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‘“ Seeing we have this ministry

. .. . we faint not.”
2 Cor. 4. 1.

“ The Lord thy God, He will go over hefore
thee,™ Dewteronomy 31, 3.

Far years gone by we praise Thee, heavenly
Father 3

For years to come we ook alone to Thee

We walk by faith, O God, amd we  would
rather

So walk, than o'en to-morrow’s pathway see,

We look to Thee Who goest on before us @
May, we abide in Christ, our living Lord,
Thy wings of love and merey spreading o’er us,
Fa light our path,— Thy precious written word,
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9 THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

Words of Encouragement.

A new issue means @
new opportunity, a new
day brings a new oppor-
tunity. To the child of
God all “‘circumstances’’
are our Father’s new messages. *' Chance ? "
—There is no such thing. Our God has @
purpose. And ‘‘ circumstances '’ cannot be out
of date ; they must be just now. Thus He
speaks just while we receive them. He s
never forgetting us. The same living interest
is seen in God's present use of His wards :
“ Man shall’ not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God » (Matt. 4. 4). And *‘the man,’’ the
perfect lord Jesus, the Second Man, thus
welcomed, and never complained of, every word
of Scripture, and ecvery experiepce of life.
And these pages are to encourage such a view
of daily circumstances, one and all sanctified to
our responding hearts. How different the
world’s theory of ‘‘ weather,”” ‘ unkind actions
of others,”” ¢ physical trials.”” Some se¢ mere
happenings, others grumble ; saints learn and
praise,

‘‘ Let patience have
"her perfect work,”

(Jas. 1. 4).

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66. 18,

Only those ‘‘IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
wccording to Hebrews 10, 22, can “ CONTINUE ” in
praver, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
CIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.

‘“ Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My
Name ; ask, and ye shall receive that your
joy may be full.”’ John 16. 24.

t. For those in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim, 2, 1),
The times are solemn: our ‘ politics *’ remain
heavenly (* citizenship,” Phil. 3. 20), but our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10).

Israel—scattered, peeled, confused-—that God
may see in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isa. 62. 6, %), and that Psalm 122, 6 and
Jeremiah 51. 50 may be a reality to us,

>, For

For God's blessing in families (‘‘ Thou and
house '’), and that many * little ones ™
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).

aged believers, that Isaiah 46, 4 and Psalm

92. 14 may be realized,

troubled’ China, and the trials of God's servanis
in that land.

the l.ord’s work entrusted to us, in this and
other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and litera.
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (l.ebanon),
F. A. Franco (Argentine and around), Paul
Rosenberg  (Uruguay,  Brazil, ete)), H. A.
Werner  (Germany).”  Continue to  pray for
the l.otd’s enabling, if He will of additionn!
fellow-workers for S. America,

saints on the Continent, and their many diffi
culties.

%, The international situation, remembering Matt. 24. 6
and Luke 21. 19.

“ If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in

you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be

done unto you.” John 15, %,
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5. For

6. For

7. For

Poems to Help Christian Experience:;l7|.
“In Whom we have redemption through His

blood, the forgiveness of sins . . . For by Him
were all things created . . . and for Him.”
Col. 1. 14-16.

O Everliving Father,
There is no God before Thee.

In realms above, in rev'rent love,
Unnumbered hosts adore Thee,
Unceasingly ascribing
The glory e’er pertaining

To Thee alone, From Thy pure throne
Al things Thou art sustaining.

It was at Thy commanding
All things sprang into being—

All things that be, the things we see,
And those beyond our seeing,
The morning stars together
Sang forth their adoration ;

"Twas their delight, O Infinite,
Author of all creation.

In light that none approacheth,
In glory that excelleth—

Eternal Day—Thou hast Thy way,
And there Thine honour dwelleth,
Thou Who art high exalted,

In habitations holy,

Yet Thou art kind, and hast in mind

The needy ones and lowly,

Our Father, from Thy presence,
For us and our salvation,

Came forth Thy Son, Thine Holy One,
Head of Thy new creation,
He unto death obedient,
His precious blood outpouring,

Brought us to Thee, that we might be
Thy sons, Thy Name adoring.

E.R.



THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

SYMPATHY.

'l‘HE word is.a beautiful one. Its derivation
is * feeling together.”*  To be cold and
unfeeling is sinful: and isolatedness. with
self-interest must gricve the Holy Spirit, Whose
emphasis on  ‘‘ communion '’ is so precious.
But do we realize all that true * sympathy *
means. Do we know cven a small part of this
privilege in our cxperience 7 Our beloved
Lord was ‘“ moved with compassion’ : are
we ?  His character is wondrously seen in
John 11, How fittingly too is the very word
"syrflpathize " found in Hebrews 4. 15 to
describe our Tord, and to encourage our prayer-
ful confidence—and our felt needs. How often
do we all misuse common expressions 7 We
say, “ T am so glad,” *“1 am very sorry,’’—.
dmto are we ? © When we write the words
‘Vkicase accept my sincere sympaihy,” do we
finiv" what we put into words ? ** Sympathy **
1o t natural, in its falness: it must be super-
vnatrr 1. To “ feel with " we must have a rich
ex; ncrience. Learning by suffering is precious,
bt painful (Heb, =0 B The  command 1o
s~wppathize is found in 1 Peter 3. 8 in a letter
whhnich shows the ** fierv trial ** of saints, and
he record of living and loving sympathy is
.sune in Hebrews 10, 34, where it scems clear
tthattihe Holy Spirit indicates how such an atti-
tiude may be gradually less manifest, and the
cheacter  deteriorate, with less thoughtful
leantecrness than when we first knew the Lord.
TF fieere is not fruit there is arrested growth,
ii -we do not go forward, we backslide, But
auredty our heart’s wish is 1o love more, rot ‘ess,
Do ‘we not need to prav for grace to ‘* enter
into ™ the conditions and trials of others that
we muty bear their burdens (Gal, 6. 2), though
we do not have the same path to tread our-
sclves P Thus shall we both hear and forbear.
and Ephesians 4. 1 will not remain as a dead
letter in our life. How blessed it is to look to
God for all grace; moreover, sympathy is often
seen hest and valued in little things. Thev mav
turn the whele course of a life. And loving
silence can mean more than words.  But a
mannerism may undo the kindest intention—and
a brusque hurriedness defeat the very object of
a visit.  The graciousness of manner of saint-
ship is much more needed: I reed it, do not
you also ?  And, again, to express sympathy in
words is not always sympathy. Some tempera.
ments may be led thus to more sclf-occupation,
and even despondency.  They should be
encouraged and stimulated, vet how tenderly
and tactfully else are they repelled,
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~Beyond natural knowledge, we seek Divine
wisdom to discern cach chatacier and then o
act in the Holy Spirit’s gift of unassuming
loveliness of disposition to the glory of God and
the joy and help of fellow saints.

. Compassion "' is exactly the same
** Mideid "' In German,

Latin, and

in

“Thy Words were Heard."”

Daniel 10, 12,
IT is blessed to know that prayer is not speak-
ing into the air, ** If we ask anything accord-
ing to His will, He heareth us: and if we krow
that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know
that we have the things asked that we have asked
of Him ' (1 John 5. 14, 15). A man of prayer
is a man of vision, a man of sinple faith, a man
of restful confidence.  Worry Dbelongs to  the
prayerless, and anxicty is a sign of little faith,
God is worthy of full confidence, not of half,

In the chapter before we read concerning
Daniel, “*At the beginning of thy supplications
the word came forth, and I am come to shew;
for thou art o man of desires (God's desires) :
therefore understand ™* (Dan. g, 23). This is
the same emphasis, * From the first day "' says
10. 12, ‘‘ thy words were heard." There was n
definiteness, ** Thou didst set ": an inwardness,
“ thine heart,” a Divine work in the yielded
mind, ‘*to understand '*: 4 humiliation, *' 1o
chasten thyself ' 1 a realization of God and of
personal relation to Him, ** before thy God.”
May cevery word appeal to our hearts, Uns
answered prayers are the result of our unreadi-
ness 1o receive God's answer,  We doubt, we
forget. We * ring off,”" we go away, or we wish
with wrong molives, or the vessel is not clenn
enough to receive the blessing aright,— or we
should lose our balunce and be puffed up if it
were ours. God has not failed, we have, May
all be in a condition to pray aright and to use
aright to His glory and thus in the Holy Spirit,

“Three weeks of days™ (Dan. 10, 2) had
God's servant waited. The emphasis on *‘days’’
is important, Each one was marked by continu-
ance of preparation. At fhe appointed time the
vision came. Daniel did not act prematurely as’
Saul. The refining was a true blessing, and he
was not put to shame—God is never late, Do
not look 1o natural .ppearances, nor be  dis-
couraged, “ Fear not, Danicl.”! Gad delights 10
draw out IHis people's living confidence, to the
establishing of their living joy in Iimself.



4 THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS.
“Where fell it,? »

1 AVE you ever seen a picce of iron swim ?
B “ No, that could not bd,” you reply.
3 I have never seen such a thing,” says another.

Ncllhlcr has anybody clse,” says a (hird.
Bhit wall 5 is not that going too far # I one
had lived on the carth since man was made until
now, and had been everywhere in the world, we
might listen to what he had to say. But because
you and I have not seen iron swim, it does not
follow that nobody has. H we only believed
what our cyes had seen; we could not trust wha.
our parents have told us, and that would be
wrong,

Many hundreds of years ago, before the Lord
Jesus lived on this carth as a Man, a company
ol young men and boys, called ' the sons of
the prophets ' lived togrether in one house ai a
place near the River Jordan.,  There they so
grew in numbers that the house was soon oo
small for them. They came then to a prophet,
called “* The Man of God,” and said, * Let us
go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence
every man a beam, and let ts make us a place
there, where we may dwell,” e said, ** Go

ye.'' But one said, ** Be content, 1 pray thee,
and go with thy servants.”  He said, ** 1 will
go.”’

Two good things we see in the ways of these
young men. Virst, they would not act without
asking  the man ol God."” Seccondly, they
wished him to be with them, Thus they were
happier than if they had gone without his advice
and 'without his presence.  And, dear young
friend, never he ashamed 1o scek the advice and
guidance of your parents and teachers. In «o
doing you will he wise and happy now ; -and
in the coming days, you will be very glad to
have had such training.  Your own character
will be stronger, and others will ook up to you.

The work of cutting down trees for the new
house began.  How pleasant to see this cheery
company working in the open .air, each one
doing his part and all working together, and
happy in having with them their best friend on
carth ! Their young voices, mingling with (he
ring ol their axes, sounded through the wood,
and then would be heard the crash of a tree as
one and another was felled.

Suddenly, there is another sound-——a heavy
splash, followed by a crv.  An axe-hend has
'I:‘qllcn into the water, and gone from sight.
Fhe young man using it is “very upset,"’ as
we say, because it had been lent to him. There

e

are three things, 1 think, which made him cry
out, ** Alas! Master.” T

(1) What he lost was not his own.

(h) How could he face the friecnd who lent
him the axe ?

(c) He could not now help in the work.

Would it not be a happy thing if all people
awere as tender about borrowed things ? But
I want to remind you that youw arc not your
own,  God made you aund has a right over you,
but, like the axe-head, you are lallen and lost.
Are you troubled about this 2 Do you think
vou can work for God now, and face Him in
**that coming day,”” unless you have been
“ found,” and brought back to God, How can
that be ? ' you ask.

Let us read on. ‘ The man of God said,
““ Where fell it 2 And he shewed him the
place.  And he cut down a stick, and hi¢ cast it
in thither 3 and the iron did swim.” < \
miracle,’” you exclaim.  Of course ; it waq
GOD’S work.

But this is a picture of a far greater work.
The branch that was cut off from a living tree,
was then no longer living. It reminds us of
the Lord Jesus, Who was ‘ cut ofl out of the
land of the living  (Isa. 53. 8), when He was
crucified. " * Messiah shall be cut off, but not
for Himself ' (Dan, g. 26), The casting into
the water tells of Him Who went under all the
wives of God’s anger, in the stead of poor
sinners 5 and, as it wis cast into the very place
where the axe-head fell; so the Lord Jesus came
into the world, where man fell, and took their
guilty place. Was not that loving and merci-
ful on His part ?

Ah! What a relief to that dear young man
to hear those words, ‘* Take it up to thee.”
Yes, but nothing to the relief of mind a sinney
knows, when- God says, ** Thy sins be forgiven
thee'

If the axe-head could have spoken, it would
have said, ' 1 was lost, but have been found.
I was buried in the dark waters, and useless.
But now I am in the hand of one who can use
me. How glad T am.”

“* He sent from above, He took me, He drew
me out of great waters ' (Ps. 18, 16).

Thus can testify every saved person, youny
or old, all because *“ Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners ' (1 Tim. 1. 15).

Dear boy or girl, are vou saved, and in }hC
hand of God, to be used by Him for the build-
. A 5
ing of His house : £K.

Read 2z Kings 6. 1-7.



THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

DENTS cprpriRE
S 1

ECCLESIASTES.

An Answer to some criticisms,

It scems clear that the criticism of the articles
on Ecclesiastes aims particularly at proving the
book is nut what God has inspired as its descrip-
tion and claim.

Emphasizing ** vanity of vanities,” it is said
to be research (1. 13, 8. 17), and that of a
man (2. 12). It emphasizes not knowing (6. 12). ®
In its wisdom there is grief (1. 18), the crooked
caniot be made straight (1. 135), and there is
nothing better than God's prov'dentinl gifts in
nature—ceating and drinking (2, 24). There is
no claim to revelation, but the reverse. How
diffierent is the blessing when the crooked is made
straight in the ** salvation of God " and when
His “* glory " is revealed (Isa. 10. 3-4, Luke
3. 5-6). In “* the treasures of wisdom ** and
“ of knowledge ' in Christ Jesus (Col. 2. 2-3),
there is no vanity of vanities, but a new sun.g,
the song of songs indeed.

The parallels from Job, too, are rather evidence
against the purpose \\'i}h which they are
employed.  For  Job's friends are rebuked
they were not prophets.  And Job is not com-
mended for his words, until (condemning them)
(Job. 40. 3-5. 42. 3) he uttered the thing that
was right concerning God “(Job. j2. 8). It is
deeply important to accept God’s own declara-
tion as to the words He has revealed in Holy
Scripture, for He has given even those of Satan
in Genesis 3, and Job 1. (Surely He will not fail
to explain, if we by grace, seek humbly, more
than ever, the opened cyes, ears and hean.
Contrasted with those of Isracl (Isa. 6. 10) may
this be the fruit of this study in the experience
of the readers as well as of the writers, the one
criticized and those criticizing, to His glory.

We would also urge a fuller care in the
accurate use of words, and with regard fo
inferences. For example, “* the immortality of
the soul ' is opposed as if we used such words.
Immortality we find in Scripture, applied to a
right condition and glory, and thus associated
with men only when redeemed and glorified as
"o the h?dy. Hence it is easy to attack * the
immortality of the <oul " of sinners, for the
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word has nothing to do with this, or with the
solemn state of the ungodly after death. I
anyone said that we believed in the glory of
the stnner's soul, all would at once see how
inadequate this was as an answer to the Scrip-
ture testimony of abiding  judgmment on the
unbeliever. It is essentinl 10* avoid loose think-
ing.

In like manner, the usual reasoning that the
devil’s ** Ye shall not swrely dic " is, by so
many, said 1o be perpetuated by the testimony
as to the continuance of God’s judgments, The
repetition of this scems to the writer a strange
evidence of the way we all tend to ** copy "'
others.  There is no parallel between the devil's
promisc of life and advantages on the one hand,
and the carnest warning as 1o existence under
righteous wrath, on the other hand.  Far from
being  paraliel, they are absolute  contrasts,
There is no indication in Scripture  that  the
sinner ceases from his awful character, or that
his “* last ™" sin (as annibilation would ussume)
is without conscious  punishment ;| morcover
the context in Genesis explains that ** death "’
is not to be explained as many explin it, ** In
the day that thou eatest ' makes clear that
Adam  was morally dend, dend from God's
standpoint  while  walking  this  ecarth  nine
hundred and thirty  yenrs, even as we  were
“dead in trespasses and sins ' oand * she thad
liveth in pleasure is dead white she liveth.”
The Holy Seriptures contain many words  that
human  reasoning  misapplies, and God's own
words alone give the key 3 The Lord our God
is ‘" Onc "—Christ's Sonship does not invali-
date His Deity 3 They ** saw " the God of
Isenel, we read, vet John 1, 18 stands 3 ** from
everlasting ** does not imply God had o begin-
ning—nor does the fact that God is the First
and the Last exclude the cternal blessedness of
saints,  who are alwavs  created  beings and
never to be absorbed in His Deity, The natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God ¢ we need ta how the hend and heart, nnd
worship 1 we need o be praverful and thought-
ful regarding God's chosen wording. The flesh
and human logic must not intrude or assume.

The manusecript of the foregoing was found
among his papers after the ** falling asleep ' of
our late dear brother, Mr. Percy W. Heward.

NOTE TO OUR READERS,

There are yet several articles by the lnte Edior, Mr,
Percy W. Heward, ready for inscertion In the mngazines.
Those not initinlled nre from his pea, ** He being demt
yet speaketh,”



THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. .

The covering of sisters in prayer
to God.
The silence of sisters in the
assembly.

Notes on 1 Corinthians 11, 1-16 ; 14. 32-40.
Also 1 Timothy 2. 1-13.

The first passage deals with brethren being
uncoyered, and  with  sisters being  covered,
when in prayer 10 God.  The second passage
is with regard to sisters being silent in the
assembly, Whatever the  right  teaching,
striking parallels will be noted. In verse 3 of
chapter 11, the apostle ** would have us know "’
these things,

Firstly, we have in both passages a relerence
to ‘‘ all the churches,’ implying (hat the due
order was recognised. ‘““ We have no such
custom (i.e., sisters without a covering) neither
the churches of God " 1 Cor, 11, 16, *‘ As in
all churches of the saints ' 1 Cor. 14. 33, (i.c.,
with regard to the gifts and their exercise in
the assembly).

It was not left (o the individual 10 decide as
to what he or she thought or felt. If any
thought that they were spiritual (14. 37), they
were to acknowledge that the things written by
the apostle were the commandments of the
Laord.

Secondly. The offending against the teaching
of the apostle implicd shame, (deserved  re-
proach) in both passages. .

Uf 3t be a shame for a woman Lo be
shorn or shaven (the very thing Rome
does), let her be covered ' (11, 6),

“If a man have long hair, it is a shame
unto him ** (11, 14).

“ Tor it is a shame for women to speak
in the church " (14. 35).

The strong wording will give us earnest
destres to seck 1o know the Lord’s will lest we
unwittingly offend.

Thirdly. Both passnges end with o similar
affirmation.

‘““1f any man scem to be conientious, we
have no such custom, neither the churches
of God ™ (11.16) (i.c., the contending onc
would not affect the due godly order).

“If any man be ignorant, let him b
ignorant '’ (14, 38) (i.e., if wilfully ignor-nt,
and would not hearken, he would be left
in his ignorance),

With regard to the teaching itself, the ease
of the brother scems clear.  In prayer, or when
prophesying, if his head is covered he dis-
honoureth his head.  ““ A man indeed ought not

to cover his head forasmuch as he is the imagr
and glory of ‘God ' (11. 7). The implicatio
is, that if a covering 1s worn, this would be
removed, in prayer to God.

With regard to sisters, the parallel is, that
in prayer to God she ought to be covered (the
recasons are stated)*. If uncovered, she dis<
honoureth her head, and it is as if she were
shorn, but it it is a shame (and it is, 11. 6) for
a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be
covered.

A difficulty is felt by some because v.15 states
that a woman’s long hair is given her for n
covering, and therefore it is thought that an
additional covering is not necessary. In effect
the thought is—If 1 have long hair 1 am
covered sufficiently in God’s sight, Only if Y
am shorn am | uncovered.

Is this, however, the teaching of the whole
passage? Firstly, if this was so, would we not
have to acknowledge that it would suffice for
the due order if a brother had short hair even
though his head covering was not removed
Secondly, an additional covering to the sisters's
head of long hair must be implied in verses g
and 6 (1 Cor. 11). If a sister being shorn or
shaven was the only state of being uncovered
when in praver to God, the apostle could not
say ‘* If a woman be not covered let her also,
i.e., in addition thereto, be shorn,”” for she
would already be in that state.

Thus the apostle labours at length to give
the right order in the assemblies ; that which
is fitting and decorous in the sight of God, and
before angels, and he refers to nature itself as
also  witnessing  to this relative distinction
between the sexes.

As sisters were prohibited from prophesying
in the assembly, the injunction as to covering
the head would cxtend to other spheres of
service and worship besides the assembly.

As we know, the covering of the head has in
a great measure been observed in, Christian
assembly throughout the ages, although modern
thought and fashion, and sometimes falsely
suggested, ** liberty of the' Spirit,”” would seek
to set the Lord’s will aside, or minimise its
importance.

With regard to the silence of sisters in the
assembly, ““ Let your women keep silence in the
churches ” (14. 24), the word silence is the sam¢
word as in verse 28. ‘‘ If there be no inter-
preter, let him keen silence in the church ' (i.e..
the one concerned was not to deliver “h’-“
message in tongues), Verse 34 also adds, t
is not permitted unto them (i.e., the women) 10

speak.”



THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE,

Does not 1 Tim. 2. give like instruction ?
Here prayer is enjoined when saints meet
together, and after specifying those for whom
prayer is to be made to God, the apostle
continues v.8, ‘1 will therefore that the men
pray cverywhere, lifting up holy hands, without
wrath and doubting.”” He then instructs the
women as to their part in like picty—their quict
behaviour and modest apparel, and says that
they are to learn in silence with all subjection.
He would not suffer 4 woman to teach, but to
be in silence (the reasons are stated).*

The relative spheres of duty and privilege
well pleasing to God, of brethren and sisters,
are thus emphasised for our true dignity and
glad obedience,

R.LL.W,

*The reasons for covering and for silence refer back fto
creation—from the beginning (1 Tim. 2). It was
no arbitrary arrangement, or merely local.

The Kingdom That is NOW.
rightly pray, ** Thy kingdom come,’’ but

E

W a tendency exists to forget God's present
kingdom. The emphasis on the precious word,
“the church ” leads some to differentiate
““ kingdom truth,"" as if that word were inap-
plicable today. But Matthew 16. 18, 19 shows
the perfett harmony of the two words (note
Acts zo. 24, 25, 27), and a prayerful look at
the * kingdom ' in a concordance is de:ply
impressive.

There is clearly a twofoldness.  \We read.
* The kingdom of God is not meat and drink,
but rightcousness and peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit.” By God's grace we are now
‘ translated into the kingdom of God’s dear
Son " (Col. 1. 13), and Revelation 1. g illus-
trates, ‘* Your companion in tribulation, -and
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus,” whereas
in chapter 12, 10 we have ** the kingdom of our
God and the power.”” 1 Corinthians 4. 20
emphasizes  the prqscnmt_ aspect, and we are
helped by the Holy Spirit's distinguishing in
Acts 1. 3 & 6. Thanks be unto God, there is
also the future kingdom, to be inhcrited hy
those who are trulv sons, and thus heirs
(2 Thess. 1. 5, Heb. 12, 28, James 2. g).
Hence, the solemn warnings of the Holy Spirit
(1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, Gal. 5. 21, Eph. 5. 35).

It is precious to look forward, but let us not
forget the present also. We are made a
kingdom (Rev. 1. 6), and therein acknowledge
““the roval law according to the Scripture”
(Jas. 2. 8). Yet we are not *‘ under law,”” but,
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contrastedly, “‘ in a law to Christ," with His
will written on our hearts, so that the godly
order is not that of external military  power.
The present is o preparation for the future, an
anticipation and carnest of the {uture, for the
Lord’s people, and if they are faithful in that
which is least now they will be privileged 1o be
faithful in that which is much ** in that Duy."
John 8. 36 helps very (efinitely  with its
emphatic ““ but now." The present privilege of
those who now possess the Kingdom of the
heavens (Matt, 5. 3) is not to possess the earth
(that is future, **shall ' Matt. §. 5) but in
patience to possess their souls (Luke 21, 19)
and to live soberly, righteously and godly,
looking for that blessed Hope (Titus 2. 13).

“Not” in Romans 4. 19,
Colossians 2. 18.

']‘Hli Holy Spirit has many lessons for us, even
through the manuscripts of  Scripture
handed down before printing,  We know how
casy it is to make 4 mistake in writing, specinlly
transeription.  Man always fails.  Hehee varin-
tions do exist, If there were only two or three
manuscripts  we  should  have, i|'\docd, few
diversities, but should lack compirison. The
refreshing fact that there are so many more
copies (than of human hooks) means:
1) more variant readings
(b) ability to be morally, certnin_ what the
original was, in g% cases. Tl'w n(i\":'r-
tised objection—** many  variants =
tends to certainty,*'# .
In the above verses we have two uncertaintics.
It seems possible that g scribe inserted the
“not."  Rather ** he considered his own ‘hﬂd."
now  dead “—vet, weighing  all, he believed
God: ““ against hope believed in hope.”
* Intruding into  the things that he hath
seen ' Le,, a misuse of God's work in natur®s
i denial of simple faith, or a confidence I s
demoniacal visions.  In hoth cases observe t.h“'
these  readings  affect o point of doctrine.
Where God leaves us ypeertain, (in very €W
places), there is usually g spiritual lesson from
hoth sets of manuscriptg,  Here we see s
wisdom and His overpyling of the human
inclination  toinsert (o omit) according 1'0
human ** inference,” Bverything is in God's
perfect control, We praise. Him 1 .
*Why 2 11 a dictation exercige of five pyplls is Riven
me 1 shall probably know what the teacher Sitids

hecause writing errors ar, differents if of fifty upils
U shall have far fewer doubtful words remnining.
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1 Corinthians 8.

"MHE Holy Spirit  sometimes  emphasizes
spiritual teaching by words from the same

origin, in w way which, 1 think, no translation’

can reproduce.  In this chapter there are six
words [rom the root of *“ seeing,” and ** know-
ing " which occurs in our English ““ to wit,”’
and ‘* vision,”” and they arce found unitedly
fourtcen times. ¢

“ Things offered to ceen idols ™ is the first.
Then ** We have seen (and know} that we all
have knowledge.” A contrast thought here is
designed, and there is a holy rebuke. So in
verse 4, ‘' The eating of the things offered to
seen-idols: we have seen that' a seen-ido] is
nothing " (The unscen  cevil power working
therein is before us)  Verse 7 adds that some
** with conscience '’ e, *“ inner seeing " of the
seen-idol eat, ete., and this ** ioner seeing ' is
defiled.  Observe in passing, that conscience is
not God's voice, nor a standard, but a faculty
groen  (as  cyesight) which normally, has by
God's appmintment, a measure of accuracy in
discernment (vet lacks affection, and determina-
tion or will),  ‘“ If any onc see thee sitting in
a temple of a seen-idol, his inner seeing
will he built up (contrast 1) to eat things offered
to seen-idols,”  Henee the cruel wounding of
the weak *“inner secing ** of another. It is
plain that throughout, the apostle shows the
power of things seen, and the need of a life of
faith that does not desire the things of earth,
and indulgence, but has an inner looking off
to our Lord, to correct our oft misdirected {and
casily  weakened)  ‘“ insight.” How  helpful
may this all be in our present daily life, to lead
to the holy enjoyment of both 2 Corinthians
37 1R and 4. 18 as a practical experience.

‘““ By the grace of God, T am, what [ am.”
1 Corinthians 15, 1o0.

Thus waid o saint of old, and so may we;

Al saved ones are as one—-grace is so free.
Nothing we earned, and nothing but pure grace
Could give to sinners lost a henvenly place,

"Tis by the gruce of God we are redecmed,
"lis by His love that we His love esteemed,
"Tis by His grace that simple faithy is shown,
"Tis not of works, bt from THmsel alone.

Sich grace ealls forth our gratitede and pritise,
We dove to do_ His will, and seek Hig ways,
Grace is (he root, obedience fruit indeed—

A living service from the living ceed.

O for more love to Him Who Joveth us!

We elnim His promise, worily Him thys ;
And. when we Tabour, service e'en makes known
That grace enables, 'tis His grace we own,

“I will Make Him My Firstborn.”

PSALM 89. 27 sets forth God’s wondrous plan
) for David, and for Israel. It is beautitul
to see His sovereign and unchanging purpose,
and to kuow He will fulfil this to .Davnd
personally (Jer. 30. 9, Hos. 3. 5). Again and
again we sec that resurrection is the key*to the
Old Testament. The same thing is true of the
promise to Abraham personally, not only to his
sced (Gen. 15. 15, with 13. 15). Thus, more-
over, the word ‘' firstborn’’ is explained.
Jeremiah 31. 9 illustrates further, and shows
the blessing to both parts of the nation—for
David was of Judah, Thus Caleb and Joshua
represented  Judah  and  Ephraim (Ezek. 37,
19-22). .

And, beyond David, we sce One Who was
David’s Lord as well as David’s Son (Matt.,
22. 41-45), Who is the root of Jesse, as well as
a Rod and Branch from his stem and roots
(Isa. 11. 1, 10). And He is *‘ the Firsthorn
from the dead ™’ (Col. 1. 18), and sha|) reign
over Israel.  Thus resurrection is hefore us, as
in the Psalm, and the Lord Jesus is seen as ip
Psalm 2. 7. How wondrously is Scripture
intertwined.  And the Lord Jesus does not will
to be alone, but to have His redeemed (John
17. 24).  Hence they are called * the church
of the firstborn ones ’’ (Heb. 12. 23). \What
light this sheds on the Passover. * And we-
realize the solemn contrast for Egypt (Heb.
11. 28) and for those outside Christ today, W,
neced to warn souls, :

But, though the days are solemn, there are
refreshments, God’s hand is not shortened,
And in the Day of the Lord there will be the
blessing to the spared ones of Israel, ¢ven all
of them (Jer. 50. 20, Isa. 6o. 21) and likewise
many from the nations (Isa. 2. 2). Indeed the
words  “* firstborn * and  “* fiestfruits »* (Jas.
1. 18), imply this fuller unveiling of God’s
grace, in ‘‘ that blessed Hope.” But there is
no universalism cven then (Ps, 18, 44, margin):
the close of the Millennium (Rev. 20. 8, 15)
marks out there is no hope outside of a personal
velation to the Lord Jesns Christ. How blessed
to be a child of God, and to realize the words
in the power of the Holy Spirit ‘“ That He
might be the Firsthorn among many brethren
(Rom. 8, 29, Heh, 2. 12),

Our physical limitations do not limit God. but
our excusing of sin hinders our privilege of
being used by Him because He has emphasized
the cleanness of the vessel, not its size.
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Joseph a Beloved Son.
No. 13

The tme had now come for the revelation any
reconciliulion so  fervently .uesired by joscpii.
Judah’s impassioned plea for Benjamin, and the
confession of guilt were thuse cvidences ol a
breaking down for which he had waited; and
to which all his wise dealings were directed,

But there was more than this on the part of
the brethren, as may be gathered from the
words of their spokesman ; a tender 1egard lo.
the aged father, and fear of the effect upon him
spould his  youngest son not be lowed  to
return, scem to be manifest (Gen, g4, 31, 34)-
This softening was indeed a contrast w their
callous conduct some twenty years ago ;  and
such is the effect of God's gracious working
vy His Spirit when He convicts of sin and s
leading  to repentance, Not only is there a
deep sorrow, but there is a change of mind and
attitude, shewn in a  diffierence of behaviour,
both toward God and toward men.  Gone is (he
self-confidence, pride, and disregard of others.
The convinced sinner not only feels him-clf 1o
be unfit for God’s presence, but also for- the

company of Christianns.  If he  has wronged
others, thaty o, s a burden, though indeced,

he has Lo confess, ** Against Thee, 1hee only,

& 1 sinned ' (Ps. 51),

As to Judah, the sell-appointed surety (Gen,
44- 32), we arc rcmindcd‘ by the words of rverse
33 of One Who was a Surety indeed, \Who did
offer Himself **in the stead of ™ others, and
Whose offering has been accepted. ' Lt the
lad go up with his brethren,” is a faint ccho
of the words, T have told ye that I am He:
if therefore ye seek Me, let these go their way
(John 18. 8).

The earnest pleading of  Judah melted the
heart of the loving brother ; his love was neve
in doubt, but the brethren knew nothing of the
workings of his heart, of the emotions he so
skilfully concealed from them.  And, beloved
reader, how little we know ol the loving heart
of our ever-gracious God. He desires our
reconciliation to Him, as Joseph longed for his
brethren to be one with him.

“Then Joseph could not reffain  himsell
before all them that stood by him, and he eried,
Cause cvery man to go out from me. And there
stood no man with him, while Joseph made him-
self known unto his bhrethren. And he wept
aloud ’ (Gen, 45. 1, 2). Notice, Joseph and
his brethren were alone, and it was he who
revealed himself. Who else could have made

him known, and who can reveal the Lord Jesus
o it boubled soul but Hunseil ¥ ana e soul
1s alone with God when such o revelition s
graciously given, although there may be othas
nean ad the tme. On the day of Pentecost, cac.
person of those three thousiand under conviction
of sin was the subject of an individual work of
grace.  Each was alone with God, Who had an
mierest in cach.

Juseph's  brethren were
m.ug'in) at  his presence. One  whom
thought was dead s alive. And is it ot @
solemn thought, that He Who became dead s
alive for evermuore. Death could not hold Him,
nor the grave retain® His  body, despite  the
scaling of the sepulehre.  In i day yet future,
Israel will look on 1im Whom they picreed,
and discover that the once-crucified Jesus is none
other than Messiah, the Lord of glory,  What
a solemn unveiling that will be, terrifying 1o
most, but bringing salvation 1o the eleet rem-
nant ol the nation!

“ Come near to me, 1 pray you,” said Joseph
to his shrinking brothers. * Come newr "'
delightful words of ivitation  and  encourage-
ment, such as the God of grace loves to speak
to a troubled sinner.  ** And they came oear.’’
* I am Joseph your bhrother.,”  Thus it was that
the Lord made Himsell known to Saul o
Farsus 3 1 am Jesus Whom  thou  perses
cutest, !

But  Joseph adds, ** Whom ye  sold
Egypt.”  That was their outstanding
unconfessed by them, but needing to be brought

(415:3-
they

* terribied M

into
sin,

Jto dighty in order that the reconcilintion might

be complete,  For what lasting peace could be
theirs if that remained hidden in the 1ecesses ol
their hearts ? o

Oh, what need is there for full vnnl'vsmun. andd
abandonment of sin in order that the conseienee
may have complete relief ! And how perleet is
the forgiveness and cleansing that God confers
beciuse of the precious blood of His Dear Son!
Thereby only can there be a ' purged - con-
science.*”’

In the case of Juseph and his brothers, n.ll
the grace is from his side. ** TTe kissed all his
brethren, and wept upon them 5 and after thal
his brethren talked qoith him.”' ‘Thus communion
follows reconciliation,

E.K.

O how great is God's condescension to lay
hold of a guilty sinner and make him, or her,
a membey of Christ.  The most repeated words
are often the least realized,
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“ WISHING.”

MMUEERE are many believers who have a desire

for victory to God's glory, How often
they sigh for this, They wish to live holy lives,
They are disappointed when defeated.  They do
conless the siny and pray to €God, and look up-
ward.  But when the temptation to a word of
temper or whatever it _may be, comes again,
they mourn that there is again a failure.  The
** wish * is at once repeated, but, the failure
is repeated as well, and their hearts become well
niph discournged, Will there be no deliverance?
Will victory never come?  What is the key to

the situation? ‘T plead for strength,”  they
say, " and yet the enemy scems to have power,
\Why?"

