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“ The Lord will not forsake His people for His great Name's
sake : because it hath pleased the Lord to make you His people.”
1 Sanmel 12, 22,

A Word of Introduction.

THE lovingkindnesses of our God enable us to speak yet further

of what He IS, and what He DOES. To help His dear
people along the path of obedience is an object of this Magazine,
all included in one object of glorifying HIS Name! The words
of 1 Peter 4. 11 are always applicable, ** That God in ALL things
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” We cannot praise Him
too much : our fullest and highest praise is very small contrasted
with His exaltation,

That He may deign to use each page, and bless readers
unitedly, and cause an awakening of love, i the power of the
Holy Spirit, must ever be the fervent, brayerful wish of His re-
deemed people.
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Thoughts that Help on Psalm 119.*

WE have not exhausted this precious mine. Happy indeed,

are we if we can use the last word with its other English
meaning also and cleim God’s message as our own. 1 have
been impressed by the delightful emphasis on God’s testimonies,
brecepts, and so forth. Only about three verses are without
such a word (90, 122, 84 * judgment,” in a somewhat different
sense). Remarkably we find the beauty of God's * commands,”

*If readers have not seen " Some Underlying Thoughts in the Long-
est Psalm,” * Using Psalm 119 to the Glory of God,"” etc., they are
welcome to copies.
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“ promises " are not so frequently before us, though they like-
wise were dear to the psalmist (49): but his witness is specially
important in view of the common tendency to exalt love against
law. The believer, in a law to Christ, should rejoice in His
commandments. They are only irksome to lawlessness. Is
it not so? ‘

The repeated * Thy ¥ is precious: we rarely read, of ** judg-
ments,” usually of ¢ 7%p judgments " and so forth: God and
His words arc united verse 12 illustrates very clearly).  And
most of the different descriptions come almost the same number
of times: Law 25 Testimonies 23, Precepts 2%, Statutes 21,
Commandments 22, Judgments 21. The two Ilebrew terms
translated “ word ™ occur 24 and 19 times respectively: fhe
latter may be rendered * xaying."i :

In any single scction we find at least six of these special
words, usually seven or eight, never more. In only a few
cases does the translation obscure this, e.g., ** Thine ordinances ™
(judgments, 91), and " As Thou usest to o (according to
a judgment, 132).

' have been struck by the large proportion of sections
beginning with “ word*v—eleven (half the whole): another
begins 'with “ saying,” immediately followed by “ word,” and
in five of the eleven ‘ saying:¥ is in the second verse. There is
no s/miélar use of other terms, though six sections contain
“ Testimonies " in thc last verse, and * Precepts ' and “ Stat-
utes "' alike claim five. The most evident structurc seems to
meet us in “ Tzaddi" and ¢ Koph,” where the second to
fourth verses in each have the same order, Testimonjes,
Word(s}, Saying, (138-140, 146-148), and the sixth to eighth,
Law; Commandments, Testimonies, (142-144, 150-152}. We
notice both “ Word " ‘and “ Words,” but it is inferesting to
see that “ Law” is singular, and ‘the other terms, except
“ Judgment,” plural. Thus are we encouraged both to value
each message from God, and also to see how the different parts
of His truth combine to make one whole in which our hearts
rejoice.

The same word is unusual in adjoining verses, albeit we
have “word” in 16 and 17, ° commandments’ in 47, 48,
“ precepts, ”’ dn @3, 94, anrd “ statutes™ in 117, 118. It is
refreshing to remember that we have only gathered a little
of the fruit § and that the prayerful desire after the experience
set forth is a privilege in the daily life of those who would
walk with God.

1 It is observable that, with five exceptions, the Holy Spirit alternates
these terms in a section, e.g., 41, saying, 42, word; 49, word, 50,
saying; 57, words, 58, saying.

§ We shall always welcome helpful points on this psalm, and to know
of believers who have learnt it by heart, or are seeking so to do.
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The Parables of Matthew 13,

Continued.

In the brief compass of about thirty words we have the
treasure, the hiding, the man, the field, the further hiding, the
joy, the going away, the selling, the buying, The TWO words
already explained in verses 36-43 have been rightly used to
be the key, and everything else is fitting. The life, death,
resurrection, and coming day of the Lord Jesus Christ are all
unveiled, and we behold also something of His gracious and
wondrous character. We see His joy in His people, and were
not His delights with the sons of men (Prov. 8. 31)? Is not
His joy often before us in Scripture, and frequently with a
reference to His loved ones? * The oil of gladness above Thy
FELLOWS ™ (Ps. 45. T). “In that hour Jesus REJOICED
in spirit, and said, I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that Thou hast .. . revealed them unto BABES"”
(Luke 11. 21), “ Well done, good and faithful SERVANT...".
enter thou into the 'JOY of thy Lord " (Matt.25.21). And,
His joy was ever in the Father's will (Ps. 16.8,9, 40.8)« The
two-fold thought is found in Isaiah 64. 5: He was the One
rejoicing and working righteousness; but at once we have the
plural, even (ke ones remembering God in His ways, because
they are accepted in the Righteous One Whose obedience is
imputed to them as ‘‘the righteousness of God.” And His
exceeding joy in the fruit of His work is seen both in Jude
24, and Song 3. 11 where we have the day of the gladness of
His heart. A Greater than Jacob toiled, and wearied not of
His work, because of the love He had to His bride. Com-
mandments are not grievous when therc is love {1 John 5. 3.
There was no forced labour in the obedience unto death of our
glorious Saviour. We adore Himi. His joy was a joy in the
poor, guilty sinners He came to redeem—a joy in the elect of
God—and nothing could change His purpose of heart. He went
away-—the very word used for His death and resurrection in
John 8. 21 22: 13, 36, stc.—and =old alil that e had, In His
Incarnation He, Who was rich, for our sakes became poor, but,
as Philippians 2 indicates. He yet further humbled Himself.
He SOLD all that He had. We think of the way in which
He was stripped of all. even Ilis garments taken by the Roman
soldiers. But this, though typical, was not “ SELLING,” His
personal, active work. Usually we associate it with the oh-
taining of money, and then the use of that wherewith to buy
elsewhere. But the silence of the Holy Spirit as to this would
suggest that the two-fold transaction was entirely with the
Father. And thus the precious work of Christ, in giving up
all, was not lost, it was brought to God as the purchase price
for thosc to be redcemed. The justice of God shines forth,
The fact that they were His by creation, aye, and by electing
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love before the world's foundation, could not obviate the need
for atonement. They must be purchased,—or they must be
condemned. And He Who purchases must present an adequate
price, and gladly give up the whole. Nothing short of per-
fection in fulfilling the will of God could be acknowledged,
and thus the Lord Jesus sold ALL. The withholding of one
detail would have invalidated all. As Daniel 9. 26 reminds
us He had NOTHING: nothing could be kept back. But
thereby He receives everything, for the purchase is rightly
His, and, furthermore, His obedience must become His award
in resurrection, in accord with the words, ¢ The Man Who hath
done these things shall live in them " (Rom. 1G. 5: there is
no " if 7' in the Hebrew of Lev. 18. 5), and if #is, it must be
theirs, for was He not their Substitute? Hence imputation
and union stand together, and we are made “ the righteonsness
of God iz Him" (2 Cor, 5. 21).

Difficulties often lead to blessing. Some may ask—Why
purchase the field, as well as the treasuref Matthew 13. 24
has already impiied this, and as our beloved Lord was the
Last Adam He must have earth’s sovereignty (Gen. 1. 28).
To withhold this would be to deny the acceptability of His
work. As the Son of Man, He will bear the glory on earth
(Heb. 2. 5-8), and He will be seen where He was rejected, and
His people too are to be manifested where they are now ob-
scure. “ The Righteous shall be recompensed IN THE
EARTH ¥ (Prov. 11, 31). “ That field ” must be His, and
Jerusalem its centre must be “a praise in the earth.” All
“ spiritualizing away " misses the fulfilment of God's plan,
and would destroy His truthfulness.

Some may still ask:—Why the PURCHASE, if ihe people
are God's choice? And why the purchase from God, if they
were sold to the enemy? Both questions lead to the further
unveiling of our Redecmer’s glory. Sin has not only brought
in a separation, but guilt, and thercfore the deliverance
from the debt is necessary, and the payment must be to Him
toc Whom the debt is owed. God’s clection is necver at the
expense of His holy law, but there 15 a perfect harmony be-
tween all llis relationships. Again, Satan has NO RIGILT
to those who have sold themselves to him for nought (Isa. 50.
3). As a liar and a murderer he has gained a temporary
possession, but no right. And thus he must be cast out, NOT
GOMPENSATEL, and, thanks be unte God. the Lord Jesus
was manifested to destroy the works of the devil (I John 3. 8),
and render him powerless against the many sons brought to
glory (Heb. 2. 10},

The present tense is not an accident. We do not read “ He
went and sold and bought,” but “ goeth” and * selleth” and
“ buyeth.” The vividness is not only to help our heartfelt
realization, but to remind of the fulness of delight He had,
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as He made haste to do the Father’s will, that we, rejoicing
in Him, may not be slothful, or hesitating, but; on the con-
trary, overflowing with love’s intense readiness. Obedience
without love would not be obedience. His obedience lacked
nothing of love, it was love throughout.

Do we read elsewhere of “ selling?” We call to mind the
words of Christ to the rich young man, and as He described
HIMSELT when He spoke of the Samaritan, so that which
the young man failed to do was more than done by our exalted
Lord. He not only sold all, and gave, but sold all, and bore
judgment itself, that He might be able to give more than
earthly food and blessing to the wfferly poor and helpless)
And surely His TREASURE—the same word is found in
Matthew 19. 21—will be His ecternal joy, and we, as parts of
that treasure, shall rejoice with Him. It is all so glorious—
what can we do but praise?

Just as the three LATTER parables to the multitudes begin
with ¢ The kingdom of heaven is like,” so is it, INVERTEDLY,
with the three FORMER, addressed to the disciples. Thus these
words continually meet us, with their practical message as to
the “ heavenly calling,” even though we are humbled to sea
that which merely professes to be “ heavenly.” But in the
“ treasure ” we have reality, and behold the delight of God
the Father and God the Son in the redeemed, and our heart
would rejoice as we meditate on the fact that we are His by
grace and purchase. What manner of persons ought we to be
in holy conversation and godliness:—His in love’s devotedness.

The sixth parable is closely associated. If we already have
guidance as to the Man, the finding, the selling and the buying,
the fresh words of verses 45, 46, soon take their place in the
picture. The description © Merchant Man" impresses. We
realise that one may find a treasure unexpectedly, and AP-
PARENTLY “by accident.” Hence this further uaveiling,
There was motking of chance, or surprise, in the glorious work
of the Lord Jesus. e came to secure a people for Himself.
Men may speak glibly of the commercial view of the atonement,
but the Holy Spirit has shown us Christ’s own stress on the
PURCHASE. The wotk was not an indefinite display of
mercy: the Lord Jesus came for a detinite transaction of grace.
The seeking of goodly, or beautiful, PEARLS may present a
difficulty. But is it not in harmony with God's testing of Isracl
under law, and with the words “ These three years T come
seeking fruit on this fig trec, and find none " (Luke 13. 7, cfl
Isa. 5. 2, Ps. 14. 2)}?* The Lord Jesus came unto lis own
possessions, and His own people received Him not. He
found no pearls (plural): man is an utter failure. But there

* The treasure may hint this, Christ did not only buy the field, but
came first to it, and found the treasure, as if He were about 1o
display it. The long journey of Luke 19. 12 is revealed elsewhere.
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is a delightful change—the plural is left, and we find one
pearl, and that of great price. A more lit?ral rendering
emphasizes this thought, “ BUT having four}d.' Thex:e is a
precious contrast. He could not fail, nor be discouraged. And
we shall yet see that, in one aspect, He found, in another Hé
made, this costly pearl. The past tenses here do not remove
the joy of the former parable, but they afford another aspect.
Our Lord’s rejoicing was not the temporary excitement of a
child of earth. Here we see the grandeur of His love in
counting the cost. As the Merchant Man He knew ‘Fhe value
set upon the pearl, and, with definite calcu]atlon,_ sold alll
that He had and bought it.” His joy did not hinder this
definiteness, and yet His view of all the circumstances did not
make the action only part of an EXTERNAL plan: there was
a PRESENT, living joy as He wrought it out. The glory of
His perfect character is before us, and every tense used by
the Holy Spirit combines to refresh our hearts.

We do not read He bought the sea, to which the ungodly.
are likened. The sovereign possession of earth was belfror.e
us in the fifth parable, but here the thought is changed. 'Tis
His own people as the fruit of His own work who are brought
before us now. The treasure tells of God's election, the ;_)e.afl
of Christ’s redempfion, the good fish of the Holy Spirit'y
quickening. The treasure was hidden, the pearl was made,
the fish were brought out of thc sea individually. Nor do we
read of purchasing the oyster-shell, inasmuch as that scems to
set forth, like the badger-skins, the humiliation of Christ in the
days of His flesh, in the body prepared for Him, wherein men
saw no beauty. Aew He is glorified. ‘

And how precious are His people to Himself, and how
costly. “ One pearl of great price.” Nothing but His precious
blood could purchase them. But He gladly gave all, and with-
held nothing, and, even as the righteous will shine forth as
the sun. so will they have the lustre of the pearl, and the rich
display of His rainbow-like COVENANT _IUVC._ \\’110 can
tell all that is wrappec up in the love of Christ (Eph. 3. 19)?

The direct teaching of the Lord Jesus is clear, and we would
never build doctrine on our own inferences, or on unmentioned
thoughts. But there is often much further help for the soul.
apparently HINTED by the words used, and, if we test all
by the definite statements of Scripture elsewhere, we shall
distinguish the Lord’s hints from human suggcestions. \\~c may
therefore reverently ask—Does the Lord give us further
blessing by the choice of a pearl? | T.hink. so, for a pearl
shows that which is holy (Matt. 7. 6). excluding evil and wel-
coming praise (Rev. 21. 21). It is formed by the living
oyster's response to that which pierces and wounds. Here is
the lustre of love that WIILL not be irritated. May we not
thus sum up the life-attitude of our adorable Lord? Thus the
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pearl, as the beautiful tabernacle-veil, would seem to set forth
His perfect life of obedience. But the blessings thereby are
AVAILABLE only through His DEATH: and how &an the
pearl be obtained except via death? We turn again to the
revelation of Leviticus 18. 5 (Rom. 10. 5). The remarkable
fact is that the only deliverance from a position “ under the
law ™ (which Christ took, Gal. 4. 4) is by dcath (Rom. 7. 1).
Hence we reach the apparent paradox that an Obedient One,
not deserving death, can never reach the goal, UNLESS He
becomes a Substitute for sinners.  But if He becomes a Sub-
stitute Ile must finally receive the reward of Ilis obedience
after paying the penalty for those for whom e becomes a
Substitute,  And they, if Ile has truly taken their doom, must
be free, and nccessarily have 1iis merits. 1lence remarkably
the law involves the demand that He should purchase Iis own
obedicnce, and THAT very obedience hecomes (as we have
scen) identified with the people in whose place He stood:
But such is cxactly the wondrous picture suggested by the
parable. The Lord Jesus both made and purchased the pearl.
and we are His. ‘Truly we may say the Law was with a view
to Him:—and not only so, but Nature also was thus arranged.
Nor is this surprising,—their Author is One, and the Same.
We can only worship and praise.}

The seventh parable, in struciure and language, reminds of
the second. Thesc arc the first and last parables in this chapter
which begin “ The kingdom of heaven is like.” The large
drag net is cast into the sea, and it gathers of every kind
or race (same word, Mark 7. 26, Acts 4. 36, 18. 2). And then
we have the drawing on to the shore, and a definite sevcrance,
at a time of crisis, but there is no mention of INMEDIATE
glory or wrath. The good are contrasted with the corrupt,

- as the word signifies. There is not the hint that some © kinds,”

or nations, are rejected. Rather, the decayed and putrid may
bring before us those whose profession is manifestly dead,
and loathsome. Such are cast outside, i.e. outside the nat. But
at the same time the good are gathered into vessels, belonging!
usually to the owner of the net. The Lord Jesus again gives
an explanation. The time is “ the cnding of the age,” which,
as we have seen in parable 2, implies a period.* The angels’
activity is linked with the same time there. And in both
passages we have a twofold action: (a) sever (b) cast
them into the furnace of fire. There is no warrant for the
INMMEDIATE sequence, any more than the immediate burning

1 A leaflet on this subject is available (also typed notes). It is very
remarkable that the Law, thus rightly explained, in its positive com-
mands and glory, would fit NO ONE ELSE. It is like the types,
definitely with a view to Christ.

*The parallels would seem to include:—One field, one net; wheat,
good fish: tares, corrupt fish: the end of the age and the angels
in both: gathering out of His kingdom, casting out: final burning.
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in verse 30. The putrid are OUTSIDE the claimed possession
of the One Who has authority, whereas the good fish are
gathered, on the shore, in separate vessels. May not this refer
to the reviving and bringing together of the Lord's people
in Scriptural assemblies, when Christendom is overturned, and
the daughters of the harlot set manifestly aside? This would
harmonise with Matthew 24. 45, 46, and show the Lord’s delight
in the fellowship and local gatherings of His people.§ The
3L ycars are soon over, and the ungodly have the FURTHER
casting into the furnace of fire. There is no hint that this
takes place at the beginning. As we ponder these solemnizing
subjects, let us not alone seek accuracy of interpretation, but a
godly exercise of soul in the Holy Spirit’s enabling, that we
may be ready for our Lord Jesus, and that we may be con-.
cerned as to those who know Him not, and who fear not the
“ wailing and gnashing of tceth.” The practical nature of all
Christ's utterances, both on owr owsn behalf, and that we may be
rightly anxious for etkers, nceds continual emphasis.

And now we reach the last parable. the eighth, suggestive of
resurrection ground, and a new order of ¢ scribes.” The
cighth parable is personal, as the first, but there we have
Christ in the FIELD. here we have His faithful people (viewed
individually, “ every"), following His example (note too
Song 7. 13) in the HOUSE. The scribe " is primarily a
« writer,” and the arrangement of Deuteronomy 17. 18 was very
beautiful. I would never regret, when a young man, writing
out the New Testament, in a somewhat literal translation.
But reading and writing, though precious, are not enough with-
out communion. Hence we have the word instructed ”’ or
“ discipled ” (notc Matt. 28. 18, 19, John 15. 8)« It is by
grace that we have become God's pupils (John 6. 45). And
discipleship, implies docility and loving obedience in the
Holy Spirit. Moreover, the Lord Jesus by the word © scribe ”
indicates the setting aside of Judaism. It is interesting to see
the words brought over (e.g. agsembly, priesthood—belonging
to all believers—elder, etc.), that we may seek to please the
Lord where the earthly nation failed. We have said the Lord's
people are to imitate Him, and is not He the primary House-
holder of this chapter? Yet, though His disciples are usually
described as servants, (and we behold their responsibility in
Mark 13. 34, 35), their high privilege and care for one
another may be brought before us by the same word.

(If the Lord will, to be continued).
§ Appropriately the parable to the people speaks of bundles, or

gatherings on earth of unsaved ones, ready for judgment: the par-
able to the disciples suggests gatherings of saved ones, waiting for

their Lord.
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“My tabernacle also shall be with them : ] ]
m: yea, I will b 2
God, and they shall be My people.” Ez‘e;lkiel g;h;}/_f

A Word of Introduction,

THIS promise, to be fulfilled in the Millennium, reminds us of
) the delight God has i being with His people. We think of
Exodus 25. 8. as well : "Let them make Me a sanctuary ; that I
may dwell amorng tilem.” And in the present dispensat;'ou the
words a_re_deﬁmte, Ye are the temple of the Living God ; as God
hath saz_d,oI will dwell in them.” (2 Cor. 6. 16). Th; eternal
futurg s -marked by the declaration, Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men and He will dwell with them.” (Rev. 21. 3):
And Isaiah 57. 15. speaks of His individual interest in Hi.s re-.
dec_m?ed. Do we value His love as we should, and enjoy our
privileges?  An assembly is not to be merely a “place” for
preaching, but a habitation of God.
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** Seven Thousand " Page
A Mother’'s Responsibilities :
Joseph's Action in Genesis 44 ... o 1
Some Repeated Words ... . kY
Parables of Matthew 13 5
God’'s Holy Naming in Reproof ... %.(55

“ Seven Thousand.”

IS it not not probable that most of us have misunderstood the

reference to the seven thousand in 1 Kings 19. 187 Some
have spoken of these as secret believers. and have sug ested
a paralle! to-day. Thanks be unto God for all who loJégHim
of whom we know nothing. But believers should seek to.
recognise one another, and act together. God has not appointed
different systems and societies, nor voluntary isolation, but
the bringing together of His beloved people in loving tellow-
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ship. Some dear ones. disappointed by the condition of
things. remaining at home, omit regularity of worship, and
are unwilling to journey on the week-day evenings to a
Scriptural gathering, and tend to become lisiless on the Lord’s
Day. We all need to rouse ourselves and stir up one another,
in the Lord's enabling, and so much the more as we sce the
day approaching (Heb. 10. 25)s

Undoubtedly the message was meant to cheer Elijah, and
withal to reprove, in grace, any despondency, or undue self-
consciousness found in 1 Kings 19. 10, 14, And have not we
the same need to-day? We should pray for and seek out
hidden children of God. and should beware of imagining we
are “alone.” Pride is easy at all times, and in all things:
pride of pleasing the Lord in the path of His will is possibly
one of the most dangerous forms of pride. Thanks be unto
God for every call to humility, and joy in the consciousness ot
His work in others.

The Holy Spirit gives us the key in Romans 11 where the
words are quoted, “ I have reserved to Myself seven thousand
men who have not bowed the knee to' Baal: even so then 2.
this present time also there is a remnant according (o the
election of grace” (verses 4, 5). Observe we do not read that
the seven thousand were serving the Lord: the Holy Spirit's
description is purely negative: we are not told what they had
done but what they had mof done, and Lhus the stress is on
election and its precious fruits. This is one of the many
passages to show the Scripture cmphasis on the oft-forgotten
part of truth, and to show that clection is meant to be a deep
encouragement. We are not told there were seven thousand
believers, but seven thousand elect. And this is our rejoicing
to-day. God's clection guarantees a remnant. Men may
speak against election, but where should we all be apart from
itf—" Dead in trespasses and sins.”

Thus the passage affords a precious parallel with Rev-
elation 13. There we see that some will not worship the beast.
Are all such believers? Nay, somc are withheld before they
know the Lord. And why withheld? Verse 8 gives the key:—
their names were written long before, in the Lamb's book of
life. Such as those of Matthew 25. 37, are brought to know
afterwards “ why " they were held back, and why they did this
or that. Thanks be unto God for His electing grace, and for
His “seven thousand,” at all times, including to-day. Let
our lives show a confidence in Himself, and a willingness
for His path, without fainting, or a sideward, or backward
glance to Sodom or Egypt.

God has freely given His people everything with Christ; it
is their privilege to appreciate, to appropriate, to assimilate,—
in fellowship with Himself.

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 11

A Mother’s Responsibilities:
Specially in the Book of Proverbs.

CRIPTURE lays great emphasis on the privileges of
parents, and ‘the memory, as well as the heart, may be
helped, if we add, their prerogatives and power. The very
first mention implies that the child remains with them till
grown up {Gen. 2. 24): we observe a definite contrast in the
animal world.

The united influence of father and mother is ever before
us, and the first “ Commandment with promise " mentions them
together, as those whom children are not merely to obey but to
fonour, a peculiarly impressive word. The absence of “honour”
to-day is one of the sad signs of the times. The Holy Spirit,
in an epistle dealing especially with the heavenly calling,
mentions this command (Eph. 6. 1-3, see also Col. 3. 20).
Precepts are not out of place because believers are in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus. ZLawlessness is no! the reverse of
legality, but its kinsman: both exalt self. It is deeply im-
portant that parcnts should recognize this teaching, and God’s
instruction as to acting fogetier. The present day tendency for
such to disagree in front of their farily is deplorable, and sinful.
They little realize the bitter fruits of this departure from God's
will. The children become one-sided. and seek to set one
parent against the other, and to gain from one what the
other would refuse. The scheming involved, together with
deceit and its sad accompaniments, hiding from one that which
another knows, must undermine the whole moral training.
We think of Genesis 27. If only believers realized the
responsibilities of marriage and a home earlier in their life.
and recollected 1 Peter 3. 7, with the whole of liphesians &.
21-33, these Seripturcs would be a source of rich blessing.
Often we arc awakened * too late.” and yet, even then, God
may mercifully grant the restoration of years which the cater-
pillar has caten. The fruit of the Spirit is self-control, and if
one parent regards the action of the other too imperious with
respect to the young people. a prayerful conversation alone, if
both are believers, may be full of spiritual exercise for both
and of personal blessing to each. Often we see in children
a family likeness, temperamentally as well as I physical
featurcs, and may well be searched as to our past unconscious
influence, and its futurc use for the Lord.

About twenty times in the DBooks of Kings we read * the
mother’s name was -——," as if to imply the great power a
mother has. Alas, many women, even believers, scem to
seek a sphere of authority to which God has not called, and,
meanwhile, to losc the honour and privileges which He has
appointed. If ‘the home were more frequently in accord with
Titus 2. 3, there would be *“much fruit.” It is easier to
“ preach” than to undertake background service to the Lord.
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We all wish to see “ great results ” more quickly. 'Tis a grave
mistake. " Guide the house ™ in 1 Timothy 5. 14 15 a remark~
able word. It contains the same root as ‘‘master of the
house,” and implies a queenly sovereignty, in happy subjection
to God's will Col. 3. 18). The Holy Spirit's language in
1 Peter 3. 6 is not populir to-day. Those who speak lightly
of “the words of Paul” and urge that he was unmarried,
show a distressingly proud denial of inspiration. [t is remark-
able that the same Divine Author used a married man to
give this parallel testimony, which only self-will rejects.

Infucnce for evil is marked in such words as * his mother
was his counsellor to do wickedly,” 2 Chronicles 22. 3, and
it is deeply refreshing to turn to Proverbs 31. 1, and read
“The words of king Lemuel, even the prophecy that his
mother taught him."  If death and life are in the power
of the tongue, we may find the same tremendous possibilities
in that which is entrusted to a mother.

It is true that a father is mentioned somewhat more fre-
quently in Proverbs (23 verses), but the mother is fourteen
times before us. In accord with the harmony already urged,
we note with joy that in twelve instances father amd mother
are together in this appointed order. Twice we are reminded
of a mother’s /az0 (1. 8. 6. 20), her words are to be authori-
tative to her children. trained and caused to love her with
the aflection of chapter 31. 28. The deep feelings of a
parent are Dbrought out in 4. 3 flove), 10. 1 (heaviness),
23. 25 /gladness), and the bringing to shame of 29. 15 may
bhe added.  Too often parents of to-day rather expect the
children to have their own way, and are not pained in the
manner God has appointed.

The uniformity witlh which Scripture upholds the mother’s
authority is impressive. In 15. 20 and 23. 22 God condemns
“despising,” i 19. 28 ‘ wasting,” in 28. 24 “robbing,” in
30. 11 the absence of “ blessing,” and in 30. 17 *° despising to
obey.” Such language shows that He expects not only
cxternal obedience, but also esteem and respect. There are
other ways of robbing beside that which is outward and
material. These are days of *“ unfeeling,” and we should be
concerncd that there may be holy contrasts among ourselves.

