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“ That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of
truth ; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that
send unto thee.”’ Proverbs 22. 21I.

A Word of Introduction.

HE object of Scripture is a work of God WITHIN, and then holy
lips (Prov. 22. 18). The purpose is clear in the added verse,
—a definite TRUST in the Lord, for we can never separate Him
from His words. The “excellent things’ are to lead us to
certainty (Luke 1. 4), and thus to speak alway with grace. The
stress on a godly answer is seen in Colossions 4.2, and 1 Peter 3.
15. Do we not feel that many of us fail in these characteristics,
and would we not seek grace to honour the Lord therein ? The
aim of these pages is to lead to the right use of Holy Scripture,
and of true prayerfulness, in the Holy Spirit, in order that the
testimony of the lives of believers, our own included, may be
brighter, and fuller to the glory of our glorious Lord.
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God’s Election and Gospel Preaching.

A question regarding this is often earnestly asked by dear

children of God, and exercise of heart is helpful, so long
as saints are kept from (a) worry, (b) human decision, and (c)
argumentativeness, and caused to be willing (i) to leave what
God has mot revealed and (ii) to worship rather than * specu-
late >’ or *‘ infer.”

Praise God, we read ‘ God hath chosen the foolish things
of the world,” and also read ‘‘ Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.’”’ Spiritual faith accepts
‘“all Scripture.”

One thought has been helpfully before me—If there were
no election, could you go to any one and say, * You can be
saved?”’ God either sees all that will be, or He does not. If
the latter, His prophecies are inexplicable.  These include
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definite statements regarding times, mankind, and individuals.
If the former (the only possibility, when we realize His
absolute Deity and glory), nothing can happen to make Him

untrue. Hence you cannot say to every individual, “ You can
be saved,” if you refer to facts of coming ‘‘ history.” Possibly
you answer, ‘‘ But so far as our knowledge goes, he can be
saved.”’ Yes, and does election alter this? Not at all.

Election never hinders a single one from coming to Christ: the
gospel of grace declares, most definitely, that any sinner coming
as a sinner, is welcome. Then election does not hinder true open
hearted free gospel proclamation. It it is hindered, the hindrance
would be God’s eternal knowledge of everything. But if that
hinders this holy activity, it would equally hinder every arrange-
ment as to the future in daily life. Such a standpoint is im-
possible. May I add that, beloved children of God sometimes
think that a covenant redemption hinders gospel proclamation,
and that we must be able to include (mentally) ¢ Christ died for
those who will not be saved > in order to preach a free gospel ?
But the reverse is the reality. If He died for those who will
not come to Him (i.e. who will not be saved), I would lovingly
ask—

(a) Did He take the curse and judgment of their sins, and
yet they too will bear this?

(b) Did God view their sins as taken away by Christ’s pre-
cious blood when He knew they would not be removed?

(c) Was the Lord Jesus Substitute, and yet they will have
no eternal benefit thereby?

(d) Did He die for those who will be His saved ones only
in this ineffectual way? Then His death cannot be the real
cause of the salvation of any! Many of these difficulties come,
because of a hesitation to realize that God’s thoughts and ways
are not to be made parallel with man’s. We cannot identify
them with what a limited creature knows, nor compare them
with our ideas of what we would do. The only right attitude
is (a) Humble accéptance of all that God has said, and acknow-
ledgement that He is ever RIGHT.

(b) Lowly recognition of our limitations, in wisdom,
knowledge, inference and power.

(¢) Godly and glad obedience to His Sovereign appointment
in declaring a full and free gospel to sinners, as such, without
adding or subtracting. We do not go forth to proclaim
‘“ Christ died for you '’ nor ‘‘ Christ died for the elect,”” but
““ Christ died for the ungodly.”

(d) Grateful worship as we realize th
grace which we have received,
Holy Spirit.

e wondrous personal
in the quickening power of the

. ‘“He is mine ” may soon become dangerous, but ‘‘I am
His.”’—not as a mere expression, nor to contrast oneself with
others, but as heartfelt joy in His rights,—is a blessed experience.
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A BELIEVER'S FUNERAL. .

TO not let there be the garb of mourning, though sorrow lS;
mingled (Phil. 2. 27). The loss is not his, nor hers !
Would you pull down the blinds? Rather remt‘e‘mber mel}?’ho 1(5i
the Light, and that the gospel has 'already brought 1e‘ ar(;n
immortality to light.”” Let all be simple : waste ncl) moneyths
outward display. The unregenerate may buy costly wlreaTh,
but let us spend what we have on spreading the one gospel. e

flowers are beautiful: give them to the liv.ing. Symbolicall}};,
they are but a fading reminder of resurrection. Go beyond .‘t e
symbol. It is not appointed in this case. Enjoy your risen

. His perfect love casts out fear, and ‘‘ through fear (?f
zlfgfh ” yos rl;eed no longer be subject to bondage. SO!}ShlpHIZ
yours, and you gather to ‘‘sow’’ the‘body, waxtlrég for
fuller display of the sonship, the redemption of the bo y.1 ) t

The bones of a Joseph are precious. They are a claim yek
to walk through the land of promise in resurrection,— the mied
shall inherit the earth.””  ** Sown™ is the four times 'repﬁaﬁ
word, in 1 Corinthians 15, not “ buried.”’ ’Abr‘aham s‘a‘ug, My
dead out of my sight,”” but not out of God’s '51gh,t’. rgcxoui
in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. Wef o n&
sow weeds, nor apply the word to that wh.xch grows o *1tse .
Seed sown has a Possessor, and the Lord claims the body. N

And the harvest is always gloriously contras.ted wnthht e
sowing. The weather has changed then, the cold is past, ttgr(z
is ever ‘“ the joy of harvest’’ and ‘‘ he that spweth and }'wd :(11
reapeth ’ will rejoice together. The harvest is manifold indeed,
compared with the tiny grain. In the time between all remains

i t forgotten.

hlddeSr:)’ izuitt l\]x?'nth thge body. Corruption shall not de’:stroy al.l,. qu
God claims the nucleus as His own. 'Value a saint’s bOdy’fhlt-l-S
a pledge of the whole inheritance, spirit, soul, and bo'dy (IH es?li
5. 23): our whole needed the precious blood of Christ. He \év:"
not surrender what He values. And God s.hall. give this seed

a body as it pleases Him,”” ‘‘ our house which is frpm }'1eavend -—;
to ‘** clothe upon ”’ that which is preserved, slegpmg in the dus
of the earth. As the closed door of Eden was in front of 3 pre;
served way, so ‘‘ unto dust thou shalt return’’ has a remrll‘x}l] er 0
a happy resurrection for the redeemed (Dan. 12. 2). erﬁ. 1}51
no word of annihilation, no corruption-victory for that-\iv] 1;;
Christ has purchased. Part of the materlal.decays, as wit ;] e
wheat, but there is that ‘‘ nucleus " over which He watches, t lat
nothing may be lost. Then do not sorrow as others, bui e(t1
every death of a saint fix our eyes on the Coming of our Lor
Jesus and make us more earnest to buy up the oppqx:vtupltxe,s'
now, through His enabling power m“‘ .thlS body of humxllatno}x;x,u
that love’s service now may be His joy then, when we s _ah
““ bear the image of the Heavenly One,”’ and be satisfied wit
Ais likeness (Ps. 17. 15)!

. . . . h
Y , the Lord appointed him a field with trees : Josep
;A(l}rz:h?guS?v}.tg:tt%cca;fa)ly Spirit emphasizes that ‘¢ there was a garden.”’
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“Upon this Rock I will build My church.”
(Continued.)

How wondrous is God’s wisdom even in the choice of a word.
And what are the other names? Is not the church, a house, a
a building, a habitation of God? ‘I will build’’, said our beloved
Lord. Here is a temple, not a factory: a temple, a dwelling place.
God does not only visit, He dwells here. His ““rest” in
Genesis was interrupted, as it were, by sin. But here He has
rest in the fruit of the work of His beloved Son—a wondrous
rest.  And a ‘‘ temple’ implies, that saints are to be a
worshipping company. ‘‘ In His temple doth every one speak of
His glory ” (Ps. 29. g), and the glory is His, yea ** every whit
of it uttereth glory ** for saints are living stones and praiseful
(1 Pet. 2. 4, 5). Wherever God is, there must be worship, as
Isaiah 6 and Revelation 4 and 5 indicate. Ah, dear fellow be-
lievers, do these meditations appeal to our waiting and joyful
hearts? Is it our joy to be called out, or do we still linger, wish-
Ing to be ‘‘ something  in the world and to abide with the world
(2 Cor. 6. 14-18. James 4. 4)? Rather let us rejoice to *‘ be
built > (Eph. 2. z20. Col. 2. 7), not movable—the truly
‘“ established church ” not by human law, but by Divine grace.
Are we not glad to worship? Are we the worshippers the
Father ‘‘ seeketh,’’ in Spirit and in truth (John 4. 24)? This is
God’s great plan, defeating the works of the devil, reversing the
effects of the fall, and bringing eternal glory to His Name in the
display of His ‘‘ manifold wisdom *’ (Eph. 3. 10). How different
is all this from the human idea of a religious movement, with an
outward profession, and occasional ‘“performance of Divine
Wors'hip . Spiritual worship is in the very warp and woof of this
creation of God (Eph. 2. 10). If leprosy could be found in the
very stones of a house, praise is found in the living stones of this
sanctuary.

Nor can we forget that the first building, before Cain’s city,
and long before Babel, was a bride (Gen. 2. 22 marg.). And the
church is the bride of Christ (Eph. 5. 31, 32). To suggest
‘‘ Husbands, love your wives,”’ and yet to give as a type, Christ’s
love to one not espoused to Him, would hardly seem to fit that
wondrous passage.

J.And, as we have seen, the church is Christ’s body also, without
which He would not have a ‘‘ fulness ’’ (Eph. 1. 22, 23), the fruit
from Himself as the word may set forth (1 Cor. 10. 26). He
would not be complete without His redeemed, whom He fills (Col.
2. 10, Isa. 53. 11). Thus we behold living union, constant relation-
ship, dependence, diversity of appointed functions, healthy
harmqny, and the working out of His will in unwearied re-
sponsiveness to Himself, in the power of the indwelling Spirit.
There must be one Head to a Body, there will be ‘‘ one Spirit,’’
—else there would he a corpse, a carcase and confusion.
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Praise God this will never be. A carcase is the unholy counter-
feit (Luke 17. 27 with Matt. 24. 28).

We behold, therefore, in the Church, of which our Lord says
‘“Mine ”’, a precious dispensational manifestation of His work,
in a heavenly people, with a heavenly hope, during the time when
He is still ‘¢ despised and rejected ’’, with the prospect in view
when He will ‘‘ present to Himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing > (Eph. 5. 27). This sets
forth the present season in its right relation to the past ages, and
to the saints then,—all alike to be included in the future complete
unity of a soon coming day. And, likewise, it shows the path
of ‘‘ strangers and pilgrims ’’ outside the world’s politics, ways,
warfare, amalgamations, unions, ambitions, aspirations, in the
blessed privilege of living, ‘ soberly, righteously, and godly,
looking for that blessed Hope, and the glorious Appearing of our
Great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Him-
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works *’ (Tit. 2. 13-14).
Thus we reach the aspect of ‘‘ the kingdom of the heavens ’’, and
its rule so strikingly set forth in Matthew 16. 19, and again shown
in connection with a local church in Matthew 18. 15-18, which is to
be a miniature of the church. And thus the subject of churches
of God (and ‘‘ churches of the saints ’’, as they are instructively
called), must come before our hearts, that we may fulfil His pur-
pose. The reader will have observed the Lord’s choice of the
words ‘‘ kingdom ”’ and ‘‘ heavens.” They go far beyond the
Jewish interpretation. It is NOT only the thought that ‘‘ the
heavens do rule ’’, in God’s control of all (Dan. 4. 25, 26), nor
is it the coming intervention when ‘‘ the God of heaven shall set
up a kingdom »’ (Dan. 2. 44). There is a present heavenliness
of disposition and attitude with godly order, as a kingdom
implies. We think of exiled governments in war time, but this
divine expression goes far beyond such a thought. We see God’s
saints in holy enjoyment of the words, ‘‘ Thy will be done in
earth as it is in heaven ’’, before that Day, when the Lord alone
shall be exalted, arrives. We call to mind David at Hebron
(¢“ fellowship ) with the faithful minority, ere he was established
at Jerusalem. Hebron was the home of Abraham the pilgrim
also (see Gen. 13. 18).

The Holy Spirit’s emphasis on verse 19, immediately after
Matthew 16. 18 shows this godly order, and the putting into
practice of the will of the Lord. Three striking illustrations of
this are at once remembered. (1) ‘‘ Look that thou make after
their pattern which was showed thee in the mount’ (Ex. 25.
40). (2) ¢ All this the Lord made me to understand in writing
by the hand of the Lord upon me, all the works of this pattern
(1 Chron. 28. 19). And, beyond all. (3) “ The Son can do
nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do ”’ (John 5.

19). E
(!} the Lord will, to be concluded.)
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Present Parallels with, and Fulfilments
of, Future Blessings.

¢ BEHOLD the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house
of Judah >’ (Jer. 31. 31). But the Holy Spirit twice emphasizes
that this blessing is enjoyed by many now (Heb. 8. 10-12. 10.
15-17). And He specially includes the words ‘° After those days.”
Hebrews 8. 13 gives us a key. The old covenant now remains in
power for all not ‘“in Christ Jesus,”” but it is not in
power for those for whom Christ has met every claim, and who
are accepted in Him. He is revealed as the Obedient One, the One
Who bore the appointed judgment, and the Antitype of the typical
prophecies—combined.
Romans 15. 9-12 corroborates with regard to the present

fulfilment of God’s far-reaching promises.  But where is the
fulfilment? We answer ‘‘ In Christ, in heavenly places,’’ where
we are blest (Eph. 1. 3). “ The kingdom of the heavens ”’ is

now associated with the Rejected One sitting above, till His
enemies be made His footstool (Ps. 110. 1). The future earthly
fulfilment is not denied, nor ignored. Jerusalem shall be a praise
in the earth (Isa. 62. 6, 7), and all Israel,—even their fulness as
distinct from the fulness of the Gentiles,—shall be brought in
(Rom. 11. 12, 25, 26).

But believers of all races are already in the new covenant,
and rejoice in the blood of the new covenant (Matt. 26. 28).
Jerusalem and Gerizim are awhile set aside (John 4. 21), but
worship within the veil is not set aside. The sovereignty of this
world has not yet been acclaimed as belonging to the Lord
and His Messiah (Rev. 11. 15), but saints are already ‘“ in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus ’ (Rev. 1. 9). The kingdom of
the Son of His love is the Father’s delight (Col. 1. 13), and ours
today.

