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+He endured, as seeing Him Who is invisible.” Heb:11. 27.
| ooking unto JESUS, the Author and Finisher of our faith :
Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of GOD.” Heb: 12. 2.

«“ We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen: for the things which are seen are tem=
poral; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
2 Cor: 4, 18.

A Word of Introduction.

AGAIN are we privileged to send forth a testimony unfo the
LORD. These are materialistic days, and i{f any regard
the LORD in their daily life they are esteemed mud! “ What
would happen if all were like you?" we are asked. Scripture
gives no prephecy of such universal fellowship in seeking to
please the LORD, but rather the reverse.

Just now, however, we would consider the underlying denial of
GOD. Can the questioner say what would happen, without he
assumes that GOD is as nothing! We are urged, it may be, fo
talk reasonably, and fo ponder things as they are; but we would
rejoice to live knowing the LORD is as He ts, and therefore, that
whereas unbelief is illogical and ruinous for a child of GOD,
faith is reasonable and resullful for such. Hence we would
speak of CHRIST, and of the words of truth, which were never
more needed fhan they are TO-DAY'!
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“ 7N Great Door . . is Opened, AND ., ., .”
1 Cor: 16.9.
lF the LORD encourages, we need not be surprised at difficulties.
There is no cause for alarm. ' GOD is faithful' The LIVING
GoDp will more than meet every problem, every emergency. QOur
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trials are overruled to cast us upon Him, t i

in ourselves. It is delightful to have the'ogeﬁifipdzi:ﬁntlh?;ilienge
as a comparison of Rev: 3. 7, 8 and Isa: 22 will suggest, and a“1- )
the opened door for wilness to an ungodly world. But w’h t ace
wepneelzd to use eacl; unto His glory. At grace

aul, 2 servant o JESUS CHRIST, was not i
found " many adversaries” at Ephesus. Th:b:')igfl :\ILSdL?gsD'er e
town was not.turned to the SAVIOUR of worthless sinneI:'s pTrc:1ues
GOD worked in gr:a\ce. but how many, like Demetrius the silv'ersrnith‘
saw, even as multitudes to-day, that the SPIRIT of CHRIST and th .
spirit of the_ woz.'ld are ever in antagonism. Those who want wh ‘:
e;rth can give, in this present evil age (Gal. 1. 4) turn aside fro::l
L ‘sddes.pnsed gosp_el. Many adversaries ;" some manifest, some
bl en : some J'emsh, some Gentile : some clever, some ignc;rant-—
dut .all united in one thing., They were against the LORD. The
evil ha.d, and has, many instruments. What a mercy to b
trasted instruments of our adorable LORD. Y e con

Who Can Draw Near to God ?

lN vovlgen times GOD was pleased to have a tabernacle on earth,
Nadoo en any‘sought 'to approach His presence in their own way, as
; a7a and .‘fb}hu, ﬁIe judged severely. And the words of Num'iS
, 7 are striking, "a 'stranger shall not come nigh unto you-.—the'
;g;uggelg t}lat cc(:}n(l)eth nigh lshall be put to-death.” We little realize
rlous D . :— 1) . . 13 . -
o is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises,
In these days, life and incorrupti
. ption have been brought to light
tl;rclnlugh the_gospel. Those who were strangers from thi covenaltits
0 tt fe: promise have become near, in the blood of CHRIST. Believers
ic:]udee:iozl ::-1\1; ﬁeopl:s,hare nbc; llgnger strangers and foreigners. Itis
ellous to have 1 i .
dees (',f el ness to enter into the holiest by the
But is GOD less glorious ? Nay, " i
y, all sinned and are coming
sh:)rt of the glor_‘y of GOD."‘ He is still stainlessly holy, and wiﬁ
?nois :x;::e one sxcllm nfm'l one sinner, The gospel contains no compro-
se, a wonderful and free salvati
satlefaction of every demand of law. vation, because of a complete
ence, though seated in heavenl i
y places in CHRIST JESUS, we
i;l/ould be very humb]e', and serve with reverence and godly fear.
o e Lshould have no confidence in the flesh, but much confidence in
fi 1'()Rl'.). Only as we appreciate the standing which grace has given,
?[‘1;1 ive correspondingly, can we experience a spiritual drawing near,
o e words of John 3, 21 assert a general Divine principle :—" He
at doeth truth cometh to the Light." Jas: 4. 8 is in a wondrous
co;itext. The drawing nigh to GOD cannot be with hands full of
evil, cannot be while we overlook what dishonours Him. The HoLy
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SPIRIT draws us away from this sin, and thus is there spiritual
blessing, to the praise of the glory of the grace of our GOD and
FATHER.

s« That Blessed Hope.”

The Hope of the LORD'S Coming is set before His own, as their
bright prospect, in their lifetime, throughout the present dispensation,
and anything which tends to obscure it hinders well-pleasing service
unto Him. 1 Thess: 4. 13-17.

Differences of those who bear the Name of CHRIST cannot be
denied or ignored : their common existence, markedly in this con-
nexion, should humble us, that in the SPIRIT of GOD, and withont
any confidence in the flesh—whether in our own opinions or
another's—we may be brought to know and own and love the mind

and will of the LORD.

1 Cor: 1. 10 is not a dead letter : the LORD is sufficient for His
people’s needs, as they count on Him, and not on history.

It is important we should realize the absolute authority of truth,
and humbly seek to have " readiness of mind " for its acceptance,
though we cannot assume that this entirely exists. Such expressions
as “ I am perfectly willing to yield to any Scripture evidence,"” may

betoken pride.

“ Qur opinions " are worse than valueless, if they contradict any
testimony of GOD. Not only will they hinder us now, but mislead
others and cause real loss at the Judgment Seat of CHRIST. The
spirit of debate is not spiritual : we must never excuse obstinacy :
brotherly love tends to remove differences, and longs for love's cor-
rection of oneself, that GOD in ALL things may be glorified.

" A soft answer turneth away wrath : but grievous words stir up
anger" (Prov. 15.1). A wrong manner may do even more harm
than wrong matter. ' Let your speech be alway with grace.”
These thoughts need our spiritual realization in spiritual conver-
sation, which the flesh will seek to turn to unspiritual controversy.

Tribulation is the portion of the LORD'S saved ones {John 16. 33,
Acts 14. 22, 1 Thess : 3). There is nothing in the words " the great
tribulation” to exclude saints of the present dispensation, nor to imply
wrath, nor to suggest that those who do pass through it, and wash
their robes, are saved by anything but unmerited and unmingled

GRACE.
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* GOD hath not appointed us to wrath' (1 Thess. 5. 9), but it is
possible for present-day believers to be on the earth while He is
manifesting His displeasure against others in various ways {1 Thess.
2 16, Luke 21. 22, 23, 24, Luke 14, 16-24, Heb. 10. 27).

Nevertheless, in the wondrous wisdom of GOD, two definite Words
for GOD'S wrath (fvpos and 3py7) are limited, in the Revelation, to a
period after the Tribulation (fveos, 14.10, 19; 15.1,7; 16.1,19;
19. 15, épyn, 6. 16,17; 11.18; 14.10; 16.19; 19. 15), as if to
suggest that the tribulation is not f#e period of His wrath, but rather
of Satan’s indignation (12. 12).

In the fifth unsealing (Rev: 8) we find a definite reference to a
time of tribulation on earth, and GOD s not yet avenging. The
saints are still under the altar, not yet raised (¢f. 6.9 and 20. 4)
nor are believers viewed as personally in glory anywhere in the
Book, till after this (7. 9 is plainly affer 6. 11).

If any should say, ' You look for events and signs, not for
CHRIST,” we plead with them not to judge our heart-attitude, nor to
bring down the heavenly hope to the level of mental logic, reminding
them, that such an ' argument” would not only have deprived one
of the apostles of the blessed Hope, and for years, since he was to
become old (John 21, 18, 19), but acted seriousty as to his testimony
in this matter, and the confidence of any acquainted with the Divine
appointment for him. Nor can we forget such words as Acts 9. 15,
16, 23.11. Did they prevent the true and spiritual emphasis of the
LorD's NEAR Coming ?

————

Boasting Shut ©Out.
Rom: 3. 27.

ANY theory of salvation which does not exclude boasting is only a

theory. GOD'S way of mercy glorifies Himself alone. We
dare not exalt any man. Man is an utter failure. " The Zaw of
faith” is beautifully and holily stern, and unbending, upon this
matter. Boasting is a denial of grace, and though saved ones
sometimes show pride, their pride is a verbal rejection of what Gop
bas done. It is a wondrous privilege to realize that He does not
hold us to the consequences of our words in such a connexion, but
often we have a painful * howbeit,” because we have spoken un-
advisedly with our lips which should have glorified Him,

Qur title is, both as to docirine and practice, of the greatest
importance. Test doctrine by it, and consider practical growth in
grace by the light of this Divine utterance. Alas, if the doctrine and
practice differ, there is a GOD-dishonouring failure. Those who
preach free grace should live free grace, in the power of the HOLY
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How To Speak,

{3 LET your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that

ye may know how ye ought to answer every man " (Col.4. 6).
The great aim of life should not be talk. Publicity should not be
the attraction, ‘To please GOD is our privilege, and everything
else is a failure.

In conversation among those we often meet, and among those we
rarely meet, it is our privilege to honour our Heaveuly FATHER.
We should never be anti-spiritual, never excuse being unspiritual.
Grace has delivered us from the law of sin and death, that we may
serve the LORD even in details. Little things belong to Him.
Moments are His. And the members of our bodies should be in-
struments, and weapons, of righteousness. James 3 is very solemn.

“ Grace " was poured over His lips (Ps. 45. 2, Prov. 22, 11), and
we are to follow Him. Moreover, the word may imply "~ gratitude,”
and, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT, we should ever avoid the
SIN of grumbling, But grace is NOT mere affability. There must
be a true seasoning with salf. Honey was NOT permitted in the
offerings : salt was EVER present. But if the food be made too salt,
(and the reference in Col: 4 to a meal is mosf helpful, see Prov:
10. 21) there will be a hindrance! Surely we need the LORD'S
own fellowship, nor will this be withholden. How vast are our

privileges !

The Teaching of God in 2 Thess: 3. 14.

“HAVE no company with him"'; concerning whom does the LORD

command thus 7 The langunage is forcible,* but it has a con-
text. The object is set forth “ That he may be ashamed."] And an
accompaniment of heart-attitude is clear :—"' Ye# count him nof AS AN
EMEMY (negative), but admonish AS A BROTHER " {positive). Hence
these commands are NOT concerning the believer's separation from
the world, NOR as to those who, though they were once named
“ brethren,” have been rightly put out from Christian fellowship
(1 Cor. 5.11). 1 Cor: 5 (in verses 9 and 11) contains the only
other use of this word, almost the same as that found in Hos: 7.8
(Sept:)—" Ephraim, he hath mixed himself among the people.”

Every sin contains within it the seed of death, and consequently
the germ of exclusion. It is a mercy that GOD prevents His own
children from finishing that which grieves Him (Jas. 1. 15). All
sin should be hated, even as Israecl were bidden to have no leaven
seen with them. We cannot be too concerned as to that which
grieves the SPIRIT of GOD.

The primary reference in 2 Thess: 3. 14 may have been to one
walking " disorderly " (11) with respect to laziness. He was a busy-
* Lit: “do not be mixed up with” or “ do not mix yourselves up with."”

be l,‘ijt:_"turning": “that he may be ashamed” is “ that he may have been
turned in.”
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body. Apparently the teaching in Thessalonica that a secret Coming
of CHRIST had taken place was producing this evil fruit. But the
words of Scripture always deal with much more than we might ex-
pect. Hence the word "such” in verse 12, and " if any man* are
comprehensive. Whenever there is a setting aside of GOD'S words,
there must be wholescme discipline with a view fo restoration,
and there is nof the added thought of 1 Cor: 5. 11 " NOT to keep
company . . NOR TO EAT with such an one.” There we have the
climax of exclusion, not so here. The suggestion is that the LORD
grants repentance, through a gedly illustration of the principle of
Lev: 19. 17 " Thou shalt not hate thy brother, in thine heart : thou
shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon
him ' (see verses 16 and 18). Hence the beautiful addition ** The
LORD of peace Himself give you peace always by all means."”

The Living God.
Salvation is linked with the knowledge of the Living GOD,
Acts 14. 15,1 Thess. 1. 9.
Our fellowship and worship are in holy realization of the Living
GoD, 2 Cor. 6. 16, 1 Tim. 3. 15, Heb, 12. 22.
Our difficulties are met by the same glorious power. 1 Tim. 4. 10.
Hence the warning of Heb. 3. 12.
How awful the thought of Heb. 10. 31.
A concordance of above, and other passages may help :(—
The SONT of the Living GOD, Matt. 16. 16.
The SPIRIT of the Living GOD. 2 Cor. 3. 3.
Those linked with CHRIST are made sons of the Living GOD,
Rom. 9. 26.
Temple of the Living Gob, 2 Cor. 6. 16.
Church of the Living GOD. 1 Tim. 3. 15.
City of the Living GOD, Heb., 12. 22,
To serve the Living GOD, 1 Thess. 1. 9, Heb. 9, 14,
We trust in the Living GOD, 1 Tim, 4. 10.
An evil heart departing from the Living GOD, Heb. 3. 12.
The seal of the Living GOD, Rev. 7. 2,
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living GOD,
Heb. 10. 31,
Similar Names :—
The Living FATHER, John 6. 57.
The Living BREAD, John B. 51, see 4. 10, 11.
A Living STONE, 1 Pet. 2. 4, hence verse 5.
Well may the LORD’S people rejoice, all because of a new and
living Way into the very presence of GOD, Heb. 10. 20.

1+ Note emphasized article. contrast Rom: 9. 26. Somewhat remarkably the
article is often omitted before * Living Gob,” 1o emphasize His characleristic.
The language and the context in such a case prove there can be no other.
Hence the article is net needed.
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Otherwise Grace is No More Grace.
Rom. 11. 6.

[S‘ mercy a reality ? Is it true that GOD has no reason outside

Himself, and His own love for our salvation ? If the answer be
* yes,” as it surely must be from all humble believers, we must
realize the right of election. ' Oh,” say some, “#hat is not fair.”
Such opposition assumes merif in the ruined sinner. Has not GOD
a perfect right to do that which He wills with His own free bounty ?
If my salvation, in wondrous grace, necessitates that another must
have the same * opportunity,'” the sovereignty of GOD is denied, and
He is no longer acknowledged as absolutely unconstrained. This
thought is solemn. Can GOD be bound by anything except His own
trath ? Can He be limited as men are limited ? Oar hearts shrink
from such a thought. There was no necessity for GOD'S grace to
us. It was only in mercy that He provided everything for our
present and final acceptance before Himself, Oh how wondrous is
His lovingkindness.

The verse quoted above from Rom: 11 attacks human theories
which set aside  Grace,” in another slightly different way. If there
be anything in the saved one before he is quickeaned which is well-
pleasing to GOD, in the sphere of His righteousness, - dead works”
are not so repulsive after all, and repzntance from them is unsatis-
factory (Heb. 6. 1). Let our pride be laid low at once. Why are
we children of GOD? Why are we now believing ? Did we do
anything first ? What was it ? Oh how hateful the very suggestion
should be.

But salvation by grace has a train of precious inferences. Re-
deemed by the blood of CHRIST, His people are in Him for ever.
Their obedience is not marely an earthly effort, but an expression
of a new life. Thus praise and holiness are shut in and boasting is
shut out. May it be our joy to acknowledge this, to the praise of the
glory of GOD'S grace.

A Companion of Those Rearing the Lord.

WE are often known by our friends, It is written of some that

" being let go, they went to their own company " (Acts 4. 23).
The psalmist’s declaration in Ps: 119, 63 aptly follows verses 61,
62. We should not go in with dissemblers (Ps. 26. 4). Thes LORD
JESUS has said."” Ye are My [riends, if ye do whatsoever I command
you" (John 15. 14). How can we enjoy His friendship if we go
our own way ? How can we, if enjoying His friendship, delight as
to that wherein He does not delight. QOaly our LORD'S friends
should be ours. Mal: 3 reveals two companies. Of the second, the
HOLY SPIRIT saith, " They that feared the LORD spake often one
fo another,”” We think of Heb: 10. 25, “ Not forsaking the
assembling of yourselves together,” But who are *' yourselves ? "
There is no Scripture which allows carelessness in this matter. We
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are told to come out from some, and to be separated from them, and
not touch the unclean thing. Then shall we have the privileges
linked with the family of which 2 Cor: 6. 17 speaks, and shall end
with Ps: 66. 16.

YES. they were all virgins, all apparently ; we should say—

separate from the world. They all had lamps (suggesting pre-
paration, devotion and a knowledge of earth’s darkness), and all
seemed to believe in and long for the Coming of the 8ridegroom.
Moreover, to the eyes of men, all acfed on this belief, when they
went ouf because of Him. Baut, alas, some had

NO 0IL.
Such, though they looked in earnest, and though they had good com-
panions, and though they had lost and suffered much, were definitely
and unalterably shut out from the Marriage Supper.

S0 IS IT NOW,
in measure : many may look like Christians, who are not, having
never been born from above. The delusion of imagining oneself
saved, while yet far off, is especially easy in a religious land. Are
you among the DECEIVED ? What are your evidences of life—of a
new creation, as 2 Cor: 5. 17 puts it ? Beware, beware, dear reader

" Be not deceived.” A personal knowledge of CHRIST, shown in
personal spiritual obedience, must be the emphasized proof that one

is truly *in CHRIST JESUS."

e

Hymn for

We praise Thee, O our gracious God,

That we are saved through poured-
out blood,

Made nigh to Thee, for ever blest,

Since on Christ’s finished work we
rest.

We praise Thee for such wondrous
love,

That brought our Saviour from abore,

For all in Him we now possess,—

How vast Thy grace, and righteous-
ness.

We praise Thee,Christ will never lose

Those saved by grace, whom Thou
didst choose,

We bless Thee that the choice Divine

Was all of Thee, and Thy design.

We praise Thee we shall never die,
But dwell with Christ our Lord on
high,

Believers,

We bless Thee for eternal joy,
Which sin shali nevermore destroy.

We praise Thee for Thy sovereign
grace,

For Him, our Sure and Hiding Place,

We bless Thee, O our God, on high,

For Him Who laid His glory by.

We praise Thee for Thy constant
care,

And for the privilege of prayer,

We bless Thee for the Scriptures too,

And praise Thee for that Day in
view.

We praise Thee Thou wilt undertake,

And never more Thine own forsake,

But every moment keep and bless

Through Christ the Lord, our Right-
eousness.

Bible Study Centres :— 61, Upton Lane, Forest Gats, E, 43a, The Broadway, Walham
Green, London, S.W., *Rosemond,” Bede Burn Rd, Jarrow-on-Tyne.
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< CHRIST JESUS, Who of GOD is made unto us Wisdom,
and Righteousness, and Sanctification, and Redemption :
that, according as it is written, he that glorieth, let him
glory in the LORD,” 1 Cor: 1. 30, 3I.

P~ IONE A oy~

——ter—

A Word of Introduction.

THE privilege of * knowing GOD " seemed a VERY great one, fo

His servant (Gal. 4. 9, cf. Jer. 9. 24), and if is! Who can
over-estimate this? Who can over-value ANY of His blessings ?
Among them would we quickly count the gift of His truth o
guide His children in this world’s maze. But it is in HIS light
we see light (Ps. 36.9). It is so easy to take a wrong step, so
natural to walk in the paths of human wisdom, Some would
never change from old traditions, others ever want something
newer (Acts 17. 21). We turn aside from both, fo the precious
unchanging Words of the Living GOD, in which there is always
a fulness of suitable teaching, in which there is His gracious un-
veiling of His will for His blood-bought people, applied by the
HOLY SPIRIT fo our hearts and consciences.

“On Whose Side?”
Thoughts on a Profane Question.

AT such a time as this, a time of international strife and agony,

those who know not the LORD oft-times dare make the solemn
struggle an argument against HIM. The child of GOD while seeking
to be kept in peace of heart, even though the earth be removed
{Isa. 26, 3, Ps. 46. 2) is found in this evil world, and hears the
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solemnizing talk of those who even triflingly despise salvation. He
need not listen to this, he is not called to be a debater, and nothing
should attract him from spiritnality of manner, thought and conver-
sation. Often it is well to say little, very little, about the changing
and passing things of earth, and to speak of the LORD JESUS, or be
silent and prayerful. So may we put to silence the foolish men.

Yet is well that the young believer should be personally fortified,
by the power of the HOLY SPIRIT, against the insinuations of those
who assume GOD cannof interfere, because He does nof intervene.
We only know parts of His ways (Job 26. 14), yet the very Scrip-
tures which men ignore largely explain why GOD waits in silence
(Ps. 50. 3, 21, 115. 15b, see Hos: 5. 15), and when and how He
will arise to judgment. The difficulty of the sceptic is only more
manifest now. From the time of Adam’s sin there has been ruin,
there has been trouble, Sin is an awful factor in earth’s problems.
GOD has not made men machines, but accountable, and what
they sow they reap. Hence, directly and indirectly, there comes all
—not only one phase of—the world’s agony. And yet the majority
do not turn unto Him (Amos 4. 6) and so the repeated words of
Isa, 9. 12, 17, 21 are to be illustrated, when transgressors come to
the full —but the LORD alone shall be exalted in that Day (Isa. 2.17).

A very subtle form of hatred to GOD is shown in the mockery of
multitudes at prayer. They refer to those on ' both sides,” and say
such are alike praying to ' to the same GOD" for victory. He can-
not answer both : therefore it is wrongly inferred true prayer is vain,
But the fact that not very many can really pray, as new creatures
*in CHRIST JESUS,"” is overloocked. The natural man receiveth not
this revelation of the SPIRIT of GOD. And, secondly, the character
of prayer itself is not understood. Prayer is in, and for, the will of
GOD. Even if I am robbed, I should not beldly ask for the re-
covery of my goods, but for the will of the LORD, whatscever it be,
and my learning of lessons from His permission of this trouble and
and loss. (Notice Lev: 10. 3, Deut: 3. 26, Acts 21, 14). To the man
of earth, this is mysterious. The believer naturally, and rightly,
seeks the peace of the land where he is, but, whether for individual and
collective advantages, he must gladly acknowledge GOD'S sovereign
will, whatever it is, however painful it is. GOD has a purpose be-
hind, and beyond, and above, earth’s tangle. The heavens do rule.”

Moreover, who can say that many devastations have not been
held back, with the awful circumstances of war, even for non-com-
batant aged and infirm ones, and infants (see Jon: 4. 11), throughout
the earth ! The dismal gloom mlght have been yet greater' To
say otherwise is a mere assumption. ' Oh,” replies one, 'you assume
the power of prayer.” Nay, we know it, but we do not ask you
even to assume ; just refrain from assuming the opposite. YOU
started the attack on supplication unto GOD! Do not mock at the
resting of His people, which you can neither dispose nor overturn.

Joshua 5. 13 came before me as a ground work for these medi-
tations. Joshua at once inferred that that the warrior seen was on

T
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one side or the other. He had to be brought down to realize the
greatness of the LORD above the things of the world. To the "Art
Thou for us, or for our adversaries ? ''—the answer was given ''Nay;
but as CAPTAIN of the host of the LORD am I now come.”” Here we
have a view of the LORD JESUS, which is most humbling. We live
in a dispensation different from that of Joshua, but the helpful
thoughts remain :(—

() GOD works out His purposes, unseen by man.

(6) Our position is worship, ‘' Loose thy shoe from off thy foot."”
With regard to these inferences, it is well to notice how even in that
dispensation GOD preserved Israel through obedience, not through
human might, whatever was appointed. Not a blow was struck te
lay low Jericho, The CAPTAIN of the host of the LORD was
stronger than men and munitions. Moreover, He, Who was above
every human standpoint, allowed chosen, yet disobedient, Israel a
defeat at Ai. To level the LORD of hosts to taking sides is effrontery.
In His providence He can and does work, but He is above men. In
the days of Joshua, He had one earthly nation, yet He could not be
dragged down to follow the lead of men. Israel were, soon after,
often sold into the hands of enemies. And now the problem is
greater, for the minority of His true people can be found out of all
nations. He has prophesied certain events, and, in accord with
these, we may look for the triumph of the kingdoms which will com-
pose the revived power of which Dan: 2 speaks, and in which
England will be found. But, alas, we cannot say that Scripture
promises even here a nafional repentance. The end of the success-
ful nations is NOT marked out as devotion to GOD. The believer
prays earnestly for those in authority, recognizing that GOD has
ordained such. He is more than loyal, but he cannot hide his eyes
from the prospect even for this long-privileged land.

The prospect of “success' in itself may seem to many ideal,
and some will ¢herefore acquiesce in the prophecy, but what if the
success be proud, and the thought be " we are strong,” and the
climax be an overflow of pleasure and business, to drown men in
destruction and perdition ? Thanks be unto GOD, there are His
people now, and will be then, and Heis STILL saving sinners, but
the majority will not turn unto the LORD in this evil age {Gal. 1. 4),
He, Who is glorious in holiness, meanwhile, is accomplishing that
which will yet glorify Him, and we would be conscious that His
mighty hand shall not fail, His loving care shall not be removed, His
words and works of warning shall not return unto Him void. How
trustful can the believer be amidst all which would otherwise dis-
tract. What a mercy it is to have Scripture applied in the power of
the Personal HOLY SPIRIT. May this be our daily, our present, our
humbling and quieting experience, uanto the praise and honour of our
gracious and glorious GOD.

Believers” Meeting Rooms:—61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E, 43a, The Broadway, Walham
Green, Loadon, S.W.  Also *Rosemond,” Bede Bura Rd, Jarow-on-Tyne.
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“ But now, without Law, the Righteousness

of God hath been manifested.”
Rom: 3. 21.

THE above words are often in the minds of many of GOD’S dear

people. The tone of triumph is peculiarly encouraging. How
we should rejoice in our dispensational, and in our eternal privileges.
It is not enough to know abouf the Truth. The believer's continual
need is a spiritual and continuval acquaintance with Him Who is the
Trath, in such a way that holy concern for His glory, holy praise,
and holy joyfulness, will be increasingly evident, and He will be
honoured thereby.

The connective word “but” implies a contrast, and a similar
thought is wrapped up in the emphatic “now.” The precious un-
veiling of righteousness was not always granted. The people of
GOD before CHRIST came were often perplexed. for though their
transgressions were passed over (Rom. 3. 25 marg:), a necessary in-
completeness remained in fypes. Hence they were ail their life-time
subject to servitude (Heb. 2. 15). "' But now,” life and incorruption
have been brought to light by the gospel (2 Tim. 1. 10) and saved
ones can rejoice in the realization of eternal security by an absolutely
finished and perfect work.

The term * Righteousness of GOD " (containing no article, that the
character of this glorious blessing may be emphasized the more) is
often found in Scripture. It is not simply GOD'S intrinsic and
governmental righteousness, for we are told that it is “ info all those
who have faith ' (Rom. 3.22, Phil. 3.9), and that such are made the
* righteousness of GOD” in the LORD JESUS (2 Cor: 5.21)! The
earlier portion of GOD'S book witnesses {o this, although the unveil-
ing was not then granted. For example we read * Surely shall one
say, In the LORD have I righteonsness and strength.’ Such a
testimony has now been explained. What then is this precious
blessing, this amazing privilege ? Law is not dishonoured (Rom. 3.
31, Isa. 42, 21), but nevertheless, guilty ones are declarcd righteous,
and all in absclute and sovereign grace. ** Being made righteous
freely by His grace is the definite statement of the HOLY SPIRIT.
What can this righteousness be ?

It is evidently GOD'S way of salvation in the gospel (Rom.1.16,17)
by the perfect merits of His dear SON, which become His people's,
in a spiritual union with Himself, IN Himself,—on what we may call
" resurrection ground ” (2 Cor. 5.21). His work has perfectly satis-
fied all law's demands, hence the language of 2 Pet: 1.1. He
caused a righteousness (Isa. 53. 11). He said " I delight to do Thy
will, O My GOD,” and these words were the utterance of Him Who
was the Truth (John 14. 6). Indeed, we may almost see a name of
CHRIST in Rom: 10. 3, 4—" They have not submitted themselves
anto the RIGHTEO USNESS OF GOD, for CHRIST is Law’s End in-
to righteousness.” Ps: 22.31, 24. 5, Isa: 61. 10, 64. 5 may be
among the passages to which the apostle alludes when He says
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" Being witnessed by . . . the propheéts,” as well as by the law, in
which latter the {ypical suggestions are very clear (e.g. Gen. 3. 21).
Yes, ""GOD imputeth rightecusress without works " (Rem. 4 6), be-
cause of the finished work of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Ps:24.5
with 133. 3 is very beautiful : He was raised again because of our
* righteousnessing "’ (Rom. 4. 25). Hence there is no bare pardon.
We are beyend possibilities ”’ nor can there be merely temporary or
partial mercy. Everything is certain, settled and complete, and ever-
lasting. If we have really been brought to believe in the Name of
the LORD JESUS, if we have been truly quickened, eternal life is
rightly and unalterably ours, else CHRIST would lose and fail,
Nothing of GOD'S righteous law is damaged in this gift. Everything
of GOD is honoured (Rom. 3. 31) yet the lawless are blessed with
all spiritual blessings, because in CHRIST JESUS Himself. Law
cannot touch them there!

The same holy and precious gospel testifies our natural nnright-
eousness. Surely this is part of the thought. 'Tis the righteous-
ness of GOD unveiled ; and MAN is altogether laid low. Let US
therefore, make manifest, with loving humility, what GOD has made
manifest, for it is only by mercy that we ourselves are not under
judgment now! Let us own human depravity, Letus boldly de-
clare what GOD Himself has declared, and, ascribing all glory to Him,
remember that though our full acceptance is “not of works,” yet
GOD has before prepared good works, that we should walk in this
sphere.

It has been written, in the power of the same HOLY SPIRIT, Who
enables obedience to-day, ' This is a faithful saying, and these
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have
believed in GOD might be careful to maintain good works. These
things are good and profitatle unto men” (Tit. 3. 8). Oh that such
words may sink deeply into our affections, for all truth should be
precions to the redeemed of the LORD, as they await the Coming of
Him Whom their souls love.

The Value of Godly Accuracy.

