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TLINE;
ULl 1, The Attitude of God's Servant. , ‘
2. "The God of Glory"; "The glory of God" (verse 53).
3, Yesopotumia and Haren; with hesrt-searching lessons,

Last time we ssw God's Servant Stephen, who was oyptrosed, o8 men
of God are alwsys opposed, - opposed particularly hy the foreign-born
Jewish undvelievers st Jerusaslem, ?hesé were the ones who were in some
regspecets broader than the oihers, hut 1t sppears on this oceasion they
took the*pééitlon of a most pronounced definite Jndaism. They showéd
themselves more intensely Jewish in their stress on the temple than the
very Jews of Jerusalem 1itself, They could not resist the wisdom and
the spirit of Stephen &nd so they told lles against him, and thus bdbrought
him in to the privileged position of which ¥Yatt, 5 spesks, "Blessed
are ye when men shall révile Yyou and persecute you, and say all nanner
of evlil against you felsely for My sake", The people, the elders, and
the serides were 'all stirred up, and Stephen wes bdbrought before the
council, It is enough for the disciple that he be as his Lord. Stephen
1s intensely unpopular., He is caught and hurried to the council. Can
you expect justice from the council? Ohly recently they have killed
the Lord of Glory, and they have bhesaten His apostles., How will Stephen

fare in front of them? How will Stephen witness in front of them? What

will he THE result? At f£irst when he stends there in front of the coun-
cil, false witnesses asre rsised up, snd these false witneséea, &s those
who witnessed aguinst the Lord Jesus, declare that the attack was on the

temple, . In the days of Christ their charge was, "He said He will destroy

the temple, and raise it in three days." NOW their utterance 1s, "This
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man doth not cease spesking words ageinst the holy place, and the leaw,
for we have heard him keeping on saying that Jesus, the Nazarene, THIS
ONE, -~ evidently uttefed contemptuously - will take down this place,

and will changé the customs which Moses gave #s a tradition to us". Here
13 Stephen in the midst of a bitterly hostile crowd, knowing full well
what is ahead of him, end, apparently, none of the Lord's people stand
‘st his side, I do not ssy this is proved, but the silence of Seripture
as to the presence of others till the end is very reﬁarkable. On snother
occasion Paul said, "At my first answer no man stood with we", In this
respect the disciple must sometimes be as his Lord, "They all forsook
Him, énd fled", Ah, bdut there is a blessed contrast, the Lord Jesus
took the wrath of GOD, and there is none of this for Stephen, or for
any saint, But how will Stephen fare in the midst of sueh a crowd?

Will he bhecome impatient, or will he retract? Neither., "And all that
get in fhe council, lodking stedfastly upon him, (lit. into him), saw
his face as it had been the face of an angel", And so he was, in the
~other sense of the word "messenger", a messenger from God. And they
looked stedfastly upon him, and they saw there was something-stfange;
there was something extraordinary about this man's nulet, calm, restful
&nd peasceful attitude. Later on we shall find that Stephen LOOKED UP
STEDFASTLY into heaven (verse 65), First they looked on hil stedfsastly,
but he did not so-much look on them stedfastly; he looked on the Lord
stedfastly, "We all with unveiled face beholding as in a gléss the
glory of the Lord are beling changed into the same fmege™ - here 1Is the
key. We understand Stephen's face now, They looked stedfastly upon
him; he was looking stedfastly upon the Lord. It is true that till the
last few moments it was only with therf faith, that he ssw, dbut tﬁe

eye of faith deserves more than asn "only" in front of it. It is a pre-

clous power to endure as seeing Him Who is invisibdle, Stephen, there-
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fore, is in front of the councll, charged with belng agsinst the Lord
and meking manifest what it is to_be in harmony with the Lord, His
face presches bhefore his mouthwvand all their hitter opposition only
gives & hackground for the displsy of grace., The high priest, the
natural spokesman, as when the Lord was tried, the high priest puts a
cuestion, "Are these things so?" More foreidly it is, "BUT the high
priest said”, He would break the - to him - pesinful silence which set-
tled down upon the council, as they saw that man in front of them, Those
who had attacked him earlier could not answer his words, and now they
find a diffienlty to answer his face, if I may so put it., That face
was an eloouent teétimony, and as they looked upon i1t they felt there
was something wrong, - with them, But the high priest would summon’ his
courage, (poor courage) would summon his opposition and would say, "If
these things are s0", - for I think there is something more then a aues-
tion in this first verse. The high prisst is ahout to make a further
statement, "If these things are so... But he geid", - Stephen stops the
high priest, and, as far as we know, interruptions of his holy interrup-
tion are absolutely silenced, till, at the end, men are cut to the heart,
and they gnash on him with their teeth, The ILord causes avhile a won-
drous sllence to dbreak over the erowd, No man can speak t1ill the testi-
mony 1s given, The Lord determined thst His servant's voice should be
heard, and the high priest's broken sentence

