No.

55

“IF YE THEN BE RISEN WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS
WHICH ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST SITTETH ON THE

RIGHT HAND OF GOD.”

COL. 3. 1.

MATTHEW 24.

An Address (revised) at

61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate

23rd August, 1915

by
PERCY W. HEWARD.




#55

VATTHEW 24.

An Address by ¥r, P, W, Heward
At 61, Uptbn Lane, Forest Gate

23rd August, 1915,
Resd Luke 21:1-20,

Matthew 24, Merk 13, and 'Luke 21 are largely parallel, but no
Seripture is unnecessary. I suprose we shall be of one mind, beloved
friends, that in none of these chapters have we the complete address
which our Lord Jesus Christ gave. Each one contains extracts. The

narrvative we have just read in Luke lays a great stress upon the dex-

struction of Jerusalem., It speaks of Jerusalem compassed with armies

in the past. The Lord says not a word there about the abomination of
desolation, the language is cuite distinet from that in Matthew 24, We -
Tfind very similar expressions as to fleeing from Jerusalem as those
which are used in Matthew 24 for flight thence, when the abomination
of desolation is set up, showing that the one event was the type of
the other event. Some have confused the two, they have even dared to
say that the coming of Christ was at the siege of Jerusalem! Nay,

the past destruction of Jerusalem was a picture, a figure, a type, a
prophesy of the future "destruction" of Jerusalem: - The destruction,
or capture in the future to be cuickly followed by restoratior, for
THEN shall the Lord reign in Mount Zion before His ancients gloriously,
That the wording in Luke 21 concerns the destruction of Jerusalem is
clear, because in the 24th verse it declares, they shall fall by the
edge of the sword, and shall bhe led awaj captive into all nsations,

and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled, Here is a plain statement that a great

gap comes in Verse 24, The paggage goes on from that which we
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commonly call 70 A,D, to the FUTURE time when, as the 25th verse at
once adds, there shall be signs in the sun and the moon, and the stars,
and upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity, and sea and
the waves rearing, Plainly here 1is a future c¢limax, though SOME of
the events may have been or be anticipated before the time of the end,
The paradble of the wk fig tree comes in Luke as well as in Matthew,
but 1n2&ifferent context, and with a slightly different phraseology.
But one thing is clear. 1In all three Gospels prophetic teaching 1is
practionl, We noticed when we read Luke, the first word was, "Take heed"”
and the last words are "watech ye, therefore, and pray always that ye
. may be accounted worthy te excape all these things which shall come
to pass, and to stand bYefore the Son of man, In Mark 13 the first
word of the discourse is "Take heed, and the last word, "What I say
unto you, I say unto all "Wetch", So 1s it in Matthew 24, and unless
we are studying spiritually and practically, we shall be studying in
a way that will bring no value nor profit, We NEED the guidance snd
applying of the Holy Spirit, If we are the Lord's blood-redeemed peo-
ple, mr the dbright hope of His Coming back should fill us with joy,
in the midsqgf a gin stained world, So should we ever be on ouf
prayerful guard lest in these perilous times we be deceived by any-
thing® around us which would take our minds off Christ. But Matthew
24 is the record which specially comes before us to-night, or (shall
I rather put 1t7) SOME aspects of Matthew 24. Every one who has en-
Joyed that Chapter will bear testimony that there cannot be a FULL
study of Watthew 24 in one evening,

Notice that the disciples were looking at the dbuildings. Christ
was thinking of the destruetion of the bduildings, and of all whiceh
would last, in a spiritual sphere, They were so surprised at His
words that some of them came to Him privately, and asked, When shall

be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the age? Tell us when



-3-
shall THESE things be, AND what the slgn? Here are two cuestions, the

Lord gives the two answers, The first cuestion was respecting the de-

struetion of the temple, There shall not he left a stone upon a stone,
When shall these things be? The other ouestion was distinet, What
shall be the sign of Thy Coming? Here is the special word "Parousia”

“which literally signifies "seing beside" or "presence"., A word which
is well Xnown to believers in connection with the eplstles, and whieh,