Let us all seek to he humbled, and 10 bear
one another's burdens, We have all had defeats
to confess.  But God’s grace is so gracious,
and unlimited. The fault is not in Him, but in us,
The Hul): Spirit indwells, and is mighty.
Wherein lies the failure? We call to mind tha
men of the world often ** wish " they could
give up this, or that, Thus we sce that » *'wish®’
is ot necessarily an evidence of spirituality.
We need to be definite as to this,  Let us seck
to he apen before God. Do we really desire
[lis own victory-—-or our own way of blessing?
Should we like to have the removal of tempta-
tion, or a miracle-victory, apart from our inner
conflict against  sclf. We  desire, often, to
receive the final triumph, but cling to the
attitude or actions which weaken us first, We
almost want our Father to make up for our
shortcomings in other things, and lct us have
our own way in them, and yet to grant us the
‘encouragement in the crisis. The Holy Spieits
control 15 not  acknowledged. We are ot
viclded. We offer God, as it were, a portion
instead of recognising that the whole s His.
How does God use our food, and meet cu” need .
in fhiealth?  Not by one meal, or arrungement
of one thing, but by " the continuance u‘I a
suitnbly proportionate diet. May it “Oht.,ibt So
spiritually? Do we  want victory, 7“’ })e we
negleet the early morning with Gol: 0 we
expeet enconragement i deliverance, Wh("‘ we
cling 1o our own wiay something else? It
is not the sice of the action that is ol primary
importance.  The principle involved is a simple
one.  You and [ belong to the Lord (1 Cor.
6. 20) and His will is 10 lu:,cpme ours, not as a
hard duty, but us & glad ‘Pf‘."[]"k'"- If we begin
with this, there are possibilities beyond caleula-
tion, in®the Holy Spirit.

Let us be honest and our

frank in all

(]L-;|li1|gs with our Father. [l.et us not “s}(
for His gracious control if we mean to limit
Him, and withhold something. 1 would
speak to myself as well as to others. Let it be
1epeated that we all find how easy it is to trust
God with a part of one’s life, and to be almqst
afraid to trust Him with all, lest His will
crosses ours in that which we desire. o
The apparent holiness of a good ** wish
may deceive us.  We may think we are mor¢
ready for His will than we are. We may eveh
commend ourselves for the * wish,”” and Iv'e':
hatl content to remain reconciled to **wishing
without “‘realizing,”’ and to go on month after
month, or cven year after year, longing for 4
higher level, yet unwilling (o pay the price, a4
it were, in the yielding of all to Him. 1 would
reiterate that we expect a work outside us, and
crisis, that velieves us of strain, instead 95
appreciating our Father’s correcting work in
us. Is it not the same with prayer? We some-
times pray for the gift of that which is helpful.
to avoid the trouble of personal godly activity-
We ask our Father to do the work for us,
instecad of being prepared for His enabling.
that we may do it in His power and way. )
that we may be willing for His graciou®
direction of all, and for the true ¢ leading
and ** leadership ** of the Holy Spirit, not un;_\'
4s to-one crisis action, when we feel our nee
but as to our whole life, when we do not fe

\
aur need.

ISRAEL'S YEAR.

Leviticus 23,

t;od shows His plan of wondrous . grace,
All history here unveils:

The lamb then slain had first the place—
Christ's precious blood avails,

The firstfruits on the first day shows
His resurrection might;

The saved one thus his Saviour knows,
Aad would in Him delight.

Next, Pentecost’s ** new offering '’ stands—
Chrint came His church to build,

Nis witness sent to all the lands,
As He in love hath willed.

The trumpet soon shall sound, and He,
Owr Lord, will come again.

And Terael’s tears, when 1lim they see,
Atonement Day explain.

The Feast of Tabernacles tells
Of tasting peace on earthy

Water, drawn from salvation’s wells,
Proves precious world-wide worth,

The ** cighth day " tells of time to come,
All ¢ ages ' Christ unveil,

And praisc will never hence be dumb,
Nor glory cver fail.
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A Word to the Unconverted.

' UNCONVER'I'ED.” What do you mean :
1 mean, are you a Christian ? You

reply, perhaps, as one did to a friend some
years ago, ‘‘ Ol course I am ; do you think
1 am a heathen ? »' In these casy-going days
of tolerance, however, people are not so indig-
nant  at any suggcsliun that they are nol
Christians. Some rather pride themselves on
being ** rebels.” Yes, and are not ashamed
to put such thoughts into words, though many
such would shrink froms putting them —info
practice.  Others, professing the ‘* Christian
religion ** would be deeply offended by their
being asked, ** Have you been con\'cr'ted 2"
Nevertheless, the question is pressing, and
you nced to be:greatly concerned, and con-
cerned NOW.  Christ said, ' Except ye be
converted and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.”' The
word ‘‘ not " is doubled to emphasise the im-
Ro,s?'b’m)'- He Who spoke those words is
Che Truth.”” Would He mislead ?
But what is it to he converted ? It is to be
turned.  Turned from what? Your self-
(‘Onﬁqe"“e’ self-love, self-complacency, sell-
sufficiency. Perhaps, in the realm of ordinary

(x\'er"’-dﬂy [hings’ yuu lnay fcd (-ompetc"l to
You have

;;:;;: evc_?l’ demand made upon you.
disci _well-trained,  educated, and are self-
ciplined. You feel in every way ofit.' ““Yet
alised

Om,: .thmg. thou lackest,”” You have no re
reldtlonshlp to God (i b at times you aré
uneasy, and con o HOUEH a ,', 4 stable
to So scious that you are accounti

vome-One, Perhaps God is speaking.

anlurles ago, some natives of Salonikit,
hearing (he Gospel of God from the lips ol
Paul, ““turned to God from idols
the Living and True God.” They were drawn
by Almighty power away from their soul-
enslaving,  unsatisfying religion, and wer¢
divinely attracted to His Beloved Son. Thence-
forward, they were among those that, * \.vml
for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised
from the dead, cven Jesus, Which delivered us
from the wrath to come.”’ Arc you converted?
Have you been turned to God ? Matt. 8. 3
Mark 10. 21, 1 Thess. 1. 9, 10

resurrection of Christ as a fact is
but we would also know the present
power thereof (Phil. 3. 10). It is well to r('mind
one another to emphasize His resurrection
more, in our preaching to saint and sinner alike.

The
glorious,

to serve’

11

The Words of the Lord Jesus
on the Cross.

His last rvecorded prayer:

** Father, into Thy hands | commend My
Spirit ' Luke 23. 40, )

last mentioned promise:

‘“Thou shalt be with Me in
Luke 23. 43.

His last commands (loving care for one another);

* Woman, behold thy son

* Behold thy mother ' John 1. 26, 27,

last reference to physical feelings:

“ 1 thirst ** (** that the Scripture might be
fulfilled '') John 19. 28, sce John %, 37.

His last question-—for our realization of the

His

Paradige

His

answer:

“ My God, My God, why hast Thou for-
saken Me ? "' Matthew 27. 46,
Ilis last proclamation—and triumph:
Iy is finished ' John 19, 0.

—
.

Suggested Daily Readings.
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Suggested Daily Readings
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10 | 64, 1-142 1. 16-27 10 22
11| a8, 1-12 2. 1-18 11 28
12 | 65, 13-28 2. 14-26 12 24
18 | 66. 1-11 8. 1.8 168. 1 25
14 | 00. 12-24 3. 0-18 2 28
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27| 6. 116 | &, | s | e
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I
Memorized Verses.

Notes on
. ISALALL 6o a3,

Heve ave four chapters, containing many  well-known
verses, dreating of God's promises to Isrnel—her future
restormtion, and - judgment in the day  of  vengeance,
These ure not matters of unimportanee 10 gs, who should
b onmong ** The Lord®s remembrancess ** (62, ¢ margin)
praving (or the * prace of  Jerasidem, "

ISATANT 6o

L2, ““God who commuandid light 10 shine out of
dirkness, ' alone will dispel by the advent of Messiah
the universal gloom i which the world will he enveloped.
Isrnel will e singularly blest, because enlightensd (v,
marging, - The veil shall be taken away, 3, Restored
Isvael will be as o tuminary (of, Phill 2. 1g) to the
preoples, 4, Not only Gentiles; but **sons " and
" odangbters,” T §, ¢ Feae ' oand ** enlargement * because
of G belng  for them, 4, 7, The world's wc-ullh.!’nr
them,  yer Tor His @lory and His altar (worship),  The
Temple” will be huill. 8, A thick cloud (? of ascending
offerings) also of, Gen, 80 g, 9, 10, ** Unto the Name, ™
 beeawse He hath glorified  thee oo 0 mercy on thee,”
I, 12, ¢ Kings " (see v. 30 10) shall serve, vyt refusal
Beads o perishing. 13, The beautitying of God's house
in a restored  Jerusalemy in Palestine, 14, An earthly

[ ——

city. 15, Yet once forsaken; now an Excellency and
juy. 16, A contrast to lsvael’s poverty and ignorance,
17, ** Peace,” ‘'‘ righteousness,” applied to persons. I8,
** Salvation,” ' Praise,” applied to places. 19, 20, The
sun  will still shine (ch, 3o. 26) but the Divine Light
mukes the sun and moon to be ashamed (ch. 24. 23).
21, 22, Righteous and strong ; the work of Geod's hand,
but in an appointed time.

ISAIAH 61.
I, 2, Read by the lLord Jesus (Luke 4. 18, 19) Who

omitted  the Jatter part of v. 2. Yet the ‘‘day of
vengeance ' will come, 3, That He may be glorified
(bo. 21).  Salvation, whether in this day, or ** that day,”

is for His glory (see Eph, 1). 4, Wastes and desolations
are not beyond God’s mower to reverse. He can restore
where e have to mourn a barrenness. 5, 6, Man's atti-
tude to lIsrael in ** that day.” The nation shall indeed
be the ** head ' and not the * tait” (Deut. 28, 13).
7, “ Double * (c. 40. 2). 8, 9, Grace and its fruit,
10, A song in that day, which the believer in this day
may sing also, because of imputed righteousness. 11,
Righteousness as o flourishing plant in the earth, to be
seen (cf. v. g).
ISAIAH 62,

condescension, The lord’s yearning over
2, A wvisible work of Ged. 3, A Divinely-
dignity. 4, Yet also a  Divinely-conferred
affection. A new name (see v. 2). The union of the
prople and the land. §, The blending of earthly ang
heavenly joys. 6, 7, A present call to prayer. Do we
obey 2 8, The Lord’s word and oath an incentive tn
pray. A fixed promise no hindrance o true prayer (cf,
Dan. g). 9 A restoration of temple worship, 10, The
people and the  peaples, Il, The Name of Messinh—
Salvation—Jesus, 12, They shall call (even the end or
the world, v. 11) thus compelled to agree with the lLord's
naming of His peaple,

“ISAIAH 6;3.

I, Edom. [dumea (see 34. 5, 6) Christ in judgment.
2, 3, The winepress (see Rev, 14, 20, 19. 11—15). This
is judgment, oot salvation, as' is  sometimes  wrongly
supposed. 4, A M day ” and a ' year " (sec 61. 2).
5, Christ alone in salvation,  Also ** all judgment com-

I, Divine
His Zion,
conferred

mitted unto the Son.” 6, The wrath of the Lamb,
710, A retrospective  view of God's  dealings W;_lh
lsrael,  Loving Kindoesses, ** Te becume a Saviour lor

them " (v. & margin). One with His people (Vj 9) yet
His Haly Spirit vexed (grieved) bringing His antagonism,
Let us be warned, remembering Eph, 4. 30, even .though
we have been sealed, 11, He romem_lwrvd. 12, H'ls own
wark. 13, His own gracious leading. 14, His rest-
giving. Al to make Himsell an f-vvrl.:nsling Name—2a
glorious Name.  Note the three-fold mention of the Holy

Spirit. 15, A prayer of the affticted reminant, 16, Qur
Father, not the plea of the Jews as in John 8. 33.
Our Redeemer,  of. ' me " in previous verse,

** Must ** and ‘' ought '’ have an ugly sound
to a wayward child, and a harsh tone to a
legalist, but there was music to the Lord Jesus
in the ** must ™ of His Father’s business (Luke
2. 49, John . 4). -
Correspondence from any Believers
61 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.y
Phone: Grangewood 4196. No telephoning on Lord’s Day

and Enquirers:—

Norman, Hopper & Co., I.td., Printers, Boleyn Castle, Upton Park, E.13.



FOUNDED
oy HE

PERCY W,
HEWARD

7 @m NTT i
Sm;gmﬁ N

oF @)

EDITED BY E KIikK

VCR‘ P’T‘UJREJ

MARCH, APRIL, 1949

FREE

Vol. 49. Nos. 3 & 4

SOME OF THE CONTENTS.

Page
1] looked, and, Lo! & Lamb" ... 14
« Understanding of the times " ., 15

« The child is not awnked '’ e 16
The dynamics of the Gospel 17
The mon who passed over.., 18
1 Let not that man think'! 19
-+ Ministering to them' ... o 20
Joreph... P)
Question and Answer 22
How much did it oost .. .. 43
Readings and Notes... 21

“For of Him and through Him,

and to Him are all things’
Rotn, 11, 80,

“ MY BELOVED,"
Song of Songs 2.

.
I st beneath the shadow
OF my bLeloved Lord,
And o'er my soul in hlessing
His  precious  peace He  poured:
His {ruit unto my palnte
Was sweet surpassing all
His words were gracious musie
Tnat did my wsoul enthral,

Amid the daily toiling,
The burden and the hent,
He hath In Jove provided
This holy, calm retreat
But I, ven 1 must seck Him,
And O, what wondrous grace,
My voice, He loves to henr 1t
He loves to see my (nee.
AW,
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Words of Encouragement.

Six epistles are addressed thus,
and others  equally  emphasize
holiness, It is delightful to realize
that the chosen word of the Cherubim and
Seraphim, the word descriptive of ‘‘ the Holy
One of Isracel *’ so frequent in Isniah, and of
the Holy Spirit in the New Testament, is the
description of saints.  We are not ** canonized ™'
after death, but now. ** Saint ' s not a title
for a few speciat believers to whom a day is
allotted, but God's own  description of  His
children, o affect their everyday  life to Ilis
glory.,  We ecannot be (oo thankful for the privi-
leges to which grace has brought us, nor for
the enabling which we continually receive, and
may cver appropriate in larger measure,  We
are ‘*in the world,” yet can be ** saints "' in
Colosse —~in London—in Paris—in New York—
in Australia. God is Real, grace is real. And
soon the words will sound forth, *° Gather My
snints together unto Mc ; those that have made
n covenant with Mc upon a Sacrifice.””  Here
the word *saint ”' s yet another, with «
reminiscence of Psalm 16, 10, and a call to decp
and true piety as a response to God's merey.
O that we may, like Enoch, walk with God.

* Saints.'’

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE,

Let us mark the limitations of P'salm 66. 18,

Only those *'IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to IHebrews 10, 22, can “ CONTINUE ” in
prayer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING» Coloasians 4, 2.

“ MHitherto have ye asked nothing in My
Name ;  ask, and ye shall receive that your
jov may be fall.” John 16, 24.

1. For those in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim, 2. 1.y).
The times are solemn: our * polities ' remain
heavenly (Y citizenship,” Phil. 3. 20), but our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10),

[sracl—scattered, peeled,  confused- that  God
muy sce in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isa. 62. 6, 7), and that Psalm 122, 6 and
lereminh g1, §0 may be a reality to us,
God's blessing in families (** Thou and
house '), and that many ** little ones
believe in Christ (Mat, 18, 6),

2. Fm

thy
may

s For

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

agud  believas, that  1saiah and  Psalm

2. 14 may be realized,

5§ For troubled China, and the trials of God's servants
in that land.

the l.ord's work entrusted to us, in this and
other lanas, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never settle
dowa or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
specinl remembrance of Stanley Duce (Lebanon),

4 For 40. 4

6. For

F. A, Franco (Argentine and around), Paul
Rosenherg  (Uruguay, Brazi), ete)), H. A.
«Werner  (Germany).  Continue  to  pray  for

the Lowd’s enabling, if He wili, of additionu!
fellow-workers for S. America.

7. For saints on the Continent, and their many diffi
culties.

K. The international situation, remembering Matt, 24. 6
and Luke 21, 19,

I ye abide in Me, and My words abide in

you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be

done unto you.™' John 15. 7.

Poems 1o iclp Christinn Fxperience. 172,

“ I'looked, and Lol a Lamb."” Rev, 14. 1.
1 looked - 0 happy day indead, when |

Could see, as in a vision, Christ my lord,
Fxtended on a eross, aplifted high,

Dying for me, enduring sin's  rewand,
1 saw, yet ‘twas within my mind 1 saw ;

No outward form appeared to carnal sight,
Yet, O how real! A Life without a flaw

Was yiclded up, mid darkness s of night,

* 1 looked, and Lo! a Lamb.”” One from above,
Whaose }ife unblemished, spotless, pure and true,
Was lived on carth, compassionate, in love
Moving mid men, yet loved by onty few,
I tooked, and lo!  The Lamb on Sion's mount
1 saw to he my Saviour, for 1 felt
My need of cleansing by His blood, Fhat fount
‘Availed for me, Such love my soul doth melt.

And when faith saw the nail-prints in His bands,
The markings of the thorns upon His brow,
My soul was knit to Him by love's strong bands,

For 1 am His; He claims me even now,
The Lamb on Sion’s mount was not alone ;
{Tis Own redeemed were: with the Saviour there,
Al ! shall 1 jein them round about His throne,
His Father's Name upon my (orehead bear ?

Am L oa vieging, pure and undefifed, ‘

Oae from the midst of men, redeemed from earth,
And by the blood of Jesus reconciled,

Partaker of a new, a heav’nly birth 2
O soul of mine, loak only to thy Lord ;

Doubt not His love, but doubt thyself indeed ;
Is Christ thy Life 2 He shall be thy Reward,
For He, by dying, met thine ~v'ry need.

Sprak to s praise ; let in thy lips no guile

Re found, and lwking in thy breast no wrong ;
Let no world-mingling hinder or defile ;-

Then shall thou sing with joy that glad “new song.”

E.K.



THOUGHITS FROM THE \WORD OF GOD.

* That had understanding of the times, to know
what lsraet ought to do.”’
1 Chronicles 12, 32,

ay

Ul-"l'i‘lN we ave been asked What is
the time? Looking at our watch, we
answered.  Possibly  the opportunity has been
used to add, ** It is ‘ime to scek the Lord '’
(Hosea 100 12). Redeemed  ones  delight to
speak of Ihm We may have remembered also
the words, ** It is time for Thee, Lord, to work,
for they have made void Thy law ™' (Ps. nio.
120),  In like manner, when asked the way,
we have not only directed nnghl but passcd
oA little message concerning Him Who s

‘the Way, and the Truth, and the Life "
(Juhn 14. 6), for, our hearts should be ready,
in scason and out of season, to ** buy up the
opportunity *' (Eph. 5. 16), reeollecting how
wondrously our Lord used the simple request,
** Give Mc to drink,” when repulsed, to make
manifest His grace.  We cannot be too alert
spiritually.

Do we really
that ** now *’
ive believed,

“ know the time,"” and realize
is our salvation nearer than when
and that ** this age ' will soon

pass, and the Lord  actually arrive, and ** the
Ford alone shall be exalted in that Day.””  A\re
we living near to Him? Do saints discern “the

signs of the times ' (Matt, 16, 3), or are we

olten blind to these, like those who know not
(s. 82. 5) 7 ‘There were many who ** knew
not until the flood came, and ook them all
away ' (Matt. 24. 39). 1t is blessed, indeed,
to have the eyves of the heart cnllglncmd We
remember men who 0 wist not that evil wis
around them, and they had no power 1o flee '
(.lm. 8.1y, 20), and Sumson wist not that his
strength departed when the Lord departed from
him.  Again others were amazed, for they saw
too late that evil was come upon them ™ (Jud.
20, g1)—in each case, 100 late. O that we may
warn sinners now, that they may flee from the
wrath to come, and seek the Lord aohide He
may  be found (Isa. 55. O)—flecing for refuge
1o the Hope set before us (Heb. 6. 18).  And
O that we who believe may seek a godly readi-
ness now for the Lord (Matt, 24, 42), stirred
and preserved  through his gracious warning,
*lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping ’
(Mark 13. 36\ as it was with the disciples in
the Garden of Gethsemane., If we ‘' know the
time " we shall immediately be concerned to
awake out of sleep, and ‘' be like to men that
witch for their lord,” though our Lord will not
return from the marriage, but welcome us into
the minriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19. g).

)

Iois Blessed 1o be a contrast with those who
* koew the times,”  or professed to be thus
wise, before o Persian king (Est. 1. 13), and
to stand before One Who has the ** times and
seasons ' in His own authority (Acts 1. 7).
He Himself is so glorious o Contrast with
antichrist  who thmks “to change times and
laws ** (Dan. 7. 25).  Our God nnd Father
does change **the dimes "' and  the seasons
(Dan. 2. 21).  We would henr the word at His
mouth and live to His glory, leeding upon His
every word (Matt, 4. 4), and then giving 1o

othees o warning from Him (Ezek. 33. 2). O
that  we may  henceforth ever he in living
carnest, “‘a  people  prepared  for the lLord"

(Luke v, 17).

“ Paith as a grain of mustard seed.”
Matthew 17, 20,

It is elear that s mustird sced wis known,
oven |)mvw|)|.||1\', as an example of thit which
was very small. Hence the Tord shows how
much is possible even when fuith is not great,
‘I'his humbles us, ns we readize that our faith
has often been less than ** very small,"" it has
been almost invisible.

Though a mustard  seed s litde, it s o
reality, and a definite uml), not simply i vague
oF VRpour- Jdike uncertainty,  Moreover, it s
secn, .m«l n is  Divinely caused, and living.
When it is in the right plu( e il wnll Rrow- the
living Taith will express itsell in fruit,  How
important is this aspect. Mave we o living
faith from God (Mark 11, 23).  Further, the
mustard seed becomes  much  larger, and  this
should be our desire.  Though God has pers
mitted in mature o type of hnnwlhm;, abnormal
whenever o herb becomes a tieey in grice i s
otherwise,  He intends  that  which is  extren-
ordinary—*'* Contrary  to  nature ' as Romans
11, 24 reminds us in another context, O for
more faith, growing faith, prevailing prayer, in
the power of the Holy Spirit !

* Merey and teuth ™ (Proc 160, 0) as grace
and truth in John 1, 14, 17 and ** grace ” reign-
ing through ** righteousness "' in Romans 5. 21,
would remind us that God never emphasizes one
attribute at the expense of another.  All are in
perfect harmony: when David is delivered frem
blood guiltiness, he can sing of God’s righteous-
ness (Psalm 1. 14).  God loved in a way
("' s0 ') that gave a righteously satisfactory
hul)snlul(-: thus  ‘“ merey  and trath  are met
together.”’ -



16 | HOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S COLUMNS.
“The child is not awaked.”

ILL you come for a walk with me, not in

this country, but in Palestine, where the

Lord Jesus lived for thirty-three years. 1 want

you tu take yourselves, in thought, to about

nine hundred yeirs before the first coming of
the Lord.

We are going to walk along some ol those
country roads where He walked, and it is harvest-
time.  We see the men of lIsrael in the fields
cutting the corn with their sickles, and hear
their songs of joy whilst at their work (see Isa.
9 3)e The fields are not divided hy green,
growing hedges, as in our lund 3 but by stone
walls, wide at the bottom and going up 10 a
puint, the stones not being cemented but loosely
piled up.  These walls are called ‘¢ jedars.”

The roads on which  we  travel are not so
smooth and hard as roads are today.  Still; as
the weather s fine, we may enjoy our walk ;
sooon we go ountil we see before us a strong
high wall. I encloses a city, and has o gate
through which all must pass who wish o go
in or come out, .

This wall also is very wide, so wide, indeed,
that it may be built upon, and we notice one
little room so bailt, which scems newer  than
the other parts. Wha is inside 2 Welly there
is @ bed, and a table, and a stool and a lamp-
stand. Is there anybody in that room 2?2 Yes,
there is a boy lying on the bed, so still and so
pale.  During the morning he was with the
reapers in the field, where his father was gather-
ingg his harvest.  Suddenly, he was taken with
pains in his head, and father said, ** Cacev him
to his mother.”  When he was brought home,
he sat on her knees untilt noon and then died.
1 can tell how sad vou feel about this, by who
can tell how sad is that dear mother 2 He s
her only chikl,  What can she do ? She calls
a servant, and having saddled an ass, bids him
take her quickly to a ““Cman of God,” who used
to sleep in that litde room whenever e cime
ta the city, which is called Shunem,

We cannot Tollow hery Tor the large stropg
ass goes too fast for us, so we will wait for the
man of God Voo come. Who s this, how-
ever—a voung man carrying a stalf—scevant of
the muan of God?  He goes into the little room
anel lays the stafl on the boy's face, “ hut there
wis  neither voice nor hearing.”’  Gehazi, for
that is his name, returns to Elisha, the man of
Gaod. “The child s not awaked,” he tells
him.

Andof how many bovs and girls, as well as
Rrown-up people, are these words true? ** Not

awaked.”  Still fast asleep, ** dead in trespasses
and sins " (Eph. 2. 1) 7 The prophet’s stafl
could not bring life. It was the sign of lus
being God's appointed servant. It was that
which helped him on his journey, for he was a
living man. So the Holy Scriptures become the
staff for the support of those who are made alive
by the Spirit of God. But knowing the words
of God in the head only, cannot bring heavenly
life, just as placing the staff on a dead child’s
face could not awaken him to life.  But he was
made ative again.,  Would you know how ?

Gehazt comes back (o Elisha with those sor-
rowful words, ** The child is not awaked '
does the ** man of God "’ lose heart 2 Oh, No!
As soon as he comes 1o his own little room
where the boy is lying, he goes in, shuts the
door and prays unto the Lord. ** And he went
up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth
upon his mouth, and his cyes upon his eyes,
and his hands upon his hands ; and he stretched
himsell upon the child ; and the flesh of the
chitld waxed warm.”’  Then he walked to and
fro in the house and after that he again stretches
himsell  upon  the child 5 ““and the child
opened his eyes.”’

That was God's work through His servant,
for only God can give life.  But is this not a
picture of what He does for boys and girls who
are dead, cven though they may be walking
about.  This boy could not see, he could not
cal or speak, he could not work. So it is with
those who are not ““ alive to God.”” They can-
not see beauty in the Lord Jesus, no; feed on
His words, nor speak in prayer, nor work for
Him. ** The child is not awaked.”” But when
one comes to the Lord Jesus, it is because He
came first to save ; like Elisha stretching him-
self on the child, the Lord Jesus gives to such
an one His life.

When the child opened his eyes, the first per-
son he saw was Elisha who prayed for him and
wits the means of bringing him back to life.

Oh, my dear young [riends, who have heen
with me on this walk in the Seriptures, 1 long
indeed that your eyes mav he opened to see the
Lord Jesus i His loveliness and His power o
bring vou life and salvation, Then vou will be
Al for Him. The prophet streiched himself
upon the child, but the Lord Jesus gave Himself
to dic in the place of guilty sinners. I that
not wonderful love ?

How glad was the dear mother to have her
child given back to her !  Some of you have
parents who love the l.ord. How thev \\'o_uld
rejoice to have you one with them in knowing
the Lord Jesus as a living, life-giving Saviour.
May God grant it! Read 2 Kings 4. 8-37.
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“How ye ought to walk and to
please God.”

(1 Thessalonians 4. 1),

‘e NOT ’”"
‘“ Not after the flesh.”” Rom. 8. 4.
** Not in rioting and drunkenness, not in

chambering and wantonness, not in strife
and envying.”” Rom. 13. 13.
Not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of

their mind.” Eph. 4. 17.
** Not as fools.”” Eph. 5. 15.
" FOR 13}

For the time past of our life may suffice us to
have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when
we walked in . . . lusts ., . ." 1 Peter

Wherein in time past we walked according to
the course of this world.” Eph, 2. 2,

In the which ye walked some time, when ye
lived in them.” Col. 3. 7.

“ BUT LR

** Walk . . . after the Spirit.” Rom, 8. 3.

*“ Walk fn the Spirit.””  Gal. 5. 16.

“Walk ye in Him > (Christ Jesus the Lord).
Col. 2. 6.

Good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk-in them.” Eph. 2. 10.

Walk in newness of life.”’ Rom. 6. 4.

“ Walk honestly, as in the day.”” Rom, 13. 13.

“ Walk in wisdom toward them that are without,

redeeming the time.”” Col, 4, 3.

“ Walk circumspectly . . . as  wisc.”"
5. 15,

Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye
are called.”” Eph. 4. 1.

Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.”
Col. 1. 10.

“ Walk worthy of God, Who hath called you

4

(&}

«t

Eph.

unto His Kingdom and glory.”’ 1 Thess.
2. 12.
““ Walk as children of light.”” Eph. 5. 8.

“ Walk in the light, as He s in the light.”
1 John 1. 7,
** Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us.”
. Eph. 5. 2.

OF SCRIPTURE.

“ Walk, even as He walked.” 1 John 2, 6.
COMMENDATIONS AND A PROMISE.
“ 1 rejoiced greatly that T found of thy children

walking in truth.”” 2 John 4.
“1 have no greater joy than to hear that my
children walk in truth.” 3 John 4. _
“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which
have not defiled their garments 5 and they
shall walk «with Me in white:  for they are
worthy."" Rev. 3. 4.

The Dynamics of the Gospel.

HE gospel is the power of God unto salvation
(Rom. 1. 16)—the dvnamite that breaks
down, but also the glorious dynamo that is
placed within the sinner saved by sovercign
grace. Well may we rejoice in Christ: “Thanks
be unto God for His unspeakable pift.”

Man needs a mighty change.  The clarion
call of John the Baptist is almost unheard today.
Conviction of sin is necded, the broken heart
and the repentant cry are the characteristics of
truc * revival "'—using this word in its present
application.  Actually it emphasizes rather the
quickening of the saint, the deeply nceded
stirring and awakening of God’s children,

We have not followed cunningly devised
fables. We are not adherents of a religion,
We have not a mere theory, or a mere philoso-
phy. The gospel denls with facts, There is a
real Saviour for a real sinner, with the joy of
a real regenceration and a real holiness now, the
prospect of a real heaven, and entire separation
from a recal hell in a real judgment day. We
have no dreams, or ‘‘ may-be's,”" but the cer-
tainties of the one living gospel of God Him-
self. There is a power in the word of God, a
hammer to break, a living seed to grow, a light
10 dispel darkness, and food to sustain the life
given, We do not speak of what we do not
know but rejoice to confess Him Whom we do
know, When the Lord Jesus is our Lord and
Saviour, and we have personally experienced
the mighty power which is like to that which
raised Him from the dead (Eph. 1. 19, 20) we
have every reason to proclaiim Him, and not to
be ashamed of the gospel.  The ‘* weak and
poor rudiments " (weak because depending on
man's natural response, Gal. 4. o). are done
away in Christ, and that which the law could
not do has heen fully done by Him (Rom, 8.
2, 3), and our mighty Saviour is able to save
to the uttermost (Heb. 7. 25). We dare not
drag down the gospel to the dust, and use
human make-weights, or broaden its message,
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to atiract men by i moditied mixture of our
own. Let us kecp steadlastly to the gospel
alone, and trust God for its power. Let us
hold tast to His methods alone, and not intro-
duce the world’s attractions as il the Lord. Jesus
Christ had tailed.

The Men who passed over.
A MEDITATION ON JOSHUA -.

. Llﬁ'l‘ us thank God,” said onc of His servants,

“lor the spics ' ; by whica he meant
those whose mature spiritual experience, reached
through obedience and personal appropriation of
““ blessings in heavenly places,”” are able to
come, as it were, from the presence of God and
c¢ncourage fellow-saints to ‘' go in and possess
the land.”’

In the chapter before us, Rahab is usually
looked upon as the central figure—a trophy of
redeeming grace 3 but  Joshua is the pre-
cminent person, though his name only occurs
in the first and last verses—he from whose
presence the two spies went and to .whom they
made their report. He it was who honoured a
promise made to Rahab of deliverance from the
destruction of Jericho and its pcople.

By whom was this promise made 2 By two
men whose names are not recorded, yet whose
character and work afford some helpful lessons

today,

Thev were sent bv Joshua.

They did not set out of their own accord.
Joshua, whose name is written * Jesus " in
Hebrews 4. 8, and means, ** Salvation of the
Lord,”" alone possessed the right to send. Was
not he himself once so sent, proving himself,
with Caleb, faithful amid a faithless majority,
truc type of Him Who trod a lonely path on
this carth ? Said that Blessed One, ** As Thou
hast sent Me into the world, even so have 1 also
sent them into the world *’ (John 17, 18). ‘' As
My Father hath sent Me, even so send T you ”’
(Tohn 20. 21). The faithful Joshua, once in dis-
favour with his brethren, is manifested as God’s
man, accepted by a new generation of the child-
ren of Israel., He is the Sender of these two
men,

Joshua had confldence in them.

He is a happy person whom his Lord Jesus
can trust. Such will he willing to ¢o anywhere
and do or say anything as He directs. Owning
Him as Saviour and Lord, he will seek grace
to imitate Him Who said, ** I do always those

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

things that please him »' (John 8. 2g); ** The
Father Which sent Me, He gave Me a Com-
mandment, what I should say and what 1 should
speak "’ (John 12. 49). \Was not Joshua pleased
to see those two young men cross the river and
set out to do his bidding. The record is refresh-
ingly simple. No parleying, no delay, no antici-
pation of difficulties. Joshua’s wish was enough
and they went. Can God so trust me ?

They justified this confidence.

Not only was there alacrity of response, but
there was also a willingness to face peril for
the sake of their Leader and their brethren.,
Jericho, like Apollyon in the great allegory,
straddled itself across the path to the promised
land. It has to be overcome. Can it be over-
come? \What are the circumstances to b2 met?
They are twofold. First, there is determ ned
opposition. Secondly, there is a conscious fear
of Isracl on the part of Jericho's people. How
typical of the world! 1t fears and it Fates God's
servants, It opposes the church and ye: would
entangle her in friendship with itself. These
sad traits are terribly manifest in the dark places
of the earth, though in civiliz d parts it is
“under the surface,”” breaking out like an
eruption here and there. Paul and Barnabas
‘** hazarded their lives for the Name of our Lord
Jesus Christ ” fActs 13. 26) but any “ live ”
servant of God, be he prominent or in the back-
ground, can never have a wholly easy time
Like ** Faithful " Le is, as the * jurym~n "
said, always condemning the world’s wavs bv
the silent witness of a godly life. ) ’

They had confidence in Joshua.

First, that he was God’s servant, who would
lead them to victory and an ecnjoyment of the
Divine promise. Secondly, that he would honou-
any promise made in his name. Otherwise, how
could they have been so bold as to declare his
purpose and power to destroy Jericho and vet
to deliver Rahab and ler familv. True, God
Himself was both Judge and Deliverer, vet the
authority delegated to Joshua was real. Know-
ing that, these two men believed God and trusted
His servant. Our Lord Jesus said, ** Ye belicve
in God: believe also in Me”’ (John 14. 1). If
thus the servant is persuaded, with what confi-
dence can he tell both of a coming judgment,
and of the precious blocod of Christ (svmholized
by the scarlet cord) that alone can deliver there-
from! He can encourage to pray believingly,
too. ‘“ And this is the confidence we have in
Him, that, if we ask anvthing according to His
will, He heareth us (1 John 5. 14). ’Tis a happy
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thing to trust Him implicitly and with simplicity.
Do I trust God ?

Confldence begets confldence.

Without Dbeing presumptuous, we may say
that & message given with quiet confidence is
more likely to be eflective and acceptable than
one given apologetically.  The message of
Joshua’s envoys was one of life and death, Whit
they said before the recorded words of Rahab
we do not know, but that she knew thea pur-
pose is plainly to be seen. Reports of God's
dealings with lIsrael 'had reached Jericho and
Rahab was impressed. The men's witness con-
firmed. .She had a prepared heart to reccive the
message ol sure judgment and cqually  sure
mercy. So confident was she of the truth they
brought to her, that she lost no time in binding
the scarlet cord in the window of her house,
although some time would elapse—at lcast three
days—ere the army of Israel would appear. She
looked for a deliverance, and her faith was fully
justified.