These are not only vague parallels with the future, but fulfil-
ments. *“ In thy Seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed *’
was Divinely intended to indicate the present time (Rom. 4. 4.
16-18). The ‘‘ authority > of the Lord Jesus is thus being exer-
cised in salvation (Matt. 28. 18. 19). And, in the appointed
sphere of fulfilment innumerable millennial promises are being
granted. This is not an accommodation of prophecy, but as the
epistles show, God’s own meaning. The overlooking of this has
caused a pendulum-swing, to doubt the coming millennial age.
As soon as we grasp the twofold fulfilment, all becomes clearer.
As Adam died the same day morally, and also within the thousand-
years’ day physically, so the Lord Jesus was raised the third day,
and exalted, in heavenly places, and His mystical body will be
raised the last day (the ‘‘ third ” thousand years), when He shall
be exalted in the earth (Psalm 46. 10, Isa. 33. 10). There shall
be a city then, but is there not a city now (Heb. 12. 22)? There
shall be an inheritance, but is not the Holy Spirit the Earnest of
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the inheritance now (Eph. 1. 13, 13)? The realization of this is,
I would submit, vital to

(a) God’s truthfulness. ) ) _

(b) A right interpretation of Scripture, against which none
can justly assert that we twist the words unfairly.

(c) The unity of the redeemed:— ) ‘

(i) The saints of the present dispensation are not
isolated from believing Abraham but are one ‘‘in Christ ”’
(Ga. 3. 16, 26, 29). ]

(ii) Israel’s elect fulness will not be saved on national
grounds in *“ that Day,” but as a company of th0§e who are
individually blessed in Christ Jesus, our one glorious. Lord.
The harmonizing of all truth, and the converging of all llqes
of prophecy, is of the deepest importance, if we would realize
the fulness of truth, and the present and future accomplish-
ment of the one covenant purpose of God.

“Because he was a Thief.”
John 12. 6.

These words are solemn and solemnizing, indicating how
sins commence and how they spread like leaven and leprosy.
We think of the other thieves or robbers mentioned in this
gospel (10. 1, 8, 10, 18. 40), and realise the mean.ing of the
words, *“ The love of money is a root-of all evil *’ (1 Tim. 6. 10).
We hear the warnings that brethren to be used of God must
never be greedy of filthy lucre (1 Tim. 3, 3; Tit. 1. 7)_, and
remember, too, how the trouble came with Achan’s coveting in
Israel’s entry into the land of the promise, and how there was
a striking similarity in the early church, the parallel book of
Acts (5. 1-11). Well may the Holy Spirit say, ““ Let your con-
versation be without covetousness, and be content with such
things as ye have.”” Praise God for Peter’s testimony (Acts 3.
6), and Paul’s words, ‘“ I have coveted ne man’s silver, or gold,
or apparel ’ (Acts z0. 33). )

But Judas was a thief, and ‘‘ because he was a thief " he
spoke against Mary, and against Mary’s love, and devotion.
Selfishness leads to robbery. How contrasted is our beloved
Lord, Who gave Himself for us (Gal. 2. 20, 2 por. 8. 9). O
that we may beware of the beginnings of any sin, for one sin
leads to another (Isa. 30. 1), and in the climax the. devil put
it into the heart of Judas to betray the Lord for thirty pieces
of silver (John 13. 2) and entered into him (John 13. 27), to
bring him to remorse, suicide, and eternal doom.

Faith has a *“ Yes *’ for all God says and a ‘‘ Thank you ”’

for all God sends. . o
There is the practical expression of faith, and hope is its.

bright anticipation. ; ,
gFaith has no ‘“if ”’ for God’s ‘¢ shall’s,” and no ‘‘ shall’

for God’s ‘¢ if’s.”
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EVOLUTION—

(a) Anti-scriptur i i i
Al po)  Ant pturally involves denial of Genesis 1-3, and of
(b) Doctrinally undermines
) X the Godhead and creati
a.nd 1;11terventlon_ of God, and also the fall of man a;;e?hwef glm}]’“
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c ractically attacks the very st: i
morality,— et : s th ry sandar.d and basis of
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A TYPE OF ‘““ CHRIST AND THE CHURCH.”
Ephesi
How blest the marriage union is phestans 5.3z
When setting forth this type!
The bridegroom loves, deep joy is his
A fragrant fruit, and ripe. ,

The bride has too her great delights,—
Their interests are one!

Though years pass by, nought disunites,
The act is ne’er undone.

The husband loves as bridegroom still

) The wife as bride obeys: ’
"Tis love’s compulsion, love’s free will
Sustained through changing days‘.

Outward compulsion is of * two ’’,—
~ When ‘“ one ”’, they have one mind:
This type should in our homes prove true
With love within to bind. ’

And how this shows what saints should be
And how the church should love,
From earth and vain affection free
Since drawn to Christ above!

Fa.it.h is' not a .dreamy mysticism, a vague credulity, a
superst,ltlous imagination, but a simple and reasonable accepta}lce
of God’s declared and demonstrated truth.
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*“ Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”
John 15. 14,

‘A Word of Introduction.

BLESSED, indeed, are the children of God. They have recetved

a new and everlasting life . they are made members of Christ
Himself. Their hope and prospect cannot be over-estimated.
Such privileges are beyond human expression, or even conception.
But do we not desire to ‘' render again’ (2 Chron. 32. 25), and to
respond to Christ? Is it not a joy to us to bring joy to our Lord?
Is it not our pleasure to please Him? [s not His will to become
our will? Is there not music in the words, ‘' If ye love Me, keep
My commandments,” and “If @ man love Me, he will keep My
word " (John 14, 23)? These pages go forth with a desire that
there may be a delight in obedience as well as a gratitude for
grace received. and that sound doctrine and holy practice may be
blessedly blended in the lives of the redeemed of the Lord, that

He may be glorified.
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Time ...
« Upon this Rock I will build My church ' (concluded)
In Adam or in Christ? .

 If the dead rise not, then is Christ not risen: and if Christ

be not raised, your faith is vain, ye are yet in your sins.”’
1 Corinthians 15. 16, 17.

'DO not usual interpretations weaken or make incomplete the

argument of 1 Corinthians 15? If Christ be not raised, there
would be the falsifying of His word, and that would invalidate
all His work. Other deeply important thoughts are closely
entwined. A leaflet entitled ‘° Which the Man will do, and live
in them >’ seeks to make this clearer. This is one of the most
neglected portions of God’s truth today. The absence of
resurrection would be the breaking down of God’s law or the
denial of our Lord’s complete obedience (Ps. 4o. 6-8). He
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must ““ live ”’ as the completely Justified One immediately He
has borne wrath, though the date of the resurrection of the body
is not given in Levicticus 18. 5. His flesh cannot see ‘‘ corrup-
tion.”’ (Acts 2. 24-29), and the types of Scripture (1 Cor. 15.
4) and His own prophecies gave the third day—permitting the
body to rest the ome ‘‘ rest ’’ day, and uniting two weeks, by
the inclusioneof a-small portion of the 6th day of one and of the
1st'day of the other,—His week of the law, and our week in
resurrection union with Him by grace. Everything is so full,
—and wonderful, to His glory in our lives. |,

If Christ were not raised there would be no evidence that
He had really *‘ done ’’ what He came to do. If this failed we
should be outside Him. For eternal life is not *“ in Adam,”’ nor
is it only a sovereign gift. It is in eternal union with the Last
Adam, the obedient One, on resurrection ground. It is His life
made ours. We stand ‘‘in Him.” That is the glory of the
gospel, meeting every claim of the holy law and revealing the
inwardness of our response to Him, by the inflow of all strength
and guidance from Himself the Head. We should still be in
our sins if not viewed in the resurrection life to which He is
entitled. Why? We were under Law’s curse (Gal. 3. 13), a
Perfect One could not bear the curse except as a Substitute, and
a Perfect One must receive life, and so those for whom He is
Substitute receive this life, and in no other way. An unraised
Saviour would bury our hopes, and we should be rightly left in
the death-waters of baptism. How sadly does every form of

nominal ‘‘ baptism ’ that ignores (a) immersion of (b) believers -

show the enemy’s attempt to conceal this display of truth. The
Holy Spirit unveils the reality of salvation * in Christ.”” Thanks

be unto God, for a ‘‘ living Hope ’’ by, the resurrection of Jesus
, Christ from the dead ” (1 Peter 1. 3). :

“The Revived Roman Empire.”
AN ENQUIRY.

THE fourth empire of Daniel 2 is the only one unnamed by the

Holy Spirit. There is a purpose. That it emanated. from
Rome of old we readily acknowledge, and the Holy Spirit gives
clear marks of identification, but Zechariah 5. g-11 seems to
explain why it is not called Roman. Rome was only a temporary
centre, however long it remained so, and if it should again take
this position.  ‘‘ Its own base ’’ refers to Babylon and Satan
begins in Genesis' 10 and ends in Revelation 18 with the same city.
‘ The times of the Gentiles ’’ have the same commencement and
conclusion.  Thus there is a travesty of God’s emphasis on
Jerusalem. We cannot be too careful to avoid our own thoughts

or those of others, that' hinder openness of mind for all His
gracious teaching.

Unassimilated food is undigested, and causes harm: so is it
spiritually.
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TIME.

«« MIME *’ is a common word, but how little we understfxnd the
meaning, and how often have we failfzd to.value_ this price-
less gift to God’s glory. Invisible, intangible, inaudible, but ai
reality! With ceaseless flow it reaches us, and all have an equa
“ income ’ of that which we have divided into 168 hours in ttl;z
‘God-appointed week. ~ Money can be hoarded, goods can
stored, but time cannot be kept for later use: it comes, it goes,
wisely spent or mispent, employej:l to please ‘G‘rod, or ’the reverse(.i
While we are speaking, it is passing away. Now has cease
to be * now,’’ even as we write the word, and that which is future
becomes present, and then past, almost before we are aware.
Here is a trusteeship of greatest importance for the believer,
since everything is affected thereby. Phllosgphy may §eek to ex-
plain its relativity, but the practical experience is vital in ou,;
Christian life. ¢ Time’’ reminds us that we are 1n a s’pherq o
responsibility, and that *‘ today ”’ we 5130u1d hear God’s voice,
and seek to occupy till our Lord comes. ¢ Redeeming th‘e: time *’
(Eph. 5. 16), is a message of spiritual Yalue‘ The gmg h
becomes truly ours only whin ¥ve 'gl?dly ng:.t;nergy, and banis
i there may be fruit for eternity. )
hStle’SI‘SI?: inszgrgl?treached dizi’ not profit Israel of old because it was
not mixed with faith (Heb. 4.2). How often has God laid stress
on harmonious blending. Our food is no'rma’l’ly c.:omplex.: almols(’;
everything seems to be a compoqnd. “.Tnme without ll.fe \'Noub
be meaningless to us, and our “life’” without what we signify by
« time *’ and ¢ space ’’ would lack expression. Here is ‘t‘he open
door for our heart, and all ourGrggmbers, to embrace the ‘‘ now
ivi  pleasin .
of Pl:l‘vil;iev’e ;::Z)dti?lﬁel,)” saysg one. The statement is unwise. We
all have the same amount of time. The objector means, ‘ Ilh?i:e
something else to do,” and often there is a ‘choice that ex;i’ub s
God’s words and reduces pray;air.1 41ct 1st ?St Have I time?’> but
¢ sanctifying this holy trust: o
H(JGv;c?r:til]i gives u)s egrthly time, ﬁm.d earthly lif(.s, with its v(;ir_}t'-
ing experiences, each day with its rising and settmgksuﬁ, az; d; s
fleeting twelve hours (John 1r1. 9). We may well as 3 ;;s to z
been richer in love to Him than yesterday, or poorers Have vg
by sloth made the moments nought in our active life, yea,h y
self-choosing made thim I(:,ve(xi'naless than nothing >—Or have they
it, unto the Lord?:
pmdlllfc e‘(‘i ;(re‘sltlzyrday " was a failure, let not sin, once l}umbltj)r (:onlhl
fessed, prevent today’s victory. Deep repentance is r{ghtt,) uézd
remorse is wrong. \Qfde canréot have ges.t:;?:g again, but
i i ives us today and a new begi .
lmmeliieli1 tte}z sgolemnizing tl}l,ought that we cannot n3ake up for an;;
yesterday lead us to godly zeal ‘: today,”” but let it not rob us o
power by occupation of mind with our shortcomings. “VVed can-
not blot out sin but God does: And He can ;'r‘xake today
doubly fruitful, even though it has not double time. Sin over-
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ruled 8 never excused. But herein we_see God’s vickary, wherain
grace much more abounds. :

A man’s earthly years are usually less than a hundred: even in
Genesis 5 none reached a thousand,—the appointed ‘‘ day of the
Lord"’ when Christ shall reign. We would not spend our early
strength to build up human success, and to settle down in our
ceiled houses, and then offer fragmentary service of failing years
to Him Who loveth us. Kather let us see the privilege of ‘‘present
time >’ and the joy of immediate and constant devotedness, that
every fiay may contain words to which God hearkens, prayers that
are His delight, and a spiritual fulness, in the enabling power o
the Holy Spirit.

1 PETER 4. 6. .

Questions have always been asked on this verse, but is there
not a simple key? ’

(1) The judgment is ‘‘according to men,”’—hence in this
life and not after (Luke 12. 4).

(2) Consequently those judged were not dead when the
gospel was preached to them, but when the epistle was written
(This explains 1 Pet. 3. 19, 20).

- (3) Further, the gospel was preached ¢ for this cause,” i.e.,
stirring up their judgment by men. Evidently therefore, as men
oppose the gospel, these received the good news, and thus were
hated by men for Christ’s sake (Matt. 24. g).

(4) Apparently, then, these were martyrs, as many in
Revelation 20. 4

(5) This fits the other statement, ‘“ But live accordi

( fits i rding to
God in the spirit > (the opposite of s’pirits in prison ’’). %cre
we have God’s reversal of man's verdict (cf. Acts 13. 29, 30)
but the Lord Jesus was raised, these continue living in the ,spirit,
but await bodily resurrection. ,

(6) These who rejected them must give acco

) ) unt Pet.
4. 5:( t)heHword ‘“for ** links these verses).g (1 et

(7 ence judgment by men, begins at God’s ho
saints; but what will be the future judgment by Golcllsit;g :)sé
(gllfﬁ];ejt 4. 17); The righteou§ are now saved ‘‘ along a path of
(verae );8)? where shall the sinner and ungodly appear then

Hence the appropriate encoura

¢ . s gement to bear sufferin
according to God’s will, knowing that He wi i s
withlgh. 2. 23, and 2 Thess, I.i, 6). ¢ will puc all sight (xo,

oes not this meet every difficult i
. ! y, suit the cont
give to us a deeply important practical message. ontext, and

Note how Peter followed, in 1 i
. te) , ove, but afar off, in fear; -
‘?‘bedience”only increases danger. H,e went into the higeha:)rigstlfs
. palace *’ (same word ‘‘ fold,” John 10, 1, 16, where Christ’s

sheep ‘should hear His voj P . _
HMIMSELF at the fire, ice, Peter failed). He WARMED
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«TUpon this Rock I will build My shureh.”
(Concluded.)