We have alluded to the priceless acrostic of chapter 31--
all Scripture is priceless -the Holy Spirit shows a high stand-
ard, and we should not continually expect to be disappointed.
It may seem easier to Dbe “irregular™ and to lose our
aunthority in irritation, and worldliness, and other sins, but we
shall lose heavily through these departures from the Lord.
For the glory of His Name, may we not plead with Christian
parents, and Christian mothers especially, to maintain their
holy dignity, in devoted dependence on the Lordé The
willingness to be thought old-fashioned and peculiar may
well be viewed rather as a true adornment for those who
have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
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Joseph'’s Action in Genesis 44,

ONLY One stands out in perfection throughout the pages of

Scripture. Every other nceded a Saviour. And the
Holy Spirit does not hide Abraham’s failure, nor omit Moses’
unguarded words. Men of like passions, or feelings, with our-
sclves, lived lives of faith, but, like Uzziah, they faltered when
strong, and learnt, with Hezekiah, what was half hidden, yet,
nevertheless, in their heart. Joseph was a godly man. “ The
Lord was with foseph™ is a precinus refrain, but he also seems
to have failed somewhat in his methed of bringing his brothers
to repentance, though his intention was right. We shall receive
much practical help from Genesis 44

It is remarkable that he seemed. through a measure of holy
fear of a lie, to draw back from a direct accusation of stealing.
Verses 4 and 5 only hint:* so is it in verse 15. ‘The charge is
“Ye rewarded evil for good.” an evident allusion to 37.14. 28. Yet
we learn thereby not only that Joseph dreaded direct falsehood.
and so should we, but also that we should avoid deceiving,
even if the truth is “said.” The fact is, like David in 2 Samuel
15, after committing our case to the Lord, we sometimes start
our planning and scheming, and then untruthfulness scon comes
in (verses 33, 34). How timely is God's warning in these
matters (Ps. 37. 5).

“Ye have done evil in so doing ™ is not explicit, hut while it
rightly wishes to bring home a sense of sin, it really implies a
present theft. That there had been awother theft years ago is
plain. The cup is linked with rejoicing. and Joseph had been
his father's delight, and his brothers had stolen him (40. 15).
With reference to this joy, (and possibly to the way God
brought him out of prison through the chief butler's dream), a
cup appears to have been chosen. The parallel seems helpful,
but the language was misleacling, even though the previous
placing of the money in the mouths of the sacks might have
given them the key.

Joseph longed for his Dbrothers to acknowledge theft, and
they did so. But God's overruling of a method to bring
blessing does not justify it. \We remember the wrongly smitten
rock in Numbers 20.

The order in Genesis 44. 12 was designed to make them feel
almost triumphant, and then, at the last, all hopes were dashed
to the ground. And the rent clothes were theirs this time, not
their father’s, as in 37. 34, and love to Benjamin, 2keir brother,
was brought out, joined with love to their father, in contrast with
the twofold absence of such love when they sold Joseph for
“silver " (hence possibly the sifoer cup).

* The Septuagint, missing the appointed incompleteness, seems to try
to rpcp.m\'e the vagueness by adding, " Why did ye steal my silver
cupi
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Judah must make the confession: the very one who had urged
the selling. Reuben’s intervention in 42. 37 had been refused
by Jacob. but Judah's had been permitted (43. 8, 9). 'Thus
the fitting words, “ God hath found out the iniquity of thy
servants.” This does not refer to the apparent theft by one
among them. The plural “servants”’ is impressive. God had
not allowed them to be at ease over their iniquity of years
before. In 42. 21 they said, “ We are verily guilty concerning
our brother in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he
besought us and we would not hear; therefore is this distress
come upon us.” The sin had long haunted them. It was
this iniguity, not any present act, that Judah felt and con-
fessed. But the confession was still vague. Hence the guarded
words of Joseph, which actually never implicated Benjamin,
“The man in whose kaud (not sack) the cup is fownd (no
charge of theft) he shall be my servant.” It was zof found
in Benjamin’s hand. But yet again the words seem to remind
us of the danger of the border-line of deceit. Let us irust God
more as to the way in which we would bring any to repentance.
Let us not attempt to do His work on our own lines. We may
even seek to bring souls to Christ by our own plans (1 Cor.
2. 5), but this is grievous to Him.

It is noteworthy that Judah distinguishes between the ten
and Benjamin, and rightly so, for the latter was not involved
in the iniquity felt. Joseph presses: the point further, till the
exact sin is acknowledged, and then he weeps. Ah, a wondrous
weeping will yet take place among the nation (Zech. 12. 10-14),
when they are brought to acknowledge their guilt, and own the
now Rejected One. Then will they worship Him, and language
far higher than Judah’s repeated “ My Lord " will be applied
to the Lord of Glory, Whose work infinitely transcends Joseph's,
and Who died to save “that nation " (John 11. 51), and Who
remarkably was the Antitype of Judah as well, in an altogether
more glorious suretyship. The illustration of the dreams of
Genesis 37 is very remarkable, and the stress on “thy servant’
or “ thy servants ~* on the one hand, and the affection in * my
father” on the other, must encourage our hearts.} Let us
learn not to be disappointed, when we need to continue in
prayer, year after ycar, for souls that God Himself has laid on
our hearts.

£ 1t will help believers to sce this set forth at length.

The desire to do better is not enough. An unsaved man
may wish that he were different. We need to show that the
desire is spiritual, by seeking ecarnestly, and recelving grace
to do right, because our hearts are set on pleasing God. A
holy motive and holy power are the evidences of life from
above. :
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Some Repeated Words of Judah in
Genesis 44. 18, 34.

My Lord (Seven times).
18 Oh, my lord . . . my lord's ears.
19 My lord asked his servants.
20,22 We said unto my lord.
24 The words of my lord.
33 A bondman to my lord.

Thy Servant (Judah, four times).
18 Let thy servant . . . against thy servant.
32 Thy servant became surety.
33 Let thy servant abide instead.

Thy Servant (Jacob, four times).
24,27,30 Unto thy servant my father.
31 Thy servant our father.

Servants (Four times).
19 My lord asked his servants.
21,23 Thou saidst unto thy servants.
31 Thy servants shall bring down the grey hairs.

My Father {Seven times).
24,27,30 Thy servant my father.
32 For the lad unto my father.
32 [ shall bear the blame to my father.
34 How shall I go up to my father?
34 The evil that shall come upon my father.

“ Irather ” also in 19, 20 (twice), 22 (twice), 25, 31 (seven
) times in all). -
The numeration is helpful, sevens, and three fours.

The Parables of Matthew 13,
Concluded.

Furthermore, in one of the parables of redemption, we have
seen the Lord’s treasure, consisting of His people. and now we
rejoice in the treasure of His truth granted to His own. We
must have treasures ere we can bring them forth, and though'
we praise God for new things realized for the first time. we
would never weary of the old things also. And our adorable
Lord shows that those who POSSESS must USE. * Theretore ™
implies this responsibility. and may urge that we should em-
phasize on believers to-day the message of this chapter, that
there may be godly separatedness from the world. because of
love to Christ. Truth is not given us for our benefit alone: we
are trustees. And no part of truth is to be untreasured. It is
a wondrous privilege to know the ways of God. The added
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verses in Matthew 13 show the blindness of Israel and their
unbelief (54-55). Shouid not our attitude be the one mentioned
by the Lord Jesus just before the parables, even the attitude
of doing the will of the Father (Matt. 12. 50)? The responsc
of love to all the gracious unveiling of this chapter is also a
responsibility. May we grasp this privilege prayerfully, in
the Holy Spirit, and bring glory to our adorable Lord. as we
look for His Comiug.

(If the Lord will, the Parables of the Debtors will com-
mence next month.)

God's Holy Naming in Reproof.

THE Lord spoke to the prophet aud said, “Are ye not as the
children of the Ztkiopians unto Me, O children of Israel?”
(Amos 9. 7). Correspondingly we find immediately after a
reference to His sparing many, that there might be a rem-
nant, the words of holy indignation, * Hear the word of the
Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God,
ye people of Gomorrah. To what purposc is the multitude
of your sacrifices unto Me? saith the Lord.” (Isa. 1. 10, 11).
We call to mind, © Call his name Zo-@mmi: for ye are not My
people, and 1 will not be yours.” (Hos. 1. 9). Aut, blessed be
God. there is a remnant, and this small one shall yet become
a4 strong nation. for the zeal of the Lord of hosts will yel
perform the word that the Lord of hosts hath spoken, and
“ the gifts and calling of God are without repentance ™ (change
of mind).

But there is the setting aside of the people, as a whole,
for a season, and of the city, and of the land. Hence the
words of Revelation 11. 8. * The great city which spirituaily
is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucitied.”
Nevertheless it is written, ** Neither shall thy land any more
be termed Desolate.”” {Isa. 62. 4), for the set time to favour
Zion will come (Ps. 102. 13), and * the counsel of the Lord
that shall stand,” and we read His words, “*1 know the thoughts
that I think towards you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace,
and not of evil, to give you an expected end ™ (Jer. 29. 11,
“ Blessed be God ™ (Ps. 68. 35).

The days pass quickly, but each one is an opportunity. If
we do not use it for the Lord, the enemy will use it against
Him.
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(1}
Go out into the highways and hedges, and conrpel to .
that My house may be filled.” Luke 74. 23. ? come s

A Word of Introduction.

THE precious words of Scripture, shining out above, remind

us that God's object in salvation is not only an individual
safety for the sinner who flees for refuge. It is far beyond this.
There is the majesty of His eternal purpose in the bringing ro-
gether of the redeemed into a unity which has no earthly parallel
and His house shall be FILLED. And so we have brought be-’
fore our heart's grateful view "' the habitation of God" (Eph. 2.
22), and the words ringing out again, ‘' In My Father's house
are MANY abiding places™ (John 14. 2). It is deeply imporiant
to realize this. The object inview is “ @ house,” with the thought
of a home, its food, its rest, its delight and its fellowship, and
as that house is a temple, we have the blessedness of worship'
and the eternal pleasure of God as His people’s pleasure. Ana?
that house shall be FILLED, for He will not fail nor be dis-
cour_aged. Therefore, to the glory of His Name, in the fuller
realt'zation of a covenant salvation by the precious blood of
Christ, are these pages.sent forth, that His people, " made meed
to be_partakers of the inheritance,’” may be getting ready for the
Coming of their Lerd, tn the gracious working of the Holy Spirit
along the path of a holy fear of grieving Him ( Eph. 4. 30).

CONTENTS :—

“ 1t Might Have Been Sold ™~ .. P?ge
The Parables of the Debtors 19
The Response of the Redeemed ... . - 23
Easier 24

“It Might Have Been Sold.”
Mark 14. 5.
ES, “it might have been sold.” And human wisdom would

i still approve of such an arrangement. Devotion to Christ,
in its utter fulness, is incomprehensible to the human heart.
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That which pleases Him in the use of time and strength and
money is often “this waste’ before men (verse 4). The fact
is that men have no idea of the glory of Christ. The greatness
of His condescension to save sinners is unrealized, even as the
richness of His salvation. Jjudas. indeed. had an eye to per-
sonal gain, but some who joined his outcry did not apparently
share his motive. Thus are we lovingly warned lest we un-
wittingly join with the enemy. even 4s the two hundred men
who weat with Absalom in their simplicity (2 Sam. 15. 11).
It is needful to be on our guard. Unless the Lord Jesus is
supremely dear to us we shall advocate methods of Christian
work and philanthrophy which will pain our hearts afterwards.

It might have been sold.” But what if it had been sold?
What if the proceed:s had been given to the poor? \Would
there have been a memorial to hand down wherever the good-
ness is made known,—a memorial of ‘overlowing devotion to
Christ? Ir is this that He has emphasized. and it is to be told
whercver the gospel is preached. to show the attitude that
hefits those who are saved by His precious blood.

The l.ord of glory nevev neglected the poor (see also Gal.
2, 10 with 1 Cor. 11. 1). Hez became poor for His people’s
sake. He rejoiced that to the poor the gospel was preached.
And there is’a Messianic hiat in the verse “ Blessed is #e that
consideretl the poor.” The disciples knew Christ’s love when
they misinterpreted His words in John 13.29. We behold His
compassion on the multitude, and His care for the widow.
There is no doubt as to His attitude.

But He Himself must be Central. If we put the poor in
the place of Christ, we err grievously. If “charity~ takes
our minds off devotedness to His Person we are in danger.
Philanthropy can never be allowed to make Him second. If
we carc for the soul we should not forget the body, but the
things that concern His glory are ever paramount, and every-
thing must be included therein. There is no room for a rival:
Christ is the First and the Last in this connexion. and afl
Christian service and all gifts should be wrapped up in a
devotion to Himself. May the Holy Spirit's application of
thesc striking words of Scripture affect the writer and reader
alike, and may we be ashamed together that we have loved Him
so little.

Victory over one sin is not victory over all, Self-com-
placency because of one victory is a stepping stone to defeat,
yea, is itself defeat,

The child is to know the father, the disciple is to learn, the
servant to serve: every name is precious to a believer.

In Christ mercy and truth are met together; in the world
we find neither.
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The Parables of the Debtors.

IT is important to connect, and to study together, with prayer-

ful meditation, the words of the Lord which appear to be
linked by the Holy Spirit Himself. For example, we find
messages concerning two sons both in Matthew 21. 28-31 and
Luke 15. 11-82, and the wondrous references to clothing in
the new garment of Luke 5. 36, the neglected robe of Matthew
22. 1-14, and the robe given to the prodigal, or rather the
“found” son, in Luke 15. 22. There is a profound relation
between the parables of the feast in Matthew 22 and Luke 14,
but the differences with regard to the messengers (observe the
One Who brings in and “compels’), and with regard to the
final exclusion and linal inclusion in the respective parables,
pre full of deep. helpful, spiritual lessons. The believer who
compares and contrasts the aspects of truth which the Lord
lovingly shows in the scarching parables of the talents and the
pounds will not go away empty. “All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God. and is profitable,” and we would compare
spiritual things with spiritual (1 Cor. 2. 13), that we may have
a fuller view of His loving will. .

It is thus with respect to the parables of the debtors in
Matthew 18. 23-85 and Luke 7. 41-43, together with the
narrative of Luke 18. 1-12, which is, in any case, applied
parabolically, and, it would seem, set in appointed contrast
with the frank and free forgiveness of the fwo debtors earlier
in the Gospcel. The thought of sin as involving a debt is
embedded in Scripture. We call to mind the margin of Luke
13. 4, and the precious and practical words of the disciples’
prayer, “ Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”
The present day tendency is to hurry toward the climax of
the wrong dealing of man by insisting on his rights. The
rights of God are largely forgotten, and the centre of thought
has been transferrcd from the Creator to the creature, so that
accountability to God is often in the background, and the
thought of debt almost, if not quite, obliterated. But the
fact cannot be thus abolished. It is only by the finished work
of the Lord Jesus that our guilt can be removed. The tendency
of to-day is to be occupied morc with the safety and joy of the
sinner, than with the glory of the Redeemer, the beauty of His
finished work, and His dclight in His own people. This ten-
dency is part of one and the same attitude, which in science,
and daily life. and indeed. all things, as well as in doctrine,
would minimise the authority of God, and make His exalta-
tion secondary. With many, who are truly born again, this
attitude may be graciously held in check, and may be uncon-
scious, but we do well to search our ways that His majesty,
and will, and joy may be dearer to our grateful hearts.

The parable of Matthew 18. 23-35 has a remarkable set-
ting. The Lord Jesus had been dealing with faults among
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brethren, and the godly care which would wash one another's
feet (verse 15), and accompany all necessary discipline with
loving self-control, and definite prayerfulness (verses 16, 2.0).
Peter, unconsciously thinking more of his brother sinning
against him than of his sinning against his brother, asked a
question which implied, and made essential, an answer _of
* limitation.” But we should not limit the Lord, or restrict
His answer as in Acts 1. 24. © How oft” suggests that one
must draw the line numerically. and, moreover, that the spcaker
felt it probable others would do much that would be hard for
himself to bear. The Holy Spirit's gracious words on for-
bearing one another (Eph. 4. 2. Col. 3. 13) are intended tu
correct the unconscious self-rightcousness to which we are all
prone. 1t is often easier to see a brother’s fault than our own
faults,

The added words “ Till seven times? ™ contain a still
further hint of limitation, and call to mind the Divine en-
couragement of Luke 1. 4 to forgive sewen limes in a day,
never losing heart, nor becoming irritated. Such language,
though it brings humiliation to the one who feels he has
repeatedly failed, may well encourage against despondency,
for the Lord will not prove less loving Himself than His
words to His people, though we have grieved Him seven times
in quick succession. Yet love never takes a wrong * advantage "
of His love, nor.uses forgiveness to veil the claim and expecta-
tion of victory. In Matthew 18 the Lord's answer repeated
that of Peter, and adds, with a striking stress on the complete-
ness wrapped up in the word “seven,” “ Until seventy times
seven.” And thereby we have one of our Lord’s many allusions
to the carlier Scriptures, for Daniel 9. 24 comes to mind, and
its precious climax in the forgiveness and restoration of the
spared ones of Israel. The lord Himself will then illustrate,
on a remarkable scale, thar which He here inculcates, and yet
He will excuse no sin.  The “ therefore™ of verse 23 shows a
close link. DIiehaviour in the kingdoin of the heavens is of
the deepest importance, in accord with Christ’s commandments.
“ T say not unto thee, Until seven times; 422" : His word is
His people’s law. Our lack of love toward others springs
from a faulty realization of the love we have received. And
so many failures are joined to an unconsciousness of the enor-
mity of sin. The Deity of Christ, and His atonement, the
path of separation and God's teaching as to eternal punishment
are alike attacked, because the enemy would blind the eyes to
the terrible fact of sin. If our eyes have been opened, let us
be prayerfully on our guard in this matter. It is worthy of
notice that the King has authority before any are brought into
the sphere of His redeemed people. The Kingship of God
the Ifather is here brought out (verses 23, 35), as in Matthew
22. 7. This is important, for, as we shall see in that chapter,
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Christ is not yet acting in His kingship and judgement, nor
is He called the King of Ilis beloved people in the present
dispensation.

The taking of account is a striking reminder that God
has a right to all. His claims are, as we have seen, so often
forgotten to-day. At once we are faced with a stupendous
debt. The margin of our Bible suggests £187 10s., but why
should we limit to silver, albeit this would mean nearly
£2,000,0007 l‘urthermore, the purchasing power was far greater.
The denarius which our margin fixes at 7id. was more com-
parable with 5s. or more, and this would suggest £15,000,000
as a minimum, even if we cxclude gold. Our beloved l.ord
reminds us of what we ought to have rendered. And the
amount has a real meaning: it is hased on 10, the number of
fellowship. Squares intensify the thought, and this is the
square “sqguared.” ‘The measurement of the lloliest of All
brings before us 10 cubed: here we have the holiness and per-
fection which should have bcen presented. God's holy law can
allow of no compromise. How blessed it is to realize that in
our bankruptcy our Saviour stepped in. But our hearts pause
awhile to realize the great need, and the utter despair that
reaches the sinner who beholds, for the first time, the majesty
of the King's law, and what the subject should have done. Nor
is therc any hope of compromise. A “composition” in the pound
is impossible. In the debt parables there is the Holy Spirit's
stress on Christ’s repeated testimony that the hopeless debtor
paid nothing. nothing at all. And why? The debtor had
nothing. what then could he do? All the glory of man is thus
swept away. Since our adorable Lord appears as the exact
contrast, His Deity and love, and the glory of His salvation,
shine out together.

And now we approach a part of the parable where the usual
objection against “ pressing every point” seems feasible, until
we examine more carefully. and prayerfully, what the Lord
Jesus emits to say. ‘The command as to selling and his jemily,
would seem 1o remind ot Adam and what his sin incurred. But
this. though remarkable, is only an allusion, with solemnizing
power. The personal simner is here before us. The importance
of accountability, and the way we all affect others must unot
be overlooked. Parents have vast responsibilities. An Israelite
sold into slavery involved his whole family. Moreover, as the
statement is “all that he had,” in the earthly parallel all his
possessions and treasures arce enumerated. The bearing of this
on the godly valuing of a godly home is important.

Everything seems hopeless, but grace shines out, for this
is the * beginning " of the reckoning (verse 24, note 1 Pet. 4.
17 with another aspect), and if we have been caused to experi-
ence that we deserve the day of judgment, we shall, by faith,
behold it past, the weight falling on the Son of God's love,
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and not on ourselves in the /ju#nre. But at first the outlook
is dark. * He had not to pay.” Observe that this isa stronger
statement than “ He had nothing.” His condition of that of
“not having.” and therefore the selling could provide nothing.
His family were worth nothing. Nor could he, with able-bodied
might, produce anything for the One to Whom his debt was
due. ‘This might was lacking. © Nought™ is as definitely
marked on his whole character and circumnstances, as helpless-
ness is scen among the poor, halt, maimed and blind of Luke
14. 21. But they are brought into the feast. and grace shail
abound here,

We do not read, “ Z4hat payment may be made,” nor “and
thercby payment to be made.” The words of the Lord Jesus
lrave a deeper, richer, fuller meaning than any carthly parallel.
The King commands payment to be made, -and it 75 made,
blessed be God! It is appointed. and there is no default. The
Son of God became Man that payment might be made, a willing
payment, a glorious payment. & complete payment, to secure
the salvation of guilty sinners. DBut the way in which grace
works is not unveiled at once. Nor is it so in our experience.
We do not come to God as the elect, nor with a logical inter-
pretation of all the covenant of grace, but as troubled sinners.
God works through a man’'s heart, not merely through his
brains. A man's will does not save him, but God does not
save against his will. Ile lovingly causes a sense of need and
a will toward Himself. Hence we have the needful experience
here. “The servant therefore fell down and worshipped him.
saying, Lord. have patience with me and T will pay ‘thee all.”
Rather “ Have longsuftering.” The breaking down of a sinner
is important: when an unbroken heart “ anon with joy ™ receives
the Gospel, there is no evidence of root. But “longsuifering ~
is passive: it does not give. The “grace” of God reigns
(Rom. 5. 20) in the days of God's longsuffering, and by
grace, not longsultering. we are saved. Each word is used
perfectly.  The debtor, like the prodigal, hesitates to ask too
much. but God does not hesitate to give. The proposal is |
will pay.” °'Tis a right acknowledgment of duty, but a wrong
anticipation of power. Yet this is what we expect when the
Lord's work begins. And now there is a tremendous response
of grace. Nay, it is more than a response. It is not * Then
the Lord of that servant was moved with compassion.” Rather
is it “but™: “ but the Lord of that servant,” for He mani-
fested morce than longsufiering, He graciously gave all, and
*loosed him and forgave him the debt.” \Why? Some will
answer “ Because he desired him ™ (verse 32). They miss
the holy exactness of the Saviour's words, “ I forgave thee all
that debt (forgiveness is an experience) decause thou desiredst
Me,” but not, = [ /oosed thee because thou desiredst Me.” The
* loosing ” is prior to the forgiveness, and this word is from
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the same root as redemption, or release (see both words i
Eph. 1. 7). Thanks be to God, the red(emption is b)cristlig
precious blood of Christ alone. Did we not see the holy com-
mand that the debt was to be paid, and it was! “Tis not © [
will™ of the man, but “I have’ of the Saviour. There is a
call to praise.

(If the Lord will. to be continued.)

The Response of the Redeemed.

e E love Him, because He first loved us ™ (1 John 4. 19).

This brief verse cxpresses a heavenly principle. And
the redeemed of the Lord know its meaning. “Who hath
first given to Him?®" is a question that they would not be
slow to answer. And the similar words “ What hast thou
which thou didst not reccive ?" awaken similar heartfelt
thoughts of gratitude. If we bring forth fruit, we bear not
the Root. but the Root bears us ‘Rom. 11. 18), and Christ
Jesus is made unto us Wisdom, and Rightcousness, Sanctifica-
tion, and Redemption.  Indeed the very word for gratitude
is from the root of grace, and is the response of a grateful
heart, cven as faith is the reply to God's work and word (the
Hebrew word is derived from “ truth "). Thus ,we. with the
apostle, desire to apprekend that for which we were apprehended
of Christ Jesus (Phil. 3. 12). I fcel sure that there must be
many similar expressions in Scripture, and it would be an enjoy-
z_xblc exercise for children of God to unite in finding them. Tt
is by such fellowship in Bible study that much more can be
done to the glory of God in comparing Scripture with Scripture
and by such fruits of study we are caused to feel the precious-’
ness of *“one another.” Many dear believers seem to think' they
are only to eat the food prepared by others. and not to help in
preparing it.

A precious cxample of love's response is found in 1 Corin-
thians 1. 2, * Unto the (called out) church . . . called to be
saints, with all that in cvery place cefl upon the name of jesus
Chrls_t out Lord.” And the message of IHebrews 6. 18 is im-
pressive, * That by two immutable things, in which it was
Impossible for God to lic, we might have a strong consolation.”
The * consolation ™ or * encouragement "' and cxhortation"'
herc mentioned (for the word has. this fulness of meaning) Aolds
us (“strong ) and we hold it (* have ) in reply. The words
“strong 7 and “have’ arc from the one and same root. We
thlr_lk of a tabernacle type. The upright boards “ held * with
their tenons (*hands ) the sockets which were appointed to
“hold ™ them. and make their holding possible. T /fwow My
sheep. and am known of Mine™ (John 10. 14) illustrates the
same joyful auitude. which the Holy Spirit ever brings before
us, fqz' our heart's refreshment.  May the daily respor?se be an
experience that ever increases, to the praise and glory of God.
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“ EASIER.”

T HREE times we find this word in Luke's Gospel. First, in
chapter 5. 23, the Lord Jesus spoke concerning the paralyzed
man. The easier thing was to say, “ Thy sins be forgiven thee,”
because the guarantee of truth was invisible. But Christ showed
that this declaration was not merely ©saying,” by His whole
life and manner, and at once illustrated this by “ doing " that
which was harder to “say"” (because it could be put to proof at
once), albeit casier to “do.” * Rise up and walk!” * Easier
to do,” if we may thus speak of the work of One Who was
altogether mighty. Yet there is a deeply important lesson here.
To forgive sins was, indeed, a mighty work, the fruit of an
appointed burden beyond all parallel. It cost God nothing to
create the world, but how much it cost Him to save sinners,
Verily the cost was great to our adorable Lord to die for the
guilty. And the forgiveness here was in advance, because of the
sureness of His redemptive work.

In Luke 16. 17 we read of the firmness of . God's words. It
1s easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law
1o fail.” And thus again we are brought to the realization of
Christ’s work, for He has honoured the law and made it honour-
able (Isa. 42..21)), meeting fully every demand, and bearing the
doom. The added verse in Luke 16 shows that men desired in
their own way to put away the law to which they were bound,
but this was impossible except by the death of Christ. And
Romans 7 works out this testimony, and shows its present
application. Apart from Christ therc is no hope (verses 1, 4).
But by His death we arc brought to a marriage union which is
impossible in earthly things. Ordinarily the other partner dies,
freeing the spared husband or wife from obligation; but substi-
tution involves resurrection, so that we, the ones who died, are
united to the Raised One, Who died in our place that we too
might be raised, and brought into this wondrous relationship.
Hence the fulness of grace wrapped up in such words as * The
Bride ” and “ The Marriage Supper of the Lamb.”

The third “easier ” equally exalts our adorable Lord. * It
is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye than. for a
rich man to cnter into the Kingdom of God" (Luke 18. 25).
We have no authority to tone down this striking testimony. The
eye of a ncedle means the eye of a needle. That which is
impossible with men is here before us. Salvation is a startling
miracle. And, further, we see that the sinner must be brought
to own his nothingness. But, thanks bc to God, that which
cannot be done by man is #of impossible in the mighty work of
our mighty God. Souls are brought into the Kingdom of God,
saved- for ever by the precious blood of Christ.
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The Lord Jesus said :—

1]
1 have given them Thy Wor .
them.” John 17, 1. m Thy Word, and the world hath hated

A Word of Introduction,

THE WOR'D or the. WORLD—which shall be ours ? The grace
.of God s'hmes out tn Scripture, and He fnvites His people int
His own kmgdonlz‘ and glory. (1 Thess. 2. 12},  Should we no(;
respond, as those ~ redeemed from the earth,” with love's gratitud
and readiness, in the enabling of the Holy Spirit? And shall lw:
not respond? To encourage “one another” is the privilege oy
}-':l’zs' people (Heb 10. 25), and it is with this object, and His glor
in it, that. these bages are sent forth. A forgotz‘en’Bine seems t:z
be well nigh an impossibility if we have tasted that the Lord is

gltICtouS, b“f a ”Gglecied Biblﬂ may bﬂ more common iha” we
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The Parables of the Debtors Fage
“ Lest They Be Disrotlrnge:i" o
A Brief Bible Study g?

The Parables of the Debtors.
(Continned).