Fellow-witnesses to the truth of God, we have
no nceed to be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God (Rom, 1, 16). Let us
use ‘‘ great plainness of speech,”” depending ujon
the sovereign working of the Holy Spirit to
produce faith and cause a reception of Him Who
is buth Subject and Object of all our testimony.

These men were enthusiastic.

Returning  to  Joshua, they told him all.
“ Truly,” they said, ** The Lord hath delivered
into our hands all the land. This is faith. The
task already accomplished in anticipation, and,
moreover, not only Jericho, but the land. Faith
sees not only the immediate work as good as
done, but enlarges her vision to take in the
wider sphere and the ultimate victory.

“Do I trust God ? Can God trust me ?

E.K.

HIS LOVE AND MINE,

The things 1 * wished » oft hinder when they're mine:
The things 1 ‘‘ wished not ' work His bright design:
I thought if 1 should have an easier way .

I should love more: in love He answered, ** Nay."

'Tis not the things around that make the love;
Devotion is within, and * from above *’:

No ‘' circumstances '’ can His love undo,

And our responsive love should e'er be true.

—

The promises of God are not given that we
may omit His precepts, but to encourage and
enable us in loving fulfilment thereof.

“ LET NOT THAT MAN THINK TIAT HE
SHALL RECEIVE ANYTHING OF THE
LORD."

James 1, 7.
HESE words scem to show that some look to
receive, when they ask without faith, A
strange mixture within the heart is thus brought
to light.  ** Why don’t I have an answer to my
prayer?’ is the compluint of the very one who
all the while has no real faith or assurance.
Why should ho be surprised?  There was no
definite expectation, only a vague idea, the ex-
pression of a wish, with a general hope that there
might be some result, ns when o man writes a
dozen letters for a situation, The Holy Spirit
sets forth a beautiful contrast in real commumon
with God, and holy expectancy on the line 'uf
His will. ‘The context tells of secking ‘' wis-
dom,"” and that implics Divine guidance.  The
believer is privileged to look for this. He can
actually walk with God, as Encch., lHe can
anticipate that God will point out the way (Ps.
25. 9, contrast Jer, 42. 3, 20).  Perfection is not
cluimed. Tmmediate knowledge is not promised.
But quict definiteness  before  God - will be
honoured, to tne full extent of our purpose of
heart, and happy willingness for His will, If
there is a ruling wish of our own, so that we
have in any degree a divided mind, we.shall lose
to that extent the Divine blessing (sce verse
8). But if there is concentration of n!l the heart
and mind, and being, on God, and 1'||s might 10
direct, and an absence of sclf-desiring, He will
honour faith.  What is the true character of
our prayer-life? Is there a gencralizing, a [vrm
of words, a mere habit without any real experi-
ence of God. Do we know Him intimately or
not? Do we ask because we think we §hould
do s0o? Do we merely experiment by trying to
bring about a result in varied ways, i.e., personal
effort, sccking from others, and asking from
God, as one possible make-welght? Tliave we
a tendency to give run-away knocks, ns it wc_re?
Or do we pray in the Holy Spirit? Is our life-
aim to be so acquainted with God, and His
words, that our wishes, moulded to His, will
be resultful (Ps. 145. 19), and the very
expression of them bring us to a yet fuller con-
sciousness of Himself, and His training of our
desires and expectations?

Growing in grace is not like physical growth,
limited to the carlier years: it continues. But
there is a parallel in the need for food, and for
more food when one is growing fast, Growth
calls for food, and food accelerates growth,
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“MINISTERING TO THEM.”
Mark 1. 31.

N how many minds the wora ** ministry » is
associated chiefly, if not solcly, witn public
preaching and teaching.  This is a mistaken
idca, for not unly is much that 1s thus procla med
untrue, but it often ministers to the pride of
man,  Moreover, Goud Himsell appoints the
servants who are 1o ** declare the whole counsel
of God.” ** Are all teachers 7' How solemn,
too, are the words, ** My brethren, be not many
teachers, knowing that we shall receive the
greater condemnation ' (James 3. 1).

Further, a limited application ol the word
such as this might be discouraging to the lowly
saint conscivus ol pussessing but few talents.
Yet let these remember that , ** God hath chosen
the weak things of the world . .. yea, and
things which ar¢ not '’ for s work., (1 Cor.

1. 27, 28).
The words at the head of this paper are
illustrative  of  GOD’S view of ' ministry.”’

From the synagogue where He had bheen teach-
ing and healing, the Lord Jesus went into a
house.  Both meeting-place and  home  were
honoured by His presence. Il we regard the
synagogue (the ** gathering together,” as the

word signifies) as the precursor of the Christian-

assembly, we may infer from this record that
our Lord regarded these as  complementary.
Indeed, in the early post-Pentecost days, the
church met in homes.  Hence the frequent
expression, ** The Church in his (* their ' or
““thy ") house.”

In the home at Capernaum, ** Simon’s wife's
mother lay sick of a fever, and immediately
they tell Him of her.””  Could they do better ?
And how prompt they were ! Is not this a
rebuke to our oft slowness, and our tendency to
tell anybody but the lLord ?

The lLord healed at once and completely, a
prompt answer to a prompt prayer ! ‘ She
arose and was ministering 1o them ’—continued
s0o o do, as the word implies.  What kind of
service was this 7 Washing the feet, preparing
food, serving a meal, providing rest 2 All, or
some of these, doubtless, formed this ministry.
Is not this an encouragement to sisters in the
Lord—the Lord to Whom these kindnesses were
shewn ?

Moreover, it was not to Him only ; it was
to His friends also, and this gives pleasure to
the Lord Jesus, \Who sets great value upon His
In‘cll.lrcn. Remember, too, that this loving
service was the fruit of the Lord’s gracious
work of healing.  Prostration gives way, in

Mziy sucn a

His grace, to gratelul ministry.
which counts

privilege be ours, a ministry
because it custs.

E.K.

‘** The path of the just is as the shining light.”’
Proverbs 4. 18.

ELSEWHERE we read of the lght in the
house for those within (Matt. 5. 15), and
thuse entering in (Luke 11. 33). The home and
assembly lite should thus .glorify our Father.
Lhe bringing together of the outward and the
mward s beauufully seen in Matthew 5, for
there we also read ** A city that is set on a hill.”
Hence it is a privilege to have a path that is a-
light contrasted with that of a falling meteor with
** the blackness of darkness for ever ’’ (Jude
13). Is our path a shining light? s our daily
** behaviour ** as the old word ** conversation '
means, a testimony for our Lord? And does it
shine more and more? ls there growth (z Pet.
3. 18) more fruit (John 15. 2), fruit in old age
Ps. g2. 14)? Is the perfect day that fixed day
of blessing before us, when we shall know as we
were known, and when faithful saints wiil shine
as the stars for ever and ever (Dan. 12. 3)?
There will be no darkness, no eclipse, no *‘first
quarter '’ or ** half-moon,’’ but full orbed ghory,
Is this ever our prospect—as we press onward
and upward, “ till we all come into the unity
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, into a perfect man, into the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ (Eph. 4. 13)?

“THE VICTORY ... OUR FAITH.”

Beneath the cloud is darkness to depress,

Above the cloud, God's sunshine, still to bless;

To doubt is human, but He giveth grace

There to enjoy the shining of His face.

Yes, we will doubt—ourselves, our doubts, our fears!
Our Father loves, and sees, and knows, and hears:
Faith is a happy *““ yes " to Him alway,

Why live in gloom, if ** children of the day ™ ?

Lift up your heads, your hearts, your knees, your eyes:
God is the same, tender and kind and wise.

I'aith frightens fear, and sings whate'er betide,

And knows the meaning of the word *‘ abide.”

The grace of God never leads to carelessness,
but to holiness : a true dependence on God
neither doubts, nor presumes. God is loved
and owned in His word of command and
warning as well as His word of sovereignty and
promise by all who are walking with Him.

Faith is not believing what I wish, but
what God says, and what God wills.
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a Beloved Son.
No. 14

Joseph

The loving heart of Joseph is displayed never
so tenderly as in the affecting story of the rege-
lalion of himsell and the reconciliation (hay ful-
lowed.  He knew the worst about them and yet
fully restored them to relationship with himself.
L am Joseph your brother. Al (he past is
forgiven and w be forgotten in his ** Come near
to me,”" and the use of that end aring  word
hrul/u-r._ _Nu more a stranger, austerely kind,
but a living loving brother. AL of which has
been Tulfilled, in and by the great Antitype, the
Lord Jesus. "Tis He \Who says, ** Come,*" \Wha
was made like unto His brethren and suffered
death on iheir behalf,  "Tis e Wha is not
ashamed to call them brethren (Heb, 20 00, a9),
Who says, ** 1 ascend unto My Father and vour
Father 7 (John 20. 17). Our sins brought Him
to l.hc cross o ovet, whilst He would have us
vealise their enormity, He does not continually
reproach us with them, He comforts in languag e
such as Joseph used.  ** Now therefore be not
gricved nor angry with yourselves that ve sold
me hither: for God did sewd me before vou o
preserve dife (450 5). How like are these words
to those spoken by Peter ;0 ** Tlim heing  de-
livered by the determinate counsel and foreknow-
ledge of God, ve have taken and by wicked
hands have crucified and slain ™ (\eis 2. 23).
*And now, hrethren, 1 wot that through igrnor-
ance ve did ity as did also vour rulers T (Acts
3. 17).

But not onlv was Joseph sent to preserve life
generally 1it was especially for the sake of his
brethren,  ** And God sent me before vou to
preserve you a posterity in the carth, and to
save vour lives by a great deliverance.” A
third time he stresses the greacious truth of God's
purpose. Tt was not you that sent me hither,
but God.”” How blessed to know that God’s
plns never miscarey 1 and, althouyrh He may
use and over-rule the ways of men for the accom-
plishing of His purpose, no eredit attaches 1o
them 5 Not you, but God.”  Later on Joseph
reminded them, “ But as for you, ve thoupht
evil against me, but God meant it unto good,
to bring to pass as it is this day, to save much
people alive (Gen. 30. 20). .

Thus Joseph was a saviour, but he went on
to tell his brethren that he was “lord ' of
Pharaoh’s house. and bade them tefl their father,
“ God hath made me lord of all Egvpt.'" By
this self-revelation of Joseph, in the experience
of his brethren,

(a) .\ *“ dead '’ one hecomes alive,

~(b) .\ dignificd stranger becomes i brothier,

(©) A once-despised  one beconmes saviour,
lord and  sustainer,

all of which, it is phinly to be seen, the Lord

Jusus s become (o His saved people, bur in

how much greater, yea, infinite, measure !

Good news niust not be kept hidden,  Glad
tidings must be made known,  Eleven restored
men, brethren peconeiled, are now sent with @
message of comfort w an aged father, Joseph,
who gave GOD ol the glory for his exaltation
(** God hath made me *" 45, 8, o) believed THM,
and was able to make known His will as o the
future.  There were vet to be five years of I'un_unc.
but Jacob and his family need not be ansious,
* Come down unte me, tarcy not ., . Thouw
shalt. be near umto me ., and there will |
nourish thee,”™ are the words of Joseph to s
father (45. 9-11), by the brethren, Ere they el
forth, however, hie gives them o token of the
reality of  reconciliation, e kissed all s
brethren, and wept upon them: s afler that,
his brethren talked avith him."”

How Tull was the invitation, endorsed,  tow,
by Pharaoh and his household I Regard not
vour stufl': for the good of all the lind of lgypl
is vours.”  Bur what inexhaustible viches are
there for the believer in owr glorious God ! AN
things are vours,” " and ye are Christ's, and
Christ is God's ™' (1 Cor. 3. 21, 23). '“ Bur my
God shall supply all your need according to Hhis
viches in glory by Christ Jesus ' (Phil. g 10,

Then there was provision for the journey to
Cannzm and the return of the whoele family ol
Jacob o Egpypt 3 that included both food and
clothing, and also wiyrons for transport :t}”
hecause of the loving foresight of Juseph, whose
happiness onle aeeded 1o he completed by the
coming of his beloved father,

“ G0 he sent his brethren away, and they de-
parted: and he said unto them, See that ve fall
not out by the wav " (15, 24). Was not that @
wise injunction, and do we  not m:vd' that
exhortation today ? [P (8

—

Spirituality is not an aggregate ol Livger and
omtward  actions ol special obedience,  but @
condition within that causes living fruit 1o be
manifest in everything, however small,

NOTE TO QUR READERS.

There are vet several articles by the late
Editor, Mr. 'Pcrcy W. Heward, ready for
insertion in the magazines. Those not initinlled
are from his pen. ' He being dead  yet
speaketh.”
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Question and Answer.
NU. |4u

“lordf they do these Things in a green tree,

whal shall be done in the dry 2
: Lauke 23. 3.

These words  were  spoken 1o the Lumenting
women who followed the Lord Jesus on s wiy
to erucilixion, They are addressed as Do liters
ol Jerusalem,” and may hive been intended o
prepare them for the sad happenings oy the
sicge ol that city a generation later (sce chapters
19 430 4y 210 20-24, with 23, 2q),
ook beyand to ** (he day of vengeance of our
God ™ (verse 30, with Rev. 6, 16).

The green tree is rather the moist tree, sug-
posting o spring and  summer freshness,  when
all seems fair and lourishing and full of promis..
The *Cdry tree " may suggest winter-time, when
the sap is down. If this be the thought, two
periods of time are before us;  fiest, that when
the Lord was rejected by Israel and His King-
ship disowned,  Herod “was  the hope of their
leaders, but the Lord Jesus, coming as the Meck
One (Matt, 2005, did not pleass them nos suit
their national pride.  Tenee their ery, C Away
with Him,"  With the Lord removed from their
midst, they could now *“prosper” ad “Bourish,”
and enjoy their *C summer time.” The temple
wits standing and Jewry seemed flourishing,

But as surely as wintee follows summer, so
surely would judgment follow sin,  ** For if they
(Isvacl) are doing these things (against Christ)
in s gereen tree, what shall become (in the way
ol judgment) in the dry 2 "

God waited Torty  years—a  generation—and
then severe chastisements fell upon that reject-
ing peaple. Deateronomy 28 was thus in measure
fulfilledd,  This is the second period, suggested
by the *“dry tree.”

The Lord Jesus may have intended (o take
our thoughts heyond the year 70, even to the
“time of Jacob’s trouble ' (Jer. 30. 5, 6, %) ;
for the Lord God will perform ¢ 11is whole work
upon Mount Zion and on  Jerusalem " (Isa.
1o. 20),  Nevértheless, that work of judgment
will be followed quickly by Isracl’s regeneration
and restoration,

There may be a further thought in that 2 mois
treey though ent down, does not burn so easily
as atdrey tree,  The axe was laid at the root of
the tree in the days of John the Baptist, Israel
was cut down when she rejected Messiah, but
forty years later, there being no national repent-
ance, the tree was “ dried ' and ready for judg-
ment,

They also

How contrasted is the true Israel, the Lord
Jesus, ever the green and fruitlful One (Psalm .l)
and Whom a regenerated nation will receive ** in
that day *? E.KK.

ONESIDED.
'is well 1o bave a united heart (Us. 8o. 11)
and o say ** One thing | know >’ (John ¢.
23) and ** One thing 1 do > (Phil. 3. 13), for
such holy concentration on the Lord causes a
fitness and harmony for all else, in happy pro-
portion.

But there is a wrong specializing, a tendency
ever to look on ene'’s own things (Phil. 2. 4) and
an inahility 0 see the difficulties of others. This
often leads to self-assertiveness, harshness and
misrepresentation, even among saints.  We find
it among individuals, and among classes, and
among nations, cverywhere.  That which looks
right to A appears unfair 10 B, that which seems
unjust to A is viewed as reasonable to B. 1 grant
it 15 not always so.  Sometimes there is some-
thing worse—a wilful riding rough shod over the
rights of another: sometimes the mind is reasoned
into acquiescence, and the conscience stifled, if
not seared. But, beyond this, most things have
quite a different appearance according to the way
in which they alfect * me ', | do not mean thay
this unconscious bias is justifiable.  Far other-
wise. It is a solemnizing witness as to the
results of the fall, and often springs from a habit
of selfishness, which is the more dangerous he-
cause it is so constant that it has Dbecome
unrealized.  Morcover, there is frequently an
impatient unrcadiness to spend time humbly (o see
another’s standpoint, an unholy pre-judgment («.r
pre-judice) that blinds the eyes, or a ** desire '
that prevenls an even balance. The last com-
mand ** Thou shall not desire *’ cuts at the root,
as Romans 7 shows.  As a bribe blurs the vision,
so does the thought of personal advantage. How
rarely is there willingness for that which is to
one's ““ own hurt,” that others may be benefitted
(Ps. 13, 4). We need grace 1o pray for victory,
in these matters.  They cause frict'ons, and party
spirit among members of Christ, division where
there should be unify, bitterness where there
should be love, and slander where speech should
he always with grace, and our walk should he
constantly in the Spirit.

The. simplest parts of truth arce diflicult, and
more than difficult to those ‘‘outside,”’ but
mysteries are revealed to disciples, though they
be as httle children, since they are by grace,
such,



THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD. 23

How much did it cost !¢

’l‘Hli cost of sin, and the cost of salvation—
' that is our deeply important subject, and
well may it be so. We find today many ruinous
misunderstandibgs, and  many  false  values.
Things that are worthless are, alas, highly
csteemed among men, and things that are
worthy are *‘less '’ than undercstimated, they
are despised.  The standard of value has
normally become ‘* money,” though that which
is truly precious—life, health, love, etc.—can
never he  purchased thereby. A sinful and
selfish materialism blinds men’s eyes to abiding
realities, and eternity. The devil’s bait is a
“ getting ' and ** gaining ' NOW. We read
that Eve *“ saw.’” ** The lust of the eyes ' is
still a peril—and a deadly and deadening one.

Strangely we all tend to leave God out, unless
our hearts are dwelling in His presence. In
nature, He shows how His giving or His with-
holding, can, even in a moment, change months
of labour and planning, yet is He rarely sought!

Men turn 1o men, and add scheme to scheme,
instead of pepenting, and receiving aright God’s
gifts in nature, and in grace. The weather is
no ** chance.”  God has spoken thus, and
speaks still,  Again, very possibly we have an
Waceident,” we bhreak something. Tt is wvisible,
and so we are troubled. But when we say a
word that pierces another, and  breaks his
enjovment, we are not always troubled.  That
is invisible.,  Again, it may be an accident is
met with at work s compensation is given for the
injured or severed limb.  The same accident at
home is cqually costly, but there is no redress.
Or misguided eating may bring on an illness
which loses hundreds of pounds throughout
life. Yet these things are not in a sterling
balance sheet. One step can change ten vears,
and more, and vet we may be quite unconscious
at the time. One moment can alter a life from
comfort to agony, from activity to a groaning
and tossing on a sick hed continually. And no
money can really compensate for a lost living
limh,” still less for a lost year of living and
loving service to God and men—or for a lost
coul.  Unheedingly men step on toward judg-
ment. and an action becomes hardened to a
characteristic, and the results—unrealized -are
tremendous, and many wake up to realities 100
late. Sin has no monetary cquivalent.. Tt is
more costlv than everything: it lost Eden in
the pgst, ruins the present, and leads to 2
changeless doom.  Sin is no trifling matter, yet
most smile at the sins of others, and talk of
much  evil very lightly.  Sin is a drend
reafitv. But how precious is the cost of redemp-
tion: how wonderful that the Son of God gave

Himself 10 save sinners.  Yet most only know
this as history, This does not fil their need.
They sct the lord Jesus aside, and choose
wralh,

What will the cost be if you break your leg?
What if your home is burnt 2 What il you
have anguish that causes a depressed tempera-
ment 7 And what if you leave God out,
although today is a day nearer death, the
death of judgment (Heb, 9. 28) 2 And, il you
are a child of God, what will the cost be, if you
neglect  your privileges, and miss ‘' joy and
peace ' in believing now (Rom. 15. 13), and
opportunitics of winning souls  (Prov. v 30,
Dan. 12. 3), and the Lord’s ** well done,” and
w * crown of life " (Jas. 1. 12) in that Day ?
Do not, 1 bescech you, weigh and measure, by
carth’s faulty and deceived standards, but in
Yhe light of reality, in the light of eternity, in
the Light of God Himself 1 Repentance of
sinners, and repentance of sajnts, is a VITAL
NVEED TODAY.

P
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Suggested Daily Readings.
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Notes on Memorized Verses.

ISATATT 6y,

17, Why 7 s the answer in ch, 6. 10 7 The Lord’s
absenee Telt, 18, 0 dittle while,*" vet there shall bhe
a long enjuyment (05, 22). .

JEREMIAR 17,
indelible.  Only one fountain can  wash it
awny (Zeel. 13 1), Sin in the heart makes  worship
unaceeptable, 2, A sad contrast with Deut, 6, 7. 3,
My mountain,” yet sin will be punished, 4, A word
now fulfilled,  Gad’s threms are not empty, 5, 6, The
heart needs that on which o lean,  If God is forsuken,
only man is Ieft. A sorry alternative; feading to failuce
to see good when it cometh! Do we thus fail, and find
ourselves in dry places ¥ 7, 8, A happy contras, “{rust’
and ** hope," and absence of anxiety. 9. ¢ Crooked ™
and “incarable,” hut grace gives a new heart, 10, The
Lord, the rightenus Judge, koows all maotives, sees all
iewin B, A particular form of sin, sadly known in
Judah, and practised today. 12, The prophel utters praise
from his heart and speaks for a remnant, 13, Written
in the earth,” a doomed place, hut see Lauke 10, 200 14,
CTleal ' opand save.” 10 the Lord's work, it shall
stand, 15, Jeremialk'’s expericnce bas been shared hy

1, Sin is

In the last days,

ity ol the Lord's chusen servants,
16—18, The

they shall say, ** Where ? * (2 Pet. 3. 4).
prophet was a man of like passions as we are. The
service of the Lord is never without sorrows. 19, But
lor such an one the lLord has still difficult service ; he
must stand in the gate, and speak in His Name to king
and peaple, 21, God values His sabbath. 22, It is ta
be hallowed. 23, The fathers disobeyed, presumptuousiy.
Wiil the present gencration take heed ? 24, Sabbath-
breaking apparvently an outstanding sin.  Repentance will
bring o respite from threatened judgments, which will
fall ** il ye will not hearken unto Me.”” The Sabbath has
now given piace to the Lord’s Day, but Divine principles
stand. It is not for believers to treat that day with
Iesser respect,

JEREMIAH 8,

b, 2, A word from the Lord obeyed, leads (o other
words of Vis being heard. 3, 4, The potter is master of
his trade. The clay is subject to his mind amd hands.
5, 6, And shall the sovereign lLord have less power over
lis creatures, who are formed out of ‘the clay (Job 3. 6,
(see: also Rom. 4. 21). 7—10, Yet men, including Tsrael,
are accountahble beings, and may obey or disobey God,
and this applies also to nations. 11, The Lord does nut
easily give up His people. Ha invites them 1o return.
12, ** We wilhb"™ *“ we will,”  1.ws man vses N hoasted
freeswill. 13, But God calls it *“a horrible thing.” W,
See the margin,  ** Cold strange waters,””  How {foolish
is man! 15, God *‘ forsaken '’ and ** forgotten.” Ancient
paths  nat desired,  Stumbling, A lesson  Tor  today.
16, 17, ‘The judgment to which in their madaess  the
people (My people, v, 15) were hastening, 18, “ Perils
among false brethrea * (2 Cor. 11, 20) not unknown by
Jeremiah, 19, Like David (1 Sami. o) he took the
matter to his God. 20, His intercession for his hrethren
llerewarded. 21 23, This language is very different from
the ford’s words under greater trial (ser Luke 23 34)
The words are vecorded, but we are not okl whether the
Lord approved, :

JEREMIAN 24.

1, Jecomiah ¢ Conjah,” 220 24, ¢ Jehoiachin,”
a2 Chron. jb. u) was the last King of judah buc one.
Nebuchadnezzatr was the over-lord of Indsh now, 2, What
the Lord shewed (he prophet—figs good (o eat—fhigs unfi
for Tood, 3, Jereminh's natural disceroment. 4, Yet he
aeeded the word of God again, 5 7, Grace would make
them  pleasarable o God and cavse them o return o
Him.  Thus (1o over-ruled the captivity that had  alse
broken their hearts.  8--10, Absence of chastisement now
no argument for reedom from Tuture punishment,  Let
us remember v Cor. 11, 31, 32,

Fruit is never isolated from the tree on which
it grows. As soon as I view blessings only as
things, apart from dhe Blessed One, there
is failure.  The true privilege given is for a
saved person to know the One Who saves, and
fo express in daily life that which is received
in daily dependence as His life.

Correspondence from any Believers and Enquirers:—

61 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.7 ‘
Phone: Grangewood 4196. No telephoning on Lord’s Day

Norman, Hopper & Co., Ltd., Printers, Boleyn Castle, Upton Pi}ﬂ(. E.13.
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“That the excellency of the power

may be of God and not of us’
2 Cor. 4. 7.

“AVe Jove Him because e first loved us.'!
1 John 4. 19

He Joved us! how this precious thought
Dath 68 ouwr souls with praise:

Vid He our humbled hearts hath tnught
Ta love His will and ways,

e Joveth us, and doth avail
His intercession still,

He will not let our foes prevail:
His word He will fulfil,

We dove Him, yen we thisx can say,
Though seems our love so small,
0O, may we love Him more and pray

For grace to yield our all.
A.W.H
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Words of Encouragement.

David and Paul both

‘" But David encouraged needed encourage-
himself in the Lord his ment, und how much
God.” 1 Sam. 30. 6. mor¢ we, who have

not attained to their

“Paul , . . thanked spiritual stature! The

God and took courage.” circumstances nar-
Acts 28. 15. rated in the Scrip-
tures  where these

words are found are as widely divergent as
their distance in time; but this only serves to
shew that David’s God is Paul’s God, and that
He is ever ‘* the God of all encouragement,
Who encourageth us in all our tribulations.”

* David was greatly distressed.”’ From those
whom he had befriended, and who had found
in him the only hope of their moral rehabilita-
tion, he reccived only discouragement,  They
seemed to forget that his loss was of the same
kind as theirs. Yet the Lord did not forsake
him. He encouraged himself in Him, he sought,
and was given, His guidance, and ‘‘ David
recovered all.”” So may we, for ‘‘ This God
is our God.”

Paul had had an arduous journey, but as he
draws near Rome, the brethren hear of his
coming, and go to meet him, A simple, loving,
and brotherly act, but how much it meant!
David’s brethren *‘ took the heart out of him,”’
but Paul's friends ‘* put heart into him,” for

so means the word ‘' encourage.” ‘* Whom
when Paul saw e thanked God and took
courage.”  The Father knew the need of His

child, and put it into the heart of other children
of Tis to meet that need. Thus He was the
Source of the encouragement. Do we need
such ?  Yes! Have we known such heavenly
ministry » Then remember it is *‘ that e
may be ahle to encourage them that are in any
frouble with the cncouragement wherewith e
ourselves are encouraged of God. (2 Cor. 1, 4).

Spirituality is not measured by words but by
the whole life, «nd by likeness to our Tord.

" Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant;
ond teach me Thy statutes "’ Psalm 11q9. 135.

The world in darkness goes its weary way,

Men laugh and mock but never think to pray ;
There are that utter words which have no love,
Which speak of earth and not of things above,

But 1 have One Who gives me joy in Him ;
His love is constant and can ne’er grow dim ;
He makes me rise above the things arcund
And live hy faith where His delights abound.

I He should turn His face awhile away,
Because 1 fail to hear His voice, or stay
To do the thing which pleases Him in me,
Then ame 1, dike the world, no longer free.

Cause then, O Lord, Thy Spirit thus 10 move

Within my heart that | may ever prove

That Thou abidest: let me at Thy feet

Adore Thee in Thy fellowship so sweet,
S.].D.

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66, 18.

Only thoee ‘' IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
iccording to Hebrews 10. 22, can ** CONTINUE » in
pruyer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4, 2.

*“ Praying in the Holy Ghost.” Jude 20.

1. For ‘l‘hose .in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim. 2.

The times are solemn: our * politics ©’ remain
heavenly (“ citizenship,” Phil. 3. 20), but our
sesponsibilities to pray arve real, even as in th,.

days of Eazra (6. 10).

1-4).

2. For  Israel—scattered, peeled, confused—that Gog
may see in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isa. 62. 6, 7), and that Psaim 122. 6 gang
leremiah g1. 50 may be a reality to us.

3. For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants and
dificulties, particularly in other lands,

. For saints on the Continent, and their many difii-
culties, including persecution and repression.

5 TFor troubled China, and the trials of God’s servants
in that land,

6. For the Lord’s work entrusted to us, in this and

other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, thut all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never settle
dowa or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (I.ebanon),

F. A, Franco (Argentine and around), Paul
Raseaberg  (Uruguay, Brazil, ete)), H. A.
Werner  (Germany),  Continue to  pray for

the Lowd’s enabling, if He will, of additiona!
fellow-workers for S, America.

Krowth of literacy, opening doors hoth to
evangelical  and  ideological literature, in many
lands.

aged  believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm
02. 14 may be realised,

God's blessing in families (‘“ Thou and thy
house ), and that many * little ones ™ may
believe in Christ (Matt. 18, 6).

“ Continue in prayver and watch in the same
with thanksgiving.”” Col. 3. 2.

s The

N For

q, For
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. Percy Weston Heward.

Twelve months ago, on May 6th, this servant
of the Lord, * after he had served his own
pencration by the will of God, fell on sleep.”
Since then, many from all parts, not only in this
land, have written testifying of the helpful
ministry through this magazine when he was
cditor, and by means of letters, which are still
treasured by those who received them. May it
not be said, also, that his Lord has not forgotten
*“ his work and labour of love, in that he minis-
tered to the saints.”” A text oft quoted by his
grodly mother—'* The lips of the rightcous feed
many ''—was very true of him.

We say not this merely for the servant's
honour, but for the glory of his Lord, our Lord
also. Our late brother would ever say, ‘‘ Not
1, but Christ.” ’

What does this signify to you and me ?
Perhaps the best answer is found in the words,
* And, we desire that cvery one of you do shew
the same diligence 10 the full assurance of hope
unto the end: that ve be not slothful, but
followers of them who through faith and patience
inherit the promises " (Heb. 6, 11, 12).

‘“ Here, Lord, have T wrestled,
Suffered manv a woe,

Fought as fearless warriors fight,
Conquered many a foe,

Kept the faith with them of old,

Helped to guard and warn Thy fold.”

AN at last is ended,
Fight and race are o’er,

God will free e from all ills
Now for evermore;

To a better life [ go,

Than this tearful carth can shew,”

The First Commandment.

\ HEN our heloved Lord was asked concern-

ing this, we read in Mark 12, 29, 30 that
He not only said ‘“ Thou shalt love the T.ord
thy God, with all thy heart, etc.,”” but included
the preface, ‘* Hear, O Israel; The Lord our
God is our Lord.”” Has not this a deep mean-
ing 7 We have rightly laid emphasis on the
fact that the command is inward as well as
outward, for it is ‘' LLOVE.” We feel the
intense importance of wish and joy and motive,
for love possesses all these, and is impossible
without. A sullen and forced ‘* obedience  is
direct disobedicnce. We do well to lay stress
on the repeated ** all *’ and the claim of heart,

soul, mind und strength, so that all other fove
and activities must be wrapt up in this oue love,
that there may be no room tor anythiny else.
But let us not forget the inviting word *‘tiear.”
Only those who ‘* hear ’* obey.  The actions
must be those of listening ones, near to the
Speaker, and atiending to Hum; and the
cmphasis on Himself is seen in ** The Lord our
God is one lord,’” a threefold name, with its
deep consciousness of the Godhead of God.
Thus the obedience is reverential, and associated
with worship, Nor is the word ** our '’ unim-
portant.  Relationship is involved, and the
plural includes love's realization of our brethren,
and prepares for the second commandmeut,
embraced within the love of the first, and
prevents all isolating of ** personal obedience.”
The precious word ‘‘ one "’ again excludes all
rival claims.  So rich, and full, and precious is
the Scripture, so comprchensive is the joyous
activity of faith’s response to our gracious
God and Father, as His own possession.
1P W. I,

Pewrns to help Christion lxpericnees 174,
S His Son .. by Whone also He made the
] uphnhh'h;: all things by the word
. by Himsell purged onr sins”’
‘ Hebrews 1. 2, 3

worlds . .

of His power .

Long ere the ol uf time unfurled,
Or Thou hadst made the beauteous carth,
Or ere reccived this wondrous world,
By Thy Almighty Waord, its birth,
‘Thou, Graclous God, by Thy decree,
Didst choose in Cheist a fumily,
A secd, a generation,
Elect from ev'ry nution.
Alone wast Thou ;. po creature then,
No mighty angel and no man
Was with Thee, O Creator, when, s
By Thine unfettered will, Thy plan
Was formed in Thy Eternal Mind
For everlasting love designed
A True, a sure galvation
For men of ov'ry nation,

Thou, in the fulness of the tines,
Didat send Thine Own begotten Son
To take the guilt of all the crimes
Ot Thine eleet, all they had done,
Were doing, and awonld do.  The whole
He bore, when He made bare His soul
To wriath and condemnation
< For men of ev'ry potion,

And when this age its course hath v,
And Thy good news hath becn declarad -
tn all the world, Then shall Thy Son
Come for Hig church, by grace prepared,
And purified, made white and tried,
Revived, and waiting as His bride

In holy expeetation Gatvation.
Of Hi heip Great Safvation,
M Him, their G K.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS.
Diggers and Beggars.

MHLE Lord Jesus spoke of & man who had not

been true to his master. He was in a place
of trust, but he was not trustworthy. For some
time he went on wasting his master’s goods,
but was at last lound out. Long belore, Moses
had said, ** Be sure your sin will find you out
(Num, 32. 23). When the master heard of his
wrong-doing, he sent for him, and told him to
make up the accounts, for he could no longer
trust him, He must leave his service,

This was a great blow. How was he to live,
if he earned no wages ?  Let us hear what he
said to himself, in the words as written (Luke
16). ** What shall 1 do ? I cannot dig ;
to beg I am ashamed. 1 am resolved what to
do, that, when [ am put out of the stewardship,
they may receive e into their houses !

He then did a very dishonest thing, Calling
those people who owed his master something,
he made them write down on their accounts less
than they owed.  “ How much owest thou my
ford 27 ““ An hundred  measures  of  oil.”’
" Take thy bill and sit down quickly, and write
fifty.”  To another, ““ And how much owest
thou 2 " ** An hundred measures of wheat.”’
" Take thy bill and write cighty.”

_ Now, that scemed a very clever thing to do,
for, by this means, he made friends who would
look after him.  But clever things are not
always good things ; and often people who
have  much  knowledge are quite cevil in their
lives. At school, you should make the best use
of your time, to learn and not be idle, nor to be
always playing. But being truthful is far, far,
better  than cleverness, and (o have a good
knowledge of your Bible is the best education.

What else can we learn from this true story ?
One lesson s, that we owe 1o God (o fove Him
with all our heart, and  mind, and soul, and
strength. That is, we have been made by Him,
and should obey Him fully.  Have yvou always
done what He has told vou ?  Are vou without
sin 7 Supposing someone says to vou,  Well,
it does not matter i vou come short, so long
a5 you do your best,”” would that he truthful ?
Waould not that ** someone ** be just like the
man of whom we have been speaking ?

. You have not—I have not—nor has anyvhody
m this world paid all that is owing 10 God. "¢ Al
;‘::::11('(], ::nd are ,cnmln\;;rms.hm'l of the glory of
o0 (lynn. 3. -:;). wt, then, can we do ?
I.hu:k of what this bad man said.  *“ ) cannot
dig.”

What do you dig for # To lay a foundation
and put up a house. But can.you lay a founda-
tion or build a house that will stand the storm ?
I mean, by a house, a true, godly life that will
please God.

What do you dig for ? To prepare the ground
that you may sow seed and reap a harvest. But
have vou the strength or the willingness to dig
into yvour own heart, and prepare it for good
sced 2 That is a very painful work. And the
seed is the Word of God.