THE believer is a marked man. He either adorns or disgraces the

doctrine of GOD. Those who do not see his LORD judge of the
LORD by him. Hence a peculiar call to walk circumspectly {(Eph:
5.15). There is a real need for accuracy as to teaching and practice
alike. Not that orthodox teaching, and a dread of certain wrong
actions will suffice. Nothing can take the place of an attitude of
spiritual devotedness, We should seek after all the things which
glorify Him, but only in relation to Himself can we seek aright. Our
accuracy should be the expression of personal communion with
GOD. The HOLY SPIRIT still indwells, and He leads those who
have a heart-desire for this self-denying privilege, May we not be
too self-exalting to know His guidance !

o
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Accuracy in belief has been mentioned, and this includes accuracy
of language. We should not speak confusingly of the work of the
FATHER and of the SON in redemption. The FATHER loved and
gave, the SON of GOD loved ard died. Nor should we imply that
the ungodly can give their ruined hearts to a holy GOD,—grace is
from Him, the sinner's works and merits are nothing. It is the
SPIRIT That quickeneth. We love because He loved. Any wording
which tends to strengthen the idea that salvation begins with the
creature is a serious attack on GOD'S sovereignty and GOD’S glory.
He is so often belittled. Shall we not be more concerned to magnify
Him and to remember Rom: 11. 33-36 ?

Accuracy in other ways is likewise to His honour. We should
avoid the human love of exaggeration. Ours should be the " yea,
yea,” and not even extravagant use of inappropriate adjectives
should be excused. OQur arrangements, though qualified by the
precious thought “if the LORD will,” should be more reliable than
those of the ungodly. OQur business details should be marked by
order, and fullest honesty, An employer's time should not be stolen
because others act in this manner. We should not characterize
Zoods in a way that pleases men, on the understanding that a large
percentage must be taken off the praise awarded. Christian truth-
tulness is sacred, and far-reaching. A man of the Word should bea
man of his word. If we learn the Scriptures, or either language
used by GOD, with a view to His glory in the deeper knowledge
thereof, our work should not be careless and slovenly. There
should be a holy diligence. Oh that we may trust GOD more with
our memoeories, for the whole being should be a living sacrifice, and
Phil: 4. 6 shows the comprehensiveness of prayer.

Need I say these are only a few ways in which accuracy should
be prayerfully emphasized ? The tiny things of daily life, met in
ihe power of the HOLY SPIRIT, bring most blessing, and these are
most closely noticed. And, in any case and condition, we serve the
LORD CHRIST, and are expected to be spiritual in our unseen actions
as well as in those which are manifest. Just as the one whose
speech is ALWAY with grace may claim the promise to know how
10 answer, so any who, by grace, please GOD in secret will exalt Him
m public. We often prepare actions before others, but the real
preparation is the whole life, and it is a privilege and responsibility
for believers to glorify GOD in the WHOLE. Oh that this may be
our experience of the enabling of the HOLY SPIRIT, and that we may
grow thus quickly, and that” little ”’ sins may seem, as they really are,
large and hateful to us, because an abomination before our Heavenly
FATHER, Whom, by grace, we love with a heavenly love,

Does some one say " This will bring legalism into my life ? "
There is an equal danger of lawlessness. If accuracy is sought for
its own sake, and with our eyes on things instead of on Himself,
there will be failure. But possible sin should never drive us from
appointed obedience, rather should we seek the grace of our GOD for
victory, even over that fleshly attempt to hinder godliness by calling
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it, and seeking to make it " LEGALITY." Satan's devices are
many, the flesh is subtle, but the LORD Himself is equal to every
emergency, and every need should be viewed as His invitation to
count more fully on Himself,

The Book of Jonah.

RIEF, but full. Historical (Matt. 12. 39-41) AND typical.

GOD’'S sovereignty and power over all, His mode of govern-

ment before the personal reign of CHRIST, His hatred of sin, even in
His people, His forbearance, His use of means—are all set forth.

Four aspects of " prayer” are striking :—The Gentile mariners
and Nineveh's throngs acknowledge Him as GOD (hence animals in-
cluded, mark—after this—<. 11), Contrast Jonah’s prayer as a child
of GOD in 2, and also his sinful words in 4.

The overruling is beautiful, to show the LORD JESUS, in antithesis,
bearing the sins of others (wrath removed 1. 15), then raised, and
in resurrection proclaimed more fully to Gentiles (1 Tim. 3. 16)
Jonah was first a prophet of Galilee (2 Kings 14, 25).

Also we see Israel, disobedient, and laid low, but yet to serve the
LORD in the third day {(Hos. 6. 2), among the heathen (Isa, 66. 19).
Notice meaning of names.

The Eternal God.

lT is our joy to rest upon the Eternal GOD. Circumstances may

alter, trusted {riends may pass from this changing world, but
GOD abides. He is eternal, and eternal in His love and care. We
do not look to man, but unto Him, Eternity is very real, but GOD
will not, in any wise, be removed {from His sovereign glory in the
ages to come. For ever and for ever, His saved people will be saved.

How restful and quiet His redeemed should be in view of such
power, all on their behalf. No creature deals with us so freely from
his limited resources, as the altogether Glorious GOD from His un-
limited fulness. We can count on GOD in every emergency, if we
are His, and walking with Him. What is man? And, hence, what
is the opposition of man ? What is our weakness with regard to
His strength ? It is our privilege to consider our own body now
dead, as it were (for this seems the true translation of Rom: 4. 19 :
a copyist appears to have been surprised at faith, and inserted the
word “not") and then against hope to hope, and to judge ourselves,
but not to doubt Him.

These meditations may cheer forward some tried saint, and it is
our heart's desire that all these pages may be used to help such.
For mental knowledge of Scripture, and orthodox accuracy, are in
vain, unless there be a living acqunaintance with GOD, and a growth
in living communion with Him,
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The Everlasting Arms.

OUR gracious GOD will not 12t His people fall. The message of

Deut: 33. 27 is not only a death-bed comfort. It is a
present reality, in its spiritual application, for it would be un-
like the LORD to vary in His love. The words are plain, *‘1 am
the LORD, I change not.” He rests in His love, and we may
well be kept from sinful anxiety. Itis right to doubt ourselves,
but never to doubt Him. The message of Deut: 33. 3 is forceful
““Yea, He loved the peoplz; all His saints are in His hand.”
We call to mind John 10. 28, 29. And what is the added infer-
ence of responding love—* They sat down at His feet.”” We
think of Luke 8. 35 “They . . found the man, out of whom the
demouns were departed, sitting at the feet of JESUS, clothed and
in his right mind.” *‘Mary . . sat at JESUS’ feet, and heard His
Word ”({Luke10. 39). Here is the place of humility, instruction,
power.

The Privilege of Service.

WHO can rightly estimate the privilege of pleasing the LORD

Himself? It is wonderful that we, by nature so small,
by practica so wicked, before we were born again, and. by
grace, still so dependent, should be permitted to glorify Him,
and to do His precious will. The tiniest act is not menial, if
done unto Him. There is a digaity in everything that is
wrought in thz Names of the LORD JEsSUS. Now that our
bonds have been loosed, let us REJOICE to be the LORD’S
servants, aye bondservants, with a holy devotedness, never
desiring a holiday from this wondrous occupation, till He shall
come. How blessed to be delivered in measure FROM THE
TYRANNY OF SELF, but oh that we may know this victory
over the flesh more and more, that our GOD and FATHER may
be giorifed, as we manifestly live by the HOLY SPIRIT'S power.

————

Cleverness is not the object of a believer : but if any who love the
LORD desire help—spiritually—in the languages He used in the
verbally inspired Scriptures, we shall be glad to hear from them,
and to help, unto His glory.
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‘“In that night did GOD appear unto Solomon, and said unto
him, Ask what | shall give thee.” 2 Chr: 1. 7.
“ H any of you lack wisdom, let him ask ot GOD, That giveth
to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.”
Jas: 1.5, 6.

L J\v'\"ww\w‘\\r

—_————

A Word of Introduction.

UNTO our Heavenly FATHER would we give ALL the plory.
Huave we spiritual life ? Have we a wish to tell of His love ?
Have we health and strength ? Have we opportunity fo print and
circulate ? He has supplied, and still supplies, every need, and
ecauses all that is well-pleasing unto Him (Jas. 1. 17). If, there-
Jfore, you are helped through these pagdes, give praise unto HIM.
But if there are errors, the fault is ours. There is no dishenour
te Him,
So would we send this messenger forth, with praise and with
prayer, and lvoking up for all confinued grace, and help and en-
abling, “to the praise of the glory of His grace” (Eph. 1. 6),

“ A Poor, Wise 1Ran”” €¢cl. 9. 15.

THE language ol Scripture is uniquely forceful, and ever applic-

able. The Book of Proverbs is plain-spoken against sin, and
its brevity and holy irony should never be overlooked. Ecclesiastes,
though written definitely from the standpoint of " under the sun,"”
records, by Divine inspiration, the feelings and experiences of one
who was, indeed, advantaged with all earthly prosperity. If he
found earth unsatisfying, how can any one hope to meet his heart-
need therein ? Truly the language of despondency affords a back-
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ground for earnest emphasis on the LORD JESUS, and His wondrous
salvation. Those who receive out of His fulness and according to
His fulness, shall never thirst.

Further, Ecclesiastes makes evident that, even from the stand-
point of " under the sun,” * wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light
excelleth darkness " (Eccl. 2. 13). It is vain to look at things super-
ficially, yvet how commonly is this done, Many a verse in this
humbling book has what we may call a “ much more” aspect, from
the holy standpoint of above the sun.” To the LORD'S people
Eccl: 9. 15-18 may not only suggest what the LORD JESUS would
have been to Israel (cf. 7.28), but the general principle, which
Scripture emphasizes, that believers are more valuable than all else.
Gen: 18. 23-33 reveals this. GOD often spares a land, or a city for
His elect who are therein. It will be an evil day for Judza, and for
rebuilt Babylon, when children of GOd are urged to flee thence
(Matt. 24. 16-21, Rev.18. 4), The LORD Who gave Egypt for the
ransom of His own, and gave Ethiopia and Seba (Isa. 43. 3) is still
the Same—i.e. He will, by no means, allow His people to be forgotten.
They are often tried and chastened for their spiritnal profit, but His
constant love and care are very real, and we would rest and rejoice
therein,

" The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,” but this is
not esteemed as of commercial or military value. The plans of this
age are extolled. Strength and money are highly esteemed. The
poor wise man is not ' remembered " (15), * Wisdom is better than
strength, nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his
words are not heard’ (16), " One sinner destroyeth much good ™
(18) : the internal enemies of a country are those who blaspheme the
GOD of heaven, who put their confidence in themselves, and who, as
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, speak proudly. Let not such per-
sist in their mockery of the LORD'S people, for He has not forgetten
His pledge in Psalm 12. Unvalued, uncounted, unacknowledged,
the praying believers of a land are often its protection, for in Him
they find their protection (Ps. 9. 13), and pray for those who scorn
to pray themselves, and who indeed, have no * right of way” into
the holy presence of GOD. Oh that some may consider, in this time
of national, and international, stress and strife, the reality of GOD,
yea, as poor, guilty sinners find in Him a personal SAVIOUR and
LORD, even though the aggregate of men, composing a nation, heed
not GOD'S call, (see Isa: 22. 12, Mic: 6.9, a sirikingly emphatic
passage in connexion with Eccl. 9), but solemnly illustrate His
description of Israel in Amos 4, ¢f. Hos: 7. 10. May the words of
warning sound in many hearts, * Yet have ye not returned unto Me,
saith the LORD.”
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Our Only Relationsbhip to the Court of the
gord’s bouse.

WE have before pondered, by GOD’'S grace, Scriptural reasons for
avoiding expressions which imply that believers are NOW
bidden to enter into GOD'S courts with praise. Such beautifal
language fitted, and will fit, Israel’'s EARTHLY calling. On the Day -
of Atonement there was first the bullock for the HOUSEHOLD, then
the goat for the NATION, and we would not forget HOW near we are
brought to our Heavenly FATHER in the present time. Rev:11.1,2
must be suggestive to a believing heart, quietly meditating upon it,
We are partakers of the HEAVENLY calling (Heb. 3. 1), I do not
mean that Jews and Gentiles ARE being saved in different ways.
GOD is NOT dealing with Israel nationally. The one gospel is to
men of ALL races and classes. Nor would I suggest a final and
eternal distinction. Surely salvation is 'in CHRIST,” and there
must be living union with Himself. Hence it is written in Eph:1.10
that the FATHER will head up (lit:) all thing in CHRIST : not, be it
noticed, the things UNDER the earth—there is no universalism.
These thoughts may be used to guard against many misinterpre-
tations. The dispensational position of believers is now before us.

How often is one helped by the epistle to Hebrews who of old
trusted in CHRIST. The message of Heb: 13. 11, is clear in con-
nexion with the Day of Atonement (Lev, 16. 27, 28), but I have
been much impressed by the allusion to Levilicus 4 as well. There
we have FOUR sin-offerings, but only in TWO cases was the blood
taken into the holy place (6, 18). This fact, with Lev: 6. 30, may
help to show the precious fulness of Heb: 13. 10. And what were
the sin offerings thus marked out, for only in those cases do we read
of the burning without the camp {14, 21), and, therefore, only in
those cases does Heb: 13. 12 apply! They were for a PRIEST, or
for the whole CONGREGATION. Have we not here a reference to
the saints of the present day, individually and collectively ? The
UNITED aspect may also include Israel's elect who are to be blest,
for we are in the new covenant {n advance, and would not forget
them. But the twofold division of the Day of Atonement is found in
Lev: 4, only there are two examples in each case. Israel pictured
by the ruler (with an earthly position), and the “people of the land "’
(verse 27 margin), have no parallel with “outside "’ the camp in that
day. They WILL be GOD'S camp. The order too is deeply sug-
gestive., The priest and assembly, as the bullock in Lev: 16, are
FIRST.

And what is the HOLY SPIRIT bringing in front of us ? Surely
that CHRIST has once died in the court {Rev: 11. 2 with Luke 19.
33—the place of His legal, albeit unlawiul, condemnation), and has
been accepted by GOD as the well-pleasing Sacrifice {welcomed in
heaven itself), but has also remained the One rejected "out” from
Israel's state (Matt. 21.39, in three gospels there is a similar
emphasis), and so is the dishonoured One of earth—even of a
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religious world—to this day. Sad illustrations of Matt: 23. 29 in
no wise alter the fact, 1 Peler 2.4 is not merely " disallowed of
Israel ;” Herod and Pilate, as well as the chief men of the favoured
nation, set at nought the LORD of glory, and Christendom is
Babylon’s legal heir.

Hence WE, His people, have two positions, The disciple is not
above his MASTER. We are made to sit together in heavenly places
(Eph. 2. 6), and, therefore, having boldness, may draw near (Heb.
10. 20, 21). The two "rooms" of the house are one, because of
the rent veil (Eph. 2. 14, omit italics). Our worship is NOT in the
court. ''Public worship' does not belong {o the present dispen-
sation. Mark, in this connexion, the stress on ' houses® with re-
gard to ' the breaking of the bread' even in Acts. The food of
Heb: 13. 11 is to be eaten in an holy place (Lev. 8. 26 : the COURT
was then such, but now it is cast out). Hence there is no mention of
court-worship for children of GOD in Hebrews 13. As to earth, we
must be outside the camp, which was the residential, and social
counterpart of the court, where the nafion worshipped. WE have
no governmental position, no continuing city, no identification with
man’s religion. We must be willing to be esteemed the offscouring
of all things {1 Cor. 4. 9-13), as lepers, rejected by those who belong
to this age. Are we thus willing ?

But have we nothing in the camp ? I would suggest the thought
that we have only that which presents A CONTRAST WITH HUMAN
IDEALS. Our sacrifice, being one of prayer and praise, belongs to
the golden altar, inside, before the LORD, on which no other sacrifice
was permissible (Ex. 30.9), Romanism plainly denies the heavenly
calling in opposing this, and adds many sins. OQOur relationship to
the antitypical altar of CHRIST’S earthly life is partaking of the food,
not repeating His work (Heb. 13. 11, the ‘‘breaking of the bread”
pictures this, and John 6. 53, 54 will emphasize®). But was there
not one other large vessel in the court ? Yes, and it was copper, just
as the altar, and brighily reflecting (Ex. 38. 8) the former. This
was the laver. Does it not set forth the position of saints, a united
and distinct people in this earth, a receptacle for the water of the
Word, and individually being cleansed in that Word ? The laver
was NOT for the nation but for the priests. They acknowledged
defilement while walking this earth, and so would we. The LORD
of glory was not so. There was no laver before the altar ;: He was
altogether perfect. But we falter, and would confess this, yet not
with BARE emotion. The truth purifies, Our feet need washing
oftentimes (John 13. 14), and we would not count this waste time,
before every act of worship {Cf. how Israel's priests were instructed
to wash whenever they entered the tabernacle).

It is marvellous to be in GOD’S dwelling place. Salvation is very
precious. What manner of persons ought we to be ! ‘' In heavenly

* This passage does not refer to the Lord’s Supper, but the Lord’s Supper refers to this, A
precious type must eves be exalted against the Antitype (2 Kings 18. 4).
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places” we have no conscience of sins, as to our earthly walk we
see that we fail, and therefore would be humbled even before the
world by setting this forth. We lay no claim to fleshly perfection.
We want to use the words of GOD'S truth, as the religious world
never use it, to cleanse. Let me repeat it, the laver was not linked
with the nation. How much this aspect of truth simplifies. Separ-
ation from worldly politics and arrangements is appropriate for
believers. How can we join with those who are not walking with
GOD, in their worship and philanthropic societies ? Our position is
“inside' the house. Israel's priests were in harmony with the nation,
but the nation was then acknowledged, and the priests were not
without the camp. Qur primary position is thus twofold—quite in-
side and quite outside, and Ex: 33. 7 may give an anticipatory sug-
gestion of the life which pleases GOD. I do not want by the refer-
ence to the laver to hinder the thoughts which the HOLY SPIRIT so
plainly sets before us, but rather to suggest to the people of GOD
that while, regarding worship, we are NOT of the court, the laver-
type has a hint which actually emphasizes our separation as His
family all the more. May our hearts respond to truth, and our lives
illustrate it, and so will His Name be exalted. What other object
can redeemed ones cherish ?

“ The Beauty of bolingss.”

THE worship of the LORD is thus characterized e.g. in Ps: 29. 2.

Do we sufficiently remember the UGLINESS of sin, and the
MAJESTY of pleasing GOD ? We have not grand earthly buildings
as Israel of old, but "‘a house of GOD,” with its LIVING stones, is a
precious building in His sight, and there is a true GRANDEUR when
worship is "in Spirit and in truth (John 4. 23, 24), whether individ-
ually or collectively. Nore can over-estimate the privileges that
the redeemed have in CHRIST, which include the privilege of coming
boldly to THE THRONE of grace. The type was not so glorious as
the ANTITYPE. How often we fail to ' possess our possessions,”
and fail to thank our Heavenly FATHER for ALL His super-abundant
love to us, the unworthy. Elaborate forms, stained glass windows,
a parade of musical instruments—these, though costly, are of little
cost, yea, less than nothing and vanity before Him, Who does not
despise a broken and a contrite heart, nor abhor the afflicted. The
words of Isa: B66. 1, 2 should yet again be taken to heart. The
GOD of glory Who looked to Abel, not to Cain the first-born, has
respect to those who tremble at His Word to-day, but the proud He
knoweth AFAR OFF. Oh that we may realize more how important
holiness is, and how serious it is to grieve the HOLY SPIRIT. And
as the word * beauty " signifies the ' majesty " to which we have
referred, let us ever seek the dignity in manner which befits a child
of GOD, and the holy dread of that lighiness which brings one,
Divinely placed in heavenly places, almost down to the level of those



22 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPIURE.

who know not our SAVIOUR and LORD! Not only in worship is
this a danger, in daily life we are too often like those who are dead
in sins, whereas the line of separation should be most distinct, and
our whole being should be a prayer (Ps. 109. 4 without italics), as
we dwell in the secret place of the MoOST HIGH, and enjoy the
fellowship which is only in the light (1 John 1. 7),

“1t is Time 10r THe, Lord, to Work; For They
bave Made Void Thy Law.” Ps. 119. 126.

WE cannot, at any time, look around, and find happiness in the

things of earth. Not only are they transitory. Sin has
marred all. We can little realize the effects of sin. Before the
strain of conflict came to this nation, pleasure-loving was rampant,
nor has it ceased. Business-devotion was, and is, evident. GOD is
largely forgotten, and, when He is remembered, it is religiously
rather than spiritually.

We dare not complain of the providences of GOD. Qur LORD
does not delay His Coming. His purposes are very real, and will
have their fruit. We acknowledge His wisdom, but we would plead
with Him. Indeed He overrules the very ruin to awaken our prayer-
ful enthusiasm for His glory, our prayerful concern that He may stir
up His people and save sinners. We feel the need, and we pray,
Nor is our gracious GOD unwilling for our prayers. Qur LORD
JESUS is expecting that Day, for which we ask when we cry,’ Even
so, come LORD JESUS,” Surely He still says ‘‘Let Me hear thy
vaice” (S of S. 2. 14) and then will His work appear unto His
servants (Ps. 90. 16).

The Last.

A Name of GOD, Isa. 44. 6, 48, 12, Rev. 1. 17, 2. 8, 22.13 (The
GODHEAD of CHRIST emphasized).

A Finalily : No Further Way of Salvation, 1 Cor. 15. 45 ¢f. Mark
12. 6 (see Luke 11. 26, 13. 59).

Contrast 2 Sam. 23. 1, 1 Chron. 23. 87, even with 2 Chron: 9. 29
a striking silence. (The same solemn reference to the record
of all actions is given regarding Rehoboam, Asa, Jehoshaphat,
Uzziah etc : we know how Uzziah " was marvellously helped
till He was strong:” let us beware. Rev: 2. 19 warns that
activity is not a proof of spirituality, thongh inactivity is of
unspirituality. 1o wait on GOD is nof inactivity).

Solemn Heart-searching Suggestions, Matt: 19. 30, 20. 8, 12, 14, 16.

The Last days or Times, Heb. 1. 2, 1 Pet, 1, 5, 20, 1 Tim. 3. 1, Jas.
5. 3,2 Pet. 3. 3, Jude 18, see 1 John 2, 18, 1 Pet. 1.5 (The
Climax, Rev, 15.1, 21.9).

The Last Day, John 6, 39, 40, 40, 44, 54, 11,24, 12, 48. (Note
Hos. 6. 2, 2 Pet. 3. 3. 8).
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The Grace of 6od.

uWHAT is grace?” we are sometimes asked. It is sad to
realize the common lack of knowledge in this matter.
GOD’S grace is His own, free, undeserved mercy to guilty sin-
ners, whereby He has blotted out their sins, and now welcomes,
quickens, and changes them, supplying every need in the new
life which He graciously causes.

«t Grace >’ must be carefully distinguished from ‘‘ forbearance.”
“Grace” is sovereign, omnipotent, eternal. * Love' may de-
pend on something in the one loved : “‘grace’ is to the unlovely.
Human philanthropy aifords no illustration: GOD’S “: grace” is
to those who have set themselves against Him, and who have
earned His righteous wrath.

Yet though grace is so free and so bounteous, there is a holy
recognition of GOD’'S law in all its operations. In other words,
the law stands (Rom. 3. 31): CHRIST has met all its demands
that the channel of grace might righteously reach to lost sinners.

My friend, have you experienced this grace? or are you con-
tent with respectability, honesty, religiousness? The NEED is
a new creation in CHRIST JESUS. GOD welcomes those who
have nothing, and are nothing. Do not take a higher position,

else you deny His testimony regarding you.

“Cheap”’ or “Free?”

THERE is nothing ' cheap"
about the gospel of the
grace of GOD. Thousands would
like a cheap gostel, But such a
message would deny GOD'S gos-
pel, since it would imply the
sinner's ability to do or pay
something. Not the tiniest frac-
tion will GOD accept, not the
tiniest fraction can be acceptable,
the sinner’s righteousnesses them-
selves are worthless (Isa. 64. 6),
and the invitation is to ' him that
hath KO MONEY " (Isa 55. 1).
The gospel provides that which
is very costly,—there is nothing
“cheap” in fhis sense about it—
but supplies on one arrangement
only, as a gift (Rom.6.23). You
cannot make terms of your own.
You cannot alter GOD'S definite
statement, '* without money and
without price.”” Hence that which
is beyond price is actually with-

out price. A strange fact indeed,
but GOD SO loved (John 3. 16).
Such a gospel appeals to the
helpless, and to no one else. It
speaks to the wretched and
worthiess, but the pround sinner
will have nothing to do with it
He does not think it respectable
to be saved on the level of * the
dying thief,”’ the criminal, the
imbecile, the cannibal. But grace
makes no distinctions, and if you
want a special door into heaven,
my friend, you will {find yourself
hurrying on the way to hell. No
flesh can glory in GOD's presence
(1 Cor. 1. 31). The work of
CHRIST is free. Do you confess
your need of this ? Do you take
your place as a condemned and
lost soul, Then toyounis the word
of GOD'S salvation sent, To you
is the precious word of redemp-
tion by the blood of CHRIST.
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“What Bast Thou That Thou Didst Rot Receive?2”

HE believer has no warrant to boast. Regarding salvation, he
can humbly say, " Even so, FATHER, for so it seemed good in
Thy sight.”” With respect to service, the words of the LORD JESUS
in John 15 apply, 1 placed you” (' ordained,” 16). The
principle of 1 Cor: 12. 11 is solemn—""as He will.” But not only
does this precious and Divine teaching lay low pride and fretful-
ness ; it calls forth " praise.” When the LORD JESUS referred to
grace, He rejoiced in SPIRIT (Luke 10. 20, 21), and He not only
meant what He said but gave to us an example. We have received
CHRIST JESUS the LORD, and the GIFT of eternal life. We earned
nothing, merited nothing. If we had been allowed our own way, we
should have gone to our own place (Rev. 21. 8, ¢f. Acts 1. 25), but
He saved us in His way, and so there is His place prepared for us
(John 14. 2, 3). We cannot despise the ungodly, for we were
children of wrath even as others. We cannot loock down on children
of GOD who have fewer  gifts,"” as it would seem, for we have been
privileged beyond measure, and have not rendered for the benefils
done to us. We have forgotten the principle that—even men will ask
the more from those to whom they commit much. The grace of
GOD should be enjoyed and illustrated {1 Cor. 15. 10), we must be-
ware lest our response is 'empty ” and ungrateful (2 Cor. 6. 1). Qur
Heavenly FATHER has met our every need. Shall we not, in the
HOLY SPIRIT, live and walk and serve to the praise of the glory
of His grace ?

“strength and Gladness are in bis Place.”

THE glory of GOD'S presence was emphasized among Israel of old;

and though at the present time He does not always show His
majesty in the same way, He is still, * Glorious in holiness, fearful in
praises, doing wonders" (Ex. 15. 11). And there ARE continual
miracles for those whose eyes are opened to see, and whose mouths
are opened to declare "' the mighty acts of the LORD.” There must
ke “ strength” in His place, nothing is too hard for the LORD, and
the salvation of one dead soul from eternal judgment is, indeed, a
miracle.

And " gladness” is in His presence (¢f. Ps:16.11). GOD puts glad-
ness in the heart {Ps. 4. 7), and a new song in the mouth (Ps. 40. 3),
that His people may rejoice in Him {Ps. 85. 6). This thought is
contrary to many opinions, but it is truth, and we delight to make it
known, longing that you may have this gladness, the joy of the
LORD (Neh. 8. 10), which is beyond measure. WE do not boast of
it, but we do boast in the glad restfulness which our Heavenly
FATHER causes, to those redeemed by the blood of His dear SON,
and are praiseful that we have experienced it already to some extent,
so that we long to know Him, and His joy, more and more.
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“Then Job answered the LORD, and said,* | know that Thou
canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden
from Thee. Who is he that hideth counsel without know-
ledge? Therefore have I uttered that | understood not;
things too wonderful for me, which | knew not.’”” Job 42, 1.3.

Ao~

——

A Word of Introduction.

“BY the grace of GOD " can never become a mere heading, fo a

thankful believer. It is only and altogether by the mercy
of our GOD that we live spiritually, as well as physically. Boast-
ing would have a place if there was anything of human merit,
O what mercy that we are not in hell, what mercy that we know
the LORD, and can have trae fellowship with Him,—what mercy
that we shall never perish.

Our desire is that all our studies might be with this az‘fitude,
Jor if any self-esteem, ifany bare reasoning, if any merely “duty-
Jull” searching occupies our minds, these pages will be barren,
and their issue will not be “in the SPIRIT "of GOD. Heart-grati-
tude is the background for all profitable and Scriptural labour
Nor will our Heavenly FATHER fail those who TRUST Him.

“To Walk and 10 Please 60d.” 1 Thess. 4. 1.

THE believer has been brought inte an entirely new sphere (Rom:
10. 4). In that sphere it is a constant privilege to do the will
of GOD (Rom. 12.2). New capacities have been granted, and it is
appointed to him fo use his new life, and to appropriate the many
blessings which GOD has made so freely available. The natural
man only produces natural actions. The child of GOD has been
born of the SPIRIT, and spiritual activities are expected, in the power
of the HOLY SPIRIT Himself.
This is not a theory of salvation, nor of sanctification. It sets
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forth a wondrous fact, an amazing change that has actually taken
place, an unexampled privilege and opportunity., If we are among
the called of JESUS CHRIST, let as lay these things to heart, and seek
His glory.

The apostle beseeches and exhorts children of GOD, but yet he
uses the solemn word “ought.” Itis a holy duty for SAVED ones to
act correspondingly. Love does not remove, it intensifies the word
“ought.” And the plural ** you" is significant, for believers are en-
couraged together, to walk fogether, to please GOD fogether. GOD
saves individually, but He does not save that we may remain merely
units, Many Scripture commands of the present dispensation are
definitely in the plural, and one alone cannot fulfil them, though
this is no excuse for remaining in disobedience. Rather it condemns
the two extremes—one of sinful fellowship, the other of sinful
isolation unto oneself. CHRIST must be the Centre whether of few
or many : else is there confusion.