T'he thoughtful reader may suggest “ But it was commanded
that he should be sold.” and yet this was not carried out. Has
such an one ever noticed the words of Genesis 49. 7 “1 will
divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel " ? ‘Thcre is
no declarvation © 7Jerefore will 1 scatter them in judgment
among Israel : hence Ged. Wha knew what Ile would do,
coutld bring in the wondrous fulfilment of Jacob's words beyonci
all that he thought (I Pet. 1. 12). in the fact that the Levites
had ne tribal inheritance but were scattered among other
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tribes in God's service (Jos. 21). So is it here: there is
precious teaching underneath the surface. We have seen that
the payment is not linked with any selling in judgment, but
there was a precious payment in grace, and He Who paid is the
One Who “loved the Church and gave Himself for it,"--Ie
bought His people with His blood. There was’a ‘holy pur-
chace and thus the word “sell " may come to mind in rcma}'k-
able contrast with Judges 2. 14, for all the covenant transaction
was between the Father and the Son.t  And the Holy Spirit
works a desiring in the heart of the redeemed that they may
know the forgiveness and fellowship which spring from the one
tinished work. Yet the gospel is not preached as a philosophy,
but as an invitation to the lost, and when we are saved we see
the plan of grace, surpassing all philosophy, and we begin to
rejoice in the hope of seeing Him Who wrought it that we
might be His for ever. The utterly bankrupt sinner has an
absolutely full Saviour.

And now the debtor is free: how will he use his freedom?
Cratitude. and pity for others, and loving desire to know the
mind and fulfl the wisdom of his glorious Benefactor, shm_ﬂd
characterize the whole life. But 'tis here that we find a pain-
ful contrast. Blessings do not guarantee a corresponding life:
responsibility is lovingly urged upon us. “ But the same ser-
wvant went out ": we are not told how soon, but it seems easy
to fail quickly. Yet probably the 100 pence debt was con-
tracted after the forgiveness just received. There is a right
“ going out” ( John 10. 9), but there is a wrong one also. When
we are outside God's communion we are in peril. There is
an ominous silence after the gracious deliverance: we remember
the Lord's question in Luke 17. 17, “ But where are the _ninei’. "
It is easy to be more occupied with a blessing than with Him
WWho has bestowed it. “ They soon forgat™ has many sad
parallels. The forgiven man “found™ one of his fellow-
servants which owed him an hundred pence. The fact of the
debt is not denied. There are real responsibilities between
fellow believers. Let us be careful how we deal with our
brethren, especial’ly when we are “in the right.” Let us bp
careful as to “finding one” who owes us somewhat. It is
casy to forget how muck we have been forgiven, how much
we have grieved the Holy Spirit, how much our brethren have
used patience toward us. A slight sense of sin cuts at the
root of true holiness among children of God to-day. This
man gripped his fel'ow-servant, and “ was throttling him.”
Horrible, you say. But have you never been irritated against a
brother? Have you never acted in hastiness? May be you
have comforted yourself that you did not mean to go as far

1\Vith regard to election, they were *given ' {John 6. 37), but the
covenant agrcement, in perfect rightecousness, included His price-
less payment, so that they are His 1n every way.
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as choking him: but only to bring him to a right attitude. It
is easy to persuactle oursclves that our action is permissable, as
we can talk against others. even under the plea of asking
prayer for them. Do we love those who owe us an hundred
pence ¥ Let us not turn aside the question—* They are wrong
as well,” “ They ought to pay.” That is not the point. How
do we bear the sins of others against ourselves? Have we love's
conformity with the wprds “ forbearing one another, and for-
giving one another, if any one have a cause of blame against
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye"” (Col. 3. 13) ?
The Scriptures are intensely practical. The parables of Mat-
thew's gospel speak to the heart. Call them not Jewish. and
then turn aside the Holy Spirit's application of Christ's words!

You will have someone who owes you a hundred pence,
and he will be a brother. It will be a real loss to you. He
ought to deal with the matter. He is in the wrong, but if
you do not love. you will be in the wrong too. Matthew 18.
15 is the cxact opposite of taking by the throat. It is impor-
tant to Le rcady when your brother turns and says, “ I repent.”
[t is important to seek him out when he is wandering, if, by
gracious humbling, made spiritual enough to do it graciously
{Gal 8. 1), but mewer take him by the throat. Never deal
with any case unless you love. Never reprove unless you love.
Without love you will spoil all, however sound you are in
doctrine. and Scriptural in practice. The Lord Jesus did not
take you by the throat. His love is mecant to melt all our
hearts still.

The very words of the fellow-servant should surely have
reminded of grace received:—* Have patience with me.” But
when the mind is made up it is hard to stop, and still harder
when we have taken another by the throat. Let us seek grace
to deal with sin at the outset. “ Leave off contention before it
be meddled with " is a Divine principle (Prov. 17. 14). © But
he would not 7 is the solemnizing description that the Lord
Jesus gives. He was contrary: hence the word “but.” The
will was wrong: there was no justification of his attitude. The
cvil was within: let us seek grace as to our wills. It is
deeply important that we should @il to do God’s w«sll {John
7. 17).

The wrong will brings forth the wrong action. He “ went
and cast him into prison.” “ He went.” This was indeed a
going away from God’'s path. The “casting’ speaks further,
m such a context, of the evil heart. We are reminded of
Satan’s work (Rev. 2. 10). Have you and I a prison for the
believer who sins against us, or have we water and a towel as
John 13 appoints? The Lord indicates that Peter's “Till
seven times " was proud forgetfulness of what he had been
forgiven, and an attitude perilously near this unloving and un-
lovely bitterness. As soon as we make our limits, seif is put
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in God’s place. And the violence was against a repentant
brother! “Prison” denies brotherly love. and raises seclf's
barrier. It is easier to act thus than we realize.

His fellow-servants saw. They were very sorry. Are we
sufficiently sos7p because of the sins that we see ? Paul spoke
weeping of the enemies of the Cross of Christ. and rivers of
water ran down the psalinist's eyes because men kept not God's
law. Iispecially do we need sorrow as to sins among God's
people, and an unloving attitude. The fellow-servants did
not “ go,” they “ came.’” If a brother sins against us we should
go and tell %im his fault alone. but this was a more public
sin, and they could, without unholy gossip. go together to their
Lord. Fellowship in prayer as to the manifest departures from
God's will to-day is Scripturally approved.  God graciously
deals with that which is laid on the heart of lis people in
united prayer. Daniel 9 comes to mind. Their Lard took
action. He called the servant. and called him * wicked.”
There is a parallel with I Corinthians 5. 13 where (as 2 Cor.
2 shows) a wandering believer is before us.  Sin must not be
excused.  The child of God who cxcuses sin becomes like the
unsaved: hence the word * wicked.” just as in Matthew 25, 26
for the unsaved professor. though there is nothing here of
outer darkness, or eternal judgment with gnashing of teeth.
The silver lost iz the house is characterized by the same Jan-
guage as the sheep lost owfside.  Titernal salvation never
involves glossing over guilt.

The Lord does not here say, “1 know you not.” He
refers to the forgiveness as a fact, and there is mot the
slightest indication of undoing such forgiveness. That would
be injustice, yet many dear children of God have interpreted
the parable thus. When once we realize that the once-forgiven
debt, on the one hand. is #o/ given back, and that this passage
concerns a present relation to God the /Zather on the other
hand. and does not deal with the Judgment Seat of Christ,
we shall be kept from two common crrors of explanation.

We have seen that the cause of the “loosing ™ was the
appointed and commandced “ paying.” which the glorious Sub-
stitute graciously did. The * forgiveness” was, however, an
experience, in the application of grace, in response to the
desire of a humble and quickened and awakened soul. The
/ett debt—as the word * desiredst ™ shows --was graciously re-
moved, and this was a call to graciousness. ** Shouldest not
thou also?’ There is music in these words. We Jove be-
cause loved (1 John 4. 19). “ Forgiving one another. even
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you™ (Eph. 4. 32), is a
message of searching power. All doctrine is practical, and
everything that we receive is to bring forth fruit in our life.
If we turn the other cheek to une who smites it is to preach
the gospel that Christ took the retribution for our guilt. If
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there is one smiting (sin). there must be a second (judgment).
It should be normally on the sinner. but it is, by grace, on
the One sinned against.  Matthew 5. 30 is thus more than com-
manded gentleness, it is a panorama of the way of salvation.2
So is it here. Torgiveness is to lead to forgiveness as an
evidence of grace.  * Shouldest not thou wlso?” We always
have an “afso”: we were not iirst.  We have received that
we may give (note Rom. 11. 35).  Would that this message
might appeal to our hearts more than ever before. The lloly
Spirit never leads to an unmoved coldness.

(If the Lord will, to be continued.)

2 Leaflet gladly sent.

Lest They Be Discouraged.
Colossians 3. 17.

HYE word only occurs here. The Holy spirit has chosen

it with a very definite message. The parallel in Ephesians

6 adds “ Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.” Zhat is the reverse of discouraging. The nurture of
the Lord is gracious, aud those who walk with Ged are tactful.

The responsibilities of children are important: yet they
are ofien forgotten to-day. \We sec socialism and indifference
asserting themselves, even in the home. The precious word
“Honour " is despised, and many think that it is incomparable
with love. They cry out for “equality,” which has become
but selfishness wearing a mask. We need to pray much for
children, growing up =amid the assertive and antichristian
influences of to-day. Parental control, and guidance, and
friendship and intimacy are unpopular. The Christian’s home
should be a holy contrast. Many beloved parents are almost
afraid to expect much from the lLord, and thus give their
children a taste for the world, or allow a measure of license
miscalled freedom. through a vague fear that they will have a
reaction otherwise. Thus the unholy thought that the Lord's
path is miserable is inoculated unintentionally.

But while we would lovingiy bring before children their
privilege of loving dutifulnness, without a mere sense of duty,
and while we would affectionately remind them of the words,
“He was subject unto them "™ describing the childhood of the
Lord Jesus (Luke 2. 51), and not only His eariy childhood,
we would also bring before Christian parents their graciously
appointed respounsibilities. Too often there is lack of har-
mony. For example, the mother may be indulgent, unmindful
of the Holy Spirit's stress on “the law "™ of the mother (Prov.
1. 8), and the father may be severe at times, and egrally indul-
gent at others. Too often there is friction between the parents.
the children see this, just as the Canaanite beheld the strife of
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Genesis 18. 7. The seeds of trouble are thus sown, and the
enemy will water them. till there is a plentiful harvest. A
little thing may do much harm, and ewe word of dispute is one
too many. If only believing wives took to heart the Holy
Spirit’s words in Colossians 3 they would have more power.
true spiritual power, in the sphere which God has appointed for
them. This may well be mentioned first. for the Holy Spirit
mentions it thus. .

But the husband and father needs prayer that there may
be gracious tact at all times, and that he may not provoke or
irritate. It is difficult to controf graciously. Appointed head-
ship needs much appointed communion. The Holy Spirit
deals with temperamental tendencies by all His inspired words.
We all need grace that we may have victory in our respective
sphere, 1o the praisc of the glory of 'God's grace.

Children are often fickle, and they show the sad selnish-
ness of the fall. but there are encowragements. and there is
affection, we must deal wiscly with those who are receptive and
m a formative condition. and beware lest we * discourage.”
Sometimes a child is misjudged. and a hasty word wounds. nor
is the wound casily healed. if another follows. Many children
are keen to sce, and to resent, injustice, but this attitude is
sometimes the effect. in part, of wrong training. There may
have been, at first, childish discouragement, and then a settling
down to sulkiness or antagonism. God does not justify this,
but we must beware lest we plant the sapling, which the enemy
nurtures, in the soil of the flesh. * Without natural affection ™
is a sad sign of these days. “ Disobedience to parents” is a
sad mark of “ perilous times,” but are we entirely clear in the
matter #  Have we encouraged love, or been offhand toward it.
especially when it was clumsily expressed ? Did we seek for
the love that was mixed with selfish motives in an action done
partly to pleasc us, or did we condemn the whole, and * dis-
courage " ? Children soon lose heart: they have not stamina
in these things. and parents may raise an impassable barrier.
Ground may be irretrievably lost —at least it seems to be lost
“irretrievably,” uwniil God works His miracle of salvation, and
cven then after-effects may be seen. damaging the beautiful
fellowship of a Christian home.

Many parents de not understand their children, and the
children do not confide in their parents. The children are to
blame, but not alone. A sharp word has often checked carly
confidences.  If restoration of one who is overtaken in a faul
needs spirituality in the assembly, there is a similar need in the
home. A code of laws with prison regulations will not befit
that sphere. DBut gracious Hexibility and tenderness must not
hecome favouritism of one. and neglect of others. The parent
must exercise a holy selt-control (Gal. 5. 22-24). The inspired
criticism of David shows rhe tender and winsome way which
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should often be illustrated. “ Why hast thou done so? (1
Kings 1. 6). Yet the parent must maintain dignity, and can-
not explain cverything. Eli honoured his sons above God, when
he excused sin, and when he restrained them not (1 Kings 2. 29,
3. 13'). The firmness must be constant. not variable. And the
restrictions must be with love's sorrow, not with bitterness. The
manner often provokes more than the mat/er. How we need
the enabling of the Holy Spirit. In this sphere also, believers
are not sufficient to think anything as of themsélves.

These thoughts remind us of the assembly. and of all
our dealings with fellow beticvers. © With all lowliness and
meckness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love ~ is
God's appointment immediately after the references to heavenly
places, and our priviieges in Christ with which [Ephesians 1-3
are filled (4. 2, ¢f. Col. 3. 12-14). e stil) »eed such for-
bearance of one another. Privilege does not remove all the
angles: there are great responsibilitics. We must never pro-
voke (Gal. 5. 28), except to love and good works (Heb. 10. 24)!
How many a believer has been © discouraged " by another, when
he, or she, ought to have been cncouraged. And it was ail
unintentional. But the cause was lack of communion. RBoth
were to blame, but just now we think of the one whose manner
tended to ignore the gold because of the dross, and to turn
aside the feet (Heb. 12. 13) instead of washing them. Again
our hearts must realize it is often the manner not the matter,
This message is not a plea for compromise. If one who seems
to be a brother smokes, seek grace to lead him to the Lord's
pathway of glad separation. If a sister is fashionable, another
sister should be found who can lovingly show the spiritual loss.
At least she can “endeavour to show, if, alas, therc is no responsc,
the heart must not despair, vet it must be pained. Strange
it is that children of God are willing to pain one another by their
lllfeness to the world. Let the feet be washed : at any rate. let
this be our prayerful aim, but let the manner be E:onsta'ntly
gentle and humble, never provocative. And specially one
thinks of those who may wish to please the Lord though their
methods have much that causes grief. and that prevents any
identification. The paralle! is not cxact with that of a parent.
but we have a nearness to all who seem to be His, and
appear to be “one another.” and cannot love sometimes help
such without unwise discouraging ? Godly proportion and
balance are needed, especially it may be, by those who think
they have it, or by those who see the disproportion of others.
But let our first thought be God's glory and praise for what He
has wrought in others. and our second thought. “ What is my
need ? " and then let us seek grace to grow in grace. and to
help others. for our Heavenly Father can meet our need, and
will, as we are in a ready and willing and humble condition
before Him. in the Holy Spirit.
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A Brief Bible Study.

“The king shall do according to his will.”  Daniel 11. 36,
A wondrous contrast: — Lo I come, to do Thy will.”
Hebrews 10. 7, 9.
“If any man will to do His will, he shall know of the doc-
trine.” John 7. 17.
“ Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My
Father Which is in hecaven.” Matthew 7. 21.
“Whosoever shall do the will of My Father Which: is in heaven,
the same is My brother and sister and mother.”
Matthew 12. 50.
“He that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”
1 John 2. 17,
“So is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to
silence the ignorance of foolish men.” 1 Peter 2. 15.
“Ye have nced of patience that, after ye have done the will

of God, ve might receive the promise.” Hebrews 10. 36.
“ As the servants of Christ. doing the will of God from the
heart.” Ephesians 6. 6.

* The flesh desireth against the spirit; but the spirit against
the flesh, that ye may not do the things that ye would.”
(i.e. the spirit restraining from the fwlfilling of the desires
of the flesh). Galatians 5. 16, 17.

“To will is present with me; but how to perform that which
is good I find not.” Romans 7. 18.

(lumbling sense of failure in God's sight).

“ It is God Which worketh in you both to will and to do. -
of His good pleasure.” Philippians 2. 13,

“Teach me to do Thy will; for Thou art my God: Thy Spirit
is good; lead me into the land of uprighteousness.”

Psalm 143. 10.

“The God of peace. That brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do His will. working in you that which
is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to
Whom be glory for ever and cver. Amen.” '

Hehrews 13. 20, 21.

It is easy to rcjoice in circumstances and to imagine we
are rejoicing in the Lord. So He sometimes permits a sudden
reversal to show us where our jov really is.
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* Show how great things God hath done unto thee
Mark 8. 39.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

G()D is gracious, and [aithinl. He is able to make all grace
abound (2 Cor. 9. 8). Il'e little realize the fulness of Iis
sufficiency, uwor the sufficiency He is willing and waiting to
give. Faith lays hold of His promises, and ventures fto enjoy
His sufficiency. T'he fuller the f[faith, the fuller can be -the
receiving: but there may (and will) be irials Lo cast us more
on God, that we may not trusi to our faith but to Him. Ads
soon as we make our jaith central, we miss the true meaning of
spiritual Jaith. 1Uhen there is simplicity of Wependence on
God, we shall realize © how great things ™ He has donre, and
will do. _lnd then it is our privilege to make kuoion (Ps. 66.
16). M'e would declare (in ways He las appointed, see dlark
1. 45) that whick is beyond our declaring in full (Ps. 40. 5),
lo the praise of HLis glory. May these pages fhelp in this
service and kelp Jellow believers to this “attitude.
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Should a Believer Belong to a
Co-operative Society ?

M ANY children of God have never thought of this question.
They have felt that in “hard times™ it is their duty
to buy as cheaply as possible, and there have scemecd to be
real advantages in the sharing of profits, which they felt
they could not forego. But it is refreshing to be assured that
many are willing to consider prayerfully the subject. if brought
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Lefore them simply for the glory of the Cne Whose Nume
they bear. This vpen attitude of heart s pleasing to Llim,
We have all illustrated Joshua 9. 14 again and again in the
past,—‘ The men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel
at the mouth of the Lord.” May we rcalize henceforth that
God is willing to guide in ewerything, and that His written
words contain principles to deal with everything, and that
everything may be made a matter of “prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving.” ;

Some have suggested that such subjects arc_trlvia], and
that we should rather be occupied with the salvation of souls,
But does not this ignore the way that the Lord Jesus spent
most of His earthly life in the background, and that ‘: least
commandments ” are important ‘Matt, 5. 19° ? Our _I<athcr
seeth in secret. If we put aside obedience in little things, a
Jittle leaven will leaven the whole lump, and wc shall soon
undo much of our testimony for the salvation of souls. Nothing
is small that pleases God. and if anything is against His will
it should be gladly given up. It is not a question of the
size of the action before men, but rather its attitude towards
our Lord. It is true that some think that these matters should
be left to personal opinion, but if helievers arc members ane
of another, such concern is not interference.  Surely there
should be a loving interest. A small splinter may cause a
festering wound and affect the whole body. It was only i
little thing when Adam ate the fruit 'of the tree of knowledge,
and only a little thing when Ulzza touched the ark. Will the
heart that minimizes the privilege of pleasing God in every-
thing go forward spiritually ¢

It may be felt by not a few that we can hardly expect
Scripture to direct in all “details.” Co-operative socletics
are new. How can ancient Scriptures say anything about
them ? This standpoint would seem to be at variance with
all acknowledgment of inspiration. and to forget that_nothmg
is fresh to God, and He wrote (as 1 Cor. 9. 10 reminds us)
for His people who live long afterwards. Furthermore the
principles of His will are ever the same, are they not ? Hence.
remembering the precious words * The meek will He gm(}(:
in judgment; and the meek will He teach His way” .(Ps. 25.
9). shall we, if we love Him. prayerfully seek His will, with
open and trustful minds and with humbie and expectant hearts

The fundamenta! thought that searches a believer's heart
is, “1If | share the profits, am I not a partncr ?." _'Many,
rightly weighing the Uoly Spirit's words in 2 Corinthians 6.
14-18. would refuse the uncqual yoke with one unbelieving
partner, but is the rclationship justifiable it there are pan):
Surely this Scripture makes clear to a disciple of Christ the
plain  path of separation from a limited fiability company¥
and a co-operative socicty alike. The fact that the latter 15
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not a financier's arrangement, affecting large amounts, does not
make it essentially different, nor does the inclusion of some
hundreds who own Christ’s precious Name in the membership
alter the fellowship with many who are mot His. And it may
be added, the holy principle now before us would lead a
believer outside trade unions and bencfit societies also, attracted
by the love of Christ and His will. The Holy Spirit thus draws
the Lord's recdecmed together. The path may be narrow, but
has He not used this word (Matt. 7. 14)?

It may be thought that we cannot live such a life in the
twenticth century, but did not our Lord know what our cir-
cumstances would be?  Some cliikdren of Goc confuse buying
and selling with © partnership.” I we obtain or dispose of
goods there is i appointed payment for ithe expenses of the
seller. since all Jabour is worthy of recompense (1 Tim. 5. 18).

" This is #ot the sliding scale of partnership. Furthermore, some

have confused taxation bascd on central or local expenses, and
have thought we are thereby made partners. But taxation is
not voluntary: we do not pay to meet the expenses, but
because Government arranges, and God has declared that we
arc to fulfil the financial demands of the government under
which He has placed us (Rom. 13. 6, 7). Possibly some readers
will further suggest, “If you show any kindness, you co-
operate.” But does not this quite miss the point ?° I'may (and
should) give kindness to a man whose beast has fallen beneath
its load (Ex. 23. 5), and may feed one who takes the.
attitude of an enemy, but in “ partnership’ I possess a part or
portion of a unity, and have a right to a share in the profits.
And this cannot please God.

In the Old Testament, God emphasized the danger of links
with the inhabitants of Canaan [e.g. Deut. 7. 3, 4, Jud. 2. 2},
and though there was not the special separation of the heavenly
calling in those days, there were preparatory hints, and the
child of God does well to realize that we are called “strangers
and pilgrims” (1 Pet. 2. 11), and that the principle of the
words “only in the Lord ” (1 Cor. 7. 39} is far reaching, and
helpful.

* To many of the Lord's people these Divine appointments
are at once decisive, and nothing need be added. The Holy
Spirit applies the written words, and love is eager to obey.
But it may be helptul in giving a reason for our attitude, with
humility (for we were no better than others in ourselves), to
explain more fully that partnership involves varied responsibili-
ties. What thoughtful child of God would wish to be respousible
for the arrangements of a socicty run by men of this world,
and animated by the spirit of the age? Our standpoint weust
be changed if we are in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5. 17). The
attitude as to “success T and *Althy lucre” must be quite
altered. How many co-operative societies have a tobacconist’s
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licence, and display deplorable fashions, etc.? Should a
belicver be a tobacconist? A member of a co-operative
society #s, in reality, whatever he may think, even as a share-
holder in a railway runs pleasure excursions on the Lord’s
Day. Some. too, would feel exercised, and rightly so, as to
Christmas trade and the hot-cross buns of a co-operative
bakery. And the more tender we are (2 Chron. 34. 27) the
more things we shall find that we would not tolerate if the
shop was simply *our own.” Why then remain in partner-
ship? * Labels” and * advertisements,” moreover, are often
quite unsatisfactory. The writer remembers a co-operative
society sccking a “clever " advertisement by trifling  with
Scripture, especially with the record of Genesis regarding the
entrance of sin and death into the world. The iloly Spirit
never leads to fellowship in other men's sins (1 Tim. 5. 22).

It may be suggested that partnership should. and would,
Jead to rcforms, but the believer will soon discover that Lot
in the gatc can do far less than Abraham the pilgrim, to say
nothing of the time spent in such activity instead of using it
in the things of God. Yet a “sleeping " partnership, as we
have scen, 1s equally indefensible, Rather let us go forth to
our Lord from both evils, even to our risen Lord without the
camp (Heb. 18. 183), although it still mecans bearing His re-
proach, and being counted foolish for His sake (1 Cor. 4. 10).

And surely we can trust Him. He ‘Who made the barrel
of meal and the cruse of oil to last is the Same to-day. We
need not go down to Egypt to make both ends meet. Let us
sather realize the principle of “Bring ye all the tithes into the
storchousc " (Mal. 3. 10), and “ Seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and His rightcousness, and all these things shall be added
unto you " (Matt. 6. 33). The believer who trusts the Lord,
and obedicntly gives unto Him. will have wherewith to give,
whercas the family of Eli will come and crouch for a morsel
of bread (1 Sam. 2. 36). The Lord remains living and is
worthy of trust. as thousands have proved, and still prove.
* lesus Christ the Same . . . to-day.”

" We have not yet spoken of the * political ” standpoint of
many co-operat.ve soc.eiies, although Christians need to remem¢
ber that their Lord said. “ My kingdom is not of this world,”
nor of the way in which centralizing, 'whether of league of
nations, or of amalgamations, or of universal providers, or of
** co-operatives,” must tend in the same direction. "The bud
we sce 1ow: the blossom will be in the days of Antichrist (Rev.
13. 17), and it is not for us to hurry those days. Rather, let
us “ risk " the loss of doubtful gain, even as we shun ‘' uncer-
tain riches,” and continue the appointed path bf humbly
buying what we need, not seeking to become part-proprietors
of a large organization, nor to meet our problems with our
our wisdom (Prov. 23. 4),. The peace of heart which God
desires His people to have is to be found in His way, and if
the plan of faith, and heavenly investment, which the Holy
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Spirit marks out in Scripture were gladly and quickly followed,
there would be a delightful witness to the unsaved, which would
show that believers were not out for gain or self, but graciously
attached to their Lord, and concerned for His glory, as they
look for His Coming, rejoicing in it as “that blessed Hope "
(Tit. 2. 12, 13).

One word, in closing, may minister His blessing. 1 do not
ask anyone to act on another's faith, but, as soon as the Lord's
will is seen, remembering that whatsoever is not of faith is
sin (Rom. 14. 23}, sha!l we not all make haste and delay not
(Ps. 119. 60) that Hc may be glorified, and that the Holy
Spirit may not be grieved (1<ph. 4. 30) ? And our Father will
not fail to grant His approval: He has never overtaxed loving
faith, nor overlooked the love of one obedient, trustfal heart,

The Parables of the Debtors.
(Continued).

The solemn words, “ His Lord was wroth,” reminds of
2 Chronicles 32, 25. It is not a question of eternal wrath, nor
of penal anger. God's spotless holiness cannot, in any rela-
tionship, excuse sin, nor can He, consistently with perfection,
be aught but angry against unholiness. The base ingratitude
of the one forgiven could not be rightly overlooked, The
term “ Father" does not exclude fatherly anger, it only ex-
cludes that which is penal. A home is not a sphere of weak
indulgence. Chastisement is beautiful, but the sin that necessi-
tates it is ugly. The servant was delivered to the tormentors
“ till he should give back all that was due.” Observe there is
no reference to the Lord Jesus Christ, on the future Judgment
Seat, pronouncing as to His people's works in the day of His
coming, though that view is deeply important and solemnizing
(Matt. 25. 19-23). Here we have a present dealing, and the
holy parallel of 1 Corinthians 5 shows that a believer may
be delivered to tormentors. The word “¢kaf,” in the context
there, is impressive,—‘‘ 7/%at¢ the spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus™ (1 Cor. 5. 3). Compare “tkat we
should not be condemned with the world” (1 Cor. 11. 32),
“ that they may learn not to blaspheme ” (1 Tim. 1. 20). In
each case we see a purpose of mercy to those confessing
Christ’s name.

To read into Matthew 18 the handing back of the already
once-forgiven debt is, I repeat, quite contrary to the passage.
The noun “debt” of verse 32 is xof repeated, nor the other
word of verse 27. Notice it was ‘‘ZZa? debt.” But in verse
34 it is ““all that which is being owed™ (prescut participle).
The hundred pence is the outstanding account, and the same
word is used in verse 30, as if to suggest that by rejecting his
fellow-servant's confession and sorrow he became before God
guilty of the very sin he had denounced. It was, as it were,
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no longer viewed as the burden of the other whose confession
had been rejected by his brother. but transferred. from.“ God's
standpoint, to kimself, the rejector. So serious is the eifect of
cherishing an unforgiving spirit. ) ]

The Divinely appointed principle is. © By this shall all
men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to
another,” and the omission is dangerous. 'I‘he Lord Jesus
does not merely say, “ So shall My Hea\'enlydb ather Flo to you
if ye takc your fellow-servant by the throat, but, © it ye for-
give not.” Nor will an outward form of 10rg1v¢‘ne‘s§ suffice,
to keep up reputation.  The inspired words are. © I'rom your
hearts.”  Surely God's truth is practical, and the parables arc
searching.  Let us not seek to blunt their edge, It is not
enough 1o know how to interpret the parables. we must seck to
live them out, in accord with the fruit of the Spirit, wlnch_ is
* love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meckness, self control.” . .