I suppose you will not be surprised to krnow, occurs among the Gospels

only in the Gospel of Matthew which is the one Gospel to mention the

"echurch", The Parousia is here brought before us definitely in the

Gospel of Watthew, but we rust not nurry on to the sign of the Parousis,
When shall THESE things be? We know that the "these" things sre past,
Does the Lord Jesus Christ indicate this?, if so, How? "This" would

lead us to a word study. Bidle word studies are elways beautiful,

there is not s single mispiaced word in Seripture., There is not a single

word where you could use a better one, To say anything else is only

to show igrorance and sin, The more one studies the Scripture one must

feel that God has no mere synonyms. Every word is the best word in the
best place. How then does this chapter speak of "this" and "that",

You.know, beloved firends, how WE use the words "thig" and "that",

"This" i3 near me, "That" is further off, ﬂnd the use of language

thereby shown existed in the ancient Greek. Will Yyou therefore care-

fully notice that the ouestion concerns "these things", which are like-

wise mentioned in chapter 23:836, We read on and we find the word

"these™, the contrasted word "those" are used again and again, Verse 8,
Al]l THESE are the beginning of sorrows. At once we fee}, Does such a
statement look backward or forward? Plainly with the expression "Al1l
these™ it looks backward., The context implies this, Now we domprehend

the Lord answers their first question in verses 5-8. Is the word "sign"
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used there? No, Is the word "coming” found there?  NWo. Do we resd
of the end of the age in those verses? No, They are the verses which
refer to THESE THINGS, We read on and we reach, for example, verses 19
- 22, THOSE days, THOSE days, also in 29, THOSE days. "THOSE" is the
plural of "that", Here then 1is the contrast., At least from verse 15,
for verse 19 looks back to verse 15, - at least from verse 15 we have
"those days" a contrast with the "this", But what is jJust dvefore
verse 15? "And then shall the END come", Now we realize the BEGINKING
of sorrows up t1il1l verse 8, the end commences with verse 15, The
intervening period is in verses 9-14, - Verses which are marked by
the word "many" : - Many bhe offended, many false prophets, shall ceceive
many, the love of many shall wax cold, But whﬁt is the pointing out
word in the intervening verses? Is it "this" or 1is it "that"? 4s to
times and as to troubles it 1is neither, dut as to persons and as to
truth it is "this", In verse 13 we read, He that endursth unto the
end, THIS ONE (it is rendered "the same"), this one shall be saved,
Verse 14 And THIS Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world, So we realize that w in verse 13 and verse 14, which both lead
up to the end, it is implied that khough these days will change to
those déys, 8111l unto the end we have the same "this" of persons, and
the seme "this" of the Cocdpel. The times change, the "this" of the
versons in Christ does not echange, The "this™ of the Gospel, this
Gospel of the Kingdom, 18 not altered. The same Gospel] But we have
noticed the section beginning with verse 15 déals with "tggse days",
Does IT mention the Coming, the Parousia? Yes, in verse 27, "So shall
also the Coming of the Son of man be", H2re then we have brought hefore
us the answer to the second auestion of the diseiples, We find the very
language in verse 30. Then shall appear The SIGN dut now we have a
little difficulty., Verse 31 is plainly a climax, Verse 32 begins
with the word "but", it is rendered ™ow", "But learn a parable of the
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figtree, Or, mofe foreidly, "From the fig-tree learn THE paradle”;
- the parable the Lord has put theré; - teaching is found in every-
thing of nature, When the branch is yet tender and putteth forth lea-
ves, ye know that summer is nigh, so likewise ye, when ye shall see all
these things know that IT IS NEAR even at the doors, Verily 1 say unto
you, THIS generation shall not pass t11l all THESE things bhe fulfilled,.
Here again we have the "this" and the "these" introduced hy the word
"but", The passage was literally fulfilled, The "these" things came
true, for that generation, in & physical sense, For whét is a genera-
tion? I am not now apeaking of human statistics, What ié.a genera-
tion according to Seripture? God was grieved with that generation,
and said, They do elway err in their hesrt, and THAT generation had to
be destroyed, Their carcases must fall in the wilderness, How long?
40 years, 40 years 1s a genaration, Adbout how long from the dsath
of Christ to the destruction of Jerusalem? Just about 40 years,
Literally, exactly, prorhetically, the prophecy came true, The para-
ble of the fig tree has a further aprlication, The destruction of
Jerusalem was a type of the future, You recollect that we saw in
Luke, that something which the Lord in Matthew applies to the future
abomination of desolation, was applied to the past surrounding of
Jerusalem with armies., In like manner that which in Matthew refers
to the past "It 1s near, at the doors" is in Luke's Gospel applied
to the future, - "The kingdom of God is neer", Quite a different
eipression. But, you say, how about THIS GENERATION with regard to
the kingdom of God? This generation is in ILuke employed in a moral
sense, The same evil generation was unimproved, and is unimproved
and will be unimproved till the kingdom of God comes (Luke 18:8) Thus
there is a twofold meaning to the expressior "this generation", Just