Dependence is not weakness. It is true strength, and glory.
The tabernacle and tempie and Christ’s perfect life were the
manifestation of a Divine plan. So should a *‘ church of God ”’
ever be. There is no room for human theorizing and ingenuity.
We are not called to be ‘‘ abreast of the times >, and to adopt
the world’s methods that we may obtain results. The church
is not a commercial enterprise, it is a living harmony with God’s
own heavenly purpose, a replica of His pattern, in an unfriendly
and fallen world. We must not add to Scripture, nor take from
it. If our Lord has appointed a called out company we cannot
welcome unconverted oneg into such a fellowship. If He has
arranged baptism we cannot omit or change it. If He has
appointed the Lord’s Supper, we have no authority to leave it
out, nor to change its symbols and arrangements, and still to
expect the agreement of those who would be loyal to all His will.
Whatsoever has been bound in heaven, and that only, must we
bind. And whatsoever has been loosed, and that only, must
we loose. Nor should this be done perfunctorily, mechanically,
and unwillingly.  Love lovingly responds, otherwise we are
sectarian, and fail to take the position of ‘‘a church of God ”
though the name be emphasized. By so doing we exclude dis-
ciples in fact though we invite them verbally. An added trust-
deed, with a formal creed, even though intended to protect, is
a human precaution.

We must trust God to preserve His work by living power
within. If we do not have this inworking, all human substitutes
will break down. Such a church of God only has a claim on
those who would please Him. It should be only ome, in
realized co-working and discipline, in each city, although meeting
in many ‘ houses *’. If we have not this at present, let us be
humble and prayerful, and in our ‘‘ loneliness ”’ meet according
to God’s revealed will, even if a small company. Buit let us not
speak harshly of others, nor esteem ourselves because our eyes
are opened, by grace, to see this part of the Lord’s appointment.
As soon as any steps in the path of faith become an organization,
or a great movement with a history, there is the peril of assump-
tion and of human exaltation, of our additions and traditions.

The path of humility is the only path of safety. God will
revive His work, and gather His own. At present the sheep are
scattered (John 10. 12), but we praise God they are still sheep
when scatfered, and for all their love to the Shepherd we pralse.
One of the greatest perils to day Is the consciousness of seeing
truth, a mistaken sense of superiority, with irritation and
judging of motives, instead of praisefulness to God for His own
preservation of a personal living contact with Christ and a living
devotedness, even amid strange accompaniments, from which,
for His sake, we long that we ourselves, and other saints, may be
JA=liverac
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» “MAKE MENTION.”

7 E that make mention of the Lord >’ yes, it is a good thing

to show forth His loving kindness in the morning. ‘¢ Let
the redeemed of the Lord say so,”’ is a precious encouragement.
‘“ Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare.”” ‘1
will speak of the glorious honour of Thy majesty.” ‘ Talk ye
of all His wondrous works.”” ‘‘ My tongue also shall talk of Thy
righteousness all the day long.” ‘‘ To the end, that my glory
may sing praise unto Thee and not be silent.”” A secret disciple
is losing a great privilege (Rom. 10.9). A dumb saint is missing
a great opportunity. ‘‘ He hath put a new song into my mouth.”
‘“ We cannot but speak.”” ‘‘ The Holy Spirit gave them utter-
ance.”” ‘‘“ O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show
forth Thy praise.” : '

‘.

‘“ 1 have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare.”
v John 17. 26.
THE wondrous work of the Lord Jesus to redeem us has been
finished (John 1%7-4, 19-30), but His living intercession is
blessedly ‘‘unfinished,”’ because He lives to keep on (Heb. 7. 25),
and He continues, moreover, to declare unto us the Name of
‘* The Father ”” (Heb. 2. 12). In John 17 the object in view is
love realised, and in Hebrews 2, praise. But love and praise are
united ; there is a wealth of meaning in this fact. ’
Have we thought of the fulness of the Name ‘‘ Father?”’
The name ‘‘ God ’ is precious, but it does not tell of relationship.
The Hebrew Name ‘¢ Lord,” printed in capitals in the old
Testament, unveils His glory, and suggests the covenant of grace
(Ex. 6. 3), but this is not joined with the word * our.” God
cannot be ‘‘ our Father ’’ without real children. Such a Name is
inseparable from our richest blessing. The word cannot be em-
ployed unless there is living relation and dependence, and blood
relationship of saints to ‘‘ one another,’’ all by the precious blood
of Christ.
What a wonderfull unveiling. Well may we enjoy ‘‘ Like as
a Father pitieth,”” and ‘‘ The Father Himself loveth you,”’ and
henceforth seek grace to walk as beloved children, in a holy con-
trast with the world, which this Name is meant to impress upon
loving hearts.
" Theories of ‘‘ universal fatherhood >’ are the enemy’s attempt
to get rid of our real intimacy, and of separation, and of the
new birth. May we hold fast to ALL the Truth.

COLOSSIANS 1. g-11.
The desires of the apostle, expressed in prayer, are wond-
rously comprehensive. The above heading suggests:

. (a) An inner life and an outward one;
. (b) Knowing and doing; ‘

" (c) Holy activity and holy passivity;

(d) " An all-roundness and yet a felt need for growth;

(e) A right attitude to the Lord, and to men
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DISUNITY THROUGH LITTLE THINGS.

THE enemy never sleeps (Matt. 13. 25) he seeks.to use ever-
thing in varied ways. Is there a difference of interpretation
among true saints! It may be ‘‘ honest,”” and the need can be
soon met by prayerful waiting on God together. Instead of this
the enemy seeks to lead to ‘
(a) friction and jrritation;
(b) imputation of wrong motives; o .
(c) speaking about ‘‘inferences’ from the ‘“‘mistake
(though not drawn), with a hint as to what it may
involve, and linked with words of concern fqr the
Lord’s honour and that saints may not be misled;
(spiritually) intended, yet increasing failure in all;
(d) discouragement as to reviving, .a.n('i despondency.
Let us beware of a harsh spirit, of a criticizing manner, of
an irritated tone, of an annoyed feeling, of latent selfish prl.de,
of anything that hinders Christian love, prayer, holy d.rawm‘g
together, self-judgment, Christlikeness. May He be glorified in
our quiet subjection to Himself, and realization that fellow
believers are really living co-members of one body. The unity
that is contrasted with the re-union of Christendom, or fellowshlp
with the world, has a beautiful vital power, in the enabling of the
Holy Spirit.

« Whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be
quiet from fear of evil.”
Proverbs 1. 33.

God does not wish a worried saint,

With burdened brain, and sore complaint,
Why should we claim to-morrow’s care?

Our Father loves; He welcomes prayer.

Abide and rest, and hear His voice, ’
He speaketh ‘‘ peace,” bids us ‘‘ Rejoice, ’
How can His purpose hindered be?

His own from fear He can set free.

*“ In quietness and confidence

Shall be your strength ”: a holy sense

Of His unchanging power and love

Befits affections set above.

The Lord is near—where’er you are!

His coming’s near! Drive dread afar!
Why should we doubt when Him we know?
What rest and peace a saint should show!

Bear one another’s burdens, but do not complgin if others
do not bear yours. Never use a Comr.nand“ as a ground to
grumble at another, but as a lever to stimulate yourself: The

" Tord is ever sufficient if fellow believers are not all you expect.

Are_von and I all they expect?
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IN ADAM OR IN CHRIST*

WHERE are you? If you are in Adam, as a man of the world,

however respectable you may be, your judgment is future.
And it will be a solemnizing discovery to all who have thought
themselves fairly good, and safe, because of their respectability
or religion. But if you are truly * in Christ,”’ you are no longer
in the faulty brotherhood of man, but in a new creation, and
your judgment is past. The day of judgment is not a future
prospect for a sinner saved by grace: he stands righteous before
the very throne of God. We cannot confuse the two positions.
The Adamic side is perilous, the resurrection side is *‘ in Christ,”’
and life everlasting is a reality. Blessed be God for all who are
thus delivered, and will never go back to the other side of
resurrection.

The work of the Lord Jesus is gloriously complete. I
¢annot make the new creation in Him contingent on human
striving, or regard eternal life as an uncertain and temporary
posssesion. If I am ‘‘in Christ ”’ it is because He really died
for me, and 1 cannot undo substitution. Nor can I deny the
mighty working of a new life within. If I walk as othér Gentiles
walk, and keep on sinning, I have never seen, nor known, the
Lord (1 John 3. 6). The theory of a substitution which can
become a dead letter, and of the risen life in Christ which can
be brought under law and wrath again, will not harmonize with
Scripture.

The thought of perfectionism, and then apostasy, which some
have held, shows a twofold looking to self, and it disparages
grace, and lowers the Divine standard. The theory of a real
saint undoing the work of Christ contradicts 1 John 3. 9, and is
a proud assumption that those who avoid this sin have something
of their own, as the protection from falling under law’s condemn-
ation. Thus this conception actually involves pride, and robs
our Lord Jesus of His glory as our covenant Saviour.

True humility owns His work for us and within us, with the
blessedness of fruit for Him. The gospel of our salvation never
lowers the standard of holiness by laying full stress on the

glorious guarantees of sovereign grace. All parts of truth
harmonize.

L ]

If we put stumbling blocks in the way of young believers and
of others by our incopsistent living, or by an abrupt and
criticizing manner, or if we dishonour the Name of Christ, and
drive sinners away by indifference, sourness, or an appearance of
contrast with the love and joy of the Lord, or if we divide saints
by appointing arrangements which He has not appointed, even
though we seem to increase success thereby, we sin against
Christ.
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“ The anointing which ye lhave received of Him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any mnan teacl you.” 1 John 2 27,

A Word ;f Introduction.

HE context “ Concerning them that seduce you ' (verse 26)
shows this docs not mcan that the Holy Lipirit sets asid'e
His own “giftg v (1 Cor. 12, 4, 8, 20, cf. Eph. 4. 10, 11), But it
does mean that believers should have a sensitiveiess tq discern
things that differ (Phil, 1. 10 marg.), and not be cqrmed away
with ‘ every wind of doctrine” (Eph. 4. 14) The Divine teaching
(John 6. 45) is intended to cause a detecting of strangers (]o.hn
10 5, cf. Job 6. 30), and a holy instinctive dread of instruction
that causeth to err (Prov. 19 27) often with “ fair speeches
(Rom. 16. 18). Though a young believer may not be able to
answer all, there should be a holy preservation because of com-
munion with God. May this be our characteristic, @ LIVING
protection from the evil around.

CONTENTS. Page
Recorded Words of John the Baptis i0
An Outside Law, or Inward .. 71

The Lord’s Work and Ours.
“ T is more blessed (happy) to give than to receive (.r\cts_ 20.

35). These words apply in connexion with fellow salr}ts,
but they go far beyond this.  In our privileges of approaching
God, He is always the One Who gives most, and how happy
He is in giving. ** Grace,” and ** Joy 7 are from the same root
in the Greek Testament.

But can “we give Him anything?  Not originally, for we
were only guilty and condemned.  But we have heen rcc‘lccmcd
and have rL:cci\'("(l grace, that we may give, with the humil‘lty‘ a.nd
vet delight of David—* Al things come of Thee, and of Thine
own h;f\'c we given Thee,”” A this store that we have pre-
pared to build Thee a house for Thine holy Name cometh of
Thine hand, and is all Thinc own” (1 Chron. 29. 14, 16) _ch(‘c
though there is only a negative answer to the (|u‘cst1vnn, " VV}}()
hath first given to Him?” (Rom. 11. 35), vet © We love Him
i e Srstloved us (1 John 4. 19), ““ What hast thou

L]
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which thou didst not receive? humbles us (1 Cor. 4. 5) b
“Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His Name” (Ps. 2g. 2)
sets forth our great privilege.

Do we remember this as we should? In our conversation,
our prayer, our meetings, are we all more occupied with ourselves
and our blessing than with Himself, His joy, and His glory?
When we meet, do we find the joy of worship?

It has been said that some lay stress on a sermon rather
than adoration. The ** liturgy > of Judaism and Romanism may
well show how the abscnce of a *“ sermon *’ does not mean real
adoration.  Everything may become fossilized, or, rather, a
parody of God’s will. But we can usually find in wrong systems
a counterfeit that sheds light on primitive truth, of which it is
saddening corruption. -

We should not gather to hear a sermon, nor to render
elaborate ritual, but should be gathered to praise God and to hear
His voice. He is central. Those whom He uses are secondary,
or rather His graciously fitted and filled instruments. When we

- worship, the ““ form *’ is not to be our aim, and a true worshipper
is not occupied with himself, or with his worshipping, but with
the One worshipped. The enemy ever seeks to divert us, to think
of ourselves. In praise and adoration, the greatness is of
the Lord. The beauty of a building, or of the singing, mav

a

-gratify the flesh, but the humble heart pleases the Lord. Let us-

not measure a meeting by its < scaffolding,’” nor by our blessing,
but from God’s own standpoint, and with a realization of His
glory. Is He pleased? What has there heen for Him?

True love will not sink into the pitfalls which abound.
Adcration will delight in the majesty of God, and He will then
sieak, and as He always gives beyond our giving, in this sense
we shall say that hearing His words is more thay our speaking
to Him. Yet the aim and goal will never hecome our own joy.
If we hear, this will he the awakening of praise, and our delight
will thus be to be able to render to Him more, followed in turn by
His fuller unveiling, that the worship may be still more blessed.
Thus the constant expansion: ’tis the golden hell and the
pomegranate, in wondrous alternation.

A word in this connexion as to other service for Him mav
not be inappropriate. It is a joy to tell of Christ to souls that
necd Him, and to exhort one another. But let us not be over-
occupied with our labours, nor talk too much of them, even
though rightly rccording His good hand (Acts 14. 27).
rejoice, rather that our names arc written in heaven. Christ’s
work for us in redemption, and in intercession, should be more
prominent in our conversation, and prayver, than it has been.
‘“ Reports,”” even requests for prayer, may easily become pride,
and also a narrowing to our own sphere, and a forgetfulness of
““all saints.”” L=t not fear of this make us unnatural, but let
us .have, in the Holy Spirit, an anticipation of the resurrection
attitude.—‘‘ Lord, Thy pound hath gained ten pounds,”” and the
holy balance that teils of grace with simple, gratitude  (Rop

Let us
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15. 13), and finds in ail a cail to .worship, so that f)L{r“reqL;etslts‘
and expericices are all fragrant with the appomtedt spices o 1:,1
sanciuary. The burat ofiering, the light of the ldmpsgand an
incense of the golden altar, all ascended, O that our gracious God
might be glorified in all, and so is it still.