I think you must say, ‘1 cannot dig.” But
I have very good news (o tell you. The Lord
Jesus has alrcady laid a foundation. He Him-
self s the Foundation, and all who come, by
faith, and rest on Him are on a Rock that will
never be moved.

So, also, He is the Fruitful One, and ali who
come, by faith, to Him, reccive of His fruit, for
they are made righteous in Him,

Once more, think of what the bad man said,
“To heg I am ashamed.”” One thing he could
not do, and onc thing he would not do. His
strength and his will were hoth at fault, But
when one comes begging to GOD, thal is nothing
to he ashamed of, Why should it be, since He
is s great and glorious and gracious ?  1f He
has caused vou, dear bov or girl, to feel that you
have sinned against Uim, and can never pay
vour debts to Him, vou will not feel it beneath
vou to sav so to HIM, or to ““ beg ** for His
mercy and forgiveness.

And God can forgive you, because the Lord
lesus has paid the debt completely.  Listen to
these words ¢ Who His Own self bare our

sins in His Own bodv on the tree.”” There He
hung in the guilty place of sinners. Was He
there for vou ?

E.K.

B S

God does not seek mere emotion, but this
does not mean an absence of emotion, He does
not desire mere knowledge, but this is no plea
for ignorance.  Bvery part of our being, every
faculty, should be spiritually yiclded, and under
the gracious leading of the Holy Spirit. Dis-
prupnr(iun is always a hindrance, and this
includes the omission, or crushing, of any
portion of God’s gilt to us. No members are
unnecessary, no powers are unimportant. But
our spiritual life is to govern all, not to be an
abstraction apart from all. It needs the body
lo express true, unartificial spirituality.

If T seek blessing for my own sake, am |
not selfish ? My joy should be a means to the
end,—His glory,
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Some of “ Those Things Which Are
Surely Believed Among Us.”

A address by Mr. PP W, Heward, April, 1917,
INTRODUCTION,

To the glory of God, beloved friends, 1 want
to seek His enabling for a brief outline of some
of ** the things which are most surely believed
among us.”’  Not that a creed may be issued,
not that we may become tied to human language,
but that we may illustrate the Divine words
whereby believers are encouraged to be joined
together in the same mind and the same opinion.
It is precious to know WHOM we have believed,
but because of that it is well to know THAT
WHICH we have believed, that we may he able
10 give an answer to those who ask a reason of
the hope within us, and that we may fulfil the
exhortation to hold fast the form of sound words.
I suppose it is possible, and more than possible,
for dear children of God to come to a gather-
ing week after week, month after month, and
vet to remain in some measure hazy and con-
fused respecting certain portions of God's own
revelation.  The fact that HE has revealed
anything makes it important, and it is not an
encouraging feature of a believer's experience
il that heliever is careless as to a CLEAR under-
stinding of Truth, or its absence, | do not
witnt to suggest that mental knowledge is, of
itself, any value, but God has been pleased to
give us MINDS which we are 1o use for Him,
and if we have received power to understand
what He has set forth, we sin against Him if
we are not concerned to find out what, for
example, is His teaching as to Salvation, HIS
teaching as to Sanctification, or whatever part
of the One Truth it may he. The ONFE Truth,
for the plural is unusual—** doctrineS of God.”
Iet us be clear upon this point,  Weaken one
stone of a building, vou are endangering the
whole, though unwittingly.

Tur Neen axp TRUTH OF REVRLATION.

In the mercy of God, we confess our own
ignorance. We confess, moreover, that though

-

. 29

nature comtaing beautiful purables, nature does
not reveal the character of God in its fulness,
nor the salvation in which our hearts rejoice.
AU the outset, therefore, we turn away from
vurselves viewed naturally, we turn away lrom
nature, in the wider sense of the word, we turn
lrom human instruction and human reasoning
to the Scriptures ol Truth, and before we can
deal with the things that are most surely believed
among us, it is well thut we should set forth by
grice and with full confidence, our fixed relinnee
upon the authority of thay precious Book which
we receive as God’s own gift o our hearts. ** All
Scripture is '’ to us, and in our experience,
* given by inspiration of God,” and thus
** profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for discipline that is in rightcousness '’
(2 Tim. 3. 16). We do not regard the Scriptures
as a human compilation, We do not consider we
have here the words of Moses, there the words of
David, and in another passage the suggestions
of Paul, and nothing beyond, but ruther that God,
though He was pleased to use holy men, was ulso
pleased 10 bear them along by the Holy Sprit, so
that what is set forth is not the opinion of u godly
servant, but the revelation of the Lord Himself.
We do not, in so saying, trust to any human
translation.  Transcription and transhation, being
of men, must fail, but our rejoicing is this, that
the Scriptures AS ORIGINALLY GIVEN were
without error, and that they were complete. No
word was unnecessary, no word was umittc('i.
no word misplaced. God was pleased in His
loving condescension 1o take human language,
but the words of the Lord, though ** words of
arth,” are purified sceven times, so that there
is no dross within them (Ps. 12, 6}, and we are
bold to assert that that which is against Serip-
ture MUST be wrong, and thit which has, it
may be, but one testimony from Seripture, as
far as we can see, MUST be right, beeause the
Ward of our God shall rise for ever, though
men may seck 1o tread it down, 1 have referred
to *translations.”  That which we  possess,
known as the Authorised Version, is precious and
generally aceurate,  For the overruling of God
in this we are grateful, but our resting place
cannot be a teanslation, I there is any difficulty
we seek 1o go back to the original words, and,
comparing Scripture with Scripture, to find what
God means by 1is own expressions, We
acknowledge, furlhcr, that ‘' the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God,
for they are foolishness to him '’ (1 Cor, 2. 14).
Hence, though the Seriptures are God-breathed,
though the testimony of Truth is living, yet
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man in his deadness cannot appreciate truth,
hence we feel the need for a Divine quickening,
and for a Divine leading, that we may perceive
““ the things which are freely given us of God.”
With these thoughts in our mind, and dependent
upon Him, shall we come to consider the Truth
which Scripture sets forth,

Gon’'s ReEvVELATION 0F HimskLe,

Ifirst, as to God Himself. We acknowledge
that by scarching novne can find ouwt God, or
realise the Almighty to perfection. It is true
the heavens declare the glory of God, and the

firmament sheweth His handiwork (Ps. 19. 1),

but Scripture unveils Him more fully in His
attributes, and in His wondrous Triune Person-
ality.  First, as to His attributes. We rejoice
to agree that God is INFINITELY glorious,
and possesses every attribute in unchangeable
perfection.  From eternity to eternity He is
altogether powerful, that *‘ none can stay His
hand or say unto Him, What doest Thou ?
(Dan. 4. 35). We confess that His attributes
are beyond our full comprehension. 11 we begin
o enumerate them, they seem more than can
he numbered.  With HIM there is not only the
absolute wisdom and power which I have men-
lioned, but absolute knowledge, All  things
are naked and laid bare 1o the cves of HIM
(Heb, 4.
Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts ' (Isa. 6. 3).
A holiness that is hoth positive and negative,
for He hates sin. It is ' that abominable
thing which He hates ** (Jer. 44. 4). Hec is of
purer cyes than to bchold iniquity, He cannot
bear that which is evil (Hab, 1. 13). Thus
linked with His intrinsic holiness there is His
wondrous righteousness. A righteousness that
cinnot deviate  from  any  principle o Truth,
cither to save or (o judge. Al His actions must
he in accord with perfect righteousness,  From
the standpoint of judgment this means that God
has the attribute of wrath, though many deny
it.  Wrath which must be carcfully distinguished
from human caprice and human malice, n.nd
human temper.  God has wrath aganst sin,
beenuse of the perfectness of His glory, and the
wondrous contrast which He must be with all
that is evil (Rom, 1. 18)., We rejoice to agree
that God is a God of Truth (Deut. 32. 3) We
rejbice in the fact that God, among His many
attributes, has the attribute of wondrous love
{1 John 1), infinite forbearance (Rom. 2. i),
compassion which is past finding out (Ps. 101,
13. 14 ; John 4. 10).  These, however, will
rather come before us with respect to the out-
working in the covenant of grace.

13). There is absolute holiness. “‘Holy,.

I have referred to His eternity. I would only
add that He is a Spirit (John 4. 24), and though
He may describe Himself in human language
that we may understand something of Him, yet
‘“ heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot con-
tain Him ’' (1 Kings 8. 27). He in His absolute
glory, inhabiteth eternity, and dwellcth in the
high and holy place, yet at the same time with
those who are humble and of a contrite spirit

(Isa. 57. 15).
Tue ‘TriuNtry or Gob,

We pass next to notice His Triune Persoun-
ality.  We do not attempt to explain this by
human reasoning, or even human parallels.
THINGS cannot be compared with God. Finite
persons cannot be compared with God (I’s. 8g. 6).
We are dependent upon revelation, but there the
opening words, which do not attempt to argue,
assert that ** God (in the plural) created (in the
singular) the heavens and the earth ' (Gen. 1. 1).
** Hear, O lIsrael, the Lord our God (plural) is
one Lord (singular) ’* (Deut. 6. 4). ‘* A Holy
One, A Holy One, A Holy One, is the Lord of
hosts ' (Isa. 6. 3), and so there is ‘‘ the Name
(not the NameS) of the Father and ol the Son
and of the Holy Spirit 7 (Matt. 28. 19).  In
Proverbs we read of ““ the knowledge of  the
Holy OneS " (Prov. 30. 3) and the w0fd
“ CreatorS "' is used in the plural.  This is in
accord with the whole of Scripturc. We
have brought before us the glory of the
Father of Whom are all things. Then His Own
Son Who was from eternity, and Who is
viewed as ‘* over all God Blessed for ever '’
(Rom. q. §), is not a creiature, not the Highest
of created beings, but equally God with the
Father. ** In the beginning was the Word and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
GOD " (John 1. ). And also we see the
Divine testimony to the Holy Spirit Who is
marked out as a Person, *‘‘ Now the Lord God
and HIS SPIRIT hath sent Me "’ (Isa. 48. 16).
The lIving 1o the Holy Ghost is lying to God
in Acts 5. And, as we have already seen, there
is the One Name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Spirit. We confess, without any hesi-
tation, and without anv attempt to explain with
human language, the Triune Personality of our
slorious God. '

(7} the Lord will, to be conlinued.)

God is fully faithful, have faith: He is wholly
reliable, let us rely on Him: He is perfectly
trustable,—O that we may trust Him more
simply and wholeheartedly. Let our life be a
response to His character.



THE STUDENT

Satan, His Desires and Devices.

Jub. 1 & 2, Corinthians 12.

Notes of an address by P. I, Heward on
Muay 131, 1937.

These are the daily readings for this day.
Surely, God is over-ruling, in His love and wis-
dom, to teach us this precious lesson of God's
interest in His people.

Jub was the most godly man in the earth
God says su.  Satan disputes God's words, and
said he would curse God to His face.  Job did
not do this, but he did fail.

** Hast thou sct thine heart upon My servant
Job ? " (sce margin) said God to Satan.
Satan has a heart. Satan has desires (he desired
to have Peter). If one is godly, Satan notices
this and sets his heart upon that one for his
own cvil plaos,

Satan is a slanderer. He thought Job's love
was not teal, but only seeming, because his
surroundings  and  possessions were so huappy.
But Sulau does not hknow awhat love is.  He
annot realise the depth of feelings.

We notice that Job’s hands work, that Satan
suggests the putting forth of God's hand, and
that God’s hand is not put forth, but He per-
mits Safan fo put forth his hand. Why ?

God left Hezekiah, but not permanently. He
permitted a thorn in the flesh —a messen.gc-r of
Satan—to buffet Paul (2 Cor. 12. 7).  Some
were to be delivered to Satan for the destruction
of the flesh, in order that the spirit might be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. §).

In all these cases, we observe, the purpose of
God was the humbling of His people, not their
destruction,

Satan is limited iv his power, He could go
no farther than "God allowed.  Everything that
comes to i heliever in the wav of chastisement
is for his good and God's glory, Four things
are permitted to be used by Satan.

1. ghaldmns } Men. 3- Fi((- \

2. Sabeans 4. Wind |

In a future day, Sabeans will have to submit
10 restored Israel (Ps. 72. 10).

How solemn it is for God to allow hereave-
ment and death, for the training ol His child-
ren. 1t was so in David’s  household, but
nothing to what Job cxperienced.  He lost all
his family at one blow.

All this comes upon Job, but not when he was
backsliding.  We are not to judge of the suffer-
ings of others in a harsh manner. We cannot
sav that a person is backsliding hecause he is
suffering trials.

Job's real love to the poor and needy, was
experienced by these.  And they suffered from

Nature,

O SCRIPTURL, at

the loss of his ministeations.  Truly God's ways
are past finding out,  Yer some who honoured
Jub, who probubly had benefitted from his kind-
ness—turned against him—-even spat in his face
(Job 30. 10).

Under this severe trial, Job defended himself.
True, he was misunderstood, but how risky it
is to attempt to defend onesell, especially under
provocation,

What was God's purpose in letting Job have
such a sore experience 2 Job 33 tells us, ** 1o
withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride
from man."”

Though God spoke  of  Job's uprightness
and godliness, Job must not speak of himself
in this way. e are 1o say, “‘we are unprofitnble
servants.’”  The Lord may say, * Well, good
and faithful servant.” .

Samson was strong, Solomon was rich, David
won victories, Corinthians  were  enriched with
spiritual  blessing.  These  things were  their
danger and downfall,

Job had a tendency to pride, Paul was in
danger of ¢ being exalted above mensie.™

Hlness, pain, strain and difficultios ave trying,
but our sanctification and deliveranee from sell
are s important {see Tebrews 12),

AN ARMED TRUCE.

[ OW often nations and classes of men, agree

outwardly, without love inwardly. There
is n '* give and take," officially, to secure s
measure of apparent calm, lacking an inaer
love which produces the fruit of peace.

But it should not be so nmong the children
of God. Peace is beautiful, and the very word
in Hebrew denotes a compleleness. Tt cannot
he merely external or compromising, but real,
and deep, and lasting. Even in homes, where
there should be a resemblanwee of ** Christ and the
church,' one docs not always, or even usually,
find the fulness of unity. There may be some-
thing like an ** armed truce,’’ even in such,
and the illustration of Micah 5. § instead of
living love and holy harmony. Full oneness is
rare. A fear exists of one another, and lest
“this ”* or *“ that " should irritate, and render
sulkv, or hitter, the other. There is not the
fullest confidence, the unity which is possible in
the Holv Spirit.  And so it is frequently in an
assembly.  Unpguarded words are as a fire, and
there is a hesitation, or a concealing, lest there
be an offending.  ** Reserve ”’ supplants holy
harmony, and perfect peace. O that we may
seek the Tord's victory, and present a contrast
with the world, and its imperfections and
failures ! P.W. I
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Sisters in the Assembly.

A brother, who has been a missionary in
North India, writes, in reference to a recent
article in this periodical s —

“ Iy North India, as in other Eastern lands,
in ordinary lile, whether heathen or Moslem,
g woman's head s always covered ; oand an
nncovered  head means disregard  for morals,
exeept in the seclusion of their own house and
family.  Bue it a0 visitor comes,  however
familior, (he women will immediately look for
any bit of cloth to put on the top of the head.
The word ** angel ** in 1 Cor. 11 means the
messenger  or - messengers  addressing the
assembly, who alone is facing them all 5 . ..
it is the speaker to whom uncovered heads of

women  would be obvious and  appear im-
proper,”
The interpretation of the phrase ** because of the

angels ' has heen the subject of controversy, but the
above expression of opinion is worthy of consideration.

(I2d.)

“0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is

good : for His mercy endureth for ever.”
Ps, 107. 1.

The Lord is good, and thanksgiving is good.
Let us speak well (culugize) of the Lord and
glorify Him.  His mercy is true loving kindness,
and it is also full of holiness. The word used

may well imply both thoughts.  This double
richness in Divine language is a help.
We  are conscious  that God desires His

redeemed to enjoy Him, His works, and His
praise.  Their fife is to be a living responsive-
ness, and nothing else can please HIM ; nor
can anything clse bring us joy and satisfaction.
Grace s not rationed, nor restricted, nor doled
out in driblets, but poured ot in overflowing
love,  These pages are not merely  to belp
grammitical  knowledge  of  Seripture, bt
spirituad knowledge, and aequaintance with The
Author,

The psalms illistrate the eharacter of - the
Divine Volume,  They e full of experience,
and appeal to those who have an experience,
which they long to have ever deepened.  To
explain o sentence, o prove 2 pninl, to answer
an error, to meet an argument, to be able to
auote manv passages, to find a verse at once—
all these things mean little, unless they have
first a living foundation, and are associated
with a living desire to glorify a living Lord.

. t

P.W.H.

“WE FAINT NOT."
2 Cor. 4. 1, 16.

YHE servant of the Lord had good reason so
to write. ‘Truly, as the context shews, he
had no casy time. ‘The treasure was in an
carthen vessel, liable to be broken at any time,
for the outwiard man was perishing, This is
true of all God's children, and many are feeling
the weaknesses ol oncoming years. Yet God’s
servant could rejoice in having obtained mercy
and  being ** put into the ministry ** (1 Tim.
1. 12), a ministry of reconciliation (chapter 3. 18),
of the Spirit (3. 8), and of righteousness (3. 9{.
and of being made sufficient with the sufficiency
which is of God (3. 5, 6). With much thay was
external to  discourage and dishearten, he did
not alfow his ‘‘ inward man '’ to be invaded by
these circumstances. They ‘‘ stood around *’
him, but not within. ‘“ We faint not.” Twice
he penned these words, to refresh himself and
to revive his brethren, remembering perhaps
the words of Deuteronomy 20, 8.

What means this word ¢ faint > ? To
abandon anything from cowardice, or laziness,
or despondency.  \What believer is there but
will confess his failure in one or in all three of
these sins 7 But God hath not given to us a
spirit of cowardice (2 Tim. 1. 7). The righteous
are bold as a lon ™' (Prov, 28. 1). This word
“ faint * was used in military circles to describe
want of courage and desertion in the battle-hour.
Shall we be as ‘' Ephraim, armed, carrying
hows,’" *“ who turned back in the day of battle *’
(Ps. 78. g) ?

Or shall we seek an arm-chair existence,

sitting still whilst our brethren go to war (Num.
32. 6) ? Begone all laziness! Let us be work.
men  that need not he ashamed. Are we
sluggards in praver, or slothful in Bible Study ?
If we are permitted to minister the Word, do
we  strive according fo God’s inworking to
obtain that from Him which shall be meat in
due season fo His household 2 ¢ Neither will
I offer burnt offerings unto the Lord mv God
of that which doth cost me nothing,” said
David (2 Sam, 24. 24), '
_Nor should we give way to despondency.
Such o condition may result from an over-
whelming sense of the greatness of the work of
God, and of one's personal unfitness for it.
The Father knows. The work is His. Even
though results he not forthcoming, vet let us
stand with the Lord Jesus, Wha said, ** Surely
My judgment is with the Lord, and My work
(or reward) with My God " (Isa. 49. 4).

“ For which cause we faint not.’”  E.K.
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Joseph -a Beloved Son.
No. 15

We are drawing near the end of our medita-
tions on the life and service of this servant of
the Lord. We have seen how, in his suffering,
humiliation, and exaltation, he is not oaly an
example to the children of God, but is & remark-
ably full type of the Beloved Son of God, the
l.ord Jesus Christ.

The reconciliation with his brothers, originat-
ing with himself, leads on to 4 meeting with his
loved father, for whom he was able 1o care for
the rest of his life, and whose blessing Tor him-
self and his two sons he received ere Jacob *“fell
on sleep.”’

On that last journey to Canaan, the brethren
carried an  abundance of provision for their
journey thither, and for the return with their
lather and their households 1o Egypt.  All was
of Joseph's providing, They had no share in
that.  They were but receivers of blessing, and
the bearers of blessing and good news to those
in_their land, or rather, the land of their pil-
grimage.  They could speak  from experience
of 1 —

(a) .\ living Joseph.

(b) A Joseph able and willing o mee all
their earthly needs.

(¢) To bring evidence of these facts (o the
aged father,

And
living and exalted Saviour, once despised  and
rejected 2 If reconciliation with God through
His finished work on the cross is known, by the
inworking' of the Holv Spirit, it is also his privi-
lege to know Him as able o meet every need,
and bring right on to the end of his pilgrimage.
Further, it will he his delight to speak of such
a Saviour 1o others. Who can tell how Joseph's
brethren conversed on their way 2 Of whom
could they speak but of Joseph 2 They ecarried
with them many (okens of his love, bu it was
himself they knew in a fresh way, and of
Iimself they were burning to speak “when they
came again to Jacob,

And how does Jacob receive  the message ?
“They went up out of Egypt and came into the
lind of Canaan  unto  Jacoly their futher, and
told him, Joseph is vet alive, and he is governor
over all the land of Egypt.  And Jacob’s heart
fainted, for he helieved them not ' (Gen., 45-
25. 26).  Such was his reaction to the news so
suddenly broken.  But he revived, and how ?
“And they told him all the wordy of Joseph,
which he had said unto them: and when he saw
the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him,

what experience has (he  reader of a

the spirit of Jacobh their futher revived, and
Israelt said, Enough ;  Joseph my son is yet
alive + T will go and sce him before 1 die
(verses 27, 28).

Does not the narrative of Luke 24 occur to
the mind ?  Two fainting hearts were revived
by words of a risen Saviour, and by a vision of
Him Who broke bread to them, blesy symbol
of the provision that is in Him.  Two burning
hearts then made known the gl tidings of a
Risen Lord,

Observe, it was Jacob's heart that  fainted,
but Israel it was who said, ** Enough.”  Un-
helief belonged to the old nature. Faith belongs
to the new. It is not merely, ** T will go,” but,
"1 want to go and see him."  And have we
such a yearning to see our Lord 2 Can we SHY,
“ T want to go and see Him " ?

Jacob, encouraged further by a Divine visita-
tion in the night, when God spoke and hade him,
Y Fear not to go down into Egypt,” rose up,
and came into Fgypt, with all his houschold,
sixtyesix  persons. ' And Joseph made ready
his chariot, and weny up to meet Isracl his father,
to Gogshen, and presented  himsell unto him
and he fell on his neck, wept on his neck
a good while ™ (Gen, 46, 2q) This affecting
seene once more illustriates  the  tenderness of
Joseph. His was a loving heart, byt how much
more loving and tender is our Tord Jesus !

“And Tsrael said unto Joseph, Now let me
die, since 1 have seen thy face, hecause thou
arl vel alive (see also chapter 45, 26, 28), Such
A stress on life! Remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, ** T am He that liveth, and heeame
dead, and, behold, T am  alive for cevermore.,
Amen ' (Rev, 1. 18).

Returning to the brethren of Joseph, we read
that Pharaoh spoke to him, not 1o them, Nt
was Tor his sake that the King said, * The land
of Egypt is before fhee ¢ in the hest of the land
make thy father and brethren to dwell "' (note
also chapter 45. 18-20).  And is it not for the
sake of the Tord Jesus we are blessed, yes,
** blessed with all spiritual hlessings in heaven-
Iv places in Christ ' 2 Woe have nothing noavt

from Him. E.K,
_—
We have often heard  (he enconrngement,

“rount vour blessings,” byt many seem rather

to count their trials, though these are blessines,
even if disguised, when we are ** exercised *’
thereby.  Nothing can happen to a saint withe
out rich fruit if he, or she, receive it aright.

God docs not love hecause we loved, bhut we
love because He loved.
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Question and Answer.

No. 141
What do you mean by the expression,
‘* Eternal Security ? " )
Is the expression, as written, found in

Scripture ?  No, but the truth implied thereby
is contained thercein, The Lord Jesus said, ““My
sheep hear My voice, and 1 know them and
they follow Me, and 1 give unto them cternal
lile, and they shall uever perish, neither shall
any pluck them out of My hand ™ (John 0. 28).
Words could not be plainer, and are intended
to comfort the sheep of Christ,

Does God desire His people to have the
assurance of sulvation, or is it of His sovereign
will that it be withheld from some ? That many
of 1is children do go through life doubting and
fearing is  undeniable, though often, when
about ** to depart and be with Christ,”’ the light
breaks and the gloom is dispelled, and the fear
of death, which had oft oppressed them during
life, is taken away,

But should this be the normal state of a
believer 2 Let us look at our text again, and
ask ourselves i few questions.

AT oa sheep of Christ 2 Have I heard His
voice, and do I continue to hear ? Do 1 know
Him to be the Good Shepherd \Who laid down
His life for (he sheep ?7 Is He the One and
Only Saviour (o me, to Whom I look for salva-
tion and to none other, having felt my guilt and
confessed my sin 7 Do I follow Him ?

If humbly, and by grace, T can say ** yes ' to
these questions, and 1 am conscious of not
knowingly harbouring sin, why may | not take
also (o myselfl those words, ‘T give unto them
cternal life 2 Is eternal life eternal or not ?
Surely, T eannot lose what Christ has given, 1
may, through failure, temporarily lose the joy
ol being so blessed, and well it is so, in the
wisdom of God. T am happy, because of my
stunding hefore God, but T may not feel happy
at allb times, My state cannot alter my standing,
but it can affect my personal jov, my witness,
and my  spiritual uscfulness. M.w there be,
beloved reader, in your life and mine, by Divine
enabling, an  increasing  experienced  corres-
pondence between our standing and state.

E.K.

The rut we naturally desire is often the
worst thing for our growth, and thus the Lord
lovingly breaks our plans for our good. Never
thank Him only for what you sce of His will,
but for all of it.

FROM THIE WORD OF

GOD.

“Lift up NOW thine eyes . . .
WHERE THOU ART.

Genesis 13. 14).

Here and now, the pilgrim believer may lift
up his eyes. He has not to wait until he has
departed this life. He is already blessed with
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 1n
Christ (Eph. 1. 3). The Lord Jesus, whilst on
carth, lifted up His eyes into heaven (John 17.1).

Abraham’s rclative, Lot, ** lifted up his eyes,
and beheld all the plain of Jordan, . as the
garden of the Lord.” How desirable, because
so like heavenly things to un-anointed eyes, are
things we covet—yes, ‘‘ covet,’”’ disagreeable as
that word may sound! It all seemed so provi-
dential, too, to Lot ; but to Abraham it meant
H lu()smg from ties that, although natural and
to do with the f.mnly, were a hindrance to a
fulness of life and witness,

Lot's vision was neither high enough nor
comprehensive enough.  He walked by sight,
not by faith, And do we not, beloved, often do
the same ?  Faith, such as Abraham’s, was
restful, contented with God’s appointment, and
meant  fellowship  with  God, power in prayer,
and vietory in life.

His experience of the Divine dealings  was
deeper “after that Lot was separated from him,”’
* Arise, walk through the land in the lengih of
it, and in the breadth of i, for I will give it unto

thee ' (Gen. 13. 17).
now,’” ‘* where we are,”’

The Lord help us
without waiting for our ‘‘ departure,” or for
some extraordinary, ‘‘manifestation”’ or “crisis, "’
to ** lift up ouwr eyes,” and to ** apprehend that
for which also we have been apprehended of
Christ Jesus.” ‘* Eye hath not seen, nor car
heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him, but God h:ilh revealed them
unln us by His Qpiri( " (1 Cor. 2. 9, 10). ** That

Christ may dwell in your heart by faith ; that
ve, being rooted and” grounded in love, may be
able to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth and length and depth, and height, and
to know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, that ve might he filled with all the
fulness of God (Eph. 3. 17-19).

‘¢ (X3

E.K.

God does not seek an aggregate of actions,
hut the living fruit of a whole heart and a
vielded life. A multitude of deeds of obedience
may be ‘‘ impressive,’’ but a fountain of affec-
tion even from a small heginning of childlike
love is the true response of a believing heart.
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Foreseeing the Bvil.

" A prudent man forseeth the evil and hideth
himself, but the simple pass on, and are
punished ™’ Proverbs 22, 3; 27. 12.

What will tomorrow bring 2 | do not know,
What the next day 7 1 cannut tell,  What the
year after this 2 1 dire not say,  Whin will
the stitl more distant future bring 7 Ah, | know
the answer to that question—Unless | escupe
escape now, there must be a dark and dismal
cternity.  God has said so, and the anxious
heart ol a thoughtful man cannot deny it. What
then 7 1s it not prudence, when we forescee the
evil, to seek a hiding place ?  Yes, but where ?
That is the question of the deepest importance.

Many, many years ago, a man saw his condi-
tion, and his danger, and he was afraid, and
hid himself (Gen. 3. 8-10), but it was in vain.
He could not hide himself from God. And the
scarching words still ring out, ‘' Can any hide
himself in secret places that I shall not see him?
saith the Lord. Do not 1 fill heaven and carth?
saith the Lord " (Jer. 23. 24).

And what if 1 make a hiding place of my own
now ? All my work will be swept away, for
““ the waters shall overflow the hiding place *’
(Isa. 28. 17). Your ' good works,” and mine,
dear reader, are not  good enough for God,
indeed they are only filthy rags before Him (Isa.
64. 6).

But there is an answer to my fears, a
provision for my heart’s deep need, and real
hope, that will not make me ashamed, nor any
who trust in Him, That hope is not respecta-
bilitv but a Saviour, not a religion but Christ!
It is written, ‘* A Man shall be a Hiding Place
from the wind, and a covert from the tempest *’
(Isu. 32. 1). This is none other than the Son
of God Who became man to save sinners, And
the troubled sinner says, ‘‘ I flee unto Thee to
hide me ' (Psa. 143. 9). And the Tord Jesus
died to make this Hiding Place, so there is no
uncertainty., Noah, being warned of God, of
things not seen as yel, moved with fear, sought
shelter in the God-appointed ark (Heb. 11, 7)
and not une drop of water fell on him, So it is
for those who seek shelter in Christ, He will
never he swept away, when all other hiding
places are removed.  The Foundation of God
standeth sure.  Ah, dear reader, if you *‘ fore-
see the evil,” why not seek the lord at once,
while He may be found, and eall upon Him
while He is near ?  He will not despise the
prayer of the desolate and heart-broken sinner.

P.W.H.

36
FAITH.

We must be careful to add nothing of ours
(cither before or after conversion) to the work
of Christ, 1t is His finished work upon which
we rest,

* Faith " in itself, viewed as an abstract
thing, and by itsell, is meaningless. You must
have faith in a person, in what he does and says.
Faith does not add any merit to Christ's merit,
by which alone we are saved. Faith, God-given,
is in Him, to Whom we are thus joined, and is
a fruit of life,

The regenerite person believes, and goes on
believing, proving the liveliness of his faith by
his works. E.K.

The devil has a temptation for every act—ol
obedience, something to overstep or to travesty,
vet cleverly disguised, that we may be snared
on the very line of secking to please the Lord.

g
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“ IF THE LORD WILL." —-MAY, 1849,
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Suggested Daily Readings.

“ |F THE LORD WILL.”—JUNE, 1949.

Day RE \DING LEARNING I
Jureminh Mutthew Jareminh | ColoBsiunsg
1 a1, 16 | 14, 2236 | 81. 9 ' 4. 3
¢ | o1, 19.32 | 16. 1-14 10 ‘ i
3| a1, 33.49 | 16, 15-u8 11 ! b
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28 | 4. 1-8 | 23. 1-12 32 7
U | 4. 9.17 028, 1828 83 8
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Notes on Memorized Verses.
JEREMIAH jo.

This, and the following chapter, declare the love of
God to Israel, His purpose of grace toward her, yet His
hand also chastening.,  Herein are also manifested Divine
principles, for, * whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth '
(Meb, 12, 6) see also, Deut, & 5. And, * the gifts and
calling of God are without repentance *' (Rom. 11, 29k
note Jer. 30. 20.

1, 2. The word came,  The words to be written (Rom.
15. 4). 3, ' For "—the Divine reason. 1 will,*" * thev
Gl The word of comfort prepares for the prophecy
of teibulation. 4, Israel and Judah, They are one in
Gad's purpose, 5, 6, The intensity of sorrows nol con-
contedd, 7, A * day ™ only, yet surpassing all others in
trouble, " but ' . .. 8, ** Saved "'—u complete deliver-
ance, 9, Y Scrve the Lord ** (worship) David their king
(sro Fazek. 34. 23, 24). The heavenly and the carthly
in harmony. 10, “ From afar ' and “‘ from captivity ”
a return fo rest, quiet, and confidence, 11, A distinction
in God's dealings—“a full end ™ and ‘*correction in
measre.”” 12, 13, Israel’s neglected state because of her
sin, 14, Forgotten and unsought. * Thy sins were
increased *' (see mext verse). 15, ‘‘ An enemy ' -* n
ceuel one ” (v. 19). Yet, 1 have done these things "
{see Isn. 10. §-7. 18, A recompence of ‘' tribulation to
them that trouble " cf. 2 Thess, 1). 17, Health and

healing for unsought outcasts.  Notice the Divine ** 1
will " again and again, 18, ** Tents,” * dwelling-places,’’
*ocity,”” ' palace.” A literal restoration, 19, A jfull
restoration, * I will multiply,” ** 1 will glorify.” * Not
few,” * not small.” 20, ** Children ’* (home), * Congre-
gation "' (assembly for worship). 21, ‘' Nobles ™ (see
margin). ** Their Governor.” Is this Messiah ? Has
not Christ engaged lis heart to approach His God on
hehalf of His own ? 22, A promise oft repeated to lsrael
and the Church. 23, 24, ** The intents of His heart *’
must be performed in mercy and in judgment. Do awe
consider ?

JEREMIAH 31.

I, ** At the same time " (see preceding verse), 2,
* Left of the Sword ' (a striking figure of sparing mercy).
*Grace,” Rest,” even in the wilderness. Grace, because,
* 1 went to cause.’” 3, The love known by the love shewn,
4, 5, Building and planting, often together in Scripture.
6, Contrast 1 Kings 12. 28. Israel and Judah now one.
7, Thy people, though a remnant. 8, Yet a * great
company '* from all quarters, and of all conditions.
9, They shall come . . . I will lead. Effect and cause,
for 1 am Father (ultimate cause). 10, 1I, A message to
nations.  Gathered, kept, redeemed, ransomed—words
of grace. 12, Zion (see verse 6). Body and soul blessed
through ** the goodness of the Lord.” 13, 14, Virgins,
young men and old, priests and people. Joy, comfort, and
satisfaction. 15, A sudden change of subject, not unknown
in the prophets. A prophecy already fulfilled (Matt. 2.
16-18). 16, Those who * are not '’ shall return, Death
shall not hold them. They shall rise again. 17, Is this
a continuation of verse 16, or a promise, as in chapter
30. 20, and in verse 8 ? 18, 19, Chastisement not despised,
but turned to good account. 20, A very tender unveiling
of the love of God for His children. 21, ¢ Set thine
heart,”” not only the steps. ‘‘ The way thou wentest *’
(cf. chapter 2. 2, 3). 22, A prophecy of Christ, the Seed
of the woman. 23, Judah, when restored, will be a land
of righteousness and holiness, and 24, husbandry and
shepherding. 25, A fulness of blessing for the weary and

sorrowful. 26, Was this the prophet’s experience ? 27,
‘“ Behold, the days come ' (see verses 31, 38). 28, A
“ cowing,” not in death, but with life. 1 have

watched "' to afflict in chastening. “ T will watch * to
Dess, Divine care! 29, 30, “ In those days," a perw
principle comes into action. Children shall not suffer,
as in these days, because of the fathers’ sins, as, in
31, a new covenant is promised. 32, The old was broken
despite the kindness of God. 33, A new place for th.'.
Jaw, in the heart, not on tables of stone (cf. 2 Cor. 3. 3).
34. A new experience, each knowing the Tord in a per-
sonnl way. 35, 36, The Creator, the Lord of Hosts, the
Sustainer, and Continuer of all, points to His ordinances
as a pledge of His promises, 37, What is impossible for
man a figure of what God has declared impossible hecause
of 1lis unchanging character. 38, Literal places (see

Neh, 3. 1, for example) in Palestine, suggesting a literal
fulfilment, 39, *“ A measuring line,”" for God's work is
planned. 40, There was a restoration under Ezra and

Nehemiah, but this shall be * for ever.”