as to the threatening which reached Adam, In the day that thou est-
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est thou shalt surely die, He diled that very same duy, - morally. But
8 dey is with the Lord as a thousand years, and his hody died within
the thousand years. No man ever reached a thousand years, Several.of
whom we know resached over 900, but never the dey of the Lord until the
day of the lord shall come. So the wording of Seripture is perfeet,
¥ark in Matthew how immediately after the parable of the fig tree,
another "but" comes, Verse 36 - & "pbut", why a "but"? "Of that day".
Here is the CHANGING BACK to the "that", So we have a wonderful struec-
ture., "This" verse 4 to verse 8, Then the interval and the "that"
period up till verse 31, then "this" again, verses 32-35. Afterwards
we return to "that", Now it is remarkable that with respeet to the
"that" periods we find a peculiar stress on the word "then”, I believe
I am right in saying it occurs 9 times in Matthew 24, and 8 times in

Matthew 25, which is a continuation of the same discourse. There

should be no chapter brsak, Mark several occurences of the word "then":

- Yerse 9, Then shall they deliver you up. Verse 10 then shall many
be offended., Verse 14, Then shall come the end. .Verse 16, Then let
them which are in Judea flee to the mountains, Verse 21, Then shall be
great tribulation, Verse 23, Then 1if any man ghall say unto you. Verse

30. Then shall appear the sign of the Son of men, and THERN shall all

the trihes of the earth mourn, Verse 40, Then shall two be in the field,

Chapter 25:1, Then shall the kingdem. of the heaven be likened. Verse 7
Then all those virgins srose, and so on, Now the word "¥hen" does not,

mesn "AFTER that time". There is a distinet expression for "after" in

verse 29, "Then" means "at that iime" and here we have a number of "thens

£ referring to different things at different times. If "then" is léft
out we must be careful hefore we say there is a chronological sequence,
Yay i i{llustrate what I mean in Verse 30? THEN shall appear the sign
of the Bon of man, and THEN shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,

and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds i of heaven
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with power and great glory., Does that meen that they mourn before
they see Him? It does not say so., It does not say, And AFTER or even
NEXT they shall see, and THEN He shall send His angels with a great
sound of a trumpet. Is this sibseaquent? Sudbsecuent to their mourning?
Seripture does not say so. Rather when the word "then" is left out
and we have the linking word "and", we have a suggestion that the seii#s
things take place at the ssme time. In other words the trives mourn,
the Son of man comes, the elect are gathered at THE SAVE TIVE. The
link with "and's" would suggest this, Surely we can see that Sceripture
1s worded perfectly.