AUTHORITY.
VNE word often rendered ' power 7’ in the New“Testan.lent,,’
U seems to have a fulier meaning when translated ‘‘Authority
(as it is in Matt. 7. 29, 21. 23, 24, 27, .Acts 26. 10, andy 23 othg;
passages). Luke 4. 30, and g. 17 illustrate the two wolr) :
together.  Both were manifested in the Lord Jesus, uk
“authority 77 emphasizes the appointed sphere, and His ‘woi
as the Perfect Scrvant, in the plan of grace and glory. HeinLe the
rendering ** Authority ”’ in Matthew 9. 6, 8. 28. 18, would seem
more forcible. Luke 4. 32, would thus go ‘\‘Vlgh Matthew 7t.”29.
in John 10. 18 teo, this is cmphasmed,‘t‘l_]e (/ler’lyanhdmen ml:
specially mentioned.  In Acts 1. 7, ““authority N as afn -
porumt’ testimony against the scheming zmd’!)‘uas‘gmgﬂ? e
(e.g., Dan. 7. 25, contrast 2. 21‘cf. 1. 14). ‘The * autho lt)}llat
of Ephesians 2. 2, reminds us of Luke 4. 6, but we rfe]01ce“ e
this is but for a season, and we are even now dehve_redh r(i{rp don(z
authority of the darkness ”” Col. 1. 13),} and are in the u:lfgsted
of God’s dear Son, Whose auth.orlty will so soon be manife o
(Rev. 12. 10). In 2 Corinthians o. 8, 13. 10, 1wets'?::n :
responsibility and authority of God’s servant”Pau, s‘r161 goy
contrasted with that which he had before (Acts 9. 14, 2 .d It,
2. 18). Itis blessed to 1ook.forward and upward, ank 0
realize Revelation 22. 14, in the lxght_: of John 1. 12, arllld'tob nfh\xé
the victory of which Revelation 20. 6 speaks. And all is by
precious blood of Christ.

““rule and anthority.” ) '
*I ga%eui‘::tio’.’ézoiﬂ 1;{“6.’3.213. 2,4,5,7,12, 17. 12, 13, wherc this word is fouud.

MISUNDERSTANDING.

VHE word denotes a ‘‘ miss »> or failure in un@erstar(xidinlg, (Iiou;
i ignify i from this, and cloude
it has comne to signify inferences , @ 1
relationships thereby. Such is the fruit of the self llfle, tI}:S Lae(ik
of harmony wih God. Let the history of words humble a e P
each loving hearted believer. If I mlsulnde:lstand_wtha;rz;:n;uiui",3
i “‘inclined”’ to inter
and then misunderstand you, 1 am “'inc ine ¢ e
actiokns and words in the light (or ,ctl'fn:kr:i:isne ‘2’ :rfd ’gxllesn
fai i i to ‘‘ im ,
Thus failure leads to failure. It is easy |
to connect things wrongly, and utl)\lrent lént‘t)m:}glgc ,o’f mrr;;tlfvezsl
i an others
and even to speak of them as possible, -  fe
iti i ¢ on ”’ instead of lovingly
hey are realities, and unwisely * pass on f }
:'epZOVing' me. Thus the fire spreads and instead of 1lovu()jg umtz/),t
rinning re 1s fricti ith discord and a ro
as at the beginning, there 1s trlum.n, vy! dis ' e
of bitterness, and John 13. 34, 35' is entirely reversed. O
it may not be so in our experience!
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“Mine Hyes Have Seen Thy Salvation.”
O could Simeon say (Luke 2. 30), and we read ** All flesh shail

sece the Salvation of God 7 (Luke 3. 6).  Why not ** the
Saviour 7 We call to mind that our Lord Jesus not only made
** the way " but He is the Way and the Truth and the Life
(John 14. 0), not only did He ** make peace,” but *“ He is our
Peace *’ (Eph. 2. 14, 15). The words are intentional, inspired,
perfect. When we do anything we may strive earnestly, but
our whole being does not enter into it so fully as it might. And
thus it is with ** attributes.”  Every believer may, (and should),
show godly wisdom and righteousness and holiness . ... But all
is relative: with God all is absoluate. The attribute-is not only
possessed by Him: He is Light. And thus the Lord Jesus not
only wrought obedience but perfectly loved in the obeying and all
His knowledge and wisdom and affections were ““concentrated.”
There was no omission.  How much this mcans! Thus we have
an absolute salvation, and are not only attracted to His precious
work, but to Himself,

The tendency of mien is so casily in the ether direction.  That
is to say, many make faith “ mental,” and others have an Gver-
stress on the sentimental.  Perfect balance and harmonizing must
ever be emphasized, and here we see our falling short, and how
He never fails. In like manncr, all are not only looking for the
Coming of Christ but for Himself coming, since He Himself
enters into all His activities with a fulness that awakens and
deepens that faith and peace and joy and praise of His redeemed.

Yes, there is nothing relative or incomplete in Him, but all
attributes and activities are inscparable from His perfection !
How diiterent is the critic’s view of Christ! Praise God we are
worshippers, not critics.

i

e

" To pronounce it clean, or to pronounce it unclean’’: ** to
teach when it is unclean and when it is clean.”

(Lev. 13. 59, 14. 57).

TWO conditions are mentioned and the distinction was deeply

important, alfccting all relationship to God and men. We call

to mind the words, " That ye may put difference between holy

and unholy and between unclean and clean (Lev. 10. 10), and

then the solemn declaration, * They have put no difference

between the holy and profanc, neither have they showed between
the unclean and the clean  (Ezck. 22. 26).

The spiritual parallel speaks to you and me today (2 Cor. 6.
14-18). Do we discern? Do we know what is unclean before
God?  Or do we excuse sin?  Are we, though a royal priest-
hood, ignorant as to whal leprosy is? Are we lacking in
discernment (Phil. 1. 10 margin) ? Is there unrealized contagion,
without holy alertness to detect?  Are we linked with the world
and unmindluk of the contamination (Jas. 4. 4)7 Is it possible
that we, as believers, approve, and urge some things our Lord
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has disapproved, calliing some things holy, which are not holy?
Has our eyesight become less keen (2 Pet. 1. 8), and our know-
ledge of God’s will gone back (Hceb. 5. 12)2 Are there things
we once knew but do not know now? 1 so, we fail to guide
others aright. Instead ol our lips keeping knowledge, we cause
others to stumble (Mal. 2. 7, 8). How deeply important it 1s
not to have our ewil opinions, and varying standards, each doing
what is right in bis own eyes (Jud. 21, 25), but that we may so
abide in the Lord’s presence and will, that sensitiveness 1s, as
with a healthy palate, and a keen car, diagnosing that which
is God’s will and that which is not; yes, the holy sensitivencss
of 1 John 2. 27 is needed w-day. s it ours in the Holy Spirit?

" Ye see with how large letters I have written
unto you with mine own hand.”
Galatians 0. 11, literally.
I have never been abie to understand objections questioning
this tender allusion to the apostie’s sirain ol cyesight. It is, I
think, confirmed by ch. 4. 15, * Ye would have plucked out your
own eyes, and have given them to me.”” What wo'ulgl hszc bdfen
the advantage of such an action, if his nced and infirmity were
not in the cyes? And observe the context there mentions
*infirmity in the flesh ” (verse 13). And ‘' with mine own
hand,”’ corroborates. Usually Paul seems (o have dlctatcd. to
an amanuensis (Rom. 16. 22). This of itsell is suggestive.
The normal *‘ token’’ was his personal signature (2 Thess. 3.
17).  How fitting that he should show his yearning of love
toward the Galatians by personally writing (Gal. 4. 19) with the
big characters which hecould see! . 4
It is somewhat remarkable, too, that Jacob’s beholding of
the Lord affected his thigh at the time, and gave a ‘‘ reminder
afterwards. May not Paul’s blindness and the * scz%les: ” (Act's
9. 8, 18) have been remembered the more throqgh his infirmity?
The word ‘* thorn,”” moreover, in 2 Corinthians 12. 7, may
suggest the Hebrew expression ** thorns in your eyes 7 (Jos. 23.
13). 1l we realize the harmony of all Scriptures, and the fitting-
ness of all hints, how refreshingly we behold more of the
devotedness of God’s servant. What encouragement too there
is for believers who have weak eyesight now, and other trials.
The Lord can heal, or give grace sufficient (2 Cor. 12. 9) to
be, to do much for Him, amid all the strain. Let us trust Him
more {ully!

Let us never misuse one grace against another, else we rob
both. Importunity in prayer is not to be ruled out because we
rightly leave all in God’s will.  Our confidence in Him, and
resting in His wisdom, will not make us less intense, for our
Lord Himsell has appointed and encouraged a midnight impor-
tunity that prevails.
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Recorded Words of John the Baptist.
N’OTLCE the clear view of the Person, Work and Glory of the

Lord jJesus — a deep sense of sin and judgment — a true
and affectionate humility. _

““ Repent ye: for wne kingdom of heaven is at hand.’’

** Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths
straight.”

O gencration of vipers, who hath warned vou to flee from
the wrath to comer bBring forth theretore fruits meet for re-
pentance, and think not to say within yourselves, We have
Abraham to our father: for 1 say uinto you, that God is able of
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. And now also
the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into
the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but
He That cometh after me is mightier than I, Whose shoes I am
not worthy to bear; He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire; Whose fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly
purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the garner ; but He
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’’

‘“I have need to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to
me?”’

‘“ Art Thou He 'That should come, or do we look for another?”’

“ It is not lawful for thee to have her.”’

“ There cometh One Mightier than I after me, the latchet
of Whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose: I
have baptized you with water: but e shall baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”

“ He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath
none; and he that hath meat, let him do ‘likewise.’’

““ Exact no more than that which is appointed you.”’

“ Do violence to no man, neither accuse falsely; and be
content with your rations.”’

** This was He of Whom I spake, He That cometh after me
is preferred before me: for He was before me.’’

““T am not the Christ ’ (Art thou Elias?), “1 am not.”
(Art thou that prophet?), ““ No.”

“ T am the voice of one crving in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord.”’

“I baptize with water: but there standeth One among you,
Whom ye know not.”

“ Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of
the world: This is He of Whom I said, After me cometh a Man
Which is preferred before me: for He was hefore me. And I
knew Him not; but that He should be manifest to Israel, there-
fore am I come baptizing with water.” :

“ I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and
It abode upon Him. And I knew Him not: but He That sent
me to baptize with water, the Same said unto me, Upon Whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the
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Same is He Which baptizeth with the Holv Ghost.  And 1 saw
and bare record that This is the Son of God.”

‘“ Behold the Lamb of God.”

2\ man can receive nothing cxcept it be given him from
heaven.  Ye vourself bear me witness that 1 said, 1 am not the
Christ, but that i am sent before Him. He That hath the
bride is the Bridegrooni: but the friend of the Bridegroom, which
standeth and heareth Him, rejoiceth greatly because of the Bride-
groom’s voice: this my joy is {ulfilled.  He must increase, but
I must decrease. He That cometh from above is above all:
he that is of the carth is corthly, and speaketh of the carth: He
That cometh from heaven is above all, and what He hath seen
and heard, that He testificth, and no man receiveth His testi-
mony. He that hath received His testimony hath set to his
seal that God is true. For He Whom Gad hath sent speaketh
the words of Ged: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure.
The Tather loveth the Son, a hath given all things into His
hand.  Hec that belicveth on the Son hatly everlasting life: and
he that believeth not the Sen shall not see life; but the wrath of
God abideth upon Him.’*

*The Holy Spirit has not indicated if the testimony of John the
Baptist ends earlier, followed by the evangelist’s witness, or not. Hence
we are not able to decide.

‘e

An Qutside Law, or Inward.

THE law outside, and the person under it, not spontaneously

wishing the same, must manifest the ruin of man. .Self=
will is seen, and the commands are a repression,—that is all.
The positive *“ Thou shalt love ' is only fulfilled when the law
and my will arc united. Hence “ the law worketh wrath
(Rom. 4. 15), and to be of the law is to be *‘ under the curse
Ga. 3. 13), because of the person’s lack of harmony. !h(? fault
is 1ot in law but in him. Law in its very nature, cannot justify -
anything but justice, nor give lic to 1he dead (Gal. 3. 21) nor
overlook, but onlv condemn sin.

I think of a motor broken down: it only goes when we
push or drag it: there is no real response.  And then I'sce the
eflect of a dynamic within: there is ai once the manifestation
ol its owner’s wiil.

\When the law is written on the hearts (Jer. 31. 33), there is
no longer repression but expression. The will of God becomf;s
my will (John 7. 17). That is an enjoved salvation, that is
sanctificaticn, that is the glory of heaven (Matt. 6. 10). My
mind goes back tc a conversaiion with a rabbi whom 1 of?en
visited in Poland. When I asked him once concerning Jeremiah
31 and ““ the new covenant,”” to impress Christ, an.d Christ’s
worle upon him, he answered to this effect (= 1 will tell you
what it is: now the law is one thing, and the heart is another
but a time will come when the two will be one, united.” I
could but reply, Dear rabbi, that time has already come for
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those who are in Messiah.  Glory be to God!

NVhat does this mean, dear reader, 1o vou and me personallv,
today? Is the Lord so loved, and is the indwelling of the
H‘(ﬂy Spirit thus realized, and is the new life so fully characteristic
of us, that we delight in the will of the IFather ('Note the Lord
Jesus in Ps. j4o. 6-8), and rejoice in true harmony with Him?
The test and measure of holiness can only be understood along
the path of glad conformity with ““that good, and acceptable
will of God ™ (Rom. 12. 2). In Christ there was absoluteness,
to us there should be constant growth,

WORSHIP.

Worship is not a ritual act,
Or outward form of speech;

For all is vain while ¢ life 7’ is lacked.
And ne’er to God can reach.

Worship is in the Spirit still,
With all-adoring praise:

Tt honours God, and loves His will,
Admiring all His ways.

Worship is when the heart can feel
The presence of the Lord;

Within as well the saint would kneel.
When God is thus ::lored.

Such worshippers God deigns to seek,
In Spirit and in truth:

Their heart to Him can humbly speak,
Their life has changeless youth.

Belie\ff*rs are not credulous: they have a real foundation for
their faith: it is remarkable that those who criticize children of
God  (though they cannot deny the possibility of revelation
l):;'(‘;.msc they themselves lack universal l(nO\{'l<<1qe) are %(;
\‘Vl”lﬂg,t(). be credulous as to haseless theories of ('.(\'nlu‘t.i(m ar}(l
fantastic imagination for the “ why 7’ and “ how  of diff,erent
members o the  body. Why these attempts to exclide a
Designer?  The same thing we see in all pantheism and poly-
theism and pleasure loving—the excluding of a  Personal
.Gfl(]. Why?  Self would oust Him: and evil powers are \;7<')1-l<-
ing in self for themselves.

God does not leave us in a negative: He brought Tsrael out to
bring them in: we are buried in baptism to be raised: separation
from evil is never the goal, but we are led to holy fellwship
with the Lord and those who seek to do His will.
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“ That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.”
Ephesians 3. 17.

A Word of Introduction.

EVERY blessing is associated with a personal God, and a

personal relationship to Him. This removes both pride
and fear. The apostle’s prayers show his heart, and what he
himself experienced, for his desire for OTHERS was first his own
joy. The privilege of a saint is a consciousness of the Lord’s
indwelling (Gal. 2. 20, cf, John 14. 23)  Faith is beyond reason-
ing, and human reasoning unreasonably limits faith. Spiritual
blessings can no more be explained naturally than cubes defined
by two dimensions. The measure of our blessing is always joined
to (@) a@ consciousness of Christ, (b) the heart, (c) faith. With
a desire that the Spirit of God may use every page thus this
magazine goes forth, commended to the prayer of praying saints
(2 Cor, 1. 11),

va

CONTENTS. Page
Will there be a ¢¢ Partial Rapture’’ ? . 76
¢ Which God ordained before the ages unto Our Glcry *’ 79

| Meditations on Leviticus 23.