One word of God is sufficient for faith and
for obedience. One promise is enough to trust,
one command is enough for obedience and to
keep from disobedience.

Correspondence from any Believers and Enquirers :—

61 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.7 ,
Phone: Grangewood 4196. No telephoning on Lord’s Day
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Words of Encouragement.

It is impres-
sive that  the
added word
“““mercy ' is to
devoted scrvants
of God, and not
in the letters to all,  The most encouraging
saint still needs mercy, and we are all *“ looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
cternal life.””  And  the multiplied grace and
peace must not be forgotten, God delights in
fulness, abundance, and overflow. We cannot
be over-grateful for ‘* the exceeding riches of
Iis grace '’ (Eph. 2. 7). We remember, too,
the millennial promisc of *‘ abundance of peace
so long as the moon endureth 7 (Ps. 72, 7).
and the * peace . . . as a river " of Isa. 48. 18

‘“ Grace, mercy, and peace.”’
‘** Grace unto you, and peace,
be multiplied.”

Titus 1. 4. 1 Peter 2. 2.

66. 12, let God's obedient children delight in
the happy realization  of  such  outpoured
hlessings.,

P.W.H.

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND TPRAJSE.

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66, 18,

Only those *“ IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10, 22, can “ CONTINUE " in
prayer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING ™ Colossians 4. 2.

“ Praying in the Holy Ghost."” Jude 2o0.
1. For those in authority (Rom, 13. 1, 1+ Tim. 2. 1-4).

The times are solemn: our ** politics ™' remain
heavenly  (** citizenship,'” Phil. 1. 20), but our
responsibilities 1o pray ave real, even as in the

days of Ezea (6. 10).

2. For  Isruel—scattered, peeled, confused —-that  God
may s in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isn. 6z. 6, 7). and that DPsalm 122. 6 nnd
Jereminh g1, §0 may be a renlity to us.

4. For 1lebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants and
difficulties, particularly in other lands,

4. Por suints on the Continent, and their many diffi-

culties, including persecution and  repressioa.
troubled China, and the trials of God’s servanis

§ For
in that land.

THOUGITS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

6. Ve ke Lord's work entrusied to us, in this and
other langs, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive  to Him, that we may never settie
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce {(Lebanon),

1. A. Franco (Argentine and around), Paul
Rosenberg  (Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), H. A,
Werner  (Germany).  Continue. 10 pray  for

the Lotd's enabling, if He will, of additiona!

fellow.workers for S. America.

7. The growth of literacy, opening doors both  to
evangelical  and ideological literature, in many
lands

8, For aged  believers, that lIsaiah 46, 4 and Psalm
o2, 1y may he realised,

9. For God's blessing in families (“* Thou and thy

house '), and that many *‘little ones ' may
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).

lonely missionaries, cut ofl from intercourse with
fellow saints,

“ Continue in prayer and watch in the same
with thanksgiving.”’ Col. 4. 2.

10. For

Pocms 1o Help Christian Experience.~ 174,

“In the morning will | direct my prayer unto Thec
and will look up.” Ps. 5. 3-
“ Let my praver be set forth before Thee as incense
und the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.’”
Ps, g1, 20

Gad by heaven, look on me ;
1 am necdy ever,
Whom have I, but only Thee ?
Weak is my endeavour
Thee to please,  Grant me Thy pow'r
This same hour,

Hewr my pleading, as [ pray
In the early morning ;
May 1, through the livelong day,
Heed Thy words of warning ;
And Thy waerds of comfort too,
Warm and true.

O'er my daily task 1 hend ;
As Thy faithful servant
[ 1o duty would attend,
Yot in spirit fervent,
Serving Thee for Thy veward,
Gracious Lord.

So when eventide is here
And my task completed,

] may not be Tull of fear,
Feeling sad, defeated

But commeniding all to Thee

Trustingly.

Let me lay me down in peace ;
l.et Thy ealim possess me.
From all eares Thy child release
Al that would distress me ;
Giive to Thy beloved sleep ;
Safely keep,
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“BE INSTANT.”
2 Tim. 4. 2.

This command  was  given o an  oid-time
preacher, Circumstances  have not changed,
and it is ours today.,  But do we listen theseto?
Of what quality is our obuedicence ?

I'he word implies, ** stand vver.''  The Lord’s
servants must never be idle or sleepy.  They
have no warrant for lying down. Having been
raised from the dead, they are commanded to
take their stand.  The public ministry of the
new covenant is especially  thus marked (con-
trast the sitting down of old). ‘* Peter standing
up "—"* Go stand.””  The christian life is
parallel ; ** Stand  oft from iniquity (2 Tim.
2. 19). ' The Father hath made us stand in the
Kingdom ™" (Col. 1. 13. Gk.) ** That ye may
be able to stand.”  Hence daily witness and
ministry arc linked. .

Morcover, this precept implies  interest  and
urgency. There is not the idea of pulpit cold-
ness and distance.  ‘‘ Standing over ' is no
casy task unless the heart be fixed by God. Tt
s natural and  popular 1o preach ' striking
platitudes,” but the true evangelist must  be
ready  for unwearying and yet wearving indi-
vidual work,  Further, the expression suggests
authority.  As the bishop has ** oversight,” so
the evangelist [who is scripturally an itinerant
supervising bishop] has an  *‘ over-standing."’
Al ministry involves ruling, Here is the diffi-
culty unless pride be suffered to enter and wreck
cvervthing. Henee  the  need  for  thorough
testing, and for proof of continued humility. In
his measure, every brother has this ‘¢ standing
over.” - The Tord has given influence that it
may be used to His glory.

There is a contrast with the ** heaping: upon
(or over) '’ themselves of their or n teachers in
* religious ” service.  The true minister js not
chosen by the flock. ow manv Sauls there are
when there should be Davids-—men after God's
own heart.

' Stand over! " Who is sufficient for these
things 2 The precediag verse speaks of the
Lord’s Kingdom and instructs  His people 1o
herald the Word.,  Here then is our strength and
m'mﬁdcnre, our encouragement.  Though it be
fhﬂ'u-ull’ 1o rebuke—il the Lord has called us to
ity we dare not fear. If we are uncalled, woe is
us that we intrude.

Now is the Holv  Spirit’s  general  outward
witness (as well as His individual saving work)
by the ministry of the God-breathed Word.,
Soan shall the breath of the Lord kindle a fire
to burn the ung'mlly, Now is  the “gcnlle

reproving ' which He doth sunggg men. Soon
will come the thorough reproving (Jude 15, Gk.)
which will involve death, judgment, and evers
fasting perdition from the presence ol the L({l‘(l.

Even so, there is now a gracious ** standing
over ** on the part of those who delight 1o
preach Christ, but there cometh the * standing
over ' of  sudden destruction (v Thess. 5. 3)
and the foes of truth shall not escape,

Beloved readers, how solemn is our  transis
tional witness, Those who will not have the
Lord of grace to rule over them will have death
for their sovereign,  Those who despise the holy
control of His Word will know the awful
restraint of His righteous wreath,  Those who
will nol endure the one must endure the other.

P.W.II.

* Both to Bxhort and to Convince.”

Titus 1. g

l ET us observe this iwofold ministry and what
4 comes first. The word ** exhert * sugpest.
encouragment 10 saints. It is lterally ** call
alongside "'—a contrast with the right attitude
wwards  * gainsayers,''  those  who Y say
against.”’ ‘

How blessed is fellowship, how necessury iy
separation.  And  this  “encouragement Uiy
united  with ' healthy  teaching.” The Huoly
Spirit emphasizes a believer's rue * health ™ in
this epistle (1. 13, 2. 1, 2, 8 s0 1 Tim 1, 10,
6. 2, 2 Tim. 1, 13, 4. 3, only in these oplsllcs
through Paul; thus are they linked spectly),

“Are we sufliciently  concerned  abuur spiritual

health? [t is precious to see how definitely
Colossians and 1 John for example answer those
in crror, but they first refresh saints.
let us ever seek such service, Mere argu-
ment, however brilliant, shows no fellowship with
God. Here is an important test, and thae which
older brethren should be expected to show, in
much maturity.  Let ' encouragement ' not
* discouragement,” constructive not destructive
ministry, be more emphasized, in love to saints,
in the power of the Taly Spirit,
WL .

The child of God is privileged to call God
“ather,”’ byt though our beloved Lord is not
ashamed 1o call us brethren, we are  never
encouraged 1o speak of, or to, Him thus, This
has & wondrous bearing on reverence,’ ou the
«kmg(-r ol human ' inferences,”” and on the
consistent unveiling of His Deity.

(X}
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS.
Little Things Made Wise.

o CPhe ants are u pevple nel strong, yel “they
prepare their meal i lhe swmmer.”’

Prov. jo. 25

We speak of the ** busy bee, and su i is.
But il you hiave watched a number of ants near
their * homes,” you will see how quickly they
move and how busy they are.  Sumetimes you
see them carrying stores of food —loads which
scem o be larger than themselves,

Bees have one over them called the *' Queen,”
but ants are ‘“a people " without * guide,
overseer or ruler 7 (Prov. 6. 6). They live in
companies, are fond of cach other, and care for
their little ones,

There are many different kinds of ants, but
those of which Solomon speaks are careful to
ctore food. He knew much about living things,
great and small, because God gave him great
wisdom, and he used it to find out the ways of
cven little creatures, .

He tells us, * There be four things which are
little upon the earth, but they are wise, made
wise " (Prov. 3o. 24 margin) and he begins with
the ANTS, What does he say about them ?

First, ** they arc a people not strong."’

Sccond, ‘¢ they prepare their meat ™ also

“ provideth her meat,”’ and ‘¢ gathereth
her food ** (Prov. 6. 8).

Third, They make use of the summer time

and harvest to get i1eady for the winter.

From the ways of these ** little things made
wise,’" we are to learn, whether old or young,
especially if we are inclined to be lazy.  God is
displeased with idleness, and says, “Go to the
ant, thou shuggard ; consider her ways, and be
wise 7 (Prov. 6. 6).

OF course, we know why the ants are wise
i is heeause they are made wise by God, Though
they have no ruler,”’ they keep together, and
all ‘work together for the good of all. ‘That is
how God made them, and how they shew the
wisdom Ife gave them.  And ants have been
acting like this since they were created. It
Cdoes not leave us any room 1o be proud when
we ire told 1o ¢ consider ier ways and be wise.”’

'Hul, calling to mind the three (f\ings already
satid about them, we are sure that there is more
than a warning against idlencss in these words
of Scripture,

First, then, ' They are a people not strong,”
and they are “little upon the carth.”  And this
is true of you who are children, although alf,
old and young, arc very small in the cyes of the

great God, The ant has a God-given '* sense
that she must live and therefore must not be
lazy. Therefore she stores up sceds and grain
in her underground homc. Some kinds also
keep insects down there, which they ** mitk "’
as men milk cows. They knote they must il
o live,

What has this to do with you ? Well, you
are dependent upon God, and you need heavenly
swisdom, that you may seek the gift of God,
which is heavenly life.  Does this matter to
you ?

" Next, we notice the ant prepares, provides,
and gathers food.  She is in carnest.,  The
winter is coming and she must be ready. The
ord Jesus once said to some people who came
tv Him for bread, ** Labour not for the meat
that perisheth, but for that meat which endureth
unto everlasting fife ' (John 6. 27). What did
He mean 2 Why, dhat they must be in earnest.
Bread is good and needful for this life, but He

wanted them to. long for heavenly bread.  He
Himself is the True and Living Bread, and
those who receive Thim have everlasting  life.

Let me ask vou, again, does it matter to you
whether vou have this life 2 Oh, 1 wonder if
vou are ready for the winfer time whiclt is surely
coming ; that time of judgment when it will
be too late to receive the gift of God if one has
not already been so blessed.” How sad are
those words, ** The Tarvest is past, the summer
is ended, and we arc not saved.”

Thirdly, the ant makes good use of summer
and harvest time ; then, and then only, is there
food to be gathered.  ““ Now is the day of
salvation.””  Young as vou are, you must be in
carnest il vou are to be ready to meet the l.ord
Jesus, Who is coming soon, ‘¢ How can 1 be
ready,”’ you ask. Listen ! The Lord Jesus
says, ‘AL things are now ready. Come.”
That means He finished the work He came to
do when He died on the cross.  And now he
says, * Come.”  Will you come, and prove
that, though little, you are ** wise, made wise? "’

JTAMES 1. 16, 1.

Owr gracious Father, good—how  good = Thy piving,
And, O how perfect is Thine ev'ry gifi!

O give us geace, that on Thy boumy Yiving,
We may be kind, and other souls uplift.

“ In Christ "'—not  only relation, not  only
nearness, nol only - contact, but living union,
feading o communion,  How wonderful—but
real.



THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 41

(» mwz} 2 ',' .V (;“"7 Cogve . v -
| STI(J#H(@S@BWWUQQ
N 4"_\ g " FOUNDED

, 1904

Some of “ Those Things Which Are

Most Surely Believed Among Us.”
An address by Mr. P, W. Heward, April, 1917,
(¢continued)

CRrReaTION A DIriCcT Work or Gob.

We are deeply and solemnly interested in the
covenant of grace, and the manner in which
our own hearts have been led to a Saviour Who
will not lose us, but we must not become
selfishly occupied with the love which has
abounded toward us. [t is well, thercefore, to
realize that before we were created, before man
was created at all, **in the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.’” ** By the
Word of the Lord were the heavens made, and
all the host of them by the Breath of His mouth '’
(Ps. 33. 6). \We rejoice to attribute all creation
to God. We totally deny all theories of the
eternity of matter, and equally all theories of
evolution, for God has marked out in the very
first chapter of Genesis how He made things
after their kind, and that man was a distinct
creation ; and in the epistle to the Hebrews He
has reminded us that “ things that are scen did
not come into beimz out of things which do
appear ' (Heb. 11, 3).  We confess, therefore,
the work of God in creation as well as in a
present providence, Ife is not, as some ancient
philosophers  described  their  conception  of
Deity, one who is far awav and indifferent to
the concerns of men. Having created, He is
interested in all things.  He * upholds all
things by the Word of Iis power ' (Heb, 1. 3).
We look on the heavens above and we see their
host which He brings forth by number, He
calleth them all bv names, for that He is great
in power, not one faileth (Isa. go. 26). The
sun knoweth his going down ; the laws of
nature do not bind their Creator. He is able
to vary anv general principles if He so pleases,
as when He hearkened to the word of Joshua
in that rémarkable dav. But He is a God of
order, and thus we find stamped upon nature
reminders of the fact that He is not the Author
of. confusion, and as we look around on God’s

creative work, from the wondrous stars 1o the
tiniest forms of lile, our hearts are bound to
say, * O Lord, how manifold are Thy works,
in wisdom hast Thou made them all.™* ** The
carth is full of Thy riches " (Ps, 104. 24). And
again, " The works of the Lord are pgreat,
sought out of all them that have pleasure
therein ™' (Ps, 111, 2).

Tne CrREATION or Manx ann 1hs FaLL,

Whereas  respecting God's work in nature,
He speaks of the ancient mountains and reveals
a distant past ; as to man a definite period of
time is given.  We totally reject the thought
that man was a development, or that different
men were formed or evolved in different parts.
We believe that God made one man, Adim, on
the sixth day of a literal week.  That there was
no pre-adamite man, and that all  nations
descend from the original Adam and Eve whom
God placed in the Garden of Eden. We thus
sorrowfully confess there is n sad brotherhood
of humanity, a brotherhood out of whicli by
grace we have been brought. But Ged did not
make man sinful,  He made man upright, but
man found out many inventions (lcel, 7: 29).
the garden under @

Adam was placed in
covenant. [Eve, having been deceived, took the
forbidden fruit.  Adam  was NOT deccived

(1 Tim. 2. 14), but by an exercise of free-will
chose 1o follow his wife’'s suggestion rather
than the direct statement of God,  The result
was that through one man sin entered into the
world and death by sin (Rom. 5. 12). On that
very day his relationship to God was severed.
He had been made in the likeness and image of
God, apparently arrayed in light, and charac-
terized as belonging to God in the genealogy (‘)f
Luke 3. But, being mutable, he fell from this
position, and physical death (which probably
took place on the appointed sacrifice the same
day) ensued as to his body within ** the thousand
vears dav ' of which Psalm oo speaks,  Thus,
at the present time, men are no longer children
of God. They are creatures belonging to God.
We confess that He has a right to their
obedience 3 but by nature all ave children of
wrath, and by pr'nctire sons of disohedience
(Eph. 2, 2). Many words arc employed in
Scriptwie to set forth man's ruined condition.
Shapen in iniquity, thev are only evil continually.
Corrupt, thev do abominable  works, there is
none righteous, no not one, There is nonce that
understandeth or that even seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way, thev are lost,
they are far off.  Seripture never hides this
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fact. Man has been a fallen creature ever
since the iniquity of Adam. True, there have
been further steps in the path away from God,
for we acknowledge the development of iniquity ;
even as increasing  violence covered the earth
until God sent a literal and universal flood.

Tue RuiN aAND UNIMPROVABILITY OF MAN.,

We likewise confess that different languages
were brought about by God’s judgment of man’s
wicked attempt to deny the words of Truth and
to assert the unity of the race, and the glory of
man, in a way which dishonoured the Creator.
We do not attribute the diversity of language
to diversity of creation, for as we have seen,
ALL are from one man—Adam ; but we
attribute this to a direct appointment of God in
judgment, which took place with respect to the
literal building of a literal tower in the plain of
Shinar, which has from carly times, and will be,
Satan’s  Babylonian centre,  We sce no hope
for man in man. Centuries pass, but man
remains in his sins.  \We regard the thought of
a crowning race to be evolved from the present
as a lie, and diametrically opposed to every testi-
mony of Scripture.  Man is hurrying on to a
climax, but the climax will be transgressors
coming to the full, and there will not bhe the
bringing in of ‘‘ the Christ that is to be ” by
human development, but of the Antichrist.
Man’s darling, man’s hero (Rev. 13. 4) will have
the number of man (Rev. 13, 18) ; he will war
against God, and show defiance of God’s
righteous authority, Hence we view all human
efforts to raise up humanity as utterly doomed
to failure, and suggestive of minds quite
contrary to God’s revelation of the unimprova-
bility of man.  Yet when we assert absolute
depravity we do not mean to imply that all sin-
ners are equally lacking in what may be termed
*“ moral qualities '’ with respect to one another.
There are those who shew kindliness to
fellow-creatures. There are those whn practice a
measure of common business honesty.. We
recognise these diversities, but man at his
heart IS A SINNER, and his best is unrigh‘eous-
ness. Thus while not asserting absolute
depravity before one another, we must confess
that the crcature has nothing but sin before
God,

Gon’s Rigureous CraiMs UroN Man anp
ETERNAL JUDGMENT,

Yet in his moral, and willing, inability to
carry out the righteous law of God, we do not
sce any abatement of God's holy claim. God
has a right to demand still the obedience of the

sinner. God has a right to view men as those
who ought to [ulfil His law, and consequently
we acknowledge that in the future every ungodly
one whose sins have not been removed by the
precious blood of Christ will be judged for ever,
whether he has lived in this land or in an openly
heathen land. God’s judgments will be accord-
ing to works, and He the Judge of all the earth
will do right, (Rev. 2o0. 12). As many as have
sinned without law shall perish without law,
those who have sinned in the law shall be judged
by the law, (Rom. 2. 8-12). Thus there will be
diversities with respect to the judgment, but not
with respect to its length. It shall be more
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha, that is, a
less heavy weight of judgment will be upon
those wicked cities than upon the cities which
rejected the testimony of Christ (Matt. 10. 15 ;
11. 24). But all will have an eternity of judg-
ment, an cternity of separation from God. We
do not find in Scripture any thought of a restora-
tion after death, There is no ‘‘ larger hope "’
than the hope which we shall see to be in Christ
for guilty sinners who are saved while now it is
the day of salvation. ‘Those who die in their
sins will know the awful position of eternal
destruction away from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of His power, (2 Thess. 1. g),
where their worm dieth not and the fire is not
quenched (Mark 9. 48), for he that hath not the
Son of God shall not sec life, but the wrath of
God abideth on him (John 3. 36), in everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his angels
(Matt, 25. 41), where he that is filthy will be
filthy still (Rev. 22. 711). The wondrous
unveiling of Luke 16 shows, moreover, that amid
judgments there may he a feeling of remorse,
and desire for others to cscape, but no real
repentance before God. Men will be compelled
to bow in the Name of Christ, Even things
under the earth must ACKNOWLEDGE Him,
but there is no thought that they will be brought
to that loving obedience which is the resulr of
‘“ a new crcation.” In this connection it is well
to set forth that while we see no hope for man
in man, our recognition that man has a duty
toward God, compels us to use the law lawfull?\'
and to shOW.men what they ought to be, though
we :nake this a background for the displav of
God’s grace.  We have no thought that the
El{”t_v smner dead in sins will produce a living
fﬂ!th. As we shall ShOrtly realise, there is a
faith beyond * duty-faith,”” even as there is 2
repentance which Christ is exalted to give
(Acts 5. a1), and which in the merciful working
of the Holy Spirit so many of us have
cxperienced.  But there is also a natural and
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national repentance cven as there is a natural
and national faith, of which the sinner is
capable, and for which the sinner is accountable
(cf. John 3). While we regard God’s work as
a work of saving poor guilty sinners OUT
FROM this ruined world, and OUT FROM this
evil age, we do not imagine that He has for-
saken the earth in the sense of leaving it without
any attention. He maketh His sun to risc upon
the evil and upon the good and sendeth rain
upon the just and on the unjust (Matt. 5. 45),
and men owe a natural gratefulness to God for
the many blessings which He grants to them.
(7! the Lovd will, to b conlinued.)

Inspired Words, Inspected.

Under this heading, we shall, if the Lord will,
examine some texts, mainly in the New Testa-
ment, in the light of their original language. It
is not that the Authorized Version is disparag.d,
but since that beautiful translation was made,
some English words do not carry exactly the
same meaning as at that time. It is hoped that
these studies will be helpful to vounger believers
and that older ones may not find them uninter, st.
ing. Moreover, they may become an incentive
to some to study the Greek language themselves.

No. 1

“Wherefore we labour, that, whether present
or absent, we may be accepted ot him.”

2 Cor. 3. 9.

Thesc words seem to teach salvation by works.
We may be sure the translators did not intend
to convey this idea. Moreover, Scripturc
nowhere teaches that man is to ** labour *' to be
‘“ accepted by God. ‘“ Not by works of
rightcousness which we have done, but accord-
ing to His mercy He saved us '’ (Tit, 3. 5). lLet
us, therefore, more closely examine the words.

“ Wherefore *' (dio =because of which), The
* knowledge '’ and ‘‘ faith ' respecting resur-
rection (see context preceding).

‘“ Also.” Faith and spiritual knowledge do
not exclude endeavour.

“ We labour *’ (philo-timoumetha). A com-
pound, employing a word meaning ‘‘ love *’ and
one meaning ‘*‘honour.”” One may love honour in
the sense of aiming at the reward of diligent
labour rightly directed. That is ambition. Or
one may be in love with honour for purely moral
reasons, as when one savs, ‘* 1 make it a point
of honour.” Perhaps, in the spiritual sphere,
both ideas may be present. It is the purest
ambition of a child of God to please His Father.

Also, it will be a matter of honour to be or do
nothing to bring reproach upon His Name, His
cause and His people.

“ Whether  present **  (cite
present  participle) whether ** nt
previous use of the word).

““ Whether absent ' (eite ckdemountes, present

participle) ** away from home * (sce previous
use of the word).
“ We mayv be accepted "
well pleasing (pl.) to be.”
for we are ‘‘accepted in  the Beloved.”
“* Acceptable ' would be nearer  the meaning.
Though every believer is accepted, can it be truly
said that each is acceptable ?

“O0f Him ' (autoi=to Him, that is, to the
Lord—the Lord Jesus.

Thus, the text is not dealing with the matter
of salvation; but faith in action, faith's response
to the Lord Whom we do not wt present sce,
but Whom we shall see *‘ as He is.””

endemountes,
home ' (scc

(euarestoi  einni=
Not ** accepted,’’

1Al

— -

A HYMN OF DP'RAISE,

To our God be glory,
Lift your voices high ;
in the blood of Jesus
Ye are ever nigh.
Thanks be to the Father,
Who hath made us meet
For [lis holy presonce,
Gloriously complete,

Helpless ones and hopeless,
In our guilt cxposed

To His righteous anger
Were we, and with closed

Eurs to all His plendings,
With averted fnce,

Were we till arrested
By His sovereign grace,

We had but demerit ;
Nought had we to glve,
In a forcknown season
Mighty love said, '* Live "
From our graves emerging,
Into life we passed—
Life that God hath given,
Evermore to lnst.

A our sins forgiven,
M that once defiled
Cleansed away for cver,
We are reconciled.
Blessed is our standing,
Righteous in God's sight,
Worthy of the Holiest
In eternal light,

We are not merely adopted sons, but born
from above. God has no sons-in-law, but many
sons-in-grace. The relationship is real and
eternal.
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“They which do.”
“They that are.
Galatians 5. 21, 24.

There is a great gull between the states set
forth in these two phrases. O, how many lay
stress upon their ** doing,”” as a kind of hope
that their works may find favour with God.
True, in this cxpression, ** they that do,”’ the
works are of an exceedingly sinful kind, but the
whole argument of ** Galatians " is the futility
of human works and the efficacy of Divine
Girace.

In the immediate context, the contrasts are
abundant. ‘“ The flesh ”” and ‘‘ the 'spirit *' are
*“ contrary the one to the other.”” The one has
“ works,” the other *‘fruit,” suggesting on
the onc¢ hand painful effort, on the other, natural-
ness and seasonableness.  One s connected
with *‘ being under law ; '’ that is bondage ;
the other with ** walking *’ and ** being led ; 7’
that is liberty, the freedom of a redeemed and
living one. The former are still ** practising '’
evil, the latter *“ did crucily (a past act) the flesh
with its passions and desires.”’

Even now, the works of the flesh are ‘* mani-
fest,”” but there is a future awaiting those
‘“ which do such things.””  ** They shall not
inherit the Kingdom of God.”

What 1 am necessarily  governs what 1 do,
and in this respect is far more important than
what 1 do; though if I am Christ’s, my life will
shew it in Christlikeness. Said Paul, ** By the
grace of God, T am what I am: and His grace
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain
but I laboured more abundantly than they all »
(1 Cor. 15. 10).

“They that are Christ’s’’ is a phrase in which
the apostle delighted (sec 1 Cors 3. 23, 15. 23 ;
2 Cor. 10. 7 ; Gal. 3. 29, 5. 24). So does the
Lord Himself, Who has purchased them for
His Own possession,  They are ‘‘ the seed of
Abraham,’” ““ all things are theirs,” thev shall
be raised ‘‘ at His coming.”  Such are their
privileges. Are they mine, and have I crucified
the flesh.  This is my responsihility, and the
evidence that T am His. .

Dear fellow-believers, let us be humbly grate-
ful for what we are, and live in the Holy Spirit’s
power, in marked contrast to that which, at one
time, we practised. ** But now being made free
from sin, and become servants to God, ye have
vour fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
life (Rom. 6. 22). '

OF SCRIPTURE.

On being filled with the Spirit.
EPHESIANS 5. 18, 19, 20.

We hear a good deal today about the baptism
of the Spirit, the gift of the Holy Spirit, the
signs following, the fulness and anointing of
the Spirit, the enduement with power, etc., and
many Christians have banded themselves to-
gether under various names and titles, claiming
special blessing from the Lord associated with
one or more of these expressions,

Leaving, however, such claims, and avoiding
sweeping statements, which are generally un-
wise, let us ask ourselves the simple question,
** What does it mean to be filled with the
Spirit ? *  The Scripture with its context
referred to above will, I feel sure, supply the
answer,

The first part of the exhortation is, ‘* Be not
drunk with wine, wherein is excess.” The
figure before us is the man intoxicated with
wine, who becomes merry, talkative, foolish,
hilarious, and the contrast to this intoxication
of wine is to be filled with the Spirit. The
result will be that the one so filled will be happy
in a spiritunal way. There will be the experience
recorded in the connected verses, talking,
singing, making melody in the heart to the
Lord, continual communion and thanksgiving.
If this is our state then we are filled with the
Spirit.

The ecvidence of being filled with the Spirit
of God is not necessarily in doing some great
work for God, bringing others to His feet, or
turning many to righteousness, delightful as
this would be, The evidence is rather in this con-
tinual flow of intimacy and communion with the
Lord, and which will result in the precious fruit
of the Spirit being manifest through life’s
changing scenes, whether of adversity or of
joy.

Thus, without great gifts, apart from special
anointings or manifestations of the Spirit, this
blessed abiding experience can be ours. It is
for this purpose that we have been redeemed
and espoused to the Lord and for which His
heart yearns, and this close fellowship with the
Iord, dear Christian reader, is fundamental,
and nothing clse can be a substitute for it, or
tuke its place. ’

R.LiW.

[y

Faith loocks up : unbelief looks around :
morbid introspection looks within: despondency
looks down: it is only fudith that sees the Iord.
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Joseph a' Beloved Son.
No. 16

[t was all of Joseph, under God, than lhc’.s‘una
of lsrael were preserved alive in famine. I'hey
had no right to his bounty, for they had, by
their sinful rejection, forfeited any claim upon
his kindness.  His actions toward them, prior
(o the reconciliation, shewed whint they really
deserved 3 imprisonment (of  Simeon), imputa-
tion of sin, insistence  on  seeing the youngest
prother, indifference (seemingly) to their agonies
of mind and conscience, were all that they
merited.  And so is it with the creature in
relation to God. Christ ** was despised and we
esteemed Him not.™ Is not that enough to carn
God’s eternal displeasure ? But every person
has accumulated sins, and the crowning sin is

—'" He  ihat  believeth  not,"”  ** because  he
hath not  believed in the Name of the
Only-begotien Son of God ™ (John 3. 18). We

have, of oursclves, only demerit.

Yet, mingled with the harshness, Joseph's
brethren received gifts of pure grace. e was
not bound to feed them, yet he gave them
abundant foud, and that freely,

And, now that they were reconciled, he gives
them @ change of raiment, and abundant provi-
sion for journcying ;  which is just what the
Lord Jesus does to the repentant and returnings
sinner (sce  Luke 11-32).  Morcover, he
provided a home for them, ** in the best of the
land ' (Geo. 47. t1).  ** And Joseph nourished
his father, and his brethren, and all his {ather’s

15.

houschold, with  bread, as a little child s
nourished:  according to the little ones,”” (v, 12
margin).

So a home and bread were provided, freely
and  fully, for the chosen family,  What &
picture of the church of Christ, and of a local
church also ! "Tis composed of reconciled, saved
persons, dependent only on Christ, Who is not
ashamed to call them  brethren (Heb. 2. 11).
They are a family and the assembly is their true
home. They are ‘‘ shepherds ""—not the great
ones of the earth, and though the shepherd may
be * an abomination unto the Egyptians ** (Gen.
16. 34) they are very dear to the true ** Joseph,”
their Lord Jesus, Who has imprinted upon them
the kiss of reconciliation, Who cares for them,

ves, Who has also committed them to the

charge of the Host {Luke ro. 35)—the Holy

Spirit—during His ' two days ** absence.
Notice, too, that in Genesis 46, all their’

names are carefully recorded,  shewing  God’s
care for His people, Whose names are written
in heaven,

Amid this scene of delightful peace and fimily
rejoicing, we might well wish to take our Jeave
of them, but that it remains to be noticed how
Joseph dealt with those who were not ol his
family.

If we regard  the conditions in the ol of
Goshen as symbolical of millennial blessings, and
it may be so, since it followed the restoration
of Tsrael to peace and fellowship with the onee-
rejected oney we may see o type also of the
Lord’s  dealings  with  the  ** peoples.”” The
Epyptians were nourished, - sustained, amd - pre-
served, but not on the ground of ** prace,”  All
they had they paid for, by their money, their
cattle, their ficlds, and their persons,  Thus they
became awholly the possession of Joseph, under
Pharaoh,

So, when Israel is once more in their Jand, as
a saved people, the Lord Jesus reigning over
them, the Gentiles will 1eceive blessing also, but
they will be awholly the possession ol Jesus, the
Lord of glory (’s. 2).

The order of God's dealings, by the hand of
Joseph, remarkably foreshadows his dealings by
the mediation of His Son.

(1) Egvptians (Geotiles) are first blessed, i

a free people, through Joseph,

(2) Isracl's sons are brought imto fuln.o'.“.s'uf
blessing and peace, through reconciliution
with Joseph,

(3) Egyptians (Gentiles) are benefitted, through
Joseph, but no longer as o free pcuplc.'

In Scripture, we can trace the prophesied
Divine plan, along these matin lines, for Tsrael
and the nations, since the rejection of the T.ord
Jesus.  The church is composed  mainly  of
saved Gentiles, for whose sake judgment on the
world is not yet permitted to fall. \Vh«-n_th«:
chureh is raptured, Tseacl will be ¢ horn agnin,’
and peace will reign throughout the earth, the
peoples having been chastened by God's judg-
ments.

Let us close this meditation on the life of
Joseph with a few thoughts upon the blessings
oronounced-~by  Jacob in  Genesis 49, and by
Maoses in Deuteronomy 133.

Joseph was ‘* separate from his hrethren,' he
wis * hated ' and ¢ shot at ' {(Gen, 49, 23, 6,
Deut. 23, 16), vet he was ** fruitful,” **asoa
bough by a well." The tree receives blessing
through water, and Joseph drank of the well of
God’s loving provision. Tenee his froitfulness.

““ His branches run over the walll”' so that
those on the other side could see and partake of
the fruit. The Vord Tesus is the Tryitful One
(P<. 1) and He has “ broken down the middle
witll of partition ** (Eph. 2. 1) <o that Gentites
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Six times in

and Jews are blessed in Him.
‘ bless '’ or

Genesis “49  oceurs  the  word,
“blessings,” and five times the word “precious’
in Deuteronomy 33. There was a * prevailing ™’
of blessings, he was ** strong,”’ he had ** glory.”
ffor him were ‘‘ the hands of the Mighty One
of  Jacoh,” and ** the good will of Him that
dwelt in the bush.”

All spealk of Him, Who in all things has the
pre-cminence, Who suffered and  has entered
into 1lis glory (Luke 24. 26), upon Whose Head
has  come  all  ‘* blessings ” and ‘‘ precious
things.”” The Father delights in Him, and for
His sake and in Him, the s'nntq are ** blessed
with all spiritual blessings.”’

* Unto you therefore
precious (1 Pet. 2. 7).

THE END,

which b(‘hev(‘ He is
E.K.

“Whence camest thou’ And

whither wilt thou go!”

Gien. 16. 8.

was  an cscapist.”’ Who  was
Hagur 7 She was an Egyptian, a member of
Abraham’'s houschold, bemg personal maid  to
Sarah, the wife of Abmaham, oyl

Apparemly  Hagar was  contented with her
lot, for we read of no trouble in that home until

Suarah, unwm,l), shewed her an unprecedented
I\mdncs.s. Then, strangely, instead of rendering
more gratelul  and  loyal  service, she became
proud and despised her mistress, As is natural,
Sarah, betng one of like passions with ourselves,
dealt s(vrnl) with her maid, until Hagar decided
to end her unhappiness I)\ runiing away. Yes,
she was an **escapist,” and there are many,
men and women, like her.

Doubtless, there are times when one feels like
him who exclaimed, O that I had wings like
a dove! for then would T ly away, and be al
rest. Lo, then would ] wander far off, and
remain in the wilderness ' (Ps. 55. 6, 7).

