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QUTLINE:
' 1, Adam and the Covenant so soon dbroken,
2. ¥an hefore the law of Moses,
3, God's marvellous dealings with Israel,
4, The life of Christ,
8, The present dispensstion, its contrasts snd antliecipations,
6. The future, in measure revealed to believers, through Seripture,

"A Dispensational Ontline”, I do not want to draw distinctions where
God has not drawn distinotions, nor to oultivate the faculty of arranging
Seripture in men-imagined struotures, to suit preconceived notions, %e
want a subjection to what GOD has set forth, Need I say'ét the outset
that God is One, He changes not, and His way of sslvation 1s one. ¥hen
we remember this and when we ¥now how .He granted to His saints of olad
fore-views of what He would do, we cennot hut reaiize that those who lived
under the lsw were not only “saved by the Gospel™ 171 might use the words
in a wider sense, bdut they had certain heart-ACQUAIRTARCE with the Truth
whioch we understaend as the Gospel, The Spirit of God gave them a measure
of anticipatory lnatruction, I helleve you will agree with me that Serip-
ture marks out only one position, only one time of PROBATION in conneation
with God's work upon this earth, Adem was on probation in the garden,
Ever since then men have been under judgment, - I had almost said repro-
bation, were not the word specisally used in a narrower mesning. Bellievers,
on the other hand, are not under probdation, but lifted up in Divine and
eternal approdation, heving become the righteousness of God in Christ,
Probation is strictly limited to the period in the garden, That this period
was a dispensation distinet from all others, every child of Cod will AC-
knowledge., Then we come to ask ourselves the aquestion, ¥hat other ar
rangenents doces Seripture set rorth? I want to take the broader ones
vhich are definitely mgiked, only prefacing the thought that these have
sub-divisions, In Rom. 5:14 we read, "Death reigned from Adam to Voses",
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It 18 plain, therefore, that the period from Adam's 8in to Moses 1s in
some respects viewed dy God as one, VWhen Moses was privileged by God to
dring Israel out of Egypt he led them to Sinai and there the law was glven,
which was 8 ecovenant with the nation, What dilspensation follows from
Mosea? Does Scripture give us any key? I think 8o, In Luke 168:168 we
read, the law and the prophets were until John, I teke 1t that there we
have the dispensation from Moses to Christ, The law and the yrophets are
here mentioned togathe:ﬂl Elgewhere in Matt., 22, we have two commandments
from the léw, and at onoce it is sald, "On these two commandments hang all
THE TAW AND THE PROPHETS", and further in Rom, 3 where we have the new
dispensation emphasized by a repeated "NOW", "But NOW the righteousnesas
of Cod is maenifested”, "To deolare at THIS time His righteousneas™, Where
we have these repeated illustrations of Divine enphasis that a new dis.
pensation has atarted, we also find, "Being witnessed by THE LAW ARD THE
FROPHETS", I take therefore the law and the prophets as one dispensation,
dut what is the foree of Luke 16?7 Surely it 1s to dring dvefore us the
new dispensation 1ihked with the ¥Xingdom. Since that time the kingdom of
God is preached, As Matt, 11:12 puts it "From the days of John the Bap-
tiat until naw the Xkingdom of heaven suffereth violence..,.for all THE
PROPHETS ARD THE LA¥W prophesied until John", John's ministry was some-
thing likxe Sammel's, The conclnsioh of that which went before and the
introduetion to that which came afterwards, Samuel was the last of the
Judges, and the first of the prophets, and he anointed the king, John
was the last of the prophets and the forerunner of the Lorad Jesus, who
baptized Him; therefore introdueing a new sapest and the kingdom of heaven,
In the light of Matt, 13, end the parables, I cannot but feel the present
vdiapeneation 18 the kingdom of heaven, and at the very end of Acts in
the 28th ochapter we have words that remind of Iuke 16 « "Preaching the
kingdom of God and teasching those things whiech concern the Lord Jesus
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Christ with all confidence no man forbidding him", But a day is coming
when there will he & Divine alteration, Matt, 13 tells as that in the
ending of this age the tares will he gathered, the angels will gather OUT
OF Christ's kingdom all things which offend, and they whieh do iniauity,
"Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun”", They do EOT shine forth
now, Thé manifestation of the sons of God 1s future, "Then shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father", I take
it therefore, bsloved friends, that the future dispensation is the king-
don of aur Father, The manifest kingdom, whereas now we have as Rev, 1
beautifnlly words it, "The kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ"”, then
it will be the kingdom and glory of Jasus Christ, May I suggest we have
then brought before us the- dispensation in Eden defore the fall, Then
