the filthy clothing of
the High Priest, so contrasted with ' the gar-
ments for glory and beauty."”  The unworthiness
of the instrument for accomplishing God’s
purpose is portrayed, as well as the defiled
' worship.” Al is open to “‘ the Angel of the
lord,”” Who is none other than the Lord Him-
self—the Son of God. Yet He is there as an
Advocate. ‘* The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan
. .. the Lord rebuke thec.'" No * railing
accusation,” bui calm, powerful, authoritative
words (cf. Jude g). *“ A brand plucked out of
the fire.”” Who would treasure such ? Humbling
as the figure is, yet it is comforting to know that
a mighty hand has plucked it forth, and though
it may have the scars of fire upon it, yet that
same hand holds it and preserves it from
destruction.  There is nothing in the language
here conducive to pride,  Truly it may be said,
** Where is boasting then ?”

The Adversary®is silenced. The Advocate
alone speaks. ‘¢ Take away the filthy garments
from him.”” Those before’ Him obey, and Hc
now addresses Joshua. ** Behold, T have caused
thine iniquity to pass from thee ; and 1] will
clothe thee with change of raiment.”  Here, in
a thumbnail sketch, so to speak, is drawn the
gospel of the grace of God. Here is the history
of every sinner saved by grace. Further, when
the fair mitre (or turban) is sct upon his head,
he is ready for priestly service ; in the case of
Joshua, to resume his calling as High Priest,
but in a more devoted and spiritual manner ;
in the case of a saved sinner, he now has «
right to draw near to God (Heb. 10. 19-22),

Thus God taught Zechariah, and through him
the people, the need of spiritual worship as
opposed to mere lip-profession, a much-nceded
lesson today !

Another interesting point to observe is that,
during this exchange of outward clothing, *“ the
Angel of the Lord stood bhy.” Dacg that mean,
He stood at the side of Joshua ?  If so, what
a happy change ; for the accusing Adversary

1THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

and an Advocate is there instead.
closely upon this *‘ change’’ is a
charge " ; ‘I thou wilt walk in My ways
and Lkeep Mine ordinance, then— ; personal
obedience is  required, and  that forthcoming,
joshua  will  be entrusted  with that which
concerns God's house and God’s courts.  These,
so far as can be judged, were not yet erected,
but God's house is always in His mind, albeit
those who compose it have little realisation of
s great dignity and the privilege of belonging
thereto.  The children of Israel were not a mere
aggregate of individuals, but a *** household.”
Yet the individual was a person accountable to
God. So the church is not a collection of units,
but @ unity, a house. Yet it behoves each
member thereof 1o ** endeavour to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”” Have the
saints today a right conception of the glory of
the church ?

Conditional upon the enjoined obedience is a
promise, ‘' places to walk among thesc that
stand by.” Surely, herc is something antici-
pating New Testament revelation.  Are not
“ those that stand by ”’ heavenly beings, those
that are obedient to *he Angel of the Lord

is displaced,
Following

.

(v. 4)? If this inference be correct, then a
heavenly inheritance is the reward awaiting
Joshua. The spiritual significance for present-

day believers will not be lost upon us.

Now we come to the closing part of this
Scripture, the Prophecy. Though of future
import, the word is, ‘‘ Hear now.” It is to
Joshua and his ** fellows *' as “ men of sign
(or type) ”’ (see margin). Signs of what ?
May we not say, of those whom the Lord Jesus
calls His ‘‘fellows” (Heb, 1, g) and His brethren
(Heb. 2) ?

Three Names of the Son of God are before us,
in addition to those already recorded—‘‘ The
lLord ** and “‘ the Angel of the Lord.”” They
are, ‘* My Servant,”” ** The Branch ’’ and “ The
Stone.””  The first sets forth His Righteous
Obedience, the second His fruitfulness, the
third His being a Foundation, very fitting in 2
context (see next chapter) dealing with the
building.

No one ever presented a finished work to God
—an ohedience unto death—save the Lord Jesus.
On this account, the church is built upon Him.
IFrom Him, the Fruitful One, is their fruit found,
for they are ‘‘ graffed '’ into Him (see also ch.
6. 12 where again the thoughts of ‘“ growth
and  ** building > are combined). In this
connection should be noted 1 Cor. 3. 0 ; Eph.
20, 21 5 3. I7.

From the conception of Life in the Branch

2



THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD. 23

this Scripture proceeds to the figure of Stone,
when again  Life is before us in the ** seven
eyes ”? thereupon. In Revelation 5. 6, there is
confirmation of the interpretation that Christ is
the Subject of this prophecy. There He is ' the
Lamb as It had been slain, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which arc the seven Spirits of
God sent forth into all the world.”’ It requires
many and varied figures to set forth thc mani-
fold glory of the Son of God.

“1 will engrave the graving thereof, saith
the Lord of Hosts.”' .\ strange figure in such
a context, taking us back in thought to Exodus,
when God wrote upon the stone tables of the
Law ! There it was the old covenant—a
covenant of works, but here, presumably, we
are introduced to the New Covenant, for the
words immediately following are, “* I will remove
the iniquity of that land in one day.”” When
God says, ‘‘ 1 will engrave,” it is to establish
His truth, and to encourage the hope of His
expectant people. Language parallel to this is
found in Jeremiah 31. 31-34, quoted in Hebrews
8, where the words are, concerning His laws,
“1 will write them in their hearts,’”’ an engrav-
ing, so to speak, with which we may compare
2 Corinthians 3. 3. In Hebrews 8, again, we
read compirable words, ¢ Their sins and their
iniquities I will remember no more.”

Finally, we have a promise which undoubtedly
concerns Israel, though there can be no doubt
as to the significance of the word, ‘‘ that Land."’
Micah. 4. 4 speaks in similar language of the
vine ard the fig tree. Therefore we bless the
Name of our God for thus unveiling His truth to
Zechariah and through him, to us by the
teaching of the Holy Spirit.

“0 taste and see that the Lord
is good.”
Ps. 34. R

Grace cannot be long concealed. It is as fire
ir the hones, as new wine in the bottles ; you
cannot hide it ; you must give it vent, Grace is
not like to worldly vanities that diminish with
distribution, nor like candles that keep the same
light, though a thousand are lighted by them.
Grace is like the widow’s cruse of oil, which
multiplied by pouring out ; and like those
talents that doubled bv employment, No way
to increase the Kingdom of Christ like this, of
improving your gifts and forces to the advantage
;lnd pl‘()ﬁl of others,

SEL.

Scripture learning and study arc cnjoined on
the believer, ‘The Holy Spirit wis p.romlscd by
the Lord Jesus, and among His various works
is the bringing of certain things to |'q111(‘111brx\'|1(:<:.
But it is necessary to store the mind if there is to
be anything to remember.  Sce 2 Timothy 3. 15

Someorie has said that a man, having certain
faults, more readily recognises those faults 10
other people than in himsell, Why ? Is it
because of 1 subtle sub-conscious  acquaintance
with that failure that leaps out in recogmtion
thereof in another ?

* How wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me
pull out the mote out of thine eye ; and, bhehold,
a beam is in thine own eye.”

Suggested Daily Readings.

« ¥ THE LORD WILL.'"'—MARCH, 1950.

'Dly READING LEARNING
Genesis Acts Daniel |2 Timothy
1] 24. 1-14 | 18, 14-37 [10. 14 1. 1
gl . 15-38 | 18.  88.52 15 2
8| a4. 20.49 | 14. 1-18 16 8
4| 24, 50-67 | la. 19-28 17 4
5| 35. 1-18 | 15. 1-11 18 5
6 | 45. 19-84 | 16, 13-21 19 6
7] 286. 1.11 | 15, 93-41 20 "
8 | 26. 12-28 | 16. 1-15 91 8
9 | g8. 06.85 | 16.  16-40 | Joel 1.} 9
10| 27. 117 | 17, 10 9 10
1n | 2. 18.20 | 17. 10-21 8 1
12 | 27, 80-46 | 17.  22.84 4 13
18 | 28. 1-9 | 18. 1-17 5 13
14 | 28. 10.22 { 18.  18-28 6 17
15 | 29. 1.14 | 19, 1.13 7 16
18 | 29 15.85 | 10.  18.23 8 16
17 | so0. 1.18 [ 19.  ¥8.41 9 17
18 | s0. 14-24 | 20. 112 10 18
19 | 80. 25-94 | 20. 1388 11 2, 1
20 | 80, 8548 | 21, 1.14 19 g
21 | 81, 1-16 | 21, 15.26 13 3
22 | 81. 17-85 | 21.  27.40 4 4
28 | 81. 36-55 | 22. 1-16 15 6
24 | 89. 1-12{ 22.  17.80 16 6
25 | 89. 18-28 | 28, 1.11 17 7
36 | 33. 24-32 | 28, 13.23 19 8
27 | 88. 1-20 | 23,  93.85 19 9
28 | 84. 1-18 | 24. 1-16 20 10
20 | 84, 19-31 124, 17-2712. 1 11
30 | 85. 1-15 | 25. 113 % 12
81 | 8s. 16-29 | 25.  18.27 8 13

SpeciaL ReADINGS ror THE Lorp’s Dav.

Mar. 5 Paalm 118.1.5 Rev: 4.1.6, 911, 5. 1-14
12 , 115.1.8,15-18 Kph. 1, 8-14
19 , 116.1.9 Heb. 5.7-10
20 w17 Eph. 9.1.23
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wip PHE LORD WILL."—APRIL, 1850.
|
Day| READING LEARNING
. , Genusis Aots Joel | 2 Timothy
L | 8. 1-19 | 26. 1182, 4 9. 14
2 | se. 20.48 | 26,  18-82 5 16
3| 47. 117 | 27, 1-40 6 168
4! 87, 18-48 | 87.  21-44 7 17
8|47, 20-86 | 48, 1-18 8 18
8 | .8y, 1-18 | 28.  16-81 9 19
71| 88, 19.80 | Hom. 1..1-17 10 20
CRETE 1-28 | 1. 18-82 11 21
9 | 40, 1-88 | 2. 1-18 12 23
10 | 41, 1118 | 2. 17.29 18 23
117 4. 1489 | 8, 1-18 14 24
13 | 41. 88-45 | 8. 19.81 15 25
13 | 41, 48-57 | 4. 1-13 16 26
14 | 42, 1-20 | 4. 1486 17 3.1
15 | 44, 21.88 | 5. 1-21 18 2
18 | 48, 1981 6, .- 111 19 38
17 | ¢8, 10-34 | 6. 1p-28 20 4
18 ] a4, 1291 1. 1.12 21 6
19 | 4. 1884 7. 18-35 21 6 ]
20 | 45. 1.15 | 8. 111 33 7
2 | %6, 18.88 | 8. 12.43 24 8
22 | 486, 1.97 ( 8.  24.89 25 9
28 | 48, 29-84 | 9, 1-18 26 10
24 | 47, 1-12 ] 9. 14.88 27 11
25 | 41. 18.81 | 10. 1-10 28 19
28 | 48. 1-22 [ 10. 11-21 29 13
97 | 49. 1-31 | 11, 1-12 80 14
18 | 49. 22.88 { 11.  18.34 31 15
99 { ‘50, 1-14 | 11, 95.86 82 16
80 | 50, 15.28 | 13. 1218, 1 17

FOR THE LORD’S Dav.

Heb. 11.8-6, 2Cor. 4. 6
John 1. 1-8, 14

SeeciIAL REeADINGS

April ¢ Wenesia l. 1-8
9 w 1.6-25

16 » 1.28.81 1 Cor. 15. 41-47, Col. 1. 12-18
' 28 , 8.18.2¢  Eph, 5. 25.82
8.9-15 Heb. 2. 9-186

. 8o "

Notes on Memorized Verses.
DANIEL 10,

14, Now I am come, that is, a victory has been given
over principalities and powers. * The lfxtte|~ days,”’ those
precefing the Loid's Coming. 15, Speechless [rom a
wnse of awe. Contrast Matt. 22, ra. 16, 17, The lips
touched, yet Daniel could only utter words of deep
humility. ~ Such was the ¢ffect of seeing One Wha is
descrived as, * One man’’ (verse § marg.) * like the
similitude of the sons of men,’ * my Lord,” * One like

2 0 ce of a Man” ls not this language
;E;gczg‘::-ur:f“ a Divine Person—The Son -of God ? l%,
thens (cf. Neh, 6. ). 19, The wvoice

The hand that streng ¢ )
that strengthens, 20, *° Princes * of &Grecia and Persia

are evil angels, Satan’s agents, ?’E‘“’Ciﬁiflg unseen power
over earthly rules. In all ,')robabnlny“such powers are
work in world-centres tod?y. 21, ‘ The Scripture: of
truth.’””  God intended His revelation to be written
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(" nuted ' or "t set down '), Michael, the heavenly
protagonist of God's people (see  verse 1 ch. 12, also
Rev, 12).

JOEL 1.

It cannot be said with certainty exactly when Joel
ministered, but it is clear, from the mention of the
* House of the Lord,” (ch. 1. g, 14) that his words were
o Judah, as Hosea's were to Israel. His prophecy takes
us to the present age and :ts latter days, although there
was a message for the time then present.

1, The Word of the Lord came. Such honour God put
on His servant, to be His messenger, 2, 3, Hear and
tell.  Fathers, children, grandchildren. None should
despise God's chastisement (c[. Heb. 12. 5). 4, A com-
plete devastation.  The four msects have been thought to
be symbolic of the four world-powers as depicted by
Daniel. 5, Luxury even in Judah, necding to be disturbed
by Divine visitation. 6, 7, Is this figurative of a plague

of locusts ? 8, One of the few places connecting
sackcloth with a mourning woman (see lIsa. 3. 24;
Lam. 2. to) indicating distress of the deepest kind. 9,

The sorrow reaches even the Lord’s house. 10, 11, 12,
A withering, for rain is withheld. ** Joy dried up." A
solemn lesson for us. 13, 14, A call to repentance, for
God’s house cannot be served. 15, A day (not ‘‘that
day ') of the Lord. A typical day, reminding of ‘* that
great and terrible day * (ch. 2, 31). 16, Joy cut off from
God's house (see v. 12). 17, 18, A groaning creation
hecause of man’s sin. 19, 20, *“ 1 cry,” ¢ the beasts cry.”
The true servant of God is even sympathetic with a
distressed  creation,
JOEL 2.

1, The trumpet (see v. 15 and cf. numbers 10). An
alarm, for an enemy approaches. 2, A day of the Lord—
a unique day, 3—10, A vivid description of a plague of
locusts—yet symbolic of devastating armies of men. 11,
But this is the Lord’s army, ‘‘ executing His word ** (see
verse 25. 12, A call to repent, now, even though His
army approaches. 13. The graciousness of God’s character,
the hope of the repentant. 14, ** Leave a blessing behind
Him,”" contrast v. 3). Also God remembers His house
(cf. ch. 1. 13). 15, Sce v. 1, but here a call to assemble,
16, Young and old included (cf. ch. 1, 2, 7). 17, And
priests, to whom words are given to express their prayer
(cf. Hosea 14. 2). 18, 19, * Then,” when God's face is
sought, ** The Lord will answer.”” ¢ Effectual fervent
prayer.”” 20, ** The northern '’ will he removed, not only
the invading locusts, but in a future day God will rescue
His people. 21, Man may do * great things,”” but the
Lord will da greater (compare 1 John 4. 4). * Fear not,”
22, ** Be not afraid.” 23, * Be glad.”” 24, *‘ Full,”
© overflow.” 25, ‘‘ T will restore.” 26, * Ye shall aat,”
““ be satisfied,” and praiss the Name.” 27, “1 am in
the midst of Tsrael . . . none else.” ‘ Your God."”
“ My people,”  ‘* Never be ashamed ' (twice). These
promises were intended to call to repentance then and
restoration would follow, but their fulness of accomplish.
ment will be * in that day.’ 28—32, A prophecy of the
last days, that is, after Pentecost, for it began ‘to be
fuifilled then (see Acts 2). The Spirit was poured out.
There were dreams and visions. Deliverance was
proclaimed in Jerusalem. Those who called on the Name
of the Lord were saved. The Book of ¢ Acts '’ exempli-
fies. But there will yet be signs in the heavens befare
‘“ that great day ' (cf. Matt, 24 and Rev. 6),
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‘““Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be

upon us, according as we hope,

in Thee.”
Psanlm 39, 21.
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26 ““Peace . ., . as a river,” Isaiah 48. 18,
27 “ In the multitude of my thoughts within me
Thy comforts delight my soul.”” Psalm g4. 19.

28
Perfect peace our souls possessing ;
28 O that this may ever be,
80 Free from fear and care distressing,
Leaning just alone on Thee,
81 Though unworthiness confessing,
82 We would seek Thy wondrous gift:
Thou dost will this gracious blessing ;
88 Lord, to Thee our hearts we lift.
84 Peace, not of the world’s assessing,
' Nor which things of earth bestow
.. 35-86 But Thy comforts’ sweet caressing,

Like a river’s placid flow,
AW.H




“is not shortened."”’

 Thanks

Words of Enéouragement,.

Time passes, but

the Lord’s Word
does not pass away;
He is ‘¢ the Same,
yesterday, and to-
day, and for cver.”
We would realise
this. We would
know Him. And as
He abides, and His promises, so is it with His
precepts.  New occasions may be said to teach
new duties, but for saints they do not modify
the Word of the Tord, The gospel of the first
century is the gospel of the twentieth, and a

* Behold, the Lord's hand

Isa. §9. 1.
be to God,
Which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” 1 Cor. 15. 57.

church of God in the last days is to be equally .

of the Lord’s appointment at the
beginning.  Believers have one Father and are
one family. Our hearts desire to live with the
confidence of the first saints, in the “ Acts of
the apostles,”” and to keep to the same baptism,
the same breaking of bread, the same fellowship,
looking for the samc Blessed Hope, with the
same unworldliness, in the power of the same
Holv Snirit, as of old, Who then is willing to
trust the Tord more than ever for His reviving in
accord with His grace, power, and promises,
and revealed will, NOW, in view of His near
coming agnain ?

mindful

P.W.H.

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE,

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66. 18.

Only those ‘‘IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10, 22, can * CONTINUE in
praver, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.

“ Praying .in the Holy Ghost.” Jude zo.

1. For those in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim. 2. 1-4).
The times are solemn: our * politics ’' remain
heavenly (* citizenship,”” Phil. 3. 20}, but our
rcsponsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10).

Israel—scattered, peeled, confused—that Geod
may see in us the intensity He has appointed
(1sa. 62. 6, 7), and that Psalm 122. 6 and
Jeremiah §1. 50 may be a reality to us.

2. Fou

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants and
difficulties, pacticularly in other lands,
For saints on the Continent, and their many dith-
culties, including persecution and- repression.
troubled China, and the trials of God’s servants
in that land. : .
the Lotd's work entrusted to us, in this and
other lanas, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to llim, that we may never settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
_ Special remembrance of Stanley Duce (the
Neat East), - F, A. Franco (Argentine and
caround,  Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), D. Werner
(Gem‘mny). Continue to pray for the Lord’s
enabling if He will, of additional fellow-workcrs
for S. America, and the translation of Scripture,

For

o vt s Ww

For

7. The growth of literacy, opening. doors both to
evangelical and ideological literature, in many
lands.

8. For aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm

92. 14 may be realised.

9. For God's blessing in families (“ Thou and
house ”'), and that many *‘ little ones™’
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).

10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
fellow saints. '

thy
may

‘“ Continue in prayer and watch in the same
with thanksgiving.” Col. 4. 2.

Poems to Help Christian Experience.—179.

““ I'o you who are troubled rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be vevealed from heaven
with His mighty angels.” 2 Thess. 1 7.

Ye saints of God, that sigh and cry

For evils that assault your eye,

For all the blasphemies of men

Poured from unguarded lip and pen,
Be not ashamed, O sons and daughters
Of God, if rivulets of waters-
Run down your checks, in contemplation
Of man's neglect of ‘God’s salvation ;

IFor ye partake of thoughts Divine ;

Of you He saith, ‘‘ They shall be Mine.”

“ Mine in the day that I prepare,”

He saith. His special treasure fair

Shall you be manifested then

Before the very eyes of men,
Who break your hearts with sinful scorning,
Neglectful of your words of warning.
They love not God, they love their pleasures ;
On carth alone they have their treasures ;

They have their portion in this life,

And nothing know of inward strife,

Lift up your heads, uplift your eye,

For your redemption draweth nigh;

The days are darkeming and some

Have left the faith. ‘¢ When will He come—
Your Saviour ? ’' ask they, sadly mocking.
But they shall see creation rocking,
Feeling the very heavens shaken,
And sce the saints 1o glory taken,

In that day peace will fill your breast,

And God will give you hallowed rest.



THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD Of GOD.

The Name of the Lord.

Notes of an address, 1923,

At the end of every prayer the Name is uttered.
Is it possible we have become used 10 the words,
wondrous though they be ?

Early in the history of man, an attempt was
made to make and perpetuate the human name
(Gen. 10).  Names are of importance, though
Gallio treated such matters lightly.

The Psalms are full of references to the Name
of the Lord, and so are the later Scriptures,
wherein' the power and authority of the Name
of the Lord Jesus are frequently mentioned.

Paul thought he ought to do many things
contrary to the Name of Jesus of Nazareth, but
when he was changed by grace, he was baptised
into the Name, and God chose him to be a
vessel to bear His Name, and to suffer many
things for His Name’s sake,

King Ahasuerus honoured Haman, and when
the latter fell, Mordecat was honoured in u
manifest way when the king gave him the ring
which contained his name (Est. 8. 8, 10). But
God has honoured His people by placing on
them His Name, and His will is that they do
all in the Name of the Lord Jesus. This cannot
be reversed (cf. Est. 8. 8).

Speaking for ourselves, we would be more
careful of our name than anything we possess.
‘A good name is rather to be chosen than
precious ointment.”” It is the most valuable
possession that a person has. Who can then
%slimate the unspeakable value of the Name of
rod ?

Not only have believers authority to use
the Name in prayer and preaching, but a solemn
privilege to honour the Name. It has power
also, and there is, moreover, a purifying,
purging, and preserving aspect of the Name of
the Lord Jesus. For example;—

(a) Can I do this or that in the Name of the
Lord Jesus ?

(b) What are the characteristics of the Lord,
for His Name sets forth these ? Then such
characteristics are, in their measure, to be set
forth in my life,

(c) In preaching the Gospel, the Nume is to
lifted up, announced, and that authoritatively,
because the preacher, if God-sent, is acting in,
agd ;)n dependence upon, the Name (Matt.
28, 10,

2y

A There is power in the Name, and the saints
have on their behalf all that that Name stands

for. May we realise this, not treating the Name
as a " shibboleth,” but cenjoying - fellowship
with HIMSELF,

P.W.H.

“Found of Him in peace.”
2z Pct. 3. 14.

Saints are [requently exhorted o be diligent.
The word is derived from one meaning ‘‘haste,”
suggesting there 1s o time like the present,
And this thought is particularly impruessive,
because a reason for such carnestness 1s that,
** we look for new heavens and a new carth,”’
an age which is subsequent to the Millenmal,
Some might leel this cannot be compatible with
* Looking for a Saviour " from heaven, cven
as it is also thought that cvents preceding that
glorious Coming may hinder the fervent and
watchful expectation of a svon-returning  Lord,
Still, we have Scripture to teach and guide, and
it is a poor confidence that cannot leap over
intervening cvents to lay hold upon ** That
Blessed Hope.,"

“The new heavens and new earth " will be
at least a thousand ycars hence, and yet we are
enjoined to be diligent, How much more then

do we nced to prepare to meet our Coming
Lord,
“ Without spot and blameless.” At the

beginning of his first cpistle, the apostle used
these words, but there they describe the Lamb,
by whoge precious Dblood we have been
redecmed.  These words describe the perfect
life of the Lord Jesus, the life which He laid
down for His sheep.  And shall the sheep not
follow the Shepherd ? Should not their lives
also be ** without blemish and without spot ' ?
Alas, that even the world can find fault—and
often rightly—with us! _How much more those
with whom we live and have daily contact !
O to be living epistles of Christ |

We are further encouraged to ** be found of
Him in peace.” Peacc in our own hearts, peace
in our home lives, pease with our brethren,
peace in our assembly life. This is the very
antithesis of distraction, disorder, and discord,
and is a solemn call to us NOW. Let us heed
the word of our Lord. ‘' Be diligent.” Make
haste. ‘“ The coming of the Lord draweth
nigh.”



26 THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS.

A NEW MASTER.

Boys and girls, in these days, do not know
what it means to be under a master, unless it be
a school-master.  They know the care of parents
and, if they are right-minded children, they will
obey out of love to them. The time will come,
though, when school must give place to daily
work for wages. Then they will serve a master.
But let them not fear, nor be too proud, to be
servants. The Lord Jesus served, ‘'‘ I am among
you as He that serveth.”” It is true happiness
to be a servant.

There once lived a lad, born in Egypt, who had
a very hard master, a man of Amalek, a tribe
very bitter against the children of Israel. But
he was made free and began to live a new life.
How was this ?

King David, before he began to rule over all
Israel, had a hard life. He had to move from
place to place, living in caves and in the woods,
until he was given a city, called Ziklag. One
day, after he and his six hundred men had been
away three days, they came back and found no
houses, no wives, nor children, nor goods, for the
city had been burnt down and all had been taken
away by Amalek, the enemy. ' Then David and
the people that were with him lifted up their
voice and wept, until they had no more power
to weep.”” How sad! ‘* And David was greatly
distressed, for the people spake of stoning him,*’
as if he were the cause of their sorrow, But he
went to God and asked Him what he should do.
God told him to go after the enemy, and he would
get all back again. But how did he know
which way to go ? We come back to that slave-
lad of Egypt. David’s men found him ** in the
field, and brought him to David, and gave him
bread and he did eat ; and they made him drink
water ; and they gave him a piece of a cake of
figs, and two clusters of raisins;: and when he
had eaten, his spirit came again to him: for he
had caten no bread, nor drunk any water, three
days and three nights.”