But running away  from  trouble s futile.
“ Mun is horn unto trouble, s the sparks fly
upward.”  Fagar found hersell -where 2 In
the dry, dreary  desert, on the way o
which,’ nwulvnl ally, means ‘* a wall.””  That is
symbolic of the usual result of unw:“mgnoqs 1o
faee up to trouble. You nnlv get into a moral
wilderness, with nothing but an insurmountable
wall before you,

What is vour (vouble 740 Ohy
Indeed, then, you mwust he o singular

Hagar

I hjpve none.”’
person,

Shur..

S FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

Have you never bheen distressed about  your
spiritual state ? ‘“ Oh, | have too many worrics
about material things ; | have no time to think
about my soul.”  Poor man! Never to give a
thought to what is after death! Well, I hope
this message will make you think.

‘It is appuinted unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment ’’ (Heb. 9. 27), God has
said, and il must be true. * But 1 do not want
to dwell upon such things. Tt would make me
miserable.””  In other words, you do not face
up to the greatest of all concerns,  You are an
‘* escapist.”’

But such a state of things cannot last. You
may turn a deaf ear to this message, because

¢ troubles you. In so doing, you will ultimately
(md yourself in an eternal wilderness, faced by
an infinite  wall, imprisoning you for ever.
There will be no escape.

Hagar was followed by God, Whose angel
found her in the wilderness. He put two
questions to her—

‘ Whence camest thou ? ’
“ Whither wilt thou go 2 "

These are asked of vou.  Can you answer

them 2 You may know whence vou came. Do

vou know where you are Gmnq ?

John Bunyan heard a voice saying to him,
““Wilt thou lose thy sins and go to heaven or
wilt thou have thy sins and go to hell 2 Tt
may he God is speaking. Hagar, wise woman,
heard, confessed, and was restored. Will you
do likewise ? TListen! ** This is a faithful
saving and worthy of all welcome, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

“ How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
satvation ? '

‘““ See that ye refuse not h|m that speaketh.
For if they escaped not who refused him that
spake on earth, much more shall not we escape
if we turn awav {rom HIM THAT SPEAKETH
FROM HEAVEN.” E.X.

It is blessed to realize the unity in nature and
in purpose of God the Father and the Lord Jesus.
But is there not a danger of confusing  the
revealed: work of cach, il in praver any thank
the Futher for dying for us ? Yer such expres-
sions are not unusual.  We should (and would)
thank the Father for giving His beloved Son,
but-we thank the Lord Jesus for giving Himself.
There should be no restriction, or feeling of
bondage, in right expressions, if we have a
right realization, und the knowledge of the
“ather and of the Soun is brought before us as
the will of God for us (John 17. 3, 1 John 5. 20).
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“ABRAHAM.”

Genesis 18-22,

Notes of an address by P. W', Heward,
on June tith, 1938.

“The Lord appeared unto him (Abraham)—-
He lift up his cyes ”  Several times we have
this expression in Abraham’s experience, Yt
here, when he lifted up his eyes, he saw three
men. But notice the word ** ‘Thy ™' in verse 3
and ““your ” in verse 3. The Lord Himsell
appeiared as a man, and the other two were
angels who also so appeared.  They went on to
Sodom, (19. 1), but the Lord did not go to that
wicked place.

Abraham, though of great age, ran to feich
food that might he prepared for his heavenly
Guest and guests. He had scrvants, but he
busied himself in this service.

In this chapter we have the first record of a
man speaking with God in prayer, He inter-
ceded for the ** righteous  in Sodom, and Lot
is ‘“just Lot in God’s estimation (2 Peter
2, 7).

Abraham continued in prayer.  Lot's place
was Sodom, sad to say. (18. 24, 19. 13) Abra-
ham's place was where he stood before the
Lord (19. 27).

Abraham’s prayer was remembered by God,
and was answered, for Lot was spared by the
lord (19. 29).

After this wondrous experience of God’s
presence and favour, is it not disappointing to
read of his failure as to faith in chapter 20.
There was falsehood, but in Hebrews 11, only

‘

his faith is recorded, not his failure. So
Rahab’s faith, not her falschood, has God’s
witness.

Abraham says in 20. 11, not ‘* 1 thought,”
but, ‘“ I said.”” It is more important, nay it is a
necessity, that we say what God savs.

Remember all this took place after one of the
most impressive experiences of his life. What
a lesson to us! For we cannot relv upon our
most  precious  experiences  or  our  holiest
moments, We need to continue dav by dav,
moment by moment, in fellowship with God,

In chapter 21, we find an echo of failure, and
God's chastisement, for Abraham had to do that
which was gricvous to him.  Yet God over-
ruled all, us we see from Gal. 4, for teaching
concerning the two families, so contrasted as
being ** born of the flesh, and born of the
spirit.”’

In Genesis 22, 18 recorded what may be the
most solemn experience of all his life. Here is
the fulfilment of chapter 15, for his faith was

proved by his works (sce Juunes). In chapter
14, Abraham was met by A Priest. In vhapter
22, he is met by a Sacrifice.  And both are types
of Christ,

His obedience was o delight to God and on
this account he is enlled ** the Friend of God."'

An open door to preach the truth is very
helpful, bt et us  remember  that we  have
it always in DAILY LIFE, Our daily details
are to show the treasure of His light shining
through the earthen vessel.  And let us remem-
ber the open door of prayer also.  God is so
gracious to prayer.

Suggested Daily Readings
CIF e LORD WILL.” - JULY, 1849
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Suggested Daily Readings.

“IF THE LORD WILL.”—AUGUSYr, 1949.
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22 | 43 17.33 | 18, 1-18 20.21 10
8 | 4. L-10 | 1y, 1423 | 29 11
24 | 94. 11.19 [ 18.  24.87 .  93.94 12
25 | w4, 20.31 | 14, 1-15 ¢ 25 13
28 | 85, 115 1 14, 1631 | 26 14
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Angnat 7 Pealm21.17 Phil. 2.5 11
11 v 22, 1-22  Mark 15. 2588
21 , 21 Rev, 19. 10-16
28 o 31014018 Matt 27 39 63, Loke 23, 48

Notes on Memorized Verses.
EZEKIEL 2 and 3,

zekiel, like Isaiah, was humbled by the vision of the
glory of the Lord. He fell on his face and was not
ruised from his prosirate position apart from the Divine
command, and the accompanying eotering in of the
Spivit. Then he heard the voice of God,

EZEKIEL 2.
* an honourable title because borne

I, ** Son of man; . Ir » o
by the Lord Jesus, * Stand "'~-reverence, I wi
speak M —revelation. 2, The _.Splr)l ang the  Word.
Empowering wid causing a hearing, preparing fm-_ further
words. 3, ‘The hardness of the lask not disguised,

Then whnt of the servant ? 4, 1 send

' Against MY N
Ilu-(i-\hnu shuht say.  Ever the Divine order (contrast

ler, 23. 21). 5, Resuits are with God. Do our neighhours
know that a boliever is mong them ? 6, ‘“ Be npot
alraid * of them, their words, their looks. 7, MY words
cven (o ‘* rebelfion ** (margin). 8, Cf. Rom. 2. 21. The
messenger himself must  assimilate his message, though
it be of judgment (cf. Tsa. 6. 11, 12). 9 The hook of

God Trom the hand of God, 10, Spread, that the prophet’s
ey cannot eseape i, Written, that he might not forger
EZEKIEL 3.

I, The oulward look must be followed by a finding
and an inward partaking ere there can be a declaring to
others (cf. Jer, 15. 16). 2, I opened ... He caused.
3, Lat (mentioned six times) that I give. * Sweetness.*
Even God's words of judgment wholly acceptable to one
in communion with Him. 4, Go—speak (cf. Matt, 28. 19.
Acts 5. 20). S, 6, A reproving messenger to his own
countrymen ‘(see Luke 4. 24). 7, A strange people might
hearken, but NOT Tsracl (see Jer. 44. 16), a preparation
lur forescen rejection. 8, Strength from God. 9, ** Hard **
ol Tace (ch. 2. 4 margin) of heart (v. 7) of forehead (v. X).
* Looks ™ can be ** withering "’ as well as shameless,
10, Receive all in heart and ears—MY words (see v, ),
11, Thy people.  God does not call them My people
(cf. Hosea 1, also Ex. 32. 34, 33. 1). “ Thus saith the
Lord God " (see ch, 2. 4). 12, 13, A great rushing (cI.
Acts 2). 14, The Spirit . . . my spirit. Bitterness and
hot anger (margin). Was Ezekiel chafing against God’s
dealings ? He was warned to. be not rebellious(ch. 2, 8).
15, Then, that is by the hand of God and the lifting up
by the Spirit. 16, No message. Seven days' silence,
sitting where they sat. Then the word of the Lord came,
but not to them. 17, God’s :ppointment. The servant's
responsibility. 18, 19, Warning to the wicked. 20, 21,
Warning to the righteous. Both need repentance, but
the watchman may *‘ deliver his soul " by faithful warn.
ing or—(cf. Acts 20, 26). 22, Apparently no message yet
for the people at Tel-abib, but the hand of the Lord stil
on [lis servant. 23, Obedience, Reverence. 24, The
Spirit (ch. 2. 2, 3. 12, 14). *‘ Go, shut thysell within
thine house.” Strange command after the *“ Go " of
v. 4. But the servant oheyed. 25. 26, Human restraint,
permitted by God.  Divine withholding «f reproof, Israel*s
loss, 27, 1 will open— thou shait say. God’s sovereignty,

EZEKIEL 34.

1, The word of the lord came,
... woe God's judgments must be declared. 3, The
shepherds  of  Israel were but hirelings. 4, Al thag
the shepherds should be they failed to be (see Acts 20,
2%, 29. 1 Pet. 5. 1-4). 5, A scattering due to want of
shepherding—a solemn reminder of present day conditiony_
6, And none search. 7, 8, Divine re-iteration of the
shepherds’ sinful negligence and selfishness. 9, o, 4
iemoval of the shepherd from the flock. No food for
himsell ecither. Is this an analogy with some present.
day conditions ?  Let all ** shepherds ™ be thus warned,
tt, The Lord God is the True Shepherd. 12, He searches
secks, delivers, and, 13, brings, gathers, and feeds, 14, 15
1 will feed, I will cause (Ps. 23). 16, His care for the
wrak., The faithless will be fed, but with judgment, 17,
But the flock itsell is not faultless, 18, 19, The strong
asserlt themselves (contrast* Rom. 15. 1-3). 20, 21, 22,
God is judge. The weak encouraged. The strong—let
them beware, 23, A [future day. One Shepherd. 24,
A prince,  The Lord’s word 25, A covenant. Millennial
blessing, 26, 1 will make, 1 will cause, there shall be.
27. A restoration of Israel to their land. The yoke of
Antichrist broken (Isa. 10. 27). 28, Dwell safely (see Jer.
23. 6). The Days of Messiah’s reign. 29, A Plant of
Renown—Christ, 30, Thus shall they know—their God—
My peaple. 31, The flock of My pasture, hecause My
flock.

2, Prophesy againsg
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“Blessed be the Lord God ...
Who only doeth wondrous things”’

Psalm 732. 18.

«+ 0l His fulness have all we received and gruce

for granoe.'* John 1, 186,

O, the all-surpassing kindnoss,
0, the riches of the grnos

O! our Lord Who ohanged our blindnenss
1o the annshine of His fnce,

May we daily love and fenr Him,
Daily know and do His will:

May wo be each moment nenr Him,
That Himsell our henrts may fill.

Christ is able, He is willing,
"Tis the yearning of Hia heart,
By the Spirit's gruclous filling,
Of His fulness to impurt.
'Tis Gis pleasnre to smpower
Us to walk in His pure ways
Every quickly passing bour,
A8 we wait the day of days.
A.W.H
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Words of Encouragement.

To the Holy Scriptures
we look for all our oral
and written messages.
But we do not desire to
us¢ them merely das 7t
They are for our comfort, or
encouragement,  ‘‘ Holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Their
words. were not committed only to their failing
memories, nor handed down verbally as tradition.

[
Patience and Comfort
of the Scriptures.
: Rom. 15. 4.

text-book.

They were writfen for our learning, ‘‘ Fore-
written '’ with a view to feaching us. Here ix an
iltlustration of God's fore-knowledge. He knows

our necd of comfort, and has provided the
means—u written record of His dealings with
His own in days gone by, How are we using
it 7 'Tis not e¢nough to have it in our heads.
Is there the accompanying patience ? ¢ That
we might have hope.”  Yes, in spite of all
appearances, trials, disappointments — hope.
May this be the happy experience of readers and
writers alike, and lead us on to know < the God
of patience and comfort ' Himsclf (verse §) and
to ‘' like-mindedness ** and *‘ one-mindedness ™
with our fellow-believers.

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAJISE.

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66. 18,

Only those *“ IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10, 22, can ‘* CONTINUE " in
praver, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4, 3.

‘“ Praying in the Holy Ghost.” Jude 2zo.

1y For those in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim. 2. 1-4).
The times are solemn: our ** politics " remain
heavenly (* citizenship,”* Phil. 3. 20), but our
responsibilities to pray are real, even as in the

' days of Ezra (6. 10).
2, For Israel—scattered, peeled, confused-—that God
} may see in us the intensity He has appointed
Isa. 62. 6, 7), and that Psalm 122. 6 and
}eremiah 51. 50 may be a reality to us,

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

3. For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wants and
difficulties, particularly in other lands.

saints on the Continent, and their many diffi-
culties, including persecution and repression.

troubled China, and the trials of God's servants
in that land.

the Lord’s work entrusted to us, in this and
other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may never settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (Lebanon),

4. For

F. A. Franco (Argentine and around), Paul
Rosenberg  (Uruguay, Brazil, etc.), H. A.
Werner  (Germany), Continue to pray for

the Lowd’s enabling, if He will, of additional

feilow-workers for S. America.

7. The growth of literacy, opening doors both to
evangelical and ideological literature, in many
lands. :

8. For aged believers, that Isaiah 46. 4 and Psalm

92, 14 may be realised.

9. For God's blessing in families (** Thou and thy
house '), and that many ¢ little ones’ may
believe in Christ (Matt. 18, 6).

jo. For lonely missionaries, cut ofl from intercourse with
fellow saints.

*“ Continue in prayer and watch in the same
with thanksgiving.”’ Col. 4. 2.

Poems ta help Christian Experience.— 175,

“THY WAY.”
Psalm v7. 19.

Thy way is in the sea,
so awlul, deep and wide,
So full of solemn mystery ;
Seem never to subside
[ts billows in its vast exient ;
Its waves seem alway turbulent,

We cannot understand,
Our Father, all Thy ways;
\WWe cannot alway trace Thy hand
In sorrows that amaze,
But Thou art faithful, we are sure,
And all Thy mercies shall endure.

le might Thouw didst prepure,
By rolling back the sea,
\ pathway for Thy ransomed. There
Mad’st Thy redeemed ones free
From Igypt and from bondage
To be Thy servants evermore.

Thou, when Thy children face
A pathless sea, dismayed,
A way shalt open; Thou, in grace,
Wilt say, ‘‘ Be not afraid "
Then may we, trusting, forward go.
And Thy deliv’'ring mercy know.

|sore.,
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“A MAN IN CHRIST.”

2 Cor. 12.

Was the man in Christ, caught up to the third
heaven, caught up into Puaradise, who heard
unspeakable words, God's servant [Paul  him-
self ? Does the context suggest this ?

Firstly, the most important fact is that this
greatly privileged one was a ** Man in Christ.”
\Vhether it was Paul or not is quite secondary.
To be ** in Christ ' was this man’s experience.
Is it that of all who read these words ?

Secondly, the man was conscious. Tt was not
definitely known by him whether he was **in
the body " or '‘ out of the body.” The fact
to be borne in mind is that he heard words, an
cvidence that he was not unconscious.  Con-
sciousness, then, is not dependent upon being
““in the body.” \What a clear witness against
all such theories as those of ‘‘ soul-slecp.”
Twice he mentions the fact of being unable to
tell what was his relation as to his body when
he passed through this experience.  This
cmphasis is important.

Paul's humility in speaking of himself is very
marked in all his epistles. It is characteristic.
““ Yet not 1" (see 1 Cor. 15. 10 and Gal. 2, 20)
cxpresses the meekness of that man of God. As
John, in his gospel, does not speak of himself
by name, but as ‘* the disciple whom Jesus
loved,” and, ** that other disciple,”” so it would
secem that Paul is relating his own experience
in 2 Cor, 12.

Are there any reasons to suggest this or hear
it out ?

In verse 1, he speaks of visions and revela-
tions of the Lord, in verse 4 of unspeakable
words, whilst in verse 7 he uses the expression,
‘“ abundance of the revelations,”” which, it
seems clear, had been given to him.

Further, he speaks of '‘ hoasting ' (‘‘ glory-
ing *'). He had a right to boast, but he for-
bhore. He would not be unwise so to do, yet
he would do or say nothing to give a wrong
impression.  ‘* Lest any man should think of
me above that which, he seeth me to be or that
he heareth of me.’”” Tn verse 11, he states that
he was compelled to speak as he did, for they
(s hearcrs) were lacking in  their attitude
toward him.

Then the ‘' chastening ’’ to which he was
subjected is in association with the experience
of ¢ revelations.”” Twice, again, he uses the
expression, ‘“ Lest T should be exalted above
measure.”’

There was a rapture up to the third heaven,

L

and into Paradise.  Parudise, then, would be
not the third heaven, but very close thercto. l.l.
is u blessed place—u place of * revelations.
** 1 say unto thee, today,”’ said the Lord Jesus,
** Thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.”  With
me '—precious words to one dying us a male-
factor in the eyes of men, but a trophy of grace
in the cyes of the Lord.

But to return to Paul's experience of ** the
thorn in the flesh,”’ concerning which we have
no doubt that it was Paul who thus suftcred.
It was given w him, and Satun himself was the
instrument—u most blessed example of how the
Evil One was over-ruled to bring blessing to
God's child, to keep him humble and trustful
and utterly dependent upon ** grace suflicient *
and ‘¢ strength perfected.’””  ‘Troubled at the
first by his infirmity, he thrice sought to the Lord
for its removal, but the Lord gave him some-
thing far, far, better as he  himself came to
realise.  Accepting the good and perfect will of
God, he actually came to boast in his infirmity,
that the power of Christ might ** tabernacle
over him.''  Yes, cven to ‘' take pleasure in
wenknesses . o . in distresses,’’  for  said he,
“ \Vhen 1 am strengthless, then nm 1 ablg”

These seem to be valid reasons for assuming
that the ** Man in Christ *' qway I’aul, but the
wording of the record is such, in the !.Inl.\:
Spirit's  wisdom, that some are . uncertain.’
This has its blessing, for it shews how DPaul
ever felt the danger of self-cxaltation, and
sought cver to keep himselfl in the background
that Christ might be exalted.

““Not 1. but Christ "' should ever be the
watchword of true believers.  May God grant it
to be so in an ever-deepening  experience  of
Himself,

————————————

It is easy to criticize the motives of others.
and to attribute to them inferences they have
never drawn. If believers could realize more of
** Whatsoever ye would that men should do to
vou " in the use of tongue, and prIT many
hooks would not he written, many words would
not be said.  If T realize Scripture is right when
it ** seems " to contradict itself 1 shall soon find
I am right, but if I assume my brethren are
wrong when their words ‘' seem '’ to contra-
dict one another, T am wrong. Do 1 always
have one weight, or do I use two pairs ol scales,
to suit myself ? O that 1 may always be honest,
and not give myself ** the benefit of the doubt.”

The Coming of the Lord Jesus is not only an
cvent: we look for our Coming lord Himself.
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YOUNG PEOPLE’'S COLUMNS.
LITTLE THINGS MADE WISE.

An elephant is not a litde thing. His thick,
hard skin protects him from harm and from foes.
He has no need to run into the holes of the
rocks for safety. He trusts to his own skin
and skill,  But this large animal has a little
cousin.  Just as the tiger, the lion and the
leopard all belong to the same family as the cat
we have in our houses ; so the elephant and
other thick-skinned animals belong to the same
family as some smaller ones, such as the coney,
of which we read in Proverbs j3o.

The coney, though, has no thick skin to
protect him, and he is only about the size of a
rabbit,  But God looks after him. ** ‘The
Funics are a feeble folk.”” How can they live
in safety, since there are fierce wild animals that
would like to kill and eat them ?

Well, we read that, though they *‘ are little
upon the earth,” yet “ they are wise, mude
wise (v. 24 margin), Who made them wise ?
God, Who made their bodies. Thus you see
the wisdom of God, Who, because the conies
are weak, has made them extra wise.

But this is not all that God has done for them.
Psalm 104 tells of His wondrous works what He
did, is doing, and shall do. He¢ made the rocks,
and the rocks are a refuge for the conies (v. 26)
‘“The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make
they their houses in the rocks.”

Solomon, who wrote the [Proverbs, was
the wisest man in his time. ¢ He spake
also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creep-

of fishes " (1 Kings 3. 33)
But why ? Is it to remind us how great is
God ? Yes, but is that all ? No, for God has
many lessons to teach you and me, by what we
may learn from the things He has made.
\What, then, do the conies teach us ?

First, they are ‘* feeble,” that is, weak ; and
so arc little children. The conies are in danger
from wild beasts, and we are in danger, too,
from what is worse, that is, SIN, That is IN
us, and AROUND us. Do you not fear sin ?
Do you not hate it ? Is it not a foe ?  Sin will
bring punishment, unless God forgives you.

Secondly, what can you, being weak, do to
¢scape from the power of this foe ? How can
you be ‘“ made wise "’ ? If you will turn to
3 Timothy 3. 1§, you will find an answer ;
“ From 2 child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures, which arc ‘able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.” Why, here we have the same words—

ing things, and

IHOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

* make wise.”’” The conies do not trust to them-
selves. They go into the rocks—the rocks God
made for them. God made them wise to do so.

Hcre, then, is a lovely picture of God’s way
ol saving weuk ones. First, by means of the
Scripture, He makes them wise. Then they see
that the only Place of safety is ‘‘ In Christ
Jesus.””  And is He not the Rock ? Yes, for
tiod Who made the rocks for the conies is He
Who gave His Dear Son to die in the place of
those who are too weak to save themselves
(Romans 5. 6).

So, dear child, do not trust in yourself, but
in Christ. Run to Him and hide in Him.
Remember, too, the conies ‘‘make their houses’’
in the rocks. ‘They dwell there, and the Lord
Jesus says, ‘‘ Abide in Me.”’ He is the True
Home of your hearts. In Him you will find,
not only safety, but all you need for the new
lifc which God gives to those who trust in His
Own Son.

The conies are a feeble folk
And very soon would die. |

But God, Who cares for little things;
A shelter doth supply.

Though little, they are very wise,
IFor God hath made them so ;
They make their houses in the rocks,
And hide from many a foe.

And would you like the coney be—
FFor small and weak are you—

Would you be safe in Christ the Rock,
So high and strong and true ?

May you the Scriptures love and learn,
By them to be made wise.

May you, by faith that God dotlr give,
Salvation realisc!

SIN.

O this vile pow’r of sin, how it enslaves!

Its tentacles so serpent-like enfold,

No human might can loose its cruel hold.

The unresisting soul how it depraves!

Sin has its pleasures ; these its captive craves.

T'he mind is numbed ; it thinketh all is well,

Yet sio will end in but an endless hell ;

FFor those who lie in now-forgotten graves

Will risc and stand before the Great White

Throne,

And, conscience-stricken, all their evil own,

I'heir doom shall hear, forever shall depart

Away from God ! Him worship, O my heart,

Who died for thee, Who suffered in thy room

And gave His blood, to save thee from like doom.
‘““ He hath made Him, Who knew no sin,

to be sin for us; that we might be made the

rightcousness of God in Him.”” 2 Cor. 5. 21.
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Some of “ Those Things Which Are

Most Surely Believed Among Us.”

dn address by Mr. P, W. Heward, April, 1917,
(continued)

DisTincTiON OF HEAVENLY axn EARTHLY
SPHERES.

In like manner, we see that the Lord Jesus
Christ is the world's rightful King, but yet God
has been pleased to appoint a sitting down at
His right hand awhile, and therefore God
recognizes in ONE sphere, the governments of
earth (Rom. 13. 1-7). We therefore confess
that the powers that be are ordained of God,
and that God’s governmental arrangements of
earth are entirely distinct from His spiritual
working to call out a heavenly people, who in a
NEW sphere are enabled to render spiritual
service. Men will never do that which is
acceptable in the new creation while they are in
the old creation, nor will they do that which
comes up to the standard of God's inflexible
law, but governmentally they may provoke God,
or they may hold back from certain actions of
provocation. They may have Nincveh's repent-
ance which will bring earthly blessings, even as
Nebuchadnezzar, if he had been humbled, would
have enjoyed a prolonging of his tranquility.
Thus we feel a concern as to men with respect
to their natural rclationships to God though our
attitude is not to improve them that they may
fulfil these natural relationships, but rather to
tell them of that precious Saviour in Whom we
are brought into a spiritual and eternal rela-
tionship.

Tue CovenanTs oF Gract asp or \WORKS,

We confess that God in His wonderful grace
has a way of salvation. Were it not for this,
there could be no hope for a single person, but
before the foundation of the world God was
pleased, in His love and without any predis-
posing cause outside Himself, tn choose a great
number whom no man can number out from
every kindred and tongue and people and nation,
for in front of Him was all historv (Eph. 1. 4).
Their names, totally apart from merits or fore-

seen faith, were inscribed in the Lamb’s Book
of Life (Rev. 17. 8), We acknowledge the dis-
liked word ‘* predestination,” (Eph. 1. §).
Election can harm none. It is the only hope
ol thosc brought to rejoice in the salvation ol
God. God was pleased, and it scemed good 1n
His sight, and we would earncstly and unitedly
bear this testimony, not as a mere fact to
believe, but also as a stimulus to our praise. As
soon as God's electing love is brought into the
arena of controversy there is a grave danger.
Keep it m the atmosphere of praise where God
has placed it, and there will only be the breath
of the new life in adoration and thanksgiving.
In accord with this wondrous plan, God was
pleased, in the tulness of time, to send His
beloved Son, Who had been prophesied and pre-
figured as the One Hope for guilty sinners, in
this covenant of grace (Gal. 4. 4). Man had
been on this carth about four thousand ycars
when this fulness of time arrived. We acknow-
ledge with 1 Cor. 1§ that the natural is before
the spiritual and though, in the purpose of God,
we were chosen in Christ before the world’s
foundation, we, as all others of God’'s elect,
were born in sin.  During the four thousand
years God was dealing with men in perfect
wisdom, though in different ways, There are
various dispensations brought before us. When
Adam sinned he was driven forth from the
garden. Up to the time of the flood God dealt
with men in a period which was somewhat

marked by the absence of special laws, Man
proved himself an utter failure. From Noah to
Abraham God manifested something of His

power, of His right to command and of His
mercy, but when He ook  Abraham He was
pleased to have a NATION upon earth which was
to be HIS as a peculiar treasure, and therefore
four hundred and thirty years after the promise
He brought out Israel from lgypt by Passover
blood, and led them through the wilderness. At
Sinai they thricc declared thcy would be
obedient to all the Lord's commandments. They
were thus placed under a covenant of works.
They failed, thev broke the law under Mount
Sinai itself. We confess that God has a right to
make different arrangements at different times,
and that to Tsracl of old He pave Inws and
statutes from Sinai which included the execution
of justice, the Sabbath Day, priestly arrange-
ments, and sacrificial ordinances, We were not in
the covenant of works from Mount Sinai, but we
are linked with Adam to whom a covenant of
works was first given. Thus all by nature are
guilty as to a hroken law, and the covenant of
grace brings to another sphere and experience.
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Secondly, though in the purpose of. God the
covenant of grace is first, the order‘m human
and personal history is worked out in Gal. 3,
where we see that the law coming after the
promise could not alter the promise.

CHRIST THE MEDIATOR OF THE COVENANT
oF GRACE.

Thercfore in the fulness of time Christ came.
He was made under the law, for though He was
over all God Blessed for ever (Rom. g. 5) He
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men. We recognize the
reality of His humanity, though He knew no sin,
and did no sin. We read in Scripture of the
body of His flesh, but not the body of sinful
flesh, only the LIKENESS of sinful flesh (Rom.
8. 3). He had no original sin. The prince of
this world came and found NOTHING in the
Lord of Glory (John 14. 30). He stood amid
all the attacks, not one word or wish of evil
was ever part of our perfect Lord Jesus Christ.
Having been born of a virgin to fulfil the
prophecy of Isa. 7. 14, He, after a wondrous
preservation and going down to Egypt, was
brought up at Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled
‘which was spoken by the prophets, ‘‘ He shall
be called a Nazarene.” ** He was despised and
rejected of men "’ (Isa. 53. 3). He was known
as the Carpenter when they spoke disrespectfully
of Him, and the thought with many was, ** Can
there any good thing come out of Nazareth 77
We rejoice to acknowledge how our beloved
Lord humbled Himself. When about thirty
years of age, that He might be made manifest
to Isracl, John came baptizing in water, and our
adorable Lord, when the people were baptized,
came and was baptized in Jordan, uttering these
significant words, ** THUS it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness.”  Afterwards for three
and a half years He went about doing good and
healing all that were oppressed of the devil
{Acts 1o, 38). Never man spake like This Man.
He was thus revealing Himself as the tested
Lamb of Exod. 12. He was accomplishing an
obedience of which we are told that *“ He was
obedient UNTO death '’ (Phil. 2. 8). Having
been made under the law, He filled the law, itlus-
trating the words of Psalm 4o, ** 1 delight to do
Thy will, O My God, yea Thy law is in the midst
of Me.”” We rejoice in that wondrous life. We
rejoice in His wonderful teaching but we confess
that man in Mis corruption can have no part
with Christ in His life nor take Christ for his
example till he has been brought to rest on
Christ's finished work on Calvary,

CHRIST'S SUBSTITUTIONARY W ORK.

11 the Corn of Wheat had not fallen into the
ground and died, it would have still been
abiding alone (John 12. 24), but we acknowledge
that having finished the work which was given
Him (o do, and having gone through suflerings
which we can hardly comprehend in any measure,
at the appointed Passover time He was delivered
because of our offences (Rom. 4. 25). The death
of the Lord Jesus Christ was not only a martyr-
dom, He did not die merely because men were
spiteful against Him, but the Lord made to meet
on Him the iniquity of us (Isa. 53. 6). In that
wondrous transaction we see a definite work for
a definite people, for Christ loved the church
and gave Himself for it (Eph. 5. 25). We have
no thought that He suffered to make men sdve-
able, but that His Name is called Jesus, for He
shall save HIS people from their sins (Matt.
1. 21). We acknowledge the wondrous testi-
mony which He gave, ‘‘ Those that Thou gavest
Me I have kept and none of them is lost.”’ ** He
bare our sins in His own body.” Having lived
that wondrous life, in which He came not to be
ministered unto but to minister, He gave His
life a Ransom for many, and carried out His
own prediction—'* The Gouod Shepherd giveth
His life for the sheep.’””  An indefinite atone-
ment is to us a slur on the work of the Lord
Jesus. If His work was sufficient, but not
eflicient, He failed, but we delight to confess
that He shall see of the travail of His soul and
be satisfied (Isa. 53. 11), and that those
whose names were in the LAMB’S book of
life by eternal election were redeemed by the
blood of the Lamb, however long afterwards
they were born. When He was hanged upon
the cross at Golgotha He cried, ‘‘ It has
been finished.”” He was buried, that prophecy
might be fulfilled, and rose the third day
according to the Scriptures. Delivered for
our offences He was raised again BECAUSE of
cur justification (Rom. 4. 25). Our wvital link
is with Him on resurrection ground, and we are
made the righteousness of God in Him, for
having fully met all law’s demands, it was a
necessity that the prophecy should be fulfilled—
*“ The Man Who hath done these things SHALL
LIVE.” He had done and He lived, but He is
our Life. Hence we live IN HIM, and rejoicing
in His finished work we own that all His merits
are ows ; and that His obedience has been
imputed to us as the righteousness of God.
Linked with Adam we were accounted sinners.
By the disobedience of ONE man, many
were made to stand as sinners, but by
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the obedience of ONE many shall be made
to stand righteous. It is written in the prophecy
‘“ The Lord is well pleased for His righteous-
ness’ sake, He will magnify the law and make
a robe (Isa. 42. 21)—one literal rendering. Our
beloved Lord, having thus fulfilled His work
upon earth, ascended into glory, and is now
sitting at the right hand of the Father. We
acknowledge Him there as our Representative,
our Forcrunner, our Interceding High Priest.
We rejoice that He ever lives 1o make inter-
cession (Heb. 7. 25), and our confident hope is
that He will soon return.

{{f the Lord will, to be comtinued.)

Inspired Words, Inspected

No. 2

“For the Word of God is quick and power-
ful and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart. "Hebrews 4. 12.

FOR (gar) ; looking back to preceding
warning as to unbelief.

QUICK (zon) ; the first word in the
sentence, in modern language, *‘ living."”” An
essential quality of God’s Word, which is “‘sced””
(Luke 8, 11, 1 Pet. 1. 23). When sent forth by
God, it accomplishes His purpose (Isa. 55).

AND (kai) ; A conjunction, not to be over-
looked (cf. *‘ and "* Matt. 28. 20).

POWERFUL (energes); ‘‘ inworking,” that
is, effective, Sece ** effectually worketh »
(1 Thess. 2. 13). Thus, whatever it may seem
to unbelief, the Word is indestructible and
invincible. Note John 12. 48. When men
arise (stand up) to judgment, ‘‘ the word of our
God shall stand (rise up) for ever ”’ (Isa. 40. 8).

THE WORD OF GOD (ho logos tou Theou);
A Name of the Lord Jesus and of the Scriptures,
though unbelief regards neither as living.

AND SHARPER (kai tomoteros) ; ‘‘ and of
more cutting power.” By His Word, God
wounds and kills, yet heals and makes alive.

THAN (huper) ; “ over and above.” It is
unique, superior.

ANY (pasan) : *‘ every,”” comprehensive, ex-
cluding all human effort.

SWORD (machairan) ; a strange metaphor,
in a context speaking of that which is living,
but see on ‘‘ sharper *’ ahove,

TWO-EDGED (distomon) ‘‘ two-mouthed * .

55

O.T. language describes a Sword as devouring
(note also Rev. 1. 16, 2. 12).

PIERCING, (diiknoumcnos)
**and '’ (kai); '* and passing through,”
gesting a thoroughness.

EVEN TO (achri), ** as far as, up to, until '’;
suggesting an end reached. Thus the carlier
adjectives are supplemented and  explained by
the words that follow.

THE DIVIDING ASUNDER (mcrismou),
one word only in Gk, ; a severance or sepura-
tion—it distinguishing, such as is beyond human
philosophical skill.

OF SOUL (psuches) ; whence is
* psychical,” and signifying that which has
“ sense,” hence ‘' natural ' (3 Cor. 2. 14).
The soul is the seat of the human scnses,
desires, and affections, and has been affected by
the fall,

AND SPIRIT (kai pneumatos); A word used
of the Holy Spirit and also of that * life ”
communicated in regeneration (Rom. 8. 10).
There are those who are ** sensual '’ (8oulish)
and have not ** spirit ** (Jude 19) ; also there
is a wisdom not from above, but is ** sensual »
(soulish) Jas. 3. 15.

AND OF THE JOINTS (urmon te), There
is no article (the) before this and the four
The joints of the body

preceded by
sug-

derived

nouns following.
terminale each bone,
AND MARROW (kai muclon) ; lit, *“‘mar-

rows,'’ that inside the bones. Thus « striki.ng
figurc of the powerful effect of the npphed
Word. Fven the physicnl frame is atr times
overpowered by Divine Truth (¢f. Hah. 3. 16).

AND IS A DISCERNER (kai kritikos) ;
“agble to judge,” ‘*'a ecritic” i a further
emphasis on the ability of the *‘ sent " word,
contrasted with the inability of man, who is
naturally unable to discriminate between what
is spiritunl and what psychical.

OF THE THOUGHTS (cnthumeseon) ** in-
ward thoughts, meditations ”’ ; (sece same word
in Matt. 9. 4, 12. 25, Acts 17, 29).