from Adsm to Moses, Then Isrsel's position from ¥oses to Christ, John 1
implies these two dispenaationg. The iaw was given by Yoses, but.grace--
snd truth.came by Jesus Christ, Text we have the present dispensation
for which John's ministry was preparatory; for John's m;nistry was by no
means Judaistioc, He may have beoﬁ 11nked with the por£er of John 10,
"To the...the porter opensth®, I wonder how many of God's people have
followed the precious parabdlesS of John 10, In K John 10 you. first have
‘the porter opensa, the Shepherd comes in and leads His sheep OUT, They
are all in the fold, and He leads them out. The second parable has nothing
of a "fold" at all, and does not hegin with leading QUT, dut with leading
IH.. Ko longer 1s there a porter, no longer is there the door of the sheep-
FOLD through whinsh the sheep some, but there 1s the Fersonal Door of the
sheep, The first parable in John 10 is dringing out from Judaism, The
second parable 1s bringing into the fellowship of God's Son, A spiritual
unity, not only a fold, The word "fold" is wrongly used in our transla.
tion at the END of verse 16 ("flook"), John's ministry was not Judaistie,
to return to that point, He referred to the Lamb of God Who taketh away
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the sin of the world, He emphasized Christ as baptizing in the Holy
Spirit, and the baptism in water was, as 1t IS, definitely against all
theories of law. law deals with a men in the flesh, it must do so. The
law and the prophets were until Johm, John is not viewed as being part
of the old dispensation, BSome of us have already been seeing this evening
that John's baptism was with a view to the name of the Lord Jesus, and
this exaotly fits in, John not only pointed out Christ and prepgred for
Christ, but John 1is marked ouxkrom ?he 0ld dispensation, John is associ-
ated with the Brideéroom Whose friend he was, Baptism is the burial of
the flesh and doea not helong to &n earthly calling, It ocan only bdelong
to that which is heavenly, and that which sets aslde any thought of dee
veloping, training, edusating, or lmproving the flesh, So far we have the
broad distinctions,

We come baok now to notice the first dlspensstion, ™Adasm and the
Covenant so soon broken”", There was a law given to Adam; this 1s plainly
implied by Rom, 5, for sin imputed shows there is a law, but sin was im.
puted for there was death, "The wages of sin is death", "Of every trese
of the garden thou shalt freely eat, dut of the tree of the nowledge of
good and evil thou shalt not eat of it for in the dsy that thoun eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die", Here was a law given to Adam, I have
heard it sugrested that Adam was not under a Covenant, My own dbelief is
that we shounld Seripturally ceall this a covenant, and that linked with
Adam we all have Yelonged to the covenant of works bYefore we are 8ssoci-
ated in the covenant of grace, That whioh is earthly i1s hefore that whieh
is hesvenly, That which is natural before that whioh is spiritual, EXCEPT
from the Divine standpoint, Chosen in Christ hefore the foundation of
the world, We were loved before we foll, and loved though we fell, and
loved out from the fall with e love that will never fall, Hosea 6 illus-
trates thet whioch we have Just noticed. In verse 7 (mergin) "But they
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1ike Adam have transgresased the covenant, there have they dealt treacherw
ously against Me", Adem was not DECEIVED, he definitely droke the covenant,
Though he was in honor he 4id not pass the night, My own hellef is that
he sinned on the Sebhath day, Created on the sixth day he sinned bdefore
the sun had risen on the Sabhath, and therefore he no longer remained in
honor, Instead of sudbduing the beasts he heoame like the heasts that
perish, and God did not step in to improve a fallen creature, He 414 not
give man another chance, He A4id something more wonderful, If man had
received another chance, there would have been & further possibllity of
falling, and more than a possibility; but God had a secured salvation,
that the promise might be sure to all the seed,

But now we come to consider the condition after man had sinned, He
was driven out, hut clothed with a beautiful type of salvetion - the
soats of skin, Cain and Abel were the first two who were BORK 1nto a
ruined world, Cain hetes and slays his drother, and Cein is in fear,
He believes he will dbe slain, and God says, Ko, Cain 1s not to he slain,
Why i1a this? Hbfe is 8 striking 1llustration of the way in which man
vas being tested without law, Romans 5 reminds us that a law was not
given to fallen man, in the full sense of the word, until Yoses, Man
wag tested without, True there were different sections of thls period,
One section from Cain to the flood, another from the flood to Abraham,
and & third from Abraham to Moses, OSurely the dispensation suddivides
into those three, Every child of God can see there is a difference after
the flood, even though the period 1s stlll from Adam to Moses, Arrange.