ON opening this chapter we see the extraordinary and glorious

preparation for it. All the last four verses of ch. 22 emphasize
“I am the Lord,” and then the thought throughout the passage,
is ““ The feast of the Lord,”’" “ a passover to the Lord,’” ‘‘ before
the Lord,” ¢ unto the Lord,” ‘‘ My feasts.”” O that we may
exalt Him.

Inasmuch as nothing in nature is essential in itself, but God’s
appointment, even to the mode of fruit bearing for cereals and
trees, and the season, we behold a striking threefold manifesta-
tion of God’s sovereignty and glory. (a) Nature, and (b) the
Scripture given hundreds of years ago, and (c) the outworking
in history -in the passover death of the Lord Jesus, and His
resurrection,—the very day of the Firstfruits (1 Cor. 15. 23)—
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of us, that we delight in the will of the Father (Note the Lord
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harmonize perfectly in arrangement, detail, and order. showi
;haxogl':jere is One {\uthor of all three, and that the Sc’riptu‘x)fveni%
2 vond ;—o.us revelation ﬁrorp God. Each confirms and elucidates
Moreover, we cannot but be impressed wit ivi
Rlanned structure, in dates, numbers, ng;)d design\ ofhthziis Ic)lia‘llglzlry
The Lord spake unto Moses ’ comes five times, and the ﬁrsé
:fmd last sections balance, each containing God’s arrangements
or a week, and a special day. The centre day of Isrgel’s year
(IStFC:_f t7hth month) isf,‘1 moreover, in the central section.
rthermore, we find the seventh da seve
seven sevens (16), the seventh month )r,n(ggt),emphlz]is?zae}(,is gfz);,
27, 34), and its seven days (34), leading on to the seventh yea;
(013.125: 4'), and seven sevens (ch. 25. 8), culminating in the
fiftieth jubile year (25. 10), even as Pentecost is the jubile day
(23. 16)‘.‘ We may remember, too, the seventy sevens of Daniel
9: 24. Seven ’’ suggests peace after a complete work, and
F‘qu s C)i?le fqr Israel shows His completeness, and His g‘ift of
thge:;‘?ehOI (Mic. s. 5 H’ag. 2. 9).- Nor can we overlook that
! y convocation >’ days in the year are marked in
Leviticus 23 as seven?—Two in Passover, then Pentecost, the
Day of the Blowing of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and
t\.)vo‘related to Tabernacles,— one of the latter being als’o an
elghth- day, beyond the dwelling in tents or tabernacles
balancing the day after the sabbath seen TWICE in the first
half of I'sraelfs year, and suggesting the climax of eight, and
resurrection blessing . continually in, and through, our "Lord
Jesus. This stress on the first day is unique, and needs to be
brought to the notice of any misguided by seventh dayism.
. The parallels and contrasts are evident. In the first half of
the year we have small cereals, which in ripening become golden,
being scorched and detached from the earth: in the latter half
we have large and goodly trees, which in fruit bearing have
nothing of this scorching or detachment, but rather the beautiful
green of earth, and a deeper rooting. The first half suggests a
pilgrim people, and is associated with the first day, and its holy
convocations are never called ‘‘ sabbaths.”” The second half
lqt‘ill():ates a”natnon at rest on the earth (Israel) freed from alarm
}(101 ooths ),.and has an emphasis on ‘‘ sabbaths,”” with the
y convocations expressly called by this name. Thus we have
two dispensations—the present and millennial—as we shall
(ri);'esently see more fully, and meanwhile we note that the *‘first’”
Dys are dependent on Passover, without a month date, and the
ay of Atonem‘ent and Tabernacles are associated with Pass-
g:le; fr'omh the ‘¢ moon_" reckoning, the two seven day feasts
be P&);;sat t, e full ‘moon in God's wisdom. The building up of all
. Os;)\é}: t:emmds us of the four.:datiopal aspect of the precious
gL C ?)St a}?d of the way in which the kingdom of God
o ay are before us in Luke 22. 16, and then the
and the Lord’s supper in the present dispensation, with the
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same starting point, in verses (a) 19 and (b) 2o0. Plainly the New
Testament illustrates the Old, and we begin to see the twofold
fulfilment of prophecy, and the completeness of the work of the
Lord Jedus is ever our joy (John 11. 52), and the two fulnesses of
Romans 11. 25, 26 (with 12). ‘‘ Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable Gift.”’ (z Cor. g. 15).

This leads us on to ‘notice the fact that this chapter is a
prophecy: we are told that our beloved Lord was raised ‘‘ the
third day according to the Scriptures ’* (1 Cor. 15. 4). To what
does this refer? Must not Leviticus 23 be included, the clearest
passage? And the literal translation of Acts 2. 1 is ‘‘in the
fulfilling (or rather “‘being fulfilled’’) of the Day of Pentecost.”
The Holy Spirit has much to ‘ signify '’ or ‘‘ make clear ’’ by
types (Heb. 9. 8). May we have ears to hear! We observe that
the sabbath stands alone, and Leviticus 23. 4 begins the annual
appointments, though in the same section of ‘‘ the Lord spake
unto Moses.”” Does it not remind us that He Who is our Pass-
over (1 Cor. 5. 7) was the Perfect One Who alone fulfilled the
law (Lev. 18. 5. No ‘“if ” in Hebrew)?

Do we not see Christ’s personal life whereas all others are
sinners? He kept the Father’s will and fittingly died the after=
noon of the sixth day (Ex. 20. g) and was entitled to the sabbath
rest. Then we behold Him as our Passover, as the One able to

' take our place, our death, our judgment. It is by Him that the

year, and cycle, of blessing is brought to His redeemed. How
dependent we are on Himself. Verily, Passover is the founda-
tion in Leviticus 23. The blood of the Lord Jesus is the only
ground of hope. We were, by nature, part of an Egyptian and
condemned world. But we are brought out. And His death was
followed by His resurrection. It was impossible that He should
be *“ holden '’ (Acts 2. 24). He must be raised (Matt. 16. 21,
Acts 17. 3). Hence the sheaf, or ‘“‘omer’’ (cf. the same measure
of the Hidden Manna, Ex. 16. 32), could not be presented before
passover. But the day after the sabbath it is seen as ready. And
the *‘ waving »* (Lev. 23. 11) denotes exaltation, and did He not
speak of ascending the same day (John z0. 17)? ‘So exactly is
everything fulfilled. And it is in this connection the words “ to
be accepted for you,’’ or, preferably, ‘‘ for your acceptance,”’
are deeply important. ‘‘ For you’ might suggest substitution:
but this has been seen in the Passover. Then we have God’s
good pleasure in His welcomed people viewed in their risen
Lord. Is it not wonderful? Aopropriately at of..2 we find the
mention of a ‘‘ sweet savour © or ‘‘ savour of rest.”” God is
satisfied with His redeemed,—beheld in Christ. And the mention
of sacrifices, (only in connection with the ‘““Omer’’ and Pentecost
in this chapter), seems designed to bring out a striking differ-
ence. There is no sin offering here (although emphasized in
verse 19, after the loaves of leavened bread). Our beloved Lord
is seen in the Sheaf (John 12. 24), and He is the Sinless One,
and, (we repeat), the acceptance of His own is in Him. In Him
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they are one, and perfected for ever (Heb. 1

we be grateful enough for such loving(kindnes(s).? It\)r.ld }t{l:)e‘:/l Ctzlllg

words of verse 14 remind us that all our ample provision is

becausg God t;wi Father is satisfied with the Lord Jesus. We

z?;lt ea!&fgndsn;)e]mce before Him. God’s enjoyment must ever be

thus‘ , isethroﬁzf};osts' the Shewbread, is before Him first. And
(/t the Lord will, to be continued.)

r W{ll _there be a “Partial Rapture’?
l‘HI:RIL Wlll_ be a rapture,—the rapture. ‘‘ We which are alive
~ and remain shall be caught up together with tnem (the dead
in ’(,hnst raised) in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ”’
(x Ijhess. 4. 17?. This does not suggest a privilege beforehand
tor some. l'he ** we’’ indicates the unity of the saints through-
i(:;::tn thed gj}x)spens?tion, however long. How could Paul hgve
ified himself with these i i ‘
somevg;eculiarly it onee Se? if there were an earlier hope for
Vhy do believers speak of a previous firstfruits?
all saints a kind of firstfruits of Hig creat:res S(tj;L:.tsx. 1123’6 ::(i
dqes not the Pentecost type (Acts 2. 1) associate thé pri\;ile e
with the whole church now, receiving the new covenant blessings
of Hebrews 8. 10-13 before Israel are brought into them? lt%s
not, 'however, pride that brings some to expect an earlie;' stage
of being caught up. Some of the lowliest saints have felt a draw-
Ing toward this. Yet where is real Scriptural evidence? It
\l/sl/gilild st;]gn; Bo th(zi writer to make a rupture of an appéinted
v whick depends i e
Chris; 2lone (Ipcor' It;{)(;nl’sgzt):felgn grace and on the work of
. Posttion in an assembly, and in the kingdom, m
1s, rightly linked with obedience, but the ﬁt'gst re,surr?;ti‘(})% 223
the rapture are not divided by the Holy Spirit. Those left in
}‘)a‘mel 12. 2 are left for * shame and everlasting contempt.”*
They that are .Christ’s at His coming »* (1 Cor. 15. 23) wo'uld
suggest no division. We would affectionately urge that Enoch
caught up hundreds of years before the flood, is not said by the
clgr(;liyn Splt’\l}:ﬁ/ to typify a severance of the saints at Christ’s
t)ﬂpes’gf(.io “}eemx:te;zd to beware lest wc? assume un-appointed
. Two main arguments advanced are in Luke 21
Philippians 3. 11. But the first verse contrasts shint356 vsi[;ﬁ
earthdwellers (verse 35), comparable with those of Revelation
3- 19, 6. 10, 8 13, II. 10, etc. By gracious warning the Lord
still draws His own to His will, as Matthew 5. 26, 29 shows
Thosg on whom the Day comes ‘‘ unawares,’’ or "*¢ ;15 a thief ”
are viewed as united with hypocrites (Matt. 24. 50, 51)§ a;ld
are distinguished from children of God (1 Thess. . :; 5). And
the apostle’s desire in Philippians 3. 11 gives a deep iI;Sig}-lt into
his humxlnty,. and affords Scriptural witness against trusting to
past confession of Christ and past experiences. * That I %nay
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win Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteous-
ness”’ (verses 8, g) could be easily misunderstood to suggest the
loss of salvation, but all is actually in accord with the principle
that assurance and joy are never divorced from the PRESENT
walk with God. Compare too, “if that 1 may apprehend’’ (12),—
yet complete the verse, ‘‘ If by any means * denotes willingness
to lose all rather than the joy of salvatioh: the same intensity
is seen in the same word in Rom. 1., 10 (assurance in I15. 24),
and 11. 14. Acts 27. 12 (the only other occurrence) strikingly
contrasts human failure. We are not to cease praying because
God has promised (Ezek. 36. 37), but the reverse. Nor are we
to cease striving against evil because God is bringing many
sons to glory (Heb. 2. 10). He, Who designs the ends, appoints
the means (1 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 4. 18, Acts 27. 24 with 31). The
unready ones of Matthew 25 are not only addressed with the
words ‘I know you not ”’ (12 see 2 Tim. 2. 19), but are said
by the Lord Jesus to have no oil ‘ with themselves,”’ even as
the cast out branch of John 15 is not said to become fruitless,
but to be all the time without fruit; and the one continuing in
sin (1 John 3. 6) is shown never to have known the Lord. If
we have a new life we shall hate sin for the Lord’s sake. It is
blessed to be withheld from ‘drawing back unto perdition (Heb.
10. 39 with Luke 22. 32, Heb. 7. 25), but we would not draw
back at all for we seek God’s pleasure (Heb. 10. 38). The
practical nature and present searching character of the truth is
ever illustrated:—‘“Are there few that be saved ™— Strive.”’
““ When shall these things be? ”’—* Take heed.” O that we
may learn this, in the leading of the Holy Spirit along the path
““into all the truth”’ (John 16. 13). ‘

- *May not the same aspect be implied by the context of Matthew 24. 40,

41, which, (despite the thought of many), we would associate with our

Lord’s coming for us (verse 42)? .

§The faithful servant of verse 45 is viewed as continuing (46) : * that
evil servant’’ is distinguished. The word * that” can emphasize judg-
ment (Matt. 26. 24) and its repetition gives the two classes {(cf. ¢ these,”
“these ’’ in Dan. 12. 2). -

Is such a life God’s will for His own? Is it possible? There
cannot be any doubt as to this. God is willing to make all grace
abound. Our sufficiency is in Him. Did not Paul himself
illustrate this? Is not his God our God and Father also? Is not
this the testimony needed? Let children of God have spiritual
discernment, let them honour the Lord in their daily walk, let
them never be irritable, nor complain, let their joy and praise
be constant,—and the world will see that there is more than a
religion in Christ, more than a theory, more than a profession.
This is what is needed. This is the testimony which glorifies
God in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Pray, pray, pray with
such desires, such expectations for God’s own work to day.
Organization will never take the place of the Holy Spirit’s in-
working. ’
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“His Wheat.” “The Chaff.”

Matthew 3. 12.

ALL truth is precious, and heart-searching. The name for the

Lord’s redeemed here encourages us. They are likened to
acceptable food and, moreover, the fact that His own have life
through His death, and are like to Him, becomes our realized
joy, for is He not the Corn of Wheat (John 12. 24)? And the
Divine possession (‘‘ His wheat *) is seen throughout (cf. Matt,
13. 30 with 37 and 41). Nor shall the least grain fall to the
ground (a striking picture as to Israel’s elect in Amos 9. 9, con-
trast 10). ‘

The contrast between wheat and chaff is clear (cf. Jer. 23
28) ; and chaff is often linked with a driving away (Ps. 1. 4, 3s.
5, Isa. 17. 13, 29. 5, Dan. 2. 35, Hos. 13. 3). Thus the
two thoughts for the unsaved are (a) separation from God and
(b). fire; and these are combined in 2 Thessalonians 1. 8, 9.

How blessed is the privilege of those gathered into His
garner—for Himself. He will not lose them : He will bring them
all into precious oneness. He does not have separate garners.
All saints will be together in glory.

But the nearness of wheat and chaff now, during our time in
this world, is also heart-searching. Unconverted ones may be in
the meetings, and hear the word of God, and yet never be saved.
They may be in the same family physically, and thus often at the
same table. How important it is to know if we are really born
from above, or not.

Nor can we forget another message. All * types * are in-
complete, and have contrasts, yet we cannot but feel that since
we have the flesh, as well as that which is born of the Spirit,
there is in us individually that which will be driven away. But
(a contrast with nature) we may experience God’s fire of refining

.and cleansing now, as Isaiah 6 sets forth. The “ dross *’ with
precious metal illustrates parabolically how blessedly God ‘¢ shall
sit as a Refiner and Purifier of silver ”” (Mal. 3. 3), and is He
not lovingly willing thus to deal with His redeemed ones NOW ?
He is, and Acts 2 further shows this gracious operation. O that
we may wish His work in ourselves and spiritually harmonize
with it (2 Cor. 7. 1). '

The English language lends itself to use of words beginning
with RE’s e.g., we have Regeneration, Repentance, Remission of
Sins wondrously brought together in faith’s experience. And is
it not helpful to notice the link between Recognition of the
Truth, its Realization, and the Receptiveness, Readiness and
Responsiveness which characterize the healthy Christian life?