But it may be said, " Where do we see this to-day?’ 1
grant that the manifest Jiuz of action and consequence, which
we behold in the case of Nadab and AT_JIhu, and, at .the
outset of the present dispensation, in Ananias and Sapphira,
is not always made so evident. But what if we have
here the key to many of our experiences?  Though the
Lord Jesus may not assert that the Father would always work
in exactly the same way openly, (“ to you” has a primary force),
we may generally see His purposes for the present age.

(If the Lord will, to be continued.)

- - rain. be-

31 would emphasize this more fully as to nervous overstrain, be
cause the Lord’s honour is involved so frequently m a manifest
way. This stimulates to expectant, yet humble, prayer.

Thoughts on the Appointed Time for
the Lord’s Supper.

(1).—Has not the Holy Spirit Himself detinitely suggested
the name * The Lord's Swupper,” whereas another word \\'ould
be used for a meal at another time of the day (Luke 14 ]i") ?
should we not, therefore, need His Own warrant for changing
the time ? And have we this ?

(2).—Are not the approved Seriptural exal‘uples u_f the
“breaking of the bread ' associated with the evening ? D!d not
the Lord Jesus appoint it then (Mait. 26, 20, 26, 29y, aud did not
the disciples come together to break bread then (Af:ts 20. 7)?
Have we other examples, or even one example, of His 'q.pproval
of a gathering with this object on the Lord’s Day morning 7 Is
not the burden of proof for any change resting heavily upun tlmsv.
who make it, and how will they answer the arguments of
Romanism as to tradition and development ?

(3).—Has not God been pleased fo bring befure us I.}u-
morning of the first day in more than one Scripture, wn‘h
emphasis on a distinct use of it? In John 20 e have the Lord’s
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resurreclion, and His revealing of Himself to Mary (Mark 16. 9).
Must we not say that lis dealings with His people were indi-
vidual, and in little groups, rather than in houses, till the even-
ing ? And in Acts 2—another first day---are not the suints said to
be together for prayer and then witness in the morning (verse 15),
but have we anything as to the Lord’s Supper ? Is not the morn-
ing passed over in Acts 20,* with regard to the hreaking of hread ?
And is therc not a purpose in all the record that God has gra-
ciously given ? 1t is always a privilege to be together for prayer,
and for searching the Scriptures, but do we not need His
definite  instructions as to special arrangements, if we are
disciplelike ?

(4).—Does not the Holy Spirit lay a stress on the ‘‘night*
in 1 Corinthians 11. 23 ?  This would mot prove anything
of itself, but it seems a ‘‘danger signal ' when any plead for
changing the Lord's Supper. The symbolism may be His
message—it is night around—but spiritual lessons do not exclude
obedient simplicity (the doctrine of haptism dces not make literal
immersion unnecessary}. 1t is well to observe in the gatherings
of Revelation 2 and 3 /" the Lord’s Day™ 1. 9°, He is in the
glory (Rev. 1. 16), but His people have night-symbols {lamp-
stands, stars). Tlere are no accidents in God's words.

(5).—Was not the Passover type arranged with a view {u
the work of Christ, and His will for this dispensation ? Was its
hour unimportant, and is the Holy Spirif's language in the pre-
paratory words of Luke 22. 14 unmeaning ?

(6).—Is it not a fact that we find the Lord’s Supper relegated
to the morning in an ancient document, which uses also the word
“sacrament,” or military oath (Pliny's Letfer to Trajan), in a
way that suggests the gradual departure from Scripture sim-
plicity, in accord with the warnings recorded in the Acts and
Epistles ?

(7).—Must not the question be lovingly asked, I7"Zy should
we change? Is not the wwderlying reason oftentimes an in-
dication of human wisdom, or unwillingness to be thought
peculiar ? Why should we wish to change ? Shall possible con-
venience decide ? Then shall we not also omit baptism, and
likewise use individual cups ? Should we not rather seek to be
as simple as possible in what the Scriplures set forth, and not
endeavour to find if we can make a variation? The man who
* The suggestion that this was Saturday evening, scems contrary 1o

God's teaching as to the resurrection: and what warrant for it is
found in the passage?® or what hint at all> The parallel with
Christ’s revelation of Himsclf on the Lord’s Day evening in John
20. 19 is surcly suitable to all the context. The fact that John'-
gospe!l does NOT recken time from evening to morning, at least
after ch. 13. 1 fsee 19, 140 has a helpful hearing for thoughtful
believers.

To draw inferences. without clear Scripture is not a believer's pre-
rogative. \We would all realize that we may infer wrongly. But to
find illustration of that which has been revealed. and to draw
inferences against that which alters Tlis revelation. would scem to
be Scriptural, and humble.
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wishes to seg how Far he can stretch a law has a debater’s mind
not a disciple’s, May not this thought apply 7

(8).—Do we not mourn the general departure from the Lord's
will to-day ? Is it not a fact that the foreshadowed *leavening '’
of the Lord's meal has included elaborate buildings, and ritual,
the taking of religious tiiles which He expressly disapproved,
the varying of baptism, and of symbols at the Lord's supper ?
is it not therefore clear that there is an organized plan
throughout, of which the human instruments are unconscious ?
Should we not be on our guard against this subile aim of the
enemy ? Should we not on this very account cherish our Lord’s
words more and more simply ? We shall never regret child-like
obedience, and love's responsiveness, It is natural to argue, but
spiritual to obey.

(9).—How can we take the encouraging words ‘‘as oft as ye
drink,” and “eat,” in 1. Corinthians 11. 25, 26 to approve a
“‘change ** from the Holy Spiril’s own word “Supper ™ ? Is there
not a reason why we do not read “as often as ye w///?"—Con~
trast the only other occurrence of the word in Revelation 11. 6.
Once, when paying a weekly rental, T was approached with this
passage, and I asked if “as often as you payv vour rental, I will
give you a receipt,”” gave me the right to alter the already ap-
pointed frequency,—or words fo this effect.  Does not this idiom
simply declare (u) that frequency is approved and (b) that two
actions synchronize ~~'‘ve eat —‘ve show the Lord's death.”
Do we not need grace to avoid any mode of reascning that we
should not adopt in any other connexion, and which, moreover,
would cause us pain, and even appear to be quibbling, if used by
any opposiug God’s precious doctrine > O for grace not io catch
at any straws to help a theory, hut to love the Lord enough to be
increasingly disciplelike.

If believers are, by grace, enabled to weigh these thoughts in
the balances of the Sanctwary, and to come to the conclusion
that the Holy Spirit has emphasized “ the Lord's Supper ** with
a purpose, should we not be brought down together, before our
gracious Heavenly Father in confession of sin, (our own and
His people’s generally), and should we not seek to come together
seeking “‘a right way ** (Ezra, 8 21) that we may yet please our
beloved Lord as we expectanily wait for His Coming ?

Correspondence, to God's glory, concerning His will, and con-
cerning the removal of any arrangements which are not from
Him, is welcomed. And let there he much humility with us all,
and much tenderness to others, and avoidance of all bhitterness.
Moreover, lot grare be sought to be occupied with Hiin Who died
for us, and Whea is our exalled Lored in the glory, occupied with
Him Whom we would obev rather than with onr obedience.  The
Holy Spirit never divects to self, but to Christ,

Norman, Hopper & Co., Ltd., Printscs, Boloyn Castls, Upt:nrr;k. n::;.
Copies from Meeting Room: 61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, London, E.7

Correspondence welcome. . "Phone: Maryland 2196.
No telephone messages received on the Lord’'s Day.

VOL. XXX, No. 6. JUNL, 1932, FREE.

The Student

of Scripture.

Edited by Percy W. Heward.

L

-

“Auoall thy ways acknoioledge Him. and e shall di '
palhs.”  Proverbs 3. 6. . o shalt direct MJ‘

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

]? ENl" werses are better known among believers than the onec

gbmw. and vet ko much more fully might we, and should
o, ///.m/m/r' faith in Iis words. 1] we have tasted that the
/‘om'. I8 geacious, we may cxpect  wondrons things ™ in all our
rﬂ{ﬂ/mﬂs/n'/) to Him. [ do nol speak necessarily of wondrons
things before God: many of the lreasures of a lrustful heart
(uould seem nothing lo the worldling.  Rut men saso o wmjeﬂr
in the Lord J[esus. God is graciously willing to prove His
faithfulness ( Hal. 3. 10), and Psalm 25. 8 is not merely a cowple
o/_ senfences.  Believers should be joined together in fheart, and
mind. and judgment (1 Cor. 1. 10). . Do we EXPECT such a
rewiving?  Strangely it is possible lo exercise faith in one way
and lo be distrustful in another: but appropriating jaith is war.
ranted by God's own promise, when we have such words as
these.  Butl are we quiet enongh lo hear His voice, and neek

;ng;/,q// lo jollow Mis will? The Holy Spirit wever leads lo
pride.
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The Parables of the Debtors.
(Continued).
1 Corinthians 11. 32 gives a parallel testimony. ™ When we
are judged. we are chastened of the Lord, t4as we should not

be condemned with the world.” The same righteousness
shines out, albeit there is no condemnation to those in Christ
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Jesus. Yet this never excuses sin. 1 Peter 4. 17 helps our
prayerful thought.- We at once begin to learn a very 1m[{ortaqt
principle with regard to physical chastisements, an'cl were it
not that some dear suffering ones quite mistake God's gracious
purpose therein, one might speak more fully as to mental trials,
with their torment and strain. The belgever is not normally to
be in this condition. Truly there is deliverance to God's glory.
But let not the one who is free from such anguish look down
on his fellow-believer. His own failures may b:e greater, though
the chastisement may be of another kind. Yet it 1s all pern
mitted in love. Do not occupy yourself with the strain, but
confess failure and sin, and look up to your gracious Heaveniy
Father, for His way out.3 The first though} in connexion with
physical illness is not “ I must get a doctor, but “ 1 would ﬁt;'xd
out why the Lord has permitted.” He is not a tormentor, but
He overrules all, and allows the tormentors, for our lu_xmbhpg_
\Why are we not more responsive to His hints, and to His loving
rebukes 7

There are more tormentors than one, and the torment has
various aspects. \We may, at first, shrink .frorr} the Pworcl, but
can we doubt that it was torment in'1 Corinthians 5! Can '\\'P'
regard the trials of a believer, that oppress him, as sent b)]
God directly, apart from his conc;htmq? Surely the Scriptura
view is that He permits these in w'lsdom‘(Acts 10. 38), to
bring us to Himself. The messenger of Satan that buﬂ?‘ted
Paul was that he might not be lifted up. The words all
that was due unto him,” may be the hundred pence wh_1ch were
‘really due to “him,” yet there may also be the precious hint
“unto Him,” for the believer is notZ sold to the tormentors, nor
does he render to Zkem. In law we cannot give God that which
we should: our only resting place is the .ﬁ'mshed work of
Christ, but in the sphere of love's responsibility He allows
chastisement to continue az#7l therc has been the appo:.me(!
fendering unto Him. Aspects may be different. but, inasmuch u
Job's lips failed so grievously after the trial began. it \\a:;
continued until he spoke of God the thing that was right, an]
until he prayed for his friends (42. 7. 10). There is n wealth
of meaning here. . .

And what shall be the fruit of our meditation? bhall'\\'t"
not sec God’s hand in af/ our circumstances, and, thanklm?:
Him, acknowledge that He is righteous?  Shall we not le
that our attitude to our brethren affects much of our lives. anc
our enjoyment of relationship to our Father? Shall ‘we 'nnll
learn His approval of a forgiving spmt'.(Mark 11. 25), ‘11}('
seek grace against any other feeling? .bhall we not glonr)t
His Name by making manifest our gratltude;Aff)—r:Hls so grea

i i -erstrain, be-
3] would emphasize this more fully as to nervous overs ., be
cause the Lord’s honour is involved so frequently in a manifes!
way. This stimulates to expectant, yet humble, prayer,
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love? Thus will Christian testiimony be more consistent and
the witness of John 13. 35 (“ By this shall all men know
that ye are My disciples ") shine forth among His beloved
people. “ Shouldest not thou also?” will thus become an under-
current. and more than an undercurrent, in the enabling of the
Holy Spirit, in our believing lives, to the praise of Him Who
hath redeemed and delivered us from the wrath to come.

The parabolic message of Luke 7. 41, 42 has the same
precious unveiling of grace as that just pondered, though the
circumstances, and, to some extent, the standpoint may be con-
trasted. We have here two debtors, but, unlike the two sons
clsewhere, both are brought into blessing. There is but One
Creditor, just as in Matthew 18. But the aspects of a king's
power. and of His subjects, and of right to punish, are not
here before us.  The sin is owned, but the flegal and judicial
liability of the debt are not the primary thought, although thesc
must never be forgotten. HHow many are the views of sin, as a
crimel, a clisease, an uncleanness, and so forth: and God's grace
1s yet more manifestly * many-sided.” to meet every need of the
guilty sinner.

It we may anticipate, we see that one special lesson here is
low: to tlim Who freely forgives (verse 4). The solemn mes-
sage ' Shouldest not thou also ? ” and our relationship to fellow
believers is rather the message in Matthew. It is true that love
to Him means love to His people, but so slow are we to learn
the various fruits of grace that we praise God for a different
relative emphasis in different passages, that our hearts may be
stirred to know and love Him more.

In both Scriptures the utter pennilessness and dire need
uf the debtor are seen. And in both there is no merit; no
works are recorded to help secure the forgiveness. Mercy is
absolutely free. The word “ frankly forgave” is from the root
of grace, and occurs in Ephesians 4..32 and Colossians 2. 13.
We shall never lay too much stress on grace. Its uninfluenced
free bounty to those who deserve nothing is to call forth our
tullest and eternal praise. And the Lords use of the message
to convict, and thereby bring blessing to Simon, gives us a
fuller insight into the purpose of the gracious record. How
often we fail to realize that we were “ by nature children of
wrath cven as others.” How often we overestimate our love.
How often we fail to see the real nature of the devotion the
Lord secks and delights to receive. In inoney, Simon’s hos-
pitality may have cost much, but, in reality. the woman’s
devotedness was far larger to her Saviour. In a different
context we find a similar, though distinct, encouragement: the
Lord seeth not as man seeth, and “two mites” are precious,
beyond human valuation, when they are the gift of a heart that
is willing to be stripped of all for Himself. But if we have



44 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

an alabaster box, and bring but two ‘mites, our hypocrisy is
abominable.

We return to the thought of Simon's feast. Hec had “a
house,” and he invited Christ thither. But he needed to see
that nothing was his own, nothing could he have done accept-
ably had not grace laid hold, and till he was forgiven. And
the silver pence of the debt remind us that we owe that which
our Redeemer pays. Silver, as in the tabernacle sockets, is
often a reminder of redemption: and we could not redeem
ourselves. We had not even one penny or a part thereof.
“ Nothing to pay.” What wonderful grace have we rcceived.
We shall never tire of grace when we reach glory.

Five hundred is ten times fifty. The multiples of five
with respect to “ debt parables ” are impressive, for the number
“five” speaks of God's manifestation of Himself and par-
ticularly of faz (ten commandments on two tables).and gruce
The altar of burat offering, picturing Christ’s life when madc
under the law, was foursquare with its * five " cubits. Yet
after ten thousand talents, five hundred pence scem small.
Why the change? The standpuint is different. In Matthew
18 we behold sin from God's standpoint, and His holy esti-
mate. Here we seem to sec particularly the believers’ per-
ception and realization of it. And this is part of the key to
verse 47. At first it would seem =as if 'that verse had two
difficulties. Yet they are both radiant with the light of the
Lord's love when understood in any measure.

The first difficulty is that the forgiveness seems to be the
response to the woman's much love, and the second that it
appears at the outset to be better to have mwck that needs for-
giveness. The question of verse 42 plainly shows that Christ’s
thought is of love as the fruit of forgiveness. At once we
realize the evidential ** for.” It is not common, but is, never-
theless, quite clear. ' Her sins arc forgiven ™ this is plain,
and the cvidence is * she loved much.” Cf. " This is gold.
for it does not change under that test,” “ They said Paul was
a god in Acts 28. 6, éecawse the viper did not injure him.”
i.e., “the evidence being,” &c. This is a help in John 3. 18.
because sinners are judged for all their sins. even before they
hear the gospel. as other Scriptures show (Rom. 1. 18-20, 12).
The explanatory *for” or * because’ is somewhat similar,
and illustrates how carefully cach passage should be pondered
in its context; 1 Cor. 10. 5, Matthew 13.,17 (* For I say ),
Mark 5. 42, 1 Cor. 11. 26. Note also John 12, 39. Therce is
often a wondrous fulness in inspired language, and so wc sve
that the forgiveness causes the love, and this love leads to the
consciousness of forgiveness. The order of Christ's words
brings this out.

(If the Lord will, to be continued.)
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“That I May Know Him.”

“That I may know //im"—this is first: * and the power
of His resurrection,”—here is the precious fruit of communion
appointed. It wc seek to know the power of His resurrection
apart from Himself. we find self becomes the centre, and owr
use of the power becomes more to us than His glory. Thirdly.
“the fellowship of His sufferings,” in contrast with the exalta-
tion and reputation which the {lesh seeks in connexion with
power. \We remember the words of Colossians 1, ** Strengthened
with all might. according to llis glorious poier.—uwnto all
paticnce.” God's thoughts are not man's thoughts. The fellow-
ship of His sufferings is not possible till we know something
of the power of His resurrection. \We reach His life of
rejoction fromv the resurrection standpoint.  Not His substitu-
tion. and unique suffering in death, but His sufferings in life
are here before us.  An unattractive life. except to faith. God
graciously hedges up the path that it may be for His own
people, and not for those who desire a nominal association
with Him. “ Being made conformable unto His death ™
again we sec there 1s no share in His finished substitutionary
work, but a cowformity to His death on the cross, despised and
cast out by men; and thus it is written, ** | have been crucitied
with Christ " (Gal. 2. 20). But that is not the goal. the glory
with IHim is in That Day: * If by any mcans [ might attain
unto the resurrection from among the dead.”

The Love of God.

How wondrous is the love of God. © Charity.” in present-
day English, may mean the giving of wmuch, but it does not
reveal the heart or motive of the giver: *love " makes known
the attitude within. And God has unveiled His love. And
that love is unspeakable with a Gift unspeakable (2 Cor. 9. 15).
If He had given something great words might express the
bounty, but He gave His beloved Son. There can be no com-
parison with this Gift. Creation cost God nothing: ** He spake,
and it was done; He commanded and it stood fast.” If He
commands, everything must stand fast, and continuc day by
day according to Ilis ordinances. But redemption cost God
more than * cverything.” THe gave the Son of His love, and
gave Him for sinners, and gave Him up to judgment in their
stead.  And, in [is cqual love, redemption cost the Lord Jesus
more than words can tell,  He upholds all things by the word
of His power. But redemption is not by the word of His
power. There must be the bearing of wrath, which to the
Holy One meant more than we can ever say. Nevertheless He
bore it. And our hearts, caused by the Holy Spirit to wonder
and rejoice, can only say, with worshipping gratitude, © Herein

is lowe, '
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‘* Enoch walked with God after he begat
Methuselah.’’ Genesis 8. 22.

‘““ From thence, when his father was dead, he
removed him into this land.” Acts 7. 4.

UR homes are oiten the test. The Thermopyla decision is
found there. [If we lose the battle there, !ww can we
expect to gain it outside 2 It is important to realize that God
uses a crisis, though we dare not depend on a succession of
criscs. Let us ask Him to sanctify to us everything c.\:t::aur(.l-
inary, but let us look to Him for grace to find rich blessing in
that which is ordinary and common. A crisis may be used to
save a man's life physically, but he needs daily food for its
sustenance.  Crises can never take the place of abiding in
Christ and feeding on Him. Special meetings are not to be
our tonic. but daily scasons with God in the power of the [Holy
Spirit.

We are not told that Enoch walked with God one day
before Methuselah was born; we have no suggestion that he
hesitated to walk with God afterwards. The birth of his son was
God's message to his soul.  How heleul Q. message may he
given to Delievers to-day in simil_a_r circumstances. The re-
sponsibility of recciving a youny life to train for God, amid a
ruined world, is a great ove.  Many look back with regret as
they behold the inclination of boyhvod and girlhood toward
the world, developed yet more in young manhood and woman-
hood, -with regret, aye. repentance, because t‘hey lacked faith,
and consistent inworldliness to claim for God and keep to
His will in babyhood and childhood. Tf ever there was a need
for young parents to be as Enoch and walk with God. it s
to-day. .

If Dbirth was God's testimony to Enoch, death was His
further witness to Abraham. Not that the believing life beg,:an'
then. Long before this the Lord had spoken, and a 'll‘alf-\’\ay_
journey had been taken, but only half-way. There is a vast
difference between Genesis 11, 31 and 12. 5, “ They went forth
from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan, and
they came unto Haran and dwelt there.” “ They went forth
to go into the land of Canaan; end into the land of Canaan
they came.” May we not need the strain of bereavement to
make us willing to follow the Lord’s _wnll more fully! May we

not need the reminder of failure in Genesis 13. 7. 8, to awaken

us to a yet deeper sense of simple obedien‘c‘:el‘ Lot Lelonged to
his “father's house,” and Abraham * took” him (Gen. 12. 5).
God took Abraham (Jos. 24. 3). Abra.ham_waf called (Heb.
11. 8), and thus obeyed. “ Lot went with hlr‘n (Gen. 12. 4).
We do not read of a responsive obedience. Surely every word
of Scripture speaks to an awakened heart.
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'* This city is near to flee to, and it is a little
one," (Genesis 19. 0.}

‘‘Let about two or three thousand men g0 up

and smite Ai . .. for they are but few.”
(Joshua 7. 3.)

HESE two verses, concerning small cities, have a1 mess-
age for us to-day. We need grace to ask for God's will,
and according to His will alone. In the second passage
Israel acted with human wisdom, and soon found that numbers
did not decide. God's presence can make an Abraham
stronger than a king of Babylon, aye, stronger than a king
of mations and his confederates, even as God's enabling
grace can cmpower Gideon’s three hundred against & mighty
host. The fundamental question must ever be, Can we say
God is with us? Are we in the line of His will, and in' com-
munion with Him?

The earlier verse is striking, because Abraham, the man of
faith, “asked " for the cities of the plain, in dependence upon
Gcod, and they were not spared. He did not ask beyond
certain limit. At least he sought to bhe within God's will,
Lot, who had wandered. received his request for Zoar. But
we find no c¢ncouragement. Lot feared to remain in the city
and dwelt in a cave. The man who drew back from a tent,
and settled in a house in the cities of the plain, became home-
less. Thus our failures bear painful fruit. But his request
for Zoar was heard. God is gracious. Yet as we hear the
earlier command we are concerned. * Iook not behind thee,
neither stay thou in all the plain: escape o the mountain”
tGren. 19, 17).

We usk ourselves, “ Is it not possible 1o receive our request,
aud 7hereby leanness in our very souls, because we do not ask
God more definitely 4o He would have us pray? "

Ifow beautiful is the comprehensivengss of grace. low
rich and full are God's promises. For example in Psalm 121,
after the stress on the personal note, we have many “ duplica-
tions.”  The Lord weither slumbers, nor sleeps. He 1s not
only Keeper in general. hut also “ /4y Skade upon thy right
hand.” Swx and moow are both restrained. fay and night
are alike to Him in His loving care, He preserves from oll
evil, and preserves the whole person (“thy sonl ). e not
only looks after going owt but also coming in. He does not
forget the present (“this time ), but His love likewise knows
no end (“for evermore™). How refreshing is all this to a
needy believer, God is Faithful, still faithful TO-DAY.
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s jf 1 will that he tarry till I come, what
is that to thee? Follow thou Me”

John 21, 22

E\']".R\' part of every ulletance of Chrisi is a jewel Here we

hnve twelve words in the Holy Spirit’s own Luiguage. T
tolis us we nre ool to know all b 21wl ™ peminds of aur Lord's
precions cwill,”™ and loving interesi, and His right to arrange,
“Phat he ™ shows His walehfulness for as personadly,  “Tarey,”
or “retnain,” brings before us the attitude of His obedient people.
il indicates that He can appoint a tine of waiting, bat will
ot Sl Cleeanie ' expresses o hope, s, by its neaning,
stggests o contrast with death, and, by its tense, the certainty of
“that  RBlessed Hope ™ and its nearness inoour  experieiwe.
“What ? 7 i @ question word o awaken searching of our ways.
“la reminds ns that we arve o be eoncerned as to that which
He directs towards us;—we are 1o he responsive rather than
originative, might we mot say ? " 'Thee™ has the precious

personal application ones more. “Follow © makes elear the
other part of the Christian lile: “waiting 7 iz only one aspect:
these two are entwined spirvitnally.  Theu ™ s an eluphatic

pronoun, thal we may not delay because of cthers, or anly go
with a vrowd, forgetting personal, vet humble, attachiment to the
Lord, concerning His will for us. “Me " is the ali-anthoritative
word, telling us not only of our personal privileges, but of His
own personal affection, and willingness for us fo follow, and His
desire that He Himself should be central in onr life. O that #
inay he so.

The message hrings out strikingly the cuntrast between
death, and the Lord's Coming. It euphasizcs that we are not to
choose, but be ready for His will, and to know that He is arrang-
ing for all HMis people throughout ihe dispensation. Tt indicates
that since we have notl heen told otherwise, it is hefitting fo live
looking for our Lord’s Coming in our lifethne, and He has not
told us that we shall die. The gracious rehulke of cuviosity,
and the indieation that a “‘natural ™ occupation of mind with
the duties of others, will take our mind off following Him, must
not be overlooked. TLoving care for others is distinet, and the
command, “Feed My sheep " inculcates this holy interest in the
same chapter : such activity is His will, and for His sake.
The deduction of the disciples i verse 23 shows how quick we
all are to “draw inferences,” and how easy it is to make a
mistake. May evers “if 7" of onr Lord he as dear to our hearts
as His ‘“‘shall's.”

* \Where two or more English words are needed for the Greek, 1
have used a hyphen between them.
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“dbram departed, as the Lord had spoken wunio him; . .
they went Jorth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the
land of Canaan they came. -nd the Lord appeared unto 4bram

. and there builded he an altar wnto the Ford . . . and
//e' removed . . . and pitched his tent . . . and there he
b/mlded an altar unto the Lord. and called upon the Name of
the Lord. Genesis 12. 4-8.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

/_l Blz,gz}]—»wﬁom, thanks be to (?od,.we know more readily as
_ rakam, because of grace adding © within"—was a man
g/’ . /azt{z and obedience. He jallered sometimes: it was not
till his Jather was dead” that he fully followed the Lord's
call to Canaan. And when famine arrived, he went down into
rgypt, and needed to be brought back * unto the place of the
altar whickh he made there at the first” (Gen. 13. 4). But fu‘r
normat atlitude twas dependence on God and confidence in Him:
Such biographies God has given (0 stimulale our jaith. C 1'.rcz1m.~
stances may change, we may noc be called to go to unolfler
couniry, but we never get beyond the need for jaith's simplicity
and unworldliness. Riches may not be ours in the present dis-
pe;z'salzau, as they were Abrakam’s, and thus our patk may be
caster, but the way in whick ke remained a pilgrim, with every
incentive .(ari:i/zg [from wealtk, and victory over hitkherto vic-
lorious kings) lo seltle down, must awaken ouwr gratitude to
God, and our loving determination that we also will remain
mnworldly pilgrims to-day.
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The privilege of serving the Lord in little things is 1

ar
than the greatest honours of earth, yea, it is ofga diﬂer%‘;‘lt-
character altogether, and infinitely greater.
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Some Gracious Warnings.