ments are there made to deal with certain sins, 1If anyone slays another
after the flood the rule 1s.given that he must he killed, This was not
80 bdafore., OCain is distinotly told there will not be the death penalty
upon him, We are rominded in Romans that the wages of sin is death dut
the death penalty is held dack from Cain,, Why? DBecause it is to bhe evi-
dent that man 1s tested without law, Why then does man die at all from
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Adam? Romans 5 tells us, hecause man is linked with Adem., This acoounts
Por the tromendous stress on the repeated words "And-he aled" in Ben, 5.
Put does the thounght that Cod is deeling with man apsrt from law prevent
God from ARY dealinga? By no means, God deals with man in conneotion
with certain forms of punishmont, "Thou art curased from the ground", not
here the death penalty, dut "thou art cursed from the ground”, What does
this mean and imply? "A fugitive and » vagabond shalt thou be in the
earth”, Xot the death penalty, The wages of SIN is desth, If sin is
imputed there must he death, God deals with the sin in certsin ways,
tut not giving the Geath pemalty. I have left out certain words to which
I wonld now call your attention .very dcfinitoly;’ "When thoun tilleat the
grownd 1t shall not henceforth yleld unto thee her strength”, Here was
another reminder of ain, Cod gave certain reproofa'und rehukes for that
which was against all prineiples of rightness, but the aeath penaity vas
held back, and this is the more remarkable, let me again remind you of
the stataﬁént in Romans "The wages of SIK I3 DEATH", The state of the
earth before the flood was more terrible than we oan easily concelve,
¥hen Lamech called hls son Foah, he sald, This same shall comfort us con-
cerning our work and the toil of our hands because of the ground which
tﬁe YLord hath cursed, dut after thé flood God digtinctly deolared, "I will
not again ourse the ground any more for man's seke", "While the esarth
remaineth seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night;ehall not cease”, There are far more blessaings on
the ground now than existed, I belisve, in detween Cain and the flood,
But man was s8t1ll before the law of Voses after the flood, and very little
of law was given to Noah, If there was sin, there was the word of ocurse,
Tor Just as there was & curse on Cain; at some time after the flood there
vas a curse on Cansan, "Cursed he Canaan®™, In what way? "A servant of

servanis shall he bs unto hls brethren”, How was Cain further judged?
