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Words of Encouragement.

“ » 3 Jobn v, 17 is & wonderlul argument

As He is. against despair, hut only those walk-
fug with God sro entivled to onjoy is. 1% almownt
scoing 100 good 80 be true that we, by nature dead
in winy, should be completely covered with the
righteousness of God, worked ous by His beloved
Hon. Thus, to the praise of the ﬁoq of His grace,
thougl we are ssill ' in Whis world ” we are viewed
in Christ, and therefore as Chriss.
Ho are we! Is llo deciared righteous? Ko are
we! [In Ho froe trom wrath (that He took for us)
and never o bo forssken?  Wo too are absolulely
free from jud‘fment that we deserved ! ** Au He is,”
unyn the child of God, and the light afilictions seem
wo light. And nob only do we remember thay we
are " As o is” In Divine reckoning; it is also
writion '* We shall be like Him, for we shall seo
flim as fle 35.” (1 Jobn §il. 2). Yes, in thad day
there will be fursher ocorrespouding, (Phil. iif. 20).
If in | Jobn iv. there is the relerence to His
righteousness, here we have the allusion to His glory.
BBut that isfuture for us, though e is glorious now,
whereas the righteousness is nt even for us.
The contrash of tenses is lulpln!. and thus we learn
more the value of our present ns, and more
the coriainty and the fulness of the revealod inture
of all who make manifest their election of God,
(1 Thesa. i. 4), by godly obedience (Heb. v. 9).

Is He accepted ?

“ » | John {i. 6, brings before us

As Ho walked.” ., responsibilities, even e
other vorses our privileges. And are not these
vory responsibilities privileges ? To be represented
by tbe Lord Jesus, our Advocate, is wondruus grace ;
and to represent Him, till Ho come, in the midst
of & or and perverse goneration, is a high and
exnited bonour. To us is such a position given.
But do we realize 8? Do we walk as Christ
walked ? e was 8 Man of sorrows, One se
{rom sinners, ever doint those things thas pleassd
the Pather. Are walske Him ?  The world cannot
know Him as Fxample, for they know Him not as
Havionr: but Il we are ** in Christ,” we vught to be
abls to sey by our life, 1o the redeemed, ** Be yo
imitntors of me, even as [ also am of Christ,” If
not, we are wandering. And we sbould remoember
that the Boripture does not here say wearo to walk
»s He walks, but as He walked is, in rejectedness
and tln, Why do we seck t0 smooth the path of
sribulation into the kingdom of God, (Acta xiv. 23) ?
likoness to Christ means rejoction by the wor;d.
11 wo are well received, it is because mon see so fow
reminders of Christ in our actions. The disguise
of worldliness will make us ular with the
world. But let us now shrust it aside, and walk as
our Baviour walked—along the rosd of simple
devotednoss with all its socompaniments, till God
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in pleased 1o end our trials when we fall a:leep, Or

at the Coming of our Lord Jesus, for which we look
and long,

o’

A Letter to an Assembly of Saved
Ones, and others who would
please (God.

ON CRUCIFIXION AND MORTIFICATION.
Duan Frriow Brrigvess,

Having been brought out of death into life,
through the operation of (od, and now possessing
that eternal lir: which we shall, by grace, possens
more manifestly, what manner of persons ought we
to be in all holy conversation and godliness. For
it is of she Lord's ricb meroy that we are quickened
together with Christ, and it is of the Lord’s mercics
that we are nod consumed, and we are looking for
the meroy of our Lord Jesus Cbrist (Jude 21).
Henoce mercy surrounds our path, and shall follow
us all the days of our life, that we may live corre-
spondingly t0 the praise of the glory of the grace
of Gud.

How often we forget that the ** new creation”
seggests the thought——snd the fact—'‘old things
have passed away." There is not only an addition
but & subtraction ; not only have our sins been
sent away, as the word * forgive ™ indicates, but they
have been washed away, that henceforth we should
view ain as both a orime and an uncleannese, and
manifest & death tosin as well as alife of rightoous-
ness, even while J:b{‘uically. though no longer
spiritually,  in the flesh.”

This vz;w of the life of a child of God causes a
deep hatred of sin, which must be coupled with
intolligent acquaintance with His revealed will,
that it may aot aright. Our attitude toward iniquity
is olearly explained in the Beripture, and from it we
loarn how intense should be our feelings, and how
painful is the continuous conflict. When by grace
we were led to Christ, we crucified the flesh with
its passions and its dosires (Gal. v, 24), thus
appropriating the wondrous fact that we were
reckoned and have been orucified with Christ
(Gal. il, 19). This orucifying was a definite act—
it in not repeated—we are not exhorted to crucify
again—it is assumed that the crucitizion necessarily
leads up to death (and the brevity of humar lifo, a8
a fow hours, is indicated). Hencs we are to view
ourselves as hanging on a tree, publicly testilying
that we deserve a ourse, going through a time of
pain, snd making manifest a righteous retribution
on the flosh that crucifi<d our Lord. No Romuns
crucitied us. The deed woa personal : we must hate
our own selves in this sense. ‘'Tis not enough to
suffer troubles, to be crucified. How solemn an
event s being born from above, and how {at-
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roaching ite consequences. Ilaving a new life,
how deliberately wo have sot the old one asido.