“ Take heed to thyself, lest thou make 2 covenant with the
inhabitants of the land " (Exodus 34. 12).

“Ye shall destroy their altars, . . . lest thou make a covenant
with the inhabitants of the land " (Exodus 34. 13-15).

“ They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin
against Me " (Exodus 23. 33). ' _

« Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious
man thou shalt not go: lest thou learn his ways, and get a
snare to thy soul " (Proverbs 22. 24, 25).

“ Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err
from the words of knowledge” (Proverbs 19. 27). !
We are apt to overestimate our strength of character, and

to run into temptation. Is it wise? May we not go_further?

Are we permitted to run such risks? God has, in 1nﬁq1te grace,

brought His people out of the world's Egypt, and given them

rich spiritual possessions. It is for them to own gladly the
separation to which His attracting love invites.

We are influenced by what we tolerate. If we seek to con-
secrate to God the “ best” of Amalek, an Amalekite will rise
against us. We cannot improve on God’s arrangements. We
cannot go on hot coals without being burned. It was to a
godly man that Paul wrote, in the Holy Spirit, “ Take heed
unto thyself ” (1 Tim. 4. 16). We remember how Solomon
was beloved of his God (Neh. 13. 26), and how in wisdom he
surpassed all, yet neither he mor Samson could stand against
“love' that wandered from the Lord! Samson ‘‘loved.” anc'l_
said “ T love thee” (Jud. 16. 4, 156). *‘King Solomon loved
(1 Kings 11. 1): backsliding begins in the affections: hence
the unchanging and unchanged order of the words, “_If ye love
Me, keep My commandments’’ (John 14. 15). It is a joy to
turn men to One Who was essentially the II’/sdom and Poiwver
of God, and Whose love was perfect. “ Holy, harmless, un-
defiled, and separate from sinners,” our beloved Lord watked
this earth, with absolute affection toward the Father.

When Manasseh cast out the images (2 Chron. 33. 15), he
did not, as Josiah, destroy them, and Amon could bring them
back. We need to make a definite separation not only for
our sake, but for the sake of others. \ay this be our attitude
to the glory of God. Let us take heed “ what™ we hear (‘Mar‘k
4. 24), and where we go, and seek those who are the Lord's
friends as ours. x

It is easier to exhort others in circumstances different from
our own, than to become an example, humbly, yet definitely.
when in the same circumstances. To modify God's will
through sympathy is not well-pleasing, but to lose sympathy in
mental application and unloving enforcement of His will 15
equally displeasing, and against His loving will.
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The Parables of the Debtors.
(Continued).

The second ditiiculty 1s met by what we have already seen.
From God's standpoint none owe a little, but all are 10,000
talents in arrears. Thus therc is tremendous scope for the one
who has been least cngulfed in outward sins, to realize his
many evils, yea, ten times five hundred. There is no thought
of blessedness in sin that grace may abound. but the Lord is
dealing with us from the experience-standpeint, and showing
the blessedness of a Awmbling sense of sin. Moreover, with
graciously holy and gentle reproof He shows the danger
threatening those who have not fallen into open sin.  Satan has
temptations suited to all, and he seeks to misuse every © privi-
lege,” against the Lord. This message is of deep importance
to check pride, and to lead to lowliness those brought up in
Christian homes, and to show one aspect of the godly training
needed there, that the wmany advantages may not be counter-
acted by shallowness in the recognition of personal guilt, and
the great sinfulness of seemingly little sins, when great privi-
leges have been granted beyond those of others. The word
“other” signifying of another kind in verse 41 rebukes ouwr
easily nurtured pride, as well as Simon's.

It is important to feecl that none but forgiven debtors can
cver enter heaven. No * merit " will be imagined for a moment
when the praises burst forth " Worthy is the Lamb That was
slain.” But here, and now, do we not need a deeper and
fuller sense of the “ Debt?” God had an original right to
our obedience and devotion, and we rendered nothing. But,
brought to realize this, we adore Him and admire the grace
that has forgiven. And let us observe that the Lord Jesus
emphasizes Zimself as the Creditor. As in other parables, He
is Central. The field belongs to Him. The royal feast is
made for Him. He alone is the Good Shepherd. And thus we
realize that sin is against Him: His Godhead shines before us,
and He would lovingly attract love to Himself. There is no
rival claim to our love, as with God or mammon, for He is
God. Hec never separates Himself from the Father in a way
that would ignore His essential Deity. He emptied and
humbled Himself, but remained Himself. And he seeks not
only our knowledge of a crced, but our personal love. O let
us remember this. His resurrection question rings in our ears
* Lovest thou Me more than these? " and yet again, *‘ Lovest
thou Me ? " And the last book of Scripture sounds forth, near
its beginning, the precious words, “ Unto Him 7%af loveth us,
and loosed us from our sins ™" (Rev. 1. 5). And what, ah, what,
shall be our response to Him to-day ?

Ere we leave this narrative, let us see the gracious stress
on “faith™ and *‘peace’ in verse 50. Must you say, dear
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reader (for it may be there is one who knows not the joy of
forgiveness), that your debt remains a burden? It is well
not to make light of it. Would that there were more tears and
not less. 'Tis the rocky ground hearer that receives with
“earthly joy.” There is joy in heaven over a sinner that
repenteth.  But tears, though precious, are not to shut
out the sunshine of grace. The Lord makes I[lis rainbow
of covenant iove to meet the troubled sinner's eye; and there
is the precious invitation to faith. He demands nothing. He
gives all.  Frank forgiveness is His prerogative, for the glory
of Deity and the glory of atonement are alike His.  Will you
not believe Him. and into Him? Then taking Him at 1is
word, you too may enter into peace. for He gives peace (John
14, 27), and appoints peace for Ilis own, and even for such
as you. The debt is removed, that you may love the Creditor
Who has become the Giver; yea. He has brought His own into
living union with Himself, beyond the types and pictures of
salvation, for no parable can exhaust the fulness of His work,
nor will eternity outlast it. But it is not only for cternity: He
welcomes and saves—to-day.

Having studied praisefully our Lord's messages as to the
frank forgivencss of sinners, and still seeking to find the
precious fruit of such love in our lives, we are prepared for His
further reference to debts. We notice the margin of Luke 13.
4. The present-day tendency is cver to obscure this thought
of a debt. Accountability and stewardship, before God. are
commonly put in the background, and self becomes central.
Even redecemed ones need to be on their guard lest salvation
be viewed primarily from the standpoint of personal safcty
than from that of the glory of His Name. Moreover, we all do
well to remember the message of Matthew 6. 12, There is
nothing against * grace ” in this petition. It does not speak of
the primary. and unchangeable legal settlement and forgiveness,
but of the Father's forgiveness in the home, parallel with the
third debt of Matthew 18, even as ** our debtors* would remind
of the second debt there. Our sins, as trespasses against law,
#ave been forgiven, but the family fellowship is in a new sphere.
and is associated with a right and forgiving condition of heart,
which humbly owns a need of being forgiven too, and, thanks
be to God, which finds Ilis fatherly forgiveness., and its ex-
perience and enjoyment.

We come next to our Lords words in Luke 16. 1-12.
the tendency to misusc and weaken the word * parable ™ may
well make us on our guard against definitcly employing it
here without explanation. But cven if the Lord Jesus referred
to one specific man. He meant the message to apply to us
also. Hence, whether an individual narrative is allegorized, or
whether we have a direct parable. the message 1s Yhe same to
our lowly and attentive hearts. The question is first one of
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stewardship and its responsibility. And two debturs again
are thereby beforc us. But let us never forget the primary mes-
sage of stewardship, and the parallel with the lessons of the
*“ Talents ” and the ** Pounds.” May our Lord's warning and
exhortation: come with living power to each believer.

The steward was accused. By whom we are not told.  lLuke
18. 7 may give thec key, but the angelic ministry of Acts 12.23,
as well as Hebrews 1. 14 may well imply (with Daniel 10. 12
and Zechariah 1) that these heavenly servants have a deep
interest in God's arrangements (1 Tim. 5. 21). The steward
was accused *as one wasting.” "Wasting is not only in the
far country (Luke 15. 13). This is deeply important. We
call to mind the servant who kept the unused pound safe. but
in a napkin. Here the aspeet is different, but in both cases
there is nothing for the Lord. If only we realized more that
wasting is stealing, and leads to a loss of stewardship, even
as in Revelation 2. 4, 5 leaving of first love leads to a holy
threatening of the removal of the lampstand! We, as Israel of
old. arc not in authority, but we arc under authority (Matt.
8. 9). and arc among thosc having responsibility. Let us
seck grace to use time, and all alike, to His glory. The con-
text here suggests a special thought of Israel, and the particular
view of their trusteeship is explained as that of the oracles of
God (Rom. 3. 2). It is easy to misusc this exceeding great
and precious stewardship. Nothing can be viewed as a per-
sonal right. \Whatever we have. and are, belongs to God. The
Holy Spirit ever emphasizes this.

The steward is called, and the plain, searching question is
put, “How is it? " or morc forcibly, *“What is this I hear
concerning thee?” We remember God's questions to Adam, Eve,
Cain, and Jonah. He gives space for repentance (Cf. the
merey of Judges 2. 2) ** What is this? 7" A\ saddening ““this *;
precious privileges and opportunities had been misused:. happy
are we if we *“ do His commandments, hearkening unto ¢4e voice
of s iword " (Ps. 103. 20). The expression * [ hear ' reminds
of Genesis 18. 21, and, by contrast, of Exodus 3. 9. What docs
God * hear ' concerning us? Happy arc we if we arc in fellow-
ship with Him, and can say, ** My voice shalt Thou hear in the
morning * (Ps. 5. 3), and if the Lord hearkens and hears our
words of love together, because we think on His Name (Mal. 3.
16). The steward was evidently away from his Master, and
herein is the peril at all times.

No answer is revealed, and the words soon follow, “ Give
an (or the) account of thy stewardship: for thou mayest be no
longer steward.” There /s removal from ¢ stewardship:" we
must distinguish from cverlasting salvation. Stewardship may
exist apart from salvation, as with Israel, Balaam and Judas
(Heb. 6. 4-6). and may be given after salvation,- and be taken
away (see Rev. 3. 11). This is a deeply solemn subject. Nor
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would we speak lightly of ** eternal salvation.” Grace never
made a man careless, and the Lord Jesus saves His people
from their sins. To assume salvation while choosing to wander
is to trifle with covenant love, and its precious revelation by
the Holy Spirit.

And what would oxr " account” be? tlow could we rightly
describe our use of whatever the Lord has entrusted? It may
be time: it may be influence: it may be money (for trusteeship
is not limited to wealth: it may be a home with precious lives
to train for Him: it may be health. no mean privilege. What
would our truthful “account’ be? Let us not put aside the
scarching question. And what if we hear the words, “ Thou
mayest be no longer steward.” They might be rendered,
* Thou hast not power.” Who can stand against the Lord?
Let us not regard such privileges as a freehold.

Let us think again of Isracl. They were I)lessct_l, and to
them pertained varied privileges ( Rom. 3. 1. 2, 9. 41,' which the
majority did not esteem.  The Kingdom of God ™ had been
given to them (Matt. 21. 43), and the vineyard with its capacity
for fruit, was theirs. The message of Matthew 21. 33-41 is
parallel with that of Luke 13. 8-9. There is ever t_hfa same
thought of ' responsibility.” The people of old rejoiced in
their pride (Zeph. 3. 11), and said ** The templc of thcl Lord,
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, are these ” ( Jer.
7. 4). They regarded their city and temple as their own, and
despised others. Nor has it been otherwise with Christendom.
Nor has it been altogether otherwise with true children of Cod.
Pride has come in unawares, and it has worked with cankering
corruption. We may have used the doctrine of grace against
responsibility, at least iz measwre parallel with the sin of thosc
who have turned it into licence and lasciviousness.

The steward spoke “ within himself:"” there was no con-
fession of sin. He was agitated as to his position. not as to his
iniquity. Thus he showed the same disregard of God that is
shown by every undischarged debt. “ Self is a tremendous
power. Small wonder that he afterwards dared to alter the
debts of others. “ I cannot dig,” he said, and this word is
elsewhere associated with the “work" of a building (Luke 6.
48) or a garden (Luke 13. 8). He owned, yet without sorrow.
the fact that he could not render acceptable work. How
precious is the building of God's appointment, and how rich
the fruit of the Lord Jesus. And His dear people are privi-
leged to work well pleasingly on resurrection ground. But what
is the alternative, if a man cannot work to secure a legal
righteousness ? Should le not come as a heart-broken sinner,
and own his utter need ? This is the deepest humbling of
absolute poverty. But the troubled sinner begs for mercy, nor
does he beg in vain. But the pride of man regards this as
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intolerable. “ To beg. 1 am ashamed.” If only he had been
ashamed of the sin instead|

It is here that the thought of “his lnrd's debtors comes in
As steward he was cntrusted with a concern for thejr accounts,
and yet he shows, by his very question, a wrong attitude. IHe
asks what they owe. The hint is searching. If we have any
stewardship for God, we should realize the responsibility of
sinners to Him. and be troubled at the debt. His interests
should be ours. But we find the reverse attitude manifested
here. It may be said, “ Why should so much be said about
stewardship in that which is written regarding dedts 7 Should
it not be impressed on our hearts that the fwo are linked. The
payment of wheat and oil was a “ stewardship,”--how many
eastern arrangements are made thus, gin connexion with the
letting out of land. And thus a number of parables are brought
to one focus, and, as we realize anew man’'s unfulfilled respon-
sibility to God, our hearts again praise Him for the precious
Substitute of His provision, and the wondrous merits of Him
in Whom we are accepted. “ Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable Gift!™ Then, on the new basis, a new trusteeship
is given to disciples, and the redeemed one who is concerned
that he himself may render unto the Lord has an exercise of
soul, and is enabled, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to tell
“his Lord’s debtors” of the One Who paid the debt which
neither they nor he could ever meet.

And now let us consider the present description of that
debt the more fully. The first debtor says. “ A hundred
measures of oil.” It would seem that we have a truthful
answer, and it affords a rcmarkable type. “ Oil” in Leviticus
is a picture of spirituality and devotedness, and man ought to
be devoted to God. VYet there is no evidence that even a part
of the oil had been presented. Certainly the sinner has done
nothing, and given nothing. All the “ debtor” passages, and
the “no fruit"” parables, emphasize this humbling thought.
The utter ruin needs utter grace. or else there must be utter
hopelessness. The amount is striking. * an hundred measures.”
“Ten" is the first double figure number, and suggests appar-
ently fellowship:1 squares usually intensify the thought, and
this is ten squarcd. Man should render fruitful service unto
God. with the devoted fellowship of all that is within
him. The offering of Leviticus 2, portraying the Lord Jesus.
shows His perfect attitude. But men are in deht. aye, and
know it, yet are often, as in this case, unmoved.

1Cf. * an instrument of ten strings,” “ ten curtains,’ “ ten virgins,"’
" ten servants,”” A solemn contrast in the fellowship of Anti-
christ’s ten kings (Rev. 17. 12). * Ten " was the smallest number
Abraham named in Genesis 18, 32, and Israel to this day dclay
rertain acts, when gathered, unless ten males are present.
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And there is a lesson in the second debt,. for “two ' are
selected, as elsewhere, with the striking * witness ' of that
number. 'Tis a reminder herc of the witness of God's law
against men. Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, wise and foolish
are all involved, and as fiwo witnesses were required for ** proof ”
the Law emphasises the sad unimpeachable “ evidence " that all
are debtors. None can gainsay the fact, though they may
awhile ignore the conscquences. “The nature of this second
debt has n message for our hearts: ™A hundred measures of
wheat.” If oil speaks of devotedness. wheat reminds of right-
eousness, and of fine flour contrasted with the chaff of men’s
own way. All of us ought to have been obedient. but none of
us have obeyed. The wheat is here scen to be a debt, not a
gift: a responsibility, not an optional present. And there is
no hint here that one omer has been paid. Rather there is the
clear testimony that the whole of the hundred measures
remained unpaid. The condition of a sinner is solemnizing.
He should have rendered much to God. and God’s provision of
wheat and oil in Israel's land (Deut. 8. 8) afforded merciful
instruction as to these duties. But they failed and all have
failed alike. In the parable of the husbandmen (which is
also a debt-parable). those entrusted with privileges rendered
wothing. Nor were we better,

(If the Lord will, to be continued.)

BALANCE.

i we are occupied with our failures, and ever talk of
them, though we may set forth sound doctrine as to the evil
of the flesh, we are not walking with God. If we are speaking
of our victory in a way that ignores our falling short. we
are lowering His standard. e need grace rather to view
our Lord more by living faith (2 Cor. 3. 18}, that our vic-
tories may ‘not be a goal, nor hide our constant need of our
Lord’s intercession, and that wc may not, on the other hand,
settle down to failure, as if a new lifc and the indwelling
Holy Spirit still left us as those who walk strengthlessly in
the flesh. A holy balance of heart and mind, in the sanctuary.
will put the Lord in His right place, or rather acknowledge His
right place, and then self-occupation will be changed to a
humble experience which sees Him as the Source of all that
pleases Himself, and also as the One Who made atonement
for all that is displeasing. Thus Christ will become Central,
and after this our heart would humbly seek.
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" Although the tig tree shall not blossom.
neither shall fruit be in the vines;
the labour of the olive shall fail,
and the telds shall yield no meat;
the Aock shall be cut off from the fold.
And there shall he no herd in the stalls:
Vet 1 will rejoice du the Lord.
[ witl joy in the God of mv salvation.”
Habakkuk 3. 17, 18.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

0D is! _Amid disaprointinent. and change, and uncertainly
. we quzld emphasize Himself, and find our resting pl(zc"e,
in Himself. 1t appears as if Habokkuk was caused lo view
all the normal sources of supply. and lo [ace lheir failure
calmiy—bhecanse (iod jails nol. [t is with a desire lhat e
ayrm/'im.«?, and olhers who know redemplion by the prﬁcim/{
blood of Christ. may have the same Jaith. and quielness. rw/;.‘

:Gogffi)de;grl and fOV.- ~that these pages are humbly sent jorth.

CONTENTS :—

. Page
Concordance to the Members of the Body in P

“When I see the Blood. 1 will PAUSE over vourgverbs 2-3
The Parables of the Debtors . 62

Concordance to the Inner and Quter Life,
and the Members of the Body in Proverbs.

In a meeting | suggested the value of a Co F
parts of the body in Proverbs, and their use fc:;rC tggoﬁérlzlcc(u(n?l ‘tl]’]l(r:
danger of misuse against Him). It was handed to me with unexpected
quickness, by one who had been at our meetings from childhoodl
Gratefully accepting, I felt we ought to add the * soul,” &c It‘\ic:
1mpqrtant to realize the Holy Spirit's stress on all tﬁat is'“’ilhir;
God's people, The ** heart” means much more than a physical organ
but the physical members are to be devoted to Him. and the ver):
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bones to praise Him. We do not claim completeness, and any sug-

gestions will be welcome.

L . ! A ate U
sometimes denotes the front of an inanima
et been produced, to encourage all of us who

God's redeemed people, in the realization of
d in the use of our members for Him. Beautiful
of Romans 12. 1, 2, " I beseech you, therefore.
f God, that ye present your bodies a living

sufficient evidence has
can humbly say we are
practical holiness, an
indeed are the words
brethren, by the mercies o

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God which 1s your re:

ot conformed to this age. )
A ing that ve may prove what is that good, and

renewing of your mind,

The word * face " illustrates the ditticulty:

hing. But 1 hope

asonable service;
But be ye transformed, by the

acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

ARMS. Zeroa.

31.17 She strengtheneth her arms
BACK. _ Gav.

10.13 A rod is for the back
19.29 Back of fools

26. 3 Fool's back

BELLY. Beten.

13.25 Belly of the wicked

1g. 8 Parts of the belly
18.20 Man's belly..be satisfied
20. 27 Inward parts of the belly
20.30 Inward parts of the belly
26. 22 Inncrmost parts of the belly

BODY. Sher (see * flesh ™).
5.11 Flesh and body consumed

BONE. Gerem. )
17.22 A broken spirit drieth the
bones
25.15 A soft tongue breaketh the
bones
Etsem.
3. 8 Marrow to thy bones
12. 4 Rottenness in his bones
14,30 Envy the rottenness of bones
15.30 Maketh the bones fat
16. 24 Health to the bones
COUNTENANCE. Panim
(see ' face ).

15,13 Cheerful countenance
16.15 King's countenance

25 23 Angry countenance
27.17 Countenance of his friend

EAR. Ozen. )

2. 2 Inclinc thine ear to wisdom

4.20 Incline thine ear to My say-
ing |

5. 1 Bow thine ear

5. 13 Inclined mine ear to them

15.31 The ear that heareth

18.15 The ear of the wise

20 12 The heanng ear )

21.13 Stoppeth his ears at the cry

52.17 Bow down thine ear

23. 9 In the ears of a fool

23.12 Apply thine ears (o the
words

25.12 An obedient ear .
28. 9 He that turneth away his ear

EYE. Ayin.

3. 7 Wise in thine own eyes

3.21 Depart from thine eyes

4.21 Depart from thine eyes

4.95 Let thine eyes look ;1ght on

6. 4 Give not sleep to thine eves

6.13 Winketh with his eyes

7. 2 Apple of thine eyve

10.10 Eye causeth sorrow

10.26 As smoke to the eyes

12.15 Right in his own eycs

15. 3 The eyes of the Lord

15.30 The light of the eves

16. 2 Clean in his own eyes

16. 30 Shutteth his eyes )

17. 8 Eyes of him that hath it

17. 24 The eves of a fool

20. 8 All evil with his eyves

20.12 The secing eye

20.13 Open thine eyes

21. 2 Right in his own eyes

21.10 No favour in his eyes

22. 9 A bountiful eye

23. 5 Wilt thou set thine eyes

23, 6 An evil eye

23.26 Thine eyes observe My ways

2329 Redness of eyes

23.33 Thine eyes shall behold

25. 7 Thine eyes have seen

27.20 The eves of man never
satisfied

28,22 An evil eye

28.27 Hideth his eyes

29.13 Both their eves

30.12 Pure in their own eves

30.13 Lofty are their eyes

30.17 The eye that mocketh

EYELIDS. Aphappim. .
4.25 Thine eyelids look straight
6. 4 Slumber to thine evelids
& 25 With her eyelids

30.13 Fvelids are lifted up

FACE. Panim -

(see ** countenance )
7. 13 Impudent face
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7.15 To seek thy face

21.29 Hardeneth his face

27.19 Face answereth to face

*Rendered variously e.g. 'favour™
in 19. 6, 29. 26, " person’ in
18. 5, 24. 23, 28. 21, *‘ presence "
in 17. 18, 25. 5, 6. * sight ' in
4. 3. Occurs also in 14. 12, 16.
25 (to the face of a man), 22.
29 (** before "), 25. 5 (** before "),
25. 26 (** before ).

FOOT. Raglayim (dual).

.15 Refrain thy foot

18 Their feet run to evil

23 Thy foot shall not stumble

26 Keep thy foot from being

taken

.26 Path of thy feet

27 Remove thy foot from evil
5 Feet go down to death

13 Speaketh with his feet

18 Feet that be swift

28 Feet not be burned

.11 Her feet abide not in her

19. 2 Feet sinneth

25.17 Withdraw thy foot

25.19 Foot out of joint

26. 6 Cutteth off the feet

FINGERS. Etsba.
6.13 Teacheth with his fingers
7. 3 Bind them upon thy fingers

Nooomns

FISTS. Chopnayim.
30. 4 Wind in His fists
FLESH. Basar.

4. 22 Health to all their flesh
5.11 Thy flesh and thy body
14. 30 Life of the flesh
23.20 Eaters of flesh

Sher {see “ body ).
11.17 Troubleth his own flesh

HAND. Yad.
1.24 Stiretched out My hand
3. 27 Power of thy hand
6. 5 Hand of the hunter.. nuand
of the fowler
6.10 The hands to sleep
6.17 Hands that shed .. blood
10. 4 Slack hand..hand of the
diligent
11.21 Hand in hand
12.14 Recompense of a man's
hands
14. 1 Down with her hands
16. 5 Hand in hand
17.168 The hand of a fool
19. 24 Hand in bosom
21. 1 Hand of the Lord
21.25 His hands refuse to labour
24. 33 Of the hands to sleep

26. 6 Fland of a fool

26. 9 Hand of a drunkard

26.15 Hand in bosom

27.16 Ointment of his right hand

30. 28 Taketh hold with her hands

30. 32 Thine hand upon thy mouth

31.19 Her hands to the spindle ..
her hands hold . . distaff

31.20 Her hands to the needy

31.31 The fruit of her hands

Yamin.
3.16 In her right hand (also
“left hand.” Heb, s'mol)
4.27 To the right hand

Kaph.

8. 3 The hand of thy f{riend
31.13 Worketh . . with her hand:
31.16 Fruit of her hands
HEAD. Rosh.

1. 9 Grace unto thine head
4. 9 Thine head an ornament of

grace
10. 6 The head of the just
16. 31 The hoary head
20.29 Old men..the grey head
25,22 Fire upon his head

HEART. Leb.

2.10 Wisdom entereth . . thine
heart

3. 1 Heart keep . . command-
ments

3. 3 Table of thine heart

5 ‘Trust .. with all thine heart
. 4 Thine heart retain my words
.23 Keep thy heart
12 My heart despised reproof
14 Frowardness in his heart
.18 Heart that deviseth wicked
.21 Upon thine heart
3 Table of thine heart
.10 Subtle of heart
.25 Not thine heart decline to
her
8. 5 Of an understanding heart
10. 8 The wise in heart
10. 20 The heart of the wicked
11.20 Froward heart . . abomina-
tion
11.29 To the wise of heart
12. 8 Perverse heart .. despised
12.20 Deceit in the heart
12.23 The heart of fools
12. 25 Heaviness in the heart of
man
13.12 Maketh the heart sick
14.10 Heart knoweth..own bit-
terness
14. 13 In laughter the heart is
14.314 The backslider in heart
14.30 A sound heart

NNNoeoehb®
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14.33 \Visdom resteth in the heart 21.1 King's heart in the hand of

15. 7 Heart of the foolish the Lord
15.13 A merry heart..sorrow of 21. 4 A proud heart
the heart 22.11 Pureness of heart
15.14 Heart that . . hath under- 22.15 In the heart of a child
standing 22.17 Apply thine heart unto
15.15 Merry heart . . feast 23. 7 Thinketh in his heart..his
15.28 Heart of the righteous heart not with thee
15.30 Rejoiceth the heart 23.12 Apply thine heart
16. 1 Preparations of the heart 23.15 Thine heart be wise..my

16. 5 Proud in heart heart shall rejoice
16. 9 Man's heart deviseth his  23.17 Let not thine heart envy

way 23.19 Guide thine heart
16.21 The wise in heurt 23.26 Give me thine heart
16. 23 ‘I'he heart of the wise 23. 33 Thine heart . . utter perverse
17.16 Sceing no heart 24. 2 Heart studieth destruction
17.20 A froward heart 24.17 Let not thine heart be glad
17.22 A merry heart 95. 3 The heart of kings
18. 2 His heart may discover it- 25,20 Songs to an heavy heart
self 26.23 A wicked heart
18. 12 Heart of man is haughty 26.25 Abominations in his heart
18.15 The heart of the prudent 27. 9 Rejoice the heart
19 3 Heart fretteth against the 27.11 Make my heart glad
Lord 27.19 Heart of man to man
19. 21 Devices in & man's heart 28.14 Hardeneth his heart
20. 5 Counsel in the heart 28.2¢ Trusteth in his own heart
20. 9 Made my heart clean 31.11 Heart of her husband

(If the Lord will, to be continued).

« When I see the Blood, I will PAUSE

Over You.”
Exodus 12. 13.