is the opportunity for the

unbroken sentences of the man of God, 4Ah, dear friends, the Lord can

rule a raging crowd, The Lord can rule the Sanhedrim, The Lord ecan

rule everything; His infinite power is marked out in these strange cir-

cunstances, - yet not strange, "If these things are so,.." What was fhe

high priest intending to adq? I suppose, words similar to those which

vere used in conneotion with the murder of our beloved Lord,

The high
priest rent his clothes,

"What need we any further witnesses? Ye have
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heard the witness, what think ye? and they all condemned him to be guilty
of death", "If these things are so", sald the high prisst, with a show
of justice, for there had been witnessiES according to the law, "If these
things are so", - then of course that man must be removed, the Jewish.
Sanhedrim csnnot countenance one who speaks egainst the customs which
they proqléim Koses gave by trsdition; but & voice interrupts, ag we
have Just seen, "But he said, Men and brethren and fsthers, hear", "Men,
brethren", a common mode of address, then, and not to be misunderstood

through sinful theories of & "universal fatherhood. "And fathers", be-

cause here was the assendbly of the aged men. of Isrsel, Stephen spesaks
with politeness, though not with the fear of men, There is a vast dif-
ference between the two, ™en, brethren, and fathers, hear", 'Hear at
once" ss the word suggests, for there is an urgency, but yet there is a
cuiteness, "The God of the Glory was seen by our father Abrahsm”, A

men with a face like &n angel can talk ahout the God of the glory., Herein
is a fitness, The men who utters these words, like Moses hss beeﬁ in
such communion with God, thet, as it were, the skin of his face shines,
but he does not spesk of himself., "The God of the glory", The Jews
thought much of the Shekinah glory, and rightly so, but in the sesond
temple they had 1t not. The second temple was the one then étending at
Jerusalem; about which, they ssid, this man speaks disrespectfully; -
-but this man speaks of the Cod of the gzlory., The glory which, was with-
drawn from them with its striking evidence that there was something
wrong in their experience and religion, was hefore and upon him; They
were clinging to the customs and this place, Stephen thought of the God
of the glory., The charge they made agsinst him had doubtless an element

of truth, As the charge resds, though we recognize there is misrepre-

gentation, I feel sure we sympathize with the one who is charged, BEven

his enemies' words acauit him, for they say, "He doth not ceamss" - a



. T
splendid testimony. I@_is s popr thing to be changesble, "Hs doth not
ceaée" they add, "spesking words against the place and the' law, and
changing the customs which Moses gave."” They have nothing here, like
we might have expected in such & charge, to be bdbrought against him, It
is true in verse 1l of chapter 6 they sasy, "Against Moses, and
against God", but, even there, Moses is first, 2And now in the charge
before the council, there is nothing about God, The PLACE is made their
£0d; the LAW is their exaltation; theCUSTOMS are their climax. The ser-
vant of GCD was against the customs, Those customs, which, they said,
Yoses gave, but some of them were ma¥ing the Word of God of none efféct
by their traditions, and the others were given by GOD through Uoses tc
Israsel in the flesh; God having a right to change them in a fresh dis-
pensation, But the CUSTOMS were the 1dols of these men, they ha@ for-
gotten the God of the glory. They thought of the place from which the
glory had departed, they thought of the customs to which they clurig with
ritualistic tenacity, but they.forgot the GOD of the glory. Stephen is
in harmony with that glorious God. The whole of the chapter brings be-
fore us the God of the glory; 1t emphesizes God's wondrousness, and it
shoﬁs the thread of His purpose, never in a tangle, though often velled,.
The chﬁpter begins with the God of the glory, and the msn who emphasized
the God of the glory was granted permission to see the glory of God; for
in verse 55 we read, "He being full of the Holy Spirit locked up stedg-
fastly into heaven and saw the glory of God", The glory was surrounding
the ark. Concerning the grandson of Eli it was said “Ichaboda - the
glory is dépérted", beeause the ark of God wes taken, The glory was
the glory of the Lord's presence. We remember Moses' prayer: "I beseegh
Thee, show me Thy glory", The passage there, in its context, shows
plainly What the glory of God meant, ' The cherubim that were in the
Holiest of &ll were called the Cherubim of Glory., They were in the
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glory, and linked with the glory, and Tzeklel well descrihes the Glory
of God with regard to the temple, Hence it was no meaningléss answer
to Btephen's words when the Lord granted him to see the glory, Stephen,
whom they say to be a speaker agrinst the Holy Place, is, ss it were, in
the Most Holy Place. They ssy he is against the law, and he brings the
charée againgt them, "You have received the law,'and have not kept 1it",
Let me repeat it they say he is against the place, nay, he is IN the
Holy Place, in thsat sécret place of the Lord's presence., God dqes not
give them the glory, but he gives it to the despised and reproached
Stephen, Here then is the precious thought "God dwelleth not in temples
made with hands", An earthly Jerusalem is not His center in the present
dispensation, dut He dwelleth among His people, of whom Stephen here is
a besutiful type. Kot to the Sanhedrim is the glory shown, but to the
spiritually-minded, and earthly rejected, child of God, I do ﬁot say
that our esrthly eyes will see, as he saw, the glery, but spiritually
there is a parallel, if we reslize the wonderful privilege of walking
in the light., "The God of the glory appeared unto our father Abraham,
when he was in ¥esopotgmia', Striking is this expression, "The God of
the glory appeared"”, He was seen, We read in CGenesis SOMETHING of the
way God hrought Abrsham out from Ur of ﬁhe'Chaldees,‘but here are supple-
mentary facts, The God of the glory aprpesred unto our father in Yesopo-
tamia, - Ur Qr the Chaldees was tharefore in ¥esopotsmia, "Our father
Abraham”, for Stephen does not cut himself off from Abreham. For they
that are of faith are blessed with belleving Abraham, But the God of
Glory appearéd unto him when he WAS (and the word "was" 1s emphstic) when
he wes in Mesopotamia, They said, "This place". The God of glory appeared
in THAT PLACE, God is mot limited to a-place, & They wanted to lsy a