Now Coming hack to the first section, verse 4-8, We do not here
have the nations, but A NATION against A NATION., That is the Roman
nation primarily, against the Jewish nation. This was strictly end
literally fulfilled, The Lord ever keeps His word, After the mention
of the BEGINNING of sorrows we have the trouble of the Lord's people
among all nationsk- verse 9, But, thanks »e unto God, His Truth 1s
preached for a witness unto all nations, verse 14. The reriod of 9-14,
is still going on, The Lord‘

S people are KOT to seek popularity they

are NOT to be led astray, they should be careful of their love waxing

cold, they should seek to endure, it is their privilege to emphasize

the one precious Gospel, and then, says verse 14, shall the end come,

A great many mistakes have been made through the belief that the end
must necessarily bhe a point of time. There are two words for "end"

used in this Chapter. One of them undoudtedly does NOT indicate s

point of time, but a period of time. The ending of the age is a
preriod, I believe, of 3% years., It i3 an expression which occurs in
Matthew 13 where we read, verse 39, The harvest is the end of the age.,
Our English version, "the end of the World" is apt to econfuse. The
world goes on for a thousand years after this, with Christ as its

g€lorious King. The harvest is the end of the age, but the harvest is
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not viewed, either physically or spiritually, as a matter of a moment.
If you look at the paradle of the tares, the Seripture is distinet.
Let both grow together until the harvest, AND IN THE “TIV#& OF HARVEST,
not the moment of harvest, I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together
first the tares and bind them in hundles TO burn them, It does not say,
Gather them and burn them first, Gather them first, the burning takes
pléce afterwards, Bunt gather the wheat into My-gérner. The tares are
gathered three and a half years before the wheat, but they are not
burned, gathered TO hurn, is the Divine statement, The expréssion
"end of the age" does not occur, I believe, outside Matthew's Godpel,
but we have a similar expression in the epistle to the Hebdrews where
we_have the end of the age8, referring to the Lord Jesus Christ appear-
ing in the end of the ages to put eway sin, The Lord Jesus was mani-
fested'to Israel when John babtized. For how long was He manifested
to Israel? I think it is usually acknowledged - three and a half years,
The ending of the ages was & period of three and a half years then and
the end of the age future is a period, I believe, according to Serip-
ture of three and a half years, This may help us with respect to Mat-
thew 24, The sabomination of desolation 1is set up the bdeginning of tlre
end of the age, and I venture to say at the bdeginning of the end,
using the other word for "end", The link of verses 14 and 15 seems to
imply this, Now when is the abomination of desolation set up? Accord-
ing to Daniel 9 1t is set up in the midst of the seven years, that is
for 3% years., The Lord gives instruction to His disciples with resgect
to that period, He tells them that if they are at Jerusalem to Tlee

from Jerusalem, Now this is'remarkahle, and very encouraging, You

look in this passage and you find no mention of any other city or eny
other district dut Judah, The abomination of desolation will he at

Jerusalem, consecuently those in that locality are mentioned. Others

will not have the = same fleeing, Different Seriptures give different
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geographicsl views, but it is deeply refreshing to know that there will
be & numher of believers in Judea, Beloved friends, I believe that
this solemn war is leading up to such a blgssing. Look at the number
of Israel now to he found 1n the land of Palestine, Prodbably at the end .
of the war many more will migrete thither, and the Lord has promised a
reviving in the last days, and He has shown us here that many of Israel
will be ineluded, - many in the land of Judea, "Pray ye that your
flight %e not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day™., "Oh" some
have declared,‘"ﬂere is yroof that it is speakiné to JENS who keep the
Sahhath", It is speaking to some who will NCT keep the Sabbath, for it
says, Pray ye that your £light he no% on the Sabbath day, implying
that i1f the event did come on the Sabhath they would flee, - dut a
Jew could only go a Sahbath day's jJjourney. It does not say, Pray ye
that the time of your flight meay not ocome or the Sabbath, since then
you could not flee, because you are Jews, but implies difficulties from
WITHOUT, Hence it says, pray ye that your flight be not in the winter,
- not because iP was wrong to flee in the winter, but because the win-
ter would stop them., So, not hecause it was wrong to flee on the Sab-
hath, but hecause there would be hindrances from without, F¥OR, adds
the next verse - (the Holy Spirit explains why they are not to wish to
flee on the Sabbath) - FOR there shall be great'tribulation. We can
well realize that if the Jewish people have a Jewish state once more,
a8 they probably will have soon after the end of the present war, they
will make it very unpleasant for delieving Jews who seek to flee on ¥m
the Sabbath, Can you not picture to yourself what the scene wounld he
in Judea at such & time as this? If you know anything of history you
kﬁow what will happen among the Jews when there is an attempt to put
an idol in their temple. The whode nation is in a ferment! Now, sup-