We return to 1 Thess: 4. 1. “To WALK": it is not enough to
TALK. * The talk of the lips tendeth only to penury "' (Prov.14. 33).
GOD has ever appointed and approved a right walking. We call to
mind Gen: 17.1 and Acts 9. 31, passages dealing with different
dispensations, people, and circumstances. True walking implies the
manifestation of life, uprightness, firmness, the possession of an
object in view, and right energy in progressing toward it. Here we
have the opposite of backsliding, and also recollect the words of the
HOLY SPIRIT in Ephesians, where saints are bidden to walk circum-
spectly, in love as CHRIST hath loved, and so forth.

The word thus commonly translated signifies to walk around, and
this implies a cenfre. We know Who has become the Centre of His
own. Everything went wrong with Adam and Eve when a new and
false centre was acknowledged. How important that the people of
the LORD JESUS should walk around Him, Who still loves them so
well, and Who holds them by His mighty grasp, yea, Who is still in
the midst, where saved ones are rightly walking and rightly gathered.

The next word,"" to please " is equally suggestive, The verbdoes not
stand absolutely. e want to know Who is the One to be pleased.
And thus we have a stress on pleasing GOD. Selfishness is laid
low. We are NOT to please ourselves, nor men: we are to fitin
with (this is the underlying thought of the root used),—we are to fit
in with the holy Wiil of GOD. It is not that believers are to seek to
persuade Him, as if He could rightly alter. It is OUR privilege to
confess our mistakes and to alter, and to be harmonized with His
holy purposes. How precious and exalted is this position. How
wondrous that WE can please GOD, though He is so great and
glorious. We think of Rom: 8. 8 and Heb: 11. 6, and are deeply
grateful for the change which GOD, in grace, has wrought within us.
We are preserved from a mullitude of objectS. We are not to
salisfy this man, and to conciliate fhaf man, but simply to please
GOD, and to leave the rest with Him, Bat is this our aim and object
in life ? 1 not, we are failing and He is being dishonoured. Oh
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that there may be a gracious reviving to His glory. Let this be in
front of us, by the power of the HOLY SPIRIT.

The Attitude of the £ord Jesus Regarding Worship.

lNDIRECTLY testimonies are very precious, and I think we shall

find how He, Whom His blood-bought people love to honour, is
exalted by this study. May it be so! He is WORTHY of all praise
(Rev. 5. 8, 12), and we should, and would, sorrow that we have
loved, served, and magnified Him so little.

Again and again was the LORD JESUS worshipped, and He
definitely received this devotion. Each passage only emphasizes
this solemn thought the more, and we have an encouraging pledge of
that future time when all will be caused to acknowledge that JESUS
CHRIST is LORD (Phil. 2. 11).

When He was an Infant in Bethlehem, He was not only an Infant.
Though we do not draw pictures of His nativity, or indunlge our
imagination regarding His cradle and the circumstances of His in-
fancy, though we realize that His death, not His incarnation, has
made a way for us into the presence of the FATHER, we nevertheless
rejoice in those early days. The HOLY SPIRIT has, for the most
part, put a veil over them (John 2. 11), and we dare not intrude, but
we confess His perfectness throughout, and deplore, as most sinful,
the awful error of those who connect His wondrous Personality only
with the time of His public ministry. Hence we are not surprised
that He was worshipped at Bethlehem itself (Matt. 2. 2, 11). Gen-
tile wise men rendered this homage first. How unexpected is the
mercy in which such an event was appointed. So after His resur-
rection His first appearance was to a woman, and not to an apostle,
and that woman one out from whom seven demons had been
cast! Howwonderful is grace !

A leper, an outcast, worshipped Him in Matt: 8. 2, and, on the
other hand, an esteemed ruler in Matt: 9. 18. A miracle was used
to lead several of Israel so to worship in Matt: 14. 33, but again a
Gentile is before us in Matt: 15. 25. Those who knew Him most
worshipped (Matt. 20. 20, ¢f. Joha's own attitude in Rev: 1). There
was no mere display of ignorant zeal by heathen, and the references
just given present Him as the One to be worshipped before resur-
rection, as well as after, Matthew 28 (verses 9, 19) adds to the
glorious view of His Deity and dignity.

Yes, His Deity is set forth, and this must never be overlooked.
For this are we deeply thankful. Nor should it be forgotten that
the very book before us emphasizes HIS OWN PLAIN TESTIMONY
against the worship, even of an exalted creature (Matt. 4. 8, 10).
Satan's greatness is seen in Jude 9. The refusal of worship was
not said to be merely because of the devil's wickedness, but express-
ly because GOD only should be worshipped, i.e. by reason of Satan’s
creature-hood., Hence CHRIST'S CONTINUED accepfation and ap-

.



28 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

proval of worship stands out. Had He been but a man of GoD, He
would have shown the attitude of Peter (Acts 10. 26). And it is
remarkable that we have refusal by "elect angels” (Rev. 19,
10, 22. 9), showing that BOTH classes of GOD'S servants reject this,
and that the reception thereof is a mark ot evil by any except GOD,
It is the more remarkable that Satan, evil spirits (1 Cor. 10. 20
and Antichrist, the man of sin (2 Thess. 2. 4, Rev. 13. 8) claim
worship. This was part of Satan's attraction in the garden (Gen. 3.5
with 2 Thess. 2. 4), and into this the son of perdition will readily
enter. The other Gospels confirm Matthew (Mark 5. 6, Luke 24.,
52, John 9. 38), and in Hebrews 1. 6 we see that all angels of GOD
are called on to recognize CHRIST in worship. Thus all created
ones who are holy are expected to worship Him. The universality
in EACH case is remarkable. Oh that we may illustrate the appoint-
ed attitude, and remember that the last prayer of Scripture is to the
LorD JESUS (Rev, 22, 20).

One difficulty may be in some minds. It cannot alter definite
witness, but it may hinder a restful enjoyment of the truth, whereas,
rightly understood, it will only intensify this. What is the meaning
of CHRIST'S answer to the ruler in Luke 18. 18, 19 7 See also Matt:
19, 16, 17, Mark 10. 17, 18. We recollect how He spoke mysteri-
ously “ Destroy This Temple *: " Upon This Rock.” Did He deny
He was SON of David in Matt: 22. 457 By no means. The stress
is on the word " How ?"” So there is a wondrous hidden thought
here through the word “Why ?” CHRIST does NOT deny His
Deity. He deals with the underlying thought of the enquirer—as in
other passages. The wish was plainly to secure a holiness by works.
He thought CHRIST as a man had attained this. In other words, as
Nicodemus wished to have CHRIST for Teacher rather than Sacrifice,
and those before us in John 6, 14, 15 wished Him to be Prophet and
King rather than Priest, so their ruler was seeking an Example, not a
SAVIOUR. The LORD JESUS will not accept part-recognition. Either
He must be acknowledged aright, or He is not acknowledged at all.
The principle of Ezek: 20, 39 applies.

Finally, may we realize more the perfectness and precionsness of
Him to Whom many names are given, and let us, saved by Him, enjoy-
ing Him, and abiding in Him, live, as those made nigh, to the praise
of the glory of GOD'S grace. So shall we understand more fully the
fellowship of our TRIUNE GOD in our eternal and fully secured
salvation,

““There is none righteous, no, not one.” Rom. 3. 10.
* This is Bis Rame, whereby Be shall be called, The
£ord our Righteousness.”” Jer. 23. 6.

“That .. @Il who are Bis blood-bought people)
should live soberly, righteously and godiy.”” Tit. 2. 12.
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We believe it is apiritually helpful to be interested—with prayerful love—in lsrael (Isa.62. 6, 7):
may these gospel messages, to be circulated, the Lord enabling, at this year's * Passover” (so-
named), help His people’s supplication.

A Passover, In Rame or In Fact. Which?

TRUTH is very precious, and anything else is AGAINST the GOD

of truth. Saul, and the men of Ziph, used the Name of the LORD
when they were wandering far from His will. A certain Micah
vainly boasted,” Now know I that the LORD will do me good, seeing
I have a Levite to my priest” (Jud. 17. 13). Most plainly did the
prophet witness,  Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple
of the LORD are these (Jer. 7. 4). In the lips of rebellious ones
such words were NOT RIGHT (cf. Ps: 50. 16). But some reader
may ask," What has this to do with the Passover ?"" Bear with me,
my friend, when 1 suggest that it is quite possible even for Israel
now to be trusting in lying words when they speak of Mz mep.*
“ Oh,” you reply, " we have ALWAYS kept the Passover : how can it
be that WE are wrong ?"' I rejoice that GOD appointed at first the
feast, but do you observe it AS He marked out ? If not, IS it actually
the Passover at all? Historical continuance will not satisfy the
searching judgment of GOD. Hear ye the words of Scripture: —
* Go ye now unto My place which was in Shiloh, where I sef My
Name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of
My people Israel” (Jer. 7. 12).

GOD'S approval in the past does NOT involve His approval in the

present. Of old, He said concerning Jerusalem," She hath CHANGED
My judgments into wickedness " (Ezek. 5. 6).
And this plain speaking in the HEBREW Scriptures, yes, in the 77D,
witnesses against many, Do not lightly assume that men are better
to-day. GOD looketh at the HEART. Be warned, dear Jewish
reader, now, and if you cannot honestly say that YOUR passover is
exactly HIS appointment, do not imagine all will be well, do not un-
truthfully excuse yourself.

Where is the passover lamb? Where is the blood ? GOD said

“End the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses
where ye are: and when I see the blood, [ will pass over you,
and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy, when I smite
in the land of Egypt.” Ex. 12.3.

He is still the Same. He changes not in His holiness. Where is the
blood ? Where is the door, or where is the altar, with the sprink-
ling of the blood ? Do not say that the LORD wiil take something
else instead. Do not ask Him thus to change. But, humbled before
Him, seek to find out WHY the long favoured nation remains with-
out priest, temple, sacrifice, feast, land, king, prophet—all these
wondrous gifts of GOD in days long past. Is there not a
cause ? And is it not that the people of Israel have missed their
way, and forgotten their Resting place ? (Jer. 50. 6). But it is on

% Pasover.



30 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

such a dark, sad, painful background that the message sounds forth
O Israel, return unto the LORD.” Do not boast. The LORD
waits to be gracious (Isa. 30. 18). He healeth the broken in heart
(Ps. 147.3). Behold now is the acceptable time, behold now is
the day of salvation. YOU are welcome to THE Passcver, if yon
feel your need of HIM! MESSIAH is GOD’S appointed Protection
from GOD's own righteous wrath.

Two Beautitul Pictures, and One Who €xcels Both.

A great crowd could be seen cne Passover time, near the sea of
Galilee. Doubtless their gathering was in connexion with going

up to the feast. GOD had said :(—

* Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the LORD

GOD."” Doubtless many among them thought of MX¥B,” and of NCBE

too, for the temple was then standing, it was

ABOUT FORTY YEARS

before its destruction under Titus, One, Who beheld the crowd
with wondrous love, said to a Jewish man near by Him, * Whence
shall we buy bread that these may eat 7' The answer soon showed
surprise, but when some small barley loaves were brought, all the
multitudes were filled and there were twelve baskets over. We
think of the miracle in 2 Kings 4. 42-44, but THIS was on a vaster
scale. Those who were thus fed soon desired further meals, they
thonght of Israel's

FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS

and of the manna. There seemed an intense longing for the meat
that perishes. Even the manna bred worms and stank (Ex.16. 20).
The One Who fed them directed their minds to spiritnal concerns,
and to the solemn thought, “ Your fathers did eat manna and are
DEAD.” Something more was neceded. Of such the carcases fell in
the wilderness, although they had the daily provision.

Beautiful, indeed, were the arrangements of GOD in both passover
and manna, the latter being first given at the time which was after-
wards the second-month passover (cf. Ex: 16, 1-4 with Num: 9).
But these were pictures of something greater, rather—of

SOMEONE GREATER.

And He, after feeding 5000 men, revealed Himself as the Bread
of Life, and as One Whose blood should be poured cut. MESSIAH
is the True Passover, He is the Real Manna, and those joined to
Him will never die under GOD's judgment. The pictures were
earthly, and hence were followed by earthly death after all. The
Antitype is heavenly, and if He has taken my place under the
) * Unleavened bread. 1 Passover,

Goln’l.‘h would like to read John 8 in [T NN are Inwited (o ask foz & aopy ef ths
5Dl

o
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wrath of GOD'S holy law, I am for ever free, and [ am welcomed to
enjoy Him, and to feed on Him. As the Passover, He died ; as the
Manna He came from heaven, was brought to the very ground, was
despised. yet graciously made an atonement (notice Ex: 16, 14
9933 P1: a precious type).
FORTY YEARS WENT BY

after this incident. Israel did not see GOD'S teaching, did not re-
ceive His MESSIAH, did not repent, and at last their place and
national strength were taken away. Will you follow in their steps ?
Oh let it not be so, dear concerned Jewish reader. GOD has His
way of salvation still ; do not vainly seek your own.

“we Preach Christ Crugified.”” (1 Cor. 1. 23).

T is a wondrous joy to have a personal SAVIOUR of Whom we can
speak without hesitation. *Is that religion ?" is a question
asked when a tract is offered, and we can thankfully reply how it
tells of much more, even GOD'S way of salvation by the finished
work of CHRIST. ''Religion" has, alas, many suggestions of a hypo-
critical profession, and religion, or binding back, as the word signifies,
must come affer salvation, or it is a failure, ‘Religion,” in the
common acceptation of the term, begins from the oufside, and fails
to reach the inside. CHRIST deals with the outside because He has
dealt with the inside first (Matt. 23.26). Thus we delight to preach
CHRIST, as One Who has been crucified, that He might fully meet
all of law's demands, that law mightlhave NOTHING to say against
us, so that, accepted in the LORD JESUS Himself, we might * walk in
newness of life.”” And this joy we long to be yours, dear troubled
reader. QOur precious SAVIOUR is able, and waits, to save such as you.

Israel’s Failure.

“THREE times in the year shall appear every one of thy

males before the LORD thy GOD, in the place which He
will choose :—in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the
feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles, and he shall not
appear before the LORD empty.” Deut. 16 1s6.

These words are disobeyed, dear Jewish readers, not only in
that you have NOT the place of GOD'S choics. through sin, but
in that SINNERS ARE ALL EMPTY BEFORE GOD, AND DG
NOT KNOW IT. The law was to convict of SIN, and yet you
boast of the law, which is a very death-warrant! We know of
ONE, Who died for SINNERS, and out of WHOSE FULNESS
believers have received, but you, alas, despise Him! Isa: 53. 3.
And shall this be so STILL? Do not cast this question aside
with carelessness and indifference, and yet profess to be pleas-

ing GOD.
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“We all, with unveiled race, beholding, as in a glass,
he glory of the Lord, are being changed.”
“ We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.”
2 Cor. 3. 18 ; 1 Cor. 15. 51, 52.

HOW encouraging, albeit solemnizing, is Scripture. There we be-

hold our natural condition, our past, our awful prospect (apart
from CHRIST), and on such a background see grace abounding that
praise also, in the HOLY SPIRIT, may ever be abounding. We have
been saved (Eph. 2. 8), are being saved (1 Cor. 15. 2) and shall be
saved (Rom. 5.9,10). Well may we in everything give thanks.
Pride, grumbling, envy, selfishness are out of keeping with the won-
drous position granted to those who are made new creatures in
CHRIST JESUS.

It is our privilege to grow in grace, we caunot grow too quickly : we
cannot become too strong spiritually. Self-esteem will not flourish
when we actually go forward. If we behold our LORD more, we
shall become like Him. The precious words ' we all’ in these two
verses are refreshing. The weary believer, the weak believer, the
young believer :—these are not forgotten by our loving LORD.
Those who follow after vanity become vain. Those who follow
after the LORD become like Him. Moses personally is the type to

which the HOLY SPIRIT refers in 2 Cor: 3. His face shone, and he”

wist not the fact. May our hearts shine (for an internal work is
here set forth), and may we be less and less conscious of ** ourselves,’
and more and more lowly. Dear Christian reader, you are not urged
to some '’ great thing " before men, but to keep your eyes on CHRIST
(Heb. 12.2). This is not laziness, this is not mere mysticism : it is
connected with true obedience, as the context shows. Deliverance
from law does not mean lawlessness.

If CHRIST is in us, the body is dead. We do not seek to educate
but to mortify the flesh, and, moreover, we feel the weakness of our
physical body. Yet we would present the latter, with al its mem-
bers (Rom. 8. 19) a living sacrifice (Rom. 12. 1, note reference at
once to a spiritual transforming, 2), and please Him. But the re-
demption cf the body is future (Rom. 8. 23). Then shall we serve
perfectly Him Whom our soul loveth, Oh that we may love Him
enongh to long for such a time, yet to long patiently. as we read in
the Song of Songs *' I charge you . . . that ye stir not up, nor awake
love, tili He please” (2.7, 3.5, 8. 4). His will and time are per-
fect. Then shall we all—all saints—be changed. The word is
different, but the thought completes the former. Now a spiritual
transforming, then a bodily change, that body, soul and spirit may
be kept blameless in the Day of JESUS CHRIST (1 Thess. 5. 23),
* Even so, come, LORD JESUS."
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Green, London. S.W.  Also “Rosemond,” Bede Burn Rd, Jarrow-on-Tyne.
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*Let your moderation be known unto all men. The LORD
is at hand. Be careful for nothing ; but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known unto GOD."” Phil. 4. 6, 7.
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A Word of Introduction.

AGAIN we are reminded thaf our times are in GOD'S hand

(Ps. 31, 15), but that we have a privilege and responsibility
to use the passing moments for Him. We are not our own, and
therefore our possessions are not ours. Oh for grace to illustrate
a holy stewardship, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT. Thus
will there be blessing and encouragement, but, beyond all, praise
unfo our GOD.

Everything would distract, were not the LORD’S people invited
to have minds stayed on Him. Nof only so, they are commanded
to be anxious for nothing. In view of HIS abounding love, we
send forth this messenger of HIS truth, praying that He may use
it to the reviving and humbling of Christian readers and writers
alike, and also to the salvation of souls.

The bistory of £ot, and Its £essons Tor us.

E cannot praise GOD too mach for “ALL Scripture.” He has
arranged foreveryneed. Butit isour privilege to read prayer-

fully, to ponder carefully, and to obey lovingly. If there be an ab-
sence of feeding on truth there will be an absence of lasting spiritual
profit, and nothing is given us simply for ourselves. We should be
a blessing to  one another,” and live unto the glory and praise of
our Heavenly FATHER, to Whom we would refurn the fruit of each
blessing in spiritual worship, cansed to overflow from devoted and
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thankful hearts. The name ' Lot' may suggest " one concealed,”
and, alas, his TRUE character was often concealed. May WE not be
ashamed of a pilgrim walk, in the path our GOD has marked out !
But to some children of GOD there may be a difficulty, because Lot
was not "called’ (See Gen. 12. 1), but apparently taken by
Abraham (Gen. 12. 5, contrast Jos. 24. 3) in mistake (Isa. 51. 2).
How solemn is the thought, lest we excite any to act with OUR faith
beyond THEIR own. However, in the PRESENT dispensation there
ARE definite commands addressed to ali "in CHRiST JESUS,” and,
therefore, we may, and should, encourage them to please Him by
humble separation (e.g. 2 Cor. 6. 14-18), otherwise we help them in
evil,

When, bowever, Lot HAD stepped forth he was, in measure, held
to his profession. So Israel were caused to spare the Gibeonites.
The Pharisees were judged according to their claims. Likewise isit
in the parables of the wicked ' SERVANTS.” Evidently Lot made a
real choice. Three times we read '‘Lot went with him” (i.e.
Abraham (Gen, 12. 4, 13. 1, 5).

Hence we are prepared to weigh his actions very thoughtfully,
nof imputing motives with human criticism, but careful to notice the
LORD’S hints, When strife existed between the herdmen, Abram
gave Lot, though his nephew, the choice. One would almost have
expected the expression of an unselfish desire not to be first, but,
(solemn word), * Lot lifted up his eyes and beheld” (Gen. 13. 10).
After Gen: 3. 6, and noting the contrast with Gen: 13. 14, where
GOD COMMANDS the lifting up, we feel there is something wrong.
Prayerful dependence on GOD seems lacking, and THAT did not
need any special precept. * Then Lot chose him all the plain of
Jordan'': we think of Ps: 47. 4, and the thought comes with power,
—Let us not decide where we will be, for EARTHLY advantages :
business and home comforts are secondary to spiritual profit : the
Will of GOD is important (note Jud: 21. 25, Ps: 25.9). John the
Baptist was trained in the wilderness, and Philip was sent thither,
from populous Samaria, for the * one” Ethiopian eunuch. Let us
not look at the outward appearance, but wait on GOD. Human
wisdom errs.

And what is the NEXT statement as to Lot ? He " dwelled in the
cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.” Further,
the verse implies a contrast with Abram. And actually there are
two statements about Lot. How could he dwell in citieS, yet still
have a tent ? It would seem he lived in &is business. We are not
surprised that the tent of faith and separation (Heb. 11. 9) was
soon lost (see e.g. Gen: 19.2). Is not Gen: 13,13 clear? We
need very definife warrant before choosing to be WITH ungodly ones.
All are sinners, but when sin becomes more defiant we should be
especially aloof. If ‘' Sodom"™ suggests '’ their fraternity,” it is in
antithesis to "' Hebron " (18), which signifies "' Fellowship.” Oh to
wait for GOD'S counsel (Ps. 106. 13).

Lot's experience in Gen: 14 was a warning, and Abraham's atti-
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tude might have spoken to him (23), but instead of finding evidence
of this we note that he passes off the Scripture record in four
chapters, wherein GOD reveals Himself and His covenant to Abram,
whose name is changed to Abraham. Should he not have learned
GOD'S lessons from bitter experience, and been stedfastly minded as
Ruth (1. 18) ?

The contrasts between Gen: 18 and 19 are clear, though Gop
often draws part of the picture lightly, lest the ungodly should mock
too much at those whose reputation is dear to Him (¢f. Matt:11.7-11).
Three came to Abraham, but only two—angels or messengers—to
Lot. THE LORD did not enter Sodom (Hos. 11.9). Readily was
food accepted in the tent, not so at the house. To Abraham was
granted a promise respecting a family : Lot's family is before us and
the angels refer to it with heart-searching indication that he was
mixed up with evil ones (19. 12, see another hint that trouble
started at home in Ps: 83. 8, ¢f. 1 Sam: 3. 13). The LORD reveal-
ed His workings more fully to Abraham, and deigned to wait for the
intercession of that man of faith. Can there be any doubt as to
what GOD is teaching here ? The witness bzcomes ever clearer.

But if Lot was plainly in error when he sat in the gate, as a
magistrate seeking, perhaps, to reform the city (19. 1, 9, ¢f. Deut:
21.19, Ruth 4. 1-10), how about Joseph and Daniel, occupying
high positions after ? GOD opened their ways, aud He Himself has
SHOWN this, though their offices would not give warrant for any
similar exalfation to-day, since the LORD JESUS said “ NOW is the
judgment of this world” (John 12, 31). Distinguish between self-
seeking and GOD'S arranging (Gen, 45. 7, 50. 20). Further, GoD
appointed to Egypt and Babylon a sovereignty as to Israel, and
hence arranged His servants in both. It was not so with Sodom.
Here was a compromising fellowship (Gen. 19. 7) against which
GOD had warned in several ways, and which seemed unsatisfactory
even to men (9), A judge or divider must be APPOINTED (Luke
12. 14). Lot had no authority from GOD for his action. We
know that he was personally righteous by grace, and that he was
weighed down by the evil around him (2 Pet. 2. 7, 8), But the
same passage remind us that he himself was tormenting his righteous
soul. He caused himself the trouble. Sorrow is not enough! We
live as pilgrims in an evil world : there is no reason to plunge 7nfo
the midst of the fullest profanity, and pray for grace to be kept
out of temptation. It is sinful so to trifle with dangers. The sin of
tempting GOD is linked. Let us obey 2 Tim: 2, 19-22.

I have been asked of whom Lot is a type. It seems to me the
HOLY SPIRIT alludes to Gen: 19. 16, 23, 24 in 1 Cor: 3. 15, Rev:

8.4. We read of " believing Abrakam,"” but ‘' just Lot.”” Those
who are the LORD'S people, yet in large measure failing to keep
themselves * unspotted from the world,” can still be characterized
:l?v what His grace has done for them, but they are not illusirating

faith " in a way bringing Him honour. Oh how solemn to be child-
ren of GOD and yet to dishonour HIS Name ! Let us be concerned. I

e
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do not suggest that Lot had no acts of service. Matt: 13. 23
would imply that every believer is, in some degree, obedient. John
15 shows that living union with CHRIST must mean " fruit,” and
1 Cor: 4. 5 is definite. But how much he lost, and how much shall we
lose “in that Day " if we are unwilling to go forth to our beloved
LORD * without the camp” of " religion,'” comfort, prosperity and
reputation, constrained by His attracting love alone. The pairs of
Scripture are forceful, and Abraham is set forth as a man of GOD
who had faith and obtained promises, whereas LOT is never
mentioned thus, The omission in Heb: 11 is instructive, and, as
Nozh is prominent there, may not Noah and Lot be another Scrip-
ture pair ? See Luke 17. 26-30.

It is true that the troubles which came upon Lot are hardly
evidence of his unfaithfulness by themselves. Redeemed ones who
walk with GOD are to take joyfully the spoiling of their goods. BUT
the mode of record of the HOLY SPIRIT implies chastisement.
Whereas Job's family was removed by Satan, under GOD'S permis-
sion, Lot lost in a moral sense those near and dear to Him. When
he was first with Abraham, we do not read of Lot's wife, whom we
are solemnly bidden to "’ remewmber "': was she from Sodom ? If so,
his children were born there, and comparatively young at the
terrible time of destruction. How often, for earthly friendships and
marriage, there is a ' broadening,” or, at least, a manifest denial of
seeking the Kingdom of GOD FIRST (Mstt. 6. 33). Yet many are
apt to be offended if approached on this subject! Why? Isnota
lack of heart-love to the LORD, in the attitude chosen, at the root ?
But let US be careful. We may be free from one sin because free
from temptation thereto, yet failing and falling in something similar.
None can boast, except in CHRIST.

We must not misuse the gracious emphasis on Lot’s righteousness,
his reverence, and holy hatred of evil around him. 1 Cor: 4.5
shows, as we have seen, that every believer will have " praise,” and
the LORD’S delight in mentioning what He can commend shines out
in Rev: 11, 1II. So GOD’s servant Paul commences 1 Cor:, albeit
many rebukes were needed. The wish to complain is not manifested.
We need to beware of such a spirit, though the seeming contrast—
affable excusing of sin—is easier with most of us, and very, very
common, When Abram deceived, the LORD did pot at once deal
with him accordingly (Gen. 20. 7). “ He hath not dealt with us
after our sins” (Ps. 103. 10). The wrongly smitten rock brought
forth water in Num: 20. The faith of Rahab is commended with-
out excusing her unmentioned lie in Heb: 1 1, and Samson is before
us in verse 32. Let us never misuse the LOVE and tenderness of
the LORD, never overlook the lessons from comparing Scripture
with Scripture, that we may be enabled in the power of the HOLY
SPIRIT to see the mind of the LORD, and to hate the evils which
surround us, and to glorify His Name by escaping them more and
more, a5 we grow in grace and in the knowledge of our LORD and
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST (2 Pet, 3. 18).

r—
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“ Under the Sun.”

ECCLESIASTES is Divinely written to shew us the vanity of

earthly things, How empty is this world's best. What a con-
trast with “ THE SONG OF SONGS.” In Ecclesiastes we have
“ VANITY OF VANITIES.” [If " chosen in CHRIST,” let us choose the
riches of CHRIST, yea esteem the reproach of CHRIST greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt. It is, indeed, painful to see those who
profess the Name of the LORD striving after the wind, which can
ONLY disappoint. If believers acted like believers, and gladly gave
up the things of this age, there would be a wondrous witness. DOES
CHRIST SATISFY ? Oh how solemn it is to feel that we often dis-
honour His Name ! Let us possess our possessions. If the LORD is
not enough for His pecple, we may be sure the REAL reason is that
they strive to blend Him with something else, and so do not have
enough of Him !

The expression '~ under the sun" is in solemn opposition to Eph:
2. 6 where children of GOD are described as those made to sit tc-
gether in heavenly places, or in * upon-heavenly " places, in CHRIST
JeEsUs. No storm clouds intrude there. The changing day and
night of earth cannot hinder there. The tribulation which is pictured
by the scorching of the sun does not penetrate there: hence if we
lose our earthly life, our life is still hid with CHRIST in GOD. How
glorious is the height of blessing, May we walk worthily, in the
power of the HOLY SPIRIT.

The first occurrence of ' Under the Sun"” is in Eccl: 1. 3.
The question is suggestive: we think of Mark 8. 36," What shall it
profit a man if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul 2” "1In all labour there is profit” (Prov. 14. 23), but even
riches profit not in the day of wrath (Prov.11.4). The “advantage "
is VERY LIMITED., Not so with spiritual labour (1 Cor. 15, 58).
* Their works do follow them.” .

Eccl: 1.9 is the next passage. How we praise for the "~ new
creation ' from above the sun, for except a man be born from above,
he cannot see the Kingdom of GOD. Human movements begin
with failing persons and end in failure : GOD'S saving work is from
and to HIMSELF. That will not fail. The man of earth wants
*something” new: he would renovate the world, but he only
changes the outside, patches up the rags of self-effort with rags, and
urges onward the circle of ** falling short,” with its awful goal.

In 1. 14 we have the testimony of one who had tested everything.
Nothing to satisfy ! Solomon looked for good " under the beaven
(cf. 2. 3, 3. 1) but no good came, on which men laid hold with
their " doing ”': but, blessed be GOD, He has brouwght down a good
thing. He has laid hold of us (Acts 4. 12), and raised us up.

But in Ecclesiastes the record of weary disappointment continues.
Again the word " all"—more than once—in 2. 11, and yet again in
2.17, only to be repeated in the dirge of 2. 18, and to find a further
climax in 2,19, with a repeated “all” in 20, and the solemn



38 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

question of 2. 22—" For what hath man of ALL his labour, and of
the vexation of his heart, wherein he laboured UNDER THE SUN?"
Oh, how MAN fails, but One Greater than man shall see of the
labour of His soul and be satisfied (Isa. 53. 11), and in Him, and
with Him, we are and would be satisfied. Poor world ! Happy
child of Gon'!