ONVINCED that the usual translation somewhat obscures
the glory of God's grace | would seek to give briefly some
reasons for the rendering proposed above.*

1. The tendency to imagine different reots for like words
in Hebrew seems to me an undue “ reaction ” from the earlier
idea that similar spelling always implied the same root. The
Hebrew word * passover * contains three letters (P. S, CH):
the sante three are found in the verb employed: in 2 Samuel 4.
4, 1 Kings 18. 21, where the idea is plainly halting,”—an
inability or hesitation to go away. [t occurs also in verse 26.
where the rendering * leaped ” has no basis in the passage. or
elsewhere, but is an inference, apparently, from the erroneous
translation in Exodus. Rather. they * halted " upon the altar:
possibly their intense fear. and the woundings which certainly
came after (verse 28), compelled “ limping " as the R.V. mar-
gin suggests. But in any casc there seems the Holy Spirit’s
allusion to verse 21, and the sad “ halting " there. Exactly the

* | might have used some other word to denote God's gracious tarrying
over the door. as if He could not move away;—wondrous is the hint
of love, ~but the sound of ** Pause ”* is so near " Pass.”” that ** Papse
over " seems the best way to impress on most of us God's preciows
teaching.
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same verb appears to be found in Exodus 12. 13, 23, 27, and
in Isaiah 31. 5. The last passage surely gives us the key. A
bird protects first by flying. and then by spreading abroad the
wings (Matt. 23. 87). There is no thought of passing on:
that would remove protection.

2. There are no words in Scripture from this root to denote
“ going by ”'; but, on the contrary., the word “lame” (e.g.
(2 Sam. 9. 13) has related spelling, and surely sets forth a
delay. not a springing forward.

3. Exodus 12 has a different word altogether for ** pussing
through * (verse 12).% and there is no hint in the chapter of
going by the houses, and leaving them. On the contrary, when
the Lord paused over the house we read that /e would not
suffer the destrover to come in (verse 23). If there were
merely the suggestion of the destroyer noticing the blood. this
would seemn unnecessary, Why is the Lord’s own gracious
hindering work recorded, and why do we read “ He will not
permit,” or * grant,” unless there is the heautiful suggestion
that He Himself paused over the door?

4. This inspired language brings out the passover parallel
with the day of atonement and the loliest of All.  Both arc
associated with one special day. and then a week hefore God
after, in the two peculiarly emphasized months of Israel’s years,
and both suggest, I would submit, that God dwells where the
blood of the sacrifice is applied. God set Ilis Name in the
Most Holy Place: He did not pass by. And in Exodus 12 He
deigned to “see” the type of His beloved Son, in Whom He
ever finds infinite delight.

5. The parallel in a believer’s experience is confirmatory.
If our hearts are sprinkled from an evil conscience, does not
God dwell therein ? s there any suggestion of going away,
after seeing ?

6. Eating in lsrael's feasts was specially * before the
Lord " (Deut. 12. 7): it would be fitting therefore to view
His presence and interest.  The Holy Place in like manner was
said to be before 1im, for uneither veil nor door could shut out
His beholding,

7. Subsequent references to the pussover. etc., may, without
giving a proof (is any more * proof 7 needed ?), at least help-
fully illustrate. For example, in the related chapter (Ex. 13)
we find that the redeemed ones are cluimed for the Lord by the
continued offering of a lamb. * Mine™ is the Lord’s word in
Numbers 3. 13. The pausing over the door was appropriate,
as Isaiah 31 set forth the parallel. on the part of a bird when
claiming its young. In Numbers 9 the wilderness partaking 1s
at once followed by the reference to the Lord’s presence in the
cloudy pillar, and the first partaking in the land leads up at
once to the reference to the presence of the Captain of the

+ This, moreover, is linked with the smiting. not the delivering, in
verses 12 and 23 alike. and yet again in 27 the contrast is implied.
Observe, 100, the same vontrast of language in Micah 7. 18,
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Lord's host (Jos. 5. 10-15). Again, the passover was not to
be kept afterwards except “ at the place which the Lord chose
“to place His Name in.” The passover blood was always to
be close to His dwelling. John 1. 29 seems to allude definitely
to ‘‘ the Lamb " of Genesis 22 (first mention), and Exgdus 12,
And, where the Lamnb was, there was the * abiding’ of the
Spirit of God (verse 33). May our hearts enjoy everything
that glorifies Him Who died for us.

The Parables of the Debtors.
(Concluded)

Is there no hope?  We call to mind the rejected aiterna-
tives in the steward’s mind, digging and begging. \Vhen the
debt was not paid, the gracious appointment in Luke 7 was
frank forgiveness. The unrighteous steward knows nothing of
this. He urges a compromise. Dut the law allows of no com-
promise, and the gospel provides no compromise. Matthew 18
and Luke 7 have alike witnessed against such a deadly theory.
The one who was * ashamed ~ to own his personal need, and
“beg ™ for mercy, could not declare the one way of escape
for the guilty.

His proposition was meant for his own advantage, and
" peace”; a worthless proposition, yet giving, by contrast, a
wondrous display of the gospel of the grace of God. * He sa‘lg
unto him, Take thy bill,and sit down quickly, and write fifty.
We may easily overlook the six things here before us. Let us
mark them out.

(1) - Take

(2) Thy bill

(3) Sit down

(4) Quickly

(5) Write

16) Fifty.”
“ Take " or almost, * welcome.”  Poor welcoming, when there 1s
no authority-and when there is no removal.of {the‘ de:pt, no
forgiveness, no security. ** Thy bill”: it remains ; thine " and
remarkably the word * bill " is rather *‘letters," and suggests
the law, inasmuch as it is the very term of john 5. 47, Romans
7. 6, 2 Corinthians 8. 6. There is nought but legal condemna-
tion. * Sit down ": as if to take a rest. but there 1s no rest
in the treadmill work of self. ** Quickly ": as if in fear of what
may happen afterwards, and yet with a vain speed, as 1.f_ pre-
tending the blessing could be immediately bestowed. ** Write":
God %as written the bill already:---the only hope is blott1pg
out: it is not for man to write, and if he presumes to write
he cannot but write: his own judgment. * Fifty: ™ “ Fifty " is
not “an hundred,” but the otker fifty are enough to condemn:

* A gospel tract with this title gladly sent.
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and thus we have here a miserable compromise, a lie, and an
empty hope. He who has nothing and can do nothing, is no
nearer the payment of one than of the whole. Nothing but
pure grace can meet the sinner’s need, and this shines out in the
gospel. “ Welcome,”--not a bill, but a recéipt (Isa. 40. 2)!
Not the letters of debt, for the “* handwriting " against the
guilty one is taken out of the midst (Col. 2. 14), and instead
there is the Name of the Saviour which redeemed ones can
present in prayer. The precious result is the writing of God's
laws in their hearts (Heb. 8. 10). Ah, there is a *sitting
down, for are not the Lord's own made to sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2. 8) 7 Well may they.
as David, sit before the Lord in adoration (2 Sam. 7.18). And
this grace is both now and for ever: “ quickly” indeed may
the anxious sinner come, and, instead of “ writing fifty, he
may read the sure words of covenant love, “ It is finished.”
“ Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift.” \Vhat a
precious gospel we have whereon to rest: what a precious gos-
pel we have whereof to teil. We would never return to the
unjust steward's compromise, but rejoice in One of Whom it
is written “ Ye are complete in Him ” (Col. 2. 10). The Holy
Spirit has given the witness and now causes the witness within
(1 John 5. g9, 10).

The other debtor was dealt with in a similar way. There
was no other proposal. 7ke debt remained, though it was
“ reduced,” yet without any guarantee. Sin was added to sin.
and one sinner, made, or helped, another to sin. “So they
wrap it up " (Mic.7.3). The proportion is different-—* eighty,”
as if to emphasise the authority of the one speaking. But there
is no authority except to declare what God has declared. and to
bind that which has been bound in heaven. Nominal Christian-
ity has struck on this rock. It has sought authority on earth
and it matters not whether the centre be self or the pope,
there must be ruin. Peter himself learnt the precious contrast.
"Twas not God ratifying his decision. but his approval of God's
decisions, that gave authority,-‘ What God hath cleansed™
(loosed in heaven first). that call xot thou commorn " (Acts 10.
15).1 How blessed to declare a full gospel on the authority of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Instead of writing “ eighty.” redeemed
souls may sizg, “ Unto Him That loveth us and loosed us from
our sins in His own blood . . . to Him be the glory” (Rev.
1. 5, 6). The last recorded word of the steward was a lie.
Happy are those who know the truth. and can bring others
to Him Who is the Truth.

The added application to the Lords people is deeply
precious. They are bidden to use the things of earth. as a
trusteeship, for Him Whom they love. and in view of Iis
Coming. “The lord (not Lord) commended the unjust
steward,” as one clever for himself, but believers are to realize

1 Leaflet available,
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that when they seek the encouragement of “that Day, they
are both exalting t4eir Lord. and attending to their own true inter-
ests. It is foolish. as well as sinful, for'a child of God to be
worldly. and to use the things of earth for himself. Unfaith-
fulness will bring loss at the Judgment Seat of Christ. But
this part of the subject partly belongs to another series of
articles. which would inciude the Pounds and Talents. Yet
we would nrot pass it over here, for there is a holy conscious-
ness of debt in thc new sphere where God has in grace put us,
And Matthew 18 has impressed this on our receptive hearts,
that, in the enabling of the Holy Spirit, we may render again
for every benefit, and view nothing as our own. In so doing
we shall also bear a right witness to those who still have the
great debt of sin, before (iod's throne. which we have been
graciously forgiven.

In closing it may be well to refer again to the Parable
of the Husbandmen. They were responsible to give the fruits
in their scason (cf. Song 8. 11). but Isaiah 5. 7 was illustrated,
and God was robbed (Mal. 3. 81, And we have no thought
that a part of the debt was paic. or that it was settled after-
wards. One remarkable point in all these parables is that
we find either complete forgiveness, or judgment. There is
no ordinary payment, or compromisc, or plan of instalments.
This is of the deepest importance in the realization of the
gospel. There is nothing detween our own waywardness, guilt
and doom., on the one hand. and the glorious contrast, even
the reception, as poor guilty ones, of an entirely free salva-
tion. There is no third alternative. Thus all the * debtor
passages make clear the marvellous grace of God. and
welcome poor and helpless sinners to Himself. These par-
abolic mesrages are full of encouragement (o thase who fecl
their need, and of joy when we rest upon God's frank forgive-
ness. And not only is a believer's rejoicing encouraged therc-
by. but we have gracious guidance as to gospel proclamation.
\We have a rcal Savieur of Whom we can tell, and a real sal-
vation has been brought -about by tis finished work. We do
wot find the flood without the ark. nor have we a parable of
wrath without mercy. All Scripture points to Christ, and His
redemption, and our grateful hearts may once more say, with
a love that will never die out. * Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable Gift,” for in Him "*'we have redemption, through
His blood. the forgiveness of sins. according to the riches of

His grace.”

“If the Lord will,” we hope to reprint, as a companian booklet
to Parables of the Lord Jesus in Maithew 13, which some readers
may not have yet scen, bul which deals with deeply important sub
jects in these times which the Holy Spirit Himself has described as
* perilous.”
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away the Sin of the World.”
’ John 1. 29,

EVI;:RE. redeemed one sho_uld'rejoice when such words sound
oy Ill }115 cars, or meet his eyes. Wondrous, indeed, is the
lmteoxrn‘iorlﬁasthabmlmdct_i to poor, lost sinners. The work was
‘ ur - the glory i1s not our glory: the Lord Chri
has finished that which He came to do, and e shouid
« . . ’ rat
%\:ﬁrﬂow, joined with loving tcstimony concerning I’Isi?nsi]}?mi?l
OXI we are accepted, and in Whom we are complete.
medit;tcé’ as w«; give thanks to the Father, we shall do well to
editate on the words which the Holy Spirit has written
cknowledging the verbal perfection of the inspired record,
we fecl sure that John was Divinely moved to use this name
for the Lord Jesus. and to use here the word “sin ™ in ?Ille
singular.  Mental word-study can never take the pl ‘f:
heart-noutjlshmcnt, but spiritual word-study is to Codl? aCEIE ;
and c?ntr]butes to the food of God's dear people o B
_We rightly ask. **Where is a sacrificial lamb first bef
us in Holy Scripture ? " Genesis 4. 2 refers to the flock Orc(;
we have.thu's, at the outset, in connexion with the /irst’ ;rl
whose faith is recorded. an emphasis on salvation by sacrif o
Indeed, the epistle to the Hebrews records this as the first. ceé
of faith in its encouraging list. But the Holy Spirit has :gt
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used the word “lamb” in Genesis 4. We must go on to chapter
22, and here, in a narrative of faith, Abraham's first ulterance
concerning God's gift contains the word “ lamb.” My son,
God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering " (verse
8). But the exact rendering is more impressive, “ God will
see for Himself the Zamb for a burnt offering.” The prayer-
ful reader will see that four words are common to both pass-
ages, for “behold " is the usual verb “see.” Thus we have in
both the name of God, and seeing the Lamb. In Genesis, God
sees. in John redeemed oncs are called to see: and love ever
rejoices in that which rejoices His heart. The English omission
of “the' in Genesis is a great loss, for “a ram" in verse 13
was not “the lamb ": hence the future is still found in verse
14 * The Lord will see,” " It (rather, He) shall be seen.” We
notice thereby that the word “see' is prominent. and ‘shall
be seen' may imply the very thought that others shall behold
Him Whom God has beheld with full approval.

And where is *the Lanfb ™ next? A Concordance will
help us, though our minds may already have turned toward
Exodus 12. There is a striking emphasis on many lambs, yet
the singular is preserved, *the whole assembly of the congre-
gation of Israel shall killit.” ™A lamb.” ““the lamb,” ** your
lamb.” Here we have a precious type, and then the Divine
explanation is given, ** The blood shall be to you for a token
upon the houses where ye are. and when, [ see the blood I will
pause (not, pass) over you' (verse 13). Again there is the
“seeing " of '‘the Lord's Passover,” and the delivered people
have the joy of the token: they see what God has seesn.

I have been thinking over some of the aspects of the
precious work of Christ sct forth by the passover and the day
of atonement. Both are mentioned in Hebrews. Passover con-
cerned the firstborn (Heb. 11. 29), and was a question of life
instead of death for persons. There is no primary reference to
special sins, but to the fact that the persons were themselves
members of a family under a death sentence, with sin imputed
and inherent. Hence the reference to “birth,” and the need
of a work which deals with @/ the guilt. as well as the activities.
The continued narrative in Exodus 13 enforces this, for there
we find the redemption of the firstborn as a necessity, quite
apart from their actions. The grateful believer, remembering
Matthew 21. 5, will feel the power of Exodus 13. 13, “ Every
firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou
wilt not redeem it then thou shalt break his neck: and all the
firstborn of men among thy children shalt thou redeem.” We
see the solemn alternative—redemption or a broken neck.
Thanks be unto God for redemption. And believing parents do
well to claim the underlying thought of the words “among
thy children,” and to fulfil the commandment (with promise)
of Proverbs 22. 6. The “ass’ emphasizes typically unclean-
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ness of nature, by &irtk: the dog and the pig represent the
choice of sin in daily life (Matt. 7. 6, 2 Pet. 2. 22), and
are not associated with sacrifices.

And now we turn to Leviticus 16. The day of atonement
lays special stress on consciousness of sizs, and not primarily
on sin. Its background was the evil action of Nadab and
Abihu, and the Holy Spirit refers to the transgressions and
sins of Israel (verses 16, 30, 34). There seems to be no men-
tion of **sin " in the singular. True, “death ” is beforc us,
as in Exodus 12, but it is death linked with activity against
God. And the Epistle to the Hebrews has the same message,
* In those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins
every year: for it is not possible that the blood of bulls and
of goats should take away sixs* (10. 3, 4). There 1s a 'won-
drous wealth of teaching in all typical Scriptures, each passage
exalting the Lord Jesus and every aspect of 1lis work is
precious. We know but part. It may be added that passover
deals with bringing out, atonement with bringing in: passover
is associated with the wilderness walk to God's glory: atone-
ment reminds us of acceptance and cleanness before God, and
in His presence. At least, this seems God's relative emphasis,
though there is no opposition, and each contains much of the
teaching of the other, for the work of Christ is One, and how
can we " walk "' unless we abide in His presence? How can we
enjoy our acceptance if we settle down in the Egypt-like
world ?

The passover and day of atonement alike were God's pro-
vision for a chosen earthly nation. The gospel reveals a
Saviour for sinners from among all nations. Hence the em-
phasis at the end of Matthew on *‘all nations ” (28. 18), the
end of Mark on ‘“every creature’” (16. 15), and at the end
of Luke on *all nations beginning at Jerusalem ' (24. 47).
The testimony of the Holy Spirit through John is the same.
The Antitype exceeds the type, and Gentiles are saved. The
passover chapter mentions ‘‘the stranger.” with a precious
gospel hint (Ex. 12. 48), yet the contrast with Egypt is
evident. An eaqrthly nation was marked out.  But john's
gospel places that very nation as part of ** the world " (1. 10).
and grace is not national. an carthly temple is no longer the
tentre. The * tabernacle "’ of Exodus was for Israel, but ** His
own received Him mnot’ is the sad message of john 1. 11,
followed by the “but” of a new creation, and the *‘as many
as" are the “we” of one redcemed company who beheld
Christ's ** Shekinah * glory by living faith (1. 14). This is
the only place where John the Baptist speaks of “the world "
(1.29) and the next mention by the Holy Spirit is 3. 16, where
we have the contrast with Nicodemus' nationalism. ’Tis God's
grace to those who are redeemed out of every nation. Not
universalism, but a bringing in of * sheep™ not from Israel’s
fold (John 10. 16): the Lord's fulfilment of chapter 6. 37.
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(Genesis 22 is helpful in this connexion. The lamb there was
instead of one person, but the one person represented the
Jewis# race,—all descended from him. But the Lamb of God
is for believing Gentiles also: even all “ given” to Christ as
Johr's gospel again and again shows, to prevent theories of
universal salvation. The type bore its preparatory message,
for ** In Isaac shall thy seed be called” is joined with *“In
thy seed shall @/l the nations of the earth be blessed” (Gen,
22. 18), and thus that very chapter also at oncc leads on to
remind of grace to Gentiles.

Now we can realize the force of John 1. 29. John him-
sel " beheld ” (verse 34), and Christ came to be *‘ manifested "
then to Israel (31)* but the salvation was to be wrought for
sinners of all nations. As we have seen. the passover particu-
larly deals with their persons. and the day of atonement with
their sins. The two are always related. The redeemed people
are forgiven all their sins, but the first aspect cemphasizes
electing grace to those of all kindreds (Rev. 5. 9), the second
unveils a personal sense of many iniquities, and a humbling
before God. ]

This breadth of grace is wondrous, but we dare not pervert
it to universalism. We have just seen * redemption * has its
“out of " in Revelation 5. 9, and in Hebrews 12. 23 the
“firstborn " of the Passover are those whose names '‘have
been written in heaven.” There is no suggestion that any for
whom the lamb died were left in Egypt. and the Holy Spirit
expressly shows that the wide type seen in Isaac by no means
conflicts with election (Rom. 9. 7). The contrast is with
nationalism, not with the Divine choice and soveréign power,
without which none would be quickened, and found among the
called of Jesus Christ. All setting aside of election tends
cither to the exaltation of fallen man, or to a deadly universal-
ism, but the Scriptures never set aside this sovereignty of grace
to those who wowld ncver come to Christ otherwise. All Serip-
ture harmonizes with all Scripture. and each individual of the
great multitude has a personal Saviour. IHow blessed, is a per-
sonal cxperience of Him. ** Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable Gift.”
*In lebrews 9. 26 we find literadly, “ the ending of the ages,” a
difiicult cxpression, but ‘" the ending of the age' in Matthew 13
appears to refer to the last 3% years of this dispensation. May not
*the ending of the ages' speak of the transitional time hetween
the manifestation of the Lord Jesus at Jordan and His death, about
the same length of time, and which had characteristics of the new
dispensation {e.g. baptism, though completing the old? The four
days of Exodus 12. 3-6 may be hinted, and the words * Looking
upon Jesus as He walked " with the added reference to * the Lamb
of God™ (without the words of bearing sin) may help us. In His
life He was the Lamb, but He did not bear sin till He became a
curse. Appropriately Hebrews 9. 26 mentions * the putting away
of sin™ as the goal of His manifestation here, and adds the bearing
of sins, the day of atonement type in verse 28. All the pictures of
the law are focussed upon our glorious Saviour.
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Concordance to the Inner and Quter Life
in Proverbs. (Concluded.)

Lebab. 26.23 Burning lips )
4.21 Midst of thine heart 26.24 Dissembleth with his lips
6.25 Her beauty in thine heart 27. 2 Not thine own lips
Libbah. LIVER. Kabed.
21. 2 Lord pondereth the hearts  7.23 Strike through his liver
24.12 He that pondereth the heart j oINs. Mothnayim.
Nephesh (see ** soul ™), 81.17 Girdeth her loins

28.25 Of a proud heart MARROW. Shiqqui.
31. 6 Of heavy hearts 3. 8 Marrow to thy bones

LEG. Shoq.

MOUTH. Peh.
26. 7 The legs of the lame 2, 6 Out of His mouth . . know-
LIP. Saphah. ledge

5. The words of my mouth

.24 A froward mouth

7 Words of my mouth

.2 Words of thy mouth .. words
of thy mouth

12 A froward mouth

24 Words of my mouth

8 Words of my mouth

13 The froward mouth

6 Mouth of the wicked

.11 Mouth of a righteous . .

mouth of the wicked

4.24 Perverse lips

5. 2 Thy lips may keep know-
ledge

5. 3 Lips of a strange woman

7.21 Tlattery of her lips

8. 6 My lips right things

10.13 Lips of him that hath un-
derstanding

10.18 Lying lips

10.19 Refraineth his lips is wise

10.21 Lips of the righteous

10.32 The lips of the righteous

ey
COoM®ME® oops

12.13 Transgression of lips 10.14 Mouth of the foolish
12.19 The lip of truth 10.31 Mouth of the just
12.22 Lying lips 10. 32 Mouth of the wicked
13. 3 Openeth wide his lips 11. 9 Hypocrite with mouth
14. 3 The lips of the wise 11.11 Mouth of the wicked
14. 7 The lips of knowledge 12. 6 Mouth of the upright
14.28 Talk of the lips 12.14 Fruit of his mouth
15. 7 The lips of the wise 13. 2 Fruit of his mouth
16.10 The lips of the king 13. 3 Keepeth his mouth
16. 13 Righteous lips 14. 3 Mouth of the foolish
16.21 Sweetness of the lips 15. 2 Mouth of fools
16. 23 Learning to his lips 15. 14 Mouth of fools
16. 27 Lips as burning fire 15.23 Answer of the mouth
16. 30 Moving his lips 15.28 Mouth of the wicked
17. 4 Giveth heed to false lips 16.10 His mouth transgresseth not
17. 7 Much less do lying lips a  16.23 Teacheth his mouth

prince 16. 26 His mouth craveth
17. 28 He that shutteth his lips 18. 4 Words of a man's mouth
18. 6 A fool's lips 18. 6 Mouth calleth for strokes
18. 7 Lips..the snare of . . soul 18. 7 A fool's mouth
18. 20 Increase of his lips 18.20 Fruit of his mouth
18. 1 Perverse in his lips 19. 24 Bring it to his mouth
20.15 Lips of knowledge 19.28 Mouth of the wicked
20.19 Flattereth with his lips 20.17 His mouth shall be filled
22.11 The grace of his lips 21.23 Whoso keepeth his mouth
22. 18 Fitted in thy lips 22.14 Mouth of strange women
23.18 Lips speak right things 24. 7 Openeth not his mouth
24. 2 Lips talk of mischief 26. 7 Parable in the mouth of fools
24,26 Shall kiss his lips 26. 9 Parable in the mouth of fools
24.28 Deceive not with thy lips 26.15 Bring it again to his mouth
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26.28 Flattering mouth worketh
ruin

27. 2 Not thine own mouth

30. 20 Wipeth her mouth

30,32 Hand upon thy mouth

3. 8 Open thy mouth

31. 9 Open thy mouth

31.26 She openeth her mouth

NECK. Garg'roth.

1. 9 Chains about thy neck

3. 3 Bind them about thy neck

3.22 Grace to thy neck

6.21 Tie them about thy neck

Oreph.

28. 1 Hardeneth his neck

NOSE. Aph.

30.33 Nose bringeth forth blood

TOOTH. Shen.

10.26 Vinegar to the teeth

25.19 A broken tocth
M'thall’oth.

30.14 Their jaw teeth

THROAT. Loq.

23. 2 Knife to thy throat

TONGUE. Lashon.

6.17 A lying tongue

6.24 Tongue of a strange woman

10.20 Tongue of the just

10.31 The froward tongue

12.18 Tongue of the wise

12.19 A lying tongue )

15. 2 The tongue of the wise

15. 4 A wholesome tongue

16. 1 Answer of the tongue

17. 4 A naughty tongue

17.20 A perverse tongue

18. 21 Power of the tongue

21. 6 A lving tongue

21.23 His mouth and his tongue

25.15 Soft tongue breakcth the

bone

25.23 Backbiting tongue

26.28 A lying tongue

28. 23 Flattereth with her tongue

31,26 ler tongue the law of kind-

ness
APPENDIX.

LIFE. Chaiyim. _
3. 2 Length of days and long life
3.22 Life unto thy soul
4.13 For she is thy life
4. 22 Life unto those that find

10.11 A well of life .

11.19 Righteousness . . to life

12.28 Way of righteousness . . life
13.12 A tree of life

13.14 A fountain of life

14.27 A fountain of life

15.31 The reproof of life

16.15 King's countenance is life

21.21 He that followeth after
mercy findeth life

Nephesh (see *‘soul’”).
13. 3 He that keepeth his mouth
keepeth his life )
13. 8 Ransom of a man's life

SOUL. Nephesh (sec ** life *').

2.10 Pleasant unto thy soul

3.22 Life unto thy soul

6.30 To satisfy his soul

6. 32 Destroyeth his own soul

8.36 Wrongeth his own soul

10. 3 Soul of the righteous

11.17 Good to his own soul

11.25 The liberal soul

11. 30 Winneth souls is wise

13. 2 Soul of transgressors

13. 4 Soul of the .sluggard
soul of the diligent

13.19 Sweet to the squl

13.25 Satisfying of his own soul

14. 10 Bitterness of his soul (marg.)

14.25 True witness delivereth
souls )

16. 17 Preserveth his soul

16. 24 Sweet to the soul

18. 27 The soul of him that labour-
eth {marg.)

18. 7 Snare of his soul

19. 2 The soul without knowledge

19. 8 Loveth his own soul

19.15 An idle soul

19.16 Keepeth his own soul

19.18 Let not thy soul spare

20. 2 Sinneth .. his own soul

21.10 The soul of the wicked

21.23 Keepeth his soul .. trouble

22, 5 Doth keep his soul

22.23 Spoil the soul

22.25 Snare to thy soul

23 14 Deliver his soul from hell

24.12 Keepeth thy soul

24.14 Wisdom unto thy soul

25.13 The soul of his masters

25.25 To a thirsty soul

a7. 7 The full soul loatheth

28.17 The blood of any soul
(person) .

29 10 The just seek his soul

29.17 Delight unto thy soul

29.24 Hateth his own soul

SPIRIT. Ruach.

1.23 Pour out My Spirit

11,13 A faithful spirit

14. 29 Hasty of spirit
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15. 4 %fleach_i_n thebsplicrit 17.22 A broken spirit

15.13 e spirit is broken HY] .

16. 2 Weigheth the spirits 18.14 Ssl:uinritt of a man..wounded
16.18 An haughty spirit P ..

16.19 An humble spirit 20.27 The spirit of man

16.32 Ruleth his spirit 25.28 Rule over his own spirit
17.27 An excellent spirit 29.23 Humble in spirit

The Contrast between Christ’s Call in
Mark 1, 17 and 20.

THE Scriptures are a wonderful book. The details that the
Holy Spirit has graciously recorded are precious food.
The Lord Jesus called four disciples in twa families, (a deep
encouragement to brothers), and called them in the midst of
their daily work. It is a privilege to be busy. and blessed ta
" lose ™ something for Christ's sake. Just as the well proviced
a background for his message in John 4. so here He referred to
the fishing. Everything was rich in its mcaning to Him. To
Simon and Andrew He said. * Come ye after Me. and I will
make you to become fishers of men.” Ah. all things depend on
their relationship to Him. How much is wrapped up in the
words “ After Me.” And our “‘becoming " is the fruit of His
“making.” It is precious to see that His last words to Peter.
in John 21, were the same, “ Follow thou e There, too,
we have a fishing scene. but the One Who appointed the gather-
ing of fish, spiritually, has a further work for His people, even
the feeding of His sheep. The *'fish™ are caught that the
old life may be dealt with: the sheep picture His people who
need the new life to be sustained. Gospel work and service
among believers are alike important for His Name's sake.