David asked him two questions ; “ To whom
do you belong . *‘ Where do you come
from " ?  The lad gave him three answers.

(a) 1 was born in Egypt.

(b) I was a slave to a man of Amalek.

() 1 helped to burn Ziklag with fire.

David then asked if he could lead them to
where the enemy was, but he would not tell
unless he could he sure of two things.

(a) That David would not kill him,

(b) That he would not be given back to his

old master.

David promised these two things, and soon
he saw the enemy, a great number of soldiers,
‘“ cating and drinking and dancing.”” He and
four hundred men fought against them and
gained a great victory, bringing back the women
and children, and goods, and very much more
besides.  ‘‘ And there was nothing lacking to
them, neither small nor great, neit.her sons nor
daughters, neither spoil, nor anything that they
had taken to them. David recovered all.”” And
it was all because God was with him.

This is a true story of God's care for those
who trust Him, but are there not some. more
lessons hidden away therein, for us to learn ?
Let us see.

First, remember the three answers the slave-
lad gave to David. They tell us:—

1. About his birth. It was in Egypt, a land
where the children of Israel were hated, ill-
treated, and kept as slaves,

2. What he became. A slave to a hard
master, who left him to die when he fell sick.

3. What he did. He helped to burn down
David’s town, and David was God’s king.

But they also tell us something about your-
selves.

1. You were born in sin. Only one Person
was not born in sin—The Lord Jesus. But
everyone else, and that means you as well, arc
born with a sinful nature (Ps. §1. 5).

2. All became slaves to sin. The Lord Jesus
said, ‘* He thdt doeth sin is the slave of sin ’’
(John 8, 34).

3. All do that awhich is against God’s King,
the Lord Jesus. We are really no better than
those who cried, ‘ Crucify Him.”

If we serve sin, and Satan, and this world,
what will become of us when we fall sick and
draw near to death ? We shall be left quite
alone, like the slave-lad to die without hope,
unless the True and Greater David—the Lord
Jesus—finds us and feeds us, and gives us new
life by His Spirit, and sets us free to be His
willing bond-slaves for ever.

How anxious was the Egyptian lad not to die
and not to go back to his old master. By David’s
kindness he lived, and because of that kindness,
he was with David, and against David’s foes.
David was his new master,

Do you live with the new life that God gives.
Are you on the side of the Lord Jesus ? Is he
your Master ? Then you will never want to go
back to the old life and the old master. May
God grant it!
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THE DEITY OF CHRIST.
P. W. HEwarbp.

(continued) . -

SOME OF CHRIST'S OWN DLEFINITIVE
STATEMENTS CONCERNING HIS GLORY.

It has been argued that the Loid Jesus Christ
did nut assert His Deity. Such an interpretation
is only possible by closing the eyes, as it were,
and then misusing the fact that He was made
" under the Law »’ (Gal. 4. 4). He often refers
to this covenant position, Tne simplest believer
can perceive that if the Lord Jesus, in con-
descending love, took a nature which was that
of a Servant, that sinless nature was neither
from eternity nor to be confused with His Deity.
Hence in His complex personality He was less
than the Father. But the identification and
association withy the Father to be noticed now
(e.g., Matt, 28. 19 ; John 5. 21, 23 ; 14. 10,
1t ; 17. 5, etc.) would be inappropriate if His
human nature were His original condition.
Indecd, whereas He Who was God could, and
did, become Man, one who was only man could
never have become God, without violating the
principle of Isaiah 42. 8, and the consistent
testimony of Holy Scripture.

The ** warp and woof ”’ witness is what we
cxpect, and what we have found. Hence the
Holy Spirit’s opening testimony is clear: ‘‘The
Word was God,” with the word * God ” im
cmphatic position (John 1. v, cf. John 1. 18).
But in accord with the fact that the Lord Jesus
particularly came to declare the Name of the
Father (John 17. 26), and to reveal Him (Matt.
1. 25), we find that He exalted the Father
again and again. His whole life was intention-
aily unassertive (Matt. 12. 19), and He drew
individuals to living faith (lohn q. 38), rather
than multitudes to a mercly verbal confession
of His proclaimed Deity. Yet His early
recorded words to Mary betokened a unique and
conscious relationship to the Father (Luke 2.
49), and He did not hesitate to use such
language as, ‘“ That all men should honour the
Son, ecven as they honour the Father '’ (John

5. 23, cf. 1 John 2. 23), and again ' Now, O
Iather, glorify Thou Me with the glory which
1 had with Thee before the world was ™ (John
17. 5). The stress on Himself as the Sent One
is in both contexts, giving the covenant aspect,
but, as we see, not obliterating His essential
glory, Noi can we forget the astounding
declaration,” ** Before Abraham  was  (became),
Iam * (John 8. 58). It is not merely *“ 1 was,”

but ** T am.” And the answer to the chicf
priests in its context is uncquivocal (Mark
14. 62).

We do not pause here to examine  the

questions, ** How then doth David in spirit call
Him Lord 7 ' nor again, * Why callest thou
Me good?'” They, and the acceptance of worship
in John g and in many other  passages, and

of an ascription of Godhead in John zo. 28 arc
decisive to the humble believer, l)ut. are
pondered elsewhere. Yet we cannot omit the

stress on His glory in the words, * The Son of
man Who is in heaven " (John 3. 13).  The
context intensifics, as clsewhere, the _fnrco.
And the “* T am ’ utterances, alrcady mentioned,
e.g., ‘1 am the Way and the Truth and the
Life.” ** 1 am the Bread of Life,” ** T am th'(:
Rosurrection and the Life,”” have a plain testi-
monv as to His essenlial majesty.  These Shﬂl.lld
have more than a passing notice.  So is it with
the claim of Divine titles, c.g., The Rock n
Matthew 16, 18, and, indirectly, the Stone of
Stumbling in Matthew 21. 42-44 (with Isa. 8.
14. 13). All these statements would be posi-
tively repugnant from the mouth of a created
heing.

It is not only that the Jews understood the
lord Jesus to make unique claims (John 5. 18),
the application in the epistles were inspired {o
draw this conclusion (e.g. 1 Peter 2. B).  Among
those born of woman a greater had not arisen
than John the Baptist, but the infinite contrast
between Christ and the faithful servant is seen
in John 1, even as hetween Christ and Moses in
Hebrew 3. *“ The Word awas God "'—'* There
hecame a man sent from God.”” The inspired
words arc clear, *“ We beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only Begotten of the Father ':
there is no thought of a creafed being when we
read of Him, The T.ord Jesus is ever viewed as
unique in His uncreated glory.

In accord with His unvarying attitude, we see
His glory unveiled in one of the longer records
of His ministry to the disciples (John 13-16), 1
will come again, and 1eceive you unto Mysr-lf,"
“ I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life,”
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“* Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the
Father in Me,”” *¢ That I will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son,” ‘‘ We will come
unto Him, and make Our abode with Him.”
And the added prayer includes the precious
words already quoted, *‘ The glory which I had.
with Thee before the world was ”’ (John 17. 5),
and much of a similar character. And thus in
resurrection it is He Himself who emphasizes
‘‘ the Name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit *'—yet only one Name,

It is important to observe, and to bring
before any who have been confused amid the
battle of human opinions, that whereas not one
statement regarding the Humanity and Covenant
Subordination of the lord Jesus is inconsistent
with His Deity, many of the statements of
Scripture and His whole
quite inconsistent with the denial of that Deity.

In accord with the humiliation followed by
“ His glory”” (Luke 24. 26) we find an
appropriate definiteness of language when He

unveiled Himself to John in Patmos. The days
of His humbling among men, and His sufferings
were then past, and He openly declared name
after name of glory, as, for example, in Revela-
tion 1. 17, ““ Fear not, 1 am the First and the
Last.”  But for this we must refer the reader
to the chapter on Revalation, and desire that
he may share our ‘rest and reioicing in the
unchangable glorv of our slorious Tord.

(It the Lord will, to be continued)

Question and Answer.

. No. 146

The words of [yke 16, verses 9.and 13, seem
difficult to vecopcile, Please explain.

Mammon (see also Matt. 6. 24) stands for
carthly Possessions, as money.  Such, by love
of it, can englaye.

It is called, ¢ {he mammon of unrighteous-

1B
nes : .
lic‘s‘s ‘o ,‘;‘d! ““the unrightcous mammon,"
eeaust It is mostly in the hands of those
unsaved, and ;

h ioht 1s more often used in a wrong than
;’l‘ al tn Way.  These expressions do not mean
1at money, in 4nd of itself, is unrighteous, any

more than thyy the word ** unjust " in 1 Corin-
thians 6.

] » Suggests that human judges are

: ally . .8 . . -
l]hlg::ufro); Bhrighteous. The term differentiates
M ““saints,” who are ** righteous,”’

H"Zt 1'5;1 Jf‘]‘Stiﬁcd persons.  Similarly, the phrase,
th;;:.l the ﬁe':h " is not to be mkm} as implying
itself, cvil ?)h (the human quy) 15, in and of

* Put that men, until saved by grace,

attitude would be .

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

use the body as an instrument of sinning. The
believer is difterent (Rom. 6. 13-19).

Disciples, for such are addressed by the Lord
in these words, are enjoined to be faithful in the
use of that in which many are faithless, selfish,
and wasteful, What they have is to be employed
in such manner as will qualify them for holier
service—the care of ‘' the true riches,”” perhaps
suggesting (as verse 10) Kingdom rewards. It
must be remembered, however, that our Lord’s
hearers were chosen to be, at an appointed time,
His stewards (see 1 Pet, 4. 10).

As to the ‘' making friends,” it is clear that
this is not ** with ”’ mammon. The unjust
steward— )

(a) Dealt unrighteously in this world’s goods.

(b) By so doing, he conferred a ‘‘ benefit *’

(reduction of debt) on certain people,
though in a sinful way.

(c) As a result he expected, when deprived of
his ** living,”’ to be received (lit. welcomed) by
the friends, made in ihis ungodly way, into their
houses.

What is the parallel
contrasts) for us ?

(a) We are to deal faithfully in the use of
what God has “‘ lent ’* (o us (see 1 Tim. 6. 17-19).

(b) We zre to seek to *“ benefit ** those who
have nced by means of such possessions as are
entrusted to us. This calls for exercise of heart
and waiting upon God. What is often called
** charity ” is misguided (note ch. 14. 12-14).

(c) Thus we shall make friends who shall
reccive (welcome) us, not into earthly: houses,
but into *‘ the everlasting tabernacles,’”’ when we
‘““ fail,” that is, pass from this life.

This seems to imply that ‘‘ the household of
faith '’ (Gal. 6. 10 ; Rom. 12. 13) is to be the
primary care of believers ; also that, in
dispensing material blessing, there should always
be the aim and desire for spiritual blessing. Only
redeemed ones will be in everlasting habitations.

(with the necessary
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Inspired Words, Inspected.
' No. 6

Giving thanks unto the Father, Whigh hath
made us meest to be partakers of the inherit-
ance of the saintsin light: Who hath dalivered
us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of His dear
Bon, in Whom we have redemption, even the
forgiveness of sins. Col, 1. 12-14.

The words, ‘* through His blood," not being
in the original, are omitted, but sce the reference
to that precious blood in verse 2o and His body
in verse 22.

GIVING THANKS (eucharistountes) ; note
** charis '’ (grace), in the midst of the word,

suggesting gratitude for grace.  Present par-
ticiple, plural, suggesting  continuance and
character.  Believers should be thankful people
always.

UNTO THE FATHER, (téi patri) simple
dative, from ** pater '), Prayer and Praise are
usually 7o the Fa'hr, through the Son, ana in
the Spirit. Praise in ‘‘ due unto His Name."

WHICH HATH MADE US MEET, (toi
hikanesanti) ; from hikanos (to make suflicient
or fit) ; lit., ** The One having made sufficient,"
a reminder of El-Shaddai (God All-sufficient)
Who clse is sufficient *to make fit for Himself ?
Aorist Participle. Simple dative in apposition
with, “ The Father."!

US (see below).

TO BE PARTAKERS, (eis ten merida) ; lit,
“with a view to (or unto) the share (or portion) ;"
applied to a province (Acts 16. 12), A fem, noun,
“““meris *’ ; accusative, preceded by eis (into).
The word ‘* portion ** is suitable, secing it has
reference to inheritance.

OF THE. INHERITANCE, (tou klerou),
dative sing. from ‘‘Kleros" (a portion assigned).
It is translated ‘' inheritance ' op heritage
(Acts 26. 18 ; 1 Pet. 5. 3). The word is derived
from one meaning a “lot,"" (he casting of
lots.”” See Neh. 10. 34, also Deut. 10. 0, where
the Hebrew word is reckoned to be the equivalent
of our Greck word. Both “meris” and “klcros?”
aoccur in Acts 8, 2r1.

OF THE SAINTS, (ton hagion) ; lit, « Of
the holies ** | genitive plural of ‘¢ hagios,” It
may be rendered, ““ of (or belonging to) the
saints "’ or, ‘“ of (or belonging 10) the holiest *’
(see Hebrews. 9. 8). Both thoughts are helpful,
Ont  suggesting  the grace-given portion of
believers, the other their right, hy grace, fo the
holiest of all (Heb. ro. 19). )

the

’
)

IN LIGHT, (en toi photi) ; lit,, **in
light.”  Dative of ** phos ' following ** en
The holiest of all was illuminated only by the
hght of God’s presence.  That is one thought
(cf. 1 John 1. 5-7). ‘The other is, that it is light,
Divine heavenly light, into which the saints have
been called (see Eph. 5. 8 ; 1 Pet, 2. g).

WHO, (hos) ; Relative pronoun, nom:
antecedent being ** The Father.”

DELIVERED, (erusato );  Aorist, third per.
sing. from ** ruomai ”* (I draw or svatch to
myself), the thought being, *‘ to rescue from
danger.””  Often rendered ** deliver.” (cf. Matt.
6. 13). The peril was that of being under the
power of darkness, a real peril, of which men
are generally unaware,

US, (humas). Acc. plur. from
pers. pronoun ;5 (also in verse 12),

FROM, (ck) ; Lit. "*out of 7 5 by nature
in the grip of the ** power ' and immersed in the
* darkness.’””  This preposition is significant.

THE POWER (tes exousias) ;  lit, ** the
authority *' ; Gen, Sing., from ** exousin.”’ A
real, lh(mgh usurped authority, but men, under
it, " love darkness rather than light,”

OF DARKNESS, (ton skotous) 5 lit,,  Of
the darkness ;  gen. sing. from ** skotos,"
(absence of light). By nature men are not only
in darkness, but are darkness (Eph. 5. 8). They
have a nature in keeping with  (hat authority,
under which they remain until rescued by grace.

AND, (Kai) ; There is, in Divine dealings in
grace, an ** out of *’ and an ** into."”

HATH TRANSLATED, (metestesen) 3 Nor,
Ind. third person, sing, from methistemi,” (1
set or move over, i.c., from ane place to another).
This is God's work, acting in sovereign grace,
Only He can change the condition and position
of a captive sinner,

US, (not in the original),

INTO, (eis) ; prep. governing acc.

THE KINGDOM, (ten basileian) ;  Saints
are now under a  new authority, the rule of

the

"

“ego g

Christ.
HIS DE_;\R SON, (tou huiou tes agapes
autou) 5 lit, ** The Son of His love ™ ;

suggesting the eterpal

the ** Father * (v.

John 17, 23.26),
IN WHOM, (en hoi) ¢ dat.

pr(?(‘(‘dcd by € en,’? ’

love subsisting hetween
12} and the ““ Son.”” (Note

sing, rel. pron,,
Masc. to agree with ““Son."”

WE HAVE, (echomen) ;  Pres. Act. Ind.
plur., from ** echo (T have). A present
possession, but only iy Christ, We fave and
tre nothing apart from Him.

REDEMPTION, (ten apolutrosin) ;  from
* apolutrosis "' (‘“‘ apo,” “away from,” and
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“ lutron,” ‘* loosing-money ') ; therefore, ** a
setting free because of a price paid.””  From
other scriptures, we know the ransom price was
the precious blood of Christ,  That is the
redemption.

THE FORGIVENESS, (ten aphesin) ; lit.,
“{he sending away.”’ Dative, in apposition
with ** redemption.”’  Redemption procured for-
griveness, but  whilst redemption  was  accom-
plished in time past by the Cross, forgiveness is
realised by cach saved one in time present by the

gracious inworking of the Holy Spirit. Note a
¢ sending away,’’ (cf. Ps. 163. 12).,

- OF SINS, (ton hamartion) ; lit., “‘ of the
sinsg ”* : Gen. Plur. from ** hamartia,”” *¢ sin,””

or '* the missing a mark.”

a sad fulness of aberration.

‘¢ Sins,”’ suggesting

WHAT IS FAITH!

The Lord’s people often mistake natural
interest for inwrought faith. That which is
genuine takes God at His word and simply rests
thereon. That which is fictitious may embrace
large portions of Scripture, But let us not be
deceived thereby.  Real faith, grasping God’s
condemnation of the flesh, is necessarily heart-
broken to think of the awfulness of iniquity.

That which is spurious pretends repentance, but -

there is no deep law-work, That which is from
above is very trustful in the [.ord’s promises,
but not at all in sclf, or self’s appreciation of
them. ‘That which is counderfeit is very doubtful
ol His bare utterances, but very confident of its
participation therein.

“The faith of God’s clect '’ is fixed, it is
solid, it is Divinely persuaded. These thoughts
arc in the original words.  The *‘ faith ” of
man’s making is changeable, it is empty, it is
humanly reasoned. It can easily be shown that
unfaith is mentally foolish, but the man who has
passed through 1his experience may be still far
off. A sense of need, and the Lord’s ability to
satisfy that need on the basis of atoning blood—
satisfied justice—that is required and it is part
of true faith,

Dear fellow-saints, vou have this wonderful

gifts, but how meny ©f your daily actions
illustrate it 2 Do you always take God’s
messages  simply  because they are His ?
Do you depend on Him in details 2 Does

all your joy still rest on Christ ?-
P.W.H.

“ A Cup of cold water.”

Matt. 10. 42

.

God e¢steems men’s deeds by their minds, and
not their minds by their deeds . . . God is not
likely to break His Word, neither will He forget
the least good dore by the least saint. The
butler may forget Joseph, and Joseph may for-
get his father’s house, not so the Lord. What,
though thou canst but chatter like a crane ?
What, though thou canst not talk so fiuently for
Christ as others ? What, though thy hand be
weak, that thou canst not do so much for Christ
as others ? Yet the Lord, seeing thy heart
sincerc, will reward thee. Thou shalt have an
everlasting rest for a little labour, and a great

reward for a little work.
SEL.
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YOUNG BELIEVERS’ COLUMNS.
MELCHIZEDEK.

No, 4
MELCHIZEDEK WAS LIKE THE SON
OF GOD.

In what ways ? Here the Holy Spirit, in the
inspired epistle, makes use of what is omitted
in the equally inspired historic record. *‘Without
father, without mother, without descent (genc-
alogy), having neither beginning of days nor
end of life.”” These statements are not made
in Genesis 14, and it will be said by some, but
he must have had parents, and so a beginning
of days, and being a man, he must have died.
Very true, but is it not remarkable that, in a
book full of records of births, deaths, and
‘“ generations,’’ nothing whatever of these is
mentioned concerning Melchizedek. But we
now see the wisdom of this ; probably
not until the epistle to the Hebrews was
written, was the significance of the omissions

realised. The Lord Jesus is God—from
everlasting to everlasting. ‘‘ He abideth
continually.””  'Tis His person that

gives valuz to His work, and, although we
are looking for Him to take His power and
reign as ‘‘ the Lord our Righteousness,’” yet it
is His present priestly work which is so great
a comfort to us whilst awaiting His Coming
again,

MELCHIZEDEK WAS A PRIEST.

Remembering how these Hecebrew believers
were tempted to look at '‘ things seen *'—the
priests and sacrifices of the temple—it is most
fitting that the superiority of Christ’s priesthood,
offering, and sacrifice over those connected with
the temple should be set before them, So they
are taken to the ‘' book of the law,”” and shewn
that there was a ‘‘ Priest of the Most High
God ' long before lLevi, Aaron's forefather,
was born (Gen. 14) ; and, from what is said,
and what is left unsaid, about Melchizedek, also
shewn what a wondrous type of the Lord Jesus
he is ; further, that the priesthood of Aaron
and his successors were but the shadow of the
Substance Which has now come.

THE WORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Now these believers had for some time known
Christ as Lord and Saviour, and should have
been able to teach others, yet had neced them-
selves of being taught the first principles of
truth (5. r12). Instead of going on to the
‘“ strong meat ”’ of God’s Word, they had gone

back to ‘** babyhood.” ‘I'hey had become such
as had nced of * milk.” This was a reproach,
for they were unskilful (inexperienced) in ** the
word of righteousness.”  That is to say, therc
was a looking back to a ‘* righteousness '
consisting of owlward acts, and a tendency to
forget that righteousness revealed in the Gospel
of Christ, the righteousness of God, apart from
human works, reckoned by Him to those who
have faith in Christ.  The continued feeding on
that ** word of righteousness,” meditating
therein, sceking the Holy Spirit’s teaching, and
not shunning ** things hard to be understood,’’

is the appointed way to ** grow " and attain to
“full age.”” We arc to ‘““use’” (habituaie
curselves to) this word,  Thus our *‘ senses

will be **exercised,”  the ** distinguishing
faculty ' will develop, and the study of Seripture
will be a growing delight as we seek to mine its
wealth,  Chirist will be seen where He was not
seen before, for He is the whole Theme of this
precious book (Heb. 5. 11-14).

Yet younger ones, for whom these notes are
written, should remember that the Tloly Spirit
also uscs mature saints to teach them. Let
them, therefore, be free with their questions to
older brethren, and compare with Scripture all
that is imparted in this way. The writer, when
newly come to the faith, was advised fo test
every thing by Scripture. He acted on this to
his profit.

THE THEME OF THE EPISTLE TO THE
HEBREWS.,

Returning to our Subject, the truth concern-
ing the Priesthood of the Lord Jesus Chrisg is
taught in ** Hebrews ” by way of exposition of
Old Testament Scriptures, including the meaning
of a type, in this case, Mclehizedek., We have
scen he was King ol Salem, and we know the
Lord Jesus will reign in Jerusalem, Dsalm 110
speaks of both Iis Kingship and Priesthood.
But (see Heb. 2. 8) ““ Now we sce not yet all
things put under Him,”’ that is, He is not
reigning teday on carth ;  and though His
coming again is that for which the saints look
(Heb. 9. 28), it is His perfect offering, and
present priestly service in the heavenly sanctu-
ary which are brought before us for our
cncouragement to continue on that pilgrim way
in which our fecet have been set.

(71 the Lord wild, to be continsed)

We cannot measure God’s love except by
itself. ‘* Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable Gift.”
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PREACHING.
Acts 8

A preacher is a herald. Every believer ought
to be a witness to the Truth, and this applies to
brethren and sisters.  Therefore, it is not
necessary to be a public proclaimer of the Gospel
in order to fulfil the will of God, Whose revealed
purpose is the world-wide telling forth of the
““ Good News.”” He has a plan for each of
His redeemed, and it is their wish—or should
be—to know His will and to keep within the
sphere thereof, realising that, as someone has
said, ‘¢ the little circle of light wherein he
stands may expand '’ as he bears a consistent
testimony.

In this chapter, it is impressive and interest-
ing to observe what kind of persons were used
by God in the spreading of His truth, and the
words employed to describe the work.

'

PREACHING THE WORD.

The persecution against the church in Jeru-
calem at the time of Stephen’s martyrdom,
caused a scattering, not of the apostles, but of
all the church, men and women.  With what
result ? They went everywhere, ‘‘ evangelis-
ing " the Word. Refusing to be discouraged,
they took this dispersal (** sowing-abroad ) as
a God-sent opportunity to tell of God's Salva-
tion.

PREACHING CHRIST.

It is noticcable that, though scattered, they
went, as though choosing to go. . So Philip
went down into the City of Samaria. Were
there any to meet him who had heard from
Christ’s own lips the Gospel 7?7  We do not
know, but the Samaritans did look for
‘“ Messiah, which is called Christ ”’ (John j4),
and it is significant that Philip preached
(‘‘ Heralded ’) Christ, as well as evangelising
the Name of Jesus Christ. The power of that
Name overcame the satanic power that had
possessed the people, and libcrated them. Men
and women beliecved and were baptised, ‘‘ and
there was great joy in that city.,”” His
‘“ evangel '’ also included

PREACHING THE THINGS CONCERNING
THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

Some present-day opinions relegate this
preaching to a future day by a certain
‘ remnant,” during the Great Tribulation, but
it is truth for today. Paul preached it (Acts
20. 24, 25, 28. 31). Sce also our Lord’s words
in Matthew 24. 14. ‘* Through much tribula-

tion we must enter the Kingdom of God."”” And
should not ministers of the Word exhort saints
to such diligence here, so that they may have
an abundant entrance into the Kingdom (2 Pet.
1. 11) ? .

TESTIFYING AND SPEAKING THE WORD
OF THE LORD.