Baptinu tygicully ropresonts a similar condom-
nation of self, but it containg the tigure of voluntary
burial, followed by death and resurrection, which is
not suggetsed by crucificion. That is not death.
But it is, as wo bave seen, a pledye of douth. Its
tmmediate rosult is inability to use the flesh as
before, mingled with prin and rejection.  The
child of God is vlsewhery regarded as bearing the
oross the world lays on him, s.e. on the pathway to
physieal martyrdom, dying daily, and being ready
to lose his life for Christ. That the majority of
His redeemed should comfortably go through their
days, and dio » natural death, was never suguested
by the l.ord Jesus, but rather the contrary. But
this figure of bearing the cross, though equally
forgotten, in quite distinot from beiny crucified by
one's vwn hands. Many are the divine utterances
and figurcs that show us our appointed position :
we must consider each. Crucifirion is at onco a
denial of eradication, and ol allowing sin. It thus
witnesses agninst two errors. There is no sleshly
Jrecdom afier orucifixion. The piercing of hands
and feet is most emphatio in this connexion. And
Gal. vi. 14 has a further meaning—no attraction
toward the world is allowed, and the world is
condemned (¢f. Heb. xi. 7) wnd its influence
refused.

And now that we are going on in the believing
life is there nothing beyond crucifizion ? Yes,
much. There is the buffeting of 1 Cor. ix. 27, the
mortification, which is not past but present. Two
words emphasize it, and they both have a siniilar
thought : —nothing short of speedy death, of all sin
can be well pleasing. The command of Col. iii.
is thus another blow against fleshly perfectionism
and eradication. But if any twist the Soripture to
excuse their evil propensities becausec of such a
verse, they litlle know the pasn ot mortitication,
nor the upirituality which regards the tiniest speck
of dust almost as & heam, because of grace received.
Rom. viii. 18 explains that this mortification can
only be done spiritually, and that it should go on
constantly, and that, as it continues, we may bave
the assurance of salvation, Much used to be
written concerning the mortification of sin. An
unhecoming lightness is now provalent. And senti-
mental expressions, and poetical surrender seomn
more acceptable than this path of holiness. And
yet the stern words before us are in Rom. viii,
whioh is often wrongly separated from Rom. vii.
And in both verses there is an allusion to the body,
indicating that as the temptations in Eden and the
wilderness alike were linied with that which is
physical, Batan atill works bavooin this way. We need
to check our natural feelings, for godliness may bo
bindered by & good appetite; and physical indulgence
may, as in the case of Sodom’s inbabitants (Ezek.
xvi. 49), of David, and the rich man of Luke xvi.,
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be & stopping stone to further iniquity. The
inspired words about Sodom need repetition —** This
was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness
of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her
and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen
the hund of the poor und needy.” There is much
similur transgression to-dny, and the child of God
by mortification is to live * solf-denial.”” * Bell"
has so many abuses und disguises, that great grace
s needed, but if, by graco, wo seck to detect the
beginuings of sin, wo shall find that our gracious
God will enable us to have the vielory. In scoord
with this, one sees tho value of persccution, and
can enter into the words of Deut. viii. 10, and
Prov, xxx. %, 9: —but we should not need porsecution
to make us godly.

But, dear friends, let s not merely talk about
these things. Are we, in the Lord's might, now
mortifying the cruoifiod flesh—to hurry, as it were,
its death? The crucifixion of tho flesh necessarily
hampors us, and the morlification wearies, so that
we fail to do tho complete work that we would.
Like artists wo see the error of our work, and are
not satistied. This is a key to Rom. vii. Thetime
spent on fighting the flesh seemns to wtop other
sorvice unto the lord. Therolore, it we are rightly
in communion with the lord, these meditations
will muke us, though willing to remain lHis
appointed time ou this earth, look yet more earnest-
ly for the Coming of our lord Jesus. Then we
shall he like Him, aud free from all sin and
temptation, presented unto Himself. What »

rospect is thus pus before us as s stimulus.
urely in its surn this thought urges us to mortify
the tlesh yet more. We have recsived a new life,
and have the gracious working of the Holy Bpirit
to this end, and the glory of our Triune God
thereby. Let us not be slothtul, for the days pass
by, and the glorious Coming of the Lord, with His
solemn Judgment Seat, draweth nesr. May we
continually prepare, as befits those saved by blood,
and made for ever the children of God, that they

may act as such.
Yours earnestly in Christ, all by grace,
Percy W. Hewawup.
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YOUNG'S ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE.

This help to Dible Study, showing where God the Hi

Spirit has used the same word, though differently
can now be supplied. —Cloth 19/-, Hall Leather 14/, Half

“ i d. But these ial are only
Moroooco 16/-, carriage Wc:hdlbomilm

for about anothier month.
prayerfully consider.
PERCY W. MEWARD,
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