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He hec-me & vagabond and a fugitive, The people build a towsr after the
flo0d4, What was the result? ?hey becama végabonds and fugitives, Here
we have marked out that the law was not yet glven, tut let it be noticed
the diapensation is full of reminders of human failure, Put God pioks
out Abrsham, in accord with His eternal love, Abraham in the last
section of this dispensation 1s preparatory for the dispensation of law,
Inasmuch as to Abroham 1s not only given a promise, but an anticipation
of law, in the covenant of ciroumcision, for if anyone wss ecircumcised
he hecame subsequently a debtor to do the whole law, Cirocumcision was
not of ¥oses bhut of the fathers, Chfiat deoclared so, But it was never-
theless linked with the law, and preparatory to the law, Abraham was
not cironmcis&d until he HAD BEER Justified, Bellevers who are blessed
with believing Adrsham are linked with him BEFORE the Jews, and we tell
the nation of Israel this preoicus faet, "We belong to Abraham before
you, #e helong to sbraham the uneircumeised, “ut bvelieving, men who was
declared righteons, You come in afterwards., XNow the prineiple of Sorip-
ture 18 plain in Galatlans, If & promise is given, the law which is
subsequent cannot disanmul, The law fherpfore to Abraham eould not ais-
ennul the promise, Thanks be unto God, THIS looks back to eternity. The
covenant of grace in connection with our blessed Lord Jesus could not
be disanmilled in comnection with the fall of Adam, The purpose of Cod
according to eleoction must stand, God has planned to bring many sons
unto glory, and He will not Ieave them half way there, e will not forw
sake the work of Him hands, no¥ alter the thing that has gone out from
His mouth, He 18 in one mind and who dan turn Him? &nd ve rejolce in
that which is ordered in sll things snd sure, for this is all our salva-
tion, and let 1t be all our desire, Abrshem was thus definitely mri-
vileged when God took him, and called him alone, and promised %o makae
from him a ¢great nation, and in his secd to bless all the nations of
the earth{ The earthly seed of Abraham sojourned in the land of Canaan
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215 years, then sojournedrin Egypt anofher 218 yoars making the 430 exactly
bisectad to which the later Soriptures refer, 4An 1llustration of the fmet
thét God has no chance, There is a "method" in all His dealinga, e is
never a moment too soon, Ile is never & moment too late, Then arrived
the remarkadly appointed time when Israel mst come out of Egypt., Ex, 12
words 1t thus - "It came to pass at the end of the 430 years, EVEN THE
SELFSAME DAY, it camé to pass that all the host of the Lord went out from
the land of Egypt", "The selfname day". God will not be changed by
cshanging oeircumstances, Isarael were thus a dlood-redeemed people, They
were hrought through the Red Sea into the wildarness and in the third
month they arrived at the wildernesa of Sinal, A% onoce there wams given
a hint of a oovenant, "Now, therefore, if ye will obey My voloe and keep
¥y covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasurs unto Me ahove all people;
for all the earth 1is ¥ine", Mark the "if", mark the word "Covennnt", "And
ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests end a holy nation", Those words
ocour in ) Peter 2 WITHOUT ARY "IF", Grace HAS dealt with the "ifta",
"These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel,
And Moses came and oalled to the elders of the people and laid hefore
their faces all these words which the Lord commanded him, and ALL the
people answered TOGETHER and said, All that the Lord has spoken we will
40, 4And Moses returned the words qf the people unto the Lord", Then we
~ fing, in the arrsngemonts for keeping the people away from ¥ount Sinai
which. was altogether on a smoke, the Lord deacended and CGod spake all
these words saying, I am the Lord thy God, And then we have the ten com-
mendments regarding which in Deut, we.read, He Adeclared unto you His
COVENART whioh He commanded you to perform, ten commandments, and Re wrote
them upon two tehles of stone, A4As tho-Scriptnre tells us He added no
more - in the covenant (Deut, 5:22), Here then was a covenant made with
Israel, a definite arrangemqnt that they were to he adedlent to God and
Xeep His words, "Thou shalt", "thou shalt not", If they were obdedient %
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1t would be theilr righteousness, and they would be His peculisr people,
Several times ever they eald, All that the Lord hath spoken §ILL %B DO
and he obedient, but we know how they failed,, under Mount Sinsi itself
breaking the very first commandment, and having other gods bdefore Him,
These wordé of the ten ocommandments were written on two tabdles wﬁich were
oalled the tables of a COVENART, The ark that ocontained them was called
the ark of the covenant, Here then we have the dispensation with Israel
concerning which Deuteronomy 26 writes thus, "This day the Lord thy Cod
hath commanded thee to do these statutes and Judgments, Thou shalt there-
fore keep and do them with all thine heart and with e&ll thy soul, %Thou
hast avousched the Lord this day to be thy God, to walki in His ways and
to keep His statutes and His ocommandments and His judgments, snd to hearken
unto His volce, and the Lord hath avouched thee thié day", Not merely
the one literal day there spoken becsuse this was at the end.of the-40
years, Ve read of the DAY of testing in the wilderness, At the hegin-
ning of it there wasgs a covenant and you recollect how we read that there.