The apostles, Peter and John, coming from
Jerusalem, were Divinely used to set the seal
of God upon the work accomplished through
Philip.  They continued the work, ‘‘ bearing
witness ** (for had they not ‘‘been with
Jesus ’* ?) and speaking (had they not His
commission ?) ‘‘ the Word of the Lord.”” By
this phrase we may understand it to be the
truth concerning the Lord Jesus, opened up
from the Holy Scriptures, which was the basis
of all the apostles’ teaching.

PREACHING THE GOSPEL.

Here (in verse 25) it is one word—'‘ evan-
gelise.”” From the city they went forth into the
villages, telling the Good News, with what
results we are not told. What is of importance,
however, is that the command of the Lord—
““In Samaria,” (Acts 1)—was being fulfilled ;
but the way was opened through a humbler
servant, a deacon ; this great privilege was
not that of the apostles, who had received the
original command.

HE PREACHED . . . JESUS.

Philip had an audience of one. From the
abundant showers of blessing in a city he is
constrained by the Holy Spirit to go to a desert
place. He who had been used to bring joy to
multitudes through receiving Christ as Saviour
was to be the means of causing a solitary
individual to go on his way rejoicing.  The
Ethiopian, though a ‘‘great man,”” was" a
humble seeker. He read the Scriptures, and
God, Who timed the meeting, ordained that he
should be reading the words of Isaiah, fore-
shewing the suffering of the Redeemer. From
that Scripture, Philip ‘ preached (evangelised)
unto him JESUS.””  That precious Name, by
which He was known in His humiliation, spoke
of salvation from sins, of One Who became
Man, so as to redeem sinners by His blood.
The ‘‘ great man ' believed simply as a little
child, was baptised, ‘‘ and went on his way
rejoicing.”’ '

PREACHING IN ALL THE CITIES.

Philip’s ‘work was not finished. From Azotus
he travelled to Cexsarea, ‘‘ evangelising » all
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the cities on his way, again we are not told with
what results. These may be left with God, for
the chief lessons are those of obedicnce, being
willing for God’s will, and a readiness to go
where He wishes,

Summarising, we learn that apostles, a deacon,
and scattered believers were used in making
Christ known ; that the subject-matter of the
message included ‘* The Word,” ‘‘ Things con-
cerning the Kingdom of God,” ‘* The Word of
the Lord,”” ‘‘ the Gospel,’”’ and above all, the
Object, to point men to One called, ** Christ,”’
‘* Jesus,” ‘* Jesus Christ ” ; that the message
was taken to cities, villages, and a road in the
desert, ‘‘ everywhere '’ ; and that the methods
were ‘‘ heralding,”” ‘‘ evangelising,’ ‘' witness-

35

without the aid of music, solos, and posters,
and other advertising schemes. The simplicity
is in marked contrast to modern methods, often
necessitating great expense.  The sccret s,
they depended upon the Holy Spirit. He is the
same today. Why cannot we depend on Him
like-wise ?

ing,’’ ‘‘speaking.” ’'Tis all very direct, and
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Notes on Memorized Verses.
JOEL 3.

1, ‘In those days and in that time '’ (see ch. 2. 28-32)
The final deliverance from captivity. 2, Wherever the
valley is, it is the place of ‘! Jeltovah's judgn:nent ”
(Jehoshaphat).  God the Advocate of *‘ My people ** and
‘“ My heritage "~ Isracl. 3, Vice and drink (cf. Hosea
4. 11) lead to the enslavement of others by selling them,
even hoys and girls (contrast Zech, 8. 5). 4, buc}} treat-
ment of llis people and land, God says, has “to do
with Me.” He will shew Himself for His nation, and,
5, for llis possessions, stolen from His people. 6, Slz?\'cr?(i
for political reasons as that in verse 3 was for‘pmson.x
luxury. 7, 8, The “ I will * of blessing and of juigment
—both certain, ** for the Lord hath spoken.'.' 9, 1o, The
nations will gather against Jerusalem, but it will be by
God’s permission (Zech, 14. 2) but, 11, He will cause Hhus
mighty ones to come down—His saints (Zech. 14. 5) W 3
have been raised (sec Rev. 17. 14). 12, Se‘(: v. 2 an
v. 14. A place of judgment and “‘ concision '’ (a cutting
down) or ‘' threshing " (a separating) (sce v. 14 margin).
13, The sickle (sece Rev. i4). 14, The ncar day of the
Lord." 15, (See ch. 2. 30, 31), 16, ju1.lg|.nent am.i mercy
(cf. 2 Thess. 1. 6, 7. where the church is in q‘uestl(zn) I)u,t'
here it is the carthly nation. 17, Jerusalem *‘ holiness
(marg.) and God's dwelling, Surely a promise of ultfmate
blessing aflter sorrow. 18, On(‘.(z more the lund will be
“goodly” (Deut. 11. 10-12). 19, Egypt and Edom desolate,
yot even Egypt will ultimately he blessed (Isa 19, 24, 25)
after the *“innocent blood '' has been dealt with. 20,
This is not the present state of Jerusalem, but it will be.
21, Compare the close of Fzekiel’s message, “ The Lord
is there.” .

ZECHARIAHN 3.

1, ‘ He shewed me.’”  Otherwise the real state of
things would have been hid from him. 2, Satan, resisting,
is rebuked (cf. Jude g). 3. Filthy garments (contrast Ex.
28, 2). 4, New garments for old, a Lype of rightecusness
imputed 1o those unrighteous by nature (Rom. 4. 5).
The Lord's “1 have ™ and ‘1 will "—sovereign grace.
5, Salvation is with a view to priestly service (see 1 Pet.
2. 5). 6, 7, Walk and work for the present. A heavenly
place in the fulure. Would we walk amongst holy ones
above ?  Then let our walk he holy here. 8, Joshua and
his fellows a sign of the Lord and His ‘‘ fellows.” (Heb. 2)
My SERVANT (cf. Isa. 33). The BRANCH (see Isa.
4. 2 and Zech, 6, 12), 9, The STONE, all names of the
Lord Jesus. ‘' Seven eyes ” (Rev, 5. 6). 10, The final
restoratica, because of removed iniquity v. q). ¢

ZECHARIAH 4.

i, Sleep, alter a vision of truth, Awakening needed.
Is that true of us ? (cf, Luke 9. 32). 2, “ What seest
thou 2" ‘1 have looked and hehold.” What do we
expect to sce in God's word ? (Ps. 119. 18). 3, Two
olive trces, having seven pipes conveying oil to the seven
lamps, yet one lampstand. 4, 5, The prophet did not
know, yct it appears he ought to have krown 6, A word
to Zerubbabel, the builder of the temple. ‘* Army " and
human power sct aside. 'Tis My SPIRIT. 7, ¢ Grace,
Grace '’ to the headstone, but grace turns mountains into
plains. 8, 9, The hands of a Greater than Zerubbabel
are building His church upon Himself the Rock and the
Foundation. He also will finish (see Ephesians), 10,
A “ day of small things,”’ for this temple could not com-
pare in glory with the formet. Yet the plummet is in
the hand of the Master-Builder, and the building will De

straight and true. There is also the Holy Spirit in His
sevenfold working. Cannot we see in Zerubbabel a type
of Christ ? 11, 12, 13, The prophet pursues his enquiry,
mildly rebuked by the angel. 14, This is prophetic (see
Rev. 1r. 4). Note the ‘*sons of oil " (margin) empty
out of themselves for 1he maintenance of the light.
Witness is a costly thing.

ZECHARIAH 5.

1, **Turned,” * lifted up mine eyes,’’ *‘ looked,’’
* Behold.”  Four steps toward godly knowledge, ever
needful. 2, The flying roll (or Scroll) considered by some,
a symbol of good, but Note its size, the same as
ll}e holy place of the tabernacle. 3, It is a curse. One
side declares (see margin) that the thief shall be held
guiltless ;  the other that the petjurer shall be held
guiltless, This is * framing iniquity by a law '—the
law of Antichrist (Ps. 94. 20). 4, But the punishment
shall fit the crime. 5, Another ** going forth * (see
VV. 3 4). 6, An Ephah equals three seahs or ‘‘measures’’
S‘Cf' Mat.t. 13. 33). “‘ Resemblance equals ‘‘ eye  or

fountain »; suggestive, in view of the context. ** Al
the earth.” (see Luke 18, 8 7, That which holds down
(c!‘.l 2 Thess. 2. 6) lifted up, and ‘the woman is seen
i\:ltnn. In Matt. 13. 33 she is outside busy putting the
caven (evil) into the meal -gocd dortrine), Now the
truth is gone and only, 8 wickedness (lawlessness) fills
the (‘*phal}—a symbol of commerce. The time is not come
for its liberation, but in mystery it is today inworking
(2 Thess. 2. 7). 9, Afavou abie wind for evil. The stork
is cighteenth in the list in Deut, 14. 11-20. Eighteen is
3 sixes (cf. Rev. 13. 18).  Between earth and heaven
(cf. 2 Sam, 18, g). " 10, 11, Its ultimate destination—the
land of Shinar, the site of Babylon.  ** Lawlessness **
will have its temple ** upon her own base.” All this is
future, perhaps very near, and certain.

“Thou and all thy house.”

In the sphere of SALVATION, parents should
pray for, and expect the Lord to call their
children. *‘ Come thou and alj thy house into
the ark.” ** What must I do to be saved ? And
they said, Belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Gen.
7.1 ; Acts 16. 30, 31). '

The home, too, is the true place of EDUCA-
TION (sce Deut. 6. 6, 7). ** Abraham . . . for
I know him, that he will command his children
and his household after him, and they shall keep
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judg-
ment "’ (Gen. 18. 17-1g). SUPPLICATION,
too, must have due prominence in parental
concern.  ‘* That we might afflict ourselves
before our God, to seek of Him a right way for
us, and for our little ones, and for all our sub-

stance (Neh. 9. 21). Believe ye that God is able
v do these things ?
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“The words of the Lord are puré

Words . . . purified seven times *’
Psalm 12, 6.

“They scek a country , . . they desire a better’’
Hebrews 11, 14-16.

There is a country blest and fair,

A far far better country, where

No sin can enter and defile,

Nor cloud obscure God's loving smile.
We know but little of that land,

Its beauties, how God's skilful hand
In wisdom hath prepared and will

In His appolnted time fulfil

His purpose: but assuredly

We like our glorious Lord shall be,
For we shall see Him face to face,
Rlest trophies of His love and grace,
A W.H.
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MAIRTAR

tesTimony ¥
on's GRACE

AND TRUTH

Words of Encouragemecnt.

Was it not kind of
the gracious God thus
to speak ? Words of
encouragement are
these indeed. Spoken
as they were to Jacob,
exiled because of fail-
ure, the sin of taking things into his own hands
and not biding God’s time, we fcel how
especially condescending are the Divine words
to one who later confessed, ‘‘ I am not worthy
of the least of all the mercies, and of all the
truth, which Thou hast shewed unto Thy
servant.”’

What is it of which ‘God our Father bas spoken
to us. Is it not of ‘' bringing many sons to
glory,” being ‘‘ led forth by a right way,” of
*“all things working together for good.'’ and,
joy of all joys, of seeing our Lord ““ as He is *’
and ‘‘ being like Him.”

Like Jacob, we fail, and own, ““1 am not
worthy,”” but like him also, we may sav, ‘‘ And
Thou saidst, T will surely do thee good.” But
we have a promise directed to us in this day,
“ T'will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” The

Lord of hosts is with us ; the God of Jacob
is our refuge.””’

1 will not leave thee,
until T have done that
which 1 have spoken to
thee of.”

Genesis 28. 15,

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Let us mark the limitations of Paalm 66, 18,

Ounly those “IN CHRIST.” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10. 22, can “ CONTINUE in
praver, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.

1. For those in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim. 2. 1-4).

The times are solemn: our * politics ”’ remain

heavenly (“ citizenship,” Phil. 3. 20), but our

responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the

days of Ezra (6. 10). .

Israel—-scattered, peeled, confused—that God

may see in us the intensity He has appointed

(Isa. 62. 6, %), and that Psalm 122. 6 and

Jeremiah g1. 50 may be a reality to us.

3. For Hebrew.Christians and their peculiar wants and
difficulties, narticulariv in other lands

4. For saints on the Continent nand their manv diffi-
cyltiea, including rercecutinn and renression.

5. For troubled China, and the trials of God’s servants
in that land.

2. For

6. For the Lord's work enuusted to us, in this and
other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
sprcial remembrance of Stanley Duce (the

New [East), F. A. Franco (Argentine and
around, Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), D. Werner
(Germany). Continue to pray for the Lord’s

enabling if He will, of additional fellow-workers
for S. America, and the translation of Scripture.

7. The growth of literacy, opening doors both to
evangelical and ideological literature, in many
lands.

8. For aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm

92. 14 may be realised.

God’s blessing in families (‘ Thou and thy

house "), and that many *‘little ones ' may

believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).

10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
fellow saints,

For

Poems to Help Christian Experience.—180.

*“ Fruit in old age.” Psalm g2. 14.

“ The lips of the vightcous feed many.”
Proverbs 10. 21.

Our years nced not a burden bring,
Nor steal away our early joy ;
Our happy hearts may ever sing,
And cares and fears need ne’er destroy
The inward peace, the outward calm,
The upward look, the power to pray ;
Our latter days may be a psalm
To Him Who smiles upon our way."

Yet some have left their early love,
And some, alas, in growing old,
Have lost the taste for things above
And with their years are growing cold.
Grey hairs, indeed, do here and there
Appear, yet all unrealised ;
Of strength departed unaware
They into sin may be surprised.

But is this truc, my soul of thee ?
The faults of others grievous seem—
Though only * motes ’—and thine may be
More sad. Then from thine eye the beam
Pluck out at once. By grace Divine
Repentance seek, forgiveness know ;
Oncoming years that may be thine
No longer waste cn things below.

The years that have so barren been
May be testored. Grace can renew
Repentant hearts and make them clean.

And God will send reviving dew
Upon thy branch, and then will be

The fruit that doth from Him proceed.
God will be glorified in thee,

And many from thy lips will feed,

Yea, as the stately palm doth grow
And lift to heav’n its fruitful head,

Since, from the waters deep below
Its root and stem are hourly fed,

Abundantly the saint may live,
Rooted and grounded in God's love,

And in old age his fruit may give

To glorify his God ubove.
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Address at the Graveside
o1 a Sister in the Lord,

dprit 2Lst, 1SV o

‘Lhe words just read are those from the
cvening page of ' Daly Ligat ** tor April 171h,
tne day on which our oeluved sister ‘* fell
asleep ' in Christ.  sud how fitling tney are!
** Draw me, we will rug atter Thee.”” Her heant
yearned for her Lord, and ran out in affection
1o Him, and this because ot His having, many
years ago, drawn her with loving kindness to

Ll
—t

experience His so great salvation. But the
purpose of God was from Eternity. *'1 have
loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore

. .."” She beheld the Lamb of God, the
Son of Man, the Lord Jesus, Who was lifted
up upon a cross, °‘that whoever bclieveth
in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life.”” This was the faith of the dear one whose
body we are ‘* sowing ’ in the ecarth today ;
who, when she knew and received the Lord Jesus
as her personal Saviour, could truly say, ““Whom
have 1 in heaven but Thee ? And there is none
upon earth that 1 desire beside Thee.” ** We
love Him, because He first loved us.”” For Him
she lived, for Him she endured. His honour in
her own life and in the assembly she desired
above all clse,

The last few weeks of her life were those of
increasing weakness in body, but a remarkable
strength of mind and spiritual energy were
observed by those about her. She was willing
to ** go home ’’ or ‘‘ abide on,”’ just as the Lord
pleased, the words of Philippians 1. 20, 21, scnt
her as a message, being welcomed and appropri-
ated by a warm and living faith. Prayer was
desired and entered into heartily, and deep
appreciation of the kindness of those who
ministered to her wants, The heavenly beauty
of an occasional smile was noticed by more than
one who held spiritual converse with her.

Our sister would never claim to be anything
more than a sinner saved by grace ; and would
deprecate any words which seemed to ‘* praise "’
her.  Though firmly holding to what she held
to be right, she did not wish for prominence,
znd would have certainly never have desired
words 1o be spoken in her honour, but would
delight to know that the Name of her Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ were exalted at her grave-
side. Still, the words are written in Scripture,
* A woman that fearcth the Lord, she shall be
praised.””

And now she has heard and answered the call
of the Beloved, ‘‘ Risc up, My love, My fair one,

and come away. Lor, lo, the winter is past, the
rain is oves and gone ;  the flowers appear on
the carth ; the tme ol the singing of birds 1s
~ome, and the voice of the turtle s neard in our
land ; the fig tree putteth forth her green figs,
and the vines with the tender grape give i good
smell,  Arise, My love, My lair ong, and come
away.”” The theme of the little book of Scrip- |
ture, from which these words are taken, is the
love subsisting between  Chuist, the l-lcavenl.y
Bridegroom, and His bride, the church, She is
beloved of Him, and so is cvery single believer.
Each can say, ‘1 am my Beloved’s, and His
desire is toward me,’”’ and these words have
been a delight and a solace to an untold number
of saints, _ )

The language is that of the spring time, when
a newness ot life and abundance ot joy mark the
whole creation. Past is dreary winier and the
heavy rains, and now it is a timc. of flowers and
song. Lovely picture of mlllennml'pcucc! Yet
does it not fitly express the experience of unt
who has left behind the winter of carthly sorrow
and failure, and has entered Paradise, the garden
of the Lord ? .

It may be asked, who, among persons living
on carth, can be found worthy of such' words”a's
those of the Lord, * My love, My fazr.qone“ ?
None, indced, m and of themselves ! For ** all
sinned and are coming short of the glqry of
God.” Sin has marred the fair creation of God.
The entrance of sin into the world is lh? sole
cause of all that is morally wugly, for it has
alienated man from God. ** Dead in Lrespasses
and sins,’”’ ** hateful and hating onc another,’
are words in Scripture deseribing every person
from Adam downward. ‘*There is  none
righteous, no, not one.””  Yet there are somc
to whom God says, ** Thou art all fair, My love;
there is no spotf in thee.”” Why 7 And ho.w‘?
Because such are redeemed by the precious
blood of Christ, they are accounted righteous
because of the work of their once-crucified
Saviour. They are clothed in the garments of
salvation and covered with the robe of righteous-.
ness, wrought by the Lord Jesus. In His beauty
they are seen beautiful,  Looking upon the
sinner fustified, God sces that which is not of
the sinner, but of Himself, The saved sinner is
‘ complete in Him,"’ Jesus Christ. .

This is ** the Gospel of the glory of Christ,”’
which came to the loved one of whom we now
take leave. Who today will hearken to the
voice of the Son of God, and pass out of death
into life cternal ?

May the Lord get glorv to His Own Name
through our sister’s testimony! Amen,
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YOUNG PEOPLE’'S COLUMNS.
“HE PAID THE FARE”

You cannot go anywhere by ’bus, train, oOr
boat, without paying your fare, or someonc,
your parents mostly, paying it for you. Also,
you cannot pay what you think, but what has
been fixed by others.

Sometimes people have got into a 'bus, and
have gone farther away from the place they want
10 reach, and only found they were wrong after
paying their fare. That may mean waste of
time and money, and all, perhaps, for wani of
asking. But suppose we, on our life’s journey,
make the mistake of thinking we are on the way
to heaven, and all the time we are going the
wrong way ; should we not be glad to be
stopped and told the right way ?

There is only one man of whom we read in the
Bible that ** he paid the fare.”” His name was
Jonah, God told him to go to a great city and
tell the people there that, if they did not turn
away from their sins, their city would be over-
thrown. Jonah did not want to go, so instead
of going ecastward, where the city was, he went
westward. He came to a seaside town called
Joppa, and found there a ship which was about
to sail.

“ So he paid the fare thercof, and went down
into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the
presence of the Lord.”” He was soon fast asleep,
forgetting all about his sin of not obeying God.
This reminds us of the danger of sin. Even our
hearts might be fast asleep, and we may think
all is well. How sad it would be if God did not
wake us up, but left us sleeping.

But God did not leave Jonah. He sent a great
storm, so great that the strong sailors were full
of fear and thought they would all be drowncd.
So they called Jonah and said, ‘** What meanest
thou, O sleeper ?  Arise, call upon thy God, if
s0 be that God will think upon us that we perish
not.”” They found, by casting lots, that Jonah
was the cause of the storm coming upon them.
’l‘heq he ‘“ owned up,’” as we say, to his sin in
running away from God, and this made the
sailors, who were idol-worshippers, still more
afraid. .

Then they asked him, ‘‘ What shall we do
unto THEE, that the sea may be calm unto
US ? ' * And he said unto them, Take me up
and cast me forth into the sea ; so shall the
sea be calm unto you.” Still, they rowed hard
to bring the ship to land, but cou'd not, so they
did as Jonah told them and threw him into the
sea, and at once it was quiet.

So we sce that, by one man’s sin ine stom
came, and many nearly Jost their hves j  also
tnat, by one man's sujfering, the storm ceased.
‘I'his one man—Jjonah—was Lne sinner and the
sujjerer. But I read in the Bible that, ** By one
man sin came into the world and death by sin.”’
‘{ hat man-was Adam. 1 also read that, by One
Mun dying, salvation came. That One Man was
the Lord Jesus. The storm of God’s anger
against sin came upon HIM, that it might not
come upon those who trust.in Him to save them.
Jonah was a picture of Him (see Matt, 12. 40
and Romans 5).

The sailors thought Jonah was dead, and so
he would have been, but for the great fish God
had made ready. He was inside that great fish
three days and three nights, and then God told

_the fish to throw him out on to the dry land.

After that he did what God told him. He
preached in the great city, the people heard and
turned from their sins and God forgave them.
So the Lord Jesus came out of His grave, and
the good news of His saving work is told forth
in many lands.

This story is true. The Lord Jesus says so,
but what are you going to learn from it ? These
are some of the lessons.

1. God has told us what to do (Micah 6. 8)
but all have disobeyed, like Jonah, :

2. There is a way to God, but ‘‘ we have
turned every one to his own way " (Isa. 53).
We may cven think we ‘¢ pay our fare ’ by doing
things that seem good to us.

3. Until onc is in God's way, one gets
farther away from Him, just like Jonah.

4. One's heart may be fast asleep, not
seeing or feeling any danger. Thus one can
forget God and heaven,

But there are other lessons, too.

1. The Lord Jesus is the Way to God. He
has ‘‘ paid the fare,”” by dying and pouring out
His precious blood (see 1 Peter 1. 18,19).

2. Those who are saved can say, ‘‘ What
was done to HIM took away the punishment
from US. He died that we might live. He took
our sins, and gives to us His righteousness.”’

Dear boy or girl, have you trusted Him ?
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FOUNDED >

THE DEITY OF CHRIST.

(continued)
P. W, Hewarbp.
CHRIST'S DEITY IN THE TYPES.

The many foreshadowings of our Lord usually
bring before us particularly His atoning work in
the days of* His flesh, and the resultant union of
His people with Himself, as the ** much fruit *'
(Johr 12. 24). Hence they do not enter so fully
into His Deity. But as we have seen, His full
ability to perform all that was required sets
forth, in more than one way, His Deity, even
though the types, as of the fine twined linen,
the shittim wood, and the frankincense, particu-
larize His obedicnce when He graciously became
under the law. Verily, His glory shines out in
all, and the veil was full of beauty. Yet even
this is declared by the Holy Spirit to set forth
His flesh (Heb. ro. 20), and therein we see His
real humanity, and His perfection in His earthly
walk (John 1. 36) in contrast with the guilt of
all mankind. Verily the Father was ‘* well
pleased "’ with, and in, Him.

Some have thought, however, that the taber-
nacle gold set forth His Godhcad and the acacia
wood His manhood ; but He has not resigned
the latter in resurrection, yet the mercy scat was
gold without wood.  Moreover, the Cherubim,
picturing the redeemed, are of one piece there-
‘with, and equally gold, but believers are not
identified with His essential Deity.  Would it
not, therefore, be Scriptural to say that the gold
portrays glory and honour, and the wood His
humiliation ?  Doubtless in Him the glory
reminds of Deity, and the humiliation that He
graciously became a Man, but the thoughts are
distinct. :

““ The Rock '’ is one of God’s names (Deut.
32. 4) and reveals something of His unchange-
able stedfastness. He contrasts Himself with
idols, ** Their rock is not as our Rock, even our
enemies * themselves being judges ” (Deut.
32. 31). 1t 'was not, therefore, without pregnant
meaning that the smiting of the Rock was
appointed (Ex. 17. §-7). It is true that the Lord
also spoke of standing ‘‘ upon the Rock ”’ in a
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way that prophesicd His coming down into the
world, and at the same timne, calls Exodus 33
21, 2z to mind, as the believer’s dwelling place
is **in Christ.”” Thus the Lord’s Presence
thercon, and the Rock itself, alike sct forth His
majesty. Here is a mystery of mysteries, and
we would ever realize the holy of holies, when
we speak of the Person of our adorable Lord.
But though the smiting may, at first, suggest
His humanity, we remember that the Roek 18
not said to be rent, as the veil, but *‘ opencd "’
(Ps. 106. 41). Truly it was in His perfect man-
hood our lLord bore judgment, but He Wha bore
it was throughout more than man, and realized
the judgment in His complex personality. He
was not two Persons, but One. Hence it is not
for us to analyse, yet we dare not deny that, in
His Decity, He felt what judgment meant.  And
with this agree the words of Exodus 34. 6, 7,
““The Lord . . . bearing iniquity.”” Cf.*' Who
is 2 God like unto Thee, bearing iniquity ? "
(Mic. 7. 18). Strikingly the sanfe twofoldness
is hinted in Zechariah where the smiting is
again before us. ** Awake, O Sword, against
My Shepherd, and against the Man That is My
Fellow, saith the Lord of hosts’” (13, 7), and in
the preceding chapter we read, ‘‘They shall look
upon Me Whom they have pierced ' (12. 10).
It is remarkable that Genesis 49. 24 anticipa-
tively joins the Shepherd and the Stone and
introduces with the words, ‘‘ By reason of the
Name of ' (as *‘from thence’ should be
rendered @ the Hebrew letters are the same).
At once Psalm 8o. 1 comes to mind, where the
Shepherd is seen to be God dwelling between the
cherubim, the flaming Sword of Eden heing
removed (cf. Zech, 13. %), that e Himself may
take its place in the midst (sce Caol, 2. 14 lit:
 out of the midst,’’” and Heb, 2. 12).