Eccl: 3. 16 reminds us that men turn judgment and righteousness
to wickedness and iniquity. Psalm 82 tells the ruin of earth.
Hence GOD must " overturn, overturn, overturn.” Ruin is stamped
everywhere (Amos 5. 7). Chapter 4 goes on with the same mourn-
ful tale :—"oppressions wnder the sun” (1) : the evil work that is
done under the sun™ (3), “ vanity under the sun' (7). Again we
notice the emphasis on the word "all,” (15). Here is no partial in-
vestigation, but a complete searching out “ one by one’* (7. 27), and
an acknowledgement of complete failure! And we could proceed
with 5. 13, and in 5. 18 see how small are the good and comely
things outside CHRIST. Happy are those who can say * The LORD
is my Portion” {Lam. 3. 24, Ps. 119.57). In®6.1, 12 moreover,
nothing better is reached “under the sun" than the gloom felt
already. There is a treadmiil of agony, 8.9 reminds of 5. 13:
advantages become disadvantages in the midst of ruin. And so
twice in 8. 15, and in verse 17, as well as in chapter O six times (3,
6, 9, 11, 13) we find no resting place. And if the wise man is over-
looked, folly is praised, and this is the dire climax of " under the
sun” (10, 3).

Among all classes there is nothing better, in all circumstances it is
the same. “O earth, earth, earth, hear the Word of the LORD,”
sounded forth the prophetic testimony of old. Evil and disappoint-
ment are written everywhere. About 30 times, in the words before us,
GOD lays a stress on this. If Solomon failed, thou shalt not succeed,
O young man, though thou rejoicest in thy youth (11.9). But will
not SOME who read these lines be humbled to turn aside from
vanity ? CHRIST still waits ts welcome sinners. * He satisfieth the
longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness” (Ps.1086. 9).
Our desire too is to know HIM (Phil. 3. 10). In GoD's presence is
FULNESS of joy, and at His right hand there are pleasures FOR
EVERMORE (Ps. 16. 11). Even now His redeemed are encouraged
to rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory (1 Pet. 1. 8), for
He will not fail, He will never forsake the work of His hands. Well
may His blood-bought people be FILLED with praise, and live ex-
pectantly to the praise of the glory of His grace !

Questions are welcomed from any who own the Lord Jesus Christ as
“God, Blessed for ever " and who rejoice in free salvation for
guilty sinners, brought to God the Father, by Christ's precious,
finished work alone {John 14. 6).
Believers” Meeting Rooms :—61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E, 43a, The Broadway, Walham
Green, Loodon. S.W.  Alio *“Rosemond,” Bede Bumn Rd, Jarew-en-Tyge.
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*“ €very Priest Standeth,”

¢ This One . . . Sat Down ”
Heb: 10, 11, 12,

CHRIST is the glorious Contrasted One, ALL Israel's p_riests
sinned and died. He was without sin, and death did not inter-
rupt His work. As Priest He ever liveth, Surely the words
standeth ' and " sat down ' must ring in our ears, There was no
chair in the Tabernacle : there was no chair in the Temple. The
types were beautiful, yet only as types : as realities the‘y failed and
disappointed. An animal sacrifice cannot give me a l'_tg‘hteousness
which it possesses not. There were two, and more, sacrifices for the
same sin : each showing the incompleteness of the other which was
joined unto it. )

In the light of this, we see how forcible Ps: 110. 1 really is, and
should value more the precious finished work of our adorable LORD
JESUS. Because He lives, we shall live also. He is accepted, and
we are accepted in Him. Hence the words of Eph: 2. 6, made to
SIT TOGETHER in heavenly places in CHRIST JESUS,” We are free
from eternal wrath. Law has been righteously met, and has nothing
to say against us. Hence we are encouraged by the s_;tress on our
LORD'S position in glory (Mark 16. 19). His session involves His
intercession, and this He ever lives to make {Heb. 7. 25).

But will He never stand up? Yes, He will stand up to judge.
The words of Luke 13. 25 will come true. He will never stand up
to add unto His death. He will never repeat His atonement, "Once
. . hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself n
{Heb, O, 26). He will rise as King, and drive His enemies away.
Then shall He sit as King also, exercising His holy authority (Zech:
6. 13). The true Priest-King, the Antitype of Melchisedec, shall be
enthroned at restored Salem—the place of peace.

“wWe £ove Bim Because Be First £oved Us.”
1 John 4. 19.

T is a precious thing to know and experience and delight in the
I love of GOD. We were, by nature, quite undeserving of any
mercy. If GOD had condemned us for ever, what could we have
said ? Nothing, nothing at all. But He has been RICH in mercy.
Yes, the word *rich” is needed here. He loved the unlovely
and unloving, and so we have been caused to live by the death
of His dear Son, and to love Him with a new, a heavenly love.
How marked is the change, for in Scriptural language, we were
** hateful, hating one another” (Tit. 3. 3). Ah, how many re-
fuse this testimony as to the natural man. They speak and
think of his ** kindly nature,” his * better self,” and so forth.
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But Scripture is clear. Love worketh NO ILL. If I do not lead
a man to CHRIST, | am working ill to him, and every unsaved
sinner is UNKIND. ’Tis only when GOD’S quickening is granted
that we love. Love is of GUD. The word “Him" in 1 John
4. 19 seems to have been inserted by some copyist, and weakens
the Divine comprehensiveness. We have the power to love, we
love Himt AND His people, and feel true interest in lost sinners,
all because He loved and loveth us.

“our Sumciencp is of 60d.”
2 Cor: 3. 5.

lN 2 Cor: 2, 16 we have a question, in 3. 5(a) a negative, but at

the end of the verse a glorious contrast contained in the next.
The apostle, guided by the HOLY SPIRIT in his WISHES, as well as
verbally inspired, felt the danger of pnde, the danger of argument-
ativeness, the danger of natural anger in dealing with the unrepentant
ones at Cormth (2 Cor. 12. 21). They accused him of lightness

(1. 17), and of craftiness (12. 16). Such an attitude was painful to _

bear, but he only turned from men and from himself, to the Living
GOD. " Our sufficiency,” he said," is of GOD."”

In some respects only have hmes changed. Man is the same—
against the LORD, dead in trespasses and sins. Professing Christi-
anity is the same—and more manifest in its hollowness. Our
gracious Heavenly FATHER is the Same. We have living confidence
in Himself. Oh that we may have no confidence in the flesh., 1f
we lead a soul to CHRIST, if we help one in the pilgrim path, the
glory is not ours,

Moreover, we look ahead. Darker days are Scripturally set forth,
Shall we despair? By no means. Hath GOD forgotten to be
gracious ? Resting in Him, and waxtmg for SON from heaven
(1 Thess. 1. 10), we would not be anxious for the morrow, but in
everything give thanks, and, as we step forward, our hearts, enabled
by the HOLY SPIRIT, would say, " our Suffxcency is of GOD."”

s

Only “IN CHRIST” is there security. If I begin the work of
salvation, what assurance have I of ifs continuance ? But if the
LORD of Glory, fully knowing my unworthiness, died that I
might live, and (f the SPIRIT of GOD quickened me when I was
dead in sins, any loss of salvation would be even more HIS loss
than MINE, and here my soul would rest. A Divine word and a
Divine work are frue arguments for peace of mind, and faith can
ever enjoy what the LORD has done and has said and 15. Do
not be occupied with religion, and activity; CHRIST as SAVIOUR
and LORD should occupy the mind.

e
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«“] et us consider one another to provoke unto love and
to good works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another : and so much the more, as ye see the day approach-

ing.” Heb: 10. 24, 25.

e

A Word of Introduction.

THE days pass by, and remind us that THE Day is near. Dark-

ness is around, The Word of the LORD is neglecled, but
that Word is precious, and when the Scripture comes in the
HOLY SPIRIT'S power fo our hearts, what a privilege we receive.
That believers may be “ built up” and their Heavenly FATHER
exalted, we send forth this messenger of His truth. If in any
part we misrepresent His will, or vary the proportionate
emphasis, how thankful shall we be for correction, however He is
pleased to grant it. But if His own purposes for His people are
shown, how important that such should be drawn closer together,
in the holy realization of John 13. 34, 35. And may poor, lost
sinners be drawn unto Him for the first time, quickened by the
HOLY SPIRIT, because of the efernal redemption thaf is in
CHRIST JESUS, and through His ever-precious blood. Corres-
pondence welcomed—Percy W. Heward, 61, Upfon Lane, Forest
Gate, where this, and other FREE literature, to His glory, is printed
and published,

The Carcase and €aqles. Luke 17. 37.

THE solemn utterance of Luke 17. 37 alludes to Job 39.30, It

is also found in Matt: 24, 28 Where we read ' carcase "’ for
“body,” a plain witness that something evil is before us. Every
theory which sees in this a reference to the catching up of the
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LORD'S dear people is thus removed, and we have the reverse of
catching up, even a2 swooping down in judgment, comparable with
the supper of the Great GOD in Rev: 19, 17.

The question cf the disciples may help us. The LORD JESUS had
just said,”"Ope shall be received aside’(¢f. John14. 3) and the other
of another kind shall be sent away ?" They ask * Where ?" prob-
ably meaning, " Where shall this fake place ?"” The answer implies
“Wheresoever such a dead body of mere profession is found.”
Further, it suggests where the false claimant to salvation will be
sent, even under the righteous wrath of GOD. In Matthew the
word " for " in verse 27 prepares for the two contrasted statements.
" Do not believe,” the LORD JESUS says, regarding those who expect
a secret coming, for .

(o) as the lightning . . thus shall be the Parousiz, i.e. the being

alongside, of the SON OF MAN (blessing to His own).
{b) wherever the carcase is, there shall be gathered the eagles
(judgment to those who are not truly His).

The teaching is solemn : there will be a visibility of His coming, but
those who attend to human rumours will be left on earth, and un-
masked, instead of being caught up, they will be laid low by eagles of
vengeance, Those who listen to the doctrines of men and join the
societies of men, go to a carcase not to CHRIST, and, as part of that
carcase, they will be, unless mercifully delivered, the opposite of the
church which is His body. Do not let me be misunderstood. Many
dear children of GOD are NOW in error as to prophetic teaching, and
one would love them heartily, although not always able to tell whom
to love as really His. But when the promised reviving takes place,
believers will be brought to oneness of mind., To those looking for
Him, CHRIST will appear. Those who confinue in denying His
truth will thus, and then, be manifested as none of His. Surely it be-
fits us in these preparatory days to bring all we believe to the touch-
stone of the Truth, lest we have embraced anything on the authority
of a man or a wish. Godly heart-searching should accompany all
Scripture searching, and so GOD will be glorified. Similar warnings
are found in Revelation, e.g. 3.3, "If therefore thou shalt not
watch, I will come {on thee) as a thief, and thou shalt not know what
time I will come upon thee.,”” May we be humbled to-day before
our GOD, and be caused to please Him by true repentance, and
definite devotedness unto our LORD for Whom we wait and long.

Rewelation 4. 1.

EVERY word of Scripture is precious. John was greatly

privileged to enter this opened door. We rejoice in the fact,
and in what he tells us that he saw. GOD is so lightly regarded to-
day. Hence we are thankful for this stress on His glorious majesty,
and on the realization of the prectous blood of CHRIST in the won-
drous worship around the throne. There is much food for thought,
and we would seek to apply its principles to our own reverent wor-
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ship, as His blood-bought people, in the enabling power of the HOLY
SPIRIT.

But when we are told, without fear of contradiction, that this
pictures the rapture of "the church,” and is evidence that children
of GOD linked with the present dispensation will not be on the earth
during the unsealings or trumpets, we ask,” Where does GOD teach
this ? What proof, from Scripture, is there of this interpretation ?"
It may be added, “Is John always thus viewed as a type of the
Church in his movements, e.g. in 17. 1, or can we pick out?"”
There is a great danger if wishes decide meanings, and if we {ail to
test any thoughts which seem to soit our prior belief. Loving
TRUTHFULNESS is not helped forward unless there is godly care in
this matter. At present, I cannot but feel that John was personally
called up to see “ things which must be hereafter,” and that this no
more describes the taking of the redeemed than the" weeping "'of 5. 4
or the apparent ignorance of 7. 14 picture circumstances in that Day
of rejoicing and knowledge.

It may be replied that the twenty four elders are the Church, and
that we do not have the Church on earth after ch: 3. If John is, as
it were, the church, why the twenty four? And where does the
HoOLY SPIRIT show we must thus interpret them, beloved friends ?
Where, moreover, is the word *church™ in chs: 1—37? I find
“churches™ but the aspect is surely distinct. [ do not deny that
chs: 1—3 belong to the present dispensation, (otherwise how could
John have fulfilled his instructions and sent his message ?), but we
must beware of our hasty inferences that the LORD'S people in the
present age are absent from (e.g.) ch:13 because the word ‘‘church
is omitted.

" Elders" are " representative,” it may be said. Yes, this is true,
but they are real. And if we do not see the saints as a large com-
pany personally in glory till after the sixth unsealing {succeeding
the tribulation of the fifth, and reminding in 6. 12-17 of Matt: 24),
why should we assume they musf be PERSONALLY there ? What if
there is an anticipatory representation as in Matt: 18.10*? Can
we declare the saints are caught up before Scripture says that they
are caught up, and before we behold them depicted in the glory ?
Let us not add to the words of GOD, nor take from them.

To sum up,—we need to be guiefer in our study of the Scriptures,
to be less subject to human opinions, to be the reverse of subject
to them because subject to the teaching of the LORD Himself. Till
GOD shows us His raised people in glory, we must not assume they
are there, any more than assume by the presence of the * four living
ones "’ {mistranslated beasts) the presence of those whom they repre-
sent. Indeed, the probability is they are pictured because NOT
there themselves. The absence, yet nearness, of the saints of GOD
in 6. 9 is illustrative of this thought, and we commend it to the
prayerful meditation of the people of GOD.

* The writer would suggest an allusion to 1 Chron: 24, and thus a representing
of the " Kingdom," the “ priests " of whom Rev: 1. 6 speaks.
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Two Denials.
“ £t bim deny bimselr.””
“Betore the Cock ¢crow thou shalt deny IRe thrice.”
Matrt: 16. 24, INartt: 26. 75.

lT is a privilege to confess the LORD., Confession is the opposite
of denial (Jobn 1, 20), and confession speaks * plainly "' (Heb:
11.13,14). And, just as love includes hatred (Heb. 1.9), con-
fession involves denial. The confession of CHRIST is an acknow-
ledgment of one's own unworthiness, and of a definite, prayerful
desire not to be led by the flesh, or by the things of the flesh. This
pleases GOD. All else must grieve His HOLY SPIRIT.
. Do we deny ourselves ? It is not easy, it is not natural to say
¥“No.” Itis easy to say ' yes,” and easy to be wavering. But firm-
ness is Divinely appointed. The crucified flesh must be mortified
and buffeted. We cannot serve GOD and mammon : ' Him ONLY
shalt thou serve.”

It is not enough to overlook cerfain fleshly desires : the whole of
self must be judged, and there must be a holy abhorrence of “"ALL"
its abominations (cf. Ezek: 9. 4), The flesh can choose some acts
of seeming obedience, and some parts of sin.

If we fail to deny self, we shall soon deny our LORD. It is remark-
able that Peter's sad mistake in Matt: 16 just precedes CHRIST'S
precious but solemn utterance. Surely He means us to iink the two
passages. Do they not speak to our hearts as to Satan's methods ?

I have often felt the force of the fact that the same word is used,
in Hebrew, for * praise' of the LORD, and " confession” of sin. Is
this strange ? We have, too, the confession of the LORD JESUS, and of
our failures, with the same word in 1 John (1.9; 4. 2, 3,15). Is
not our view of His perfectnessin proportion to our view of our own
natural unworthiness and personal weakness? Any other thought
is pride, and at the root of much sinfulness. May we be blessed by
the Divine record ot Peter's failures, for after this record we should
be wandering yet more, if we denied our LORD in apparently smailer
degree. A “little ” sip, as men say, is a ' beam " if in our own eye.
Oh that the searching power of truth may be valued more, and that
we, in the HOLY SPIRIT, may walk with GOD.

SALVATION IS A GIFT.
OT a reward, else none would receive it. NOT to be sold
cheaply, but given freely. Man fails if one fraction is de-
manded from him: so full of sin is he. How marvellous then is
the grace of God, which exactly and fully meets the need. The
gospel is perfectly suitable to a dead and condemned sinner.
Nothing else is suitable. But, my friend, have YOU received
this gospel, or are you without your greatest mecessity? Oh
that the gift of God may be yours, because of the precious bloed
of His beloved Son.

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 45

“They Covered Bim with Clorllaes, but be Gat no hrat.”
1 Kings 1. 1.

“ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of GOD and is prefitable.”
This brief record of David's PHYSICAL weakness is full of
SPIRITUAL teaching. We remember how active and mighty he had
been, and now he was ounly seventy vears old (2 Sam. 5. 4), yet this
was ' a good old age" (1 Chron: 29. 28) when we see how much
was accomplished. Nevertheless there is a solemn reminder of Ps:
90, 10. Sad indeed are the resunlts of sin. ' By one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upon all men”
(Rom. 5. 12). Not even Methuselah reached 1000 years. But
CHRIST will reign on earth for that period, "' the Day of the LORD."”
No man has yet passed through one such " day.”

It was right to take care for one aged. And, as he was in author-
ity, yet another argument could be Scriptually found for the earnest
attention of many. Yet such could not give health. How helpless
are men, The clothing which was put upon David did not alter the
weakness wifhin. Vilality was needed, and this was failing. The
thought comes with heart-seaching power that many still seek to
raise those who are dead in sins by oufward means. Except a man
be BORN FROM ABOVE, he cannot see the Kingdom of GOD" (John
3. 3 marg:). Human devices are insufficient, And so is it with respect
to the LORD'S people. Thanks be unto Him, they shall never perish,
but often some who bear His Name are weak., There is a need for
strong, robust Christians. Why should not the words of Ps: 92,
13.15 apply ? There is no Scripture to approve loss of spirifual
power with advancing age. DBut what if there are signs of failure,
Shall we seek to restore the power by OUTWARD methods ? Nay,
vital fellowship with the LORD is needed, that in the power of His
risen life we may be fervent in spirit, and glorify our Heavenly
FATHER. Itis so easy to become colder. A reaction after faithful-
ness is often Satan's attempt. May we in the power of the HOLY
GHOST, be victorious. We need reviving : the LORD does revive
us. Clothes and Christian service and accompaniments of a life
which pleases GOD are useful in their place, but we would not trust
to them. Have we the HEART within? Are we in holy health be-
cause of communion with the LORD ? It is well to ask this question,
and let us not be content with an evasive answer.

If these words are helpful to our souls, may it not be that others,
which we have often overlocked as " merely historical” have
similar parallel instruction, and do we not feel anew the power of
the words of truth ? Surely we have much neglected the Scriptures.
But there is forgiveness with our gracious Heavenly FATHER, be-
cause with Him is plenteous redemption. He deigns to hear our
;Ionfession of sin, and will not fail those who wish to glorify His

ame.
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“We Know.”

MORE than once in 1 John—e.g., 3. 2, 5. 13—this definite state-

ment is used. There are many who tell us that believers can-
not know they are saved. But Scripture testimony is very different.
Moreover, those who have experienced the change, and know that
they have passed from death unto life {1 John 3. 14) can give a
powerful witness against any whose opinion is only negative, and
who, by their own confession, are ignorant of the eternal life of
which they speak, and who deny and dispute what they can never
disprove. But the witness of the HOLY SPIRIT in Scripture must
ever remain the climax, ever remain final, Man should be silent,
To refuse it is to attack GOD'S own truthfuiness, and such an attitude
is more than perilous.

Some who read these lines may, however, be wishing they could
say that their position was ""in CHRIST.” They are always hoping
and lenging, but they do not know. It may be that in such GOD is
graciously working now, and we would seek fo turn their thoughts
away from themslves and their attempts or ' accomplishments ™ to
His worth. The LORD of glory died for sinners, He came to seek
and save that which was lost, and we know that His work is not in
vain. Heavy laden ones are welcome to Him, and He never disap-
points. If any heart-broken ones rest on Him, all Scripture declares
their safety. Doubt yourself, troubled reader, but never doubt
CHRIST, His Word or His work.

Worsbhippers.

JOHN 4., 23 shows that GOD does not only seek worship but

worshippers. This, indeed, we might expect, {or unless a wor-
shipper brings the worship, there is only m:re form and ceremony,
Bat the language used by CHRIST has further fulness. Our Heavenly
FATHER delights in the personal love of His personal people. We
do not emphasize an absiract religion, but teil of the grace of GOD,
He has brought His people into a living feliowship with Himself. More-
over, we see that only those who are characterized by this attitude,
and who continue pleasing GOD, can really present that which
honours Him. Oh that it may be ours pot only to talk of this, but
to illustrate the praise and devotion, in spirit and in truth, wherewith
the FATHER is well pleased. By the striking words of John 4 the
LORD JESUS puts aside ALL Judaism during the present dispensation,
and ALL man-made ceremony (Gentilism}, and thus we see Jew and
Samaritan alike shut cut as such, but true worshippers out from Jew
and Gentile more than welcomed !

** The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth : for the Father secketh such to worship
Him. God is a Spirit : and they that worship Him must worship in spirit
and in truth. John 4. 23, 24.
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‘“ That 1 INay Know Bim.”” Phil: 3. 10.

HE word “1” may sound too prominent, buat it is not so in the
language GOD’'S servant used. The preciousness of the ufter-
ance, moreover, is intensified by the context, for so earnest a heart-
feit desire is not merely a sentimental wish, but linked with the
words before.—" I count all things to be loss because of the excel-
lency of the knowledge of CHRIST JESUS my LORD, because of Whom
I was caused the loss of all the things, and I count them refuse ...
to have known Him.” Would we seek this knowledge in an easier
way 7 Oh that it may not be so.

Further, we may see another "link.” Having . . the righteous-
ness through faith of CHRIST, the rightecusness out from GOD, on the
faith—on purpose to have known Him.” ‘' This is life eternal THAT

they may know Thee” (John17. 3). Life with a view to heart-know-
ledge, righteousness that we may be acquainted with the LORD!
His wondrous gifts now are not a goal, He docs not save us from
wrath and leave us! Oh how fuil is the plan of grace.

* But do I want to know Him ?" This question may, and should,
come with heart-searching and humbling might. What have I given
up to-day with such an object, and without pride of giviag up, for is
not HE beyond all else ?

The added " knowledse " must not be put instead of the LORD
Himself (see 2 Pet: 3. 18). His blessings are with HIM, realized by
the HOLY SPIRIT'S inworking. Therefore, we notice next ' the
POWER of His resurrection,” not only the fact of it, but the experi-
euce of living strength in a sinful world. And still more, AFTER
this, " fellowship of His sufferings.” We cannot enjoy the SOLEMN
privilege of the latter except on resurrection ground. Any other
aspect would be proud or mournful, barely emotional or ritualistic.
And mark the plural" suiferings,” In the suffering of death for
guilty sinners He was alone (Heb. 2. 9). The words apply, " Thou
canst not {foilow Me now.” But we do have the rejeclion of the
world with Him, His reproach is ours. May it be so.

NEAR.

WHAT a privilege to be made near to God (Eph. 2. 13). Who
can estimate what it means? We may use the word
glibly, but this is dangerous. Happy are they who value their
real blessings and see in the nearness Divinely caused, a token
of God the Father’s love, an evidence of the completeness of
Christ’s work, and an encouragement to walk in the Hely Spirit
—befitting those made nigh, who should be ‘‘far off "’ from the
evil which they once loved. For *'if any one is in Christ, there
is a new creation,” and those who are a people near to Him
(Ps. 148. 14}, are encouraged to live in a fellowship which the
world cannot cause, nor understand, nor remove (1 John 1. 7).




Hymns for Belicevers.

How precious is the grace made known
To those who only ill had shown,

To those who never sought the Lord,
To those deserving dire reward.

Yes, grace is reigning, and we joy,
In grace so pure, without alloy,
Such bounty earth can never boast,
To sinners ruined, dead and lost.

How gratefully our hearts would praise,
Since drawn to walk in heavenly ways,
Apart from grace we soon had borne
The wrath of God, for aye forlorn.

*T'was all in love He deigned to save, .
*Twas all in love His Son He gave,
Free mercy we, in mercy, tell,
Complete delivernnce from hell.

And now eternal life is ours,

A wish to serve with heavenly powers,
And all we need, so well supplied—
And all because our Saviour died,

How can we pride and sin allow
Redeemed by wondrous mercy now ?
Oh that, awakened, we may show
The lovingkindness which we know.

Lost by nature, lost for ever
Doomed to judgment for our sins:
Saved by grace, with nought to sever,
God completes what God begins.

Lost by nature, sin pursuing,
Hurrying on the downward road :

Saved by grace, and gladly viewing
Now, by faith, our bright abode.

Lost by nature, evil choosing,
Never seeking God or grace;

Saved by Christ, Who, never losing,
Teads us to His heavenly place.

Lost by nature, darkness nearing,
Held by chains of sin and ill:
Saved by grace, Christ's presence
cheering,
Guided in His holy will.

Such the contrast ! Mercy reigning
Calls for daily joy and praise:

Oh that life, His love explaining,
May be ever in His ways.

Lternal life so freely now bestowed,

Though God to man no grace or good-
ness owed ;

*Tis all in love that we are quickened

now,
Nor will our God His mercy disallow.

We chose our way, but He had first
made choice,

And we are His, and in His love rejoice.

He will not lose the objects of His love,

He will not kill a life from heaven
above.

What wondrous grace that Christ for
sinners died,

The Holy OUne for rebels crucified,

The Righteous Saviour for th' unright-
eous hore

The wri:th that was our due,—and we
adore.

Saved by His grace, how gracious we
should be,

Until in glory we Himself shall see ;

Then to eternity our praise will sound

For love that did, and doth, and will
abound.

Grace is our joy, that we in Christ are
blest,

All things possessing gince in Him
possessed,

Covered by mercy, made His very own,

Redeemed by blood, and soon to share
His throne,

Such is the fulness of God's love, its
height

No man can tell, but we in grace de-

light,
We cannot doubt His condescending

care,
We cannot doubt that He will hear our
prayer,

He ne'er has changed, and never will
He cliange, )
His love remains, no man can disar-

range,
Praise from our hearts should ever
overflow
Though all His love we never, never
know.

His are we now, and His we still shall

be
When in a bright and blest eternity,
For ever His, for ever loved and kept,
He never siumbers, never has He slept.

And so each day, a day of joy and
praise,

Should find us pressirg on our Saviour's
ways,

Until in glory we our Lord behold,

And jcig that not one half His love was
told.
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* Be careful for nothing; but in everything, by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known unto GOD. And the peace of GOD, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds, through
CHRIST JESUS.” Phil: 4. 6, 7.

B e

A Word of Introduction.

IT is a joyful privilege to have the same gospel for each issue. I

do not mean we would write the same words (though this may
be needful) but we would thankfully tell of the same glorious
SAVIQUR, and LORD, and emphasize the same path of consist-
ent obedience along the graciously revealed will of GOD. Truth
does nof vary or wear out, and the people of the LORD should be
untiring, and affectionate, in their zeal for the Truth. Circum-
stances and opinions change, buf GOD’'S words are nof to suit
thetimes. Itisfor Hischildren tocorrespond with Him:theydare
not try to aiter what He has said(Gal. 1. 10), to fit their arrange-
ments and wishes. If you desire, by gruce, to walk with GOD, it
is prayerfully hoped that these pages will prove GOD’S blessing
to the heart. If you desire something else, oh, that you may be
disappointed, with godly sorrow working repentance. In either
case we shall be glad to hear from you.

A Replo 10 2 Question asked concerning “ €x¢lusion,”

would wish to answer humbly, and to the glory of GOD. Bat how
solemn it is for those who bear the one worthy Name of the
LORD JESUS to realize that exclusion is sometimes necessary, and
also that an exclusion which is not of GOD, but rather of Diotrephes,
has sometimes prevailed. The LORD'S appointments have not al-
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ways been honoured, but there is forgiveness with Him, and we
desire not to be conformed to this age, but attracted to CHRIST, that
in His light we may by His mercy see light, and know, more and
more fully, " what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
Gob."”

We need not, just now, show at length from Scripture that the
LORD has emphasized the manifest oneness of His people,* or that
saved ones should be gathered together}, even in days of weakness§.
It is acknowledged, by grace, that the Scriptures are perfect, authori-
tative, and sufficient, being applied by the HOLY SPIRIT Himself, to
suit our every emergency,

Are not many of our difficulties through a too hasty and man-
made " inclusion,” and an unwillingness to Iimit reception by the
principle of Rom: 15. 7?7 A lack of frankness, or an agreeing to
differ, can never illustrate CHRIST'S receiving of His people. Nor
can such unholy broadness be * to the glory of GOD." ‘' What part
hath he that believeth with an unbeliever ?’" But, it may be said,
we do welcome believers only, Is there loving and prayerful caution
on this point? You cannot see belief, but discipleship. The words
of the LORD JESUS e.g. in Matt: 7. 21, 13, 20, 21, John 14, 15, are
not fully emphasized, Profession is accepted at face-value, All
seem to have more concern not t» offend than to be jealous for the
holy Name of the LORD (Ex. 34, 14). It is easier to "' put off”
testing, to hope all will be well, and to settle down. But is there
pot a measure of laziness and compromise in such an attitude ?
Ezra 2. 63 with 2 Tim: 2 may show special " slowness” in days of
departure, and of “a little revivieg,” when we cannot discern, as
apostles, and when the confession of CHRIST is respectable and easy,
and not so definitely an evidence of love unto Him. “ The LORD
added ” in days gone by, and if WE build " hay and stubble "—as
Babel’s ' bricks '—into GOD'S temple, let us not be surprised by
pro*lems afterwards.