was & further covenant in the land of Moad, just hefore they orossed over
Jordan, I refer to Deut, £9:1, Returning to Deut., 26 which seems to

include the twofold covenant, "ind the Lord avouched thee this day
to be His peoulier people as He promised thee, and that thou shouldest
keep ALL Hls commandments end to make thee high above all nations which
He hath made in praise and in name and in honor, end that thou hayest be
& holy people unto the Lord thy God , aa He hath spoken", Here then are
the two parts of the covensnt respecting Israel, 40 testing years and
the nation is marked out at the beginning and end as God's peoulisr peopls,
Then they went through varilous experiences, We have 1t marked out in
Acts 13, that for 40 years God suffered their manners in the wilderness,
But then He gave them Judges adout the space of 450 yoars, Add the two
together and you have 490 years until Ssmuel the prophet, Afterwarad the y
desgired a king end God gave them Saul, and so forth, Saul reigned 40
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years, David 40, and Solomon 40, 1If you take the time from Saul to the
captivity it 18 490 yesrs agaln, 490 years of tha wilderness and the
jndces, 490 yeara of the kings. That they had & kingdom for 490 years
is marked out plainly, for God sgm they had not kept the Sebhbaths, So
that Hoe at onoce took Sadbath years for the lend, 4As long as the lend lay
desolate 1t kept Sabhath, How many years did God take? 70, showing they
had been In the kingdom 490 years, 8o we have two 490's as we had two
215's, & Divine work end order, God was mever a day too late, it was
slways the self.sanme day, How remarkable that we have this stress throughe
out Serinture, We cannot see all the dates, we do not, but God has &
rlan, and God has & purpose, He gaye them prophets during the xingdom,
it was still the time of the law, The prophets directed to the law, True
they showed the people that outward keeping of the law was vain, that
there must bYe the circumcision of the heart, DBut we find, for example,
the Saddath which was so necessarily the very kernel of the law emphasized
by Isalah, emphasliged by Egekiel, emphasized in the d@ys of Nehemiah, when
the remnant returned from captivity - emphasized as God's holy,Sabbatﬁ;
The Sabbath was distinotly.declared in the books of Moses to be a apecial
part of the oovenant, ILet me read you the words, "Therefore the children
of Isrsel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabhath throughout their
generations, & perpetuanl covenant, It ia a sign hetween e and the
children of Israel for ever; for in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, and on the seventh dry He rested and was refreshed, And He gave
unto Moses, when He had made an end of ocommuning with him upon Mount Sinai,
two tables of testimony, tables of stone, wxiften with the finger of GCod,"
Beloved friends, this i1a auite clear, The law was still continued in
days of the prophets,

It 1s intereating, moreover, to notice that in the beginning of our
dispensation, in the begihning of our section of a dispensation we have
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something notable, The first dispensation in E£den was linked with eating,
After the fall, we have a stress at once on eéting. "In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread”, In the Seotions of the dispensation from Adam
to Moses the same thought comes into prominence, Imrmediately after the
Tlood there 1s the instruciion as to eating, When God brings Abraham
very manifestly to the covenant in Gen, 17 almost at once, in Gen, 18,
God eats with Adraham, In connection with bhringing out Israel from Egypt,
preparatory to the covenant, there 1a the eating of the Passover Meal, I
need herdly say now that as to the new covenant there 1ig eating, and the
future dispensation will bYe linked with the Marriasge Supper of the Lambd,
In Zden there was no sserifice, 1t was not needed when man was unfallen.