In Mark 1 there was a glad and prompt forsaking. A
little further on, James and John were in a ship. They werc
mending their nets, and our hearts arc impressed with the fact
that there is no suggestion of a spiritual paralle/, as there had
been with the fishing. Z7'ke Gospel net needs no mending.
Thanks be unto God for this. This has been a message of
power to our hearts. The Loird's silence is eloquent. Thank
God for a gospel that never fails.

"And the description of obedience. moreover, is in different
words, ' They left their father Zebedee in the ship with the
hired servants.” The test for one is leaving nets, for another
it is the willingness to make home ties secondary.* and to leave
a more comfortable position (*the hired servants™). Appar-
ently these had a little more prosperity n the world (note also
John 18. 15). But everything must be laid aside if it stands
in the way of the Lord Jesus. In each case there isthe 1efresh-
ing testimony of the Holy Spirit, “ They followed Zim," *“ they
went after #im.” May He be exalted, and central, in our lives
also.

* Not an indifference to right responsibilities (Mark 7. 10-13).
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A Few Meditations concerning the Address
on the Mount.

THE opening word “ blessed” (or “happy ) reminds of
Psalm 1. 1; and, in measure (a different word being used)
of Deuteronomy 28. 3. The closing words “ Great was the fall
of it” lead up to Revelation 14. 8, 18. 2. The first promise
mentions “ the kingdom of the heavens,” and the first command
is “ Rejoice.”” There are over fifty precious commands, some
of them very definitely © with promise’: most are positive,
though there are negatives, “ Do not sound a trumpet,” * Take
no thought (anxiety), * judge mnot.” The Lord Jesus asks
about fifteen questions, specially with the object of encouraging
faith. We have spoken of promises already, and how many are
given to God's people. with the object just mentioned-—the
definite stimulus of faith. Sois it here. ** They shall™ occurs
with holy repetition, and we call to mind “ All those things
shall be added.” and again * [t skal! be opened,” * How much
more skall your Father Which is in heaven give good things
to them that ask Him." Faith never lacks promises, never!
A concordance to repeated words and expressions would be
helpful. May we prepare a background for this? The word
“ Father " comes 17 times* (11, your Father, 5 thy Father, once,
our Father): in 10 places the thought of heaven” is related,
and in most of the others we have His beholding in sccret.
“ Heaven " is emphasized 23 times (including “heavenly ).
and six of the occurrences of the word “ Kingdom ™ are in the
term * the kingdom of the heavens’ (5. 3. 10, 18, 20, 7. 21).%
“ Blessed " is easily found in 9 precious statements. ~Among
the 14 occurrences of * I say,” § are associated with ** Amen "
or “ Verily” (5. 18. 26, 6. 2, 5, 16), 6 are joined with the
emphatic pronoun “I,” which occurs nowhere else in this address
(5. 22, 28, 32, 3%, 39, 44): the other verses (5. 20, 6. 25, 29)
equally havc the impressive “ unto you." setting forth the Lord’s
loving authority to His disciples. * Reward,” not for self’s
glory is before us in 5. 12, and the contrast is implied in 5. 46,
6. 1, 2, 5 16, the three last passages repeating the verb * They
have back* or “to the full.” Poor indeed are earth’s ™ rewards.”
Happy are those who enter into the threefold message about
treasures (6. 19, 20, 21)—the same verb occurring to emphasize
the thought, as with all cognate language.§ God's gracious
interest in the background life is seen in the sixfold reference
to that which is secret (6. 4, 6, 18). May this be dear to our

hearts.

*“God "™ 1s only found in 6 verses.

+* Kingdom of God ™ for a special reason in 6. 32.

g Treasure—treasures,” cf. " feared a fear ™ (Ps. 14. 5); " be ashamed
a shame' (Isa, 42. 17). Somewhat similarly * rejoice with joy "
{(John 3. 29); ‘' he prayed with prayer ”’ (Jas. 5. 17).
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“‘P{y_ilelﬁ comelh [rom the Lord,
Whick made heaven and earth.”

Psalm 121, 2.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

G()D s Rm{ D To the writers of Scripture e was a Reality
and a Fery Present ffelp (Ps. 46. 1). Ihere was 7o
f’ﬁou.l;g;l/zft of a 7;(1;‘@ Influence, of a Supreme /)’ez‘//.g a/arlo/?' o/
nknown Power.  God was a Reality ¢ d >
those da}"s. and Heis a Reality still. He'; tﬁfll i“/o’:ﬂe]lb/{z)aﬁle("(z;
Zzszzst believe t/zaf He z's." (Heb. 11. 8), *“ God is known” ('Ps‘
14' 3, 76._ 1), 7. (z('_m is 50 muck artificial profession to-day.
Many claim a religion. and “it " is the centre of their confid '
cuce (m{l ‘/'zopr’,.. Their own beliejs and aclions are the emml(;’
qf their * security.” .1 personal living, loving God and Father
is f{/llmowu Lo such. RBul these pages are sent forth with a
desire that writer and reader may KNON God more and mbre
( ]ohn. 17. 3)._ and that our lije may be in loving dependence
on ([wf, and i conformity to His will. Is nwot this the /)n}ribit.f
fruit of salvation by the precious blood of Christ? .S‘(zl?.-rr/i'r;lz is

nol a theory. A new life is not a bare religion.
CONTENTS :—
Some Aspects of Manifest I sshi reaki Lage
Some ** Contrast ™ P;lruh?(’s (‘”n\‘\“\hll) l.” Breaking Bread... X
“ACCup oof Cold Water Only gg

Some Aspects of Manifest Fellowship in
Breaking Bread.

T is a deeply important thing that children of G
I‘ able to speak together frankly. Many unitiesognsc?(?:'ligngf
ships are maintained by agreed silence for fear of offendin
Our hearts long that love may be deeper. Many oft wish gu
ask one another an earnest question. " if [ were present on the
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Lord's Day evening would you feel free before the Lord to
welcome me at the Breaking of Bread?” I am glad if, by
grace, any avoid the expression ™ Would you ‘allow’ me to
break bread? So many questions, among those who own
Christ's Name, are put in a way that implies the matter has
been judged before asking, or that there is a friction of heart,
or cven bitterness, against the conscientious attitude of others.
More love to Christ would remove such a mode of specech.  The
tongue is often used 1o hinder manifest Christian unity. One
word can be ugly, and poison all the conversation.

Thanks be to God, if we agree that His will and words
are authoritative. 1f we put semtiment in the place of His
will as to doctrine we shall deny Ilis wrath, and if we act
thus as to practice we shalt be tossed to and fro. The true
fove is to keep His commandments (1 John 5. 3), but we need
grace to remember o loving manner should cver be main-
tained . — nourished " (shall we say?) by communion with Him.
The thought ** Would you welcome me 27 may suggest that the
Lord’s Supper is. primarily, an expression of general affection,
and that it stands as an isolated action, so that believers can
meet for this in a convention, and return happily to the denom-
inational barriers they have crected. or approved. I frankly
recognizc the wish to please God often entwined with this
attitude, and rejoice that, in His mercy, it is often overruled
to cause a decper desire after unity. But is not this method
an expedient, without Scripture foundation?  Was not the
breaking of bread in a Seriptural assembly? ls it not in 1
Corinthians associated with the “church ™ ? Is not this the
teaching of the Holy Spirit for the whole of the present dispen-
sation? Is not anything else an addition to the appointment of
the Lord? To welcome *“to break bread” seems an idea
foreign to Scripture. To welcome to all the privileges. and
responsibilities, of an assembly of God is Scriptural, but why
do you or I wish one without the otkers, or why, conversely
will you offer me one, yet unwilling for my participation in a
“Church meeting.” without fwrther preliminaries ?

Does not this partial ** welcome " hide up the root failure?
We ought not to gather differently if we are members of Christ.
[ know the theory that different “shops™ exist without bitter
rivalry, but I find no Scripture that suggests such a parallel.
In a land one government is appointed, and in a city the
thought of different assemblies is never contemplated in Scrip-
ture, except to condemn it, and all believers everywhere should
be united—not only in the Person of Christ (blessed be God for
this) but in principles and actions to His praise.

A limited * welcoming ” perpetuates many differences. It
is a mistaken application of loving wishes. Shall we not be
humbled before God to find why we are not @lwaeys united ?
To say * We are united i# Christ” only increases our shame
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that this is not manifest. To add ** Such unity is not possible
is to doubt the Spirit of God, and modify Scripture to our
opintons. [t may, at first, scem morc comfortable to continue
our own arrangements, and yet “ break bread " together, now
and then, in a kindly way, as if nothing were the matter, but
I would humbly suggest that this is not the Lord's will to deal
with differences. Would it not be better to get down before
Him in humiliation, that He may be rightly exalted in the
carrying out of //is will!?

[f you or I * break bread ” with any others we treat them
as an assembly of .God, and, in doing so, disapprove of other
gatherings, on “ other lines,” (if 1 may use the words), and
with other accompaniments in the vicinity. Whether we
" mean "’ this or not, beloved, our action means it. And what
if another gathering was in the locality, and the meeting with
\whl_ch we broke bread came a/ferwards, did it not introduce
schism among the Lord's beloved people, and do not we con-
tinue this? And is not unity dear to His heart? Possibly
someone suggests, * That is the past,” and I know we are not
to spend our time on history instead of pleasing God to-day.
But the differing arrangements are xof the past. They exist,
and are you not perpetuating them in the present? Qught not
the Lord's people 10 meet alike, so that two or more gatherings
In a town are only different " houses "’ of one assembly, as we
ﬁqd in Acts 2?7 Where has the Holy Spirit appointed any-
thing else? This is not a mere ideal: it is the revealed and
unrcpealed will of God. Should we aim at anything else ?-

If any suggcest that we are welcome to break bread with
t/hem, are we not thereby disapproving of other local meetings?
And,. vice versa, if you are not sorrowfully feeling that such
meetings contain arrangements which wrongly shut you out,
and yet break bread with us, are you not inconsistent ?  If there
was o reason for our scparate gathering, we grieved the Holy
Spirit by so doing, and lapse of time does not sanction or
sanctgfy a sin. How we all need to be humbled? These
questions cannct be put aside by a mere semblance of unity.
Our hearts would cry out for the Lord's revealed will, and for
love in the mode of obedience.

May [, tenderly yet earnestly, puint out another matter?
Some dear children of God would say, ** {]'¢ put no hindrance,
you do.” This claim is not according to the will of God if
their action involves a belicver in one, or more, of at least four
responsibilities ; —

(a) The acceptunce of their meeting, when otker
gatherings are found in the locality, which they, by their
separation, set aside (This has been explained more fully
above).

(b) The approval of the Lord's Supper in the morning.

(¢; The use of leavened symbols, as to which nol one
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word of command, or example, can be found in Holy

Scripture but only in the usage of godly men. and the

general acceptance of others:—a use which, moreover,

excludes, or makes unnecessary, the symbols our adorable

Lord cmployed in llis unalterable words of gracious

teaching and request. '

(d) The excluding (in practice) of tender believers,
simply becausc they feel they dare not change what He
took. and thus the (unwitting) attempt to violate their
conscientious concern tfor His words.

Can it be said that no * barrier 7 is crected, when thesa
are set up? Affectionately | would plead with God's dear
people to remove this rcproach at once, and to refuse, with
Joving firmness, to be a partaker in these things any longer, for
they must grieve the Spirit of God. Let us all seek a humblini
before our Father, and a tender conscience in reality. The
we may expect His reviving.

SOME “CONTRAST”™ PARABLES.

THE Holy Spirit shows remarkable contrasts. as well as

parallels, in the appointed types of the Old Testament,
c.g., the redemption money was paid by the persons themselves,
the manna partaken by the people soon bred worms and stank.
the sacrifices were never raised from the dead, the temple itself
was destroyed. In accord with the designed incompleteness of
each and all of the “shadows,” we often find the appointment
of a twofold type, e.g., Noah avd the ark, Isaac and the ram,
Moses and Aaron. Yet even such fall far short. and the
epistle to the Hebrews scems especially written to indicate the
glory of Christ beyond all the graciously given pictures of
Himself and Ilis work. Thus we read of many priests. made
without an oath., and not suffered to continue by reason of
death, We sce, morcover, the priests standing, and not sit-
ting, offering oftentimes the same sacrifices in which there is
a remembrance made of sins. showing that the way into the
holiest was not yct made manifest.  All such contrasts were
designed-—they were not unperceived * defects.”-—designed.
in love, to he a foil for the fuller display of the majesty of
the Son of God. And are we suwrprised when we find a
similar object in the parables? It is evident that the Lord
Jesus is Central in these. If there is a Foundation, He is the
Foundation-Rock. If there is a Sower, He Himself is pre-
eminently before us. If there is ‘One beyond others Who
gives and acts and appoints, He is That One. Any rare
exception has a special purpose; for example. in Matthew 22
Gad the Father is seen making a feast. and searching among
the guests, but our hearts are taught to realize that it is a
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Marriage Feast for His Son, Who is thus exalted, though
unseen in the narrative.

Inasmuch as our adorable Lord transcends anything of
earth, and transcends it infinitely, we are conscious that every
parable must suggest a contrast. But some secem to have this
thought in their very warp and woof, and these are particularly
in the Gospel record according to Luke. The first we approach
is in chapter 11. Here we behold * the importunate friend.”
The parallel is in the intensity, the contrast is in almost all
else. And this makes the Divine stress on the intensity the
more remarkable, and shows how definitely our .ord approves
burning fervency, and a promise-claiming expectancy in prayer.
We little realize, however long we have known the Lord, the
tremendous influence placed in our hands by the privilege of
humble prayer within the line of God's will. We live as if
bankrupt, when we might be spiritually rich beyond concep-
tion. Prayer is to be a remarkable business of life: the
writer feels his own shortcoming as he writes, but this is not
to be misused to cause silence as to the possibilities through
power m prevailing prayer. 1f every reader realizes that it is
not from the.standpoint of pride or attainment, but with a
humble desire to help fellow-believers to reach the privilege
God has set before us, it is surely a responsibility to emphasize
this. Remarkably the gospel which contains parables of im-
portunate prayer records the personal prayers of our Lord
Jesus with regard to His baptism (Luke 3. 21) and His trans-
figuration (9. 29). .

In Luke 11 we have the petition in verse 5:—

(a) It is based on friendship. not relationship: equality,
not dependence. .

(b} It is limited to a request for lending. The loaves arc
wanted for ‘‘use’: the word “give' is excluded.

(¢) The number of loaves asked is a small one: it is but
“three.” -

(d) The request is delayed till the last moment: the empti-
ness is not felt before.

The reason is found in verse 6:—

(a) Nothing is asked for personal need.

(P) An unexpected emergency is urged as the sole reason
for unseemly disturbance.

(c) An acknowledgment of helplessness is made. without any
thought of sorrow or humiliation (**I have nothing "').

The answer occupies verse 7, and is most impressive.

(a) It begins, in the Greek, with the negative.

(b) It denies relationship, “./Hy children " are contrasted
with the intruder. (“Me” and “my" three times:
“with me " implies * thou art not mine, thou art away
from me").
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(c) There is an unwillingness to be ““troubled " (the same
idiom is found in ch. 18. 5, Mark 14. 6):‘ " and
(d) Stress is laid on the shut door, the time (*now ") an
the bed. - § L
AT negative is joined to the word *can"—"1
(e & ciallllrrfgfl"'——ngt physica]i inability in itself but because
ill was opposed. ‘ . ]
(f) 'l'ht;lew:)vrd * give 'P'poccurs for the iirst time, linked with
*not.” )
(g) Tﬁe last word of refusal is ‘‘thee:—a personal re-
jection. .
Verse SJassumes that the petitioner persists. and, laitf of ;:111"-
for his own peace, but without any love, the unw1]lmhg .316311_11 "
rises, and gives as many loaves as are needed. The 511 elig
on the selfishness of the human heart, and on the hollowness
of muchk friendship is humblingly important. ]
We should never have thought of such a parable.- }\\e
should have urged continuance in prayer by some other at:(;
guage. But One Who never erred has chosen this message fo
deal with our hearts, and to remind us that our per51sten§l);_
supplication is to be just as real as if our Father were unw;irlex}g
to give, although Iis reason for seem;ng_hesﬂatmn is en n)::
different. We thus have a precious sidelight on any app;.re
absence of answer awhile, that we may not be discourage tI}lloi
cease praying, wnless we have the Lord’s own 1n.d_1cat10nt;1n ;t
direction (2 Cor. 12. 8, 9), or learn that the petition we ;)ugll
to be according to His will, when we asked it, is actually
against that will. 3 _ )
& The contrasts in verse 7 scem pressing upon us for imme
diate notice, that they may be noticed and felt, in the graizlou:
instruction of the Holy Spirit. Our Heavenly Father 1?.ve
to encourage: lle neither begins nor ends w1t.h a repehl_nﬁ'
word. Ah. we have already seen the primary contrast w lt::le
the Lord Jesus deigns to utter on both sides of the pczinrab e
(verses 2 and 13). Our **/ather ™ 1s }numate!y. rclat? . ?S
cause by grace we are His children. The petitioner 1e1;3 >
sharply distinguished from the family, but weh have :nd
brought into the family. Blessed be God for suc 1gra(:c, <
its fulness. Iar from spurning our prayers, 1[9 we comes kanin
commands them, whenever we are in a condition to .lj "
faith; and, even when we have wandered, Iie lovmg%{ dra\ 5
us back. He does not view our supplications as a gr enl.n
but the prayer of the upright is Iis delight (Prov. %S.Id }. i
one sense there is no shut door with Him, we have bo neslsg)
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus (Heb. 10. ).
And, further, He Who still keeps His beloved peopltlz neithe
slumbers nor sleeps (Ps. 121. 4). He does not need to r’t_scc.
and no ‘‘cannot” is found with Him. e rejoices to g,wn
because He is “*our Father,” as Matthew 7 also impresses upo
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slowly learning hearts. And the epistles continue this gracious
ministry, for they contain the prayers of God's servant
addressed to '“the Father.” Yet the deeper realization of this
name, so graciously revealed and declared (John 17. 26) seems
often absent to-day {Rom. 8. 15, Gal. 4. 6).

It is striking to notice in this gospel that there will be a
rising up to shut the door (Luke 13. 24).  The contrast is
solemnizing—only those who are sheltered by the precious blood
of Christ have the right of access now. and the glorious pros-
pect of that Day. We camot be too thankful. or too carnest,
if we arc thus privileged. ‘The glory of the gospel of grace is
its freedom on the one hand, and its fulness on the other. The
measure of CGod's love is secn in the gift of His Beloved Son,
and are we not convinced after such a Gift that He will, with
Him. frecly give us all things ?

(It the Lord will, to be continued),

“A Cup of Cold Water Only.”
Matthew 10. 42.

THE value of an action is not its magnitude before men,
God beholds the giver, and what the giver possesses, and
what he refains for himself. The motive and the manner also
are before God. We are often led astray by appearances ( John
7. 24). It may be that we have imputed wrong motives to
others, and have highly estcemed ourselves. * If we would
judge ourselves " is a gracious message of mighty and searching
power (1 Cor. 11, 31). Unconscious, or semi-conscious, self-
exaltation, especially when we see the failures of others, is more
common than any of us think. But the Holy Spirit never leads
to pride, and we ought to experience more the leading of the
Holy Spirit, and not only hold correct doctrine regarding Him
and His work. :

The precious words of Matthew 10. 42 remind us of the
attitude of the Lord Jesus when He * looked up "' (Luke 21. 1),
and “ beheld 4ow " the money was cast into the treasury (Mark
12. 41). He knew exactly what the widow possessed. Iler
gift cost her much more than the others. He Who understood
Mary's alabaster box cntered fully into this devotedness as
well. It is refreshing to see His references to godly women,
and to their giving up. And such have been found since, to
His glory, in refreshing contrast with the hearts that spend
on fashions and display.

We observe also that the apparent unimportance of the one
receiving does not make the love less. Rather it seems to
intensify that love, as unto the Lord.* © Ope of these little
ones.” How definitely the Lord cared for the little ones that
believed in Him (Matthew 18. 6). Nor is He changed. There
may be a spiritual contrast with Babylon's minions and little

* This thought is the more emphatic after the mention of a praphet.
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ones (Ps. 137. 9), but in Matthew there seems to be a hint of
physical littleness also, and why should we not expect the
salvation of children more definitely ?  Why should not such
become disciples ?

“A cup of cold water.” Just owxe cup to @né person, but
noticed by Christ. And it was * merely water.” Yea, and
the water was cold. Fruc. this suggests refreshment to a
thirsty soul (Prov. 25. 25). but also indicates there was no
strain in getting it ready. And this thought is cmphasized
by the word “only.” The Lord's interest in that which
scems so small is ouc special topic of this chapter. Not
one sparrow falls to the ground unnoticed (verse 29), not
one hair is unnumbered (30). The message of Matthew 6
has been often before us, that believers may realize ‘God's
regard for their food and clothing.—and in * all these things ™
(Matt. 6. 32, 33). 'Tis the samc thought here of the interest
of our Father in everything of 1lis people’s life.

The word **only’ may grummaltically go with what pre-
cedes or with what follows (c.g. sce Matt. 5. 47, 9. 21), and
possibly, like the words “in love ™ (¥ph. 1. 4) and " in your
hearts * (2 Pet. 1. 19), it looks both ways.} and also empha-
sizes the privilege of recognizing a disciple, and giving on
that ground (cf. " because ye belong to Christ,” Mark 9. 41),
though it is the privilege of believers to give to enemies also,
and to do good to afl, cven when specially thinking of the
household of faith (Gal. 6. 10). Indeed the special subject
in Matthew 10 is not only the giving but. as in [ohn 12. 8,
the cxaltation of the Lord. Thus there is an identification
here: the motive is love because of Christ, brotherly love, that
love which the [oly Spirit associates with the words “ one
another.” And this brings a wondrous joy to a “ shut-in "
believer, and a background child of God. Matthew 10. 41
shows that love's attitudc identifies, and the Lord shares the
reward (cf. 1 Sam. 30.10, 24). All cannot go forth to preach
in foreign lands, but all can take the Lord’s appointed share,
and, by love's prayerful enthusiasm, and co-operation, can
truly becomc partners. But how much this suggests as to godly
concern, lest we become identified with the broadness of to-day
(2 John 11). The privilege of the Lord’s appointed oppor-
tunity is great. Prayerful concern not to be associated with
societies and schemes which leave His path must be our hearts’
desire. And He will direct in this too. He will enable. His
intense interest in Ilis people. scen in this very passage. en-
courages our confidence in Ilimself, that we may experience
His gracious guidance still (Ps. 143. 8, Prov. 3. 5, 6).

1+ Before Him in love,” **in love having predestinated’: *“*ye do
well that ye take heed . . . in your hearts,” ** in your hearts knowing
_this first.” -
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Scriptures likewise. Romanism has many parallels with Juda-
ism in its departure from truth, and in its traditions.

It may be the Romanist goes further. He says, ** How do
you know you have the books rightly handed down?” He may
even dare to criticize the Scriptures in his zeal for his own
religion, The argument cuts against himself. Does he tell
me the “church ™ gave me the Bible, and yet did not preserve
it, or hand it down rightly?

“ Why do you exalt the written words against the Living
Teacher ? " he asks. If he means the Holy Spirit, I would
answer, *1 do not.” The Holy Spirit uses the Scriptures,
He never differs from them. Remarkably we read, “As the
Holy Ghost saith’ (not “said ™), and * The Holy Ghost is
a Witness.” The written words are employed by the Living
Teacher. But my concern is whenever a self-assertive “* living
teacher ” goes against the written words. By so doing, such a
teacher belies his claims. 1 suggest that a divergence be-
tween the two is a proof that one is faulty. What did the
Lord Jesus do when the Scribes and Pharisees sat in Moses’
seat 7 Did He not say continually, * It is written,” and * Have
ye never read 7’ and similar words? He tested the human
teacher by the unchangeable written words. Writing was
granted with a view to an appeal afterwards (Isa. 30. 8), in
view of false teachers whom Christ foretold as coming.

The Romanist says, I accept the church.” I ask him,
“How do you know there is a church? If he says, Be-
cause the Church says s0,” he at once leads to the point that
such self-testimony must be well authenticated, and consistent,
and thus he cannot blame us for solemn investigation. If, on
the other hand, he replies, “ Christ promised such a church,”
he knows about the church, and the promises of the Lord

Jesus, from the Scripture. Why does he assume that he inter-
preted those passages right, before he went to Romanism,
and then at once gave up his right to interpret? The whole
position is illogical. There is only one true attitude. Test
everything by the Scriptures: if it agrees, well. If not, what-
ever be its claims, or antiquity, reject it. And be concerned
that there should be the meekness which God will instruct
(Ps. 25. 9). 1 grant, that, by the gracious teaching of the
Holy Spirit, 1 do accept what the Scripture says of itself.
But this is not arguing in a circle when the claims work out
rightly. The thought that personal witness must argue in a
circle, and that it would seem to prove the basis from the
inference, is quite fallacious, as to the one case when every-
thing harmonizes #f the claim is received. The test then be-
comes the evidence. I have a machine and the book of instruc-
tions that accompanies it. I see the book's testimony, that
it is an explanation of the machine, and feeling that there is
no evidence against this, and that it meets my need, 1 work
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further, let us not delay till the last moment, though grat.e.fu]

for God's emergency leve, but let us seek to. live”in a condition

to help others, even if they come at “midnight.”” If we serve

the Lord in usual things, we shall be more prcpared for un-

usual (Col. 4. 6). Midnight prayers and praises are a helpful
study: we remember the psalmist (119. 62), 'a.nd Paul an,.d

Silas (Acts 16. 25): and verily it is now nearing the world’s
midnight. Though we should urge petition for ourselves that
we may have the needed spiritual food, yet there is a further
encouragement here to seck unselfishly for others, and to inter-
cede unwearingly for them. even as the Lord turned the captiv-
ity of Job when he prayed for his friends (Job. 4‘|2‘. 10). "Thus
are we instructed in the “what ™ as well as tl_le when,”" and
the “how " of our prayers, that we may ask in the Name of
the Lord Jesus, and ‘“receive,” that our joy may be full (verse
10, John 16. 24). Our Heavenly Father desires us to expect
much from Him, and there is never a time when we cannot.
count on His loving interest. If above one has suggested that
the prayer should be day by day, and not only when a sudden
trial comes, it is a joy to be mindful of the mercy that
welcomes us equally in such an emergency, whatever be the
difficulty, whatever be the hour. Our Heavenly F ather would
not have us send others away empty, who look to us, though
we feel our own need, and say “1 have nothing." Can we not
look to Him that we may have a word in season to speak to
him that is weary, and that we may have lips to feed many,
though we feel ourselves so unworthy, and, as to material
resources barren ? He would encourage us at_such a time to
anticipate His enabling, nor shall a lowly believer have con-
fidence in vain. The Holy Spirit will enable, in our cxperience.
that which is impossible otherwisc (Luke 11. 13). It is well
to feel “I have nothing,” but it is well to pray expectantly
in full view of the overpowering need. God is greater than
the emergency. I can find no words more suited to ,refresh th’e
weary but humble servant of God who would minister God's
truth, and who, though conscious of God's resources al_ld the
wealth of Scripture, feels personal insufficiency, _and cries “1
have nothing.” God will not fail. “Calil upon Me 1n the day of
trouble "' is a message with a myriad of applications, for God is
both living and loving to-day. '

The dream of old was doubled to Pharoah that he might
realize the certainty (Gen. 41. 32) and it is not without sig-
nification that we find a second parable in Luke 18 .of the
same character. Again it behoves us prayerfully to notice the
exact language. The persons brought before us are “a certain
judge” and “a widow.” There is no relationship. The judge
is in one city alone, his power is limited: but even there he
complains of being worried. He breaks the first commandment
(“ which feared not God ") and with it the second (“ neither
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regarded man’'), and boasts of his attitude (verse 4). His
intense selfishness shines out:—“ Lest by her continual coming
she weary me.” The Lord Jesus describes him as a judge
who was *“made,” as it were, * of unrighteousness " for the
expression is stronger than in the English translation. A
parallel is found in “the steward of unrightcousness” (Luke
16. 8, and *children of obedience’ (1 Peter 1. 14, see Eph.
2. 2). The link with Luke 16 is impressive, for we at once
think of the Scribes and Pharisces (note Mark 12. 41). Thus
‘the passage contains a holy reproof of evil around in the
very place where the Lord Jesus spoke.