May I suggest that godly discipline in a gathering of saved ones is
NOT with a view to exclusion, but with a view to GOD'S glory in its
holy prevention! Matt: 18. 15-20 will show this. We should not
be " expecting '’ troubles, but what shall be done if they arrive ? In
what cases is exclusion Scripturally demanded 7Y May we empha-
size the condition of GOD'S servant in Phil: 3. 18 while we ponder
this subject ! See also Ezek: 9. 4. An academical discussion is as
out of place as being ' puffed up for one against another" (1 Cor:
4, 8). Love to CHRIST is sorrowful as to sin.

* John 17. 1 Aects 2. 41, Mal: 3. 16. § 2 Tim: 2. 22, Heb: 10. 2¢,

i 2 Tim: 3. 16, 17. € Distinguish withdrawing (1 John 2, ig, Heb: 10. 38),
which may often relieve of the responsibility, if there is an attitude of concern
for God's glory in an assembly. The withdrawing of those who appeared to be
believers is very painful (2 Tim. 1. 15), but in the transition period the ATTITUDE
of all, and the acTrons of those who have responsibility, are set forth in 2 Tim:
2. 25. Many problems will be avoided ria true prayer. Difficuties are often
a chastisement, in grace, but also in reproof.
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Matt: 18, 15.20 has already been mentioned. It witnesses
against national churches and other arrangements of men. Strikingly,
moreover, it explains that an “assembly "' consists of more than “two
or three.”” While referring to this passage, we acknowledge, with
shame, that its very principles have been doubted. GOD has not
been frusted to maintain, on lines of His will, the discipline of His
house. Furthermore, we own our collective weakness, and the man
who thinks he can, hurriedly, and with self-satisfaction, apply these
words at such a time, has little knowledge of the failure as to his own
walk with GOD. But the LORD'S will is clear. Every sin contains
within it the germ which will grow till there be exclusion, unless
grace intervenes. The testimony of Jas: 1. 15 is clear. " Sin, when
it is finished, bringeth forth death.” What mercy that believers’
sins are not finished (Gal. 5. 17), They have an ‘ hitherto . . but
no further,” because of Him Who said "I have finished the work
which Thou gavest Me to do,” and again, “' It is finished."”

Matt: 18 also forbids the first rebuke of a brother in a way which
rouses his self-defence before others, and it shows how individual
children of GOD have no authority, in this or in different matters,
for cutting themselves off from the judgment of their Scripturally
united brethren, and for acting independently. A church of GoOD"
must never be “despised” (see 1 Cor: 11.22). And this word
("'despised ) contains a crucial point. Exclusion is here marked
out” as linked with an affifude rather than an action. If one is
overtaken in a fault (Gal. 6. 1), he should be spiritually restored !
"Tis only when there is an apparent sfafe of sin that there can be
godly exclusion (Tit. 3. 10, 11).

1 Corinthians 5 will now help us, if applied by the HOLY SPIRIT.
I feel the last clause of verse 10 is mistranslated, Should it not
rather be—"' Since it was obviously your duty to have come out of
the world!"” Thus verse 11 contains a solemn thought that one
may be named a brother, (his reality is rightly donbted, if exclusion
is contemplated), and yet be characterized by certain departures
from uprightness. Those who use this passage to defend sin are
dangerously like to those who, with infidel batred, lay hold of Gen: 19.
GOD calls sins which we think " little "’ by solemnizing names (Matt. 5.
22, 28), and we are privileged beyond the Corinthians, in possessing
the record of their failure etc:. It will be noticed that the six names
here describe persons, i.e. they do not deal with one act but with
persistence. Confessed sin is never a ground for exclusion (Matt:
18. 21, 22). There cannot be shutting out of one who manifests
tender heart. Thus a stafe and attitude of evil are again before us,
and these make one doubtful as to salvation, since " whosoever is

* The words * as an heathen man and a publican " can surely mean no less.
To break bread, for example, with one so regarded is quite contrary to 1 Cor:
10. 17, and all Scriptural thought of “fellowship.” Further, he has sinned
against the church by resistance, and “to thee " does not say only to thee.
Surely it rather suggests ** Let him not be so to thee, till after the assembly has
stepped in.”
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born of GOD doth not commit sin,” or as we might render " is not
doing sin” (1 John 3. 9). A “keeping on" is set forth. The tense
is different in 1 John 2. 1 denoting an ac? of contrariness to GOD'S
holy will. Among Israel, exclusion was on the same ground. The
" high hand ” Num: 15. 30 (marg:) and the stubborp disobedience
of Deut: 21. 20, 21 revealed a condition alienated from GOD.
Hence we do not only have the removal of mingling together in
1 Cor: 5. 11, which can exist in the preparatory discipline of
2 Thess: 3. 14 (‘ that he may be ashamed ”*) but also of all eating
together, whether at home, or in the LORD'S Supper. HERE is a
marked inability to acknowledge position in the " covenant.”

Are there any other thoughts in 1 Cor: 5, and any allusions to
the earlier Scriptures which will help us? Leprosy and leaven
seem two types set forward: leprosy rather suggesting persons
(Num. 5. 1-4), and leaven indicating deeds. Believers need twofold
separatedness, viz from persons and things. They are unleavened
ones, and it is important to live up to this character. To exclude
others while excusing sin in ourselves is quite unscriptural. The
principle of Gal: 6.1 searches the heart. Furthermore, the com-
mand of verse 13 is quoted from the very ancient Greek translation
of the earlier Scriptures. See Deut: 17. 7,12, 21. 21, 22. 21, 22,
24, 24. 7. This fact defines again the deliberate nature of the sins
for which there is exclusion. In many things we all offend, and
would be humble, confessing our sins, remembering 1 John 1, 9.
While there is humility there cannot be casting out. OQbstinacy is a
state of heart. Nor would we overlook the death penalty in each
case in Deuteronomy. This emphasizes the contrasted nature of the
present dispensation, yet shows how delivering to Satan implies
that evidence of spiritual life cannot be seen.

Do any other portions of Scripture oppose these principles ? If
so, as Scripture is self-consistent we must be in error, and would
seek to find out our mistake, rather than dishonour the LORD and
suffer loss at the Judgment Seat of CHRIST. If, however, all pass-
ages seem to confirm, we are further helped in knowing the mind of
the LCRD.

We turn to 2 Cor; 13. 10, where " use sharpness " is hardly clear.
The word "cutting off” (found in Rom: 11. 22) is here used in
adverbial form.} Apparently this warning is licked with 2 Cor: 12,,
21, 13.5. There were those in Corinth who had nof repented.
Unrepented sin, excused sin, must ever tend to exclusion. ' Ah”
some one may answer, ' all that is true, but the evils before us are
moral; doctrinal error is never made a basis for separation.,” If this
be so, let us readily yield to the authority of GOD'S words, but let us

* The verb signifies “ turned in,” the reverse of being turned out. The apostle
would not work hastily (1 Cor. 4. 21, 1 Cor. 12, 21). It is possible to withhold
friendship (John 15. 14}, without cuttting off.

1 Likewise in Tit: 13, whence we learn that holy firmness may mean a return o
soundness in the faith. Weakness, in home or assembly, is not love.
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be clear that we have His words, and His authority. In 1 Tim: 1.,
19, 20 there is a twofold stress on faith and the faith. The word
* which " in 19 is plural, and alludes not only to this, but to " a good
conscience.” How important is such an aspect. Whenever there is
tampering with conscience there is great danger. Delivering to
Satan, in the light of 1 John5.18,19, not only suggests exclusion, but
displays the beautiful contrast when the LORD in His love keeps His
own from Satan’s touch, and will not allow Satan to regard them as

" in the authority of darkness (John 10. 28, 29).

2 John 10 indicates more definitely exclusion for doctrinal evil,
It can hardly be said that one who is not received "' into a house " is,
all the time, received into a house of GOD. This verse must nof be
explained away. ‘' The doctrine of CHRIST " is explained, in measure,
by the context, and verse 11 shows the link of “creeds and deeds,”
Nor has Rev: 2. 14, 15 an uncertain sound. The angel of the
called-out-church in Pergamum was blamed for * having " those who
beld the docfrine of Balaam and of the Nicolaitanes. In 2 John
there is a stress on evil ministry, but the bare holding is here repu-
diated. Solemn, indeed, is the thought involved. It is easier to be
identified with evil than we realize. An assembly is not to be com-
posedof professing Christians, but of disciples.

But, still seekiug grace, that, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT, we
may avoid mere discussion of possible problems, we would confess
a very serious question. How is it to be decided that the sin has
been commitied ? Individuully, our path seems clear, in daily life.
We are to hold aloof from any seen unrighteousness. ‘' There shall
be no leavened bread seen with thee” (Deut. 16.4). But how are
we to act collectively ? Has our Heavenly FATHER left us in doubt ?
Are we only to wait on Him, and leave Him to work, or does He still,
even in days of weakness, deign to use human intruments ? How
can such distinguish His will, from their feelings ? If we make our
faulty interpretation of a passage authoritative, we are putling that
which is of man on the level of that which is from GOD. And like-
wise is it with a faulty application of a true principle, Job's friends
had much knowledge of truth, but their epplication was most un-
wise. It may be easy to behold some sins. We can act with quick
unanimity as to ''a drunkard” (1 Cor. 5. 11), but how shall we
know if one is '’ covetous ' or a "railer,” wilhin the meaning of the
Scriptural words ? Are we not all in some measure *’ covetous,”
do we not ail need to own our failures. Yes, and the principle of
Heb: 5. 2 deals with every child of GOD, worally as well as physic-
ally, Butis there no escape from this problem ? By the grace of
GOD, we deny the infallibility of any person or company, nor are we
able to acknowledge present claimants to inspiration, or even those
who, alas, often ' talk " of their experience of the LORD'S leading.
Further, it is plain that " babes” in CHRIST are not associated with
discipline, nor are Christian sisters linked with the carrying out of
assembly arrangements.

May not 1 Cor: .5 with Heb: D, 12a help us, even if elders
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are lacking ? And may not Eph: 4. 11-13 imply that our risen
T ORD will give some giffs, which are not specially linked with the
* foundation " as those of Eph: 2. 20, “¢ill we all come into the
unity of the faith!’”* His purposes of love and His words are un-
broken. Must not evangelists and pastors have a care for the
saints, and be able to deal with difficulties, in His enabling ? Did
not the LORD raise up in Israel’s darkest days, judges and men of
GOD? And was not the LORD with the judge, though infallibility
was, by no means, manifest ?

To the writer it seems clear that all “adding” and removing, all
ministry and discipline, are the LORD'S prerogative, and that He can
use whom He pleases, But that He has appointed “two or three”
gathered as a little company, or even twenty or thirty, to act, claim-
ing that they must be led by the LORD because intentionally gathered
thus, seems to go beyond Scripture. 1 Cor: 5. 2 blames the
Corinthians for not "' mourning " rather than for not excluding, as if
to suggest the LORD Himself would work via heart-humbling (“that
he . . might be taken away”), and the desirability of fellowship in
such decisiveness with the one privileged to * plant” GOD'S hus-
bandry at Corinth (1 Cor. 5. 3,4). And in days of weakness the
stress on the LORD'S use of individuals is intensified.* Hence the
personal aspect of 1 Tim: 1. 20, and Tit: 1. 13, 3. 10. Does this
mean the ignoring of others? By no means! When there isa
gracious reviving from the LORD, there will be a cheerful harmony,
as among members of the body, and a glad recognition of the means
which the LORD employs. Younger Christians will doubt them-
selves rather than any whom GOD has raised up to be a blessing in
this way, and the very acknowledgment will help them spiritually,
against the Jevelling trend of the day.

Is there any Scripture for the theory that one could be outside a
gathering in one place, yet inside another sister-gathering ? Surely
such an idea is confusion, and approved because of occupation with
historical failure rather than with the will of GOD. The SPIRIT of
Diotrephes may have perverted GOD'S arrangements in the past but
should we leave them for independency ? If there is humility, and
if an assembly is rightly constituted af fhe first, the LORD will
graciously deal with " troubles.” But if there is pride, and if the
gifts of a risen LORD are not acknowledged, and there be not fellow-
ship with " evangelists and pastors and teachers" in the privileges
entrusted to them (not because of their ** merits,” but in His wisdom
and unto His glory), there will be increasing failure. When, in a
company seeking to please the LORD, a sin rises up and spreads and
t seems to be one which may involve exclusion, should there not be
prayer and fasting, and if the case is laid before brethren who have
some knowledge of the will of GOD, and in whose godly concern

* So the later epistles are addressed to individual servants of Christ, and the
angels of Rev: 2 and 3 seem such, e.g. in the light of change from “you™ to
“thou” in 2. 10, see also 2. 24, ¢f. the judges among Israel, and the remnant
times of Ezra and Nehemiah.
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all the people of GOD gathered have confidence, and if any sister-
assemblies are of one mind that there is true caution, and that a
brother whom they all recognize as called by GOD to plant assemblies
is carefully and prayerfully serving the LORD in this matter, may
not the result be viewed as His enabling ? And we would add that
such care will often be used rather to remove the waywardness and
restore a brother beloved, than to shut out. Disciple-likeness is
tested when godly investigation is made, but discipline in the energy
of the flesh will not help to mark out who are really children of
GOD, rather the reverse.

It may be said " Can there be nothing more definite ?” I would
suggest that holy pondering as to whether the assembly IS in accord
with the mind of the LORD, whether it is His work or unintention-
ally part of some human system, is mosf definite, and that good in-
tentions do not prove the former. Sectarianism is possible without
the name, Let us ask curselves again if we are on the lines of the
LORD'S will, If so, is there any brother as Timothy, or as ' the
messenger "’ in each assembly of Rev: 2, 3, who can guide in this
matier as the LORD enables him ? If not, why are we not concerned
for the LLORD'S own supply of suitable " gifts" or suitable servants,
that He may be exalted in all the arrangements ? Such a brother
will not “‘assert himself,” will not be dictatorial to elder brethren (see
1 Tim: 5.1), but will manifest the unifing work of the LORD JESUS,
and will help others to distinguish e.g. the impatient words which
grieve the LORD and scon grieve the one who utters them FROM the
spirit and attitude of railing, or, again, to discriminate sad worldli-
ness in some unrealized details from a character of unholy covetous-
ness which is, before our Heavenly FATHER, actunal idolatry. These
are days of weakness, but GOD is not weak. The HOLY SPIRIT is
not merely an infinence, Discipline is possible, and exclusion may
be necessary, but only for presumptuous sin. And one underlying
thought of 2 Cor: 12. 20—13. 2 seems to be, " never force a con-
clusion too quickly: consider yourselves lest you have been tempted,”
for pride can promptly deal with OTHERS. An affitude of disciple-
ship is the background of welcoming. Such an aftifude, and godly
men and godly care, are needed, moreover, in the HOLY SPIRIT,
to find out what attitude is reaily being manifested. Satan will seek
to deceive as to all, for he aims at unity where GOD has placed
separation, and separation where GOD has appointed unity,

Recessities.
A change of dispensational arrangements, Heb. 7. 12
The death of THE Covenant-Sacrifice. Heb, 9. 16, 23.
That the Gospel should be preached to Israel. Acts 13. 46.
That all GOD'S people should be preserved and valued. 1 Cor, 12, 22,
The obedience of such as a witness. Tit. 3. 14.
The encouragement of saints. 2 Cor. 9. 5.
The fulfilling of responsibilities. 1 Cor, 9. 16,
Sufferings for CHRIST. 2 Cor. 6. 4.
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“PBave tbz Faith of 60d.” ““ A Conscience of 6od.”
Mark 11. 22 (marg:). 1 Pet: 2. 19 lit:.
“Ppolding Faith and a 60od Conscience.”
1 Tim: 1. 19.

HE literal rendering of Scripture is often most forceful. If we
are ' in CHRIST JESUS,” WE BELONG TO HIM, and our body
should be a living sacrifice, for we are not our own, even in this
matter. '‘ Ye are bought with a price " is the background for TWO
related exhortations. In 1 Cor: 6. 20 the HOLY SPIRIT adds,
* Therefore glorify GOD in your body,” whereas in 1 Cor: 7. 23 we
have the other aspect of the same devotion,” Be not ye the servants
of men.” It is deeply important that children of GOD, partakers of
the HEAVENLY calling, should intelligently see, and humbly set
forth, their true position. If they goaway from the LORD'S appoint-
ed road, they will, like Jonah, bring trouble to others, as well as to
themselves. The path of obedience is the only path of wisdom and
true blessing.

It is delightful to remember WE are not our own. This is a Divine
argument against fear, as well as against pride. Will our gracious
GoD forsake, will He forget, the work of HIS OWN hands? Surely
we can trust HIM, and enjoy, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT, this
spiritnal encouragement. How many problems are solved by the
realization of what our Heavenly FATHER has made us fo Himself.
We cannot serve GOD AND mammon. — Him ONLY shalt thou
serve'’ is a very definite statement, expressing the attitude of those
who would please their LORD.

We are trustees, and though we can give up our " comforts,’’ we
can never surrender our responsibilities. ‘' Faith" belongs to GOD:
it is His inworking {Col. 2. 12). A good conscience is in His care,
and we cannot allow anything which wounds it, to satisfy or gratify
ourselves or any fellow creatures. We would be kindly to all men,
they are not our masters, We would render unto Czsar the things
that are Casar’s and unto GOD the things that are GOD’S (Matt. 22.,
21). Hence we cheerfully pay taxes, NOT to avoid punishment, NOR
because of an exfernal “must,”” BUT led to do so by the definitely
expressed will of GoD (Rom. 13.7), and the law of the new
covenant, the law of CHRIST, written WITHIN our hearts. We want
GCD's autherity for every action: when this is given, we ask no
questions as to the amount of the tax, or Aow it is spent. The re-
vealed will of our Heavenly FATHER quiets EVERY concern, and we
gladly pay taxes to His glory, even as we sing, and pray, with this
holy object. There is something wrong—much wrong—if we fail to
have such an object in all. Zech: 7.6, with the italics left out,
shows the failure if we do any action simply as a physical one,
1 Cor: 10. 31 is a wondrous testimony that nothing is too small to
be done unto the glory of GOD. May this be our heart-altitude, to
the praise of the glory of His grace.
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¢ | prayed unto the LORD, saying. *Ah LORD GOD! behold,
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power
and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee.”"

*“Then came the Word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,
* Behold, I am the LORD, the GOD of all flesh: is there anything
too hard for Me?'” Jer: 32. 16, 17, 26, 27.

A Word of Introduction.

ANOTHER issue, another Ebenezer. The LORD liveth. We

can well trust : we can {ll doubf. Yea, doubt is sin. The
darkness is real, buf is the LORD'S light less real ? No, we have
had confidence in Him and will have confidence. No good thing
will He withhold from them thaf walk uprightly. Day unfo day
uttereth speech, and as our days so shall our strength be, for our
GOD’S compassions fail not, they are new every morning. ‘‘Bless
the LORD, O my soul, und, all that is within me, bless His Holy
Name."”

Any “difficulties” will be welcome from t{hose who want fo
please GOD, and we would commend this magazine, to His people’s
prayerful perusal.

Free leaflets and fypewritien nofes—gladly lent—on many sub-
jects may be mentioned, that, in these'heavy times” (2 Tim: 3. 1),
those who are “in CHRIST JESUS" may be drawn together in
affection, and manifest harmany, by the power of the HOLY
SPIRIT, and with “that Blessed Hope” in faith’s view.

———

The grace of GOD is wondrous in length, breadth, depth and height.
GOD’S powerful gospel excels all human religions in that it depends on
nothing from man, but lifts up those, whom it describes as far lower than
any theory will allow, to a glory far beyond any conception.

Bibie Study Centres:—61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.
432, The Broadway, Walham Green, $.W.,and ** Rosemond,” Bede Burn Rd, Jarow-on-Tyne.
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“ Gird thyselr,”

“The iron gate . . opened to them of bis own accord.”
Acts 12. 8, 10.

THE grace of GOD never encourages laziness. ‘' Gird THYSELF!"

But He answers prayer and does beyond what we can do. No
good thing will He withhold. The voice from heaven stopped Abraham
when ABOUT to slay his son. Can we not trust our GOD still ? If He
keeps us waiting till the ‘' last moment,” He will not keep us too long.
Faith needs a test, and we have dross to be burnt away. There is a
" needs be" for every fiery trial. " In everything give thanks.”

1t is precious to behold the combining of the direct and indirect
workings of our Heavenly FATHER. The LLORD JESUS used the five
ioaves,which were indirectly His, and He directly multiplied. He raised
up the ruler's daughter, AND next appointed that her parents should
give the food which His providence had provided. We have seen
the same thing as to Lazarus. We would not disparage means, pro-
vided they are appointed means, yet we would not trust to means.
Only in the LORD have we confidence. We are not sufficient of
ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, and if, in His love to us,
He uses us as His instruments, to His Name alone must be the glory.
Boasting has been shut out, and the door has never been opened to
let it return,

Are there “iron gates" in our lives ? Are there mountains of
difficulty ? We call to mind Zech: 4. 6,7, and would " believe
GOD,” for He will not fail His people. Let us turn aside from all
which would attract, and distract ; let us ** trust in Him at all times,”
and He will prove that 1 Cor: 10. 13 is not a ' dead letter,” buta
living reality, because He is a Reality in our happy experiences.

The Fulness of God’s Lowe.

[F GOD had loved sufficiently to provide a way of escape from

wrath it would have been wonderful. But He has loved utterly
undeserving ones in such a degree that He has linked them with the
SON of His love. To be brought away from judgment temporarily
would have been much, to be brought into blessing eternally is sur-
passing ! Indeed, whether we think of the length, breadth, depth
or height of this love, it passes understanding. In length—eternal :
in breadth—to a great number whom no man can number, including,
in its depth, most unlikely ones ;: in height, raising such to heavenly
places in CHRIST JESUS., And this is shed abroad, poured out in
rivers of fullest supply in our hearts (Rom.5.5), Let all the
philanthropists and reformers of this age bring forth their theories,
They pale into nothingness in this light, and, moreover, they rest on
the false foundation of the improvability of man. If GOD hasshown
us ourselves, and, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT, His love, how
we should praise His Name !

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 59
We are bis Workmauship.

E should be more thankful regarding our position and portion
as children of GOD. " A new creation’ in CHRIST JESUS
{2 Cor: 5. 17), is a height of blessing. GOD has made us Christians:
we did nof make ourselves. But for grace we should be dead in
sins still. His uninfluenced love is the background, or rather basis,
for the confidence of faith. Having begun a work, He will accom-
plish it {Phil.1.6). He will not forsake the work of His own hands,
and we ARE His workmanship. But this is not oaly our thanks-
giving, it is a definite call to praiseful obedience. If we are His
work, we are not our own. He has every right to our devotedness.
We must not congratulate ourselves if we give anything to Him.
Rather our hearts would say, "' Of Thine own have we given Thee."
1t is our privilege to do the will of our FATHER, as those who have
been made anew with this object. Here, moreover, is an encourage-
ment in gospel witness. Many despise the word of grace. Shall we
despair ? No! As for GOD His way is perfect, His counsel shall
stand. Salvation is not a development or improvement, it is a new
making. and " unlikely” ones are more than "likely” if He has
sovereignly taken in hand.

i e

Paraliels.

THERE is a beautiful testimony in GOD'S unconditional and con-

ditional promises to Israel, alike, and His heavenly people now
rejoice, remembering Isa: 14. 1, Rom: 11, 28, 29. Jerusalem shall
yef be a praise in the earth, CHRIST shall yet have the throne of
David (Luke 1. 32). But can we not go further, and thank our
Heavenly FATHER because of the way in which these promises
guide us? They remind us of His unwavering truthfulness to all
His own. Are we in CHRIST ? Then we are saved for ever. But
what manner of persons OUGHT we to be. His conditional promises
are conditional, and if we presume on those which are unconditional
we shall find that we can lose more than we have ever realized, as
well as grieve and dishonour our glorious GOD, And may it not be
said that such presumption will cause a doubt as to whether we are
saved at all ?

But just now the thought before me is this.—In Ex: 23, for ex-
ample, we have solemn commands and promises from Sinai. Have
we not parallels with every one of these ? Do we not feel the dan-
ger of serving even physically-unseen idols of the heart? Do we
not wish to present our devotion to our glorious GOD, and to enter
into the thought that WE must not appear before the LORD empty, for
would not this be a reflection on His love, as if He had not granted
us enough ? See verses 14-17 {for this suggestion. Do we not find
a PARALLEL with verse 18 in connexion with the living sacrifice of
Rom: 12. 1, and the sacrifice of praise in Heb: 13, 15, as we avoid
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the leaven of malice and wickedness (1 Cor. 5. 8), with holy horror
of sin ?

The promise that GOD would take away sickness was very re-
markable, and linked, not with luxury but with bread and water
(verse 25). We litlle know how fully we can and should trust Him
as to our bodies : alas, that believers lock fo stimulating tonics and
mixtures instead of the LORD, and put themselves in " the doctor's
hands " seemingly unmindful of His mighty hands, and of His deep-
est interest. GOD can and does use means, but we need spiritual
perception to know whether those we suggest are appointed, and
whether we are using them in an appointed way. It is so easy to
become like the world. A contrasted standpoint befits a contrasted
people.

But may we not go further ? [s there not a spiritual parallel with
verse 25 ? If we honour the LORD, will He not grant us spiritual
health ? Surely we desire this, even prosperity of soul, to the praise
of the glory of His grace, and if we partake of right spiritual food,
and obey our Heavenly FATHER in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT,
He will not fail us. Oh that we may have, yet more manifestly,
" the faith of GOD " (Mark 11. 22 marg:).

In like manner we find parailels with regard to Judah's experi-
ences under Asa and Jehoshaphat. Surely the word of 2 Chron:
14. 11 fit those who resist sin—in the flesh and around, " Help us,
O LORD ocur GOD ; for we rest on Thee.” We are weak, and must
fail if attempting in our own strength. Thus in 2 Chron: 20, 12 the
king of Judah said, ” We have no might . . neither know we what to
do : but our eyes are upon Thee." Have we this attitude when, by
grace, we wrestle against temptations ? " We are not sufficient of
ourselves to think anything as of ourselves.” Thanks be unto GOD,
the verse adds, " but our sufficiency is of Gop.” If the LORD
JESUS said,”" Withoni Me ye can do nothing,” He also said,” All things
are possible to him that believeth.” We have a real Source of
strength, and may well look up amid all the strains and problems
and difficulties. The GOD Who wrought so wondrously of old is
not hindered to-day. He will not fail, nor be discouraged, and why
should we be discouraged ? If we look at surroundings and seeming
possibilites we may feel disheartened, but, if we believe GOD, the
darkest cloud cannot shut out the light of His presence from those
who live above the things of earth in conscious fellowship, through
the power of the HOLY SPIRIT, with their risen LORD,

Spirituality cannot be tested by a verbal examination. It is beyond human
analysis, It permeates the whole life, and is glad obedience to the revealed will
of Gop, whatever be the cost or the consequences. Spirituality is impossible
unless any are born of the Hovuy SeiriT. Nor can it be acknowledged unless
there is the leading of the HoLy Sp1r1T  Zeal is not always spirituality. Accur-
acy does not prove its presence, thongh inaccuracy may tell its absence. Bible
knowledge is not sufficient, though Bible-neglect is a sad testimony as to un-
spirituality. Beyond our mere definitions, it is the shining forth of the work of
the SpirIT of Gob in a life devoted to the Lord.

-
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“Christ . , over Bis own Bouse.” Beb: 3. 6.

THE LORD JESUS was, and is, the Faitbful One. He owns His
people,and they cannot recognize any interference with His
purchased rights. If sin rises up to oppose them, how serious is
this sin. If the world would binder, how firm must be our refusal.
CHRIST is over His own house, and any lordship but His is out of
lace.
P Will this make the thoughtful child of GOD self-opinionated ? By
no means. It will rather suggest humilily, and a fear of grieving
Him. How choice is the privilege of pleasing GOD : oh that this
privilege may be curs increasingly. It is easy to talk of glorifying
His Name, but how real is the blessing when this is actually our
opportunity. Not to please oneself is a delight, and full cf fruit, both
now and in that Day. To be rewarded for that which is better than
a reward in itself seems strange but such is GOD'S gracious provision
for His blood-bought people. We are His hounse, and would be
held by His will, and gladly subject to His wishes, in holy harmony
and fellowship one with another, being led by the HoLy SPIrIT.

God’s Choice.

l‘r ANY of our troubles come, I believe, through a failure to realize

the absolute nature of GOD'S choice. We do not feel as we
should, (and I think I may add “as we would"), the solemn fact
we deserved an eternal judgment, and there was not the slightest
reason in us why we should not have been left in our sins. GOD’S
choice was absolutely free. Any other aspect makes man meritorious,
or makes out GOD to be unjust. There was not one grain of holiness
in our hearts. We had no " inner light,” no natural preparation for
the gospel. If GOD had not chosen us in CHRIST from efernity
(Eph., 1.4, 2 Thess. 2. 13), we should be yet in our sins. Sucha
view of grace is repugnant to the NATURAL man, unless a ment:—_ll
bias accepts it,—rather, accepts its travesty. for in such a case there is
no realization of the SANCTIFYING power of the truth. A precious
unveiling of GOD'S sovereign election is throughout Scripture, an_d
marked in providence. If GOD loved us when we were dead in
sins and made us alive, there must be election, else all would be alive.
The man who perverts this Divine display of mercy fo excuse sin is
doing exactly what Romans 6 and O show to be the inference of the
{lesh from sound doctrine, and thus rather affording a proof that the
truth he misuses is the humbling and heart-testing truth of Scripture.

The Suitability of Sripture.

SOME of the LORD'S people can teslify very definitely th_at they

have experienced the suitability of the GOSPEL to their utter
need and worthlessness. GOD is very gracious therein to the utterly
lost. In like manper, the focd of the werds of truth is ever suitable
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to His blood-bought people, and therein they find “mzat in due
season.” The same passage, applied bv the HOLY SPIRIT, may
comfort, reprove AND instruct. 2 Tim: 3. 16 implies this, showiag
that all Scripture has a fourfold profit. Difficulties may be answered
by the very verse which refreshes ''him that is weary.” The ful-
ness of Scripture is often forgotten. GOD still speaks thereby : the
repeated present tense in Rev: 2, 3. “What the SPIRIT saith' is
very precious, But havé we ears to hear. We must beware, on the
one hand, of a2 vague reading of GOD'S book * just as if it were an
ordinary book,”" and, on the other hand, of being so occupied with a
portion of truth that, while we can rightly see it everywhere, we
fail to see other parts of the full orb of GOD'S perfect revelation, aill
of which His children need.