We often let the fire get hold and then try to put it out;
we need grace for viotory at the beginning of sin. Let us not
be willing for thoughts that lead to evil words, but judge the
first sprouting of the evil tree in the Name of, and with the
victory of, the Lord Jesus, Who has bought us.
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‘“ Which God ordained before the ages unto Our Glory ":
Had they known, they would not have crucified ** THE
LORD of THE GLORY ”

1 Corinthians 2. 7, 8.
It was the Lord of Glory
Who died for sinners lost:
How wondrous is the story,
How precious was the cost!
None other wrought redemption,
Nor helped the work to do:
Complete is the exemption,—
And is He known to you?

Then joy in endless glory,

E’en now to faith unveiled:
And tell the welcome story,

Of one Who ne’er has failed!
Redemption! ’'Tis for ever,
For aye removed the curse,
And none shall change or sever,
Who can God’s will reverse?

Let love and praise be flowing,

A living, holy stream, )

As more the saints are knowing

Their Lord Who would redeem:

“ Much fruit ” we would be bearing,
Himself to glorify;

Soon, soon, His glory sharing,—
His coming is so nigh.  ~

CAN WE TRUST ONE ANOTHER®

EN cannot trust men: the solemnity of oaths tries to make
up for this but in vain. Nations do not trust nations:
how can the aggregate be better than its constltgents? Em-
ployers and employees, normally, lack confidence in each other.
What about children of God? Could we trust others freely and
fully with our inward feelings? Would we wish them to know
all? Or would there be fear of misunderstanding, talkativeness,
and even scandal? Love is the reverse of all these: but our
love is not yet what it should be, though, thanks be to God,
there is some love, and much love among saints. But without
looking at the dark side of things, we may plead for heart(;
searching and more love, more worthiness of confidence, an
more true homely * confidingness,”” on our own part and that
ed brethren. )
of ougur?:}?:re is One Whom we can safely trust, One in Whom
we can completely confide. Though He already knows all,HHe
lovingly welcomes us to let our requests be made known to Him
(Phil. 4. 6). Let us take Him at His word; we shall never
recrret the intimacy, the reverent intimacy, to which He invites.
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A STRONG CHARACTER.

OFTEN our mental summing up of one another lacks spiritual

balance, and the love of God. O for grace to think and
speak aright. Let us realize that temperaments are often two-
fold, and complex, and with strange variations and opposites.
But some of us may have normally a more determined character
than others among us. What then?  There is no room for
boasting. But there are peculiar dangers calling for special
prayer. The one who is very definite is inclined to act pre-
maturely, to assert himself, or herself, to exercise an -undue
control and even to despise others. The enemy is ever on the
watch to tempt. O that we may know and judge ourselves,
and be victorious, in the enabling of the Holy Spirit.

The absence of strength of character may obviate certain
temptations, but we would not desire to be weak on this account.
God’s servant Paul was very determined, and the Lord still uses
fixity and purpose of heart. The important thing is to realize
our limitations, and the peril of our strong points, and the
enemy’s hidden attractions on the very line of our obedience.
This is frequently his method. We more quickly detect a tempta-
tion against the path of our activity to please God. Hence Satan
in subtilty would lead us to do what is right in a wrong way,
or with a wrong impetuosity—before the time, or in a manner
that compels and coerces others. We may be deceived to think
that our zeal for the Lord is being manifested, whereas there is
a veiled self-emphasis. We need grace to discern at all times
through a closer walk with God.

A truly strong character should be strong against self. Only
thus can there be fulness of blessing. It is noteworthy that those
of a determined nature often make a very sad mistake in the midst
of much devotedness. And the effect is the more serious, because
their strength of will means that the train is’ going at full speed
when the collision takes place. ~ Moreover, their usual spiritual
leadership (and the Lord appoints leading and rule Heb. 13. 7,
17, 24), gives them influence and the confidence of other saints
who wish to please the Lord. How important that the strong
character should be quiet and yielded to the Lord. We never
have enough wisdom to decide wisely for ourselves, nor enough
power to act aright ourselves. We need the Lord always.

“ God does not want your education,” was the objection
of one who knew little. But neither does He want our ignorance.
He desires us wholly as willing ones for His will—and whether
we have education or ignorance it will be a hindrance, unless it is
yielded with all we have (or have not) for His gracious cleansing,
moulding and using as He pleases.

[
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“Ye are My friends, if ‘e do whatsoever I command you.”
John 15 14,

A Word of Introduction.

[S it possible 7 Does the Lord Jesus say such words? He is
so glorious. And yet! O the amazing condescension of
grace to save—by dying. And the CONTINUED amaszing condescen-
ston to His redeemed. He delights to have His own with Him,
delights to hezr their voice, delights to guide and encourage them,
delights to be their All in all every day. He is not changed, nor
1s He changeable In view of His matchless love are thecse pages
sent forth. They are not only mental and grammatical ‘‘ studies.”
The child of God needs food, the servants of the Lord need His
guidance. We desire to be His means of passing on what we have
recetved from Him, as the disciples the five loaves. We have
nothing of our own to set before you, but we look for grace 1o
recetve His gift of as much as we need and not only ine loan of
three loaves. O that out of His fulness all may minister to the
filling of His beloved ones, and their full response of praise.

. CONTENTS. Page
Man’s Object and GOD’S PURPOSE ... 84
The Sioner Spoils Everything —except Pure Grace ... 87

Meditations on Leviticus 23.
{Cdncluded.)

Accordingly there is at once the counting, to reach Pente-
cost, the number 50 (the breadth of the Tabernacle Court), and
so many numbers in the Tabergacle, suggesting *‘five ”’ :—
God’s law fulfilled, and grace reigning, and His gracious use
of little things (cf. the five barley loaves, and the five stones,
and the five words). Seven sabbaths are complete:—‘‘ peace ”’
is emphasized. Then the day after the sabbath must be the first
of the week. Jewish and other commentators have obscured
this by wrongly asserting that the sabbath of verse 11 was the
* holy convocation ”’ of verse 7, which is never thus called.
The weekly sabbath rather is before us, and then the day after
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this, with its witness against Seventh Dayism, and its positive
cmphasis on resurrection ground in Christ for the present dispen=
sation. It is, indeed, remarkable that the two lacts which so
fully characterize our privileges now (the Resurrection and the
Coming of the Holy Spirit), both occurred on the first day. The
times and seasons are in Divine authority. God is never before
the time, and never late.

Seven sabbaths are complete, and the Jubile Day follows.
It tells of a *“ new meal offering,”” of ¢ your habitations >’ and
the number ‘‘ two.”” Here is the key. ¢ If two of you shall
agree >’ (Matt. 18. 19). ‘‘ Ye shall be My witnesses >’ (Acts
1. 8):—two is the number of fellowship and of witness (John
8. 17). ’

Now we. see why the Holy Spirit came on the Lord Jesus
as a Dove, and on His own as Tongues of Fire. He had nothing
to be burnt, but they had, and have, the need as Isaiah (ch. 6).
Leaven can be restrained by fire. In our unity with Christ there
is perfectness in His perfection, but in our fellowship and witness
how we need this corrective ministry of the Holy Spirit. Yet
how graciously we read in this connection also of a savour of
rest (verse 18), and of the exaltation, just as with the sheaf
(verses 11 and z0), for we are made to sit together with Christ.

No further feast occurs in the cereal half of the new year.
The care for the poor and the stranger reminds us that this is

a pilgrim dispensation, and that there will be needs, and that the -

response to these should be love and thoughtfulness.

Next we reach the central section, and the central day. It
is marked by the blowing of trumpets. We cannot but recollect
Matthew 24. 31, 1 Corinthians 15. 51, 52, 1 Thessalonians 4. 16.
Have we not here the Hope of the Church, and the bringing in
of a new dispensation? From this point in the chapter we have
no cereals with their light attachment to earth, and no scorching
(of persecution), but the trees. And ‘ sabbaths ”’ also arc
emphasized. The Lord has purchased the field (the earth, Matt.
13. 44), and He will change all. The ‘‘ tenth day ’* is the Day
of Atonement *’ in the same month, Exodus 12. 3 comes to mind,
and possibly Exodus 24. 16 with 19. 16, nor can we forget God’s
teaching by *‘ ten > throughout (Féllowship). Those who were
prepared for this dispensation had ten days of waiting (Acts 1.
3, 2. 1). So have we not the preparation of Israel typically, and
their repentance (humbling of soul), and their realization of
Christ’s atonement in Leviticas 23. 27 (cf. Zech. 12. 10 and
Isa. 53)? Tt is not that He offers Himself again. The sacrificial
appointments of Leviticus 16 are not here detailed. Here is the
application of His finished work. Passover is the way out from
death unto life. Atonement is the way in: and acceptance and
glory are before us. The destruction from the people of any who
remain unhumbled would speak of Jeremiah 0. 20 and
Zephaniah 3. 12. It is only thus that the joy of the antitypical
feast of Tabernacles can be reached (Isa. 61. 3, 4), and it shall
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be reached. And this is the typical appointment linked with the
millennial day (Zech. 14. 16, 17), and the only one that awaits
fulfilment. Thus we behold the perfection of God’s plan, and
the accuracy of His words, written so long before the outwork-

o, ]
e How wondrously Passover speaks of Christ’s ‘death, the
Sheaf of His resurrection, Pentecost ol the coming of the Holy
Spirit in fire, the Trumpets of the coming again of our Lord, thc}
Day of Humiliation of Israel’s repentance, and Tabcrnacle§ ot
His kingdom on the restored earth. E\'e:rythmg is in the flg}'xt
order, everything is foreseen. But is this not ‘exaf:lly what we
should expect? The inspiration of Holy tSconure, let it b‘e
emphasized, is unmistakable. And how ~br1g1}t 1s’the pr-ospeuE'
for all redeemed by the precious blood of Christ. _rh'e glory 91
the fruit and the trees of majesty, (as the word indicates}, .1r.1
verses 39-40 must awaken our praise. The Lord Jesus shi.lll see
of the travail of His soul, Jerusalem shall be a praise in the
G “ He must reign.”’ _ )
e“’th/ire Wee surprised gﬂt the climax ‘“ Ye shall rejoice before thg
Lord vour God seven days,”” after the sorrow o‘f but a few dz}ys
earlier? It is all before Him. The meek shall increase their joy
in the Lord, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.
With the joy that He Himself has caused we expect .and ‘;}}r}:tlc‘l—
pate the blessedness, and our hearts would earnestly pray, ven
so, come, Lord Jesus.”

COLOSSIANS 1. 9-12.

How important that we too should plead for these blessings
on behalf of ourselves and one another. And _how precious are
the explanatory words.  Not only understz}ndmg, but spiritual
understanding, not only walking, but V\_ralkn,]g worthily of.thc
Lord not only strength but ‘‘all might,” ‘;‘md a _glorious
“ according to,”” as elsewhere. And the word ' all 7’ is before
us five times. Joy and thanksgiving are the climax.

“ Filled with the knowledge of His will.”
“1In all wisdom.” o

*“ That ye might walk.”’

“ Growing.”’

¢ Strengthened.” )

“ All patience and long suffering.”

‘¢ Joyfulness.”

“ Giving thanks.”

Uncertainty and unreliability spoil everything. If my waitch
runs accurately for a thousand seconds _or sometimes fifty
thousand, and then stops, can I depend on it? May it -not stop
just at the time that would hinder my getting up or catching a
train? How unsatisfactory is an unreliable believer: how blessed
it is to have an absolutely dependable Saviour.
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Hoﬁaafls Object, and GOD'S PURPOSE.’
Success_z;gnthg:]ef ’ls‘leekb after position, riches, reputation,
reﬁnquish < i ie body decays, death comes, they must
y lif:V”thirsl c::]}zj ‘01216 lls born from above his whole outlook on
perionced ,Sanct‘ﬁs O}ld pe, changed, and the measure of ex-
B Gos ) {oi(‘:autlofl 1s‘gla.d.harmony even in little things
e person;ﬁllj nr{lq.nt for Hls redeemed unitedly and our-
i~ reaa 5 Thix A nld what is ‘that? In the OIld Testament
e for’th e sr;iu)p; lmye [ formed for Mysclf: they shall
e Scripturéspi;m& ‘ ‘(llsa. 13- ‘21), and the message of the
H Deript rd | 1} same, bQL' whom He did foreknow,
Son Hcp re):]i;?lttlng(t‘ct;: b}?' ut)lr)nom]cd to the image of His
might be the Firstborn among many brethren
l(;{e();gm& 2'9(;, t? ‘tfxe praise of the glory of His gr};cc, wherein
he b\ II‘I\}IA € us (_mueipled i the Beloved ”? (Eph. 1. 6). ““They
;11;;ke uep l\i;e,je;leti]. tifili()rd'u“f Hosts, in that Day whep 1
1a els; ang will spare them as & An spare
?Il;,s:;vnreson that serveth him [()Mal. 3. 1171)8. iél(]n;?l)a\rl:“‘t‘tzl\]
chosen ;Svt\l}filratlon - . . that ye should shew forth the praises
n o hath called you out of darkness i His ma
vellous light ”” (1 Peter 2. g). o s mar
m;ldji;i?]iv;ve thlay ponder again the oft-read words, “ Having
mads plcagureun }q us the mystery of His will, according to the
‘disi)engali{) Of\vt;;ch‘Hc hath purposed in Himself: that in the
. Om; qllnthi. : e.iulness‘ of times He might gather together
o ar(e . 113; .m‘ Chr'xsl, ‘bmh which are in heaven, and
inhe,ritancc befl‘rﬁ‘l, in Hu'n‘ in Whom also we were made an
e VVho‘ ‘\v(xerllr;gthp;elld?:f(li“mled ftaccmt';ling to the purpose of
tm ngs after the counsel of His ow
:\;]Lilstp:]hal; V\ée] s'hto}l,ld be to the praise of His glory, who ﬁu\slz
Gusted L ;(rjlsb (Eph. I 9-12). And again, ‘“ That the
parmkér; ?UH' e fcl.low.helrs,_ and of the saime bodv, and
sea,;;‘h;,bl]eorich is pfrommp in Christ by the gospel . . . fhe un-
sl e niel eos‘ 0d Clqust'. - . according to the eternal purpose
Mot Gpo‘d,]i 55’)n1(rller%]111lrlitb:]estus ()/{13 Lord > (Eph. 3. 6-11).
_ God's won bject.  Adarh was created in the
i)nfqa;gheeoflrf;?::i)]l;ut(‘slgned: our Beloved Lord, Who is the Imz::;:,
. PH ;2 ° x[(;' (Col. I. 15) becam~ in the likeness of
y renewc‘d. in. km,) VIMdt ‘\‘VC: might put on ““the new man which
i o ) wle gcl AFtc;r the image of im That creafed
o ‘rcne\.,vg(.i 10), n(?me y this new creation of us, as believers,
(Eph oo m\garhly now (2 Cor. 3. 18) and to learn Christ
. th:e I:Ieave‘n]ano;“ en.’fo be transfigured, and bear the image
o e e 1}5’, 493.\v1th a glorified body in that Day (Phil.