But we may go back a little further in Exodus.
In the third chapter the Lord was pleased to
reveal Himself to Moses in the wilderness, and
the flamte of His holy presence was in a bush.
This view of incarnation, and the bringing
together of Deity and Humanity is deeply
impressive, especially in a chapter that contains
the definite words of related prophecy (‘1 will
be that T will be " verse 14 lit.) Well might
Moses hide his face, for throughout Scripture
godly men have been reverent worshippers, and,
unless our attitude is the same, the purpose of
our study, and of the presént hook is not realized,
This type of Christ's Deity is another call to
praise.  ‘* Unto Him That loveth—to Him be
glory.” o

(2t the Lord will. to be continued)



42 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

ZECHARIAH 7.

‘T'his chapter is one of the didactic passages
in the prophet’s message, introductory to tne
new series of prophecies, just as the words of
chapter 1. 2-6 preface the several visions and
prophecies to the end of chapter 6.

‘This word of the Lord to Zechariah comes to
him two ycars later than the earlier message,
that is, in the midst of the time taken to complete
the rebuilding of the Temple, which was two
years later. ,

The literal translation (Young's) of verse 2
reads, ‘‘ And Bethel sendeth  Sherezer and
Regem-Melech, and its men, to appease the face
of Jehovah, speaking unto the priests who are
at the house of Jehovah of Hosts, and unto the
prophets, saying, Do | weep in the fifth month—
being separated—as | have done these so many
years ? 7 (The Revised Version bears out this
translation). ,

In the first place, it is interesting to know that
Bethel (mcaning ‘‘ House of God '’), that place
where idolatry was established by Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, should now be secking the face of
the Lord at Jerusalem, and desiring instruction
from the priests and prophets of God. It would
scem that the destruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple had bad such an effect upon them,
though not of Judah, that they had joined in the
weeping and fasting of the fifth month, that
wherein this calamity had occurred (Jer. 52. 12).
This fast is not one of those ordained by God in
Leviticus 23. It was therefore one arranged by
the people in their distress, recognising the hand
of God in this judgment. But should it now
continue as in ‘' these so many years” ?
Psalm 137 had been their experience, if not of
all as to locality, yet generally as to sorrow of
heart.  Psalm 126 had been fulfilled. The
captivity had been turned, and their mouth was
filled with laughter and their tongue with sing-
ing. Why then weep ?

Such was the question, and, though there
ought to be joy over deliverance, does it not
illustratc how ready is the heart to be quit of
the less joyous aspects of spiritual experience ?

Sherezer, Regem-Melech, and their com-
panions were doubtless sincere in their quest for
knowledge, They had come to the right place
and the right persons ; above all, they ‘¢ en-
treated the face of the LORD.” And so do
present-day believers, but still there is an under-
lying desire to avoid the painful side of spiritual
experience.  Personal joy seems rather desired

than a warm and loving embracing of the
‘“ acceptable *’ will of God. Is not this character-
istic of much of our prayer ¥ Thus the life loses
power, and the walk is not as close with Him
Who was '* A Man of sorrows.”’

Their question was answered by a Divine
question, They inquired of Him, at the hand
of His priests and prophets, concerning a fast in
the fifth month (one not ordained by Him, so far
as the record goes). But God has something to
ask ‘‘ all the people 'of the land,” ‘‘ and the
priests,”” not only regarding the fast of the fifth
month, but that also of the seventh month, the
Day of Atonement, which He had commanded.

It is a searching word, a probing of the heart
and conscience, because it concerned the siate of
heart during those seventy years’ -captivity,
which ought to have been a season of repentance,
confession, and obedience to God’s law, even
though the environment was unfavourable, and

““ religious ** activitics were, to a great extent,
circumscribed.  Yet Daniel and his friends did
not forget ‘‘ the law of their God,’”” and his

prayer near the close of the seventy years, though
the words of one faithful man, doubtless
expressed the longings and feelings of others,
albeit a minority.

Circumstances, however unfavourable, how-
ever distasteful and even harmful to ‘‘ flesh and
blood,”” are not inimical to ‘‘ heavenly *’
behaviour, whether on the part of a gracious
soul or a godly remnant, for ‘. God is able to
make all grace abound.” (2 Cor. g. 8).

‘“ Then came the word of the Lord unto me,*’
says the prophet, ‘‘ saying, When ye fasted and
mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even
those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto Me—
even to Me ? )

There is no reproach for not outwardly
observing the Divine command. No! ‘‘ But
the Law is spiritual,’”’ and motives and heart-
condition come under the scrutiny of Him Who
‘‘ searcheth the hearts and trieth the reins.”
“ Was it to Me, even to Me ? ”’ Even in the
days of Isaiah, there was such a thing as finding
pleasure ‘' in the day of your fast,”” fasting for
strife and debate, making the voice to be heard
on high, afflicting the soul for a day, bowing
down the head as a bulrush, spreading sackcloth
and ashes beneath. The Lord Jesus spoke of the
Pharisees, with their sour countenances and
disfigured faces, appearing to men to fast.
(Isa. 58. Matt. 6. 16).

(If the Lord will, to be continsued)

y
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Inspired Words, Inspected.
No. 7

These be they who separate themselves,
sensual, having not the Spirit. But ye, be-
loved, building up yourselves on your most
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep
yourselves in the love of God, looking tor
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.. . . Now unto Him that is able
to keep you from falling and to present you
faultiess before the presence of His glory
with exceeding joy. To the only wise God
our Saviour,be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever. Amen.

Jude 19-21, 24, 25-

In this scripture is a contrast between the un-
regencrate and those ** beloved ' of God. The
latter arc bidden to ‘* keep themselves,”” yet are
reminded that the ** Only God ’ is able to guard
them, The accompaniments of this ** keeping,”
essentials as well as cvidences, are ** building,"’
‘“ praying 7’ and ** looking,”’ all cxpressed by
present participles, denoting  continuance and
character.

THESE (houtoi) ;

Nom. plural of houtos
(*“ this,” masc.).

BE (eisin) ; from eimi (I am). Pres. Ind.
3rd pers. plural. Lit, ** are.”
THEY WHO SEPARATE THEMSELVES

(hoi apodiorizontes) ; lit. *‘ the ones marking
offl frum,”” with the thought of dcfiniteness.
There are here three words combined—** apo '’
(from, away from) ‘‘dia'" (through), and
“(horizo ** (to mark out a boundary, whence our
word, ‘‘ horizon ’’). A present participle,
suggesting what is characieristic and continuing,
An evil separation, perhaps sectarian, or the
word may suggest a sad distinctness plain to
the eyes of the spiritual,

SENSUAL (psuchikei) ;  lit. ‘¢ soulish,””
controlled by a natural sense. *‘‘ Sensual ’’ has
- a stronger meaning today, like *“ lust ** (v. 18).
One without faith may be moral, yet still follow
‘“ sense ”’ and gratify ‘‘ desires.”” See 1 Cor.
2. 14 ‘* natural '’ and James 3. 15. An adjective,
nom. pl.

HAVING (echontes) ; pres. participle (sce
above) of ‘‘ echo.” This word is at the erd of
the sentence, for emphasis.

NOT (me) ; the subjective negative, because
preceding a participle.

THE SPIRIT (pneuma) ; no article, suggest-
ing orle not born again ; having body and soul,
but without the life of God (Eph. 4. 18).
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BUT (de) ; the sccond word in the sentence.
YE (humeis) ; pers. pron. nom. plur. To be

taken with verb ** keep.”

BELOVED (agapetoi) ;
loved ones,'’
also).

BUILDING uUP (cpuikodomountcs).; pres.
participle (see above) ; a word combining three
others ; *“ epi”’ (upon, for there is a founda-
tion, ‘‘ the faith ) ; *‘oikos ”’ (a housc or
home) ; and * dome ’ (a house, that which 13
built up).

YOURSELVES (hcautous) ; acc. plur. re-
flexive pers. pronoun. ‘‘ Yoursclves ' mceans
there is a company of saints, nceding mutual
edification.  The second *‘ one another ”’ of
Eph. 4. 32 is the dative form of the sume word.

ON YOUR (humeon) ; *‘ of you.” There is
no word ‘‘ on,” except in combination with the
verb (see above) ‘‘humon' (gen. plur. of
** humeis,””  ‘‘ ye,”’) comes  between ‘' most
holy ** and *' faith.”’

MOST HOLY (tei hagiotatei) ; ¢ h
est.”’ Superlative form of the adjective,
** hagios,”” ‘" holy.” It is dative, the word
*“epi,’” “ upon,’’ being sometimes followed by
dative, expressing ** rest upon,” as a building
rests on a foundation., Feminine gender to
agrde with ** faith.” Also dative singular.

FAITH (pistei) ; Dat. sing. of ** pistos’’
(faith) used sometimes of the principle, that by
which salvation is appropriated ; sometimes of
that body of truth—the doctrine of grace, the
truth of God, viewed objectively, This latter is
the sense here, as in verse 3. It is called ** most
holy,”” for it is of the Holy One. Solemn
thought | It ig committed to the saints.

PRAYING (proseuchomenoi) ;  the word
* pros,” (toward) signifies the direction of
prayer, toward God, i.c., finding its home in
God. Present participle (sce above),

IN (en) ; followed only by dative,

THE HOLY GHOST (pneumati hagioi) ;
“ Spirit Holy.”  There is no ** the,” perhaps
emphasising  essentiality, of ** Spirit " and
" holiness,”” but not setting aside His person-

nom. plur. ** Bel-
from agupetos ' (sce vv. 3, 17

“ the holi-

ality. In Acts 2. 4, the words are exactly the
same,

KEEP (teresate) ; the last word in this
sentence, Imperative Aorist, plural, second

pers., from ‘‘ Tereo " (I obsecrve, keep, prescrve
(see v. 1), observe. God keeps His saints, yet
here they are commanded to keep themselves.
Privileges bring responsibilitics.  Only by means
of those things in the context, mentioned a$
present participles, is such '* keeping ™ possible.
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YOURSELVES (as above) ; the first word
in this sentence. ‘

IN (en) ; suggesting the sphere in which
saints should remain,

THE LOVE OF GOD (agapei Theou) ;
“ God's love.” There is no *‘ the.”

LOOKING FOR (prosdechomenoi) ; pres.
part. (sce above), from ‘‘ presdechomai’’ (I
await, expect, or I welcome, receive), a deponent
verb, passive or middle in form, active in
meaning. Originally, ** T welcome to (myself or
my home), wherein the middle force may be secn.
For its use sec Luke 15. 2 (receiveth), Romans
16. 2 ; Phil. 2. 29. Also Titus 2. 13, for
parallel to our text, Thus, the thought is of
awaiting and welcoming the Lord and the mercy
He will bring with Him,

THE MERCY *(to cleos) ; ace. sing. noun.
Mercy yet to be brought to us, even as grace.
when Christ returns (see 1 Pet. 1. 13).

OF OUR (hemon) ; gen. plur. ;
us,” follows .** Lord.”

LORD (tou kuriou) ; gen. sing. “ Of the
Lord.”” Here the article, ‘‘ the ’ precedes, but
‘“ Lord » is often without the article.

JESUS CHRIST (Iesou Christou) ; gen.
sing., agreecing with ‘ Lord." He is ‘' the
Lord of us,”” our only Lord, ours by condescend-
ing grace.

UNTO (cis) ; lit, ‘“into.”” The thought is
of the goal to be reached, namely, eternal life.

ETERNAIL. LIFE (zoen aionion) ; ‘‘life
eternal.’”’  Acc. case because following ‘‘ eis.”
The “ mercy ” (and grace) with a view to
eternal life.  But has not the believer eternal
life now ? Yes! (John 3. 36 ; 10. 28). But
then, when Christ returns, his body will be
‘““ changed " and receive cternal life.

(7] the Lord will, to be continued)

lit., * of

He who has a rcctified musical ear knows
whether the sound he hears be true harmony;
he does not neced first to be at the trouble of the
reasonings of a mathematician about the propor-
tion of the notes. He that has a rectified palate
knows what is good food as soon as he tastes
it, without the reasoning of a physician (Job.
12, 11). When a holy action is suggested to a
holy soul, that soul at once sees a heauty in it
and closes with it." On the contrary, if ap
unholy action be suggested to it, its sanctified
taste nauscates it. Thus a holy person is led by
the Spirit (Rom. 12. 2).

Question and Answer.
No. 147

Does the word *“ Today *’ refer to the Lord’s
words or to the time of the repeniant thief's
entrance into Paradise ? (Luke 23. 43). )
1. On the day when our Lord was crucified
He died, and His body was laid in the grave..
According to His Own words, ‘* The Son of man
shall be three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth  (Mutt. 12, 40). His soul went
down into Sheol (Hades) (Psalm 16. Acts 2. 27,
31).
)2. Paradise is a place above, not below (2
Cor, 12. 2-4. ** Up to the third heaven.”” *‘‘ Into
Paradise.”
3. When our Lord was raised the third day,
on that same day He ascended (John zo0. 1%).
Doubtless, He often ascended and descended
during the forty days (Acts 1. 3) for heaven was
His home, and His body was glorified.  His
final ascent was at the end of those forty days
(Acts 1. 9 ; 3. 21).
4. When our Lord was raised, He also
‘“ delivered ”* those who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage (Heb.
2, 14, 15). These were old time saints who at
their death went to sheol (hades). The word
‘“ deliver "’ means to ‘‘change from,” and
therefore to bring from one place to another.
From this it is inferred that these old time saints,
and the penitent thief, were changed from Sheol
to Paradise by the Lord at His resurrection,
5. It is quite grammatical to translate, ‘‘ I
say unto thee today.”” Indeed, is it not refresh-
ing and encouraging that, in such a dark day
of rejection and humiliation, the Lord could
speak so triumphantly and assuringly ? Note
also frequently in Deuteronomy, for example,
the words, ‘‘ I command thee this day.”’
6. Although many who hold heretical views
adopt this -translation for their own sinful ends,
we need not be afraid of it. By acknowledging
the reasonableness of it, we can cut the ground
from under their feet, and go on to shew:—
(a) That the souls of those who depart to be
with Christ do always go upward, for they
are seen ‘‘ under the altar ’ (Rev. 6. 9)
a heavenly position.

(b) That they are conscious, and not ‘‘isleeping
souls,”” for they .cry out and are answered
and receive white robes. ‘

_ Those who are afraid of error will evade it.
Faith is not downcast even when the believer
has been seemingly cast down.
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YOUNG BELIEVERS’ COLUMNS.

MELCHIZEDEK.
CHRIST 1S A PRIEST ?

A priest is *‘ ordained for men in things
pertaining to God *’ (Heb. 5. 1) and, ** it is of
necessity that This Man (Christ) have somewhat
also to offer ’’ (8. 3). This He did for ** He
offered Himself without spot to God ' (9. 14).
The Lord Jesus was Himself Altar, Sacrifice,
and Priest. He has ' put away sin by the
Sacrifice of Himself " (g. 26). Aaron went once
a year into the holiest (in the earthly tabernacle)
to make atonement, but Christ has entered once
for all into the holiest of all (in heaven itsell)
(9. 12), ‘‘ having obtained eternal redemption."’
His sacrificial work on our behalf is finished,
and we rest thereon and in Him. .

- CHRIST’S CONTINUING PRIESTHOOD.

Because He has offered Himself once for all,
and been accepted by the Itather on our behalf,
has He therefore ceased to be our High Priest ?
Nay, as Israel’s priests were continually in
ministry (they had no place to sit in tabernacle
or temple), offering fresh sacrifices for fresh
sins day by day, perhaps hour by hour, and thus
acting as mediators and intercessors between
the people and God ; so Christ is continually
our High Priest, and it is just here that attention
is drawn to that remarkable figure—Melchizedek.
. Again and again ar¢ the words quoted,

(partially or in full), in regard to Christ ** Thou
art a Priest . for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.' The words going before are,
““The Lord sware and will not repent.”
Several things must be noted : —

(a) Christ is a Priest.

(b) He is Priest for ever.

(c) His Priesthood is

Melchizedek.

(d) He is appointed by an oath of God.

(e) God wwill not repent (change His mind)

over this appointment.

after the order of

CHRIST IS A PRIEST FOR EVER.

Aaron died, and was succeeded by Eleazar
(Num. 20. 2§-29). The *‘‘office’ continued
because the garments were taken from Aaron
while he yet lived and put on his son. Neverthe-
less he and all his successors died (Heb. 7. 23).
They could never finish their work, even as the
blood of bulls and goats can never take away
sins (10. 11) and the law made nothing perfect
(7. 19). Thus the need of sinners could never

46.

be met by these transitory priests and sacrifices.
Therefore, the Lord’s priesthood could not be
according to the order of Aaron, He must be,
as prophesied, a Priest

AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.

We are beginning to sce why. First, He
must be one ** having neither beginning of days
nor end of life,”’ in other words, One ‘‘ from
everlasting to everlasting,” the very Son of
God (Heb. 7. 3). But Melchizedck was a man.
Yes, but necither beginning nor parentage are
recorded, nor his death, It is this silence that
marks him out as a type of an cverliving One.
Christ, our Priest, has ‘‘an' endless life
(7. 16) ; ** He continueth ever’ (7. 24);
*“ Whercefore He i1s able to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, sceing
He ever liveth to make intercession for them
(7. 25). He Who gave Himsclf.for us, and
through Whom we have been reccived by GO(‘
the Father, will never give us up. His sacrifice
will never be repeated, but He is continually
pleading His merit before the Father, Its
infinite preciousness is accepted by God, and all
blessing of cvery kind flows therefrom to us.
As Melchizedek interposed  himself between
Abraham and Sodom (type of ‘' the world ')
and refreshed with ** bread and wine,”’ so the
Lord Jesus constantly prays for us, by His
Spirit separates us, and nourishes us by His
fiesh and blood (see John 6). As our eyes are
toward Him, He will occupy us with Himself,
the world and its *‘ rewards '’ will lose their
attraction, and our hearts will cry, ‘ Whom
have I in heaven but Thee ? And there is none
upon earth that I desire beside Thee.”

CHRIST IS PRIEST BY THE OATH
OF GOD.

““ No man taketh this honour unto himself ”
(5. 4)» yet Aaron was appointed through the
instrumentality of Moses, and so was his
successor, though the call to this ** honour
was of God. Melchizedek appears at once as
* Priest of the Most High God.”” No human
hands washed him and clothed him, so far as
the record goes. When, where, and how he was
*“ ordained ' no one knows. It was of God.
So with the Lord Jesus (5. 5, 6).

Again, the priests of Aaron’s line were not
made with an oath (7. 20, 21, 28), nor do we
read of Melchizedek being so appointed. . Yet
the Son of God is the Great High Priest both
by the call of God and His oath. This means
that nothing can change the purpose of God.
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“Why Should God Condemn Me,
If | Do My Best ?”

How often is such a question asked. but,
fl‘unl(ly, have you ever mcet vne wno could trun-
funy say he nad always done his oudt ¢ Led
us e honest. vve have all l'dllcd as Lo vur own
standard, umes  withour  number. Anu  he
mgher the standard is, and the more carctul the
ndividual, oftenumes the greater scems  lus
“aaiing short ”’ o humscll.  Indeed, onc may
someumes  say, ‘* ‘Therc are those who may
tunk they are faultless, but others do not think
so at all: and there are those who seem 10
onlookers o be nearty lauldess, and they arc
the first to confess thew faults.””  The fact of 1
is, sclf-satisfaction is only blindness to reahues.
1 have done my BESI.  You nave not dune
yours.

But many will shift the ground and say, *‘ 1
don’t exactly mean my ‘ best,” but I've sought
to live a straight life, and do a good turn to
others.' '’ That is quite different Liom your
“ BEST.” But if you modify the claim, you
yourself acknowledge FAILURE. And thus,
since in your question you refer to God, I would
ask: Is not your failure¢ SIN ? And does not
SIN have some result 7 Can God rightly excuse
it, since He is perfect 2 If a few sins can be
allowed, where would you draw the line? Further,
if you agree you have not done your BEST, your
very question almost indicates you can under-
stand fudgment for that which is NOT your best,

The only right standpoint is that all SIN
deserves PUNISHMENT.  If that is the goal,
there is a dark future for the ** best ”’ of men.
But God has not left things thus, He has
emphasized the awful nature of GUILT, and
shown that you cannot separate it from the
person, nor punish sin as a *‘ thing * alone,
and so He has revealed the terrifying fact that
SIN DESERVES DEATH AND WRATH.
Bug heréin is the brightest hope, in the darkest
gloom. The fact that SIN means DEATH
made it possible for the Perfect Substitute, the
Lord Jesus, to DIE, and thus made it possible
for Him to be raised again, and thus to bring
His people into living union with Himself, A
lesser judgment would not have involved this

.

blessedness. Reader, give up talking about your
BEST. It is only a will o’ the wisp. God has

something better, infinitely better, even an
cternal salvation for GUILTY ONES BY THE
BTOOD OF HIS BELOVED SON. As long

as you think of your ‘‘ best,”” you will not come
to Him. *‘ Your best’ is your luggage of
imitation gold to drown you in the sea of judg-
ment, Take your place as A SINNER, and you
will delight in Christ as THE SAVIOUR today.

P.W.H.

Parents and Children.
(Psalm 45. 16).
NOTES OF 4N ADDRESS.

It is a privilege to cast one’s care upoun the
Lord in giving an address, especially such as
that which is now the privilege of His servant.

Speaking particularly to the parents now
gathered, we never know when we may meet
again. Eternity is vast and solemn, though
there is an universal cffort to hide its issues by
the gaudy show of pleasure and of commerce.

If earth werc merely a place to pass a few
years upon with no blessed and bright future,
life would be full of mystery and misery. Bui
we have the gospel of the grace of God, and
therefore we can have a Bible School.* At the
same time, we cannot ask too often in a meeting
if we have indeed ‘ passed out of death into
life.””  ** Knowledge '’ of truth is not enough
“If any man be in Christ, therc is a new
creation. Old things have passed away. New
things have come into being.”’

With these thoughts in mind, let us come
back to our text. The word ‘‘ fathers ’’ means
*“ parents,’ and therefore includgs both fathers
and mothers. The first thought that impresses
is the flight of timc. We see children growing
older. Some began with us when neither able
to read or write, and now, how increased in
knowledge! We ourselves were once children.
‘“ Instead of the fathers shall be the children,”’
znd we have taken the place of those who took
the place of others before them. *‘ Instead of
is a strangely impressive word. It means
originally *“ underneath.”” How suggestive thc
expression, ‘‘ Under the fathers.”

This Psalm was written at a time when there
was an Earthly nation, and the reference may be
to the training of children for citizenship in that
chosen nation, But there is a stress here on
authority and submission, neither of which is
emphasised tcday. Parents neglect their duty,
and the child early begins to feel and assert his
* The writer well remembers this, and that it was a

blessing to several children, includirg sons and daughters
of those in fellowship, and others, )
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or her importance. LEducation, too, has failed
in this respect,

True repression is not suppression, A child
allowed its own way is suffering from a scriously
spreading ' disease.” It is kindest and wisest,
therefore, that the parents rule, and insist on
the submission of their children, *‘ Under the
parents the children.”” It is sad and foolish to
allow a child to try his own path and to learn
from experience. He will learn too late to profit
by it. Those who learn from Scripture will
learn in time.

There is no nced to seek pardon for plainness
of speech ; there might be for its absence, But
there s a nced for solemn frankness in speaking.
Many pareats commence by saying, *“ The child
is too young to train,’”” and then, all too soon,
sadly acknowledge, *‘ The child is too old to
train.””  The speaker must say he has met with
few, very few, children who have a right regard
for authority, How perfectly and beautifully
our beloved Lord shewed subjection to His
carthly mother and guardian! Spasmodic efforts
to remedy insubjection in the home are useless.
There must be the carncst, steadfast life and
example which controls. Children imitate their
parents, and the character of the latter can often
be known, in measure, from the behaviour of
the offspring.

All the Lord's redeemed are in His family,
and it is their privilege and their responsibility
10 represent Him and manifest in their lives and
character something of Himself,

Coming back to the consideration of carthly
lamilies, it is a solemn fact that our confinual
aftitude counts more than a few certain acts of
our life in the direction of influence. Parents
Owe it to their children to be carnest as to their
own state before God,  If there is a carclessness
as to this, what can bhe expected for the
children ? It is a fearful thing to be an
unconverted parent. May God wondrously work
and stir up both saved and unsaved, that He
may in all things be glorified.

P.W.H.

The food which the people of God seck in the
ministry of the Gospel is Divine truth without
cmbellishment,  addition or modification. By
partial exhibitions of the truth, and by pleasant
address and  agrecable illustration, unrcncwqd
men may even get fond of hearing: yet their
fondness is not for what God says, but for what
man does. Human energy, learning, vehemence,
wit, levity, even drollery, are preferred 1o the
humility,  modesty, reverence, gravity, and
solemnity with which messages from  heaven
should be delivered to men.