Now we begin to feel the force of the contrasts. God is
not limited to one city, nor is He ever wearied by multitudes
of His Own who call upon Him. He is the One Who has
none beyond Himself to honour, Who has no one to fear, and
ye! He tenderly regards men. And has He not revealed Him-
self as specially concerned with the interests of the fatherless
and the widow? But those who belong to Him, viewed
spiritually, are the reverse of widows and orphans (1 John 3. 1,
see John 14. 18). He is the Righteons Judge. but to them
He is more than this, He is their Father, Who will judge every
man’s work {1 Pet. 1. 17), and thus cause tribulation to
those who trouble His beloved people (2 Thess. 1. 6).

But there is a further thought. We have seen that God's
people are related to Himself, and He Himself has described
them as the bride of His Beloved Son. The widow is thus a
complete contrast, to reveal His love the more. Hence, with
expectant faith, the redeemed of the Lord, without the
trembling and distance which the widow felt, can draw near.
They do not fear that an Ahasuerus will hold back his golden
sceptre. Nor is their prayer limited toe a ¢ry for deliverance.
They rejoice to love and praisc Him to Whom they are dear,
since they are His own elect (7). We seem to find a wealth of
contrasts, but the appointed parallel s##/ remains. We are to
be as intense in prayer, as if thc answer seemed impossible
except to desperate earnestness. Although we have a definite
promise, but yet there is to be fervent prayer (Ezek. 36. 37).
“ Continual coming " is before us in verse 5, or ‘ one coming
unto the end ™ (cf. Matt. 10. 22, John 13. 1), and we remember
the principle of 1 Peter 2. 4 ““To Whom coming,” and
again “ Pray without ceasing.” *“Weary" is an unusual word:
it is found in 1 Corinthians 9. 27, and indicates “striking under
the eye ™ until there is a bruise, but, blessed ‘be God, His eyes
are upon the righteous and His ears open to their cry (Ps. 34,
15). Rather, if we do #of come, we “weary” (Isa. 43. 23, 24).

A further thought, we have an “adversary.” The singular
is important. We call to mind Matthew 6. 13, and realize
that the believer is never viewed as vindictive. We are to love
those who hate us, and pray for them; but there can be no



86 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

compromise with the arch-enemy. Hence the link of prayer
and conflict in Ephesians 6 and elsewhere, and the precious
message of James 4. 7, 8 “ Resist the devil and he will flee
from you. Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you.”

Thus we look forward to the promised avenging of God's
clect, when the accuser of our brethren shall not only be cast
down (Rev. 12, 10) but bound (Rev. 20. 2, 3), and then con-
fined in the Lake of Fire for ever (Rev. 20. 10). The attitude
here has therefore a close parallel with the disciples’ prayer
already noticed, and we realize the concern of a believer that
he may not be defeated in the present conflict with spiritual
principalities and powers. And do we not find that prayer is
the climax in that context also (Eph. 6. 18)?

It is solemn to realize that those who continue in the way
of sin will share the doom prepared for the devil and his
angels (Matt. 25. 41). Hence the thought of this holy
vengeance brings 2 Thessalonians 1. 6 to mind, yet it is not
for believers to avenge themselves (Rom. 12. 19) but to
commit themselves to Him Who judgeth righteously (1 Pet.
2. 23, 4. 19). Whenever we pray “ Even so, come, Lord Jesus ™
we realize a little of what this means for those who despise
Him; and giving place to “THE wrath™ implies a holy
recognition of God's righteousness in punishment. It is, how-
ever, deeply important to see that the elect are not said to
pray ‘“Avenge me,” but are simply characterized as crying
for help (Heb. 4. 16). This also seems part of the gracious
contrast appointed as to our mode of prayer. The parallel is
again the intensity, as found in the words “ Day and Night.”

“Though He bear long with them " seems a little difficult.
A morc literal rendering would be “And He is long-suffering
over them:' Asa rule “longsuffering” reminds us that there
could be sternness against those to whom longsuffering is
shown, and their failures are emphasized. Here we should have
anticipated a reference to His longsuffering toward the world
as in Romans 2. Nor is this overlooked, but evidently the
primary thought is longsuffering to His beloved people.
James 5. 7 may be produced by some to show that the word
can be employed (unusually) without the suggestion of failure
in the part of those to whom it is manifested. But is this so?
Does not the type there refer to the land, and its slowness in
producing fruit since the fall>? And thus we learn from Luke
18 that the seeming delay in God's intervention is because
of our spiritual need (cf. 1 Pet. 1. 6). The trials and tribu-
lations are God's longsuffering to us, that we may know godly
repentance, and growth and fruitfulness’ This is a deeply
helpful thought. The elect cry day and night, but their
Heavenly Father will not remove the enemy before the
appointed time. The wrath of men, and of the arch-enemy
himself, cannot destroy the redeemed. But our felt need is
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our strength, and our Father is .training us thr
He is LQNGSUFFERING, for we rﬁight wgﬁglaealléut\’gg,
as the disobedient prophet, and those at Corinth. This
passage ‘E)ecomes thus a striking help as to permitted strains
and God’s use of the end of this age will be similar The
great'tn_bulgtlon 1s not His wrath, but man's wrath'under
Satan's instigation, overruled for the good -of 'the,Lord"s
gedeemed_ Thus Luke 18 is closely parallel with 2 Peter
G.Og: where the longsuffering is definitely said to be towards
A s people that they may be brought to repentance. And
trgss wedlantlmpa.te the precious revival, promised for the
}S)pirir?t 1spensation, in the gracious w?rking of the Holy
_But a day will come when speedily, and wi i
rapid succession, God will arise orll) beth’f of Hi;t};osgsn:;elsn
But what will be the effect when such are caught up to meet
’Hlm in the air? Will there be then a change **on the earth”
among the ungodly who thus have evidence of God's inter-
pOSlt]?'n? Will He after that event “find the faith on the
earth ”? Nay: Antichrist will but stiffen his rebellion, and
men \Y]]l unite with the adversary against the Lord of Glor
Such is man. This allusion to those “on the earth,” parallgf
with the many passages in Revelation which describe the
earth-dwellers (e.g. 8. 13, 11. 10, 13. 8 etc.), gives the k
which exactly fits the lock. ’ ' ©E

(If the Lord will, to be continued).

Some Unexpected Words.

THE Scriptures give us God's own clear view of inner
experiences.  Sometimes this fact is suddenly brought
before us, Human character has many paradoxes, and gwe
have God s own unveiling. For example, Peter Spoljce on the
transfiguration mount, and made very definite proposals, “ for
he wist not what to say " (Mark 9. 6), and how oft:an we
have. spoken because we have not known what to say. How
gracious is this warning, and how it searches our heart that
tsl;(;rs may be a holy silence, when “we know mnot what to
. Again, how beautiful is the tenderness of Luke 22. 45
He found them sleeping for sorrow™ we should have ex-
plained more ruggedly, and possibly attributed to lack of
sorrow. But the Lord is exceedingly gracious. Many times
have we accounted for the failures of others in the unkindest
way, instead of the most loving? O that we may be more
gracious 1n our thoughts—and, it may be added, a little more
severe to ourselves at times. it is easy to e:;cuse self and
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blame others, and thus to use divers weights and divers
measures, But do we not desire to be honest ?

Further, there is a keen analysis of an inner paradox in
Luke 24. 41, “ They yet believed not for joy.”” The power of
feelings is thus manifested. Kven joy needs to be in the sphere
of God's will, else will it bear strange fruit. And this is
evident with Rhoda in Acts 12. 14, “She opened not the
gate for gladness.” We all agree that she ought to have
opened it. Did it not seem unkind to keep Peter so that he
«continued knocking " ? But “ feelings " have no logic, unless
in holy fellowship with a mind subject to God's will. Feelings
of joy may become unthinkably unkind and selfish; and “love”’
is just as uncertain, unless it is love in the truth. These gentle
hints of the Holy Spirit are a wondrous help to prayer that
we may grow up into Christ in: all things (Eph. 4. 15), and
that all that is within us may bless God’s Holy Name (Ps.103).

God’s Plan of Grace.

The wondrous grace of God shines forth in every part of
His plan for His people. No created being, no archangel was
sent to deliver: the Son of God, the Lord of glory Himself
came. The bearing of Divine wrath was not put on oneé
side: His holy justice would allow of no compromise, and
thus, in infinite grace, the Lord Jesus took the place of guilty
sinners, and became a curse (Gal. 3. 13), and the worthless-
ness and weakness and wickedness of those saved shows forth
grace the more fully. And the eternity and height of their
blessing once again display the matchlessness of grace. We
can only adore, and wonder, and rejoice.

Revelation 15 affords a striking contrast with Daniel 3. But
in the heavenly scene we have the glory of God, and the beauty
of worship, and the harps are used in holy praise alone. And,
(solemn is the thought), the “burning fiery furnace ” of man
is removed, but sin cannot be merely removed, there is righteous
retribution, and the lake of fire is before us in the inspired
record that we may warn men of the peril of their own way,
with holy longing for the salvation of souls from all “ people,
nations, and languages.” Thanks be to God, for a glorious
gospel, and for a free salvation by the blood of His Beloved

Son.
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“by the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the
host of them by the breath of His mouth™ (Ps. 33, 6). And
again, “ He spake, and it was done:; He commanded, and it
stood fast” (verse 9). And this stress on His word is often
before us, e.g., *Upholding all things by the word of IHis
power” (Heb. 1. 3), showing that the continuance is similarly
associated with His word. Certain specific cases are cmphasized
by the Holy Spirit, “And God said, Let there be light: and
there was light” (Gen. 1. 3). This is. it seems to me, the
allusion of Hebrews 11. 3. ¢ Through faith we understand
that the ages have been fitted together by a word of God ™
(lit.).1 As to the stars we arc reminded that God ‘ bringeth
out their host by number: Hc calleth them all by namecs by
the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power; not
one faileth” (Isa. 40. 26). The thought of God's voice com-
manding nature is thus frequently impressed upon us. and
Job 88 illustrates. with its humbling grandeur. In verse 11 the
proud waves are addressed (cf. Mark 4. 39). and in verse 12
we read ¢ Hast thou communded the morning since thy days?”
—-and again in verse 34, © Canst thou lift up thy voice to the
clouds that abundance of waters may cover thee?” Truc these
latter verses are questions rather than statements. but they
afford a refreshing contrast to the present day attitude which
would seek to shut out God from the very creation which He
Himself has created.

The “ WORD ™ of the Lord Jesus in healing is a helpful
study (Matt. 8. 16), and He commended the centurion who in
faith laid stress on this (Matt. 8. 8-10, cf. John 4. 50). Itis
instructive to sce that on some occasions the diseased were
brought to the Lord, on others He went to them, and for yet
others He worked at a distance. Sometimes He spoke without
touching, sometimes Ile spoke and touched, sometimes He
touched, and sometimes He was touched by the hand of faith,
and we know not if He spoke a direct word of healing or not.
Though this helps us much as to spiritual parallels, and the
differing experiences of those who are saved, lest we strive to
compel that which becomes a rut, we observe the stress upon
Himself in every case, and the need for personal relationship,
and, morcover, the usual prominence of His commanding
WORD. So it was in each case of raising from the dead.

As to the provision of our daily nceds. God usually employs
ordinary means. \We call them ordinary because they are
regular, but actually the growing of the wheat is no less extra-
ordinary, and miraculous, than the giving of the manna. In
any casc we are utterly dependent on Him. That which is

1 The translation ** worlds ' in Heb. 1. 2 and here may at first seem
more justifiable than ** world " in Matt. 13. 39, but it is the same
word, and 1 guestion il we have the warrant of the Holy Spint
for its adoption here, when we compare Scripture with Scripture.
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man’s production is a living miracle’'s use of miracle: that is
all.  Though God can keep a Moses alive forty Ldayt?d;nlcbl
forty nights without eating (Deut. 9. 18), and can cause an
Elijah to go in the strength of one meal for a similar period
(1 Kings }9. 8), He expects us normally to pray for and par-
take of “daily” bread. In like mamner, though He Who
giveth to the young ravens that cry. can cause them to bring
JS}IllsmséerI;/antthbiea(il_ e;lnd Hclsh. He usually appoints that we
uy that which is sold i i
Should oy that which 1s o 1 the market, or obtain through
In spiritual things, our sovereign God does not bind Himself
to use a human voice. The ** question " in Romans 10. 14 gives
room for His own direct working.® but puts the responsibility
on His people 1o fulfil Matthew 28. 19 with lving urgency. and
in the building up of His people, though He can dispense with
means, yet the Lord Jesus gave gifts, some of which werce
1ou11d_at1c?11al (Eph. 2. 20), and some of which seem to dennitely
remain * for the perfecting of the saints unto the work of
ministry. unto the building up of the body of Christ™ (Iiph
4. 12). And, indecd, the thought of a * personal” leading'
that ignores brethren in Christ, seems foreign to the loving,
emphasis on the means appointed: “All the body by JOINTS
AND BANDS having nourishment ministered, and knit together
increaseth with the increase of God ™ (Col. 2. 19, cf. Eph.’
4. 16). To put aside His use of means and expect a special
111c}ependen§y is to exalt self, as many do when they make the
written Scriptures secondary, or even still less prominent, and
imagine revelations individually. ’
And u:hat shall we say as to the weaknesses of the human
frame? To how many dear children of God the thought comes
searchingly, “ What means of healing am I to seek when the
Lord_ permits physical trials?” Let us gladly seek to learn
th_e first lesson that *‘healing” is not the primary matter, but
His glory. and hence the learning of flis lesson, for the‘re is
no mere chance with Him.  He has a purpose, else the atflic-
tion .\‘\'oul_d not be allowed to touch us, nor even to ‘" come
near.” Undoubtedly ONE lesson may be that sometimes we
have *“feared " and not exercised faith (Ps. 91. 10), and that
the remedy is to be found in faith's simple expectation that
He will act. But let us remember that faith is not limited to
one act: we are to LIVE by the faith of the Son of God. and
to WALK by faith. Hence to expect “healing ™ while over-
looking other parts of the walk of faith would often be a wish
for the removal of precious chastisement. rich with fruit. [f
Paul had been delivered from the thorn in the tlesh he would
have * gainced " physically but “lost ™ spiritually (2 Cor. 12.7);
and we too should have lost. Hence it s deeply importan,t
to be quiet before God whenever physical trials are ours.

2 This is the more evident in view of verse 17, and Eph. 2. 17;
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They may come through ordinary circumstances,? 'butngod _ha.s
definite messages in everything, and we wish to hear His voice.
Possibly Ile calls us aside from the bustle of our uwr; w.a):.
Possibly He teaches us our dependence un lh‘ms'elf. anc _gﬁvus
renewed force to the words of our adorable Saviour. \YIF ‘ou;
Me ye can do nothing.” There may, indeed. be several pgn}ts U-l
gracious instruction entwined. May we each have ancar to hear

But the question now comes: How shall we scgk ltof deqi
with the physical strain, after we have ll‘lilnkcd ¢ Oll’.l
and sought to learn what He is l(-zu'ln‘ng.’. Shall we do nln.t mlg
else,~—nothing physical?” The loly Spirlt certainly vmp_x‘as‘uui.
definite spiritual exercises in James 5. 13-16. and, in this ('”i]'x
text, specially appoints the use (3't prayer, prqvnded‘n 1i2t uES
prayer of faith. After the Lord’s intimation in 2 (ior_. f.t-
the prayer of faith could hardly have been offered. It 1fs o ;.111
overlooked that the Holy Spirit uses a special word for t3e
“sick” in Jas. 5. 15, only found elsewhere in Hebrews 12. 1
1 Jobn 5. 16 has a similar message as to the body, a_nd thc;:. l'€¢.lf
power of prayer. And we need to cmphasize this, even 1
we do not find elders, in days of weakne'ss. 'l‘he Holy SplnE
has not said “the prayer of the elders” but “the prayer of
faith.” Within the one limit of God's Will, faith hfas. a
tremendous power, and though many of the miracles ot hcalu}:lg‘
in the New Testament were rather upon those who came to the
Lord for the first time, or those who are not }mown to vlla‘ve .b(ItCEl
serving Him, and though Timothy .had frequent lllhl‘ml‘tle'b{
and Trophimus was left at Miletum sick, we dare ngt say it {b
always God’s Will to chasten His devoted ministering _peo’p ¢
in the same way. Epaphroditus was raised up, and in any
case we are never called to mere passivity in God's W ill, we
are to will to do His \Will, and to be earnest to tind out what
it is. _

(/] the Lord will, to be conlinued.)

3]t is important to remember this,. and to judge the Sll_:l ‘ff‘ clalcclsm-
ness. If I unnecessarily stand in a draught, I _m?.)fLJC} i e‘s'.
and one lessun may be God’s loving testimony against qr-get uln br
which probably marks the same life in many ways. In '}1l\eGm':\1m;l(.;H.
if 1 am indifferent to the repair of my boots, whenever o has
granted money for this, I cannot rightly ask Him 1o r'gl;:o}\le Lhe
consequences. So as to unsuitable food, or late rising \}lt 1211:1_1 <
partaking of a meal, and a thousand other little things, praye
not to be viewed as an easy way out of the difficulty, = )

It is well to mention these ‘* details '~ they are not trivialities-
since the hairs of our head are all numbered, and God Hlll"lSCI-f
cares for the body, it is wrong for us to make light qf our tl"u'atelnj
ship. The principle of ' nourishing and cherishing ™ is Dlvxfne.)
approved (Eph. 5. 29). This must be carefully distinguished réusn
pandering to it.  We are not to count our life dear to OURSELV >
but we ure to hold it carefally in trust for the Lord, that the hml
may be presented a living sacritice. and the members as 3\;31)01;
of righteousness. Unfitness for service through our own 113(11' ererl1{c
is quite distinct from the scar through suffering for Christ's sake.
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The Devil's Promises.

THE devil delights to make promises. “Ye shall not surely

dic " illustrates his devices. And when he dared to attack
the Lord of glory he gave a commandment with a promise,
But the Holy Onc¢ unmasked the iniquity, and used the sword
of the Spirit with power. The man of sin will be a complete
contrast. He will be glad to work miracles for his own
“advantage” (Christ's refusal is seen in Matt. 4. 4). and
reccive from Satan the kingdoms of this world and the glory
of them (sec Isa. 14. 19). and, apparently, cast himself down
from the temple pinnacle (Dan. 9. 27)* obtaining all at the
price of worshipping the dragon and approving this worship
(Dan. 11. 38, 39, Rev, 13. 4), Such is the revealed climax of
civilization.

But the message of Holy Scripture is deeply practical to-day.
Has not Christendom illustrated thesinof Eve (cf. Matt. 13. 33,
the changed food). and fallen in the temptations where the
Lord Jesus stood unmoved? Has not Christendom sought the
Kingdom before the time? The history of Romanism is un-
mistakable, and the daughters of the harlot of Revelation 17
are to be found in “churches” established by the world, and
joined therewith. O for true heartbrokenness as to the travesty
of the Lord's appuintment.

There may not have been the open demand. “ If thou wilt
fall down and worship me.” but Satan, disguised as an angel
of light, has obtained more allegiance than any of us realize.
The Lord’s will is not followed. The Lord’s narrow way is
not kept. The Lord’s commandments are not obeyed. Success
has been secured at the expense of disobedience. But is it
“success ’? Numbers without God are merely ciphers. One
soul is precious when “in Christ Jesus,” but myriads of tares
are vain, and hay and stubble will not abide the fire. O for
a heart-searching revival that there may be no desire for
carthly advantages and apparent prosperity. but simple willing-
ness for God's Will. FEverything that aims at ruling now,
instead of the path of rejection, is not of God. The Holy
Spirit never contradicts His own written words, and every
leading against them, however emotional and seemingly earnest,
has another source. The Hesh, with its “goodliness " (Isa.
40. 6), acted upon by the enemy “transformed {2 Cor. 11. 14),
must give us the saddening key to much religious history.

But the message of the Holy Spirit as to Satan's devices is
personal.  How often we have sought the easicr path. and
desired certain apparent results. instead of a complete willing-
ness to wait God's time. The cnemy's attack on the Lord Jesus
was, throughout, an attempt to urge acting before the time.
We, as much as the Hebrews, have need of patience (Heb,

* A literal translation helps.



94 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

10. 36). To be willing to be misunderstood. and re?used: tto
lose apparently open doors, and numbers:—the ﬂﬁSl resg;as
the humbling way of God. Surely we neced grace that we may
never listen to the syren voice of temptation to take things 1rf1to
our own hands. ‘““Rest in the Lord. and wait _patiently for
Him.” Success is not success without Him: rejection 1s not
failure, if with Him.

———

SOME *“CONTRAST" PARABLES.
(Concluded.)

And now we return to another “ Contrast Pamb']‘c,’ \\'huélh

concerns “that Blessed Hope” (Luke 12. 36. 37). lhc”wc;r 5
*“Ye yourselves like unto men that wait for th_elr L(')rd s ::c]:m
that there is a parallel. This is in the believers atfltu el.
“ Blessed are those servants whom the lord when He Lomelil-
shall find watching.” The added words at once show thatﬂt t
other part is in an appointed contrast. * 1 say unto you 1;1
He shall gird Himself, and make them to sit down to mf;?f
and will come forth and serve them.” (Luke 12. §7) 'In‘ot 3%1
words, our Lord is the opposite of *their lord™ in verse 36.
And this instantaneously removes a difficulty which has per-
plexed many. “Zkeir lord” returns from fhe wedding, our
Lord comes to welcome His people unto the ** Marriage Supper
of the Lamb.” We can picture the contrast. The easFtezrn
servant might well be anxious as to the return of a masl err,‘
after the festivities of a wedding. He could hardly expect ove
and consideration. \What if there were drunkgfm.es_s, and dis
regard of others ? How different is our Lordl T'his is the pﬁi“t-
of the message. It will be observed that as in the parab e&i
of Luke 11 and 18 the contrast is in the One Who gives ‘m((:1
controls: the parallel is to be found in the attltt}de Lanl
intensity of the Lord’s people. It is evident that t\i:d or;\
Jesus Christ hints a danger into which the enemy wou S(.i,‘
to make us fall. And what is that danger? s 1t not thc
misuse of grace? Because our gracious Lord is not ain @]l{;f
judge, and because He comes to welcome  us, shall weH_L
less earnest, or less prepared? The peril of mlsusm-gh is
love is the Divine teaching .in the warp and woof of all these
pal'al)\lﬁz. we find a helpful illustration, and currobor;'mun in
Luke 17. 7-10. This seems to show us that by God’s grag{c
we arc on the right track. The parallel is less fully e'.\;pla?ne "
but its meaning is, I think, clear. Albeit we rxght'l) Sa)f\ W ¢
are unprofitable servants,' the Lord does not thu‘.? Spe&i Od
those who seek to pleasc Him. Rather, He says Goo ar
faithful servant,” And in the light of Luke 12 we seem to
t Distingui : “unfaithful.” We cannot bring the Lord profit.
l ll))elgaltlt?sgeug‘}l Iﬁ?lgwnuwe givLé to Him; but we can be faithful.
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sce the precious surprise of the future, Might we not antici-
pate that after our ploughing and shepherding, (two helpful
parts of scrvice), He would expect us in that Day to provide
something more for Him? But has [le not deigned to unveil
that He will come forth and welcome His own into His
banqueting house? He has nothing for which to thank us.
yet He will not say to us ‘ Afterward thou shalt eat and
drink.” In striking contrast the words shine forth, * Until
that day when I drink it new w@itZ pow in My Father's King-
dom ™ (Matt. 26. 29}, and again, * That ye may eat and drink
at My table in My Kingdom " ‘Luke 22. 30). Such is grace,
and thus every one of these related messages cmphasizes His
love altogether beyond all that we receive from the fickle men
of earth, or could hope to receivc even from the kindest.
And *grace” is thus set forth by the Holy Spirit, that we
may not he proud and self-reliant. or misuse the mercy
received, to become gradually less and less earnest in prayer
and daily life. Our watchfulness should be as real as if we

“drecaded our Master ‘though, by grace, we do not), and love

should be stronger than terror, with an intense desire for His
joy and glory. :

We repeat that, throughout these contrast parables, which
seem to make Lwo ' pairs,”? the message is one. The believer
is to present a likeness to those of this world in their fullest
earnestness. The cause with them may be sudden emergency,
or fear, or great trouble. The cause with redeemed ones is
quite different. But the intensity is to be felt and manifested.
Our gracious God never withholds unlovingly, never acts un-
justly, never proves a hard Master. Every passage reveals His
glory by contrast. But we are not to * take advantage ™
of His perfect love. Moreover, for our training He graciously
deals with us at times in a way which we cannot understand,
and which the enemy will suggest is evidence of neglect, or
indiffcrence. But His silence and sceming delay are set forth
by these parables as to be expected, yet never to he resenied,
or attributed to anything except love. The practical bearing
of these messages on our attitude, under God's unexplained
dealings with His own, is now becoming evident, and we realize
gratefully, in the Holy Spirit’s cnabling, the way in which every
word of Scripture is addressed to believing hearts, that God's
beloved children may trust in Him at all times, and never
compiain of His gracious refining and moulding. in order that
there may be a vessel to His own joy and glory.

2We call to mind the mustard seed and leaven: the hid treasure and
pearl: the two parables of rejected invitations to the feast, etc.

The Holy Spirit always glorifies Christ, and takes of the
things of Christ, and leads believers to say *“Come” with
the bright hope of His loved Appearing.
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What is Our Object in Gospel Testimony,

lb’ it the glory of God, in the salvation of souls? Ah, how
often we must own. that much of self comes in.  But do we
not desire that Ilc alone may be exalted ? 1f so, this affects
the mode of preaching and the accompaniments. The writer
had this forcibly brought bhefore him, when hearing that some
had remarked of the plain gospel tracts issued., that they
would not convert even a dog, and that anecdotes and pictures
werc wanted. . T

The statement was truer than those who made it meant
it to be. Human methods are seeking conversion, but the con-
version of a dog means that he will turn again to his own
vomit (2 Pet. 2. 22). So many scem afraid to drop usual
attractions, and afraid of anything except a shallow work.
God's work is deep, God wounds and He heals. We are not
in His service to convert those whom Scripturc describes as
DOGS, but to seck the SIIEEP going astray (1 Pet. 2. 25),
whom the Lord thus characterizes, even before they knew Him,
inasmuch as He foreknows them (John 10. 16). Never would
we misuse His mighty grace to excuse laziness. e should bo
as carnest as if everything depended on our labours. Our
Lord has shown this principle in the parables of importunate
prayer, but we need to realize His authority and control, and
to keep out methods of our own, and to be very dependent
upon Himself.

Human schemes will bring numbers awhile. and may seem
successful. But the only building which will stand the Lord's
test is that which is joined to hearing His sayings, and doing
them (Matt. 7. 24). This is of vital importance. If we
use worldly means, and rely upon stories, pictures and music,
any faith such produced will not stand in the wisdom of
God (1 Cor. 2. 5), nor will it abide.* Natural faith is not
spiritual. The message of Galatians 1. 10 speaks impressively
to us all, however long wo have known the Lord, and however
much we have sought in the past to serve Him. [f we please
men, or please ourselves, we are not the servants of Christ.
O that our will may be within His will, and responsive to
Him; for the Holy Spirit never leads to anything else. The
words of Luke 16. 31 bear a solemn witness to those who
would use any method that is not Scriptural. And let us
recollect that the sow washed and the dog turned. may not
only turn again. but if there is the saddening climax of

Matthew 12. 44, 45, are we not responsible, if we have left

the Lord’s plan for our own?

¥ Our hearts readily acknowledge Philippians 1. 18, and that God
may, in sovereign love, overrule, and bless and refresh souls, as in
Numbers 20, cven though the methods are wrong, But to misuse
His overruling in otder to defend departure from His revealed will
is one of the most common, and sadly resultful, sins of to-day.
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