“ s’ or “bim?” Natt: %, 20.

ONE would not suggest that earthly business is unspiritual, It may
) be done to the glory of GOD, and should be, else it is wrong
11 Cor. 7. 24). But there must always bz a heart defached from
2arthly objects, and attached to the LORD, if Hz is to be pleased.
And the underlying thought of Matt: 4. 20 is precious, We long to
seek FIRST the Kingdom of GOD and His righteousness, There is a
danger lest we leave communion with GOD, lest we put fellowship
with saints in the background, amid the " strain” of to-day. The
child of GOD should not be idle. Daily toil has been appointed, but
we BELONG to the LORD, and it is so easy to be out of proportion.
A wrong situation is sinful, buat it is possible to act wrongly in a
right one.

This meditation is intensified by Hab: 1. 16. The natural man is
liable to all manuer of sins. How many of the heathen worship that
vhrough which their earthly advantages seem to come, unmindfui of
Him Whe is beyond all. May we not apply this thought? ' Ap-
pearances ' and " results"" are very popaiar, even among professing
Christians. But " means and methods' without the LORD are
=mpty. Let us not idolize a person, place, or practice, which GOD
appears, in His wisdom, to use. He alone is entitled to all the glory.
Hence, in another context, we may ask the solemn quesiion—"' Nets"
or "Him?" Oh that our response may be prompt and spiritual.

And then we would also call to mind Joha 21.15. “ Lovest thou
ME more than fhese ? "—whether persons or things! It is natural
to have an attraction toward some " hobby,” shall I callit? Even
Christian work may become z “ hobby.” We may delight in open-
air preaching, or feel interest in the children to whom we speak of
CHRIST, for their sakes rather than for Him. Abraham needed test-
ing as to his only son whom he loved. May we, by grace, stand
firmly amid such a strain, in the ever-invigorating, and present,
power of the indwelling HOLY SPIRIT.

T
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Wisdom is the Principal Thing.

Prov: 4. 7.

WHAT is your object in life ? Is it " position ?"  Is it " to make

money ?" Is it comfort ? On what is your heart set ? The
principal thing is wisdom, and *the fear of the LORD is the begin-
ning of wisdom,” hence the aim of every moment should be the
glory of GOD.

Are you a parent ? What do you seek for your children? Do
you treat them as those whose bodies are more important than their
souls ? On which do yocu spend the longer time ?  'Wisdom has no
necessary financial value under the sun (Eccl. 9, 15), but how
blessed it is to be made wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3. 15). Do not
act as though earth were very large in your esteem. It can ofh:.r
you very litlle. Wheie your LORD was crucified, will yon be glori-
fied,—before He is manifestly glorified ? Will you reign before the
time ? Nay, dear Christian reader, seek the things of GOD, and leave
results with Him.

To Whont Conting.

HOSE who were brought from Gentilism to Judaism were called
** proselytes,” literally “comers to.” We think of Heb: 10.1
with the contrast in verse 22—the words “draw near,” hiding the
HOLY SPIRIT'S use of the very same term. How wonderful to realize
that though we deserved to be driven away from GOD'S presence,
we have been brought nigh in the precious blood of CHRIST, that we
may continually come unto GOD, as FATHER, by Him. This is our
privilege, and we would value it,—would value HIM. We cannot
have confidence in the flesh, the flesh fails. But have all our bless-
ings " in CHRIST," and these are more than we can number. Oh the
depth of the riches of His grace as well as of wisdom. . What a
privilege to be ' comers thereunto” when the approach is not to
a creed, religion, or system, but unto Himself. This aspect alte:rs
everything. If we go without the camp, it is first unto _I-_Imm
{Heb.13.13). So, whether we think of our outside or inside position,
CHRIST is the Centre and the Glory. Let us, kaving come, keep on
coming, yea come boldly to the throue of grace (Heb. 4. 16),
conscious of our needs, and of His sufficiency to meet these needs.

——cesPracemm

Only "“in CHRIST "is there security. If I begin the work of salvation,
what :’ssurance have | of its continuance ? But if the LQRD of glory,
fully knowing my unworthiness, died that 1 might live, and if the SPIRIT
of GOD quickened me when [ was dead in sins, any loss of salvation would be
even more His loss than mine, and here my soul would rest. A Divine
word, and a Divine work, are true arguments for peace of mind.



Hymns for

O our Father, Thou hast given

Life eternal throcugh Thy Son,

Made us children, heirs of heaven
Through the work which He hath done.

O our Father, we would praise Thee
For the wonders Thou hast wrought,
Be devoted ever to Thee

Since we are, by grace, blood-bought.

O our Father, keep us ever

Near to Thee, in cov'nant love
Nothing can Thy chosen sever,
Linked with Christ, in Him above.

O our Father, now restrain us
From all evil, by Thy grace,

*Mid earth's trials now sustain us,
Keep us in Thine own embrace.

O our Father, we would praise Thee
Look alone to Thee on high

Seek to worship and adore Thee,

On Thyself alone rely.

Gracious Father, keep us ever

Near to Thee, by sovereign grace :
Thou wilt leave Thy chosen never,
Nought of earth can ever sever
Those in Christ, their Hiding Place.

For redemption freely given,

We would ever praiseful be;

Tor the blessed hope of heaven,

And the prize for which we've striven,
1When our Saviour we shall see.

For Thy love to us abiding
Throughout all cur pilgrim days,
For the Holy Spirit’s guiding,
As the days are quickly gliding.
We our Ebenezers raise.

The blood of Christ, so freely shed,
Is now our rest, our one * instead,”
But for His death we all should be
Away from God eternally.

Of wrath the children once we stood,
But now, redeemed by precious blood,
We are God’s children, saved for aye,
He will not, WILL NOT cast away.

How1 great the change, how real His

ove,

We have been quickened from abeve,

From death to life we have been
brought,

The Shepherd loved, the sheep was
sought.

Now we can joy in sovereign grace,
And know we have a heavenly place,
No power of man, ner Satan's might,
Can alter Christ's eternal right.

BBelievers.

We are redeemed, accepted too,

“In Christ ™ for aye, created new,
what thankful hearts our hearts should
Blessed by our God eternally. [ke,

Soon will our Coming Lord arrive,—
O may our love to Him revive,

For we would seek His will and way,
And “ Come, Lord Jesus,” ever pray.

How small our troubles ever seem,

When Christ is all our Hope _and
Theme !

For us what grief our Lord went
through,

And shall we doubt His love so true ?

How can we fear the strain and stress,
Since He hath said that He will bless?
The greatest toil will soon be o'er,
And we shall see Him, and adore.

From judgment we are set quite free:—

Then xghy should saved ones fearful
be?

Faith knows His grace and care and
word,

And will not be by men deterred.

Qur chief desire is Him to please,
Wetwould not seck earth’s empty ease,
Qur longing is that, come what may,
Our lives should praise Him every day.

That we His doctrine may adorn

We now would plead, earth’s offers
scorn |

Pain, loss, and 'death. our “‘all,” may

If we are His,—if for His sake. [take,

Praising our God, we would confass
Our failure and our shame:

Confessing sin, Christ's Name we bless,
His sinlessness proclaim.

As sorrowful, we would rejoice,
Rejeicing, we would sigh,

Would gladly lift up heart and voice,
Yet for all evil cry.

How wondrous is the twofold life,
Of those who are the Lord’s,

Both free from and in midst of strife,
Their life with His accords.

But soon, released from strain and toil,
His own Himself will see,
And share with Him the throne and
spoil,
And triumph gloriously.
Qur Father, by Thy Spirit lead
To fuller thoughts of grace,
O may we not from truth recede,
But all Thy will embrace.
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** They are not of the world, even as | am not of the world,
Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is truth. As
‘I hou hast sent Me into the world, even so have | also sent
them into the world.” John 17. 16-18,

A Word of Introduction.

A GAIN we can tell of GOD’'S ALL-sufficiency, and rejoice so to

do. We would earnestly, yet humbly, bring these pages be-
fore His people, who love His words of truth, and who wish, in
the HOLY SPIRIT, to walk worthily. There are many discor-
dant voices in the world. Some say “ Act thus,” others ' No,”
but the LORD'S " This do,” not only in Luke 22. 19, is clear, and
precious to His obedient servants’ hearts(Matt. 8. 9, John 7. 17).
Such have gone out to meet the Bridegroom, and #they dare not
compromise a fellowship with a world out of which they have
been chosen, but would thankfully show their calling is high,
heavenly and koly (Phil. 3. 14, Heb. 3. 1,2 Tim. 1. 9). May we
be ever among those who thus adorn His doctrine !

The Flesh—Pbysicalty and Morally.

T is well to be instructed in GOD'S own use of words. Bible
study should be spiritual, but not, on this account, or on any
account, careless or inexact. Surely we realize the privilege of being
thoughtful, that we may ponder, more deeply, the deep, solemn and
practical messages of the Truth of GOD. The English word rend-
ered “ flesh " in all passages of the later Scriptures, except Rom:14.
21 and 1 Cor: 8. 13, is vap{ (sarx). It is said to occur 151 times, and
regularly translated flesh (or, carnal,-ly). From it are derived the
adjectives oapxvos, oapxikes (“carnal” " fleshly” and “fleshy").
Sometimes the word is employed of the untainted and spotless flesh
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of the LORD JESUS (John 1. 14, 8. 51-56, Acts 2. 26. 31, Rom: 1. 3,
Eph: 2. 15, Col: 1.22, Heb: 5.7, 10.20, 1 Pet: 4.1, 1 John 4. 2, 3,
2 John 7), but there is a definite stress that HE was only in the like-
ness of sinful flesh (Rem. 8. 3). Such an expression, however,
implies that all apart from Him have sinful ilesh, and it is import-
ant to see the way in which iniquity is manifested through the
physical frame, that we may be on our guard, and realize, in answer
to prayer, the resiraining, mortifying, and -enabling power of the
HOLY SPIRIT, in the lives and experiences of those who, having been
quickened by Him, are *in CHRIST JESUS,"

The soul is in the blood (Lev, 17. 11) : hence Matt: 16. 17 (the
first occurrence of the word) contains a description of a natural man
similar to that of Matt: 10. 28, The blood of a sinner is tainted :
we know how easily it corrupts, even in its ' physical ” appearance.
Mark the emphasis on fermented blood in Isa: 63. 1. Leaving, for
the present, expressions like all flesh,” “one flesh” we weculd
notice that in connexion with believers there is instruction as to the
weakness, or strengthlessness of the flesh (Matt. 26. 41, Rom. 6. 19
note 8. 3), and as to its incapacity for good (Rom. 7. 18, 25). But
children of GOD are said to be no longer in the flesh (Rom, 8. 19),
nor are they according to the flesh (Rom. 8. 4, 5, 12, 13, ¢f. 2 Cor:
10. 2, 3, 11, 18), nor debtors to the flesh (Rom. 8. 12). In the
light of these passages, we can understand the explicit declaration
against any flesh being justified (Rom. 3. 20, Gal. 2. 16), and against
the flesh glorying (1 Cor. 1. 29}. But we must not become onesided.
There is a life which we now live in the flesh—physically—and
still the old nature remains, though it is not to reign (Gal. 2. 20).

Moreover, our members are to be presented as weapons of right-
eousness (Rom. 6, 13) and His sfrength is thus to be manifested :
v;rle are not to be occupied with our weakness, or excuse any evil at
all.

In John 1. 13 we are told of the will of the flesh, this cannot be
well pleasing to GOD, and, indeed, nothing of the flesh can rise
above its own level (John 3. 6). In Eph: 2. 3 we read of the lusts
or desires, of the flesh (cf. 2 Pet: 2. 18, 1 John 2. 16) and also of
the wills of the flesh (marg:}, nor would we overlook Rom: 8. 7
" the minding of the flesh ” (marg:). In other words, the flesh is not
merely viewed in a material sense, it includes what we inherit moral-
ly from Adam (Heb. 12. 9).* Hence GOD appointed a type for
Israel, dealing with the flesh (Eph. 2. 11, ¢f. Heb. 9. 10), but morli-
fication without crucifixion, even as sacrifices without the basis of
moral perfection, must ever fall short. Hence the parallel suited to
to the present dispensation, and its unveiling of free grace, symbolic-
ally buries ALL the flesh (baptism)., In its moral sense we have
put aside the flesh, and the natural deeds of the body we mortify
(Rom. 8. 13, ¢f. Col. 3. 5), and the physical frame viewed as associ-

* Tt is remarkable how often the word * flesh™ is employed in connexion with
leprosy (Lev: I3).
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ated with them, and refractory, must be led in slavery (1 Cor. 9. 27),
but, anticipating resurrection, we may also use it in accord with
Rom: 12.1. Here we have two aspects of truth—the body is re-
garded as apparatus naturally switched on to the old man: ocur
warfare mortifies and cripples this union, and we seek to please
GOD by a new connexion, seek to present everything for His gracious
use of our members, in a way that is holy and acceptable. Nothing
short of perfection must be allowed, but nothing more than imper-
fection must be professed. We acknowledge the union of sin and
flesh exists (cf, Rom. 7. 24), but we do nof acknowledge it: the
word “recoguize’” has two meanings (cf. Rom. 7. 15%): it is oae
thing to recognize, with confession of sin, a sad fact, and another to
afford it recognition. NO provision should be made for the flesh
(Rom. 13. 14). (T'o be continued, if the LORD will),

“gease ve Trom INan ”’ Isa. 2. 22.
“The £ord Civeth”” Ps. 18. 36.

IT is important to realize what a marvellous encouragement GOD'S

people have in a ruined world. They cannot look to.man for
anything : but they can look to the LORD for everything. He= has
never proved untrue to His people, though they have often been
“untrue,” as it were, to Him. Human methods and plans fail as to
salvation and blessing, but, if we in all our ways acknowledge the
LORD, He will direct our paths, and it is our privilege, if we are His
blood-bought people, to trust in Him at all times., We must not
attempt to combine faith and self's scheming. ‘' Trust in the LORD
with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding.”
If there be some dependence on the flesh, our gracious GOD may
cut away this prop, and lead us to rest on Him alone, by painful ex-
periences ; yet amid all, He is gracious. ' My soul, wait thou ONLY
upon GOD, for my expectation is from Him."

&. r—up—g——

“IT thou Knewest The Gift of 60d.”
John 4, 10.

HE woman of Samaria was surprised by all the words of the
LORD JESUS. She thought she “knew” (verse 25) but she
KNEW NOT, till grace opened her eyes to see the glory of CHRIST.
And how is it with you? Are you, as that poor, sinful woman,
occupied with the things of earth, and unmindful of your soul's
need ? Are you thinking of earthly food and clothes and money,
and careless as to eternity, careless as to the way of life 7 If you
only knew the Gift of GOD, you would not be content to remain

one day without Him !

* 4i8a, contrasted, objective knowledge in 18,

e
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The Inscription on the Cross.

THE wondrous death of the LORD JESUS is the ground of ALL

acceptance with GOD. Happy are those who rejoice, by grace,
in the preciocus blood which He poured out, May some who read
these lines, and who rather trust to their religion or their activity be
brought in mercy to know FREE mercy, and to value the Scripture
not as a mere treatise but a FATHER'S instruction, and soul-food,
ever needed in the daily pilgrim life.

There are difficulties in the words which the HOLY SPIRIT teacheth.
Bat our acknowledgment of truth is not limited by our understand-
ing. GOD has cften proved His perfectness, and shown our imper-
fectness, and we confess HIS wisdom, and our ignorance whenever
we are at a loss to explain. Not neglecting definite study, we re-
member John 7. 17. " The meek will He guide in judgment.”
Walking with GOD includes a commentary beyond classical know-
ledge. Approach the Book, dear fellow-believer, in fellowship with
its AUTHOR. Take, by grace, His standpoint, and delight in His will,

Problems are not only helps to humility, they often show hidden
beauties, and we worship. Let it be remembered, moreover, that
a possible interpretation destroys an objection, and two possible
meanings may be meant to help the believing heart, though it may
seem, at present, hard to say which is primary.

Many errors are the result of carelessness, which is, in such a
connexion, dishonest. Let it be noticed, for example, that the pur-
chase in 1 Chron: 21. 25 is of the " place " on which the temple was
erected, but that of 2 Sam: 24. 24 of " the threshing floor and the
oxen,” and every problem will be removed, May it not be the same
as to the four precious records of the words put on the cross?
Surely we praise GOD for all the four gospels, and, having learnt
that addition is nof contradiction, we are accustomed to find spirit-
ual blessing in comparative study, for which we would glorify GOD.

Shall we notice the HOLY SPIRIT'S language :(—

They “‘set up over His head His accusation written, This is
JESUS the KING of the Jews” (Matt. 27. 37).

" And the superscription of His accusation was writlen over,
The KING of the Jews ' (Mark 15. 26).

" And a superscription also was written over Him, This is the
KING of the Jews" (Luke 23. 38).

" And Pilate wrote a #ifle, and put it on the cross . ... JESUS of
Nazareth, the KING of the Jews"” (John 19. 19).

First, observe that EACH gospel emphasizes the SAME words “the
KING of the Jews,"” and thus brings before us the gospel of the
Kingdom, and ibe striking message of John 18. 36. At this the
soldiers mocked (Luke 23. 37). At this the chief priests were an-
noyed, and wanted ** He said " to be added, and "' the ™ to be left out
(John 19. 21). GOD overruled the vacillating Pilale, even as the
wicked Caiaphas {(John 1 1. 49-52) and the solemn words, meant in
a wondrous way by GOD, were mntouched. The King of the Jews
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was rejected, but He shall yet have His Kingdom (Isa. 24. 23, Luke
1.32).

It is clear, secondly, that John alone uses the Latin word " title,”
evidently the official term. Pilate, the Roman governor, we are told,
wrote this. Hence we have here the full description ' JESUS the
Nazarene."” * He is despised and rejected of men,”’—" Can there
any gocd thing come out of Nazareth ? " Wondrously the LORD of
glory humbled Himself, and was brought up there. Malthew and
Mark emphasize the  charge,” they do not claim to set forth the
complete statement. Surely it must be acknowledged that they do
give what they profess to give. The " accusation” or " cause " why
Pilate delivered Him up is clearly indicated by both, as John 19.12
makes ciear. And Luke simply says "' a writing over"" inscription’’;
not professing to record the whole. Thus there is no contradiction.
The only difficulty may be '’ This is."” Possibly such words were
usually prefixed, and heace are not counted part of the “title,” or
they may have been put in front of the words which Pilate himself
wrote. Either thought would suit the Divine record, and in any
case, we have almost a mockery of ""This one” (cf. John 9. 29), Who
is described in 1 John 3. 5 as “ That one,” the Contrasted and Per-
fect One, in Whom His people find a resting place, and on Whose
finished work they rest.

Thus we see the HOLY SPIRIT'S emphasis on truth, and encour-
agement to deeper and fuller study. The stress on accusation is
remarkable in Matthew, the gospel which records CHRIST'S birth as
King (2. 2). And the twofold reference to a “saperscription”
would suggest He had no other crown, except the crown of thorns,
before men. But we would remember Heb: 2. 9, and the glorious
view of our glorious SAVIOUR in Rev: 19. Oh to love HIM more,
and to delight in all that He has accomplished for His own !

— el

O What is £eavencd Bread a Picture?

scriptural INeditations Tor Believers who would Obey.

THERE is clear Scriptural evidence that leaven is invariably a type

of sin (see e.g. Ex: 12.15, 13.3,7, 23.18, Lev: 2. 11, Matt:
13.33," 16.6, 11, 12,1 Cor: 5. 6-8, Gal: 5. 9). Nor can there be
any real objection to the precious thought that unleavened bread,
picturing holiness, was not only used at Passover time, but in the
LORD'S Supper, symbolic of Him Who was the Sinless Oned “Fer-
mented wine implies the ungodly (" dyed" is " leavened,” or " fer-

* The woman and ephah (3 measures), as in Zech: 5. Mark the corm;_»‘linn of
gound doctrine in Christendom, the professing * kingdom of the heavens ™ (Matt:
25. 1 shows that the kingdom is not necessarily viewed as real saints only, and
we note description by profession in Luke 15. 7). .

1 “This do " is definite. Literature on this sub]g:ct \.wll_be gladly sent to any
enquiring believers, who want to follow their Lorv's will simaly and cheerfully.
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mented " in Isa: 63. 1), And what is GOD'S teaching through
leavened bread ? May our hearts be open to His instruction,

I have heard the suggestion that the ungodly are symbolized, but
I do not know Scriptfure for this. There is a plain difference be-
tween a fermented liquor, and the leavened bread, in which the
leaven has been made to cease working, by fire, so that the effect of
partaking is very different. We have striking words of the HOLY
SPIRIT as to wine being a mocker, but nothing comparable as to
leavened bread.

To me it seems that Lev: 23. 17 gives a Divinely appointed key,
Here we have the Pentecost firstfruits, accepted with the sacrifice.
" Two” is a number of fellowship and witness : the LORD sent the
disciples forth by " twos.” When the Day of Pentecost was fully
come, in Acts 2, the HOLY SPIRIT descended as fire {contrast the
likeness to a dove on CHRIST, the Sinless One) dealing with and
equipping GOD’'S dear people. Bezlievers Aave the flesh in them,
and in their flesh dwelleth no good thing, but they should walk in
the SPIRIT and not in the flesh, for to the flesh they owe nothing
(Rom. 8. 12, see the whole chapter, also 7, 12-25 and Gal: 5). Is
there anything against this interpretation ? I think not. Lev; 2.
11, 12 would confirm it. CHRIST alone was on the altar in His per-
fect service. Mark in Lev: 7. 13 leaveued bread connected with
the peace-offering (affer verse 12). And believers can now enjoy
friendship with GOD because of CHRIST (1 John 1. 7) and He de-
lights in them. Viewed in Him. as one company, they are  all fair,
there is no spot,” but in their fellowship and service, though they
want to please GOD, they cannot claim perfection. But the enjoy-
ment is as sin is kept under. We are changed from what we once
were. The leaven is nof working as of old, and sin must not have
dominion over us, else we "take.” if only for a few moments, the place
of ungodly ones. Thus He, Whose Name we bear, is seen as the
One Contrasted with His people, in the unleavened bread, and as the
One Contrasted with the ungodly, in the fruit of the vine. Thus He
is twice exalted, and all theories which suggest believers are viewed
in symbol, on the Table of the LORD, miss precious teaching, though
there is the glorious fact that we are made the righteousness of GOD
in Him, and this oneness and perfectness are portrayed when we
have partaken of this one loaf {1 Cor. 10. 17). But at the LORD'S
Supper we FIRST behold a beautiful setting forth of CHRIST for His
people and His perfect work alone! We have, by grace, the fine flour
of sound doctrine, though our perception and illustration of it are
marred by the flesh, and its old-time power, with solemn results.
Yet would we never excuse one sin, but long, in the HOLY SPIRIT,
for the day when we shall be perfected, and with our loving LORD
for ever.

They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion. This im-
plies fixity, a place of security, a position of fellowship with GOD, a
royal prospect, a dwelling place for Him Who is the True David.

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 7‘1
Thoughts on The First Day of the Week.

1. Remarkably in the background, so far as the name goes, in
the earlier Scriptures and the gospels (before CHRIST'S death) yet
the dav is emphasized in wondrous events and types—Gen: 1.5,
Ex: 16,* Lev: 23. 11, 16f. This is the more noteworthy because
we have a verbal stress on the first of the MONTH or YEAR, in ac-
cord with Israel's EARTHLY calling. Surely the HOLY SPIRIT sug-
gests that in accord with the purpose of GOD this day would come
into prominence, and it has. :

2. The earliest mention in the ' New Testament ' is with resvect
to the resurrection, and in each gospel—see Matt 28. 1, Mark 16. 2,
Luke 24. 1, John 20. 1, 19. Note also Acts 20. 7, 1 Cor: 16. 2.

3. We have no Scripture evidence for sabbath to be kept after
Luke 23. 56 #ill the present dispensation closes, but a direct witness
otherwise. To limit Col: 2. 16 to feast-sabbaths is {o deny the
parallel with 2 Cbron: 2. 4, to make tautology with "“an holy day,”
and to add, though unintentionally, to the words of GOD.

3. The aposties are NOT seen observing sabbath in the Acts, the
references thereto are with respect to witness for GOD among those
outside, because of opportunity then afforded, not with respect to
believers’ gatherings. In Acts 20, 6, 7 the " sabbath ” is strikingly
passed by.

4. The language of Acts 20 assumes that the breaking of bread,
which we know was frequently (1 Cor. 11. 26), but contrasted with
“ daily ” in Acts 2. 46, was on this day, and apparenily Paul waited
for it and left the very next morning.

5. 1 Cor: 16. 2 separates the first day from ordinary working
days, and it is remarkable that the present age began, as to both the
resurrection and the descent of the HOLY SPIRIT, with the FIRST
day of the week, and on EACH occasion the saints were together_for
fellowship. Nor have we any record of the LORD'S resurrection-
presence with His gathered people in a house except on this prophe-
sied day (Ps. 118. 24).§

6. The term * the LORD'S Day" does not occur till later, and
only once (Rev. 1, 10}, the adjective there being only found else-
where in 1 Cor: 11,20, and as we behold in the passage the in-
terest of GOD'S isolated servant, amid nigh{ symbols, with His
gathered people, may it not be suggested that the very presence
which we have noticed above (No:5) was granted to Him when

* The manna fell six dasys before the sabbath (22, 23) hence began the first
day, and the month-date of Ex: 16. 1 leads us to infer that Israel came up out of
Jordan (type of Resurrection), and probably also experienced the solemn events
of Ex: 32 on the same day. . .

t The attempt to make Pentecost on any day of the week, counting the “mor-
row " from first day of Passover, ignores the fact that Seripture does not use the
term “ sabbath " for that day of the feast in Lev: 23, and that Scripture naver
states the month-day of Pentecost A8 of other feasts. Lo

& He was not limited, He is not limited, but the record is limited for the pur-

pose of instruction.
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others were breaking bread, and that the language was a suitable,
and beautiful, inference from the keeping of the LORD'S Supper on
that day. (Mark allusions to food in Rev: 2, 3).

7. Is pot the day called the "first” {or *day one") with respect
to resurrection, and as the deginning of a new week of service, and
“the LORD'S Day’ to emphasize His authority, and in anticipation
of the Day of the LORD? The two names are thus refrospective
and prospective, as to the work of CHRIST. The trumpet of Rev:1,
10 reminds of 1 Thess: 4. 16. The emphasis on CHRIST'S resur-
rection is, however, also prominent in Rev: 1, and corroborates note
6 (verse 18). The definite omission of the sabbath in Revelation,
though there is much symbolism which may seem “ Jewish,” is im-
portant negatively,

8. Should we not, with love to the LORD, if His blood-bought
people, avoid, as far as possible, the use of other names, which,
though perhaps sometimes permissible, as the name of an idol in
Acts 28. 11, when dealing with the unsaved, or in recording general
events, put in the background His own language ? Isnot" Sunday”
a heathenish title, and reminiscent of the way in which Constantine
caused Genfiles to steal a possession of believers on resurrection
ground ? Is not “sabbath™ an uadispensational term, implying a
change of sabbath, and overlooking past and future sabbaths of
Divine appointment, whenever GOD is in relation to an earthly
people as such, with an earthiy land and hope ?

9. Oh that we may not only talk rightly in this matfer, and have
a clear mental perception of truth, but in the power of the HOLY
SPIRIT, enter into the meaning of spiritual worship, and live in ac-
cord with this precious symbolism, and use all the days of the week
as opportunities for service (even amid * ordinary duties ") because
we are on resurrection ground, in CHRIST JESUS,—no longer "under
law" but, nevertheless,” UNDER grace"*and mindful of John14. 15.

“ We will Remember the Rame of the £ord.”
HOW precious it is to be able to remember that Name. We must

know it first. And the people that do know His Name wilj
put their trast in Him, even trust in Him at all times, that He may
be exalted in their faith, their quietness, and their confidence. GOD
has not failed yet. He will not fail, He cannot fail. We will re-
member His mighty works, we will remember His love, we will
rejoice in His abiding and unchanging power and interest.

————

The difficultes of unbelief are indeed greater than the difficulties
of faith, yet the natural mind chooses the former, and yet denies
their existence ! So vain and unwise is the human heart.

* The law said, * This do and thou shalt live™: the principle of grace is, * Live,
and thou shal. do this.”
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* One thing have [ desired of the LORD, that will [ seek after ; that

{ may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to be-

hold the beauty of the LO§D, and to enquire in His temple.”
s: 27. 4.

Ny WW%

A Word of Introduction.

HE Words of Truth do nof change with years. They do not
become out of date. MMan may correct his science, and his
arrangements, or, at least, may profess so {o do. Buf none can
correct that which is already perfect—the testimony of GOD. It
is vain to criticize that which rightly criticizes (Heb. 4. 12).
Our desire is, in these pages, fo set forth all the counsel of GOD,
and to encourage His blood-bought people in the path of His will,
that they may glorify Him, by the power of the HOLY SPIRIT,
in the midst of a crooked generation, among whom they are bid-
den to shine as lights in the world (Phil. 2. 15). Holding fast
the faithful Word (Tit. 1. 9), we would be holding it forth as the
Word of LIFE (Phil. 2.16), praying that GOD may use His gospel,
through His people, to the salvation of some who are af present
“dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2. 1).

——tr

The Flesh— Pbysically and Moraliy.
(Continued.)

The language of 2 Cor: 4. 11 is helpful. OQur mortal {lesh is to
witness for our LORD, but our moral flesh is incurable (Rom.7. 18).
Any who twist this to excuse sin have no idea of the holy horror
which that chapter indicates. If they conceive that a believer can-
not utter such words they assume that they never fall short, and,
alas, have not had a view of themselves in the light of GOD'S holi-
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ness. Isaiah said “ Woe is me” when he saw the KING. Job was
similarly humbled. Why should we be proud? The disciples’
prayer unplxes we always need to realize onr sins, and it is wntten

"if we walk in the light . . the blood . . cleansETH.” The “fellow-
ship” there mentioned could not continne otherwise, for GOD is so
“glorious in holiness.” It is solemn to think that all the time we thus
walk the cleansing work must go on. ''Where is boasting then ?
1t is excluded.”