Ags soon &8s the new dispensstion was intreodueed "Unto Adam and his wife
aid the Lord God make coats of skin", In connection with the law being
given on Sinal, 1mmadiantely after, when failure was humanly acknowledged,
vwe find these words, "An sltar of earth shalt thou make unto ¥e'", The
present dispensation was lntroduced in.commsoction with the Blood of the
new covenant, And in that future day there is the stress on the Xarriage
Supper of the lLamh, as well as the buildfng of another earthly temple in
which there will be retrospective saorifices, Since man has fallen, thers
is the need for the Saerifice, All the types point to the Antitype in
Whom Hlis people are wondrously accepted,

We would pass on heyond the wonderful deslings with Israel to "The
Lire of Christ™, with the ministry of John the Baptist, preparatory to.
the present time, The kingdom of God was then preached a&s. at hand, the
Lord Jegus meking quite clear that the huilding of His church was future,
"on this rock I WILL build Xy ohurch®”, The term "Kingldom" is somewhat
wider than the term "Church", and the church is 1linked with the dispensa-
tion in which the YARIFEST kingdom ig rejected, The yreseﬁt time 18 that
of receiving the Xingdom of \God as & 1ittle child, The future is that

of entering into it in manifest fulness, Whosoever shall not receive it
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a8 8 l1ttle child shall not enter into it., Iet me msgain remind you we
have the kingdom nnd patience of Jesus Christ, THEZN will be the kingdom
and glory. The Lord Jesus at the beginning of His ministry made oclear
there was to he & new arrangement, In the address on the mount, IHe re-
ferred to the o0ld time rules, and five times over He showed that His ocom-
mandment was exoeeding dbroad, Did the law forbid killing? HR fordhad
words and thoughts whieh were the germs of killing, Did the law forbdid
imnorality? HR fordad 8 look which was grievous., Did the law forbdid
false awearing? HE forbad all swearing, eand s’ll atanding up as to one's
rights. For the forvidding of awearing 1s not merely the forbvidding of
the aation, but the fdrbvidding of the prineciple, even the principle of
swearing in legsl redress, the clainming of eivil power, and the Lord Jesus
dealg with that f;rsf“before He speaks of the change "An eye for an eye,
and a tooth for a tooth"™, The believer surrenders civil power firat, end
before he surrenders military power, The order 1s Divinely appointed,
The fifth reference 1s to the old-time arrangements which are summarized,
"Thou shalt.love thy neighbhour and hate thine enemy, Then come the
strixing words, "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despiteflly use you and
persecute you", It hes well been said that if & nation sought to ocarry
out "the Sermon on the Yount" ii{ would find existence impossinle, "The
Sermon on the ¥ount" ig impracticedle, URLESS we are individually in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus &nd laying up treasure -in heaven, But
have we nothing to do with the earth? Undoubtedly. "Ye are the sslt of
the earth”, "The salt" - not laying up treasure on earth, btut the sait
of the earth, It 1s in the Address on the Mount that the Lord Jesus says,
"No man can sorve too masters”, Here 1s the absolute devotedness whieh
exinte, and whioh Ilis people should seeck by grace to render, The address
on the Mount views the future kingdom as to come, "Thy Kingdom come”,
This fits in with Matthew 13, Then shall the righteous shine forth in
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the kingdom of their Father", It is to oome, but the iresent dispensation
i8 one of suffering and rejection, The Address on the ¥ount does not
have a Jewish aspect, It 1s in langusge understood by Jewas, dut not with
& Jewlsh aspect, It deals with the denlel of the FLESH., It begins with.
the statement "Blessed are the por IN SPIRIT", The law had carnal ordie
nances of the flesh, imposed on men until the time of the roformation,
It could not make perfeect as pertsining to the consoience, The bdlood of
bulls end goats and the a&shes of an helfer sprinkling the unoclean, ssneti-
fied to the purifying of the FLXSH, There is nothing of purifying of
the Tlesh in Xatithew § 4o 7, The message hegins, as we have seen, "Bles-
sed are the poor in spirit". The whole langusge 18 the aetting sside of
the flesh, and we have those whose possessions are in heaven, whose eyes
aré on heaven, and who are doing the will of their thher Which 1a in
heaven, The very passage ends with &k a reference to ¥milding on THE ROCK
which the lLord Jesus afterwards explains in Matﬁ. 16 in a church oconnection.