.

We can talk of truth wi ing i
without feeling it, and sa 11 k
words on our knees without praying the%n. sy well Known
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The Land of the Lord.

« 'HE house of Israel shall possess them in the land of the

Lord > (Isa. 14. 2). Thus runs the sure word of prophecy.
We turn back to Leviticus 235. 23, ““The land is Mine,”’ and other
verses come to mind, ** 1 will break the Assyrian in My land, and
upon My mountains tread him underfoot.” ‘¢ Because they have
defiled My land.” * 1 have spoken . . . against all ldumea,
which have appointed My land into their possession.””  (Isa. 14.
25, Jer. 18. 16, Ezek. 36. 5). VYes, the “ land which the Lord
thy God careth for’’ (Deut. ir. 12) has never been changed,
and it shall yet be *f Beulah,”” and ** delightsome » (Isa. 62. 4,
Mal. 3. 12). God's purpose does not change (Isa. 46. 1o, 13),
and His gifts and calling are witho1t variation of mind (Rom.
11. 29). Here is the foundation for faith, joy, prayer and praise.
The fact that we have a heavenly calling now, and arce strangers
not make us lose sight of the promise
that Abraham shall possess the land where he sojourned, on
resurrection ground, and ¢ the meck shall inherit the carth,”
and, above all, our adorable Lord, cast out and rejected at
Jerusalem, shall reign there pefore 1lis ancients gloriously, and
possess ‘¢ the field ”’ that He purchased (Matt. 13 44). Here is
the only key to the world’s confused problem. Until Jerusalem
has its appointed King (Ps. 2. 6) and is “‘a praise in the earth”’
(Isa. 62. 6, 7) it must be a “ cup of trembling ”* and ** a burden-
some stone ' (Zech. 12. 2, 3). The land belongs neither to
Arab nor to Jew, in unbelief, but to the Lord. When the scattered
nation turns to the Lord, ** the land of the Lord” will become
their own land (Isa. 14 1, 2) and “many nations shall be joined
to the Lord in that day . . . and the Lord shall inherit Judah
His portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again ”’
(Zech. 2. 11, 12). All else must prove a failure, leading to the
revealed crisis of man standing up against ‘¢ the Prince of
princes ”’ (Dan. 8. 23), but He, * the King of kings and Lord
of lords,” shall conquer (Rev. 17. 14). ‘‘ Even so, come, Lord

iR

and pilgrims here does

Jesus.

[ IF iRl

F 1 had no trials, I should trust far less. Even difficult weather

leads to more determination: painful circumstances encourage
more prayer: opposition awakens Christian love. Everything can
be sanctified. We little know what is best for us, our Father
knows. A world without pain would be far harsher and more
unsympathetic. Often pain softens the sufferer and onlooker
alike. In days of mechanization everything would soon become
merely metallic, and all life would have a machinery of factory-
like routine. ¢ Children,” (taking up much time in their long
helplessness), and  suffering *’ are alike used by God to put
A4 brake on the world’s mad rush to climax and suicide. And in
this time of God’s longsuffering He saves souls. The world
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chafes at problems, but it would be a worse pandemonium other-
wise. If 1 could have self’s own way, I should become the bond-
man of my cravings  The closed door is a mercy, even as an
illness may be a red light, to keep a lost soul from a fatal
collision. Do not put up with problems, nor be resigned to
difficulties, but rejoice, and give thanks in everything.

If all my hasty “ prayers >’ were answered as I think, there
would be a granted request, but leanness of soul (Ps. 106. 15).
The seeming delay and refusal, are to teach me how to pray, and
to realize communion must precede true prayer, that [ may know

the will of God, and my will may be encircled in His, That is
spiritual victory,

- Fear and Worry.

HOW great a share these have in the lives of many to-day.

Fear rules more than we realize. ‘“The fear of man bringeth a
snare ’ (Prov. zg9. 25), and the results are countless. * What
will so-and-so say?”—¢ What will that man, or that nation,
do? "—* We must take risks, but prepare for eventualities.”’
The standpoint of the natural heart is fear more predominantly
than love, and a man expects something against him rather than
love toward him, and this is often through a realization of one’s
own selfcentredness. A pation is not occupied with the thought
that another nation is planning a surprise of love for it, and
wondering how gratitude can best be manifested !

The human heart is steeped in suspicion, and this is natural
il any know not One in Whom to trust with childlike confidence.
But we have One Whose love, and wisdom, and knowledge are
infinite, ‘‘ therefore will not we fear.”” The blessedness of faith
is real: the blessedness of relationship to our Father, that makes
faith a living experience, is beyond expression,

Worry is incompatible with confidence in God (Phil. 4. 6,
7). It is an evidence of distrust. It says, (in language of
attitude more forcible than all actual words) ‘‘ There is a defeat
somewhere: all is not in the control of One Whose love and
tenderness are complete, Whose foreknowledge and providence
are entwined with every attribute of discernment and power, 1o
arrange all perfectly.” In other words, worry is distrust and
denial of our Father, the putting of self’s fear before His promise,
and a murmuring against Him. O that we may ever -realize
the blessed contrast with the baffled and rufied world which }s
the birthright and portion of God’s children, and which should
affect our standpoint and our actions, yea, our nerves and our
faces (‘‘ Health ”’ is ‘“salvation,”” Ps. 42. 11, 43. 5), that God
in all things may be glorified by the simple and constant trust
of His believing people (Rom 8. 28, with Ps. 27. 1

, Isa. 12.
2, 26. 3, 4). )
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The Sinner Spoils Everything—
except Pure Grace.

“ MHROUGH one man sin entered into the. world, and defnth

by sin’’ (Rom. 5. 12). Hence the creation has been m'd‘de
subject to vanity, and the earth does not yet yield her increase,
but has thorns and thistles, and weeds and wilderness. .

““The law is holy, and the commandment holy, and ]u?l,
and good ” (Rom. 7. 12), but the law ‘“ was wealf througfh t e
flesh ”” (Rom. 8. 3), and ‘“ the law made npthmg perfec
(Heb. 7. 19). It demanded, rightly, something tron; man,
and man failed. Hence the ‘‘ weakness and unproﬁ,t,ab‘(e‘nc;ss
(Heb. 7. 18), and ‘ the weak z?nd poor elemen‘t‘s‘ (;a.iat
9). The fault is not in law, but in man. Every Lompotun(,t
everything that combines man’s action with a holy appointment,

ak down. o

mUSt\/\tf);Z:kisdtl:Z only hope? Is it not that which is ‘ll‘ldegen(}fntl
of man’s ‘‘ goodness,”’ being dependent only on (x()df. : ‘dn’(’
such is the pure grace of ‘' the gospel of the grace of Go -
He tarrieth not for man, but, having loved us x{vhen‘ chie w,rt
dead, He quickened us, though we were deserving ju gSmtlzé\a.
How blessed is pure grace. There can be no mlxt_ux;ies. a id(;
tion is all of grace. Glory be to God. Our fears 1am tﬁur gfner
are buried together. The very gospel that humb ?Sht g Zne“
lifts him up as a saint. Grace reigns through righte u.Ca;,,,
and enables holiness to the praise of the glory of His g]ra N\}Ve

We cannot be tog thankful. We cannot be too .l(LW y. e
cannot be too devoted. We ourselves are bought wit a‘pq:]nd;
the precious blood of Christ. The eternal covenant re:lmHi;
us of God’s love and thought of us from eterrmty.‘, an o e:1
love is the same to-day, and will be for ever. Herg is .211 ff ;I}{)iq
which cannot be spoiled. Christ shall see of the travai s
soul. Yes, Grace reigns (Rom. 5. 21).

If a child of God testifies at a Tr.ibunal tha.t he can O}r;::r
recognize one absolute authority, let him also_lovmglfy reme;n :
that the same principle applies in every detail of life,—ev »(;11- ?0
home. The first danger is self. We do n(g belglng Itioo?;ergpirit’g

. ist—True. ut the :
land, we say, but to Christ . v
gr%: en;phasis 1};’, “ Ye are not your own.”’ T};e most oppressive
conscription is that of SELF,—myself, your sefh. ) e
i know, faith has no proof,

“ You only believe, you do not ) f ,
sav the men of };he worl(i. But the Holy Spirit hé’lf answerehd g;lsvh
J'Jstakve% in advance. °° Faith is the substance not a ?‘ad ; ;
?I?e ‘ e;'idelmce » or proof,’’—the very word. Praise God fo
such definiteness and realities. o .

Spirituality is Christlikeness : unspirituality is world-likeness,
and the expression of the “ 1 life.
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What is Mentioned and Emi)hasized in the Burnt Offering
(Lev. 1).

1. An offering ‘‘ unto the Lord” (the word chosen suggests

a nearness, and this is seen again by the repetition
of ‘“ bring,” from the same rbat). :

“A male without blemish.”

“ For his acceptance > (‘‘ of his own voluntary will "'« may

be thus helpfully rendered)

Atonement is included.

The head, inwards, fat, and legs are all before us, telling

of the glory, perfection and walk of the Lord Jesus.

Killing, and the blood are prominent.

The altar is the foundation.

The wood is in order.

9. The fire of approval is present., (The word 4s ‘“ hurn as
incense *’ and then observe “ a savour of rest )

1o. All is for the Lord (cf. ‘“a whole burnt offering ' as one
of the names). )

How wondrous the view of the completeness and acceptability
of our Lord and His work, and our acceptance in Him. And lct
us remember that ‘‘the burnt offering ”” (EVERYTHING for
the Lord is FIRST in Leviticus. This is the Divinely right
standpoint. May it be ours in heart, in meeting, in more medita-
tion on Him, in daily life—always (Matt. 6. 33)

[N
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“We are His Workmanship .”
Ephesians 2. 10.
Yes, God hath made us—His creation,
‘“ Not of ourselves ’’ is our salvation:
What love and praise should be o’erflowing,
His life and light at all times showing.

“ We are His poem ”—all-harmonious,

No sound of discord, all euphonious :

The life, one whole, should tell His glory,—
Of grace, not write, but be, the story.
This is His purpose! We united,

.Would with His wishes be delighted :
Christ is our Life,—all we are giving

Is through Himself within us living.

[

The quality of our work is no proof of the quality of service
unto the Lord. His will is decisive: men’s approval is wvain.
The Holy $p1r1.t nevet leads to fleshly activity, though He is
equally against fleshly sloth.
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““That they all may be one John 17. 21.

A Word of Introduction.

['l' is our privilege to vejoice in the lord, His work and His

words. He is Perfect, His work is complete and His words
are absolute truth. His ‘“ will 7 wmust stand; His prayers were
heard always. The glovious fulness of unity sHALL be, but its
loving anticipation sHOULD be. The laiter is our responsibility in
devoledness to Him, and with this object, and His glory therein,
these pages go forth. Just as veligion fails among the unsaved
so merely mental knowledge is vain among those who are truly
born again. We need to “ feel *’ more, and to show the fruit of
a living love to our Lord, and a deep longing for His interests to
be ours. John 17 shows what will bring Him joy. O that we
mavy never be slack to seek this ! The more concern there is for
true unity among those who are one in Christ, and for the 1:em0'zml
of barriers through error, tradition, cavelessness, pride, mtsund'efj-
standing and friction—in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit
—the more we shall be like Christ, and delight His heart.

ECCLESIASTES.
‘N[ANY of us have made mistakes by careless reading of Holy
Scripture. How needful is prayerful meditation, and atten-

“tion to every word. The Holy Spirit has given us all that we

have received with a definite purpose (z Tim. 3. 16).' The
inspiration is perfect. Some one may ask, “What about histori-
cal facts and genealogies that existed apart fron? any revela-
tion?”” and (b) ¢ The record of the words of Satan, and of
the wishes and reasonings of evil men?’’ The Scriptural answer
is simple: God perfectly appointed (a) What should be included
and what omitted, (b) The mode and word}ng‘ of.th(; record.
Hence, though all is not revelation,”” all is 1nspx‘ra.t10r_1,.and
that verbal. The stress by the Lord Jesus, and. by individual
writers, on single words, and every ' jot and Flttlel,’ demon-
strates this. And the fact that the most searching illustration
chows vet the more the perfect consistency confirms this testi-
monv. Nor could we depend on a variable book,
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We approach - little read book.
ted titles :—
(a) ““The Words of the Preacher (or
an assembly ), and
(b) “ Vanity of Vanities.”
— The first links with Proverbs, and there are many similari-
ties; the second reminds of * the Song of Songs,”’ but is an
absolute antithesis. This is surely intentional, After the title-
verse, with its fivefold vanity, contrasted with its five ‘“ bless-
cdnesses ” of Genesis 1z. 2, 3 and the five * alls ' of grace in
2 Corinthians 9. 8, and the five negatives of preserving love in
Hebrews 13. 5, the book begins with a yuestion, and near the
end of the first section is another, ‘“Is there anything whereof
It may be said, See this is new?’’ This makes clear the stand.
point,——an enquiry. And observe some initial key words :—
‘‘ Profit.” ’
“A man.”
‘“ Labour.”
*Under the sun.”
The repetition of the last expression 2g times, and of “ profii
FO times {sometimes rendered ‘¢ excellency ), the recurrence of
““ labour(ed) > in 26 places, and the 49 references to ““ a man '
must intensify this thought. The first question is not answered
directly. The round of nature and the treadmill of history are
brought before us, and the summing up has a threefold * not.”
““ Man cannot utter : the eye is not satisfied with seeing nor
the ear filled with hearing,”” and ““ There is no new thing under
tha sun.””  Well may the next section add * That which is
crooked cannot be made straight ”’ (verse 15). But hark, there
Is a sound! ““The voice of him that crieth, In the wilderness
prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough places made plain ”’ (Isa. 40. 3

It has (wo l)ivinciy indica=

““One calling

4). And yet again, ‘* Wherefore do ve spend . . . your labod;
on that which satisfieth not? . . . . Indline your ear and come
unto Me . . . behold I have given Him (Isa. 55. 3, 4). So

the ear and eye are satisfied with One Who says ‘‘ Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and T will give vou
rest 7’ (Matt. 11. 28, ““ Blessed with all spiritual bl(‘.SKSings— in
heavenly places in Christ”” (Eph. 1. 3), not ‘“under the sun."
And the ‘“newness’’ is here, by the blood of the new covenant
for *“if any man is in Christ. there is a new creation ** (2 Cor.
5. 17). Here is the only resting place. And ¢ He shall see of
the labour of His soul, and shall be satisfied (Isa. 53. 11) is a
Divinely appointed allusion. So the hook is to record the failure
of man in his labour, and his enquiry, and his knowledge, and
the need for revelation, yea, the need for Him in Whom there is

ILife and Light, the Greater than Solomon, our blessed Lord
Jesus,
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The second section confirms the interpretation regarding
the purport and purpose of this book to which the prayerful
reader is heing led. The opening words are clear: *‘ I gave my
heart to seek and sedrch out by wisdom.” Here is the
ENQUIRY of a man (' given to the sons of men ). And what
is the scope?—'* Concerning all things that are done under
heaven.” In verse 16 we read “ 1 communed with mine own
heart ” and (17) “1 gave my heart,”” and in 2. 1, 3 1 said

in mine hear,” ‘I sought in mine heart.” Here is the in-
vestigation,—** till I might see what was that good for the sons

of mer, which they should do uuder heaven.” Everything is
limited, and confined. How blessed the contrast of a heavenly
revelation. Man ever fails: God’s grace never fails, The book
malkes an appointed background for the glory of Christ, and our
privileges in Him.*

As soon as ‘this is realized we shall understand why it is
thet :— ’

(1) We find in Ecclesiastes many questions, without

answers.