SEL.

Suggested Daily Readings.

¢« JF THE LORD WILL."'=JULY, 1950.

Day READING LEARNING
Exodus Galatiang | Zecharinh Titus
1] 329, 15-28| 8. 15.20 (8. 7 8 ¢
2| 29, 29-48 | 4. 1.16 8 10
8 | 30, 1-16 | 4. 17-81 9 11
4 | 80, 17-88 | 6. 1-11 10 14
5| 81, 1-18 | 6. 12.26 11 18
6 | 82, 1-10 | 6. 1.18 13 14
7| 82, 11.24 | Eph. 1. 1.14 13 15
8| 83, 95-85 | 1. 15.98 14 Ibile. 1
9 | 83. 1-11 | 2. 1-10 16 3
10 | 33. 12-28 [ 2. 11-92 16 8
11 | 84, 1-9] 8. 1.21 17 4
12 ] 84 1022 | 4, 1-16 18 5
18 | 84, 23-856 | 4. 17.82 19 6
14 | 85, 1-19 | 5. 1.14 20 7
15 | 85, 20-86 | 5. 15.33 21 8
16 | 88. 113 | 6. 1-12 23 9
17 | 88. 1424 [ 8. 18.2¢ 28 10
18 | 88, 25-88 | Phil 1, 1.17 | 12, 1 1
19 | 87, 1-16 | 1. 18-80 ] 12
20 | 37. 17.20 | 2. 1-11 8 18
21 | 88, 116 | 2. 19.18 4 14
22 | 88, 17811 2. 19.80 5 18
28 | 89, 1-14 | 3. 1.11 6 18
24 | 39, 15-29 | 8. 12-21 7 17
25 | 89, 80-48 | 4, 1-11 8 18
26 | 40, 1-11 | 4.  19.33 9 19
27 | 40. 12-27 | Col. 1, 1-17 10 20
28 | 40, 22-88 | 1. 18.29 11 21
29 | Lev. 1, 117 | 2. 1-12 12 22
30| a, 1.16 ) 2. 13.98 19 28,24
81| 8, 117 | 8. 1-1 14 25

SPECIAL READINGS

2 Psalm 118. 14-29.
8 n 119, 1.8,

FOR THE LORD’S Dav.

Acts 4.1-12, Eph. 2.90, 1 Det. 2. 4-8
Matt. 28. 18-20, 1 Cor. 14. 87, John
14. 18

18 » 119, 9-16. Acts 20. 28-82, 1 Pet. 9, 21-25
28 » 118.17-24.  Aots 2. 36-49, 8. 26.59, 17. 11
80 » 119, 25-82. John 12. 49-50, Jas. 1. 10-25
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Suggested Daily Readings

«IF THE LORD WILL.”—AUGUST, 1950.

Day READING LEARNING
Leviticus Colossians | Zecharinh ;Colossians
1] 4. 1-12 | 8. 12-25 118. 1 1, 1
2 4. 13.28 4. 1-18 2 2
3| 4. 27-85 |1 Thes. 1. 1-10| 8 8
4| 8. 1-10 | 2. 1.20 4 4
[ 5. 11.19 8. 1-18 5 5
6] 8. 1-18 | 4. 1-18 6 6
71 6. 14-80 ] 6. 1.11 7 7
81 7. 1-10 | 5. 12.28 8 8
a1 1. 11.21 |2 Thes. 1. 1-12 9 9
101 7. 22.88 | 3. 1-17 [ 14. 1 10
11 8. 1-18 3. 1-9 2 11
12 8, 14.24 8. 10-18 3 12
1 Timothy
18 | 8. 25-86 | 1. 1.11 4 18
4] 9. 1-14 | 1. 12.20 5 14
15 0. 15-84 2. 1-15 6 15
16 | 10, 111 | 8. 1-16 7 16
17 | 10. 12-20 | 4. 1-16 8 17
18 | 11 1-12 ] . 1.25 8 18
19 | 11, 13.28 | 6. 1.21 10 19
2 Timothy
20 | 11, 29-88 | 1. 1-18 11 20
21 | 11, 89-47 | 2. 1.14 12 21
22 | 12. 1-8 | 2. 15-26 18 22
26 | 13 1.18 8. 1-9 14 23 .
24 | 18, 14.28 | 8. 10-17 15 24
25 | 18 29.46 4. 1.12 16 25
26 | 13 47-59 | 4. 18.22 17 26
) Titus
27 | 14, 1-18 ] 1. 1.16 18 27
98 | 14. 1420 | 2. 1.15 19 28
q9 | 14, 21-82 | 8. 1-18 20 29
80 | 14. 88-48 | Phile. 1. 1-18 21 2, 1
81 | 14, 40.57 | 1. 14.25 | Psalm 117 2

SpeciAl. READINGS POR THE LORD’S Dav.
6 Psalm 119, 88-40. Col. 1. 9-20

18 ,, 119,41-48, John 16. 7-10, 17. 14-17.
20 , 119, 49-56. John 8, 68, 1 Peter 1. 17-25
27 v - 119. 57-64. Acts 4- 82.35, 2 Cor. 8. 1.9

Notes on Memorized Verses.
ZECHARIAH 8.

7,° 8, God's ‘1 wills’ and  they shalls."  Divine
Sovereignty ensures certainty. 8, Ears and hands
(cf. James 1. 22). Prophets (sce Ezra 5. 1, 2). 10, 11,

These days and former days, Once no security or peace,
but now a contrast, God acts. 12, Earthly blessings and
possessions because, 1 will cause,” and 13, “1 will
gave.” 14, 15, “ As | thought . . . when,” * So again
have 1 thought in these days.” . * Who hath known the

: 4" (see also Isa, 55. 8, g3 Jer. 29. 11).
;'émd lo7f thf;l:;(gngs (bring responsibilities. Contrasted
G ogte ! S verse 1. 19, ‘ Fasts » (Cf' 7 3)

things.” 18, 5¢0 Israel will be

i jvine judgments on
'c‘mf‘:aecmtse(’i’ ;Zr"th(}o? turns Jmour'l‘ﬁ“g to joy. *‘Love the
‘truth “'ﬁrst, « and peace ' follows (cf. James 3,_17).
20, 21. ¢ These days " of vv. 9, 10, I5 Were prophetic qf
“ "I‘ho:se days '’ of v. 23. We are talfen on to Israel's
final restoration when Christ comes again. 22, Jerusalem

.shall be again God's city, where He shall be sought by

23, And the Jew is again to be one

peoples and nations.
* Emmanuel,” God with us.

with whom God dwells ;

ZECHARIAH 12.

1, * The burden,” Why ? Because God's utterances
are weighty, and tell of judgments. It is the word of the
Creator. 2, 3, The nations’ self-imposed ‘‘ burden,” which
will prove ‘‘ burden-some.”’ 4, God’s *" open eye '’ upon
Judah, but blindness and madness for her enemies. 35, 6,
Judah overcoming, for God says, ‘I will make."
Jerusalem in her own place, in jerusalem. Words could
not be plainer, (“‘ Shall be.”) indicating a restoration of
a literal Jerusalem on earth. 7, Why Judah first ? See
ch. 14. 14 (margin). Grace saves the worst. 8, Divine
strength for the *“fallen ©* (margin). 9, Compure ch.
14. 3. 10, “ I (God) will pour **; ‘ they shall look upon
Me ' (see John 19, 34-37); incidental proof of Christ’s
Deity. 11—14, A Great mourning, because of a former
great sin against a great Saviour. Isaiah §53. 6 will be
their confession, as indeed the whole of that chapter. Note
how * families " mourn and confess sin.

ZECHARIAH 14,

As chapter 12 deals with events * in that day,” so this
chapter wherein, 1, * The Day of the Lord cometh.”
2, Not merely ‘‘anti-semitic '’ but ‘‘ anti-God '’ hosts
gather (note Rev. 16. 16). 3, The Lord shall fight (Rev,
19. 11-21. 4, This has been regarded as symbolic of the
cleavage among people of Israel by reason of Christ’s
teaching and presence at His first coming, but there is
no reason whatever against a literal interpretation.
5, Amos (ch. 1. 1) alludes to this earthquake, The coming
of the Lord with His saints (Rev. 17. 14, 19. 14). 6,
Young's Lit. Trans. renders, '* The precious light is not,
it is dense darkness.” 7, A day known to the Lord (cf.
Matt. 24. 36). Yet light at eventide after a dark day.
8, Living waters (see Ezek. 47). 9, One Lord, One Name,
and One King over all. 10, The specific mention of names
forbids other than a literal fulfilment on earth. I, A
complete and lasting change, for it is God’s work, as in
our personal salvation. 12, 13, God will act for His
chosen, manifestly then, but we have the promise of
Romans 8, 31. 14, See margin, suggesting strife between
Israelite and Israclite. * Wealth ”* of the nations, shewing
they anticipate their victory, but, 15, even their animals
shall come under swift judgment. 16, Yet the spared of
the nations shall worship the Lord in the millennial day.
The grace that saves and creates worshippers today will
be still in operation, 17, 18, 19, * Families ” (Note
and cf. ch. 12. 12-14). Refusal to worship merits chastise-
ment. But the ** heavenly " family worships the Father
{John 4) but here it is the King. 20, Horses (contrast
v. 15) *“ Holiness unto the Lord ** (see Ex. 28. 3£} ; then
a saved and righteous people will sanctify everyday things.
But the principle holds good today amongst beélievers.
21, And everyday things shall be associated with worship.
the canaanite (merchant) no longer defiling the Lord’s
House (see Mark 11. 12-17). The Lord hasten * That

Day "}
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50 THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

Words of Encouragement.
According to His

mercy God saved
us. 'Tis because
He is rich in mercy
and for the great love wherewith He loved us.
He has abundant mercy (Tit. 3. 5. Eph. 2. 4.
1 Pet. 1, 3). And mercies still follow the
children of God, for they are manifold and
multiplied (Isa. 63). It is written, ‘‘ He that
spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him
up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things ? " With Him,
for no good thing comes to us apart from Him
(Ps. 34. 10).

And since our Tather gives not sparingly,
neither does He pive out of season. As fresh
manna was rained upon His children in the
wilderness day by day, so to us His mercies
are ‘‘ new every morning.” Do we rise in time
to gather them, and go in the strength of that
meat in owr pilgrimage ?  “ His compassions
fail not ' ; therefore we continue in life. Oh
for a heart that cries, in loving gratitude,
*“ Great is Thy faithfulness **! :

‘“ The Lord’s Mercies '
Lam. 3. 22, 23.

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66, 18.

Only those ‘“IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10, 22, can “ CONTINUE in
praver, and watch io the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.

1. For those in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim. 2. 1-4).
The times are solemn: our ‘' politics ' remain
heavenly (* citizenship,’”” Phil. 3. 20), but.our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10).

Israel—scattered, peeled, confusea’—that 'God
may see in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isa. 62. 6, 7), and that Psalm 122. 6 and
Jeremiah g1. 50 may be a reality to us.

For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants and
difficulties, particularly in other lands.

4. For saints on the Continent. and their maay diffi-

culties, including persecution and repression.

For troubled China, and the trials of God's servants
in that Jaud, and for saints in war-stricken Korea,

2. For

the Lord’s work entrusted to us, in this and
other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and litera.
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never settie
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
spccial  emembrance of Stanley Duce (the
Near East), F. A. Franco (Argentine and around,
Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), E. Lutz (Switzerland),
D. Werner (Germany). Continue to pray for the
Lord's enabling if He will, of additional fellow-
workers for S. America, and the translation of

6. For

Scripture,

7. The growth of literacy, opening doors both to
evaélsgelical and ideological literature, in many
lands.

8. For aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm

92. 14 may be realised.

g. For God's blessing in families (“ Thou and thy
house ), and that many ‘little ones’ may
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).

10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
fellow saints,

Poems to help Christian Experience,—I81.

THE DISCIPLES' PRAYER.

Our Father in heaven, be hallowed Thy Name ;
Thy holiness ever our hearts would acclaim,

'Tis by Thy electing, omnipotent grace,

That we are found seeking, as children, Thy face.

Adoring, we wonder that e’er it could be,

Thou madest us children, since rebels were we ;
Beholding, our Father, Thy love so benign,

To call us and make us eternally Thine.

Thy kingdom, our Father, cause Thou to come near ;
And, as Thou hast promised, cause Thou to appear
Thy Only-begotten, The Son of Thy love |

On earth be the doing Thy will, as above.

O send Thou upon us our bread for today ;
As we are forgiving, forgive us, we pray ;
And into temptation, our Father, ne’er lead
Thy children, but rescue from evil, we plead.

For Thine, O our Father, for ever is Thine

The Kingdom that cometh, so strong, so benign ;
And Thine is the power, so manifest then ;

And Thine is the glory for ever | Amen !
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“HOME.”

** Su we are always of good courage; we know
that while we are at home in the body, we are
away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not
by sight. We are of good courage, and we
would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord.”” (2 Cor. 5. 6, 7. S.R.V.)

To the servant of God who wrote these words,
*“ Christ " and ** Heaven ’’ were realities, much
more so than the many men and women whom
he met and the numerous cities and villages he
visited with the glad tidings of an all-sufficient
Saviour.

CHRIST was all in all to him. He had
saved him—a chosen vessel—and had fully won
his confidence and affectinn.  Christ was his
“life,” his ‘‘gain,”” his ‘‘goal,” his *‘strength.”
He did not ** know Christ after the flesh,”” but
by inward revelation (Gal. 1. 16). From that
moment he continued unwavering in faith,
loyalty and service. *‘ Perils ' moved him not,
and the failures of saints, though painfully
affecting him, were not allowed to thwart his
purpose of heart. He looked not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen '’ (2 Cor, 4. 18).

HEAVEN, too, was not to him an ethereal
existence, but a place, a place of abounding life
and untiring service, for there are the Father
and His Son Jesus Christ, and that is why
heaven was ¢ home ™ to him.  ’'Tis Christ's
home, for *‘ the Word was with (lit. toward)
God,” that is, He was ‘‘ at home '’ in the bosom
of the Father. During His brief sojourn on
carth, He was a stranger. ‘‘ He came unto His
Own home, and His Own people received Him
not '’ tJohn 1, r1).

In heaven is the Father’s house, with its many
mansions  prepared by the Son for His chosen.

To that house, Paul—yea and each believer—has.

been brought by faith, welcomed by the Father
and clothed with the best robe. ¢ We have
boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of
Jesus.” Therefore, heaven is their proper home.
The body is but a temporary *‘ home ** ; ’tis a
fent soon to be taken down, yet the saint is
neither dismayed nor discouraged, for he is to
‘“ be clothed upon with our house which is from
heaven.”” Whilst we are at home in the body,
we are not at home with the Lord. Would we
like to be there? Paul desired that, yet he was
quite willing to stay here for the Lord’s cause
and people. Are we of this same mind?

The beloved sister whose body, as a seed, we

are ** sowing "' in the carth today, is‘ al
home.” Some may feel she has been called
away ecarlier than had been hoped, but who
would question the wisdom of a loving Father
Who purposed this; or who would wish other-
wise than that she should be  in Pavadise,”’
*“ With Christ, which is far, far better "'?
She, though, like ourselves, awaiting the resur-
rection morning, is in hier proper ‘‘ home,”’ far
above all the pain, toil, weariness and conflict-—
*“ At home with the Lord.”

What shall we say of her life’s testimony ?
From a child she knew Christ as her Saviour and
Lord. She loved Him and His pcople, who
were, whatever their carthly station or natural
or spiritual attainments, cver welcome guests.
How many shared the hospitality of her husb.;m(l
and herself, freely and ungrudgingly given
always! ** That day " alone will make manifest
all the service lovingly rendered to her Lord.
Yet the burden of entertaining falls most heavily
upon the housewife, as believing brothers gladly
and gratefully recognise, and so would we record
our loving memory of ‘‘ this woman who was
full of good works and almsdeeds which she
did."”

And what of those believers who hear these
words? Are we not called to re-dedicate our-
selves to the service of our Lord? May we,
with our “ Home ' in view, and having 2
longing to be there, ** Occupy till the Lord
come.”’

To any unsaved, let him or her solemnly re-
member that heaven cannot be ‘* home '’ to onc
who is entirely unacquainted with that blessed
place, and to whom it is a matter of indifference.
The call is to repent, to come to onesclf, as the
Lost son, who said, ‘' I will arise and go to my
Father.” Dear friend, no longer delay, but risc
and come to Him, of Whose welcome, for the
sake of His Dear Son, every conscious sinner
may be certain. The Lord grant His blessing,
Amen'!

The above is the glist of & message given nt the gravesido
of a sister in Christ, on July 12th, 1950, and is printed by
request.
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S COLUMNS.
“Worthy is the Lamb.”

How gentle and loveable are young creatures !
Who does not take delight in watching the
young lambs feeding and frisking in the
fields ?  Yet whenever we sce them, we should
think of these words, for they speak of the
Lord Jesus. Twice, you know, John the
Buptist, said of Him, *“ Behold the Lamb of
God.” Why ? Was it because He was
gentle 7 Yes! Was it because He was pure
and holy 7 Yes, but it was also because He
came on earth to die, Why should so kind
and good a Person die ?

Let us go back in mind, a long tinte before
the Lord Jesus came from hcaven to ecarth.
You remember how the children of Isracl had
a very hard and unhappy life in Egypt, being
made to make bricks as if they were so many
slaves, and beaten when they did not make
cnough. O how crucl were their masters, the
king of Egypt and his people!

Did God forget them ? No! He said, *“ I
know their sorrows,”’ and that He would come
down and set them free. So He sent His
servant Moses, one of their own pceople, to the
king, with these words, ‘‘ Let My pcople go,
that they may serve Me.” But the king had
a hard heart, and he made it yet more hard,
so that he would not hear God's word nor let
Israel go. No! He made them work still
harder for him, so that they sighed and cried
in their misery.

Then God sent very sore plagues upon
Pharaoh and his people, to shew them His
great power, and the king was sometimes
sorry ; yet he did not turn from his sin nor
set God’s people frece. At last, God sent an
angel of death into all the houses of the people
of Egypt, so that there was not a house where
there was not one dead.  On that dreadful
night, the king was so moved that he let
Israel go.

But none of the children of Isracl had
anyone dead in their houses. Why was this ?
Because a lamb had died instead. Four days
before, each father had taken a lamb out of
his flock and about six o’clock in the evening
of this night he kifled it.  Then he took a
bunch of herbs called hyssop, dipped it in the
blood of the lamb and sprinkled it on the two
door posts of his house and on the upper part
of the doorway, but not on the eround. So,
you sec, there was hlood ecach side and over
them. Then the father and his family went

THE WORD OF GOD.

indours and stayed there until they were told
by Moses to come out and go on their journey,
They could not then see the blood, but they
knew it was there, and so were quite safe.
Why ?  Because, God had said, ‘* When I see
the blood, I will pass over you. and the plague
shall not be upon you to destroy you when 1
smite in the land of Egypt.”” Whilst they
were awaiting the call, they were all dressed
ready for a journey, and were eating meat—
the flesh of the lamb roasted by fire—and
unleavened bread. -

You can now see why the Lord Jesus is
called the Lamb of God, can you not ? It is
because He is ‘‘ The Lamb that was slain.”
It is because He gave His life ; His blood was
poured out, shewing that He really died. It
was not because He deserved to die, for He was
holy and just and good, but because He would
save poor sinners from a worse punishment
than came on Egypt—a being sent away from
God for ever.

The children of Israel were saved, not by
what they could see, but what God could sce,
the sprinkled blood. And sinners today are
saved, not by their ‘‘ good ” works, not by
what they can see, but by faith in what the
Lord Jesus has done by dying on the cross.
They cannot see Him ; “they know not all the
worth of that great sacrifice He made. But
God sees Him, and knows the value of His
death, and is fully satisfied with Him.

All who know and feel they are sinners arc
invited to trust in the Lord Jesus. Since God
is well-pleased with Him, and tells us He is
the Saviour, should not you, dear child, be
well-pleased ~ with  Him, too ? ** Behold the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the
world.”’ '
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(¢ontinued)

“ Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever,’
(Ps. 45. 6):—that is the consistent testimony of
the earlier Scriptures,—veiled though it some-
times may be,—to the Deity of Christ, ‘¢ Belore
Abraham was, I am '’ (John 8. 58):—in such
words the Lord Jesus Himself asserted His
essential glory, the glory of Deity. ‘* My Lord
and my God " (John 20. 28) was the glad
tecognition of a believing heart. And we would
emphasize the fact that the Lord Jesus declares
this to be the testimony of faith, ‘‘ Thou hast
believed.””  ‘* Christ, Who is over all, God
Blessed for ever ’* (Rom. g. 5) is the unvarying
witness of the epistles, In the application of
the earlier Scriptures we have a holy corrobora-
tion. ““The stonc of stumbling’ of Isaiah 8. 14
is said to be *‘ the Lord of hosts Himself,” and
the Holy Spirit in Peter applies this unm’stakably
to the Lord Jesus (1 Pet, 2. 8). Showing forth
His manifest glory, in the last book of Scripture,
our adorable Lord declares names to he His
that no created being dare appropriate, *‘ 1 am
the TFirst and the Last ’ (Rev. 1. 14). In Isaiah
44- 6, 48. 12 these wondrous names are definitely
set forth in a claiim to absolute Deity, in
contrast with all others.  And the context in
Revelation makes clear that His humanity and
death, in covenanted love, are in no way
contradictory (Rev. 1. 18). When He comes
back, Israel will acknowledge Him in the
striking words, ‘‘ This is our God: we have
waited for Him, and He will save us: This is
the Lord ; we have waited for Him: we will be
glad and rejoice in His salvation ”’ (Tsa. 25. 9,
cf. Ps. 50. 3) ; in the wonderful fulfilment of
Zechariah 12. 10, where the One Who says, *“
will pour upon the house of David the Spirit of
grace ' unveils that He had become Man to
save such, for ‘‘ They shall look upon Me Whom
they have pierced.”” Our hearts rejoice, our
hearts adore, our hearts are overwhelmed, as
we realize something of the erace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, *“ Who though He was rich *’ yet

for His people’s sake became poor, that they,
through His poverty, might be rich, and be
made the righteousness ot God in Him (2 Cor.
5. 21, 8. g). For this theme is not merely one
for the head: it is.addressed to the heart.
Mental knowledge will never suflice, We dcesire
to be worshippers, and that God may use these
pages to increase the devotion and devotedness
of His beloved people. Thus minded, let us
consider a further aspect, namcly :—

ISRAEL AND THE DEITY OF CHRIST.

The Holy Spirit tells us that *‘ Israel . . .
stumbled at that stumblingstone ** (Rom. 9. 32),
and the context may at first scem to suggoest,
““ Salvation by grace through faith.”" But the
added words, ‘* Bchold, 1 lay in Sion @
Stumblingstone "' indicate a Person, and that
Person none other than *“ the Righteousness of
God ' (Rom. 10. 4, §) in Whom His beloved
people believe. But this two-fold thought 1s not
a problem. Faith would be nothing un](‘.s_s
there were One on Whom faith rests, and His
finished work. * Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and
whose heart departeth from the lLord ™ (J r.
17. 3). Such words may well remind us that
the Person in Whom we believe must be God.
And Tsaiah 8. 14 explains that the Stumbling-
stone is also the Sanctuary (see Ps. 73 and
Asaph’s changed experience), and none other
than * the Lord of Hosts Himself,'" a prophecy
of Christ, as 1 Pcter 2. 6-8 makes abundantly
manifest,  And is it not here that Isracl still
stumble ? Many are willing to acknowledge
the Lord Jesus as a ‘' teacher,” and even 2

‘“ prophet,”” but His Deity and Atonement
are  still  rejected. And  the open  mind
toward accepting  Him as a ¢ teacher "

without His Godhead, though it may remove
the ban imposed on reading the New Testament,
and may open other opportunities for Gospel
witness, is in itself nothing spiritual.  Indeed,
it mav often be a sign of the broadening times,
and thus a greater peril.  Men mav imagine
thereby that they are free from the guilt of
refusing Him, when their refusal is none the
less iniquitous, however courteouslv expressed.

Mohammedanism stands in the same position
against this unvciling of His truth, and
modernism joins hands, by daring to rob the
Lord of His essential faultlessness and His
substitutionary  atonement. Spiritism,  and
other human religions, have the samc
characteristics.  Romanism, with pone and
pricst on an ecxalted level, snatching the
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name ‘““ Rock ' from the only One Who
rightly bears it, and presuming to claim
a repetition of His sacrifice, flows from the
same cvil source. But, in holy contrast there-
with, the believer should rejoice yet more and
more in the redemption which the Lord of Glory
accomplished.

But Israel, thanks be unto God, will not, as
a whole, remain in unbelief. The remnant now
according to the election of grace is a Divinely
appointed pledge that God will pardon those
Whom He reserves (Jer. so. 20), and *‘ so all
Israel shall be saved '’ (Rom. 11. 26), the
branch of His planting, the work of His hands
that He may be glorified (Isa. 60. 20).

The changed attitude, when the veil shall be
taken away (2 Cor. 3. 16), necessarily awakens
our praise, ‘‘ This is His name, whereby He
shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness ™
(Jer. 23 6). Tt is His Name now, before Israel
so call Him, but the day is coming when they
shall acknowledge His glory, and the preceding
verse in Jeremiah makes clear that ¢ the Lord »
is One Who has become a Man, the ‘* Righteous
Branch ' raised up to David. We have already
scen the precious words of promise, ‘* Thev shall
look upon Me Whom they have pierced '’ (Zech.
12. 10), and Isaiah 25. o sounds forth the
welcome to be rendered to Him, ¢ Tt shall be
said in that day, Lo This is our God ; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us: This is
the LORD ; we have waited for Him, we will be
glad and rejoice in His Salvation.” Thus will
Isracl yet acknowledge the Deity of Him Whom

they have long rejected. and still reject.
(71 the Lord will. to be continued)

Question and Answer.
No. 148

1hy did Moses say to Pharaok ‘* Glory over
me '’ ? (Ex. 8. g).