pose the believing Jews are attempting io leave Judflea, what will the
unbvelieving Jews say? "These traitors will not unite with us to fight
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against those who are putting their image in ovur temple! They are fal-
ling to the enemy", There will be the bitterest oprosition, Oh the
Sabbath day that opposition would bde the bittérest o8 all, They would
not find conveyances to take them for their flight., The religious Jews
-;%uld te desrdrate against them on the Sabbath for fleeing away., Serip-
ture shows a great revival of orthodox religion among the Jews, - not
acceptadble to God, dbut very religious. The nation will have sacrifices,
they will bring their sheep, they will bring their oxen, 1Isa., 686
rrophecies this, All is clearly marked out in scecord with Seripture,
Vatthew 24 fits in with other parts of God's truth, "Except those days
should he shortened, there should no flesh be saved, but for the elect’'s
sake those days shall he shortened"™ - not shortened ‘eyond what Pro=-
phec& says they will be, hut made short, That is, they will only be

3% years, not 1260 years, s some have interpreted it. Seripture will
Yeep literally true, For the elect's sake, And in verse 24 "4{o de-
ceive, If possidle, the very elect", A beautiful neme suggestive of
grace, and inelusive of those who are saved, and those who are not
saved at thet period, but who WILL BE blessed afterwards, That is

the beauty of this expression, Iet me illustrate what I mean. During
the period of Antichrist an image will be set up, and all will be told
as in Daniel 3, to worship it, If any refuse, and if any refuse to.
have the mark of the beast upon fhem, there will be man's judgment at
least that will he the aim of Antichrist, But 1f they do receive the
mark of the heast they must be condemned for ever, and there are to de
people to live on the millennial earth, when Christ is King, There are
to be those who afe spared. Are they not spared hecause they are THE

ELECT? But can you call them the Lord's gegple during Antichrist's

reign? Some of them will not know Him at all, Some of them will be

surprised snd look upon Him Whom they pierced, and know Him for the
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first time, But they ars all elect,and for the elect's sake, He hath
shortened those days. Satan will try and lead astray the very elect,
INCLUDING all these, ¥ark the different language which you read in
verse 31, They shall gather together His elect, not simply the elect,
but the elect who are already claimed as His own. These are saved ones.
These are helieving elect ones, Do distinguish “etween "the elect"
and "His elect", Every word is perfect in the Seripture of Truth.
"The elqgt" is a wider term, to include those who will be hlessed
afterwards, "His elect"” - those whom He has claired as His very own,
Satan will do everything to hinder the Lcrd's work, and perticularly
He will teach at this period a secret coming of Christ. "Wherefore if
they shall say unto you, Behold He is in the desert™ go not forth,
Behold He is the secret chambers, believe it not, FOR as the lightning
cometh out of the east and shineth even unto the west, so shall also
the Parousia of the Son of man be." Not secret hut sudden, and in
visible glory, But what about verse 287 "For wherever the carcase is,
there will the eagles be gathered together", Verses 27 and 28 both
hegin with the word "for", and both read on from verze 26. The Lord
says, Do not beiieve them, there will be a manifest coming in glory,
He also says, When they say to you Behold He is in the desert, re-
member it is "Wherever the CARCASE is". You will not be going out to
a living Ldrd, you will be golng out to a carcase if you follow them,
and the eagles of judgment will swoop down on the carcase, You will,
if you go out to them, be only preparing for the eagles of wrath to
swoop upon you. The Lord's people will mount with wings as eagles, -
spiritually, and also be caught up to meet their lLord in the air;
bﬁt the eagles will swoop down upon the carcase, The carcase is the
econtrast with the living Lord., Here is Judgment, "Immediately after
the tribulation i?uﬁga%f ays shall the sun be darkened and the moon