AND INTENTS (kai ennoion), from ‘‘en
(in) '’ and ‘‘ nous (mind, reason).”’

OF THE HEART (kardias) ; The * en ' in
front of the two preceding words, and the fact
that these are of the heart, emphasise the in-
wardness of the inner man, unreached by
human examination or persuasiveness, but
searched out by the mighty power of truth of
the God-breathed Scripture,

The believer has no ‘* declining days,” it
should ever be in his, or her experience, ‘‘From
this day and upward *’ (Hag. 2. 15, 18).
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FRUIT.

Notes of an address by P. W. Heward on
May 29th, 1937.

God madc the trees with a view to fruit. He
could have made each separately, but He chose
to create *‘ the fruit tree yielding fruit after his
kind.” He could have caused it to come in rain
or as manna. He therefore must have a reason
for the living tree bearing seed to sow and fruit
to eat.

At the outset, He spoke of fruit as the
peculiar gift to man. The herb is associated
more with animals,

Corn has its fruit, as Scripturc emphasiscs.
The feasts commanded to Israel have much to
do with trees, fruit, and corn harvests,

The first halfl of Isracl’s year has to do with
the present dispensation, the latter half with the
future. Corn is stressed at the carlier feasts.
Corn has to be subject to the sun’s heat that it
may become yellowed or golden, ready to be
rcaped from the earth. Grecn trees are associ-
ated with later feasts, becausc they speak of
Israel’s restoration and the revival of blessing in
the earth (see Lev. 23).

Israel was God’s vine, wholly a right seed,
but was turned into a degenerate vine (Jer.
2. 21). Ezckiel stresses the failure of the vine.
Isaiah speaks of wild (or stinking) grapes (Isa.
5. 4). Hosea (chapter 10) tells ol Israel being
an emply vine bringing forth fruit unto himsell.
When the Lord Jesus came, ‘' expecting ™ to
find fruit, He found none. He cursed the barren
fig trce, because it spoke of Israel’s fruitless-
ness (Mark 11. 13-14).

Wherever we look, throughout the Scriptures,
we notice the absence of fruit on man’s part.

But the Lord Jesus is the absolute contrast.
He is the True Vine. His fruit is sweet to the
taste (Song 2. 3).

Why was the Kingdom of God taken from
Isracl ? Because thev rendered not to God the
fruit of His vineyard, What then ? 1t is given
to another. * nation,”” the people of God by
grace in Christ. For what purpose ? To bring
forth the fruits thereof.  Are we doing so ?
(Matt 21. 43).

Adam hid himself among the trees of the
garden and there was called by God to confess
his sin. He also made garments of fig leaves
to hide his sin and shame.

Nathanael, on the other hand, was at his
devotions under the fig tree, and came forth
from them to Christ. ‘‘ Behold an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile.”” He had no self-
righteousness, nor did he attempt to cover his

sins. (Compare Ps. 32).

In Isaiah 27: 2, in the day when God punishes
leviathan, there will be ‘* a vineyard of red
wine.””  Joseph will then indeed be a fruitful
bough, whose branches run over the wall, ** for
Israel shall blossom and bud and fill the face of
the earth with fruit."

“ From ME is thy fruit found ”’ (Gen. 49. 22;
Isa. 27. 6; Hos. 14, 8).

Israel had fruit at each of the feasts, but never
without sacrifice. Herein Cain failed. We are
to be fruitful, we are to serve, but we depend
entirely upon the work of the Lord Jesus—His
atonement by the giving of His own precious
blood.

Fruit comes from within. 1t is the manifesta-
tion of the life of the tree. Solomon had to put
his clothes on. The lily’s raiment is part of
itself. What a type of the justification which
is ours by faith, a righteousness, never to be
removed from us.

There can bhe no fruit without life, and life
goes on until the tree dies, It is never ** off
duty,’’ it has not ** hours of labour.”

There is also to be ‘‘ seed.”” That means
increase of like trees. Are we concerned for
the growth of God’s work among men ?
‘* Bread to the eater ’’ is indeed important, but
there must be ‘‘ seed to the sower.”

Jottings By P W H.

Spirituality always rises and surprises despite
attempled suppression.

Faith is not existent away from Christ: it
needs a foundation—it joins us to Him because
it comes from Him.

To try and lead before God is as evil as to
recede from Him.

Staying with the T.ord is the opposite of
straying from Him and vice versa.

Those who are stayed on the lord will not
he swayed by men,

We are not only acquitted, but also fitted for
glory.

Spiritual advancing follows from a spiritual
enhancing of the value of the Word.

Disobeying involves decaying.

Orations are often aberrations,

Those who are without Christ shall he with-
out the City.

A man with a weak heart may be headstrong.

Grace does not run in families but in the
family.

Spiritual distinction is only ssible as we
get near to Christ the Light, and {(strange
paradox) as we hide ourselves,
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YOUNG BELIEVERS' COLUMMS,
MELCHIZEDEK.

Genesis 14, 17-24. Isalm 110. 4. Hebrews 7

Many and varied are the types of the Lord
Jesus in Scripture. Not one, however, of itself,
1s complete, because all are creatures, and He
is infinitely glorious, ** without Whom nothing
became that hath become.” In all things He
is preseminent.  The shadow is nothing of itself.
The Substance is cverything ; just as the finest
picture must fall short of that which it represents,
so the holiest servant of God s immeasurably
surpassed by the Lord.  The type may be a
person beloved of God, but the Antitype is the
Son of the Father’s everlasting love.” He, the
Lord Jesus Himself, “‘ is over all, God blessed
for ever '’ (Rom. g. 5).

Some of the verbal pictures drawn by the Holy
Spirit in the Scriptures set forth the Lord’s
sufferings and rejection, some His resurrection
and ascension, others His gracious work of
saving sinners, and vet others His future reign
and glory.  Thus, there is a  correspondence
between these and the messages of the prophets
who spake, by the Same Spirit, ** of the suffer-
ings of Christ and the glories after these "
(r Pet. 1. 11),

We have, in these pages, sought to trace the
history of Joseph, and have seen how blessedly
full a fore-shewing that is of a suffering and
rejected Saviour, Whom God raised from the
dead and exalted to His Own right hand.

In Melchizedek, however, we see nothing of
weakness and suffering, nothing of the ‘ con-
tradiction of sinners against him,"” but i ** great
man ** (Heb. 7. 3.) who blessed a lesser than
himself.  Who and whence was he, and what
was his end ?. Of much the record is silent,
and it is idle to speculate, but we may admire
the wisdom of Divine Inspiration which has
given a seemingly incomplete picture of this
man’s history. ‘The Holy Spirit’s use, in the
Epistic to the Hebrews, of omitted facts in the
record, compels our praise and causes our
worship.

Melchizedek appears as suddenly on the page
of Holy Writ as do ** The Urim and the Thum-
mim.””  Moses was not instructed as to the use
of something unknown to him, and Abraham
does not scem surprised at the coming of Mel-
rhizedek. .

Concerning  “‘“ this man,”” certain facts are
withheld, as:—

(a) Where and when he was born,
(b) Who were his father and mother.

(c) Who were his descendants.
(d) Where and when he died.

M this presuppuses he wus a man, a crenture.
And we are confirmed in such a conclusion by
the words of Hcbrews 7. 3, ** made like unto
the Sun of God.”

Again, certain facts are recorded concerning
him, as:—

(a) His Name ,
() His oflices.
(1) King of Salem.
(3) Priest of the Most High God.
() His ministry,
(1) Its derivation
(2) Is direction ;

Mclchizedek,

i ol God.”
to God and lor

man.
(3) l1s distinctiveness 5 not Jewish,
for Abraham had not yet the
seal of circumcision, nor had
Levi, Aaron’s forefather, been
bhorn,
() The occasion ol his appearing ; Abra-
ham'’s  return {rom  his  victory  over

King of Shinur and his three allies.

Belore coming to the typical teaching of this
narrative, it will be well to learn some practical
fessons from this experience of Abraham ;  for
present-day  believers, who aceept the principle
of the heavenly calling, ave, like him, “strangers
and pilgrims on the carth.”’

His nephew Lot had become entangled in the
affairs o Sodom, that wicked city wherein he
chose 1o dwell, This had painful conscquences,
for in o battle in which its king took part and
suffered defeat, Lot beeame a prisoner and his
goods were taken,  As soon as Abraham knew,
he and his trained servants pursued the enemy,
routed  them, gescued Lot, and restored the
people and goods of Sodom.

This victory wis of God, and was aseribed to
Him--The Most High God—and  though
raised Abraham in the esteem of the King of
Sodom, it also made him the obhjeet of eomity.
Hence the re-assuring word of God in Genesis
15. 1. Neither side in the battle was one with
which Abraham could ally himself,  Both were
of this world, and the man of faith only inter-
vened for the sake of his captive relative,

Abraham could have been enriched by the
gifts of the King of Sodom, but he stood out-
side all of earth’s patronage.  Being dependent
on God, he was independent of man, and it was
this separatedness that left him free to be of
service (o his less separate *’ relative,

(71 the Lord will. to be continued)
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“The Gospel of the Glory
of Christ.”

2 Corinthians 4. 4.

We¢ have no ordinary subject about which to
write, but one that is full of majesty. The sun
in its strength, and the moon and the stars,
are glorious.  But there is a greater glory, and
that is the glory of Christ. In a past eternity
¢ was infinitely glorious and surrounded by
glory ; but when, in the fulness of time, He
laid aside the glory of heaven to come down to
this carth, there was another manifestation of
glory (John 1. 14). He Who was ‘‘ full ol
grace and truth ”’ became Man that He might
do, what no one had done on this earth before,
namely—the will of God the Father, And then
He culminated that glorious and perfect life by
His sacrificial death to save a great number
whom no man can number, ‘' out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ”’
(Rev. 5. 9). Behold Him as le walked this
carth, enduring the contradiction of sivners
against Himself (Heb. 12, 3), yar “ He did
no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth:
when He was veviled He reviled not again ”
(r Pet. 2, 22, 23). Was not that life full of
plory 2 Behold Him as He became o Curse,
on the tree, in (he place of unworthy sinners
(Gal. 3. 13), and hear His cry, ** My God, My
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? ' followed
by ** It is finished ""—hbecause He loved poor
gruilty sinners so much that He went through
all the judgment in their place that they might
he His redeemed ones for ever ! Surely we
must confess, ** His death was glory! " And
now that He Who was raised in glory sits in
glory at the Father's right handg and will soon
come again in His glory, we preach ** the gospel
of the glory of Christ!

Men like to speak of the glory of men, but
that is only *“ as the flower of grass ”’ (1 Pet.
1. 24). There is no room for such empty glory
here.  But why should we desire the fading
grass when we have God’s unfading love ? [T
there is no room in the gospel for man’s
boasting, there is no room for an anxious
sinner's despair ! ¢ The gospel of the glory of
Christ ' is a glorious gospel, driving away
every fear, and, dear reader, if you feel your
need of o Saviour, and of salvation, here is that
which exactly meets your need—here is One
Who meets your need, whoever vou are—and
is able to meet that need today. *‘ Thanks be
unto God for His unspeakable Gift!1 " (2 Cor.
9. 15).  The Lord Jesus Christ is mighty to

save, ~His glorious work is not in vain. And
well may those who come to Him, and rejoice
o find nothing bul the truth, tell forth His
glory today ; and such will also tell it forth for
ever, when they are for ever with the Lord of
Glory !

P.W.H.

Question and Answer.
No. 142

»

Is '“ The lLord’s Prayer ”’ u Christian Prayer?

In Matthew 6. 9, it is recorded that our Lord
suid, After this manner therefore pray ye, ‘*Our

Father.” In Luke 11. 2, it is, ‘“ When yc pray,
say, Our IFather.”” There is nothing wrong in
using  words God has put into our lips (see
Hosea 14). OQur Lord used the words of

Psalm 22 on the cross. Many sentences in the
Psalms express our heart-longings. |

The opening words, ‘“ Our Father,”’ indicate
that the prayer is not for the world, but for the
children of God—regenerate persons, who alone
can truly hallow His Name.

** Thy Kingdom come,” expresses the desire
of the Christian heart for the coming of the
Lord Jesus to take His great power and reign.
Then shall God's will be done on earth as it is
done in heaven,

“ Give us this day our daily bread.” A
believer lives one day at o time, and that upon
the bounty of His Father.

* Forgive us our trespusses, as we forgive
them that trespass against us.””  This is a
prayer, let it be repeated, of childven to a Father,
not of a sinner seeking pardon of the offended
Creator. It is within the house, within the
family. A child cannot lose his relationship,
hut he can be in such a condition as to be out
ol touch with his father through disobedience.
Chastisement may effect a reconciliation, but
the child must own his fault. This is (rue
spiritually, and if a believer has an unforgiving
spirit, let him not expect His Father to forgive
him, in the sphere of oxperience. Such a condi-
tion of heart, persisted in, will lead to lack of
joy and assurance. Oh, how much harm is done
by obstinate refusal to say, ‘1 was wrong.
forgive me,”’ and on the other hand, a disinclina-
tion to accept an apology !

Beloved fellow-saints, let us not turn away
the sharp edge of God’s reproving words, by
relegating them to a future period of time.
More could be said, but it would make this
answer too long.
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The Ideal and The Aoctual.

It is easy to be self-satisfied ; hard 10 be
spiritually content, Yet the only things worth
having are from God. It is comparatively n
slight task to study the Word of God thoroughly
and with apparent enthusiasm.  An ability to
expound aright is doubtless God-given, but it
is astonishing and heart-searching to know how
lar a man may go and yet his heart be not right
with the Lord.

The great problem is the realisation of that
which is Scripturally commanded. ‘* Christ in
the midst,”’ is a magnificent church-ideal, and
the recognition of no authority but His through
the Spirit is undoubtedly excelleat. But some-
times those who claim Divine leading fall out,
and the very intensitly of their expressed desire
to follow Him absolutely make them more

“set.” ‘“ Ah! What is the remedy ? ** some
would say. Not latitudinarianism, but con-
tinual working forward toward *‘ that day.”

But this, if sin is not to be tolcrated for the
sake of *‘ success,” will mean slow, painful,
arduous work, which may hinder a manifesta-
tion of that fellowship which would be to the
glory of God.

It is hard to reproduce in oneself that which
one sces to be Scriptural—aye, impossible—
unless the Lord gives grace. But can He not
do this for an assembly ? ls not the growth
in knowledge of Him in an aggregate of
individuals something like the growth of an
individual ?

P.W.H.

«He that is slow to anger is better than
the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit
than he that taketh a city."”

Proverbs 16. 32.

The natural man likes  something great,
tartling, and  impressive. Thus Naamun
desired o dramatic deliverance.  The same

attitude is possible even among children of God.
And a similar condition of heart leads to the
excusing of seemingly *‘ little sins '* and to the
undervaluing of little acts of obedience.  The
whole tenor of Scripture is against this.
1 Corinthians 13 shews the glory of u life of
Jove, in tiniest details. The continual ‘‘abiding”’
that brings forth ** fruit '’ noiselessly is God’s
witness in nature. The fruit of the Spirit finds
a climax in self-control (Gal. 5. 22, 23). Do we
always rule our own spirit or are we carried
away ?

Shall we be satisfied with the mere study of

Scripture without the godliness of the ** inward
parts ' (Ps. §1. 6) and of the background
unscen by men (Matt. 6. 4, 6) 7  The Holy

Spirit’'s witness ngainst & tendency 1o excuse
some sins, while nttacking others (3 Sam. 15, 23)
reminds us that it is casy to he accurate in large
things and unloving in ** the trivial round,” to
excel in public and he ungracious in the home.
As soon as ‘' doing "' takes the place of
** being,'’ this is the saddening effect (Eph.

+ 19 P.W.H

Firmness with children is kindness: we rightly
see the unkindness of indulgence. But lack of
firmness with ourselves is unkind, and the cause
of many of our burdens, is it not ?

Suggested Daily Readings

“ IF THE LORD WILL." SEPI'EMBKR, 1844

Day | READING LEARNING

| ' Frekiel Mark Enokiel 1 Thoss,
1| 88, 1.13 116, an.47 87,1 ‘s, 2
2| 88, 14-98 | 16, 1.8 9 ! B
8 | 90. 1.16 | 16. 9-40 8 | 4

! L.uke
4 j 39, 17-2% ' 1, 117 65 I\
5 ' ¢0. 1119 i, 18.38 G 0
6 , 40. 1898 1, 9688, 7 | 7
7! 0. 24.88 ) 1.  39.60 8 8
8 ' 40 39.49 | 1. 5760 9 9
9, 41, 1-13 | 1. 67-80 10 10
10 | 41, 13-26 | 9. 1.1¢ 11 1"
!

11 4%, 119 2. 1063 13 ST
19 | 43. 18.20 2, 88.09 13 18
18 | 48. 1-13 1 8. 1.14 14 , 14
14 | 43, 18.97 | 8, 15.88| 1616 | 10
16 | 44, i-1¢ | g 2888 | 1718 1617
16 | 44. 1522 | . 110 19 18
17| 4. g3.81 | ¢, 16.82 390, 19,20
18 | 45. 113 4 38.44 21 21,99
19 | 45. 18.96 . & 1.11 24 g8

1801 48. 118 & 13.90 %8 , 24
91 | 48. 1026 5. 3739 34 25,40
22 | 7. 1118 | 6 1.11 ! 26 27.98
28 | 47, 18.948 | 6. 19.98 20 2 Thes. 1.}
24 | 48. 1-14} 6. 47-40 87 2
28 | 48, 1581 | 6. 41.49 98 ]
26 | 48, 22-80‘ 7 1-10 | 47. 1 4
27 | Daniell, 1.8 7 11.98 2 [
284 1. 9.21 ' 7. 94.88 ] 0
9. 9. .18 7 36-60 4 1
301 4. 14-95‘ 8. 1.16 5 8

SpecIAL REapinGgs roR THE Lorp’s Dav.

Sept. 4 Psalm 88.118 Luke 23. 44-40
11 . 40, 1-10 Heb, 10. 4-14
18 " Matt, 26. 1-6, 14-85, 45-50
26 Luko 18. 31.84, 24, 44.47

4. 79
. 42
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Suggested Daily Readings.
“If THE LOKD WILL,"—OQCTOBER, 1949,

oay READING LIEARNING

Daniel Luke | Ezekiel | % Thess,
1] 2. 26-85 | 8. 16.25 . 47. 6 [
2| 2 36-49 [ 8.  26-36 7 b0
3| a, 1-12 | 8. 87-48 8 1
4| 8. 1828 | 8. 49-56 'z f 12
5 3. 24.30 | 9. 117, 10 9.1
6| 4. 1-181 9. 1827 11 : 2
7| 4. 193 | 8 2842l 12 | 3
8| 4. 28.37 | 9. 4862 Dan.1.1 4
8| 5, 1-9 | 10. 1-18 2 | 5
10| s. 1016 | 10, 17.28 | 3 ! 6
11| . 17-81 | 10.  28.42 4 7
12 | a. 118 | 11, 1-18 5 8
18| o. 1428 | 11, 14-28 . 6 9
4| 1. 1.14 | 11.  29-36 7 10
15| 7. 16-28 | 11.  87-54 8 11
18| 8. 114 | 12. 1-12 9 14
17| 8. 15-27 | 12.  13.28 | 10 18
18] 9. 115 |12, 29.40 | 11 14
19 9. 16-27 | 12. 4159 | 12 15
30 | 10 1.9 18. 1.9 18 16
21 |210. 1021 (18, 1023 14 17
22 {11, 110 | 18. 2335 ' 15 3. 1
|

28 | 11, 11-20 | 14. 1-11 16 ‘2
24 | 11. 21.8% | 14,  12-24 17 3
25 | 11, 8845 | 14.  25.85 18 4
26 | 19. 1-18 | 15. 1-10 19 5
27 | Horea 1, T1-11 | 15. 11-32 20 6
18| 2 1-13 | 18, 1-18 21 7
29| 2, 14-25 | 16, 1481 ]6. 1 8
30| 8. 1-5 | 17. 1-10 2 9
a1l 4, 119§ 17. 1121 3 10

Special REapINGs rorR THE Lorp’s Day. .o
2 Pealm 48, 1.8, 17 Matt. 26. 6-13. John 19, 89-4"
Heb. 1 8.9 3
Mark 14, 8242

Qct.

9 w86, 1.7
18 . B6. 1.6 Luke 11. 53-54, 1 Pet. 2. 21-24
28 w87, Matt. 26. 51.56, Heb, 2, 9-14
80 »» 68, Heb. 1.1-12

Notes on Memorized Verses.

EZEKIEL 37.

1, The hand, the Spirit, of the l.ord, carrying, setging
down, and, 2, causing to behold, and, 3, speaking.
“Can ? " Man’s only answer, * Thou knowest.” 4,
“The foolishness of preaching.”®  What encouragement
to the gospel preacher! 5, God saith, Ye shall Tive.
6, Agnin, * ye shall live.” 7, The prophet’s obedience
and reward of faith. 8, Complete bodies, but no breath,
yet nccessary preparations. 9, Thus saith the Lord God

. that they may live, a word of life (1 Pet. 1. 23).
10, They lived. 11, The whole House of lIsrael
Rom. 11. 26). 12, The Land of lIsrael, "‘l will open,
cause, bring.”” It is all of grace, 13, Ye shall know.
A living one has assurance. 14, Ye shall live (see verses
5, 6), God’s answer to “Can?" Again, ye shall know.
God the Known Author of their life. 15, The Word of

(see -
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the Lord came becausc He sent it (cf. lsa. 55. 11). 16,
Judah and lIsrael, literal descriptions of the two parts of
the nation, 17, Two sticks become one in the hand
that held them. 18, It is good to be an enquirer. 19,
unity is only possible ‘‘ in the hand of God.”” A lesson
fur saints today (see also Deut. 35. 3). 20, Before thei:
eyes-—a parable in action. 21, But there must be o prior
gathering ere there can be, 22, “*oneness.”” .\ gathering with
a view to oneness. Shall we not take heed as saints ?
23, and with a view to holiness, and fellowship with God.
24, One Shepherd (cf. John 10. 16). Note, ** walk,
ohserve, do.” 25, and dwell (note John 14. 14-23). 26
A covenant of peace, everlasting. The church has already
heen brought into this. 27, My tabernacle (cf. Ex. 25. 8)
“ Their God,” ‘‘ My people.”” How the Holy Spirit mus;
delight in these words, seeing He uses them so often,
28, Not only, ‘‘ Ye shall know ' (verses 13. 14) but the
heathen shall know. Oh for such a reviving amongst
saints that the world may feel its impact®
EZEKIEL 47. 1-12.

1, Afterwards, when he had seen, in vision, the hous.
(43. 11). The river rises in the house of God. Note
“altar.” 2, ¢ He brought me.”” There ran ont waters,
3, 4, 5, The waters increase in depth till they are im-
passable: lovely figure of abounding grace. 6, ‘‘ Hast
thou secn ? ’" llave we seen, by faith ? 7, Very many
trees (cf. Rev. 22, 1, 2) an earthly type of the heavenly
river. 8, Not only bringing fertility, but healing and,
9, life in abundance, for God is the Giver. 10, Food in
abundance., 11, Yet some parts will miss the blessing.
Thus a reminder of sin in the midst of blessing. 12, The
cause—they issued out of the sanctuary, God's place,

DANIEL 1.

1, Judah’s sin led to a partial captivity to be followed
some years later by a full and final carrying to Babylon.
2, The Lord gave. llow solemn! 8, Yet God's purpose
was being worked out, as the prophecy of Daniel shews,
4, Compuare Moses, learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians (Acts 7. 22). 5, The King appointed, for his
heart wis in God’s hand (Prov. 21. 1). 6, 7, Children of
Judah, given heathen names, which yet could not alter
their chavacters, 8, Purpose of heart, with courtesy of
speech. 9, God disposes men’s hearts. Encouraging
thought ! (cf. again verse 5). 10, Believers’ consciences
miy affect others, but they can trust God, as Daniel and
his brethren, 11, Note, Daniel's firmness and leadership
encouraged his brethren.  Much may depend on the
faithfulness of one. 12, 13, A wise suggestion, because
of decision. 14, An answer to unspoken prayer. 15, God
will cver honour those who honour Him. 16, Faith
rewarded, and, in addition, 17, God gave further blessing
(liph. 3. 20). 18, 19, ‘“ Before the King ' they stand,
With the King they commune. But they had already
stoad before God and communed with Him. 20, Ten
times better than others, but it was all of God. 21,
Continued, vet what he had to nass through!

DANIEL 6. 1-3.

1, It pleased Darius. Vet God ruling and over-ruling.
2, Daniel’s faithfulness in ch. 1 caused him to take the
lead.  Now, much older, he is still *¢ first '’ (see Luke
16. 10). 3, An ‘* excellent '’ spirit, recognised by others
(see nlso g, 12, 14).

(‘orrespondence from any Believers and Enquirers:—
61 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.y
Phone: Grangewood 4196. No telephoning on Lord’s Dav
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““ As He Which hath called you

is holy, so become ye holy "
1 Poter 1, 16,

* The law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin nnd
death.” Romans 8, 2.

Once in darkness 1 wns lost,
Gloom my soul surrounded;
Now His love ut wondrous cosl
Hath to me abounded;
Christ did for my sinw atone.
Made, claimed me, all His own.

Now my earnest life should he
Al for my dear Saviour,
From the law of ~in made fiee,
Lowly in behaviour §
By the Holy Spirit led,
Feeding on the Living Rread.
AW H.
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Words of Encouragement.

The march of time is real
and solemnising ; ecternity
is real, ‘The Lord Jesus is
real—a present and cternal

“ 1f any one be in
Christ, there is a
new creation: old

things are passed Saviour. We are no longer
away."’ living in a dream or a
2. Cor. §. 17. shadow ; we know Him.

““ Vanity of vanities '’ be-
longs to ‘* under the sun.” We are delivered
(rom this as soon as we know Him. The privi-
legre of a known Saviour and a known salvation
should affect the whole of our daily life. Not
only the Lord’s Day, but the weekdays are all
and altogether changed for the child of God.
The object of these lines is the glory of God in
the happy, restful, and devoted lives of His
redeemed, and the manifestation to the world
that redemption by the blood of Christ is fruitful
in n simple, carnest, and godly walk, separated
from the aims, aspirations, and standpoint of a
world that knows Him not. Is this your joy,
dear reader ?  Are you sceking to be a help to
other believers in the fuller manifestation of this,
in the Spirit 7 And are you rejoicing to be
soul-winner ? May each page herein be used
of God to deepen this experience—'‘ newness of
life !

P.W.H.

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAIJSE.

Let us mark the limitations of Psalm 66. 18.

Only those ‘IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10. 22, can *“ CONTINUE ” in
prayer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS.
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2,

" Praying in the Holy Ghost."”’ Jude 20.

1. For those in authority (Rom. 13. 1, 1 Tim. 2. 1-4).
The times are solemn: our “ politics ** remain
heavenly (“ citizenship,” Phil. 3. 20), but our
l'GSpOnsibili(ies to pray are real, even as in the
days of Ezra (6. 10).

Isracl—scattered, peeled, confused—that God
may sce in us the intensity He has appointed
(Isa. 62. 6, 7), and that Psalm i22. 6 and
Jeremiah §1. so may be a reality to us.

2. For

THE WORD OF GOD.

3. For Hebrew-Christians and their peculiar wasts and
difliculties, particularly in other lands,

For saints on the Continent, and their many diffi-
culties, including persecution and repression.

For troubled China, and the trials of God's servants
in that land.

For the Lord’s work entrusted to us, in this and
other lands, and by Scriptures sent, and litera-
ture, that all may be fresh and vigorous, and
responsive to Him, that we may nevcr settle
down or slacken (Gen. 49. 24, Phil. 3. 14)—with
special remembrance of Stanley Duce (Lebanon
and Palestine), F. A. Franco (Argentine and
around), Paul Rosenberg (Uruguay, Brazil, etc.),
H. A. Werner (Germany). Continue to prav for
the Lowd’s enabling, if He will, of additional
fellow-workers for S, America.

literacy, opening doors both to
and ideological literature, in many

b

.C\Vi

7. The growth of

evangelical
lands.

8. For aged believers, that lIsaiah 46. 4 and Psalm
92, 14 may be realised.

9. For God's blessing in families (* Thou and
house '), and that many * little ones »
believe in Christ (Matt. 18. 6).

10. For lonely missionaries, cut off from intercourse with
fellow saints,

‘ Continue in prayer and watch in

with thanksgiving.”

thy
may

the same

Col. 4. 2.

Poems to Help Christian Experience.—176.
“ SEEK YE MY FACE”

“ Seek ye My face ;3 O God of grace,
Is this Thy word to me ?

Ah! How shall 1 aright reply
I'o0 Thee, great God, to Thee ?

With spirit me'k my heart would seek—
"Tis Thou Who dost invite—

Thy holy Face, in that blest place
Of holiness and light.

I lowly bow, O God, where Thou
Art ever to be found—

The mercy-seat, where Thou dost meet
Thine own. 'Tis holy ground.

Though holy, 'tis a place ol bliss,
For those 1edeemed hy hlood

By him outpoured—their precious l.ord—
To make them nigh to God,

1 would obey, my soice today
On Thee would humbly call ;
Made pure from sin, 1 may go in

The holiest of all,

Fellowship with the world prevents fellow-
ship with God, and fellowship with God makes
fellowship with the world distasteful.

To wear a Cross is not to bear a cross.
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¢+ For whosoever exalteth himself shall
be abased : and he that humbleth himself
shall be exalted.” Luke 14. 11,

“Pride,” said the old Puritan, “is like o man’s
inner vest. It is the first garment he puts
on, and the last he puts off.”"  Alas, how truc |
Man is essentially a proud creature, and cven
when he is saved, pride seldom seems to be finally
overcome.  Like it cushion from which most of
the air has been cxpelled, it can be pressed down
in onc place only o risc in another.  Strangely,
too, the proud person is often, perhaps usually,
unconscious of his defect,

Words parallel with those in Luke 14, 11 are
found in other parts of Scripture, and on the
lips of the Lord Jesus, Who Himself exemplified
the exaltation that is the reward of self-
humbling (Phil. 2. 8, g).

In luke 18, g-15, the Lord contrasts the
self-righteous  with the self-conscious, that is,
one who has a conscience of sins.  There is
nothing so disagreeable as ** religious ' pride,
such as that which says, ‘* Stand by thyself, for
I am holier than thou.”  This form of sclf-
complacency is common in false religions and
even some which claim the name of “*Christian.”’
It is often disguised as ** humility,”” (Col. 2.
18, 23) There it is accompanied by a wor-
shipping of angels, ‘* intrusions ™' into things
scen, will-worship and neglecting of the body
vet the mind is fleshly, and all is with a view
to o satisfying of the flesh,

Human religion is a man’s

encmy, a4 most
dangerous one, too

for he becomes thereby
sclf-satisfied ; self-justified, he falls short of
that justification which is by sovereign grace.
Religious pride, such as that of the Pharisce,
ignures the blood of atonement.  The pride
which rises in the heart of a bheliever is a fruit
of forgetfulness of the blood of Christ which
bought him, and the grace of which he,
‘““a vessel of mercy ”’ has partaken. ** What
hast thou that thou didst not receive ? ' (1 Cor.
4. 7) ** Where is hoasting then ?

"Tis a relief to turn from the religious man's
self-commendation to the humble cry of the
publican, ‘“ God be merciful (because of  pro-
pitiation) to me the sinner.” 10 thar be the
stand which we, by God's mercy, have taken,
then how re-assuring the words of the Lord,
“ This man went down to his house justified

. for every onc that cxalteth himself shall
be abased ; and he that humbleth himself shall
be exalted.”

The disciples, not long after the vision on the
holy mount, disputed among  themselves  who

63

should be the greatest (Mark 9. 33, 34).
Although the Lord knew, He drew from them
a shame-faced confession, as  we may gather
from looking at all the parallel passages. “lhen,
calling a little child to Him, He taught them,
*“ Whosoever therefore shall humble himsell as
this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven ** (Matt, 18, 4) ; whils in
Mark . 3§, further instruction from His lips is
given: I any man desire to be fiest, he shall
be last of all and servant of ull.”  Again, ** He
that is least among you all, the snme shall be
great ' (Luke 9. 48).  Let us pray (o be saved
from a Diotrephes spirit and attitude.

Similar words are also found in Matthew
23. 12, in a context not dissimilar, There the
Lord warns the disciples against assuming

titles, as ** Rabbi,” ** Master,"”’ and ¢ Father.''
How this warning has been unheeded history
plainly shews. Unheeded, not wilfully, it may be,
but because its literal significance his not heen
realised.  Still, one may eschew all titles, and
vet be at heart covetous of the eminence which
the titles represent.  What i vine-spoiling fox,
even though o little one, pride can be ! '\’th
of God's children would not pray to be d('l.l\'tzr('(l
from so odious and injurious n characteristic ?

In Luke 14. t-11, there may be o forewarning
of the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5. 10)
when the real ** worth ** of a believer will be
declared.  Blessed be God, even if the works
are burned up (1 Cor. 3 and compare Lot's
experience) the redeemed one shall h:msolf”l)c
saved. But let us remember  that humility
befits a child of God here, whether he be a
“poviee™ or ol full age,”’ whether he be 2
lamb or a sheep or a shepherd, a teacher or i
learner. In all states or *f positions, "’ there 18
ever the danger of pride.

May it not be a solemn possibility that some
who have been prominent here and hnv'c
occupied the ** chief seats ' and ¢t chief places :
mav have, with shame, have to ' give place '
to one who has been willing to he ‘¢ last " and
“gervant T2 ¢ Seckest thou preat things for
thvself 2 Seek them not.”’ ** Be clothed with
humility.””  This word clothed " meant ‘: tn
tie vound with n knot ' most suggestive,
therefore, of the danger of losing this grace AS
our dress. Ahove all things, then, be clothed
with humility.

—_—

It is so casy to become prejudiced, and once
we have a lit(le irritation if ““A"" ministers, or
when *“ B ** passes on a word of exhortation,
We do need opened hearts for the Lord Him-
self,
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS.
Little Things Made Wise.

“Phe locusts have no king, yel go they forth
all of them by bands.” Prov. 3o. 27.

What is a Jocust 7 1t is only an inscct, but
rather a large one, about two to three inches
long. 1t is like a large grasshopper.  lndced,
in some parts of the Bible it s called
by that very name (Amos 7. 1, Judges 6. 5).

It feeds on green growing things, on trees
and in the fields, and is among the clean
creatures that might be caten (Lev. 11. 22). It
is not like some insects that eat up dirt and
rubbish.

It lays its eggs—millions of them—under the

hedges, and when the time comes, and the sun
is warm, they hatch out and soon begin eating.
They live and therefore must have food. It 18
clean in its habits and is careful what it eats.
. One locust by itself, or even two or three,
will not ecat up much of the farmer’s growing
food, but if many thousands of them settle on
« land, very soon there will be nothing left for
the people.” All trees and ficlds will he stripped
of cverything gréen.  Such a thing has very
often occurred, even in these days. One of the
plagues on Egypt was the coming of swarms
of locusts, and God, more than once, allowed
this in the Holy Land, to punish His people
when they would not obey Him (Joel. 1. 4).

Locusts have wings and can fly, but you will
dee from lixodus 10. 13, 19 that the eas! wind
brought them, and the west wind took them
away. So then, God, Who made and orders
all things, caused the wind to help them to do
His work. Perhaps David was thinking of the
wind when he said, 1 am tossed up and down
as the locust ** (Ps. 109. 23).

Our text tells us, the locusts have no king.
Bees, you kunow, have a ** Queen” the
locusts, though they have not a leader, go forth
by bands or as it says in the margin, ** gathered
together.””  Why ? Because that is how God
made  them,  * They arc wise, made wise.”
When they are hungry, they seek their food
together.

Already, you sce, we have learncd
things about these creatures of God.
put them down.,

many
let us

1. They arc little upon the earth,
2. They are * wise, made wise.”
3. They are clean in God’s sight,
4. ‘They have no king.

5.

They do not go about ulone, but in bands.

They seek their food in compaiics.