This is not easy to answer, but some irans-
lations may be helpfully quoted.

‘“ Beautify thyself over me ; when do 1
make supplication for thee . . .? And he
saith, Tomorrow. And he saith, According to
thy word, so that thou knowest that there is
none like Jehovah our God.”

Young’s Literal Trans.

‘“ Have thou this glory over me . ., . And he
said, Be it according to thy word.” - -

- : Revised Vers.

‘‘ Have this honour over me.”

A.V. margin.

The plague of frogs had come at the word
of God, through the stretching forth by Moses
of his rod. But the magicians did the same and
brought up frogs. Yet, whether they came by
Divine permission or by Satanic power, they
could not be removed except in one way.

Pharaoh said, ‘* Intreat the Lord.”” In
reply, Moses said ‘* Glory over me,” and left
it to Pharaoh to decide ‘‘ when.”” On the king
saving, ¢ Tomorrow,”” the answer was,
‘* According to thy word.””  The ‘* honour ”’
or ‘‘ beautifying "’ over the man of God, it is
suggested, consisted of Moses giving place to
Pharaoh in a momentous decision. Although,
“‘the Lord did according to the word of Moses”’
(v. 13) that word had been put into his mouth
by the king. The removal of the plague was
that the king might ‘‘ know that there is none
like unto the Lord our God,” whatever the
‘“ gods  of Egypt might do.

Although  Pharaoh was permitted this
** honour over '’ Moses, he had no honour over
God, in Whose mighty hand he was held and
withheld (see Exodus o. 16). In the incident
before us, the sovereign power of God is
displayed, as in the case of another evil man—
Balaam—who was only allowed to speak as
God willed.

GLORY.

The address of Stephen before the council
began with ** glory,’” closed with glory and had
‘' glory " at its heart. In Acts 7, verse 2
declares, *“ The God of the glory appeared untv
our father Abraham.”  Those surrounding
him had *‘ other gods * (Josh. 24. 2), evil and
cruel, but only Onc is THE GOD OF GLORY,

and  He was pleased to reveal Himself
to a man of His own choice. In verse
47, we read that ‘¢ Solomon built Him

an house,”” of which it is said, ** For the glory
of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord "
(r Kings 8. 11).

The message of the servant was rejected.
Evil were the eyes, and bitter the looks turned
upon him. He saw them not, *‘ But he, being
full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into
heaven and saw the GLORY OF GOD.

The glory of the Most High was the theme of
his sermon. 'Tis no marvel, therefore, that a
vision thereof was given to him, and that, ¢ all
that sat in the Council, looking stedfastly on
him, saw his face as it had been the face of an
angel ”* (Acts 6. 15). Oh, for a profounder
realisation of the glory of God! Grant it, O
Lord! :
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Inspired Words, Inspected.
No. 8

Jude 19-21, 24 (continued).

NOW (de) ; fit, ““ But,”” the second word
in the sentence,

UNTO HIM THAT
dunamenoi) ; ** o the one being able.”
Present participle dative, from ‘* dunamai,”
(I am able, I have power) whence our words
** dynamite,”’ and ‘‘ dynamo.”  This word is
frequently used of God, for ** power belongeth
unto Him."’

TO KEEP

IS ABLE (Toi

(phulaxai) ;  ** To guard.”
Aorist Infinitive from ‘‘ phulasse’ 1 am
keeping watch) ; see Luke 2. 8. ** The eyes
of the Lord are over the rightcous ; *’ see also
Ps. 121.

YOU (humas) ; ** You,” accusative plural
from humeis (you). Personal Pronoun,

FROM FALLING (aptaistous) ; Adjective,

acc: pl. ; lit. ** unstumbling,” from ¢ a”
(the **a’’ of ** atheist”) *“un-" or ‘* not,”
and ptaio (I stumble) ; see Rom. 11. 7,

James 2. 10 ; 3. 2 (offend) 2 Pet. 1.
Note Isaiah 63. 13.

AND (kai) ; Conjunction, joining two state-
ments, namely, what God is able to do NOW
and is able 10 do ‘“in that day,” for His

1o (fall) ;

chosen,

TO PRESENT (stesai) ; ** To make to
stand,” from *‘ histemi.”’  Aorist Infinitive.
How fitting the two words, *‘ to keep from
falling ** and *‘ to make to stand,

YOU (not in text).

FAULTLESS (amomous) ; adjective  acc.
pl. from ‘‘amomos’’ (without blemish or
blame) from ‘“a * (un- or not) and momos (a
blemish (cf. Eph. 5. 2%). The four following
words come before this in the Greek text.

BEFORE THE PRESENCE (katenopion) ;
from ‘‘ kata " (down) *‘en * (in) ** ops ' (the
““eve,” ‘‘face,”” ‘ countenance.’’)  ** Before
the very face.”

OF HIS GLORY (tes doxes autou). Gen, Si~g.
Lit. *“ Of the glory of Him " ; the glory that
belongs to Him, proceeds from Him, and
characterises Him. See below on ** doxa.”

WITH (en.) lit. ¢ In,” suggesting a sphere.

EXCEEDING JOY (agalliasei). Dative, as
following “en.””  From agalliasis  (delight,
exultation) signifving a fulness of joy, found in
Luke 1. 44, Heb. 1. g (gladness). The verb is
found in Luke 10. 21, 1 Pet. ;. 6, 8 and other

places. Is this the joy of the Lord, or of the
saint, or of both ?

TO THE ONLY (monoi) ; No article ;
adjective, dative sing. {rom ** monvs,” (whence
our word ** monotone,” *‘ monarch ’’) meaning
‘“only " or ** alone.’

WISEE GOD (Theoi) ; The word ' wise
not in the text. The stress is on the fact of
the ** aloneness '’ of God. He is the only God.
Noun, dat. sing., in apposition with ** To Him
that is able,”

OUR (hemon) ; lit. ** of us,” following the
word ‘* Saviour.” Gen., Plu, Pers. Pron.

SAVIOUR (soteri) ; Saviour. Dat. sing.
agrecing  with ** God,” with which it is in
apposition ; from ** soter.”  Uscd clsewhere
of ** God " (Luke 1. 47, Titus 1. 5 ; 2. 10;
3. 4); and of the Lord Jesus (Luke 2. 11,
Phil. 3. 20) ; from sozo (I save), used of
saving from death, ill-health and disease, but
cspecially of deliverance from  the judgment,
punishment, and bondage of sin (Matt, 1. 21).

THROUGH (dia) ; preposition, followed by
genitive  case, indicating  the  instrument or

means,  Thus the aseription of praise is TO
GO THROUGH His Son.

JESUS CHRIST (lesou Christou) ; Gen.
Sing,

OUR LORD (Tou Kuriou hemon) ; ** The

Loid *" (Gen, Sing. because in apposition with
preceding  Name).  ** Of us,”’ (Gen. plural
pers. pron.).

BIE 5 not in text.

GLORY (doxa) ; noun, fem. from dokeo (1
seem  or appear).  An appearing 5 henee, _in
regard to God, glory, and also the estimation
in which He is to be held,

MAJESTY (megalosune) ; noun. nom. fem.:
““greatness,” or “‘magnificence,” from'* mega’
(great). Note the word, ** megalunog,”’ used by
Mary, ‘* My soul doth magnify the Lord.” He
is great, We are to realise this and esteem
Him so.

DOMINION (kratos) ; Noun, nom., neuter,
meaning *‘ might.””  Cf, autocrat, democrat,
cte., but frue might resides only in God.

AND (kai). ’

POWER (cxousia)

‘ i noun,
meamng rather,

nom. fem.,
( r authority.”  One mav have
might  without authority, another  authority
without might, Both are in God, in perfect
Lalance, and in Him alone,

BEFORE  (pro) ;  preposition, governing
genitive case,
EVERY (pantos) ; gen, sing, adjective,

from ““ pas ™ (all),
AGE (tou aionos) ; gen. sing. noun, masc.,
from aion (age, sometimes translated “world"’).

AND (ka ).
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NOW (nun) ; ‘‘ now,"”’ adverb.

AND (kai).

EVER (eis pantas tous aiona);  acc.
pl. following eis ; lit,, Unto all the ages.
Thus we have an ascription of praise to God
in a past cternity, in the present, and future
cternity.

AMEN (Amen) ; from the Hebrew, meaning,
*“ It is truth.”” Also a name of the Lord Jesus.

The words, ** Through )Jesus Christ our Lord,” are not
in A.V., but are in the original text.

The words, ' before every age,” are not in A.V,, but
are in th: original text,

Note.—Readers are invited to ask for texts of Scripture
to be thus dealt with, as the Lord wills and
enables.

“The Precious Blood of Christ.”
“ THE BLOOD OF JESUS™

What do we mean when we use these holy
words ? And do we speak them with due
revercnce and worshipful thanksgiving ?  Sad
to say, they have been used lightly and even
profanely by some ; by others, in a material-
istic sense such as to pain a sensitive heart.
Yet there is another class of person, with an
ultra-acsthetic  temperament, who cannot bear
to read or hear the word * blood *’ in connection
with the preaching of God's Truth, They are
offended by it ; but these are not far removed
from some who dcliberately cut out the word
from their theological vocabulary, preferring—-
how vainly—a way of salvation by setting their
minds on Christ as a Teacher to be followed,
than trusting Him as a Surety on whose
vicarious atonement they need to rest.

The word ** blood ' is used in a ‘‘* material 7’

sense of that which Christ ‘ took " and
‘“ gave.””  ‘* Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of blood and flesh, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same ; that

through death He might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil ' (Heb.
2. 14). In order to give up His life—His soul,
that is, to actually die, a material human body
He must take. Blood was drawn from Him
when He was scourged and crowned with thorns,
hut, after He had yielded up the spirit on the
Cross, an eycwitness informs us that * blood
and water ' flowed from a wound in His side
made by a soldier’s spear. .

Christ came ¢ in the likeness of sinful
flesh,” and to deny this literal’ coming in a
material body like that of His brethren is to
join the ranks of the Antichrist (1 John 4.

2, 3 ; 2 John %).

Yet whilst we insist on the fact that blood
was actually *‘ taken” and ‘‘ given '’ by the
Lord, we desire to guard against three errors,
in particular :—

(a) That the blood, in and of itself, as a
material  thing, can bring  spiritual
blessing.

The Lord Himself, in a discourse, wherein
He shewed the necessity of ‘‘eating His flesh’’
and ** drinking His blood,” added the words,
“ It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh
profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit and they are life ”* (John
6. 63). Had the soldier near the cross been
sprinkled by the blood from the Saviour’s side,
that would not have saved him.

(b) From which it follows that transub-
stantiation, even if true, could not bring
salvation to a partaker of the bread and
cup, the symbols of the Lord’s body and
blood.

The act of partaking is a physical one, and
is symbolic of a spiritual partaking. There
are multitudes who eat and drink carnally, and
often superstitiously and idolatrously. True
participation in the Lord’s Supper is limited to
those who have been born from above, and
who thus obey the Lord’s command because He
said, ** This do with a view to My memorial.”
They do not add to His finished work, nor make
their own salvation more sure by participation
in ‘‘ the breaking of the bread.”

(c) Thirdly, it is not according to God’s
mind to present harrowing descriptions
of our Lord’s physical sufferings to the
imaginations of men or to depict Him,
by pictures or carvings, in His agony on
the Cross ; for ‘‘the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God,” and such outward presentations
appeal strongly to the senses. with the
result that psychological, rather than
spiritual, emotions, are excited. More-
over, imagery is expressly forbidden by
God.

There is therefore, a right and a wrong
attitude of mind in regard to the precious blood
of Christ viewed as ‘‘ material,”

(11 the Tovd will. to be continued)

This snhiect has heen dealt with at the exrreas desire of
a believing frierd in Germany,
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YOUNG BELIEVERS’ COLUMNS,
MELCHIZEDEK.

In drawing to a close these meditations, it
may be observed that this ** greal ”’ man, as
the Scriptures speak of him, was:—

(a) An historical person,
(b) An unique person.
(c) A typical person.

Iirst, he actually lived, a king of Jerusalem,
and he had successors, though we know
nothing  about  them ;  except  that, in
Joshua's time, there was one named Adoni-
zedec reigning over that city, A part of his
name—Zedec—will be recognised as also part
of Melchizedek's name. It means, as has been
previously  noticed, ** Rightcousness,’””  and
appears to be associated with the rulers of that
city, which in Melchizedek’s time, seems
have been God'’s centre. But declension had
set in, for we find Adonizedek was not  for
God but against Him, though his name means,
‘“ Lord of righteousness.”  No real title had
he  thereto, however, for he fought against
Isracl, and Joshua their leader, and was over-
come.  Still, we find the terins ‘‘ righteous-

» and ‘‘ peace ' yet . in association with

ess
Jerusalem, even though only in name, thus

emphasising  we have an historically true
record. Our faith—*‘ the faith of God’s
elect »—stands, not on myths and legends,

but upon actual facts.

Secondly, Melchizedek stands alone, for not
only was he a king ; he was also, ** Priest
of the Most High God.”' No one, before him
or after, among ordinary men, comhined thesc
offices and titles in one person. One of
Judah’s !{ings, Uzziah, attempted so to do, but
was smitten by God for his impicty (sc
2 Chron. 26, 16-23). The king, even of ‘Judah,
God’s choice, could only approach God by the
way of sacrifice, offered by a priest. ~ The
priest alone could enter the temple on behalf
of the king.

It is very interesting, however, to notice that
David the King fought and obtained posscs-
sion of Jerusalem (1 Chron, 11) and prepared
for the building of the Temple there, (1 Chron.
22), so restoring the city, in measure, to a
deserving of the former ~name of Righteous-
ness and Peace. Yet there was no true
successor to the priest-kingship of Melchizedek :
that was to await the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Thirdly, and this is of the deepest interest to
present-day believers, this great man ”’ was

typical of One far greater. ** A greater than
Solomon is  here,””  said the Lord Jesus
concerning Himself, and we may truly say, in
His presence, ‘“ A greater than Melchizedek is

here.”  As we have scen, ** this man " was
not mentioned again  untit Psalm 110 was
written.  That concerns our lLord, as He has

said (Matt. 22. 41-46). There He is spoken of
as both King and Priest. It is prophetic, and
has been partly fulfilied,  ¥For example, verse
orie is alluded to in Hebrews 1. 3, 8 1. The

fourth verse also has been  fulfilled, because
‘““we have such an High Priest” in the
heavens. The Lord Jesus is now with the

Father on His throne (Rev. 3. 21) but He shall
be a Priest on His throne (Zech, 6. 12, 13).
Then  shall  this  Psalm  be  [fulfilled in its
entirety,

In the meantime, whilst we await the
““until  of verse one, we have the assurance,
bringing therewith comfort und peace, that
we have a High Priest, such an One as became
us, that is exactly suited 10 our constant need
(Heb, 7. 25-27).  Having once for all given
Himself an Offering and a Sacrifice, and That
having given full pleasure and satisfaction to
the Father, He is there, in heaven, at God’s
right hand, cver pleading on behalf of His
saved ones the preciousness and efficacy of His
atoning and cleansing blood.  His inter.
cession can never fail, for *“ The Lord hath
sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a Priest
for ever after the order of Melchizedek.”

(Concluded )
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ZECHARIAH 7.

(¢ontinucd)

It is not fasting that the Lord judges, but the
motive and manner. ‘' ls ig o .Mc, even to
Me ? 2 One may go far in secming devoted-
ness, doing apparently spiritual actions, out-‘
wardly speaking ‘* the language of Canaan,

and yet all the while remain estranged from
God.~ How solemn are the words of Colossians
2. 23. ‘* Which things have indced a shew ol

wisdom in will worship, and humility, and
neglecting (or punishing) the body—not in any
honour—lo the satisfying of the flesh.”

“ Dol weep . . . as 1 have done ? 7 ask the
men of Bethel.”  The Great Scarcher of hearts
answers, ** Yes, you did weep and fast, but why?
Was it becausc it was the custom, or because of
a desire for merit, or to gain the good opinion
of others, or to the satisfying of your own fiesh ?
Or, was it to Me, even to Me ? Did you then
scek My face, confessing your sins, acknowledg-
ing the righteousness of My chastening hand ?
In # word, were you as My servant Danicl, who
set his face unto the lLord God, to seek prayer
and supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth and
ashes 7 (Dan. 9. 3).

The Lord adds, ‘“ And when ye did eat and
when ye did drink, did ye not eat and drink.”
The italics may be omitted, and then the
pertinence of the Divine enquiry is clear.  In
other words, these were just outward acts with
‘no thought of God, or if He was thought of, it
was merely perfunctory, ‘¢ Wherefore the Lord
said, Forasmuch as this pevple draw near with
their mouth, and with their lips do honour Me,
hut have removed their heart far from Me, and
their fear toward Me is taught by the precept
of men.”’ (Isa. 29. 13).

What things were written aforetime were
written for our learning. Let us not be careless
hearers, but, *‘‘ Whether therefore ye cat or
drink, or whatscever ye do, do all to the glory
of God.” (1 Cor. 10. 31). It is cven possible to
partake of the Lord’s supper unworthily, so that
it becomes merely eating and drinking—a carnal
act without love to Him Whose memorial it is,
Suffer the word of exhortation.

The prophet goes on, spraking from God,
‘“ Are not these the words that Jchovah pro-
claimed by the hand of the former prophets, in
Jerusalem’s being inhabited, and in safety, and
its cities round about it, and the south and the
plain—abiding ? ** (Young’s Literal Trans.).

Notice, the ‘‘ words *’ are not yet quoted, as
though the Lord would have them—all the
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people and the priests—exercise their memories
and hearts. There is a pause, followed by a
fresh coming of a word of Jehovah to Zechariah.
““ The former prophets,’’ mentioned in verses 7
and 12, as well as in chapter 1. 4, are Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and their contemporaries. Reading
verses g to 14, the words of these servants of
God come readily to the mind, particularly those
in Jeremiah 44, echoed in 2 Chronicles 36.

The words were intended to reach the con-
science of Israel at that time, both of priest and
people. Take, for example, verse g and ro, and
compare Ezra g9 and Nchemiah 5 and 9, and it
will be seen how needful was the exhortation to
take to heart these early warning words. The
state of things in the days of Malachi only shews
how the word of the Lord needs to be emphasised
constantly. How much failure can be traced
from not heeding the lessons of history. ‘¢ Now
all these things happened unto them for en-
samples: and they are written for our admoni-
tion, upon whom the ends of the world are come™
(1 Cor. 10. 11).

A refractory shoulder, a heavy ear, and a hard
heart, were all that Israel presented to the law,
and the words of the Spirit of God through the
former prophets. Therefore His wrath came,
they were scattered, their prayers were rcfused,
and the desirable land was desolate.

This was then history, within memory of those
who were aged men, but is it only past history?
It is accepted that many prophecies have an
intentional two-foldness*, having a typical or
token fulfilment before the final fulfilment. Can
we see in these words a foreshewing of a greater
refusal of God's truth and a yet greater desola-
tion ? It is suggested that an affirmative answer
can be given. The Assyrians and the Baby-
lonians were the nations who had taken Israel
and Judah captive, but here God speaks of their
being scattered among all the nations whom they
knew not (verse 14) and of a land being so deso-
lated, that no man passed through nor relurned.
This can hardly be said of the judgment by the
hand of Assyria and Babylon. ‘' Zion was not
then ploughed as a field '’ (Micah. 3. 12), so far
as we are aware.

It is remembered, too, that our Lord spoke of
Israel in His days upon earth as having eyes
that saw not, ears that heard not, and hardened
hearts, and He warned of coming desolations
(Matt, 23. 34-39 ; Luke 21. 20-24), Is it not
literally true that Isracl has been scattered
amongst all nations ?  Has not the land been
desolate? True, in recent years, many thousands

* See the booklet on this subject by Percy W. Heward
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of Jews have returned to Palestine, and once
more restored a great part to cultivation, But
the words of the Lord Jesus were fulfilled, as
were these words of God through Zechariah
brought to pass in their fulness. He, indeed,
spoke of what the *‘ former prophets '’ pro-
claimed, and in doing so, illustrated the truth
of this two-foldness of the prophetic utterances.

As, therefore, God granted a restoration after
‘“ thc seventy years,’’ so will He cause to be a
‘“ time of restitution,’’ when the Lord will again
turn the captivity of Zion, and Himself reign
over a regenerated, rightcous nation of Isracl.
To Him be the glory!

“A Heart and a Heart.”

NOTES OF aN ADDRESS,

These words occur in- Psalm 12. 2, whilst in
1 Chronicles 12. 33, we are told that Zebulun
had a number of faithful men who could kecep
rank, and had not ‘‘ a heart and a heart.”” A
man of divided soul is unstable in all his ways
(James 1. 8), ‘‘ Their heart is divided ; now
shall they be found faulty '’ (Hosea ro. 2).

In Proverbs 20. 10, we find the phrase, ** A
stone and a stone ”’ and, ‘‘ an ephah and an
ephah,’”’ both being an abomination to the
Lord. This is taken from Deuteronomy 25.
13, 14 and shews how God hates wrong
dealing.

So there are things that God hates, the state
of a sinful heart, and the ways of sinful men.
The Lord loves a whole heart ; David prayed,
‘“ Unite my heart to fear Thy Name.” When
there is a God-worked desire for salvation,
one heart-longing is continued, and nothing
satisfies except the mercy of God and the
inward revelation of His Son by the Spirit,

There is a beautiful description of obedience
in Philippians 2, ‘“ Now much more in my
absence.”” That is a good character to have,
to be the same always and everywhere, that
is, ‘‘ not with eye-service ” ; not ‘‘ with an
heart and an heart.”

Regarding the ¢ weights and measures ' of
men, it may be that one has two weights or
two measures which are not alike, though he
professes that they are. He uses one for
buying and one for selling. That is dishonesty,
and sometimes a believer is put to the test in
his daily business.

God’s people lift up their hearts to Him in
prayer, That is precious! But they are also

to lift up holy hands when approaching Him.
They nced both clean hands and a purc heart.
Note also Psalm 66. 18.  Yes, they, of all
people, are to be fair, honest, and true in all
their dealings.  Otherwise, their prayers will
hindered and their daily witness marred, if not
nullified.
P.W.H.

Suggested Dally Readings

*“IF THE LORD WILL."'- S8EPTEMBER, 1950,

D-y| READING LEARNING
Leviticus Hebrows Mnlachi |Colossinns
115, 1-18 ] 1. 14 (1, 1 2, 8
21 15. 19.88 | 4. 1-18 2 ‘.
8| 18. 1-11 | 8. 119 8 6
4| 186. 1219 | 4, 1.16 4 6
6| 16. 20-84 | 5. 1-14 5 7
6|17, 1-16 | 6. 1-90 ¢ 8
7118, 130 | 7. 1.14 7 8
8 | 19. 1.12 7. 1b-28 8 10
9| 19. 18.98 | 8. 1-18 9 11
10 | 19, 2487 9. 1-14 10 13
11 | 20. 1-12] 9. 1898 11 18
12 | 20. 18-37 | 10, 1.14 13 14
18 | 21, 1.12 | 10. 1547 18 15
14 | 91, 18.24 { 10,  28-89 14 16
15 | 92, 1-16 | 11, 118 (2. 1 17
18 | 92, 17-88 | 11, 14.27 2 18
17 | 28, 1-14 | 11, 98.40 8 19
18 | 28, 15-32 | 12. 113 4 20
19 | 98. 83.44 | 12, 14.29 6 2
20 | 24. 1.9 | 18, 1.18 6 22
21| 2 10-28 | 18.  14.25 i 28
32 | 25, 1-18 |James 1.1-15 8,9 8, 1
23 | 25, 14-24 | 1. 18.27 10 2
24 | 25. 25-838 | 2 1-18 11 L}
25 | 25. 89-55 | 2 14-26 12 |
26 | 26, 1.18 | 8 1.18 18 5
27 | 26. 14.85 | 4. 1-17 14 6
28 | 26. 8646 | & 19 15 7
29 | 27. 1.18 | 5.  10.20 16 8
80 | 97. 14.84 |1 Pol.1.1.12 17 9
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8 Pealm 119. 68-72, Luke 12. 15-84, Acts 20. 82.85

10 »w 119, 78-80. John14.I-8, 1. John 8. 1.8, Rov. 22.

8,4
17 » 119, 81.88. Luke 20. 19-28, Jobn 12, 48-50
2 » 119, 89-96., Luke 21. 83, Rev. 19, 11-16



60
Suggested Daily Readings.
“IF THE LORD WILL.””—OCTOBER, 1950.
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1 1, 1.19 1. 13-25 1 8, 1 2. 10
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8 8. 40-51 2, 1.22 8 17
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10 4. 15-83 |12 John 1, 1.10 10 19
11 4, 84-49 2, 1-17 11 20
12 5. 1-15 2. 18.29 12 21
18 5, 168-81 8. 1-24 13 22
14 8. 1-27 | 4, 1-21 14 23
15 7. 1.35 5. 1-21 15 24
16| 1. 86-71 (2 John, 8 John 16 25
17] 1. 72-89 | Jude 17 414, 1
18 8. 1-14 | Rov. 1. 1-20 18 \ 2
19 8. 15-26 2. 1-17 { 4. 1 , 3,4
20 9. 1-14 2. 18-29 2 ' 5,6
21| 9. 15-23 | 3. 1-18 8 7
22 | 10, 1-10 | 8. 14.22 4 8
28 | 10, "11-86 4, 1-11 56 9
24 | 11, 1-238 5. 1.14 | Ps. 119. 1 10
25 | 11. 24-95 | o. 117 2 11
16 2. 1-16 7. 1.17 3 12
27 M. 1-18 8. 1-18 4 13
28 | 18, 17.33 | 9, 1-21 ] 14,15
vy
20 | 14. 1-19 | 10. 1-11 6 £IJ16
30 | 14. 20-3¢4 | 11, 1.19 7 ml?
Bt | 14. 85-45 | 12, 1.17 8 18

SpECIAL READINGS FOR THER LORD’S Day.