Satan's work with regard to the flesh is very remarkable. That
wicked one cannot touch us, hence he seeks to work on that whichis
linked with us (1 John 5. 18)™ but which we deny, or which, as our
earthly house of this tabernacle, can be used morally, though in it-
self physical. This appears to explain Satan’s vain attempt {o en-
trap the LLORD OF GLORY through hunger of the body. DBut he
found nothing in CHRIST (John 14. 30). In us there is some hing
nof of GOD, and he aims at employing this. But if the new life be
uppermost, there is a non-conductive power between the flesh and
his actions. Hence he desires, in such a case, to pain the body.
Does not this paritly explain the thorn in the flesh of 2 Cor: 12. 7
and Gal: 4. 13, 14 ? Moreover, we recollect the life of Job. The
flesh must not be allowed a vantage ground, or base of operations
(Gal. 5. 13). If the physical frame is pampered, it will be associ-
ated with the old nature. We must not sow to the flesh in this
sense (Gal. B. 8). May Iillustrate this thought ? We all feel weary.
The LORD JESUS Himself slept. There is no sin in bodily rest, but
often Satan acts on the physical frame to cause weariness at the
wrong time, as of the disciples in Gethsemane. Our physical flesh
is itself strengthless to resist him, but becomes a pliant tool, and, un-
iess we are on our guard, and victorious in the power of the HOLY
SPIRIT, there will be a definite moral failure, throngh Satan’s activity
directly on that which is physical. The new creation never fails,
but it is a natuare, not a person, and unless WE, as redeemed persons,
identify ourselves therewith, failure must result, nor can we blame
the new man created in true holiness, but, as Rom: 7 shows, must
blame ourselves, even for the slightest response to evil, which is a
captivity to one who has tasted that the LORD is gracious.

Hence temptations, of various kinds, reach us through the physi-
cal flesh, and every form of indulgence is dangerous (Col. 2. 23).
Even “slight” idleness is Satan’s opportunity. As the body is dead
because of sin, and our glorious body is fufure, the use of the
physical body to please GOD is a precious victory. The word
* flesh,” (as "desire” in" Thou shalt not desire'"), usually means that

* The thought is before me that whatever belongs to Christ, and, is in some
way claimed by Him, is beyond the devil's sphere. When the body is put
in the ground is it not as the “seed” (1 Cor: 15), and hence is there not
something he can touch? That which he can damage, he will sorrupl. For
this purpgse, perhaps, he sought the body of Moses.
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which is evil, but let it be repeated, we are not ¢n the flesh, hence
our life is to be “abnormal,” and the desires of Gal: 5. 17, having
been crucified, are to be continually mortified. We should hate
even the garment spotted by the flesh (Jude 23). These suggestions
may be owned of GOD to help writer and reader in needed holy
warfare. We do not expect the moral fiesh to bzcome godly: we
do not educate or improve it. Bal we do wish to sabiue evil.
Warfare—untiring warfare—in the enabling of the HOLY SPIRIT, is
the only appointed attitude, till the body of our humiliation be no
longer manifested (Phil. 3. 20, 21).

———— e r—

* A Bundie of Sticks.”

SCRIPTURE is not a barren, legal treatise, Written by inspiration

of GOD, it deals with ALL our circumstances, and illustrates its
own words, “in EVERYTHING by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests bz made known unto Gop " (Phil.4.
6). NOTHING is too small for prayer. We can eat and drink TO
the glory of GOD. This aspect of life drives away the thought of
mere drudgery, and encourages a praiseful contentedness, that GOD
may be well pleased. We would not enlt pubhmtv in service : the
great thought of a believer should be, ** Waat is the wnll of GOoD ?—
I want to walk with Him, and to have my LORD'S ‘well done’ in
that Day, whatever others may purpose.” There is something
wrong if we take a different attitude, and fail to see spirituality in
such words as, “ The cloke that I left at Troas . . bring with thee.,”
or “withal prepare me also a lodging " or “ great tishes, an hundred
and fifty and three,” or in the sacrificial details of the earlier Scrip-
tures. Condition of heart has a deeply importart bearing on Bible
study, and Bible study is a helpful thermometer. Oh for more fer-
vency of godly delight in all that GOD has recorded. The HOLY
SPIRIT never leads to anything else.

May I suggest that the simple words of Acts 28 emphasize the
testimony of Proverbs against laziness, the more so as the term used
implies “'dry sticks,” although there was “rain.” We must search and
work hard if we would please the LORD. And this thought is em-
phasized because Paul was comparatively aged, and had just passed
through much strain, yet he made no excuse. The untiring energy
which was seen in ministry, amid varied perils, is here equally shown.
But much more is wrapt up in the precious testimony. We see a
love and thoughtfulness for OTHERS : the LORD JESUS is the True
Example of ALL selflessness, but may we not expect much unselfish-
ness and self-forgetfulnessin His people ? Not only so, we rejoice in
the witness against pride. The gathering of STICKS might appear to
some very small, but Paul did not despise humble service. Little
things are a test for enthusiasm, and for real obedience to the will of
GoOD. The context brings before us that the path of earnestness is
often a path of danger, and, nevertheless, that GOD wondrously pro-
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tects therein. Satan left out, from Ps: 91. 11,“ in all Thy ways.”

The subsequent miracles of Acts 28 stand out. The LORD COULD
have brought the wood, but He did not work an unnecessary miracle,
Sco He will use us to remove the stone, as it were, and to loose
the grave clothes, though only He Himself can raise Lazarus. Itis
well to ask ourselves if we are willing for His will, or if we want to
choose for ourselves. There are striking contrasts with this event.
In Num: 15. 32-36 we find one gathering sticks against the law of
GOD, and he is stoned. In 1 Kings 17. 10, 12 we see a poor widow
despondently taking two sticks, and the LORD, Who on another
occasion was pleased to notice the widow's two mites, wrought a
wondrous miracle. In this connexion it may be well to notice the
gathering of 2 Kings 4. 38-41, and the work of power Divinely
granted. But how sad to see Peter * in the midst” of those who re-
jected his LORD, sitting down, and there warming himself at the fire
they had kindled (Luke 22, 54, 55}, There is grave danger when
we warm OURSELVES, and please OURSELVES (Mark 14. 67): the
will of GOD is devotedness to Himself—that we may please Him
(2 Tim. 2. 4), and thus shall we be true blessings to others, in the
power of the HOLY SPIRIT. May He grant a spiritual application of
the graciounsly recorded history of Acts 28,

“ £¢1 Rot Sin Therefore Reign.”” Rom. 6. 12.

“SIN hath reigned ” (Rom. 5. 21), but if we are in CHRIST JESUS

we are a NEW creation (2 Cor. 5. 17) and there should be a
new mode of living, as to all things, even common things may be-
come spiritual. ‘The believer is emancipated from the slavery of sin
as well as from its eternal judgment. The grace of GOD transforms
the life that now is, as well as that which is to come. Sin is in the
believer as a judged principle : he has crucified the flesh, and should
be ever mortifying it. There was a wondrous confession of CHRIST
and burial of the flesh symbolically when we were baptized (Rom.6.4).
So to go back to the other side of such an act of faith is surely unthink-
able. By the grace of GOD, we have been brought into relationship
with the LORD JESUS, and the HOLY SPIRIT indwells, as the SPIRIT
of sonship, teaching, moreover, the way into all truth. Oh that our
hearts may rejoice in this, and that there may be victory day by
day, not via law, but graciously led by the SPIRIT. To enfhrone
that which has been condemned would be more than out of place.
This verse implies the reverse of eradication now, but it also sets
forth a fuller view of holiness than those who teach '’ eradication ™
believe. Godly conflict and godly triumph should characterize a
child of GoD.

When_the way was closed as to Asia and Bithynia, it was opened to
Macedonia : the closed prison door opened to the jailer's heart and house.
Mark also stress on opening in Acts 16. 14.
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“ A Sin unto Death” 1 Jobn 3. 16.

ALL sin is spiritually unto death (Rom. 6. 23, Jas. 1. 15). There
is no thought here of excusing some acts of disobedience. GOD’S
law has nothing less than a death sentence, for nothing is trivial
which sets aside His authority. This" supreme’ grandeur becomes
ruinous if any sinner, if any creature, takes it upon himself, Hence
the failure of MAN often becomes more manifest when MAN has
more power. That which belongs to GOD is improperly displayed
by man.

The preceding paragraph will suggest that ** death "’ in an absolute,
legal sense is nof primarily meant. Hence the thought—" Is physical
death, one of its manifestations or symbols, here signified ?"' 1 Cor:
5.5, 11. 30 may imply the answer " Yes.” Jas: 5. 14, 15 would
suggest the power of prayer in hindering such a case.

What then does the HOLY SPIRIT mean by the last sentence of
1 John 5.16? The word "“ask' is quite distinct from the term
just used for prayer (14,15}, and denotes a ' request " or “question.”*
The aspect seems to be—''not concerning fhaf do I say that he
might question,” or almost be * inquisitive.”” That is, the apostle did
not speak that unappointed scruples might hinder prayer—'‘Can I
pray for this one ?"—and so forth. T4l the LORD forbids, as with
Jeremiah, let us go on praying, with the general proviso of Jas: 4. 15
heartily realized, but with godly fear of all “ judgment” as to how
far a brother has sinned. Leave that with GOD.

il v

The Pharisee and the Publican.

THE TL.ORD JESUS often spoke of both and to both, and the HOLY

SPIRIT explains that the parable of Luke 18.9-14 was addressed
to " certain which (a) trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and (b) despised others.” Hereisa #wofold description, the first part
rightly, but sadly, first, and the second part an effect, while the
OMISSION of any right reiation to GOD is very solemn !

We must not view the Pharisees as being openly mere hypocrites.
The disciples long retained a respect for such (Matt. 15, 12). Nor
were the taxgatherers near to the LORD, spiritually, because outside
of mere ritualism. There was no virtue in being a publican. Not
by any means were all of this class repentant. But the LORD'S
grace is seen in reaching and raising the unlikely, and He is glorified,
and we would glorify Him for this. None can stay His hand. By
grace have we too been saved.

The Pharisee as Cain, was first in his religiousness, but his prayer
was to “himself,” and without any deep sense of sin as sin. (Only
One could pray from the standpoint of perfectness). This self-right-
eousness brings before us the awful condition of man, for nothing

¢ Never used for the prayers of Ged's children unto Him, but used for the
prayers of Christ.
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seems more heart-rending than to praise oneself before GOD. Yes,
“self " was, and is,"'self's” boast and centre, albeit GOD was verbally
acknowledged. It is beautiful to give thanks in reality, but to exalt
the creature under the pretence of praise to the CREATOR makes
giving thanks worse than even its absence. We should rejoice in
what the LORD has done for us, in marking us off from a ruined
world, but we must be careful how we spezak even in this connexion,
for sin is more subtle than we think.

Mark in the Pharisee's prayer the entire omission of heart-sorrow,
The LORD JESUS appointed confession in the prayer for disciples,
as if this should never be left out. Perfectionism, except in Him
and then it is no more “ism,” is thus laid utterly low. "If we con-
fess " is wondrously suggestive in the context of 1 John 1. Mark,
moreover, the absence of intercession for others, and of request for
himself. No need of any kind was felt. The ending is sudden, and
peculiarly out of place, * All things, as many as I possess.” We
think of Lacdicea in Rev: 3. We tremble, further, lest our giving
and giving up should at any time become formal or self-pleasing,
though the remedy is NOT tbe setting aside of giving. We should
not choose a certain evil to avoid a possible one, but seek grace for
a twofold victory, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT.

The taxgatherer, in attitude and words alike, was quife contrasted.
He began with the same address to GOD, but his shorter prayer
(6 words)

{a) recognized sin, deserving just wrath.

(b) expressed need,

(c) acknowledged GOD'S mercy and His atonement alone,
(d) put away all thoughts as to the evil of others,

(e) refused all self-defence.

A depth, a sincerity and a personal note are found in the earnest
pleading. And he went home declared righteous. Here we have
the way of salvation set forth during the LIFE of the LORD JESUS,
but with a prophetic reference to His DEATH, and an illustration of
Rom: 5. 9. Further, there is the suggestion that only as, by grace,
we feel our natural nothingness, and rest on CHRIST, can we enjoy
* the righteousness of GOD.” The principles of verse 14 are still,
and universally, applicable. Let us humble ourselves, and we shall
realize GOD'S exalting now, and “in THAT Day:” for " whom He
JUSTIFIED them He also GLORIFIED,” and the more shall we be
honoured in due time, when He will reward all spiritual faithfulness,
There is much food for thought in this passage, that we may know
more what prayer still pleases GOD, and that we may not have
wrong thoughts of others when we approach Him. 'If I regard
iniquity in my heart, the LORD will not hear me " (Ps: 65. 18).

————

“ This is bis Rame, whereby Be shall be callkd, The
£ord our Righteousness.” Jer. 23. 6.
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A Finished Salvation.
John 19, 30, Phil: 1. 6.

GOD has graciously finished a work FOR us, and He will not {ail

to finish a work IN us. There is no uncertainty in the grace of
GOD. Cf. Mal: 3. 6, with Him is no variableness, no shadow of
turning,. We are deeply thankful to Him for His rich love. We
“* might ’ have been left to inaugurate the work, or to ccmplete it.
THEN we should have been as hopeless as if NOTHING had been
done for us. The sinner can never pay the first farthing nor the
last. But grace has overflowed, and grace is reigning through
righteousness, GOD maketh His love stand (Rom. 5. 8 lit:), yet, by
the gloricus gospel, law sfands {Rem. 3. 31), All its demands are
fully met, and we are fully accepted in the SON of GOD’'S love.
There is no " if” in GOD'S provision. Our responsibilities come in
AFTER, and they are real, and will truly affect our enjoyment of
salvation now, and cur position as to the Kingdom, but those who
are chosen in CHRIST depend wholly and solely en Him for the gift
of eternal life, ‘* Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within
me, bless His Holy Name."

—_————————

Who art thou, that thou shouldest be alraid of a man
that shalt die?””  Isa: 51.12.

lT is solemn to realize how little we believe that GOD All-sufficient is

our Shield and our Exceeding Great Reward. If we look at men,
and at circumstances, we shall soon say,”We are not able” (Num:
13. 31), but if we trust in GOD, our attitude will be that of Caleb
"We are well able” (Num. 13. 30). “ We are not sufficient of our-
selves to think anything as of ourselves,” without CHRIST we can do
nothing (John 15.5). But we can do all things throngh CHRIST
Who strengtheneth us (Phil. 4. 13). So that we may boldly say,
The LORD is my Helper. " Our suificiency is of GOD.” Thus,
“through GOD we shall do valiantly.” TUnbelief makes many pro-
blems, and takes many unnecessary burdens. Man shall die, but
GOD shall live, and He will not forsake the work of His cwn hands.
If, like Peter, we look at the waves, we shall begin to sink (Matt.14.
30). But let us be "' looking off unto JESUS, the Author and Finisher
of the faith ” (Heb. 12. 2}, conscious that His grace is sufficient for
us, His strength made perfect in weakness. It is blessed to be de-
livered from doom, but our Heavenly FATHER emphasizes deliver-
ance from fears (Ps. 34. 4), that we may be quiet from fear of evil
(Prov: 1. 33) and have, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT, the
peace which passeth all understanding (Phil. 4. 7). Oh, that this may
be our joy.

Y Tpust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding.” Prox: 3. 5.

e



Hymns for Believers.

Tt is by grace alone

That we are saved for aye,

Seif has no right nor throne,

1ts boasts are done away,

We glorify our gloricus God,

And sing as those redeemed by blood.

We should have been destroyed,
But God in mercy blessed,
Salvation is enjoyed,

We ara of all possessed,

Eternal life, and grace, and heaven,
Are freely to Iis people given,

Hence for our Saviour's death,

Qur hearts would ever praise,

Qur God still gives us breath,

That each the voice may raise :—

Exceeding gratitude should sound,

Since changeless grace shall still
abound.

In all the work of God

Our grateful hearts would rest,

As those brought nigh by blood,
For ever saved and blessed,

Now, in the Spirit, would we praise,
For all God /8, and all His ways.

Soon will our Lord return,

And we shall see His face,

His wisdom more discern,
Through everlasting grace:—
A gathered people evermore
To serve and honcur and adore.

We have a wondrous Saviour,
Who in our place hath died,
How gracious was His favour
For those who Him defied,
We turned away and hated,
We did not want His love,
Yet are to Him related
Since quickened from above.

We tell His goodnass gladly,
Proclaim His precious biocd,
And own our trsspass sadly,
Qur sinfulness t'ward God.
If grace had been our choosing,
We never grace had known,
But grace refused refusing,
His sovereign grace we own.

How thankfully observant
We of His will should be,
And in His work most fervent,
From wrath for aye set free:
Qur heart’s devotion ever
Should be unto our Lord,
Since nought from Him shall sever,
Nought change His changeless
Word.

It is a wondrous thing that Christ
should die,

But, wondrous fact,in Him"™ we are
made nigh,

Qur sins are put away, and we can rest

In love for ever, now for ever blessed.

Before the world was framed God
chose to save,

He will not fail, nor His own purpose
waive :

The Book of Life can ne'er unwritten

e,
Love from of old will love for ever be,

For sinners Christ hath died, He knew
their sin
But He yvill end that which He would

begin,
He loved uato the dsath, our doomto

bear,
Such love forbids our doubt and our
despair.

We praise His Name, and trust with
faith serene,

Nor would we have a veil of fear be-
tween,

Ve know that Christ is ours, and ours
for aye,

Possessed by One Who will not send
away.

FEternal is the love of God,

And precious is the Saviour’s blood ;

Redeemed by Him, our lives would
ghow

That in His way and will we go.

We would not choose a path of case,
We only want our Lord to please:
Suificient is His strength each day,
That we may walk the narrow way.

We would not seek to grieve our Lord,
We fear whatever leaves His Word,
We want by grace to own His right,
And in His purpose to delight.

It is our joy to bring Him praise,
To henour Him and keep His ways,
It is our joy to look above,

And know He holds us in His love.

The darkest prospect brightens thus,
The Lord has plans of grace for us,
He will not change, He will not leave,
He will not fail, nor e'er deceive.

Our gracious God, we glorify

Thy glorious Name, by grace made
nigh,

Accept our worship, in Thy grace,

Cause us to feel our heavenly place.

!
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‘Do not abhor us, for Thy Name’s sake, do not disgrace
the throne of Thy glory : remember, break not Thy covenant
with us.”” Jer. 14. 21.

“For the LORD will not forsake His people for His great
Name's sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to make
you His people.” 1 Sam. 12. 22.

———

A Word of Introduction.

HE lovingkindness of our GOD enables us to speak yet further
of what He is, and what He does. To help His dear people
along the path of glad obadience is an object of this magazine, all
included in the one object of glorifying HIS Name! Yes, the
words of 1 Pet: 4. 11 are always applicable "' That GOD in all
things may be glorified, through JESUS CHRIST. ” We cannot
praise Him too much: our highest praise is very low cantrasted
with His exaltation.
That He may deign to nse these pages, and bless readers united-
1y, and cause an awakening of love, in the power of the HOLY
SPIRIT, is surely the prayerful wish of His blood-bought people.

Pomely Thoughts on Matthew 7. 1.

Q. Does not this passage forbid all judging ?

{&. I would not limit any command of Scripture : if two interpre-
tations seem possible, love to Him would even avoid breaking the
one which, in its breadth, hampered personal tendencies, rather than
excuse sin, Scripture however, must be explained by Scripture, and
wi‘t}l spiritual discernment. The following verses may help :—

.. Judge nothing before the time." (1 Cor, 4. 5).

Judge ye what 1 say” (1 Cor. 10.15),

“If Welwgl;l)d judge ourselves, we should not be judged " {1Cor.




82 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

Mark in Rom: 2. 1, 3, 14. 3,4, 10, 13, Jas: 4. 11, 12, deflinite
prohibitions of judging persons recognized as believers, but through-
out Scripture a judgment as to actions {Rom. 14. 13,1 Cor. 11, 13,
2 Cor. 5. 14), i.e. a holy discernment with hatred of evil. If a
person is judged rightly, exclusion is necessary, as 1 Cor. 5. 3, 12
would show, i.e. there is no proof of salvation, The spbere of the
assembly is not the sphere of judgment, but of gracious acceptance
in the Beloved. Exclusion leaves to GOD’S judgment (1 Cor. 5.13).
Believers do not come into judgment (John 5. 24): contrast the
position of the world (John 3. 18). The context in Matt: 7 speaks
of brethren, and this is the emphasis in Jas: 4, See alsoJohn 7.24.

Q. But in what way shall we judge actions apart from the persons
who do them ?

A. This is a deeply important study : may we ke led by the HOLY
SPIRIT, and kept back from misrepresenting truth. May 1 point out
first that the message of Matt: 7. 16-20 implies what many regard as
wrong judgment, and that most of the diificulties come through
recognition of every professing Christian as a child of GOD! Till
we see in any the fruits of grace, we should not declare them to be
“brethren.” Charitable assumptions have often buried true discern-
ment, and hindered real love. If we do not know whether some are
believers, we can often be wisely silent (Prov. 10. 19), but when
there exists Christian fellowship, actions need careful pondering. How-
ever, we cannot see another's spirit (1 Cor, 2. 11): " the counsels of
the heart” are not manifest (1 Cor. 4. 5): hence our knowledge is
only of parif-actions, and till there be the persistency in evil, which
calls for separation (Matt. 18. 16-18, Tit. 3. 10), we should lovingly
take for granted Christian motives in a Christian (Rom. 14. 6).
Recognizing these, we should help, but in the godly order and
courtesy of verse 5 (cf. washing one another’s feet, in a spirituai way).
A wise one welcomes reproof (Prov. 9. 8) : believers have received
an *understanding” (1 John 5, 20).

Q. But does this passage also hold back an obedient believer from
sharing in general acts of judgment ?

A. The context would surely say “Yes,” for the believer is called
to separation from Jews and Gentiles alike. The whole principle of
judicial punishing belongs to another dispensation, for GOD'S people.
Mark the words “for in what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged.”
Jas: 2. 12 shows us that we look forward to judgment by the law of
liberty (i.e. freedom from wrath, at the Judgment Seat of CHRIST :
hence, in 1 Cor: 3. 15, " he himself shall be saved”): the other
judgment is without mercy (Jas. 2. 13). I do not doubt that the
present tense in Matt: 7 implies that confinuance in unappointed
judging proves an absence of salvation, and eternal wrath must fall,
But if a believer grieves GOD'S HOLY SPIRIT by breaking this com-
mand, and by becoming a minister of judgment, in any way, or seeks
to cause a penalty by taking a case to law, that believer will be
judged accordingly, yet not under eternal condemnation, for this
would change GOD'S words. GOD will, doubtless, arrange some
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providential circumstance, on earth, to meet the solemn circum-
stances, and maintain hoth parts of His truth (see e.g. 1 Cor.11. 30).
The parallel in Luke 6. 35, 37, 38 is very clear, and it may be added
that these verses show a true judgment of ections is not forbidden,
because believers receive the definite command with promise," Judge
not and-ye shall not be jugded,” but nevertheless they will all
stand, as to their deeds, before the Bema of CHRIST (2 Cor. 5. 10),
and Jas. 2. 12 has emphasized that this thought should be in their
view now. The linked commands to disciples in Luke 6 will help,
and humble, if realized in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT. Oh for
grace to obey cheerfully, I would thus emphasize the word *“leave,”
for there is no infliction of penalfies, Romanism thus perverted
the gospel of GOD. This will meet the difficulty of any who think
that the answer to this question differs from the believer’s consistent
refusal of all earthly aathority in answer 3. Exclusion solemnly
regards a man as where he was before—in the world, which lieth in
the wicked one (cf. delivering to Satan), and any special actions to-
ward such do not deny this principle.

“The Life is ore than IR¢at, and the Body is
More than Raiment.””  Luke 12. 23.

lT is so easy to become one-sided, and to have an exaggerated sense

of the importance of earthly things. We may be sure of this,
that when we thns grieve the HOLY SPIRIT, and dishonour the Name
of the LORD JESUS, there is the toleration of "' two evils.” We are
not only occupied with " things which are seen,'’ we are also failing
to be occupied with * the things which are not seen”” Yet such an
attitude is sinful and foolish. Qur Heavenly FATHER owns the
citile on a thousand hills, and loves us with an untiring love., Wiil
He, baving given to us the great things of earthly life, and, beyond
this, eternal salvation, fail to nourish both ? No, He will sustain the
the former as long as necessary, and the latter for ever. ‘‘Meat” and
* raiment " shall be provided, as for Israel in the wilderness. We
are not told of "luxuries"” and *fashions,” for GOD'S pilgrims.
i Tim. 6. 8, 9 should be prayerfully pondered. Godly contentment
is a great privilege. It is sadly true that most have too much money
rather than too little:—not ' too much money’ absolutely, for there
can be devotion therewith to the LORD, but too much for bodily
wants and comforts, The possession increases the wish, and the
senses are gratified, albeit fleshly desires war against the soul.
What is the result ? SOUL-leauness, with a failure to seek FIRST the
Kingdom of GOD and His righteousness. If only we realized the
mercy and love and interest of our loving LORD more, we should be
preserved from anxiety and human scheming. Our supplies do not
depend on men, thongh He may use men. Beyond the physical
strength, which GOD'S people delight to use for Him, they REST
solely in His bounty. Apart from Him, all going to daily toil is as
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fruitless as the building of a house in Ps: 127.1. Hence, while
hating laziness (2 Thess: 3. 6-15) they ever cry for the giff of daily
bread (Luke 11.3). We do not see the manna on the ground as
Israel of old, but we are no more sufficient of ourselves to think any-
thing as of ourselves. A miracle does not cease to be one because
of its frequency. GOD'S use of means is no less marvellous than His
working without means.

There may be a revelation of His power at Cherith's brock or
with the widow's cruse, which the world can see, but in the daily
arrangements of His people, and in the provision of a yearly harvest,
there is a like unveling which anointed eyes can see, and for which
grace-taught hearts and lips should continually praise. Every
good giving, and every perfect gift, is from above. No good thing will
our FATHER withhold from those who walk uprightly. ‘' So that we
may boldly say, The LORD is my Helper, and 1 will not fear what
man shall do unto me.” Qur position should be one of confidence
in the LORD. He will not let His trustful people die before the
time. We are not to be reckless, but ¢ontrasted anxiety is actually
a similar sin. It looks to self, and herein there must be failure and
disappointment. GOD'S servant counld be of good cheer amid a ship-
wreck, because he believed GOD, and the hearty utterance of
Habakkuk (3. 17, 18) is never out of date. When all seems darkest,
we may look above. As one of old, we can say, " When I sit in
darkness, the LORD shall be a Light unto me” (Mic. 7. 8, note Ps:
27.1,1 John 1.7). Oh that truth may be powerful in our hearts
and lives, for the evidence of union with CHRIST is a fuller testimony
when there is much around, yea everything around, to discourage.
Faith flourishes in the dark, and witness for the LORD against cir-
cumstances convinces others that we have One Whom they, alas,
have not.

The Faith of 6od’s €lk«L.

An old writer pointed out it is not the election of GOD'S faithful

ones. Nay, we were children of wrath even as others, nothing
but GOD'S sovereign mercy is the cause of our salvation. If human
werits have contributed to our deliverance from the wrath of GOD,
we may boast : but if not, we can only boast in CHRIST. Had He
died to save us from every sin but unbelief, as some affirin, we
should still be dead and lost. He died to save us from our unbelief,
and will not fail as to the work He so graciously tock in hand,
Natural faith can be made : the faith of GOD'S elect is spiritual and
fixed upon Him. All GOD's elect receive it : they believe according
to the working of that mighty power which was shown when CHRIST
was raised (Eph. 1,19, 20). Theirs is " faith of the operation of
GoD " (Col. 2. 42), and the whole grace-through-faith-salvation is
the gift of Gop (Eph. 2. 8). Thus it is impossible for this faith to
die, nor shall anything be laid to the charge of GOD'S elect. We re-
joice, and rest in His loving purpose, amid a world of confusion and
rain and despair.

i
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€xtracts Trom Leaflets circulared among Isracl at the
time of their Rew Year, Dap of Atonement, and Feast
of Tabernaches.

Their new year was linked withk Passover,—with redemption from
Egypt,—with a wondrous sacrifice. You will remember that the
lamb is not described by a plural word, and that it was killed for a
privileged people, the blood applied giving true confidence. GOD
is the Same, and His way of salvation from the “Egypt " of this
world ever has the same characteristics. Only One Sacrifice can
secure YOUR deliverance, and that precious Sacrifice has been
offered and accepted, but can you thankfully say the blood has been
applied on your behalf ? You cannot have a new year.”in the true
sense of the word, apart from this. There can only be a changing,”
a repetition, as the very word "2 (year) may even imply. But if you
want something quite new, you must be a new creation, Either
personally, or in the person of a Sacrifice representing you, the
sentence of death against you as a sinner must have been carried
out, and you must live with a new, heavenly, cternal life. But this
is not possible personally. If you take the punishment there is no
release for a sinner, nor would punishment change you from sinning,

THE ONLY HOPE
is a Sacrifice representing you, of which GOD granted a wondrous
type in Exodus 12. The REAL SACRIFICE is MESSIAH.S

- L [ L *

Have you ever ihought of the precious teaching of the year of
jubilee ? GOD marked out the seventhk day, the seventh month, the
seventh year, and the seven limes sevenih year introduced the
jubilee. “ Seven' tells of work finished, and peace and rest. But
during all Israel's 480 years' kingdom, the sabbath year was
never kept, hence the 70 years of desolation, ~ until the land had
enjoyed her sabbaths' (2 Chron. 36. 21). Have the peo;:le oE
Israel ever really had a jubilee? We must is:adly answer, No.
Will they ever have one ? We rejoice to reply '’ Yes.” But witen ?
GOD has explained in the 7" .* Will you overlook HIS sure Words ?