They are used by God to do His will.

They can fly, but God’s wind takes them
where He wishes.

In our talks about the little things made wisc,
you have been reminded that you are yet small
and weak. You will grow up and get strong,
but you have not to wait until then before God
can Dbless you. By reading His word, you can
Le made wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3. 15).
The ways ol the ants teach us o be ready for
God's great day that is coming. The conies
teach us that there is safety and shelter in the
Rock—the Lord Jesus. .

The locust teaches us that the True lcader

e e

is not seen on carth. He is in heaven. His
children gather together in His Name.  They

do not like to be alone, but to be * in bands.”

From the first they were formed into ‘' assem-
blies,” so that they could help one another.

They live with a new heavenly life, and they
desire food to suit that new life. Each locust
has an appetite and yet they feed fogether. So
God's children read the Holy Scriptures fo-
gether, for that is their food. They are not
like those insects that love the dark and eat
dirt. They are clean, being washed in the
precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Again, God’s children are saved to serve
Him. Anc  they can do this by keeping
logether.  ‘The locusts often  were  sent to
punish people.  Thus ihey were messengers of
judgment.  And God’s people have to tell of
God's judgment and to rebuke sin. Their
heing together is a light that puts the darkness
to shame. But they also tell forth Good News
of a Living and Loving Saviour, They cannot
do this in their own strength.  The locusts have
wings and can fly in the air ; so the children of
God, though they walk on the earth, really
helong to heaven (sce lsa, go. 31 and Eph. 2.
4-6).  Yet they need the power of God to help
them, just as the focusts needed the wind to
help them. This power is by God’s Holy
Spirit, Who dwells in His people, and teaches,
and guides, and cnables them to please Him
and do His work.

Dear child, are you one of HIS children ?

A ————————r—

Let me see all T can of the Lord Jesus in other
helievers, and let me be quicker to detect my
faults than theirs, and than they are to detect
mine. TLove to Christ will not occupy me even
with my own failures, but it will lead me to see
them sufficiently to value His love, and forgive-
ness, and victory much more,
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Some of “ Those Things Which Are

Most Surely Believed Among Us.”
An address by Mr. P, IV, Heward, April, 1917,

(continued)
THE GospPeL OF THi GLURY or CHRIST.

But before we consider the precious future
of the work of the Lord Jesus let us ponder
what we believe by grace respecting the Gospel.
All who were saved uider the old dispensation
we.e saved by reason of the work of the Lord
Jesus, which was sure before it was accomp-
lished. There is NO hope outside Christ (Eph.
2. 12). \We do not sce salvation by law for
those who lived under the law. David said,
* Deliver me from bloodguiltiness —the law
did not provide for this—'* And my tonguc shall
sing aloud OF THY RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
How can he sing of God's righteousness uniess
God imputes a righteousness 2 And where is
the righteousness to be imputed unless it be the
accepted work of the Lord Jesus 7 Those who
are saved now, and those who will be saved in
the future, though dispensationally distinct, are
saved because in ONE Book of Life. They
must thercfore be in eternity linked with the
One Lord Jesus. In Him is life, and outside
Him there is death. God will carry out the
words of Eph. 1, 10, and * HEAD UP " all
things in Christ. In the present time we rejoice
to bhelieve we have a Gospel to declare and that
Gospel is the Gospel of the GRACE of God,
though in another aspect it is this Gospel af the
Kingdom. In that Gospel is revealed the
righteousness of God from faith to faith, as it
has been written, ¢ The rightcous by faith shall
live,”" but the law is not of faith, We cannot
blend faw and Gospel. The law is good if a
man use it lawfully, but the law worketh wrath,
The Gospel does NOT work wrath. The Gospel
is not a modified law. The Gospel declares that
Christ is the End of Law into righteousness for
everyone that believeth (Rom. 10). It is not a
cheap Gospel, but a free Gosncl. Christ Jesus
came into the world to completely save sinners
(r Tim, 1. 15). Tt is not of man’s merits or

CBEGOTTEN (v John 5. 1),

“helieye

man’s preparation, it is only by griace that any
are saved. In conncction with this wondertul
Gospel we acknowledye that God quickens poo
guilty sinners to believe in the Lord  Jesus.
We cannot regard spiritual daith as a notural
cllort ffe that believeth HATH  BEEN
Life expresses jtsell
in faith. So is it with repentance. We cannot
accept the teaching that repentance is an earthly
work 3 since repentance is from DEAD works,
how can it be the product of a dead sinner ?
While we acknowledge that nations should
nationally repent, and that men should naturally
repent, repentance unto life is, as Acts 11 says,
what God grants.  Christ is exalted to grive
repentance, in the words of Acts §. 31, and tl'lus
we delight to set forth that the whole salvation
is by grace, through faith, and that not of our-
selves, it is the gift of God, not of works lest
any man should hoast, for we are 1lis workman-
shi'p having been CREATED in Christ Jesus
(Eph. 2. 8-10).

Tie NEw CREATION AND ITS EVIDENCES,

Man by nature is marked out as Imv.in;,,r hoth
soul and body against God ; Jude describes man
as naturally ** not having  spirit,”’ but when
anv are born from above, that which hath bren
horn of the Spirit is spirit (John 3. 6) and man
hecomes tripartite-—spirit, soul and body. I'he
new nature which we receive, the new lile which
is given, is not a development, not a growth,
but a gift. We acknowledge that those who
Jeccive this wondrous gift of a new life, and
with it faith and love which are in Christ Jesus
(1 Tim. 1. 14), are in a new sphere of responsi-
bility, They are no longer under law. Luw
has no terrors for them.  They have been
brought, not to innocence but to righteousness,
and there is no judgment against those who are
in Christ Jesus. But if they are not under law
they are UNDER grace. Not only IN grace,
for the grace of God which has appeared
TEACHES us that we should live soberly and
rightcously and godly in this presemt age. We
that though our holiness contributes
NOTHING to our salvation, and though our:
obedience adds NOTHING 1o our gift of life,
yet it is Divincly written, * By their fruits ye
shall know them,” and it is the responsibility
of those who are horn from above to seck to
walk worthily of the calling wherewith they are
called (Eph. 4. 1). [Indeed, Scripture sets
forth that if anyone have not the Spirit of
Christ he is none of His, that if the branch is
fr.uitlcss it has never heen vitally joined to the
Living  Vine.  The belicver thercfore will in
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every case produce godliness, but the measure
of godliness is a matter of personal. responsi-
bility hefore God, and we believe that Scripture
shows it is the privilege of children of God to
partake of the appointed food in the prayerful
study of Scripture, and to carry out the
arrangements of the Lord, and through thesc
means of grace to enjoy the privilege of bring-
ing honour unto His Name, for which in His
marvellous love they will receive reward ‘¢ in
that day.”

Tur HEAVENLY CALLING AND (GODLY SEPARATION. -

We confess that at the present time believers
are partakers of a heavenly calling, that God
has revealed that they have been called not only
out from darkness, but delivered out from the
present evil age. Christ has said, ** They are
not of the world, EVEN AS I am not of the
world.” In the present dispensation while
Christ is sitting at the right hand of God we
would stedfastly maintain the good confession
which He gave before Pontius Pilate (John
18. 36). Till He ariscs in judgment we have no
authority for executing any judgment at all.
We can take no part in earth’s politics, govern-
ment or vengeance.  We have gone forth to
Christ without the camp, as those who have no
continuing  city, and who have no citizenship
except of ““ the city which hath foundations
whose Builder and Maker is God.”
thereof we are content to be pilgrims and
strangers wherever we are found in this earth,
and with the psalmist our hearts cry, ** 1 am a
stranger in the carth, hide not Thy command-
ments  from me.”’  We do not regard this
matter as unimportant. The law of Christ is
emphasized on those who are in a law to Christ,
and though the purpose of God according to
clection cannot be changed, it is a grievous
matter if the child of God allies himself with
the world—for ** what fellowship hath light with
darkness ? ' Those who are redeemed from
the carth are to be a separated people, willing
to be the offscouring of all things, bound gladly
by His authority and refusing to make light of
His“ will.  This they confessed in  baptism,
which we acknowledge to be the immersion of
believing  desciples who have gladly received
the word (Matt. 28. 19, Acts 2. 41) ; this should
follow quickly upon their realization of having
passed out of death into life ; but, if it has
heen delayed, the reproach should be rolled
away in accord with the parallel of Joshua 3.

As freemen

CoORrRPORATE TESTIMONY,

Those who nave been baptized have a
responsibility to remember the further words of
Matt, 28. 19, ‘‘ Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever 1 have commanded you.”
It is thus their duty to be gathered with like-
minded behevers tor the fulfilment of their
Lord’s appointments. We conless that cor-
porate testimony has been opposed by the evil
orie, and that at the present time belicvers are
in weakness ; yet we cannot agree that the
Word of God is ruined, or that His arrange-
ments are set on one side. We find thar when
failure was brought before Isracl in Josiah’s
day, Josiah’s answer, when his heart was
stirred, was to keep the Passover, and AFTER
the failure of 2 Timothy, we notice the book
of Revelation was written to the same district
showing that assemblies had been RE-established
in accord with the stili-instructive appointment
of God. Conscquently we believe it is the will
of God that His pcople should seek to be
gathered in accord with His arrangements. To
us every national organisation is one of the
daughters of the Mystery, Babylon, found in
Rev, 17 and is linked with the governments of
earth. Though we rejoice to acknowledge that
there are those whom the Lord knows as His,
found in various denominations, vet in the light
of 2 Tim. 2. 22-26, we are compcelled to say that
every company which does not seck to be a
pillar and ground of THE truth (1 Tim. 3. 135),
and to keep the will of God, is ‘“ a snare of the
devil.” It is the duty of every child of God
to he oulside sectarian systems, remembering
the testimony of 1 Cor. 1. 10 and that human
arrangements, and thus ‘* sects,” are called
works of the flesh in Gal. 5, 20 (¢ heresies ).
The believer being gathered with those who
call upon the Lord out of a pure heart has
responsibilities  respecting  all  that  concerns
M,

(17 the Lord will, to be continued.)

““ A little sleep:’’—and one rises too la‘e for
communion with God cre going forth to daily
work. And what about the Lord’s Day ?
Because it is His, should we rise so much later,
that everything is delaved, or rushed, or prayer
reduced to a minimum, should the inference be
‘ Because it is the Tord’'s Day, I will have a
long indulgence in bed ? ' I am no' referring
to those who are aged or ill, A word to exer-
cised saints should be very fruitful in these
matters.
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Inspired Words, Inspected.
No. 3

“Ya are our epistle written inour hearts,
known and read of all men ; forasmuch as
ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle
of Christ ministered by us, written not with
ink, but with the Spirit of the Living God;
not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables
of the heart.” 2 Cor. 3. 2, 3.

THE EPISTLE (he epistole) ; From a word

meaning, ‘‘to send upon or to,” a message
conveyed verbally or in writing,
OUR (hemon)="* of us,” or ** belonging to
us "' verse 3 (*‘ ministered by us ') shews
they became this, under God, through His
servants’ instrumentality.,

YE ARE (humeis este) ; Lit. ** Ye, ye are,”
the personal pronoun emphasised. The Corin-

thian  belicvers were sufficient commendation
(v. 1) having been blessed through Paul's
ministry.

WRITTEN  (engegrammene), lit.
been in-written (or engraved) '’ ;
Part. Sing.

IN THE HEARTS (en tais kardiais) ; * In '’
followed by Dat .Pl

OUR (of us) see above.

KNOWN (ginoskomene) ‘“ being  known.'
Pres. Pass. Part.  Suggesting the character
and continuance, as also the next word.,

AND READ (kai anaginoskomene) ** and
being read.”” Also Pres. Pass. Part. Note
similarity of the two words, which occur also
in Acts 8. 30, ** Understandest thou what thou
readest ? ''  Reading with a view to know-
ledge.

OF ALL MEN (hupo panton anthropon) * by
all men” ; hupo with genitive, signifving
agency. All kinds, not all without exception,
but all without distinction. Do men read us
to profit 2 Do we help them to an understand-
ing ?

FORASMUCH AS YIE ARE MANIFESTLY
DECLARED (one word, phaneroumenoi) ; Iit.
‘“ ones manifested.”” Pres. Pass. Part. Plural.
Openly appearing . as such an epistle ; one
message conveved as one by many persons,

THAT YE ARE (hoti este) ; not something
future, but a present testimony, ‘‘ ve nve.”

EPISTLLE (see above) no article (*‘ the ')
preceding. suggesting ~haracter.

* having
Perf. Pass.

L]

OF CHRIST (Christou) no article.  An
epistle of Christ, that is
(a) belonging, and originating  from,

Him.

(b) consisting of Him, that is the Christ-
like life and character.

that is

(c) manifesting Him, 8, i mussage

concerning Him,

MINISTERED (diakonetheisa) ; mninis-
tered.””  Aor. Pass. Part, fem. to agree with
‘“ epistle.”  Note the word *'* ministry ' or
“ ministration ”* and  ** ministers ' in  this
chapter and that following.

BY US (huph’hcmon) ;
meaning agency.  Sce on

WRITTEN (sec above),

NOT WITH INK (ou melani) ; something
black, as ink. An cpistle consists of written
black letters, hut it is not the bare letter that is
emphasised  (see also v, 6).  Yet something
legrible.

BUT (alla) ;

w

hupo with genitive,
our '’ above,

the strong adversative, suge
gesting rather ** on the contrary.'”  Note that
the same *‘ not . . . but ' occurs twice.

WITH THE SPIRIT (pneumati) i that is,
something  felt, vital, living, is produced by
Him.

OF THE LIVING GOD (Theou zontos) : No
article, **A living God.”” This is not vague or
lacking in definiteness.  Nay, it emphasises the
essential quality of God. He lives.  And The
Spirit, being Himself  God, lives and imparts
life. The Enistle thercfore is living.

NOT IN (ouk en).

TARBLES fplaxin) ; something broad and flat
on which writing can be inseribed.

OF STONE (lithinnis) ; Adjective, dat. pl.
derived from lithos, a stone,  The {ablets (same
word in 1.XX) on which God wrote the Deea-
logrue were of stone,

BUT (see ahove).

IN TABLES (sce above).

OF THE HEART (kardiais) : A noun used
adjectivally,  As the law was written on tables
consisting of stone, so this epistle was written
on tables consisting of hearts,

FLESHY (sarkinais) ; not fleshly or carnal,
but consisting of flesh, that which is warm,
livin, and  impressionable. unlike the stone
which vields only to hard blows. Such hearts
respond to the Spirit’s inditing. Note, one
epistle, many heart-tablets, and the teaching on
unitv,

Faith has rest hecause it is not torn asunder
to two opinions. When we try and please God
and self, we put ourselves on the rack. But
the reason for love’s obedience is not to avold
this. but because He.and His will are the attrac-
tion.
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**1if by any means | might attain unto the
resurrection of the dead.” (Phil. 3. 11)

It is suggested that, as Paul had an abund-
ance of revelations, he might possibly have
been shewn that there is a special resurrection
of certain faithlul believers prior to the com-
mencement of the great tribulation; also that
the word ‘* out-resurrection ’’ lends colour to
this view.

In the first place, we may be assured from
Paul’s own words that whatever was revealed
to him he made known, unless it came within
that category of *‘‘ unspcakable words which it
is not lawful for a man to utter.” Did he not
say, '‘ | kept back nothing that was profitable,”’
and, "* I have not shunned to declare unto you
all the counsel of God (Acts 20) ?

These words should cause hesitation, and
wariness of introducing any tcaching which has
not the clear sanction of Holy Writ,

The resurrection is spoken of as:—

(a) A resurrection of dead ones (e.g., Matt.

22, 31). ,

(b) A resurrection of righteous ones (Luke
14. 14).

(¢) Concerning the dead ones, they rise (Mark
12, 26).

(d) A resurrcction ** from (apo.) dead ones "

(Matt. 28. 7).

(e) A resurrcction ‘“ out from (ek) dead ones
(I.uke 20. 35, Acts 4. 2).

(f) The First Resurrection (Rev. 20. 3, 68.

(g) An ‘‘ out-resurrection ”’ (exanastasis (Phil.
3. 11).

(h) An * out-raising *' (exegciro) (1 Cor. 6. 14).

The expression,. ‘‘ out from dead ones ' is
often used of the resurrection. Must it be
inferred that there is a difference betwecen the
statements of Acts 4. 2, for example, and Phil.
3- 11 and 1 Cor. 6. 14, because the preposition
is joined in the last two instances with the verb?
Morcover, we read, ‘ Every man in his own
order: Christ the First fruits ; afterward they
that are Christ’s in His parousia ”’ (1 Cor.
15. 23).  There does not seem to be any room
here for a ** select ' resurrection preceding the
““first,”

The literal statement in Philippians 3. 11 is—
‘““If how 1 shall have arrived into the out-
resurrection which is out from dead ones.”
It seems to suggest something after which to
strive—something to be obtained by effort, but
is there any difference between the sense here
intended to be conveyed and that contained in
such words as:—

‘* Give diligence to make your calling and
election sure ”’ (2 Pet. 1. 10).

‘“ Let him that thinketh he  standeth take
heed lest he fall ” (1 Cor. 10. 12),

‘* But he that endureth to the end, the same
shall be saved *’ (Matt. 24. 13).

* If we suffer, we shall reign with him!
(2 Tim. 2. 12). '

*“ Lay hold on eternal life ”” (1 Tim. 6. 12) ?

This last verse seems somewhat analogous to-
the ‘“ attaining '’ of the verse before us ; and
it is interesting to notice that the Lord Jesus
speaks of, '‘ Those which shall be accounted
worthy to obtuin the resurrection which is out
from dead ones »* (Luke 20. 35); and the words
of Hebrews r1. 35, *“ That they might obtain
a better resurrcction * express a similar idea.

From this it would appear that Paul teaches
nothing beyond what His Lord had taught
before Him. Though assured of his own salva-
tion, he will not take things easily, but strive
to enter into, and attain unto, that which his
Lord sets in front of him (Phil. 3. 13, 14).

And this is the lesson which is needed in these
easy-going days, when the ‘' attractions >’ of
‘““ religion ”’ are emphasised to the virtual
exclusion of such teaching as walking in a
narrow way, separation to God, coming to
Christ without the camp, bearing His reproach,
and through much tribulation entering the
Kingdom of God. Al this is quite consistent
with the assurance and enjoyment of salvation,
paradoxical as it may scem to the world. The
godlv person realises that truth in its various
parts is not contradictory but complementary.

Mr. PAUL ROSENBERG

As we go to press, the sorrowful news
has reached us that Mr. Paul Rosenberg,
who has been labouring for several years
in Uruguuay, South America, has * fallen
asleep in Jesus,” after a comparatively
short illness,

Further particulars will be given, if the
Lord will, in the next issue.
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YOUNG BELIEVERS' COLUMNS.
MELCHIZEDEK.

No. 2

The servant of God was greatly cenabled and
encouraged of God through this intervention of
His priest, lor he stood firmly against the
'+ grenerosity "’ of the King of Sodom. It s
often more difficult to °‘ steel '’ vnesclt ugainst
the friendliness of the world than against its
opposition.

Think how weary he would be after  his
strenuous pursuit, how exhausted in body and
in mind, and how susceptible to the subtle
temptations to ‘* sit back ' and to the gain of
casily-gotten wealth, Thus can be understood
the tender and gracious watchfulness of the
Lord over His servant, seen in His sending His
own priest to minister to his nceds,

** The King of Sodom went out to mect him,"’
but ere they met, ‘‘ Melchizedek, King of

Salem, brought forth bread and wine.” How
refreshing w0 the  weary  pilgrim-warrior !
* Bread which  strengtheneth  man’s  heart,””
and ‘" wine that maketh glad the heart of
man "' (Ps. 104).  These physical  blessings
meant  more o Abrabam  than  mecting  his

bodily needs. They symbolised the strengthen-
ing and gladdening of the ** faner mani”’ Abd
How necessary it is (o get renewed  and
refreshed after any picee ol service that has
called - forth all one’s  energics—and  what
service is worth the name if it costs little or
nothing ? And to help to bring back a captive
believer (2 Tim 2. 24-26) with its oft-accompany-
ing difliculties (Jude 22, 23) is ministry for
which are fitted only those who, like Abraham,
by faith, walk with God in a world which is not
worthy of them.

This  happy, because Divine, interception,
prepared  Abrabam  for meeting, in spirituad
cnergy, the suggestions of the worldly king.
Melchizedek ** was the priest of the Most High
God and he blessed him.”"  *“ The less is
blessed of the better ;7 therefore  Abraham
acknowledged the greatness of God's priest by
giving him ** tithes of all.””  Of «all, be it
nuticed, and that of fiis ven possessions, Tor he
took nothing of Sodom, ** from a thread cven
to a shoe latchet.”’ It cost Abraham something
to maintain a ‘¢ pilgrim ”’ character, just as it
will the believer today. The world will “* take
offence ' at his refusal of its fellowship, and
he may lose thereby. He will put God first in
giving to Him that which is His own ; and in

both ways may incur the world’s displeasure,
scortyy, and  possible enmity, 1 have lift up
mine hand unto the Lord, the Most High God,
the Possessor of heaven and carth.”  He konew
in Whom he believed,  God, Possessor of all,
could, and would, give him ' much more than
this "’ (2 Chron. 2§. 9). Yet, although his faith
was unwavering, God saw it to manifest lim-
sell **after these things ' (Gen, 15, 1) in a
promisc  exactly  suitable (o the need.  Bul
would he have remained thus Faithful apart from
the Cominge of Melehizedek 7 We cannot tell,
but can only admire the wisdom und grace of
God that ordained such o mecting and remem-
ber that, *' This God s our God.”

Let us pass on 1o meditate on—

TYPICAL TEACHING CONCERNING
MELCHIZEDEK. A

We turn to Psalm 110, a prophecy of Messiah,
the lord Jesus. There He is seen as the future
King, but also as a Priest, and that, not of
Aaron's line, but * after the order of Melchize-
dek."  This name does not occur again in
Seripture until  the epistle to the Hebrews,
wherdin it is mentioned nine times (chapters
5. 6, 10, 0, 20, 7. 1, 10, 11, 15, 17, 21). In
the first two verses of chapter 7, it is the
historic person of Genesis 14 who is before us.
Al the other references are to the order
(arrangement)  of  his  priesthood, except  one
=, 15) where the Lord is said to " stand up @
different priest "' from Aaron, but according to
the similitude of Melehizedek.

It is therefore clear that Melchizedek is o type
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 1t bas already been
noticed that, although Scripture tells us several
things about him, many things are left unsaid.
Upon  both  the positive  statements and the
omissions is based the Divine commentary in
Hebrews 7.

{11 the Lord will, to be continued)

e —————————

THE

The more one lives the more one sces that
the tongue is a fire, and that its explosions
cause half the troubles of saints.  And the way
in which one can thus sin, and nol confess, or
only confess indivectly, is a sad evidence of a low
spiritual  standard today.  The Holy  Spirit
knows the tendency. Hence the special empha-
sis on sins of the tongue and bad temper in
FEphesians 4. 31, and Colossians 3. 8, O that
our speech may be always with grace !

Reviving does not begin with talking about
i, nor with a revival meeting, but in the heart
of one humble saint.
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« SJOME AND SEE.”

John 1. 39.

“@0 AND SEE.”
Mark 6. 38.

Both these words were spoken by Him Whose
“lips are like lilies, dropping  sweet-smelling
myrrh.”  There is a [ragrance in all His
utterances that, like the statutes and command-
ments  of the Lord, rejoice the heart and
cnlighten the eyes (Ps. 19. 8). ‘' The tongue
of the wise is health ”” and *‘ the lips of the
rightcous feed many.” This is abundantly truc
of Christ, for ** grace was poured vver His lips "
(Ps. 45) and ‘* never man spake like This
Man."”

Two of John's disciples, hearing his testimaony,

“ Behold the Lamb of God,” [ollowed Jesus,
Who turned and saw them following. *‘ IWhat
seck ye? " He asked. ‘* Master, where

dwellest Thou ? »’  Divine wisdom was in the
(uestion, calling forth such an answer as He
desired. 'Twas not with them a desire for
some thing ; they were drawn to a Person—
* Thou.”

Grace has revealed the Tord Jesus as the
Lambh, the Sacrifice, the Redeemer ; hearts arc
opened to receive Him, and at first there is joy

in the realisation of sins forgiven, of heavenly

gilt imputed and imparted.  Salvation is.known
and assurance thereof, but what of the Giver ?
The Gift is unspeakable. ’Tis the Son of God
Himsell. ** For God so loved the world that
He gave His Only-begotten Son.”  And, “ He
that spared not His Own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also frecly give us all things ? '

When the Lord saw that they wished to be
with Him, as their words, ‘‘ Master, where
dwellest  Thou,” testified, His gracious reply
was ““ Come and see.”” ‘“ They came and saw
where e abode, and they abode with Him
that day,” but there is no record of the
conversation,  Andrew, however, sure  that
He had met with Messiah, sought out  Peter
his brother, and ‘ brought him (o Jesus.”
That is the happy resnlt ol fellowship with
the Lord. The morc we  know Ilimself,
the greater the longing to bhring others (o Him,

Now we see Him not, but we can still hear
and heed His invitation. ** Come, and see.”” To
abide by faith with Him, to have our conversa-
fion in heaven, to look forward fo the inheri-
tance there reserved for us will not cause us to
he less practical, or careless about the legacy

of suflerings and reproach for His sake he‘re
upon earth (I'hil. 1. 29. Col. 1. 24. Heb. 13. 13).
Nay, like the tree which the Lord shewed Moses,
it will sweeten all bitter waters.

Beloved, is it Himself we want ? Can wec say,
“My Beloved is unto me . . . Altogether lovely.”’
And His words also? ““Thy word was unto me.”
Bul He Who said, ** Come and see,”” said also,
““ Go and sce.”” Again, it is to disciples. They,
and their Master, were tired, and in need of
rest and refreshment.  Come ye yourselves
apart into a desert place and rest awhile.”” But
their movements were watched, the crowd out-
went them, and, on arriving at the place chosen
by the Lord, they were met by *f much people.”’
The Lord Jesus, unmindful of His own weariness
and hunger, ** moved with compassion,’’ taught
the people.  The disciples stood by, seeing no
hope of that ** quiet time '’ with the Lord being
realised. Presently, they were called to other
labours, not to preaching, healing, or casting
out demons, as they had been doing, but to the
fowly task of ‘¢ serving tables.” — ‘ What a
descent !’ the carnal mind would reason. Nay,
this is a part of the apostles’ education for the
great work to which they were foreordained.
"Thus, they were taught, by the Lord’s examp’e—

(1) To forego their own comforts for the sake

of others.

(h) The true view of ministry—going, doing,

heing, as their Lord appointed.

“ Give ye them to eat.”” The disciples were
well aware of the need of the multitude. Many
came from far, How could they return without
fainting by the way? ‘‘ Send them away,”’ said
they. ** Jesus Himself knew what He would do,”’
but they did not. The command, ‘‘ Give ye,”
must have staggered them. ‘‘ How many
loaves have ye ? Go and see.” *‘ And awhen
they knew,” and told Him, ‘‘ He commanded
them to make all sit down upon the green grass.”
Five thousand were fed from the hand of the
Lord by means of His disciples. He loves to
make use of His own.

“ Go and sce.” Their resources were
adequate in and of themselves.  So it is with
us. ‘“ Not that we are sufficient of ourselves,”
must ever he our confession.  But we mav go
on to say,  But our sufficiency is of God.”
Still, it is well to examine our resources. We,
toon, are bidden, * Go and see.” ¢ What hast
thou in the house 2’7 Only a pot of oil, but
God can, and does, make much of it (2 Kings 4).
“What do T know of the Scriptures ?  How
much of it have T made mine, by faith and dili-
gence 2 Be it Htﬂc. or much, it is only part of
my resources. Like the disciples, T have to

in-
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learn that the Lord alone can multiply my seed
sown. He is the ultimatc Resource.

“ Come and sce ;' *“ Go and sce.’”” These
are complementary, the one of the other. Good
is it, yea, necessary, that we know Christ where
He is, at the right hand of power ; that we,
in spirit, abide with Him there. But, since |
am His disciple and have been sent into the
world, 1 need to look to my resources, to sec
that they diminish not, but are always available
at the instant, ** the Lord hath nced of them.’
* But sanctity the Lord God in your hearts: anl
be ready always to give an answer to every
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that
that is in you with meekness and fear '’ (1 Pet.

3. 15)-

Question and Answer.
No. 143

Who are ‘“ The Israel of God *’ in Galatians
6. 167

This question néeds to be answered in the
light of the context, that is, the whole e¢pistle
to the Galatians, wherein this phrase occurs.
‘This apostolic letter is almost wholly directed
against Judaistic teaching with its emphasis on
circumcision and law-keeping.  *‘‘ Israel after
the flesh '* (1 Cor. 10. 18) is typified by Ishmael,
“horn after the flesh.” Isaac is a type of
those *‘ born after the Spirit.”

Paul speaks of ‘‘ the Jews' religion ™ (ch. 1)
and contrasts it with the revelation of Christ
in him. He makes a distinction between Jews
and Gentiles (2. 14, 15) and declares that those
who are of faith are the children of Abraham
(3- 7). Further, he states that now, ‘‘ There is
neither Jew nor Greek . . . but ye are all one
in Christ Jesus, and if ye be Christ's, then are
ye Abraham’s seed ' (3. 28, 29). Jerusalem
which is above is our mother (4. 26). The
hondwoman and her son are cast out, as
prophesied by Hosea, so that Israel at the
present time is Lo-Ammi—'* Not My people."
This was confirmed by the Lord Jesus in the
words of Matthew 21. 43.

In his letter to the Romans, Paul asserts
(2. 28, 29) that *‘ he is not a Jew which is one

outwardly ”’ ; also, ‘“ they are not all Israel

which are of Israel » (q. 6).

Bearing these scriptures in mind, and the
whole tenor of the Galatian Epistle, it would
appear inconsistent therewith to interpret the
words, ‘‘ Israel of God,” as of the earthly
natinn,  The ‘¢ peace ” desired is a present

peace for those walking according to a “ rule,"’
that of the *‘ mew creation.”’ It is not that
future ** peace of Jerasalem,” for  which the
children of God in this present age are bidden
10 pray.

Again, many of the names by which the
carthly Israel are called are also given fo the
Church, as ‘* My people,”” ** Elect,”" ** A holy
Nation,” ** A peculiar people.” Also, the Name
Isracl is borne by the Lord Jesus.  Comparc
Hosea 11. 1 with Matthew 2, 15.  Sce also
Isainh 49. 1-4. Hence there would scem to be
no difficulty ‘in interpreting the term, ** The

Israel of God ' as of the redeemed in this
present age,

Suggested Daily Readings
«IF THE LORD WILL." NOVEMBER, 1949,
Day READINU LEARNING |
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SprECIAL READINGS

Nov, 6 Psaln 69.1021
13 o 71,1018
20 » B84.1.4
97, 86

vor THE LORD’S8 Day.

Matt. 27. 88-60
Matt. 26. 59-68, 27, 1, 2
1 Pet. 2. 5.9

Phil, 2, 6-11, 2 Cor, 8. 9
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SprCIAL READINGS FOR THE Lorp’s Day.

Des. 4 Psiim 83.110 Matt. 12, 40, Luke 22, 39-44,
* 1 . 98.1118  Mark 14. 27-81, 43-52
18 ., 92,12 Hebh. 10. 9-22 o
25 W 9619 Jotin 4 21.2%, Phil. 8, 3

Notes on Memorized Verses.

DANIEL 6.

4, No error or fault the fruit of an Excellent Spirit.
5, ' Against " twice. Not only jealousy but antagonism
to God. 6, See margin and cf. Psalm 2. 1 (margin).
7, AN religion set aside. The King almost 4 ified (cf.
2 Thess. 2. 4). 8, Which ‘‘ passeth ™" not (margin) but
only God's word shall not pass away. The Medo-Persian
empire has passed away. 9, Signing a “ blank cheque,”
a &olish thing. 10, ‘“ As he did aforctime.” Otherwise
it would have seemed insincere. ‘‘Be ready always.”
“ Continue in prayer.” 11, They found what they expected.
Does our testimony ring true ? 12, 13, “ Regardeth not
thee, O King (see note on V. 7) and cf, Matt. 22, 21,
14, The solemn result of a hasty action (cf. Mark 6. 26).
15, Merciless law and merciless men, but God is lu?th
just (maintaining faw) and_‘ ]ushy;i‘rr. 16, The seeming
triumph of evil. 17, aenled._ l‘mchangod purpose ;
beautiful words when in a ‘ setting "’ of grace. 18, 19,

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD OF GOD.

Sin
20,
21,

{even if unintentional) causes sorrow and dispeace.
‘“Is thy God able " ct. ** He will deliver *’ of v. 1.
22, *“ My God.”” He has power over all creatures.
23, “ No manner of hurt ” (cf. 3. 27) * because he
believed. ‘¢ Strong in faith.” 24, Tribulation to those
who troubled. 25, 26, A world-wide decree and testimony
to God, His Kingdom and His dominion—a prophecy which
shall be fulfilled. 27, He is the living God (v. 26) therefore
* worketh . . . hath delivered.” 25 This Daniel " (seo
v. §)-
) DANIEL 7.

1, A dream, visions, yet twritten for us. 2, The great
sea—The Mediterranean (see Rev, 13). 3, Four (cf. lour
metals of ch. 2). 4, Winged Lion, a man’s feet and
heart (Assyrian sculptures are interesting in this respect,
Assyria being the farerunner of the Chaldeans, the first
Gentile empire). 5, A bear raised up on one side. The
Medo-Persian empire. 6, Four heads. The Grecian em.
pire, subsequently divided amongst four of Alexander’s
generals, thus prophecy passed into history. 7, 8, The
Roman empire, which succeeded the Grecian, and itsell
passed away ; but we are taken on to ‘‘ the time of the
end.”” See Rev. 13, wherein the beast is a composite of
these four beasts in Daniel 7. 8, A description of God's
majesty, His throne, and chariot (cf. Ezek. 1) and, 10,
His judging. 11, Great words, which will merit great
torment to the speaker. 12, '‘ The rest of the beasts.’
Does this mean the other three 7 The world will go on,
but the dominion is the Lord’s. 13, The Father. and the
Son (John 3, 35, 5. 27). 14, His Kingdom like His Word
(Matt. 24. 35). Al is given into His hand. 15, 16, The
rffect of truth-deep feclingand d sire for more irstruction
17, 18, A summary of history, culminating in victory far
the saints. 19, ““ 1 would know the truth.” 20, The
fourth beast will be revived as the last great empire of
man, 21, That which comes up last takes n leading
place and prevails against the saints (Rev. 13. 7). bug
22, “‘only until . . the time came.' 23, ¢ The whole earth (see
Isa. 13 and cf. * all the world " (Rev. 13). 24, A horn,
and yet ‘‘diverse.’” 25, ‘‘A time, etc,” See Rev. 12,
6, 14, 13. 5. And note that thesc periods agree ; halt of
seven years—the latter half, leading up to the end. 26,
“ The triumphing of the wicked is short.,”” 17, '* The
people of the saints of the Mast High," presumubly Israel.
“ The saints ** and * The saints of the Most High *
{verses 22 and 2§) believers in this present age, which will
close with the Coming of Christ, 28, The painful effect
of truth even on a believer, but truth should be felt.

v DANIEL 8.

1. Two years after the last vision. 2, Daniel in Persia,
3 “ One higher,”” of. ‘raised up on one side (7. 5)
Medo-Persian Empire. 4, *‘ Imperialism *' and ** conquest”*
and ¢:hunger* not new phenomena. 5. The he-goat—tha
Grecian empire.  The notable horn—Alexander the Great,
6. 7. Alexander’s conquests, then prophesied, are now
history, 8, The four horns (see notes on ch. 7. 6),

The Holy Spirit is a Person, not an influence:
He indwells, actually, and actively. But He
mav he grieved and silent, or He may be free,
and operative—not apart from the members of
the body He indwells, but through them.
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