1 Psalm 119. 97.104. [Luke 2. 40-47, Eph. 5. 17-20
8 w 119.105.112. Song 5. 18, Liuke 4. 16.92

15 v 119.118.120. John 17. 14-17, 2. Cor 8. 14,-7. 1
22 v 119.121.138. 9. Pet, 1. 2.4, 1 John 5, 1.5
29 " 119. 129.186. John 1. 1.4, 8. 19-21, 1, John 1.
5-7
Notes on Memorized Verses.

MALACHI.

This bool, following Haggai and Zechariah, solemnly
reminds us how soon the blessing of revival inay wane,
not because God is unwilling to bless, but because man
does not render again to Him for the bencfit, Yot in
times of spiritual dearth, there are those who find comfort

in holy discourse,
MALACHTI ;.

1, “ The burden,” because weighty in import, 2, 3,
Dlvine Jlove s sovereign (Romans o, .. 9),
4, Man says, * we will,”’ not reckoning upon God's 1
will. 5, * Ye shall say.” Who ? Israel or Edom, or
both ? 6, Israel were chosen as sons and servants, but
failed in both spheres (contrast 3. 17). 7, God’s Name
despised, His altar polluted, His table contemned. Are

there not parallel sins in the church ? 8, Should God be-

treated with less respect than a ‘‘ governor » p 9,
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God,”” but what is ‘‘ from your hand '’ ¥
10, A ruercenary spirit, not unknown even
amongst believers. 11, But God’s Name will be honoured
—by Gentiles if not by Israel’s priests (v. 6). 12—13, How
could Israel speak so evilly of God’s provision for their
blessing ? But have we not said, inwardly, ‘* What a
weariness '' ? 14, ‘“ The deceiver,”” but God is not

deceived,

‘‘ Beseech
(margin).

MALACHI a.

I, 2, Note the constant stress on God’s NAME.
3, Cf. 1 Cor. 3. 17. Sin brings chastisement. 4, * This
commandment " (also v. 1} connected with the covenant
with Levi (Num. 25. 10-13). §, 6, 7, The priests were the
heirs of the office, but kept not the character of Phinehas.
How solemn to be in the responsibility of teaching! 8, 9,
If the hearers are not taught truth, the preacher will be
put to shame before them. 10, ‘‘ One Father,” an
argument for brotherly love, 11, * The holiness of the
Lord * (see Jer. 2. 2, 3). Now, not only a departure, but
an unlawful marriage. This is treachery (see vv. 14, 13,
16). Note 1 Cor. 6. 15-17. 12, ‘* Bringing an offering **
cannot avert a *‘ cutting off.”” *‘ Religion *’ is no substi-
tute for heart-obedience. 13, Neither are tears (sec Heb.
12. 16, 17). 14, Religious sin oft associated with physica}
sin (especially in the heathen religions). 15, Every
marriage designed to result in *‘ godly seed.” The
‘“ oneness ”’ a type of the union with Christ from which
there shculd be fruit (Rom. 7, 4). 16, God hateth putting
away (divorce). How solemn in these lax days! But He
will not “ put away ” His bride from Christ. 17, They
were wearied by His gracious ordinances, little thinking
bow they wearied Him (see 1. 13). :

MALACHI 3.

1, A prophecy concerning John, and the first advent of
Christ, but, ‘‘ He shall come.” 2, The Day of His coming,
It means judgment, but also, 3, a purging with a view to
Llessing. 4, Then (see last chapter of Ezekiel). 5, Judg-
ment against sin, yet, 6, an unchanging God, in Himself,
and as to His purpose, ensures the preserving of elect
“ sons of Jacob.” 7, *“ Ye have gone away . . . Return.®
God's grace met by a vacant response, a dull questioning.
8, The petty questionings of Israel are distressing, but are
we blameless. 9, 10, God has a right to us and ours, yet
He will veward obedience, 11, and will deal with the
‘‘devourer,”—that which eats up the blessing that might
be ours,—our own unbelief. 12, Future certain blessing for
the people and the land. 13, 14, God notices words, and
discouragement expressed or felt, 15, Evil ones have
prospered in all ages. 16, ** Then.” When all seems
going wrong and God forgotten. God notices and records
the words of those that fear HMim. 17, * The day of My
appointing * (lit.). They are His mow, and shall be
manifest then. 18, A promise to the God-fearer.

MALACHI 4
I, The day cometh, the great day of His wrath ;
2, but a day of blessing ; the Sun shall rise and usher in
a new day. 3, Victory for Israel, 4, 5, The Law and the
the Prophets. Moses and Elijah (note Luke g. 30).
6, Grace will avert a curse. '

PSALM r119.

I, Undefiled of way. Manner of life, 2, Keeping His
word and seeking HIM, inseparable, 3, They DO, They
WALK. 4, God’s command. 5, The soul’s response.
6, “Then ... when.” 7, A disciple is a worshipper.
8, T will (concentration). Forsake not (supplication).
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“Yea, 1 am coming quickly.”

““Amen! Come, Lord Jesus’”
Rev, 22. 20.

*He. . spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all. " Romans 8. 32.

Lct hcaven and earth adore, O God,
And praise Thee for redeeming grace
Swiet mystery divine:
Thy Holy One, a Man, once trod
This dark, degraded, sinful place,
And died to make us Thine.

He lives and we for ever live,
United, yea, with 11im made one;
Amazing, precious plan
Of love and grace, that thou should’st give
Thy Wellbeloved, Thy Pecrless Son:
Such was Thy love to man.
A.W.H,
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Words of Encouragement.

The words of Job

" As in months past '’ have oft found an echo

Job, 29, 2. in the hcart of the

““ The former days ' saints, past and present.

Heb. 10. 32. *“ Where is the blessed-

ness [ knew when first

I saw the Lord ? Where is the soul refreshing

view of Jesus and His Word ? ' Is there

anything so distressing to a believer as a

feeling of lack of affection to Christ, accompanied

as it frequently is, with a sense of failure in

obedience and witness 2 Yet how much better

is such a state of soul than that which savs,

“ 1 am rich and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing "' (Rev. 3. 17).

To somic who seemed to be discouraged in
danger of slipping back, and having need of
patience, were written the words, ¢ But call
to remembrance the former davs,”” (Hebh. 10, 22)
reminding of how they had then suffered for the
sike of the Name. Perhaps we, dear fellow-
believers, destre an casy path, and tend to
avoid ‘“ the offence of the cross.”  This yields
no solid jov, for the much-tried saint is usuallv
the most joyous saint.  He can trace *‘ the good
hand of God " in the past, and so hopes for
present and future deliverance (2 Cor, 1. 10).

* Beeause Thou hast been my Help, therefore
in the shadow of Thy wings il 1 r(‘joicc A
{(Ps, 63. 7).

REOUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Let vs mark the limitations of Psalm 66. 18.

Oqlv those ‘TN CHRIST.” and drawing npear
according to Febrews 10 22, can *“ CONTINUE in
praver, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.

1. For those in authority (Rom. 13, 1, 1 Tim. 2. 1-4).
The times are solemn: our * polities ** remain
heavenly (“ citizenship,” Phil. 3. 20), but aur
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10).

Isracl—scattered, pecled, confused—that God
may sce in us the intensity He has appeinted
(Isa. 62. 6, 9). and that Psaim 122, 6 and
Jeremiah g1. g0 may be a reality to us.

2. For

5. For Hebrew-Christians nd their peculiar wants awnd
difficulties, pasticularly i other lands,

4. For saints on the Coouuent, and their many difhi-
culties, including persecution und repression.

5 For troubled China, and the trials of God’s servants
in that laud, and for saints in war-stricken Korea.
6. For the Lord's work cntiusted to us, in this and
other lanas, uand by Scrigtures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be tresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may bpever setue
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
special remenbra ce ue Sta ley  Duce (tihe
Near East), F. A. Franco (Argentine and around,
Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), E. Lutz {Switzerland),
D. Werner (Germany). Continue to pray lor the
Lord’s enabling 1f He will, of additional lellow-
workers for S. America, and the translation of

Scripture.

7. The growth of literacy, opening doors both to
fva:gelical and ideological literature, in many
ands,

8. For aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm
92. 14 may be realised,

9. For God’s blessing in tamilies (*“ Thou and thy
house '), and that many *‘ little ones ' may
believe in Christ (Matt, 18. 6).

to. Fur lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
lellow saints,

Poems to Help Christian Experience.—182,
The Lord our Righteousness.

Thou, who bast loved the Lord Thy God
With all Thine heart, and soul, and mind,
And strength ; Who perfectly hast trod
‘The path the Father had defined
For Thee, becoming under law—
A foreordained experience—
So lived a life without a flaw.
'Twas rich and full obedience.

Thou wast obedient unto death,
Our Substitute, upon the cross ;
Thou criedst with Thy dying breath,
“1T HATH BEEN FINISHED ! seeming loss
Of all that mortal eyes could see,
Yet God’s Own pre-determined will
That hands of wicked men should be
. Compclled His purpose to fulfil.
Thy blest obedience, gracious l.ord,
Delighted e'er the Father's heart
And gained the promised, rich reward—
Life indissoluble ; Theu arr
Raised to the highest, holiest, place,
J’en with the Father on His throne,
The Overcomer! Ah, what grace.
Now floweth free 1o all Thine own.

And what is Thine, by [laitli is ours—
Imputed ! *Tis God’s righteousness,
Our goodness is as fading flowers,
There is no merit we possess
By nature. We, by Sovereign grace,
“Are reckoned righteous. Who can bring
Against us ought ?  DBefore Thy face
Aloud of righteousness we sing
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“BEATEN WORK.”

*“ When thou beaftest thine olive-tree ™’
(Deut. 24, 20).
** Pure olive oil beaten for the light "

(Ex. 27. 20. Lev. 24. 2).
* The fourth part of an hin of beaten oil "'
(Ex. 29. 4o. Numb, 28. 5).

** A perfume . . . pure and holy: and thou

shalt beat some of it wvery small . . . most
holy " (Ex. 30. 34-38).
* One beaten work of pure gold " (Ex.

23. 36).
‘o AlZd this work of the candlestick was of
beaten gold . . . beaten work '* (Numb. 8. 4).

** Two cherubim of gold, beaten out of one
piece ** (Ex. 37. 7).

** Corn beaten out of full ears " (Lev. 2. 14).

** 'The fitches are beaten out with a staff,
and the cummin with a rod. Bread corn is
bruised *’ (Isa. 28. 27, 28).

‘* She beat out that she she had gleaned ™
(Ruth 2. 17).

** Thrice was 1 beaten with rods ** (2 Cor.
11. 25, see also Mark 12, 3, 13. 9. Acts 5. 40).

There is scarcely any need to comment
on these Scriptures. Their significance is at

once apparent to the exercised and experienced:

believer. He knows what *‘ beating *' means,
and is thankful to be in the hand a loving and
wise GOD, Who is his FATHER., What elsc
does He desire for His own, but that cach and
all (as a unity) may be fashioned into beauteous
form, to His Own delight and praise ?

‘“ When He hath tried me, I shall come forti
as gold " (Job 23. 10. 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7).

Remember, O tried saint, Gethsemane {oil-
press) and think of your scourged and crucified
Lord. ‘‘ The Spirit was not yet given ;
because that Jesus was not yet glorified ™’
(John 7. 39), but that glorifying followed the
suffering, Nothing has come to us apart from
Him * Whose visage was so marred more
than any man, and His form more than the
sons of men,”’ Who was ‘“ wounded for our
transgressions, bruised for our iniquities,”” ye!
‘* shall sce of the travail of His soul and be
satisfied ’* (Isa. 52 and §3). ‘

Is He Fragrant before the Father ? The
sweet incense was beaten small. He ** endured
the contradiction of sinners.” He tasted
death.”” *‘ He suffered being tempted.”  He
‘“ endured the cross.”” His offering and sacri-
fice to God was a sweet-smelling savour.
Adoringly and lovingly let us say to Him, ** All
Thy garments smell of myrrh and aloes and

cassin.” By keeping close to Him, may we
gather some of their fragrance!

Is He the Food of His people ? 'l’l)c‘corn
was beaten out of full cars, and, as the priestly
family made nigh to Him, we cach have our
portion (Lev, 2. 3). e is the Bread come
down from heaven, and that Bread is His flesh
which He gave for the life of the world.  Only
through the suffering of death could He be the
Sustenance of His redeemed—redeemed by that
death.  ** As often as ye cat lhis bread, ill_ld
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till
He come.”

Do the cherubim of glory and the branches
cut of the candlestick speak of His .rcdccmc(l
joined inseparably to Him, and deriving their
life from Him—once with Him and in Him ?
Their beauty was brought out by beating.
Afitictions are the appointed  portion  of  the
family of faith.  Their absence may indicate
there is no real union with Christ (Luke 6. 4o.
Acts 14. 22. 2 Tim. 3. 12). )

One further  thought—a  practical  one,
Gleaning is patient, painful, and  plodding
work. One must stoop, and follow the reapers,
Moreover it implies the poverty and need of
the gleaner (Lev, 19, 9, 10, 23. 22). There is
no room for pride or slothfulness,  Yet there
is no food until it is beaten out, Do we take
time over Bible study 7 Do we hurry over
prayer 2 Both are humbling work, but blessed
are the vielded fruits. )

Gathering up these thoughts ; if God is
patiently working upon His chosen,  taking
great pains with them—il reverently we may
use such human terms—that they might be
conformed to the Image of His Son, shpuld
they not take great pains to get all the good
they can for their soul's pourishment.
* Spirituality costs,”’ said one, ** Shall we pay
the cost ? "’

Was ordinary aine, the normal
Palestine ? )

Many would at once say ‘‘ Yes.”” But have
we any sidelights from  Scripture ?  Abigail
brought David 200 loaves, and much fruit, hut
only two bottles of wine (1 Sam. 25. 16). Ziba
also came on another oceasion, with bread and
ah.undance of summer f{ruits, but bhow much
wine 7 Only one bottle, ** that such as be faint
in the wilderness may drink ** (2 Sam. 16. 2,
note also 1 Sam. 16. 24). This gives n
standpoint often forgotten. A Nabal could:
drink much, and the princes could make an cvil
king drunken, bhut this was altogether unusual,

and evil. P.W.H.

drink in
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S COLUMNS.

GOD’S BOOK.

There is only one book that has this name--—
The Bible. God did not write it as Hce wrote
on the tables of stone which He gave to Muses.

He chose all kinds of men, kings, priests,
prophets, a shepherd, a gardener, a tax-
collector, fishermen, some  learned, and some

with not so much learning ; but they all loved
God and feared Him. The Holy Spirit taugiit
them and made them hear His voice, and
follow Him. Also He guve them words to
speak and to write down. All God spoke through
His ministers came true.

But what is so precious is; that these
servants of God spoke much about One Who
was coming to save. They did not know His
Name, and they did not understand all they
spoke and wrate down, but it all came true.
The Lord Jesus was born King of the Jews.
He came into the world as a Babe. He was
a good, obedient child. He always pleased
God and never sinned. He was holy. When
He was about thirty years old, He was baptised,
and a voice from heaven was heard, ‘“ This is
My Beloved Son, in Whom 1 am well pleased.’””
For about three and a half years, He preached,
teiling people to leave their sins and turn o
God. A few heard and trusted Him. The
most did not. At Jast they—the Jews—gave
Him up to be nailed to a cross, on which Hc
died. But God raised Him up to life again,
and He went back to heaven,

Perhaps you know all about this, because
vou have read it in God’s Book, but do you
believe that the Lord Jesus died to save sinners
such as you, for yvou are a sinner, even though
voung.,

May God draw you

to  Himself
Christ the Saviour.

through
Amen,

Tur Book or Books.

Of making many books there is no end,

But One Book stands alone among them all;

On all the words therein we may depend ;

The men who wrote them.—Moses, David.
Paul,

Peter and John, yea, many holv men—

Were in God's hand and by His Spirit led.

His were the words, and theirs the ready pen

That wrote the Scriptures, that which ‘“ God
hath said.”

O how should we those holy writings prize !

See, as we read, there pass before our eyes

Those men and womcen, children, too who

dwelt
In that blest land God gave to Israel,
Who lived and loved, wno spuke and thought

and felt
As we, and, like ourselves, had need as well
Of God’s salvation, His redeeming grace.
How full of pictures ts God’s Holy Book!
And, if we know Him, we shall love to trace
The likeness of the Saviour, as we look
At persons, creatures, things in daily use—
Such homely things as water, bread, and fruit,
These did the Holy One delight to choose,
Both those that had a voice and that were mute.
The seasons, too, the ploughing of the suil,
The sowing-time, and harvest-scason glad,
Repaying and rejoicing those whose toil
Was oft with tears, in giving all they had.
The mountains lofty and the wide, wide sea,
The gently-flowing rivers, and the meads,
\Where roam and rest the flocks, content to be

Beneath  the  shepherd’s eye, who knows the
needs

Ol ecach, and cares for all. Of God’s Dear
Son

All speak.  Yes, in the very opening page
Or this most holy Book, That Blessed One
Is seen, and in the records of each age,
He is the Subject of the Prophet’s pen ;
e Object of their holiest desire.
For Him they longed and praved, though
ey were men
Of passions like with us ; and yet the fire
Of hope burned ever in them. Death they
feared ’
A\nd with great sorrow went they to the grave,
For Christ the Saviour had not yet appeared—
That One they looked for, Who would come to
save
By dving on a tree. How oft we read
Of altars, offerings, and sacrifice ;
Clean animals, spotless
bleed
And yield their lives, thus picturing the price- -
His Own most precious lifelblood—to redecm
A countless multitude, who clse would die
Without salvation. How should we esteem
So great a Saviour, and on Him rely !

and pure, would

* * * -

Dear child, do vou on Jesus Christ depend :

Is He vour Saviour, Shepherd, Lord and
Friend ?

Grace never leads to indifference to the words

-of the Lord, and obedience to. His ** whatsoever

I have commanded.”

P.W.H.
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THE DEITY OF CHRIST.
P. W. HEwarp.
(continued)
HIS REFERENCES TO SCRIPTURE.
The Lord Jesus Christ lived in the enjoyment
of the Scriptures.  \When He met Satan He
quoted Scripture to meet cach temptation, and
in the first passage {Deut. 8. 3) He set forth
His perfect humamty as THE Man Who fed
upon every word of God. But other allusions
set forth His Deity also. He emphasized His
own prominence there, ‘‘ Moses . . . wrote of
c” (johr. 5- 46, cl. verse 3q), and added that
a bCllLl in the Scriptures and in His own words
were inlerwoven.  The appropriation of Malachi
3. 1 in Matthew 11. 10 would be a misappropri-
ation if He were not God. His use of Scripture
in the next chapter (12. 3-8) contributes to the

display of. His glory. In Matthew 21. 16 He
showed from Scripture His right to receive
praise, and in Matthew 22. 44 uses Psalm
110. 1 to show how the leaders of Israel
rejected  His essential glory. He did no*
hesitate to claim Zechariah 13. 7 with its

prophecy of the Mighty One described by God
as “ My Fellow ” (Matt. 26. 31). And in
resurrection He laid stress on all the Scriptures
concerning Himself (Luke 24. 26, 27, 44).
The idea that one who was but a created being
should speak thus is not only out of harmony
with the express language but with the stand-
point which He takes, and with the consistent
unveiling of Scripture as to the contrast with
God and men. Again our hearts would own
that if we adoringly acknowledge His Deity,
all His words are applicable and powerful, and
again we would ascribe glory to Him 'Who
BECAME Man that He might redeem us,

HIS ACCEPTANCE OF WORSHIP.

The evidence is not only conclusive: it has
as we have seen. an important moral bearing.
The height of iniauitv is marked out with the
receiving of worship bv a created being. When
Herod dared thus to act, “ Immediatelv the
angel of God smote Him ** (Acts 12. 23). Those
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who are marked out as the leaders of iniquity,
the heads of the Roman beast, and finally
Antichrist, are marked out, as  Satan’s repre-
sentatives, in this utter defiance of God. Can
One Who is in absoluic contrast receive
worship if He be not Gud ?  ‘lhe sin would, in
such an one be the greater, it poussible, since
his character and the glory of his words,
would then deceive those who turn with horror
from Herod and Antichrist.  The subtlety of
the 1mqu1ty would merit the sternest judgment.
There is no real escape from this conclusion.
Hence to deny the Deity of Christ is utterly
illogical, and an ignoring of the very fact of
Deity’s essential glory and attributes.

THE PARABLES IMPLY HIS DEITY,

Many parts ol truth are wrapped up in these
marvellous similitudes.  \We behold the nced of
the sinner, and God’s graciously wrought
salvation.  The sceking by the Shepherd, the
robe of righteousness given, the supply of
every daily need, and coming glory with the
Lord Jesus are all before us, together with dis-
pensational unveiling as to the work of Satan,
and a counterfeit ‘“ church,” and the solemniz-
ing exclusion and doom of the ungodly. Amid
all the manifold instruction one remarkable
fact is evident. The Lord Jesus centres the
parables around Himself and His work., If we

take Him away from the tabernacle in the
wilderness, what have we left ? Curtains,
doors, and altar will have gone, the cherubim

will fall without the ark, and the lampstand
branches likewise. The boards will have no
sockets, and the laver no foundation. Likewise
is it with the parables. Who is suggested by

the Rock of Matthew %. 24-27 7 Who is the
Sower ?  Who buys the treasure and pearl ?
Who is the Good Shepherd, and the Good

Samaritan ? Who is the unique Son for Whom
the feast is made or Who is sent to the hus-
bandmen ? and Who the Master of the House,
the Bridegroom, and the Divider of the sheep
and the goats ? The Lord Jesus would not
deny His own exalted glory. The principles of
Scripture are altogether against a fellow
creature thus setting forth personal glory above
others.  Are these principles abrogated. or is
the Lord Jesus essentially God ? We have no
doubt as to the answer, And in accord with
His majesty the attack on Himself is the ground
of taking awayv the vinevard : the presump-
tuous entrance to the feast for Him, without =
wedding garment, meets a changeless doom,
and He pronounces the sentenre on the ungodly.
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The servants sent to the husbandmen are not
undervalucd, but the Lord reveals Himselt as
quite distinct from the servants, not only n
height of dignity, but in essential relation to
the Father.* Though He urged, ** All ye are
brethren,”” His parallels laid stress on His
possession of His people, even as He said
clsewhcere, ‘“ Ye CALL Me Master and Lord:
and ye say well ; for so I am ”’ (John 13. 13).
He had no doubt as to the nature of His person
and His mission,

The sumewhat distinct parables of John’s
gospel have the same message. The Shepherd
of John 10 is seen in the glorious unveiling of
the cxplanatory words of verses 28, 29. And
the Lord Jesus Himself is *‘ THE Corn of
wheat *’ (John 12. 24): His pcople are the
much fruit. He alone is the True Vine ; His
people are the grafted-in branches, and they
nced purging (John 13). Every blessing
depends on Him. He never suggests anything
¢lse. The consistent testimony is quite unforced.
Nothing else would or could fit the Scriptures,
nothing else could meet the sinner’s need or
the saved one’s desire,

* So in Matthew 25. 33, 36 in the EXPLANATION of
the parable of verses 32 and 33. In other words, the
dignity of redeemed ones is given, He is the Giver, and
their nearness is BECAUSE of the wealth of His grace and

glory. His very Deity is implied in His power thus to
bring far off ones near.

({ the Lord will, to be continued)

Strong Young Men.

(A brief Message for Youths and Adults too).

T write unto you, young men, because ye
have overcomie the wicked one. I write unto
vou, little children, because ye have known the
Father . . . I have written unto you, young
men, because ye are strong, and the Word of
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the

wicked one (1 John z. 13, 14). :

Yruth and Strencth seem to be almost
synonyms ; however, one may say to voung
belicvers:  “ You have strength'; you are
a strength yourselves, a power (dynamis).”
““ That power vielded unto the Master, to

His service, may be a true blessing *’ (Rom.
6. 10). ‘‘ But, what if yvielded to the wicked
one ? ’—Then—

‘* Childhood and Youth are wanity.”” So
* Remember now thy Creator in the days of thv
Youth . . . (Eccles. 11. 10 ; 12. 1). But
the question arises, ‘“ How can I become strong
in the LORD’'S sight and esteem, and avoid

vanity,—that which is empty ? 7> DPractising
excreses 2 In the cultivation of sports ?

‘“ For bodily exercise profiteth linle: but
godliness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that which
is to come ”’ (1 Tim. 4. 8). Had Timothy bren
fond of athletic games, sceing that his father
was a Greek ? {Acts 16. 1). We do not know.
But Paul the apostle counsels him to excrcise
nimself unto godliness, i.e., in that which has
the character of God. Now, where is godliness
taught ?  \Where may it be learned ? At the
College? At the University? At the Stadium?
Let us see.