It is noteworthy that the year of jubilee alone started in the 7th
month. Not so the other years (Ex. 12.1). You ought to have
His order.—Passover, Penteccst, Atonement, Tabernacles. If a
year commences rightly in N, GOD means that the prophetic
teaching of Passover and of Pentecost HAS BEEN FULFILLED.
“Passover " tells of one Lamb (note singular in Ex: 12) dying for
sinners who deserved to die. The sheaf of corn in passover week
tells of the resurrection of One, in Whom are a great number, and
of His exaltation before the LORD. The sheaf was liffed up. It was

* The Hebrew Scriptures.  + The 7th month, Tishri.
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an omer, just as the hidden manna. HAVE THESE PICTURES COME
TRUE HISTORICALLY ? If you reject Ny, mwo,* Ido not see how
you can say "Yes,” and thus I do not see how you can expect a real
jubilee. To continue, Pentecost depended on Passover, and was
marked by a new meal-offering unto the LORD 13T Mn 3nt, The
two loaves were a firstfruits, yet, being baken with leaven, picture
those who fail, and not the sinless SAVIOUR of Whom the unleaven-
ed Passover-Firstfruits mus# speak. I cannot help seeing believers
from Jews and Gentiles here, accepted because of the Sacrifice, be-
Jore the future glory for the remmnant of Israel {mark the word
* firstfruits.”) You have no room for this “‘new thing,"” but are look-
ing for the blessing of M3 M.§ without the earlier feast receiving
its historical fulfilment. At Passover itself MESSIAH died: at
Pentecost, MESSIAH’S followers actually received the HOLY SPIRIT
in power. He came on them as fire, for they had leaven within
them, but yet a new " firstfruits ” company was then formed, seeking
to please GOD, for the leaven has been hindered from working in
such bread, though the results in measure remain. We have a right
to look for the blessing to Israel, you have not, if you deny the first-
fruits !

The next great event is the blowing of trumpets (Lev. 23. 24).
The people of MESSIAH will be soon caught up to meet Him, and
then Israel will mourn Have you ever seen in Zech: 12. 10 the
application of the true atonement, and the appointed fulfilment of

the day of atonement ?
» » » *

YEARS of interest in the nation of Israel, even of prayerful in-

terest, and of some Christian service among them, may make a
part-background for an earnest plea that Jewish readers will care-
fully read this leaflet. Yet my chief background is the vital imi-
portance of GOD'S truth. I was a sinner of the Gentiles (EM13), and
dare not ever boast of self, but knowing that GOD is ONE (thongh
there is no unity like to His unity), and that His salvation is, there-
iore, one, I cannot but feel concerned that so many of the long-
favoured nation say we have all a " right to our own opinions.” A
right to believe a lie, a right to disbelieve GOD, and thus to sin,
seems to me an impossible right : it can only be a fearful wrong. I
do not direct you to men or societies: do not speak to me of
* rabbis ” or ' leaders of Christendom.” I do not come in the name
of either, but of GOD'S Mwn.] In His Name and as His servant, I
would humbly, yet earnestly, point out two great mistakes, in con-
vexion with Israel's present keeping of MB3 ON.Y “Present keeping,”
for it must be sadly acknowledged that @ NIPM™**is forgotten, that
wondrous passage N *WIX, §§ teaching the need for the NM1T of One
different from and greater than Aaron's sinful sons, or even Aaron

* The Messian, Jrsua. 1 A New Meal Offering to the Loeb.
Feast of Tabernacies.

I Mussiar. 9 Day of Atonement.  ** Ley: 16. + Death,
§% Israel call the passage “ After the death,” from the words of verse 1.
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himself. Aaron's first actions on ihe day owned Limself a sioner,
needing a sacrifice ;: he could not come to GOD for himself, though
many of Israel say that they can, and that they need no Mediator.

Anotber serious mistake-—permit me to speak plainly—is the aw-
ful thought that man's good deeds and bad deeds are weighed on
e ©XY,* and that there are 3 classes of persons,—the good, the
bad, and a middle class. There is none righteous, no, not cne. All
are in one class, and that class under GOD'S holy judgment., We
have of ourselves NO good things before GOD. See Gen: 6.5,
Mic: 7. 4. Even Abraham was declared righteous by faith, as it is
written—"' And he believed in the LORD ; and He counted it to him
for righteousness” (Gen. 15. 6).

PTSR A M N

Now " the law is not of faith, but, the man that doeth them shall
live in them. MESSIAH hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us : for it is writien, Cursed is every one
that hangeth on a tree (Deut. 21. 23) that the blessing of Abraham
might come on Gentiles, (as well as Jews), through JESUS CHRIST "
(see Gal: 3. 12-14 N M2} : a copy will be gladly sent). Do not
make light of GOD'S free mercy. You NEED HIS atonement. You
must have judgment only, apart from MESSJIAH, but are you content
to remain away from Him Who came into the world (Ps. 40. 7, 8)
to save sinners, and to make them the righteousness of GOD in
Himself ! This is the TRUTH which is GREATER THAN YOUR
MISTAKES, and since mercy and truth are met together in
MESSIAH, we long that many from [srael may be everlastingly saved.

E * » * *

lSRAEL often forget the intense interest which Christians who
love the Hebrew Scriptures have in the nafion and in the land
of Israel. Psalm 102 is very beautiful {verses 13-15)—
n1ES NYTD PTT ORN SRR ARN T T 10N 2wn ehirh mm e
W= Ip o'ban 13T ANBYTANT IANTAN TRF WD IO N2TS
When GOD builds up Zion, there will be the mountain of the LORD'S
house (Isa. 2. 2), and Jerusalem shall be a praise in the earth (Isa.
6G2. 7). Then MESSIAH, Who is the Branch, the Priest of Psalm
110, will be a Priest upon His throne, as Zion's King! He Who
bare the sin of many—

(T Nw3 0 by v Mic. 7. 18§, Nwd o2 Nwn N Isa, 53, 12{)
will then bear the glory (77 N2~ N1M¥, Zech. 6. 13). How bright is
the prospect ; but they are NOT ALL Israel who are of Israel. NOT
ALL will share in the blessings. Will you be among these blest, or

* Head of the Year i.e. New Year's Day. t New Testament.
8 “ Who is a Gobp like unto Thee, bearing iniguity.” | “And He Himself tho sin
of many bare.” 4 “And He Himself shall bear glory.”
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not ? ‘Then Israel will have the feast of the 7th month (Ezek. 45.
25, Tishri is not the first month, the teaching of GOD is passover
first, a Suffering MESSIAH firsf), and this will be the FUTURE and
glorious M2c an.*

Zech: 14. tells us more about that wonderful day. Those of the
nations, who will not go up to worship the KING, the LORD of hosts,
and to keep the feast of tabernacles, will be punished (Zech. 14. 16-
19). GOD is holy and He will fuifit His Word. But have you ever
thought that YOU break His law to-day ? And yet YOU profess to
keep the feast. Dear Jewish reader, do not deceive yourself. Yon
cannot deceive GOD. Zech: 12 is before Z:ch: 14,and there we
have true weeping over sin. Zech: 13 tells of an event before
Zech: 14, and there we have the Shepherd of Israel smitten by the
swaord which blocked up Eden's gate. A Suffering MESSIAH is the
Only Way to GOD. Rather let me say, a MESSIAH Who kas
suffered, for He has now risen again, as Psalm 16, which you have
on the Day of Atonement, so clearly sets forth—

O™ ATN VYT AR miNad TTon nntR Meh ywos wnNd o
A 1w ohan nYs TN Moy TIECNN Mo yaw

And yet you do not believe Him! Oh that some who read these
lines would now come unto Hini and receive the gift of life’

The Reality of God’s Grace.

THERE are many, who themselves have never tasted GOD'S grace,

who imagine that the naveiling of His love in CHRIST is but a
dream. I they said, * We have not seen it, we cannot understand
it,” they would be truthful. But when they add, " Therefore you
canpot know it,”" they draw an inference beyond their right, and
without any foundation. They are one-sided. Because THEY are
witheut any living acquaintance with the LORD JESUS in Whom so
many rejoice, they declare that such an acquaintance is impossible.
This is, indeed, self exaltation. By the grace of GOD, we are able
10 testify that GOD'S grace is real. We know that we are "in CHRIST
JESUS,” and that the wrath of GOD deserved by us was met by Him :
in His marvellous work we find a resting place, and with one of old
we can say that this is “‘the true grace of GOn" (1 Pet. 5. 12). Bat,
dear reader, can we add concerning you, as he did regarding those
to whom he wrote,” wherein ye stand,” or must we feel that the fact
of grace is still as nothing to you ?

* Feast of Tabernacles.

Believers” Meeting Rooms :—61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E, 43a, The Broadway, Walham
Green, London. S.W. Also *“ Rosemond,” Bede Burn Rd, Jatrow-oa-Tyne.
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““For this thing I besought the LORD thrice, that it might

depart from me. And He said unto me, My grace is suf-

ficient for thee : for My strength is made perfect in weak-

ness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in-

firmities, that the power of CHRIST may rest upen me.”
2 Cor. 12- 8' 9'

——

B Word of Introduction.

THE grace of GOD is continual. The precious blood of

CHRIST has nof lost its power, As those redeemed by Him,
we rejoice fo speak of His words of truth, conscious, however, that
we need tc learn much more of Him, and desiring fo rejoice
more and more. That these pages may be used of GOD to deepen
the practical godliness of His people, as they humbly follow the
leading of the HOLY SPIRIT, in the pilgrim path marked out by
the Scriptures, is our prayerful desire. We dare not boast of
self but we would boast of CHRIST, and long that there may be a
reviving among His own, as the promises of truth are plainly set
before us, as we wait for His Coming. Nor is His hand shortened.
Oh that some, perhaps long-professing Christians among them,
may be brought to Himself by the ministry of this magazine. If
so, unfo our pracicus GOD be all the glory !

The “Unicarned ” in 1 Cor. 14.
Rn €ncutiry as to the L£essons Which the boly Spirit
kas Placed in this Word.

WE begin with a complete and thankful recognition of the absolute

authority of Scripture, and we praise GOD that every word is
used perfectly. There are no mere ' synonyms " or interchangeable
terms, Every sentence, every tense, every letter has a fulness beyond
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human and natonral understanding. We would, moreover, desire
that our study may not be barely mental, but in the power, and
vnder the guidance, of the HOLY SPIRIF, and that we may be
huambled if we cannot follow all the instruction of GOD,* but grate-
tul for every thought from Him, seeking to use, in practical godli-
r.ess, all that He graciously brings before us.

The word " unlearned,” which occurs three times in 1 Cor. 14.
(15. 23, 24), is also found in Acts 4. 43 (" ignorant”) and 2 Cor. 11.
6 ("rude”). It comes from the same root as the English *'idiom,”
and "' idiosyncrasy,” and is defined thus, " A private person, one in
a private station, not engaged in public affairs" (Liddell and Scott).
Thus the apostles were known to have been without the ' college ™
education of Pharisees, at the feet of Gamaliel for instance, and the
only one who had this learning, as the added words of 2 Cor. 11.6
imply, was denounced as "rude in speech,” because, possibly
through the thorn in the flesh, he contrasted with the eloquence of
Apollos.t Thus the glory was taken from man in EVERY case.

It will now be clear to the reader that the translation in 1 Cor.
14. is incomplete. One who was learned in knowledge could, in
another sphere, be described by this term, as 2 Cor. 11 has shown,
and we go back to the root meaning. The #wrys, or private individ-
val, was marked off from a " company " of others. Here ihen we
have another example of the HOLY SPIRIT'S use of *' citizen-words,"”
o emphasize upon believers THEIR cifizenship in a new and entirely
different sphere. Instead of engaging in politics of earth they were
to be occupied with the duties and respousibilities of an assembly of
GOD, with a heavenly calling. We think of Phil. 3. 20, and the
very term ‘‘church'” or “ecclesia,” the gathering of free-men,
Evidently the one mentioned in 4 Cor. 14 was outside this. Yet he
was desirous of saying “‘amen’ at the giving of thanks (16%), and
thus is quite distinguished from the unbeliever of verses 23, 24, who
is not named at all in verse 16. The rendering * enquirer'’ has
been proposed, and seems to express much of the thought rightly.
But no word can completely reproduce it. The wrys was not part
of the church or " body ' of believers, but he professed belief in the
LORD, and evidently wished to be gathered, as soon as there was
Scriptural satisfaction that the LORD “added.” He was wailing for
this privilege, We find in Acts 11. 21 that many furned to the
I.ORD, but the adding was not till after competent investigation {(24).
S0 in Derbe, which, unlike Lystra and Iconium. was apparentiy ounly
visited once, we {ind that the servants of GOD first preached the
gospel, and then " discipled sufficient,”—it would seem sufficient in

% I do not mean we would excuse disobedience, but some loving precepts
assume the wnity, and united gifts, so freely manifested in the early
church.

1 Evidently 11. 6 as 10. 10, 12. 16 contains a quotation from the common talk
of one section among Corinthians.

§ This, moreover, was approved, and children of Gon were to be mindful of
the desire :—“The Amen,” “signing " with the Name of CuglIsT.

i

i
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number for the appointments of a house of GOD. Such arrange-
menls were linked with the secorntd visit to the other cities (14.22, 23).
We miust not make light of the functions associated with Christian
fellowship ;: the words " despise” in 1 Cor. 11. 22, and ' oughtest
to behave” in 1 Tim. 3. 15 are definitely against any such careless-
ness.

Important thoughts arise from this meditation. The proposal that
“Let a man examine himself "' admits all who wish, to the breaking
of bread, is set aside. And, morecover, that interpretation, or rather,
misinterpretation, forgets that the solemn exhortation, on which it
fastens, was addressed to those already gathered. May we not say
that 1 Cor. 14. 16 is equally against oceasional communion ? Butit
is definitely in favour of Christian forve. We should show our
interest as far as possible, and if we cannot at present recognize
some as united in the will of the LORD, we should acknowledge their
apparent wish to please Him. In other words, we should not enlarge
“fellowship' to suit our ideas, but we must beware of Satan's
attempt to diminish our first love. As Israel were to love the
stranger, we must love the enquirer, and seek to help him to under-
stand the meeting (16), nor must we put stumbling blocks before him
through our pride (23).

I need hardly say that there are two classes and only two,—those
who are “ dead in trespasses and sins,” and those who have been
quickened. But we cannot see “life,”” Hence this * in-between class,”
in our experience, those who seem to be the LORD'S people, but in
whom we seek fuller Scriptural evidences,

One feels that of old there was a wondrous “adding” to the
LORD in connexion with a united assembly, and it would seem that
all thus baptized in the SPIRIT were thereby acknowledged in focal
gatherings. But can we in days of weakness, employ the word
“added " in the same way ? Is there the baptism in the SPIRIT,
which was always guickly visible and with signs following ? The
quickening, sending forth (Gal. 4. 6), indwelling, and leading of the
HoLY SPIRIT plainly exist, but "' we see not our signs.” It is well
to be humbled, and to own a parallel with Israel’s history, though
GOD is unlimited, and will do His work, But godly testing must not
be less careful in remnant days (Ezra 2. 62, 63, 2 Tim. 2. 21).
Those who are ' taken alive " and snared by the devil {2 Tim. 2. 26
margin) can hardly be characterized in 2 Tim. 2. 22, Nor can we
be identified with them. Some such, partly awakened (26 marg:)
may become “enquirers]”’ and in this we rejoice.

But does not this solemn care bring before us the necessity for
more waiting on GOD regarding those who wish to be manifestly of
one heart and soul with any assembly of those who would follow
the I iDL wholly ? Apbglicanism provides many sad illustrations
of Christendom-travestied truth. Its ‘' episcopal” visitations seem
based on the ilinerant service of apostles and evangelists, Timothy
and Titus were, apparently, responsible for districts, and as such
were distinguished from the local “bishops,’ although a human ad-
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dition to the epistles speaks otherwise. ‘'Confirmation,” likewise, is
a relic, changed and without power, of the true " adding,” when the
HOLY SPIRIT came upon any. In saying this we would cheerfully
praise for all who love Him, and who tell of CHRIST'S finished work,
within the *‘ establishment.” Love, however, cannot silence the
pointing out of errors : * Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” We
trust that no self-satisfaction or unkindness is manifested in this
earnest criticism. If we are the LORD'S people, surely we want His
will to stand against all else. The writer is inclined to feel that,
though Acis 16. 2 réfers to service, the principle of local testimony,
and fellowship in testimony as to character is important {¢f. in another
connexion, 5. 19}, and that at least two of the children of GOD
already gathered should take special interest in each " case,” and
definitely indicate their considered, and prayerful, approval, that all
may know of this. But welcoming manifestly should, I would sug-
gest, be accompanied by the further satisfaction of a brother speci-
ally entrusted by our risen LORD with suitable (although the reverse
of man-exalting), gift and authority. Thus we have seen Barnabas
at Antioch, though he was nof one of the twelve apostles of the
LAMB, ‘Till such " united " approval it seems to me that we are,
in general, hindering GOD’S work if we treat His people, who do not
step out from things which grieve Him, or who are still being tested.
as other than * enguirers,” ie. ‘' the private persons' of 1 Cor. 14,
One would not wish to prolong this period undaly, or to identify it
with the Wesleyan position " on trial,” or with any human probation
to ensure human barriers within a human creed, but would simply
desire to obey the revealed will of GOD, and to glorify Him by a
godly care for that which is HiS. No fixed period can be given, no
man-made scheme can be appointed. We turn from natural
methods, naturally adopted to meet a felt need, and praise our
Heavenly FATHER since He provided all that was necessary first,
which His blood-bought people should praisefully follow, in the guid-
ing and enabling of the HOLY SPIRIT, that He alone may be
hononred and exalted.

In the wondrous twofoldness. and manifold-fulness, of Divine truth I
would suggest a further thought from 1 Cor. 14. 16. Asthe HOLY SPIRIT
in 1 John eondemns gnostic evils without spreading them, and the spiritual
reader unacquainted therewith can read, without even knowing of the con-
trovesy, so thera are, | believe, veiled reproofs in different portions. Surely
the apostle implies that the Corinthians, who needed spiritual enlargement,
(2 Cor. 6. 13), and who despised their LORD’S will and their brethren
through selfishness (1 Cor. 11. 21, 22) treated **one another’’ as ‘‘barbarians’
{1 Cor. 14. 11), and as " private individuals’ rather than as members of a
bady (1 Cor. 12), whenever they used the gift of tongues wrongly. Thus they
hindered united worship (Rom. 15. 6). But this thought does not prevent the
stress on the “‘enquirers,’’ which is so clear from verses 23,24. Indeed, unless
there w2re enquirers, to liken believers in manifest fellowship, to such
would lack much of its helpful, yet humbling force. May we be guided by the
HoLy SeiriT, on the path of this solemn, and ever applicable, prineiple, for
it is not only by the gift of tongues that ** unity '’ can be attacked.

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”
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Sinai and Zion.

SINAI first comes before us as a WILDERNESS (Ex.16.1, 19.1, 2},

though now we especially think of the MOUNTAIN wlfere GOD
displayed something of His wondrous glory. But the wnlderneSf-
aspect is very solemn, and Horeb, the name of the range, suggests a
waste,” “'a devastation,” the Hebrew word "' sword ” being identical,
except in pronunciation. How suggestive, in this connexion, is Ge:n:
3. 24 as a background for Horeb, and its covenant of works with
respect to the creature, who is only a failure. The fire and sword
are, and will be (Isa. 66. 16), against Jaw-breakers, but because of the
Antitype to Gen. 22. 13 (see 6), even the Shepherd of Zech. 13.7,
believers have a mercy-seat, and the cherubim resting thereon, and
within GOD'S dwelling, not without as in Gen. 3. The ark,
appointed at Sipai, and emphasized there in copnexion with a
further covenant of Divine " doing " (Ex. 34.10 with Deut. 10.1),
was meant for Jerusalem, the * place” where GOD Himself intended
to put His Holy Name from the first, and Jerusalem, the habitation
of peace, is in direct contrast with Horeb's fiery sword. But when
{he ark was settled there, on the very Moriah of Gen, 22, we are
expressly told " There was pothing in the ark, save the two tables of
stone which Moses put there at HOREB” (the place of the sword)—
1 Kings 8. 9. The mercy seat with the atonement was put over
these, and thus was there safety, but not otherwise (1 Sam, 6. 19).
if we come to law apart from the finished work of the LORD JESUS
we come to judgment. GOD can never excuse sin, but grace reigr{S
through righteousness. Is it accidental that Horeb, the sword, is
named in connexion with fire in Ex. 3. 1, 2, Deut. 4. 10-12, 5. 2-4,
Q. 8.10, 1 Kings 19, 8,12, Mal. 4, 1-4? Sinai tells of wrath de-
served, but Jerusalem—whether we think of Moriah {the priestly
hill) or Zion (the kingly)—speaks of the Priest-King Who has met
judgment for guilty ones, who are led by grace to rest on, and in
Him.

In the later Scriptures, * Sinai” and " Sion " have 3 letters alike, -
and only cne different: in “ Sipai” that letter is the first Q‘f the
alphabet, in Sion it is the last. Sinai proclaims the message This
do and thou shalt live,” i.e. a beginning : from “ Sion" sound forth
the words "1t is finished.” Sinai, apart from CHRIST, cou}d only
bring us despair. But in Him there is security and blessing !pdeed,
and our hearts rejoice. And these two different letters are Alpha
and Omega,” and He is Both (Rev. 1. 8), for He did not break law
to redeem us, but was obedient unto death. He was the HOLY ONE,
of Whom Deut. 8. 3 gave a striking prophecy.

And so, to the believer, Sion tells of rest, a rest which is unbroken,
which would have belonged to the earthly city (1 Chron. 17.9,
2 Chron. 7. 12) but there was an "'if"” (2 Chron. 7. 16-22) as to the
past fulfilment, though not as to the future, even on the earth‘,‘ _for
Jerusalem shall yet be a praise in the earth (Isa. 62. 7), but no " if”
ever intrudes as to the heavenly city (contrast 1 Pet, 2. 9 with Ex.

19. 5).
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And we have come to Sion, those of us who, by grace, are i
CHRIST JESU?.d 'Th; tl‘gmders of the law are siien:.’ec% for 'us, :uig
we are accepted in the Beloved, never to be thrust aside. Surel
Heb. .1 2.22,1 Pet. 2. 6 and Rev. 14. 1 encourage us, and we :"e{
joice in the all-sufficiency of grace. Buat GOD'S love does not make
us irreverent. Hebrews 12 adds an urgent encouragement to serve
GOD with solemn worship, and we would not forget His majesty and
glory_ (28, 29). Grace never causes familiarity, but it does cause
true intimacy.

It. may be some who read these lines have never felt the burden
of sin. I would not lead one dear child of GOD to doubt. Quar ex-
alle':d' LORD does not break the bruised reed. But to those who are
religious, t_aut careless, an earnest word may be spoken. The very
verses which speak of Sion as the resting place of those who are re-
deemed also teil of "' a Stone of Stumbling and a Rock of offence.”
To the Jew, the finished work of CHRIST is still such, as Rom. 9. 32
make§ s?dly clear. If we read on to the next chapter, the emphasis
on a finished work, in connexion with Sion, is definite. But Israel
shall be saved, the remnant becoming the strong nation, and Matt.
21.5, John 12.15 with their beauntiful encouragement seem to
prophesy this. To the believer, now, moreover, Ps. 9. 11, 63. 1
and135. 214 have a deep spiritual meaning, though he looks prayer-
fully fm:ward for the earthly fulfilment of these passages, and of
such striking words as those of Ps. 48. 2, 50. 2, 69. 35, 102. 13
16, 21. Isa: §9. 20 is not a dead letter. ' The Word of our GoD
shall stand (rise} for ever.”

Will you, dear child of GOD, go back to Sinai in your experi
whe_n GOD has brought you to Sion in fact? Yo{:rs is a ﬁia\f::l?
calling. Look at the context in Hebrews 12, and in everything give
thanks. You are not of Hagar, you are not a bondman (see Gal. 4.
24, 25) : the servant abideth not in the hoase for ever (John 8. 35)
but we }_mve not received the Spirit of servitude again to fear bui
the Spirit of sonship, in Whom we cry ABBA, FATHER, (Rom, 8. 15).
Enjoy your freedom, stand fast in the liberty wherewith CHRIST
hath made you free (Gal. 5. 1), possess your possessivns, enjoy
your prlv'lleges. Do not be willing for Satan to rob yon of the peace
involved in your birthright, He will seek thus to do, but it is for
you to Tesnst the devil in the power of the HOLY SPIRII:, and to have
no confidence in the flesh! You cannot hope for anything from law

or self (Rom. 8. 2, 12), but you have everything in CHRIST. A

finished work is an argument for holiness, as you wait for your LORD
{rom heaven,

—————

::Behold, God exalteth by His power” Job 36. 22.

Hq also exalteth the Horn of His people, the
Praise of all His saints; of the children of Israel
a people near unto Him.”” Ps. 148. 14. ’

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 95

Bonins.

EPH. 5. 19 and Col. 3. 16 bring before us the privilege cf praisicg

GOD by hymns. It should be noticed that these verses deal
with the duties of saved ones. What a mercy it is to be *in CHRIST
JESUS.” How faithful and grateful His own should be, purchased
for ever by His own blood.

The exact language will help us, if sought under the guidance of
the HOLY SPIRIT. The Septuagint uses all the three words “Psalws,
hymas, songs " as headings, in the Book of Psalms. Butif our in-
struction were to adopt THAT as our hymn book, when assemtled in
the present dispensation, surely we should find a prefixed " the.”
its omission is important—"" Psalms " nof ' THE Psalmns,” but imply-
ing that our thanksgiving is to be of the same devolional and GOD-
glorifying character as that of the earlier dispensation, even thcugh
we have not an earthly temple with ornate services. The language
emphasizes a parallel : alas, many hymn books provide a contrast.
The word “ spiritual” is likewise full of meaning. Its primary
meaning, as in 1 Cor. 12. 1 seems to be "inspired,” but how
gracious is our LORD, in that He approves of “ spiritual hynins " in
days of weakness, 1 Cor. 14. 26 shows the mighty manifestation
of the SPIRIT in an early assembly : a fresh psalm would sound forth
from an inspired believer. We have not such signs, but the LORD,
foreknowing this, used a word which would still apply ; and, more-
over, prevented the preservation of the primitive hymns, in accord
with this very foreknowledge. Doubtless they set forth the glories
of a united church, which we behold not to-day. The disciple will
surely see in both Eph. S and Col. 3 holy enthusiasm (' Be not
drunk with wine, but . .'"). Moreover, we have nothing of a display
before the world,—" to yourseives.”” The thought ot " gospel sing-
ing " in the open air is absent, also any idea of inviting the unsaved
to join the redeemed in this definite worship. Mark the stresson a
right heart. Both contexts continne with the command to godly
activity ' in the Name of the LORD JESUS." What a privilege to
represent Him. How can we murmur ?

The words “ to yourselves’ must not be misunderstood, The
object is * unto the LORD.” We recollect the aspect of 1 Cor. 14.
16, 17 : when there is true prayer it is anfo GOD but His people are
edified. So with right singing. “ Yourselves," moreover, contrasted,
as we have seen with those alas, outside.”

Musical instruments are not mentioned, nor are they implied, in
the epistles and arrangements which GOD has graciously given. The
silence itself confrasts with the earlier Scriptures, and equally with
the praise of heaven in Revelation. Pilgrims have no crchestra.
Musical instruments are undispensational. And there is more than
silence in Eph. 5. The word " making melody " js nsed in the
Septuagint with the name of the musical instrument e.g. "' in a harp.”
But we read "' In your heart,” setting aside the ritual of the temple,

as definitely as 1 Cor, O, 26 implies separation frcm the natural
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actiéns there described.
But what hymns shall we use ? The writer feels how precious

are the experiences of many who have owned the LORD in years
gone by. but he is concerned not to sing error, albeit in a choice con-
text. Nor is he qnite clear that the free alteration of hymns, written
by others, glorifies the Name of the LORD.  Further, it may not al-
ways be helpful to sing in humble worship the words of those who
sought for broader worship, who retained positions grieving GOD'S
HOLY SPIRIT, and which we sorrowfully see to have grieved Him.
Young believers, and older ones too, are more ready for “broad-
ness"” of a wrong character than we realize. The preparation of
hynmns expressing the heart-longings of those who would follow the
LORD wholly, outside the camp, may be a privilege and a responsi-
bility,* for there is no Scripture to omit vocal praise in a gathering
of the redeemed, because of sad circumstances. How precious is
Heb. 2. 12, and how thankfully we remember that the LORD JESUS
in the night in which He was betrayed approved of singing. May
we, indeed, iltustrate the will of the LORD.

Rearmess 10 6od.

lN old time, He characterized the children of Israel as “a people near

unto Him” (Ps. 148.14). The psalmist, realizing this said, “*Praise
yethe LORD.” In the present dispensation, wondrous grace has been
manifested to lost sinners out from Jews and Gentiles alike. " Sometimes
 far off " such are “made nigh by the blood of CHRIST* (Eph. 2. 13).
This nearness brings before us the complete character of salvation. Gobp’s
love and mercy have been graciously granted to the utterly undeserving.
They are viewed in CHRIST. They are accepted ia the Beloved. Their
triale and difficulties they can bring to their Heavenly FATHER. No good
thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly. In dealing with
men they have many problems. but the way is opea to the throne of grace.
Everything has been done to make continual prayer possible, and to encour-
age believers in prayer as to everything (Phil. 4. 6), Gob’s infinite love
is thus set forth. He has interest in the smallest concerns of His blood-
bought people, and they can rejoice in this, when all around seems alarming.
Our gracious GOD is not harsh to His people when He chastens them.
Heb. 12. 10 is very beautiful in connexion with Rev. 3.19. How happy
and trustful the people of the LORD should be. They are never disregard-
ed. never unvalued, though in themselves, by nature, valueless. With
CHRIST, our Heavenly FATHER gives all things necessary, and in unfailing
gracs. He has no fury toward any of His own. He does not banish
but graciously forgives confessed sin, and is willing to restore the joy of

salvation.

* e have sought, by grace, to illustrate this, would gladly correspond with
believers, and send some hymn leaflets, conscious of weakness, but seeking to

do nothing sgainst the will of Gop.

Meeting Rooms of Belicvers, 61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate; 43a, The Broadway, Walham
Green, Loudon. Also " Rosemond,” Bede Bura Rd, Jantow-on-Tyne.

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to

exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s

glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Roman:
[— “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” —]

COPIES FREE (as the Lord enables) on application to:
Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — GERMANY — 74343 Sachsenheim
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