I xnow it has dYaen saild that the disciplea! prayer in Matthew 6 does not
8ay, "In the Name of the Lord Jesus™, and does not in so many words refer
to atoning blood. We must never forget that the Lord Jesus Christ had
man& things to asy which the dlgsciples were not able to hear when He first
spoke, and when He subsequently said,"Hitherto ye have asked nothing in
My Kame", Ke by no means condemned the previous prayer which He had taught,
He declared that in the then future everjthing was to be asked in His Name,
not chenge of works dut change of mode, in ascord with the further 1light
that He was THER granting, So when we now, as disciples, enter into the
diaciples' prayer, we present it IK HIS EAME, and all our petitions, and
all our pralises, and all our devotion, The present dispensation ws realize
to be one of a holy separatednsss, There are many strikxing "Now's" whioh
I would commend to the Lord's people. John 12, "ROW is the judgment of
this world, now shall the prince of this world be cast ouf“. "There 1is
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therefore NOW no ocondemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,” "ROW
the righteousness of God without the law is manifested being witnessed
by the law and prophets." In other &ges there was not made known the.
nystary of Chriast, "as it 1s NOW revealed unto H{ls holy apostles and '
prophets in the Spirit", The present dispensation 1s one of the heavenly
oulling, a8 Hebrew 3 expresses 1t: "The above enlling" in thq words of
Phil. 3, We are strangers and pilgrims acoording to 1 Peter 2,
Our oitigzenship 18 in heaven, as Phil, 3;20-2) may remind us, Hence an
entire contrust with old arrangenen ts, not bvecause God has changed, but
becauge God is munifesting Himself In different ways, end proving in
every dlaspensation His love, ARD MAN'S FAILURE, The first dispensation,
Eden, terminated in fallure, The dlspengation from idam to.ﬁoaes termia
nated without any encouragement from the Ilesh of mén. ile notice the
condition of Israel at the END of their diapensation, and it is prophesied
that this dlspensation will pass out with the olimax of aivilization in
the wiockedness of Antichriast Man tested without law, undér law, under
grace, and in glory, when the kingdom is revealed, proves %o be unimprov-
ably bad, "Except a man he born I'ROU 430VE he eannot see the xingdom of
God", The only hope 1is in the new creation, The end of all PLESH is
continually marked out, that no flesh shoulld glory in lis presensce, The
prgsent dispenaation thorefore 18 a contrast with that of Iarsel as to
the prieathood, and as to the kingship, As to the priecthood, for ALL
redeened ones are¢ prilesta now, Thare ig no earthly temple. There is no
caste of levites, Thers are no arrangementa for'olothing, nor are animal
Sacrificea presented; no musical instrumenis are arranged, 7To no earthly
land d&o children of God bhelong. - They belong to the city that hath the
foundationa, They look for a better country, that is en heavenly., Hence
a8 they are aloof from the world's musie and aloof from Judaistle ritual,

they are, 1f obedlent, aloof from all govermmentel arrangements; civil,
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equally with military, - aloof from all; for the Lord Jesus Christ said,
'Yy kingdom is not of this world, If My kingdom were of this world, then
would ¥y aservants fight. 3ut FOW 1s My kingdom not from hence'. Hence
belisvers in the present dispensation have not any warrant for copying
David with respect to the temple worship, or with respect to his rilitary
prowess and governmentsl arrangements, Nor can they even take the position
of a Daniel, for the asubsequent words Are clear, "RCH"ia the judsment of
this world", This had never taken place defore,

The future Alspensation 1is nearing, In the present time we antlei-
pste 1t in the Lord's supper. We look forward to the Marriage Supper of
the Lamd, Every Lord's day we anticlpate the day of the Lord, By graoe
we are brought into the new covénant in advance, for Jer, 31:31-34 tells
us that & new covenant shall be made with the house of Israel and with
the house of Jndah, wheﬁ the Lord shall bring again His people, and the
Salvation of God shall come out from Zion, and out of Zion also shall go