“Ye are strong’ ... The key ?—' The
Word of God abideth IN YOU ' . . . The
result 7—*'* Ye have overcome’ . . . (1 John
2. 14). Young David was a giant of faith.
Therefore he defeated Goliath (1 Sam. 17. 50 ;
Heb. 1r1. 32-34). David did not seck physical
strength, which has "o value in moments of
trouble, tribulation or fainting, but restoration
for his soul. ‘* He restorcth my soul ”’ (Ps.
23. 3). That is, to be stored (equipped) again,
with constantly needed, renewed strength,
as if putting on ‘‘ the whole armour of God ”’
of Ephesians 6. Then, with Paul, we can do
all things through Christ \Who strengtheneth us;
and through Him

we are more than con-
querors . . . (Phil. 4. 13 ; Rom. 8. 37).
Conquerors! . . . that is overcomers and for
these we have seven precious promises in
Revelation 2 and 3, and in ch. 12. 11 we see
that ‘¢ they owvercame (the wicked one) by

the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their

testimony, , ) '
Finally, as a consequence, not before, ** Let
no man despise thy vouth ”’ (1 Tim. 4. 12)
Because henceforth  Timothy should be ¢ an
cxample of the believers, in word, in conversa-
tion (behaviour), in charity (love put into
practice), in spirit, in faith, in purity.”’ There-
fore he would live up to, and be worthy of, the
grand title *“ Man of God ” (1 Tim. 6. 11 ;
2z Tim. 3. 17), which can be owned only by
spiritually strong men. May God be glorified

in the lives of His saints, old and young.
F.AF. (Argentina).

God is not overcome by those who oppose
Him: He is almighty, vet He often condescends
to wait for His children’s preparedness, that He
may act through them. Are we unready and so
unused 2 We  would never misusc His
sovereignty, to ignore our responsibilities.

P.\W.H.
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Inspired Words, Inspected.
No. g

Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time; in which ye great-
ly rejoice, though now for a season, if need
be, ye are in heavinesss through manifoid

temptations. (I Peter 1. 5. 6.)
WHO  (tous) ; lit. ** The ones.”  Def.

Article, ace. plur. to agree with - you,” the

word before. .
ARE  KEPT (phrouroumcenous) ;  passive

participle, present, ace. plural, from *‘phrourco’’
(I garrison) " being guarded (or garrisoned) ”’
cf. Phil. 4. 7.

BY THE POWER (en dunamei) ; lit. " In
power,”’ suggesting a fortress in which there
is security (see Ps. 71. 3 and sinular texusj.

OF GOD (Theou) ; see previous notes.
Translate these words as, ** Who are being
garrisoned in God’s power.”

THROUGH (dia) ; preposition followed by
genitive, suggesting instrumentality. )

FAITH (pisteos) ; Gen, of ‘‘ pistis >’ (faith).

God’s power the safety, faith the God-appointed
and God-given means,
UNTO (eis) ; prep. governing acc.: lit.
into > (note its previous occurrences—
verse 3 (unto) verse 4 (to). Perhaps we arc to
sce in this threefold use the fulness of blessing
into which we have been begotten again ;
*“eis V' may be rendered, ‘‘ with a view to '
for a goal or end is in view.

SALVATION (soterian) ; acc. sing. fem.
The preceding word suggests that this salvation
is something future, and the following words
confirm.

Iy

READY (etoimen) ; adjective, sing. ace.
fem. to agree with ¢ salvation.”  *¢ Made
ready '’ or *‘ prepared  (the verb is found in

John 14, 2. 3). Many centuries have passed,
vet when these words were written this final
salvation was ‘‘ ready.”

TO BE REVEALED (apokaluphthenai) ;
Aorist Infinitive Passive. From “‘apokalupto”
(I unveil) ““ Tt doth not vet appear what we
shall be,”” but the unveiling is sure.

IN (en) ; prep. governing dative,

THE LAST (eschatol) ; No article ** the.”
Lit. ““ a last,” for the millennial age begins with
this unveiling, and that is followed bv new
heavens and a new earth. )

TIME (kairoi) ; not the ordinarv word for
time, rather, ‘“ an appointed season.”  That

which  God has decreed, and having the
characteristic of being ** last,”” that 1s the
closc of the present uge.  Both these words
(adjective, which comes last) and (noun) are
dative, singular, and masculine,

WHEREIN (ea hoi) ; **in which,” referring
back to “*last time.”” The jull joy of the
believer is future (I’s. 16. 11, Rev. 7. 15-17).

YE GREATLY REJOICE (agalliasthe) ;
present  tense, middle, cither indicative or
imperative 5 from  *‘ agalliao (I exalt, 1
rejoice excedingly). It may mean a fact ** ye
do rejoice,” or a command, **rejoice ve.
The word is found in Matthew 3. 12, also in
verse 8 (1 Pet. 1) where the joy is in a Person.
Here it is joy in anticipation of ** That day.”

THOUGH NOW (arti) ; adverb ‘ just now,
at the present moment or juncture,”’

FOR A SEASON (oligon) ; ncuter adjective
used adverbially, see Mark 6. 31 (awhile), lit.
“a little.””  Both these words are a contrast,
and a prelude, to the cternal blessings awaiting
the saved.

I NEED BE (ei deon); “if it be
necessary,” from deo (I bind). Remember,
““ we must through much tribulation enter the

Kingdom.
YE ARE IN HEAVINESS (lupethentes) ;

from ““lupeo.”” [I cause sorrow (act.) 1 am
made sorrowful, pained, grieved (pass.)]. Aor.
pass. participle.  Lit. ““ Ones heing pained or
grieved.”

THROUGH (en), “In” ; not * through.”
The thought is, they were in tribulation, vet
could rejoice (sce Rom. 5. 3 and Acts 16. 23).
MANIFOLD  (poikilois) ; dative, following
en,”” from ‘‘ poikilos,”” an adjective, mean-
ing ‘‘of various colours, variegated.” The
trials were not only numerous, but various.

TEMPTATIONS (peirasmois) ; dat. noun,
from “‘peirasmos” (temptation, test, or putting
to proof). The following words make clear the
need and reason for trials.

s

The TLord Jesus is the Living One (Rev.
1. 18). In the gospel He emphasizes this
name—*“ T am The Resurrection and The Life,”
““I am The Way, and The Truth, and The
Life,” T am the Living Bread.””  The
gospel begins with, *“ In Him was Life.”” How
blessed is our life, our eternal life, in Christ,
and how this should be manifested in a dailv
living witness. Here is the contrast with dead
profession, and with outward religiousness,

P.W.H.
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“The Precious Blood of Christ.”
«THE BLOOD OF JESUS.’

(continued)
But we read of that precious blood that:-—-

(1) It has made atonement or propitiation.

(Lev. 17. 11 ; Rom. 3. 23). -

(2) It has redeemed. (Acts 20. 206 ; Eph.
1. 7 ; Heb. 9. 12 ; 1 Pet. 1, 19 | Rev.
5- 9)

(3) It releases from sin. (Rev. 1. 3).

(4) 1t justifies. (Rom. 5. 9).

(5) It sanctifies. (Heb. 13. 12).

(6) It cleanses. (1 John 1. 7 : 'Rev. 7. 14).

(7) 1t purges the conscience. (Heb. o. 14).

(8) 1t brings forgiveness. (Matt. 26. 28
Heb. 10. 22).

(9) It has made, and speaks, peace. (Col.
1. 20 ; Heb. 12. 24, with Eph. 2. 7).
(10) It ensures preservation through the

presence and protection of God. (Ex.

12, 13, with Heb. 11, 28).
(11) Gives access to the Holiest,

(12) Is the cause of the
(Rev. 1z. 11).

(Heb. 10. 19)-

saints’  victory.

How then are we to understand the use of
the word ** blood ' as a term setting forth the
work of salvation by the l.ord Jesus Christ ?

As already insisted wupon, Christ is an
historical Person ; His manhood is real, not
imaginary, His death is a fact, as are also His

resurrection and ascension. But He is much
more than a Figure in history, He is “ THE
WORD ! who * became flesh and dwelt

among us.”
shall come again.

Also ‘“ THIS SAME JESUS™
He is the only Saviour

(Acts 4. 12) and men need a Saviour. How
does His blood save ?
In Leviticus 17. 11 are some remarkable

words which may be rendered thus, literally:—

““ For the soul of the flesh is in the blood,
and I have GIVEN it to vou upon the altar to
make an atonement upon your souls: for it
is the blood in the soul that maketh atone-
ment.”’

The soul, then, is so closely associated with
the blood that, when the Lord Jesus gave His
life-blood, He actually *‘ poured out’ (lit.:
‘“ made naked '’) His soul for the death (Isa.
53). Thus, in measure, we understand His own
words, ‘“1 lay down my life for ' (lit.: ¢ 1
place my soul over ') the sheep.”

In all probability we are to sec in this verse
a propheey of Christ, just as *‘ the man ™ (lit.)
twice in Deut. 8. 3 [oreshews Him, Also we
read the words, ¢“ The blood . . . is the life,”
 the life of all flesh is the blood thercof.”

With all His heart, and mind and soul and

strength, the Lord Jesus lived, anl loved His

Father, His Word and His Will, thus render-
ing a full, active, and positive obedience,
unmarred and untainted by any spot of sin or

failurc. In Him was all the Father’s delight.
In offering up Himself, He presented that
which was perfect—not more than Himself,

not less than Himsell, but ““ His Own self.”’
Thus His life and His death were one
obedience, one righteousness. TFor the life was
an ‘‘ obedience unto death, even a death of a
cross  (Phil. 3. 8) and the death a yielding up
of that same life.

The pouring out of His blood, therefore, was
the clear evidence of His death. It was also
the pouring out of His holy soul, and therefore,
zccording to Leviticus 17. 3, the making of an
atonement.

Thus, we perceive the significance of this
word as used by the Holy Spirit, the value of
Christ’s precious blood, and all that it means
to the awakened soul. Oh how precious is that
blood to the Father, pleading ever on behalf of
the redeemed, securing their eternal salvation,
and giving them access to the TFather in the
Holiest of all.
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The Coming ol the Lord draws nigh,
Let saints awake, and tell

Of God’s great Judgments close at hand—
Proclaim the woes of hell.

‘the Coming of the Lord draws nigh,
Though ** scoffers > laugh, and say -

* All things continue as they werc
Since the creation’s day.”

The Coming of the Lord draws nigh,
‘The morn of morns so Dbright,

But to the Christ-rejecting world,
“Twill be the darkest night.

The Coming of the Lord draws nigh,
* Caught up *' the saints will be;
Then dwellers on the earth shall know

God’s awful Majesty!

The Coming of the Lord draws nigh,
The moments quickly fly,

Soon we shall hear the trumpet sound—
*Twill call us to the sky.

‘The Coming of the Lord draws nigh;
Oh, have we faithfully

Proclaimed the wonders of God’s Grace,—-
God’s Grace so full, so free ?

The Coming of the Lord draws nigh,
Then let us labour still ;

With patience wait for Christ our Lord,
Thus working out His will,

The Coming of the Lord draws nigh,
Lord hasten that glad day,

When we shall see Thee, like Thee be,
And worship Thee alway.

The Coming of the Lord draws nigh!
We long to see Thy Face,
And in Thy Home cternal, Lord,
Sing of Thy Sovereign Grace.
The Coming of the Lord draws nigh,
He saith, T quickly come,”
May we respond, with gladness
- Amen, Lord Jesus, come.”

say,

“PILLED.”
A Bible Study in Aots, chapters 2-8.

“It filled all the house where they were
sitting . . . And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost.” (ch. 2. 2, 4).

They were together, ‘‘ with one accord ” and
““ sitting *’ (tarrying, the same word in Luke
24. 49), and therefore obedient to their Lord.
So the blessing was =ent from heaven, the
baptism in the Holy Spirit. There was, so to
speak, an ‘‘ immersion.”” The house was filled
and they were in the house. This is worthy of
note, in view of the objection raised by some
that baptism in water does not necessarily mean
*“ immersion,”’ because baptism in the Spirit
does not imply this,

‘They were not only in lhe Spirit ; the Holy
Spirit was in them. They were ** filled * and
out of that fulness they spake, as also in chapter
4. 8 and 31. This s to be the experience of
present-day saints, ‘* Be filled with the Spirit,

spraking singing giving  thanks "
(Eph. 5. 18-20).
“ They were filled with wonder "’

(ch. 3. 10).

And well they might be! But had they not
seen many such things at the hand ol the Lord
Jesus, and should they not have called His
wondrous signs to mind ?  Yet it was needful
to bring honie to them that the Name of Him
Whom they had denied was the Power by
which the lame man was healed, and the Name
through which alone they could be saved (ch.
4. 12).  Happily, the wonder, in the case ol
many, gave place to faith (ch. 4. 4). But, if
there is wonder only, how many may be deccived
by the Antichrist! (Rev. 13). Simon the
sorcerer ‘* wondered *’ but his heart was not

right in the sight of God (Acts 8. 13, 21).

““ Why hath Satan filled thine heart
to lie to the Holy Ghost ? "’ (ch. 5. 3).

Ananias and Sapphira were professed believers
and in the local church. One cannot be
dogmatic and assert their conversion had not
been real. Was it not true, in a later day, at
Corinth, that ‘‘ many were weak and sickly and
some slept (died) *’ because of failure in regard
to the Lord’s supper ?

The sin of this couple—a fellowship in sin—
was professing a devotedness which was not
real. What humility a true child of God feels
if he is conscious that others esteem him,
knowing his own utter unworthiness! How
precious is a tender conscience!

Iow came it about that Satan ‘¢ filled ** the
heart ? Was it not becausé he had been given
room ? (Eph. 4. 27). So it is sadly possible to
afford the adversary a place within, else why the
exhortation, Also see Matthew 16. 22, 23).
Were these professed believers at any time
partakers of the Holy Spirit 7 How hardened
they had become through the deceitfulness of
sin (Heb. 3. 13) and what a warning!

This *‘lying to the Holy Ghost’ was
instantly visited by death on both man and wife,
and if God does not so act today, can it be said
that we never ** grieve the Holy Spirit of God ?
Shall His gracious forbearance cause us to look
with tolerance upon anything that partakes of a
lie ? Ot all lies, acted or spoken, it may be said
they are not only to men, but to God ? {Eph.
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4. 25). But how low the church has become in
its want of that holy sensitiveness wherein such
a solemn public chastisement was so awe-
inspiring !

y

““ They were filled with envy’
{ch. 5. 17 margin).

Why ? because they could not do such mighty
works themselves and, being Sadducees, the
preaching of a risen Lord Jesus Christ was
grieving to them (ch. 4. 2). Pride and impot-
ence were both present. They were aware of
a Power Which was laying hold of men and
communicating a new life. Of that Power they
had no personal experience, yet they both feared
and hated the doctrine of Christ, and took steps,
which have oft been copied by ecclesiastics and
others in succeeding centuries, to stifle the
truth by shutting up its witnesses. Yet God
acted, truth was vindicated, and her enemies
discomfited. ‘¢ This God is our God,” a com-
forting thought as days of persecution draw
near.

Nevertheless, do we, believers, ncver feel
jealousy when God is using others and apparent-
ly not ourselves ? Can we rejoice when He
manifestly blesses the !abours of others ? Let
us be honest before God.

‘“ Ye have filled Jerusalem with
your doctrine (ch. 5. 28).

Yes, blessed be God, this is just what they
desired, for the Lord Jesus had said that His
Gospel was to begin at Jerusalem (Luke 24. 47).
How earnest thev were, how urgent their
message ! Their accusers added, ** Ye intend
to bring this Man’s blood upon us.” Of course
they did! But how sensitive were those sinners
who had once cried, '‘ His blood be on us and
on our children.” Truly, conscience was at
work, but they stified that as they would stifle
the witness of God’s servants. There was no
repentance, no confession ; when ‘ cut to the
heart >’ by Peter’s solemn words, ‘‘ they took
counsel to slay them.”” From their evil purpose
they were only turned aside by the wise words of
Gamaliel.

But, beloved, what are we doing to fili our
neighbourhoods  with  this  doctrine, and to

emphasise the world’s guilt of the blood of the
Lord Jesus ?

The privileges of a saint are infinitely greater
than those of a king or a millionaire, ** The
blessing of the Lord it maketh rich, and He
addeth no sorrow with it.”” P.W.H.

Suggested Daily Readings.

“IF THE LORD WILL.''— NOVEMBER, 1950.

Day REALDING 1 LEARNING !
Numbers Revelation | Psalm119,1 1 Thess.
115, 1-16 | 13. 1-18 ‘ 9 1. 1
21 15. 17-26 | 14. 1-20 10 3
3| 15. 27-41 | 15. 1-8 ) 11 3
4| 16. 1-11 | 16. 121 12 4
5| 16. 12-23 | 17. 1-18 13 5
6 | 16. 23-35 | 18. 1-10 14 6
71 16. 36-50 | 18.  11.24 15 7
8117, 1-13 | 19, 1-21 16 8
9 |18, 1-19 | 20. 1-15 17 9
v {18, 20-32 | 21. 1-11 18 10
11 | 19. 1-10 | 21, 12.2% 19 2. 1
12 | 19. 11-22 | 22, 1-21 20 2
13 | 20. 1-13 | Matt. 1 1-25 21 3
14 | 20, 14-29 4 2. 1-23 22 4
15 | 21 1-11 | 3. 1.17 93 5
18 | 21, 12-20 4. 1-11 24 6
17 1 21- 21-35 | 4. 12.25 95 7
18 | 22, 1-14 | 5, 1-16 26 8
19 | 22, 15-25 ] 5. 17-26 27 9
20|29, 9641 | 5. 27.31| 28 10
21 | 23. 1-17 | 5.  38.48 29 11
22 | 23, 18-30 | 6. 1-15 | 30 12
23 \ 24, 1413 | 6. 16- 4! 81 13
24 | 24 1425 | 7. 1-14 1 32 14
25 “ 25, 1-18 ] 7. 15.29 33 15
26 | 26. 122! 8. 1-18 24 16
27 | 26. 2343 & 14922 35 1%
2R | 286, 44-65 | B 93.341  :6 1+
99 | 27. 1-11 | 9. 1-13 37 19
30 | 27, 12-23 | 9.  14-26 38 20

12
19
26

SpeciAL ReADINGS POR THE LoORD’S Dav.
5 Psalm 119, 137.144.

119. 145-152.
119. 158-160.
119. 161-168.

Matt. 3. 13-17, Rom. 6. 12.18,
2 Tim. 2. 19-22
Ecel. 3. 14, Heb. 10. 4-14
John 5. 8-18, 1 Peter 2. 19-25
John 14, 27-31. John. 15. 10-14,
Eph. 5.1-2
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Suggested Daily Readings.

“IF THE LORD WILL.”—DECKEMBER, 1950.

I
Day READINUG ] LEARNING
Numbers Matthew  Psalm 119, 1 1 Thess.
1| 28. 115 | 9. 27-38 39 3. 1
2| 28 16-31 | 10. 1-15 ! 40 ; 2
3| 29. 116 | 10 1625 | 41 | 3
1|29, 1728 |10, 25420 a2 4
5 29. 29-40 | 11. 1-15 43 l 5
6 | 30. 1-16 | 11, 16 30 | 44 i 6
7| 31. iz |1z 13, 45 7
8 | 31. 13.24 | 12, 1128 46 8
9 | 31. 2536 | 12, 20.37 47 9
10 | 31. 37-54 | 12.  3R-50 48 10
1| 32, 1-15 | 13. 1-17 19 11
12 | 32 18-27 | 13.  18-30 50 Y
13 | 32. 23.42 | 13.  31-43 51 oo
14 | 3. 1-36 | 13, 4458 52 4. 1
15 | 33. 37-56 | 14. 121 53 | 2
16 | 34. 1-15 | 14.  22-36 54 3
17 | 34 16-29 | 15. 1-14 53 4
18 | 35. 1-12 | 15,  14-28 56 5
19 | 35. 13.25 | 15.  29-39 57 6
20 | 35. 26.31 | 16. 112 . 5% 7
21 | 386. 113 15, 1328 | 59 R
22 | Deut. 1. 1-14 | 17, 1-13 60 9
23| 1.  15.30 | 17.  14.27 il 1 ' 10
2 | 1. 31-46 18, 1-14 | 62 11
25| 2 1-15  18. 13-22 | 63 12
26| 2. 16-25 | 18, 23.35 | 614 13
27| 9. 2637 ! 19. 1151 65 14
23! 3 117 ' 19. 1630 . 66 .15
29| 3 18-20  20. 1-16 67 16
30| 4 13120 17-24 83 17
1
3 b4, 1431 21 1-17 69 .18

SpecIAL READINGS FOR THE LORD’S Day.

3 Psalm 119. 169.176. 1 Cor. 14. 15, 16, Col. 3. 16, 17,
Heb. 2. 9-12

2 Tim. 1. 8-12, 1 Pet. [, 3-11
Jude 24, 25

10 . 12L

17 W 122, Fph. 2. 11-18, Phil. 4.8, 9
21 ,, 123, Luke 2. 28-30, 1 John 1. 1-4
31 ., 12t Asti 17. 24-26, Eph.1.15-2",
Heb. 13. 6
Notes on Memorized Verses.
PSALM 119,
Many, doubtless, will welcome the opportunity f

revising the memorizing of this precious Psalm. May
those who have not attempted it before, commence now.
It will never he regretted. .\ few simple thoughts arz
appended. )

9. A word to the young. The world through which
you pass is defiling. Take the Word of God us vour
companion and counselior. 10, Does the heart fear to
wander ? 11, The Word in the hemt leaves no room
for sin. 12, Praise nrecrdes praver. 13. Prayer precedes
proclaiming. 14, The -<way of Thy testimonies the truo
riches and rejoicing. 15, ** Meditate ” and “ Took at
(lit.). The eyes and she Teart (see Eph. 1. 1d).
16, T will delight. T will not forget, Cause and effect ?

17, On His bounty we depend for life and obedience.
18, Only by His revealing can we see truth. 19, A
stranger ! Ave you and 1 thus ?  Then God wih not
hide His commands. 20, Oh! for such longing. Ii,
P’ride always leads to error. 22, ** Remove, ' but we
may have to await ** That Day.” 23, A happy utic,
* Thy cervant”; how much better than ' princes.”
24, God’s words give both pleasure and counsel. Human
counsel is oft faulty and discouraging. 25, Comparc
Eph. 5. 14. We need awaking and reviving., 26, God
hears contession. God will teach the repentant. 27,
* Make me "—a true prayer of dependence. The sequel—
“wu shall 1 talk.” The theme—** Thy wondrous works.
Bicst humility, blest employment. 28, Compare verse 27,
and see Cor. 12. ¢, 10. 29, Remove the way, not merely
the thing. ** Grant “—dependence on grace. 30, puryose
of heart. The way (cf. and contrast v. 29). 31, Compar
Aets 1. 23, 32, 1 will run . . . because (lit.). 33, Note
again, ‘' the way of.” ‘' 1 shall keep,” fruit of Divine
Teaching. 34, ' Understanding,” a Divine work. 39,
“ Guide me” (lit.); a lToved path (cf. Prov. 2. 10
3. 17). 36, *‘ Incline,”” because covetousness is nalural,
and love of the truth spiritual. 37, How much sin is
caused by what is seen! 38, ¢ Raise up '’ (lit.) that is
let the Word be living in the experience. 39, The discipl:
knows ** reproach,” even as his Master (cf. Ps. 69.
7, 20). 40, Behold, for God sees and knows. ‘* Quicken,™
here and elsewhere, means ‘‘to keep or preserve alive or
dgive life."" 41 *“ Thy mercy shall come.” ’Tis salvation
(cf. Titus 2. 11). 42, “ And T will answer . . . for I
trust *’ (sce 1 Pet. 3. 15). 43, ° My mouth,”” suggesting
“ food,” also ‘‘ witness.”' 44, And 1 will keep, becausc
of the right use of the Word. 45, And 1 will walk in
the wideness (lit.) Ps. 18. .0, 118. 5. No liberty like
that of the saved one. 46, Cf. v. »3 and Luke 22. r12-14.
47, 48, Loved commands, because their Giver loved.
19, God remembers (cf. Gen. a. 15). His word the ground
nf hope. 50, A quickened one can endure affliction.
51, 52. 'Tis a trial to he derided, but judgments of old
are remembered. God will recompense. 53, Horror!
An almost forgotten word in such a connection, although
such forsaking is now so common. 54. God’s commaniis
not gricvous, but ‘‘ Psalms” to His pilgrims. 55,
56, The name remembered. ‘° This was to me because.”
Note, this section begins with the Lord remembering the
saint and closes with the saint remembering the FLord.
37, My portion -ce Lam. 3. 24), my purpose. 58, Grace
te one who seeks His face. 59, Right thoughts on ono’s
ways lead to walking in the right wav. 60, Spirituality
evidenced by alacrity. 61, Despoiled of goods (Heb.
10. 31) but not of Divine ‘ruth. The believer walking
with God would lose everything but fellowship with the
Truth. 62, “ At midnight 7 (see Acts 16, 25, also Mgt
25. 6) 63, Companionship not with ‘“ men.” but a«
enjoined in 2 Tim. 2. 22. 64. Mercy’s fulness here an!
now, but what of ‘“ That day’ ? (Hah. 2. 12). 65, 66,
“ Thou hast ”* (past) ** Teach me * (present). The saint’s
argument for a continuance of mercy. 67, The “happiness’
of chastening (see Heh. 1>, z-r1). 68, “ Good Thou art
and doiny good. Our unchanging God (cf. Tames 1. 17}
69. Obedience to God despite the fulsity of men.

Praise is not a mere effort it is an overflow,
a living evidence of living love within.

P W.H.
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