(2) We have many culs-de-sac. The investigation is
recorded, and then its Incoaipleteness and unsatisfy-
ing result put honestly hefore us.

(3) We sense a feeling of disappointment and limitation
and failure.

(4) We discover two contrary currents—the philosophical
and the practical—with varied contradictions implied.

(5) We lack the definiteness of revelation, and a ‘‘ Thus
saith the Lord.”

(6) We notice wording which does NOT harmonize with
that which God has unveiled elsewhere.

(7) The attempt of some to build eschatological theories
on this treatise condemns itself. The book is NOT a
revelation of God, but an inspired record of human
thinking. The ‘‘thinking  is set forth in Divinely
chosen words, accurately chosen (verbal inspiration),
but the ¢ thinking >’ is full of man’s inaccuracy, in-
completeness and failure. God leads us by His perfect
record of man’s imperfection to see the need for the
opposite wherever He has revealed this. Sometimes,
even as bodily faculties act rightly in measure, the
inference of the investigator is fruth (e.g. 1. 18,4.
13, 7. g), but it is never dependable, and it is never
a standard or plumb line. We are shut up to God’s
revelation.

As soon as this is grasped, all, or nearly all, passages
become fmuch clearer. In 2. 1 we have one pathway sought
in life’s maze, and it proves a blind alley. There is no
“ thoroughfare ”’ till we come to Christ. Each river ends in a
bog. Mirth does not salisfy, indulgence cannot meet the need

* A concordance to Eccle-iastes by itself or at least of the words coming
ofter., would indicate the nature of the bock most definitely.
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{2. 3). In 2. 4 there is another attempt, described at great
length.  The repeated old English ** me signifying  ** for
myself *’ is repeated again and again, five times in verses 4-6,
and ** my,” six times in verse r0. Self-enjoyment of earth’s
joys unhindered is seen to disappoint. The man wiio says, ‘‘ 1
only I had more money, and could do, and buy, whatczer ]
would, how happy 1 should be,” does not know the emptiness.
“ 1 looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and
on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was
vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the
sun " (2. 11). This looks back to the first guestion (1. 3) and
the words added to ‘‘vanity”’ (“‘vexation of spirit”’) are impor-
tant (1). They occur seven times (1. 14, 2. 11, 17, 26, 4. 4, 6, 6.
9). Other translations have been suggested: ““ a striving after
wind ”” (R.V.), ““a feeding on wind (R.V.M.), and the Holy
Spirit’s language includes all this.

How different is the blessedness when we have the work of
Giod’s Holy Spirit! ““That which is born of the Spirit is spirit”’
(John 3. 6) and our gracious God and Father * satisfieth the
longing soul ana fincdh the hungry soul with goodness”’ (Ps.
107. 9), and brings us to Himself (Ex. 1g. 4, Ps. 16. 11, 36. Q).

The references to ““ wisdom ™ are important :—* To search
out by wisdom,” ““ More wisdom,”” *‘ Much experience of wis-
dom,” *‘yet acquainting my heart with wisdom,” * my wisdom
remained with me,”” ‘1 turned myself to behold wisdom »’ (r-
13, 16, 17, 18, 2. 3, 9. 12). The word comes 28 times altogether.
Hence we have penetrating investigation by one peculiarly fitted
for this, and vet he comes short. ‘Hence the book is not the
rambling of an ordinary man, it is deeply considered wisdom.,
and this accounts for the many profound and valuable state-
ments, (e.g. 2. 13), but there is no uniformity, no criterion.
Man fails at his best. The book is not ordinary *“ pessimism,”’
nor are its aims at optimism merely casual: it is an attempt to
reconcile the pursued and never-attained ideal with the actual,
and shows a continual incongruity. We are shut up to
revelation if we are to know aright,—we are shut out from all
else to bring us to the Lord Jesus Christ and His salvation, if
our *“ days *'* arc no longer to be “ vain life »* (6. 12, 9. g).

* Note 2. 3, 23, 5. 17, 1§, 20, 6. 3, 12, 7. 1%, 8 15, 0. 9, 11, 9. The word
1s used 23 times.
({f the Lord will, to be continued.)

N\ sudden fuse, and the clectricity fails. A sudden stroke,
and a man is helpless, or it may be a sudden fit, or attack of
lumbago or neuritis. It may be apoplexv with imimediate death.
How important to realize these facts and to be prepared! Some
times pain is God’s gracious danger signal, or the attack is
moderated and modified. It only causes a weakening without an
incapacitating. Yet God has His message in all, and we need
grace to hear His voice and to see what He is teaching us.
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‘** They were calling him Zacharias.”

* He shail be called John ) .

“ There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.
Luke 1. 39-61.

“ TMHEY were cailing *': this has a dcep spiritual message.

Many are ready to decide for us, and to lead along Lheillﬂt’,
of human traditions. But if we have the word and (}od: if we
have the touchstone of Holy Scripture, and the gractous leud}ng
of the Holy Spirit, we must say, *‘ No.” Thcr.c was nothing
wrong in itself, in the name * Zacharias,” yet it was not the
Lord’s appointment. That is sufficient. How definite we Shoulhd
be to keep to all His will. The parents were‘oi' One~mmd7—thls
is deeply important. They would net be talked out of obedience.
The chosen name (meaning ‘* grace of the Lord ”) was given,
and illustrated through a life of devotedness, which contrasts
another Nazarite from birth, namely with Samson. How one
longs for a consistent testimony throughout. .

" None of thy kindred ” Such an argument is natur.a]_ It
is pargllel with the plea for usual arrangements and “trziigin‘ons.”
“ Do not be peculiar, do not go out of the usual rut’’—is the
thought. But.the will of God is decisive, and there must be
no compromise. Let us observe specially that the danger of
giving way to relatives is specially founq (a) w1t1? regard to
the home, and (b) at special seasons — birth, marriage, .death.
How graciouslv has God granted us a hint and warning of
spiritual helpfulness in this simple narrative.

Toning Down.
AVE we realized that the words ‘‘easily’’ in 1 Corinthians 13.
5, and “‘soon’ in Titus 1.7 are rather human comments than
a translation? The Holy Spirit has only e'mplo,\'qd one Word—,—,
“Love is not provoked” :(—‘‘not easily provoked’ is a ‘‘natural
limitation, and may easily excuse sin. ‘‘ Not angry’ wo_uld .bc
preferable to ‘‘ not soon angry,”’ for the latteI: almostv implies
that it is permissible to l0se one’s temper sometimes. No! The
Holy Spirit enables spiritually and calls to victory within as \yell
as without. ls not this our expectation as well as our desire?
We find the same NATURAL tendency to overlook failure
in the emphasis with which some still reacj Romans 1,2. 18,
“As much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” But
the true emphasis is that the lack of ‘ peace’ must always
be on the other side, not ‘“in you,”” never on your part. O for
grace to claim God’s strength to live to His glory in daily life
and in all our relationships even with the froward. .
Cf. Matthew 5. 22, ¢ Without a cause’’ was very possibly
a human marginal note, copied in later MSS,

The only place of a light strong cnough to see _whaf, is
wrong is God’s presence. ‘‘In Thy light shall we see light,
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Words Concerning John the Baptist.
:: One crying in the wilderness.”
. A prophet? Yea, I say unto you and more than a prophet.
For this is he of whom it is written, Behold I send My messenger

before Thy face, which shall prepare Thy way before Thee. "

Verily I say unto you, among them that.are born of women there
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.”’

o He bare witness unto the Truth. He was a burning and a
s.hmmg lamp, and yc were willing for a season to
light.”’

“To Him the porter openeth.”’
" John did no miracle, but all things that john spake of
This Man were true.”
Matthew 3. 3, 11. 9-11, 2I. 32, Jobn 5. 33, 35, 0. 3, 41.
Observe the full-orbed view of Christ, His Deity and glory
and His sacrificial death, His bringing in of the new dispensa-
tion and baptising saints into one body, His possession of the
brldct,'and His coming in judgment. Notice, {00, the consmsient
humility of John, and a holy hatred of sin, and the definite
moral standard against all the forms of iniquty in home, business
and ‘* religious ”’ life. . ) h
Matthew 3. 2, 3 (sce Luke 3. 4-6), 7-12, 14, 11. 3,
14.4, Mark 1. 7, 8 (Luke 3. 16, 17, John 1. 27), Luke 3. 11, 13
14, John 1. 15, 20, 21, 23, 26, 29-36, 3. 27-36. C

rejoce 1n his

‘“OUR FATHER."

Our Father, how can we proclaim

The glory of this chosen Name?

** Children of wrath” Thy childrén now
Our hearts with reverent love would bow.
We call Thee ** Father," and declare
The family blessings which we share,
Access is ours, and Thou dost own

Each cbhild, as knowing Thee, and known.
The plenty of the home is free,
Unchangeable Thy love we -see,

Our brcthren "’ are to us made ncar,
And all Thy will to us 'made dear.

Grace reigns beyond all natural thought,
And by Thysell our hearts are taught,
That love may lead to joy and peace,
Never grow less, and never cease.

Godliness is not limited to any day or arrangement: the
ordinary things become holy to the saint: the actiors concerning
that which is material become spiritual : everything ‘s sanctified by
the word of God and prayer. How wondrous is this change of

all things when we are changed (2 Cor. 3. 17\,
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The Reality of the New Creation.

F any one is in Christ, therc is a new creation,”” and ‘* he is
a new creaturc.”” Thanks be unto God, for these realities.
A shadow is not created, a mere dream is not created, and that
which is created cannot be a mere shadow or dream.

Moreover, man is able to ‘“ make,”” but only God can create.
The work is His, and we rejoice. The world and the flesh and
the devil neither contribute te it, nor can they prevent it. The
next thought is that such a glorious change calls for a glorious
change in the life. The spiritual power of a life born of the Holy
Spirit (John 3. 6) should be felt and seen. It is so wonderful to
be a child of God. We have become so accustomed to theories
and profession, to religion and ruts, to the conception of Christian
lands, and Christian names, whereas God reveals a miracle-life
for His own (Gal. 2. 20). A believer is not deveioped or improved
from the natural Adamic-life. There is no evolution, there is that
which is quite new. We would emphasize the word * creation,”
we would lay stress on the word ““ new.”” And'the ‘“ Newness
of spirit and life, to swhich the Holv Spirit refers (Rom. 6. 4, 7. 6).
remains: the new creation never becomes old, nor stale and
worn out. - Thanks he unto God, for His unspeakable Gift of His
heloved Son, and the fruit in our life raised up with Him (Col 3.7).

%

HARSHNESS.

RUTH without love is a real and constant peril. If it were not

so, why has the Holy Spirit, through the apostles, emphasized

the importance of the truth in love, and love in truth (Eph. 4. 13,
2 John 1. 3)?

The enemy ever tempts on the line of our strong points, and
even our obedience——seeking to cause an excess, a disproportion,
and exaggeration. This, in turn, provokes the opposite in a
different temperament, and both seem unable to see their own
failure, and may cven add to it, in earnestness to enforce that
which appears to them so wrongly omitted by the other. There
is thus a fTurther lack of perception, with a measure of zeal, but
not according to knowledge. Harsh words against error, and a
tendency to criticize too much, may hinder the very unity that not
a few honestly desire. These things cause, moreover a reaction,
“If that is your spirituality, I do not want it.”’ And the occupa-
tion of the mind with that which is criticizable and criticized,
produces an unconscious severity, and almost moroseness of spirit,
a lack of balance and a failure to rejoice in the Lord. And harsh
words are easier to those we love than to strangers. It is natural,
through love to our dear ones, to be pained, and then quickly
impatient, if such fail. And it is common to speak more unguard-
edlv to those whom we often see. But as to all these things
there should be the Lord’s * victory *” in all our lives.
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CHRIST AND HIS BRIDE FORESHADOWED
IN GENESIS 2. 21-24.

Wondrous, indeed, are the typical descriptions of the
relations of Adam and his wife. We notice :—

(a) ** The Lord God took (21), cf. *‘‘I took vour father

Abraham.”

) ‘* Built He a. woman ' (22, marg.).

c) ‘“ He brought her’’ (caused to come, 22).

d) ‘“Taken out of man’ (23).

) ““A man shall cleave unto (or “in’’) his wife (24);
note his cleaving, the binding love is Christ’s (con-
trast 1 Kings 11. 2). But O that we may cleave,

(f) ““ Become one’’ (24).

Nor must we overlook ‘“ an' help "’— meet for him (‘‘as
before him,” 18 margin). So we rejoice we have been taken,
and are being built up, and shall be presented, and enjoy glorious
oneness. O that our hearts, cleaving in response, may ever
please Him. Our life is from Him, and our name (23, marg.).
Let us not be unmindful of that which is pictured by the *‘ deep
sleep ” (21). He died for us. All our blessings are by His
precious blood, on resurrection ground. Qur all is of Him, and
is His. Let it be rendered to Him with the joy of “the Holy
Spirit Who delights to glorify Him,

All Scripture is united, and the references of one book te
another are manifold. For example, the commencement of John
refers strikingly to Genesis. The follcwing words will illustrate :
God, Beginning, Life, Light, Were Made (Became) Darkness,
a Man, The Spirit of God, Calling, Fig Tree. And many other
thoughts are suggestive, e.g. the contrast between *‘created ”’
and ‘“was’’ in the first verse; the reference to ‘‘ dominion”’
(lost), and ‘‘ the King’’; ‘‘ the third day’’ in Jobn 2. 1, and
fruit, as in Genesis 1; a marriage; in each case a week is marked
out: nor can we forget the coats of skin and the Lamb of God.
How different the brothers in John 1. 41 from those in Genesis 4.
How full and how precious and how searching is Holy Scripture.

When we realize how much time, money and strength we
might have lost through permitted trying circumstances, how
grateful we shall be to God for all, 1 might have lost by fire,
by bombs, by invasion, by unforeseen accident in train, ’bus
or street, by illness, by robbery, by losing something precious
bv a sudden mental lapse,, by responsibilities for others in all
such conditions. If God has preserved me from all these, it is
not a matter of course, but a call to gratitude, and how definite
is the call to render correspondingly to Him Who has granted
me the retaining of that which 1 can render.
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