p g
;:ﬁ;ll fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken",
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This is plainly}parallel with the sixth sedl in Rev, 6, where we have
the BEGINNING of the day of the Lord, "For the great day of His wrsth
is pome". Now we reach a further thought, Immediately after the tri-
bulat ion of those days there comes the day: immediately after the
t2ibulation of those days the Lord appears, His eleet are asaught up,
THE dey starts, Now that day is distinetly declared to he the day of
great climax of trouble for Jacob., It is the day of Jacodb's trounle,
so says Jer, 30, Compare Zech. 14, Behold a day cometh thy spoil shall
be divided, the city shall be taken. The people go into capitivity,
There shall be the DAY after DAYS, The day of the Lord 1; connected
with judgment, with wrath. Listen to another verse, For the day of
vengeance is in Mine heart," Never, beloved friends, have you any
mention of wrath or indignation in the bYook of Revelastion till the
Day of the Lord starts? Only when the saints are caught up at the
sixth seal does wrath begin, Rather I should say, we have the wrath
of Satan that 13 mentioned, the Lord's people must go thr;ugh the
mx wrath of Satanm, but what does that matter when they are deltivered
from the wrath of God? Delivered from the judgment of God, they can
bear all the onslaught of the enemy. They can bear all the attaek of
the evil one, for the Lord says, I give unto My sheep eternal life,
and they shall never perish neither shall anyone pluck thgm out of My
hand, So in 2 Thess 2 the apostle says, I beseech you, brethrsn, by the
parousia of oﬁr Lord and our gathering together unto Him, that ye be
not soon shaken in mind to think that the day of the Lord has set in,
You are to have the parousia which is after the tribulation of those
days, but before, and as, the day starts, The day is a day of clouds
and gloominess, - other Scriptures bdear this out. The Lord's redeemed
will then be caught up., That time will he the period of the hour of
which Seripture spesaks very definitely. So will the redeemed be with
their Lord; from one end of heaven to the other will they he gathered
together., He shall csll to the HEAVENS from above, and to the mARTH
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that He may jJudge His people, Some saints will be in heaven already -
Paradise; others will be on earth, He will call to the heavens from
above, and to the earth, that He may Jjudge His people, Gather Xy saints
together unto Me, those that have made a covenant with Me resting upon
& Sacrifice, and the heavens shall declare His righteousness., What will
they declare? They will reveal Christ, the Righteousness ;f God. The
Lord's redeemed will all have on their robe then. The fine linen is
the righteousnesses of the saints, The heavens shall declare His right-
eousness, We are made the righteousness of GOD in Him, and helievers
will be cqught up from earth and the heavens will declare His righteous-
ness, as that passage shows, At once, after mentioning that time of the
Judgment Seat of Christ, "For God is Judge Himself”, and tﬂat He will
vindicate His people, - at once Psalm 50 goes on to speak of dealings
with Israel. So is 1t in Rev, 7. A4s soon as the day of the Lord be-
gins in Rev, 6 - dealings with Israel are seen in Rev, 7, There 1is not
the separation of Israel nationally as God's people till the redeemed
are caught up in the sixth unsealing, The Scripture goes on, beloved
$riands, though we have not time to consider it, but we do need to
notice the words of verse 44, "Be ye also ready". Verse 46 - "Blessed
1s that servant whom His Lord when He cometh shall find so doing".
Oh that if we know the grace of the Lord we may be ready ones, and
doing ones, looking for that Blessed Hope and the appearing of the
glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for
us that He might redeem us from all iniouity and purify unto Himself
a people to be around Him zealous of good works,

I might just add that the 25th chapter will help many in this
comnection, In the first parable we have the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb, the Bridegrpoom, In the sscond, the Judgment Seat of Christ our
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Lord, In the third, Christ's reigning on EARTH as King, The first
parable plainly speaks of a revivihg, THEN shall the kingdom of
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, not AFTER chapter 24:51 bhut in
that period, So there is to be revival among the Lord's people
(Cf, Ezra 9:8)., This is not after the Marriage Supper of the Lamb,
as verse 10 shows, Consecuently it belongs to the PRESENT dispensa-
tion. Mey the Lord's people enter into the beginning of Fatthew 25,
then will they experience the force_of Rev, 14 where we have virgihs

again, and they are characterised as following the Lamb whithersocever

He goeth,
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