forth the law, Then will Ile heal thelr breach and their wound, In that
wondrous dispensation there will %e the unveliling of the sons of God,
because of the unvelling of Jesus Christ: For when Christ Who 1is onr
-Lire shall have boen menifested then shall we also appesr with Him in
glory, Ho will not be manifssted without His people, He loves them with
a love that will not allow of this, The changes will %he mérkéd in that
day. Phyaslcslly there will be striking changea, Among thé animale, "The
wolf and the lambd will lle down together™, 2As to vegetadbles, instead-or
thorn and bdrier will bte fir end myrtle, Hosea 2 seems 1o sum-up the
change in heaytiful langusge, "In that day will I mske a covenant for
them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of the heaven, and
with the creeping things of the ground,..I will betroth thee unto Me for
6VBIr .4 In that day, I will hear the heavens and they shall hesr the
earth, and the earth shall hear the corn and the wine and the o01l;
and they shall hear JezrelRl", Jeareel refers to God's sowing., There
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will be & handful of corn in the top of the mountaing, the fruit thereof
ghall shoke 1ike Lebanon. God will crown the year of His goodness, and
Iis paths will érop fatness., If we look nhove the animal and vegetadle
oreation, - the light of the sun shall be seven-Told, and the light of
the moon will be as the light of the sun (Isa, 30:26), But the arrenge-
ments which‘are changed in nature, when the ereatlion 1teelf shall be delie-
vered from the bonduge of corruption inte the glorious liverty of €hild-
ren of God, will have thelr psrallel governmentally, The passage to which
I have alluded in liogsea 2 at once &adds, "And I will dresk tﬁe‘bow, and. .
the sword, snd the battle, out of the esrth, snd will meke them to lie
dovm sufely", Ve thini of Psalm 46, when He ehall_reign ¥Vhose right it
15 to relegn, even from sea to sea, snd ,,. Ne shall he glorified and we
shell be glorified, When He relgns, WE SHALL reign. When He Jjudges ve
shall judge, not hefore, 1 Cor, 4 18 olesr on this point, The future
dispenaastion is one of the Lord's exaltation. The Lord ALOFNE shell be
exalted in that day, Tot that 08ll will te perfect. There will he retro-
speative sucerifices, even asmong Isrsel, for those who are ignorant, and
out of the way, The earthly priesthood implies this ns Heb, 5 'shows,
that & priest has compasasion of the ignprant and on those who are out of
the way. Among the nations there will not he fulness of devotlon wnto
the Lord, ‘fe read in one Scripture, "The strangers ghal]l fade avay, and
be afrald out of thelir close placesM..eeeceesee.they will yield felgmead
. obedlence, Iis sceptre will be ... of rightness, no sin will he tolerated,
vut He will rule with a rod of IRON. The frince of pesce is thus ALSO
marked out, A King shall Telgn in rightecusness and princes shall rule
in jgdgment, and 1f the simmer he there; the . siimer & hundred yesrs o0ld
shall be accursed, It is written: Wisdom and ¥mowleldge shall be the
stabilitﬁ of thy times, and the strergth of salvations, The fesar of the

lord is Fis treasure., DPut there m&y be some who wlll not come up to Jeru-
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salem, and upon them shall be the plagus., FNow is the dispensation of
Codta grace to Hig people enlled out from all netions, and not of the
world, even as Christ is not of the world, - and the dispenaation of
forhearance to the world, for the goodness of Cod leadéth to repentance,
And He mekXeth His sun to shine upon the evil and upon the good the sendeth
rain upon the Jjust and upon the unjust, But then it wi}l be different,
If the poeplé of some nations go not up, upon them will be no raié. B¢
the people of IZgypt come not up, upon then shali be the plague, Then
will be & dispensation of righteoué Juldgment as dlgtinet from thse present
time when God walts to be gracious, Thet will he a time of wondrous
climax, but, boyond it there is still something more, in what sesms to
"he sugcested by the dispensation of the fulness of times., God will head

up all things, (the conecluding 7 lines are not leéible;)
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