stress upon their‘earthly temple. Stephen said, we will &0 back further,

we will go back to the first man who was made a Jew, - The God of slory
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sppeered to him in ¥esopotsmia, far away from the lend of Isrsel, far
away from chosen Jerusalem, God 1s not limited. It is not that a holy
place makes God, hut that God mekes a holy place. They were Qlinging

to the skeleton; they had not the reality., "Trust ye not in lying words,
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord
are these", "See ye not these things?.,.There shall not he left here

one stone upon another that shall not bhe thrown down", "Behold, YOUR
house is left unto YOU{% wildﬂrnesé) for I say unto you, ye shall
not see ¥E henceforth" ete, (g»wilderneséxwithout the Lord, The VOUNTAIR

of the house TRODDEN DOWN. Without the iord, 2ll 1s vain, The God of
glory makes a temple wherever He 1s; 1t is not that the temple causes
the glory. You will recollect how the Lord Jesus had dealt with this
same superstitious foolishness when He referred to the Pharisaic resson-
ing about that which was drought to the temple, "Whosoever shall swear”
these Pharisees said, "by the altar, it is nothing, but whosoever swear-
eth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools, and blind, for
whether is grenter, the gift or the sltar that sanctifieth the gift? Who-
soever éhall swear by the altar sweareth by it, and all things thereon,
and whose shall swear by the temple swesréth hy it, and by Him That
dwelleth therein”, They were thinking so much of the IT, they were for-
getting thé HIM, A like danger exists tdday. But Stephen refers back
to Abraham, before there was a temple or anythihg of thlg character, be-
fore Abreham was near Jerusslem, And he srys, as it were, I go up to
Abrahsm bYefore you, JLater, in Romans IV, Pasul continues the ssme argu-
ment, I may say here in passing, that I believe wheh men filled up the
&ap of the twelve and said, "Now we are cbmplete, the others must serve
tables", the Lord arranged that the first one of those who served tadles
wes brought 1nto.prom1nence as the PREACHING one, Thus the Lord would
show, as 1t were, how He would f£ill up the gap. but He 4id not £111 up
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the gap with this man, but with the one who continued this man's witness;
inasmuch as Stephen prepared for Paul's testimony, and FPaul was evidently
savéd in answer to Stephen's prayer, "Lord, lay not this sin to their
sharge", Stephen saw the Lord standing up, and next with regard to HIS
position, we are told the Lord was on the road to Damsscus, - surely HE
had come to save Saul in snswer to Stephen's prayer. The Lord had, g

it were, risen up to do this, at the end of the seventh chupter, But

to return to that which is in front of us, - Paul continues the witness
in Romans IV emphasizing the thought in view of those boasting in cirg-
cumcision, Abraham was declared righteous before he was a Jew, before

he was circumeised., The argument is likewise in Gal, 3, "We go back to
Abraham before you" ié his.answer to Judeizers, It is Stephen's plea
here, "The God of glory appeared unto our father Abrasham in YESOPOTAMIAM
HRhkm fx - 'the midst of the river', as the word means literally, and oh
dear friends, that is where grace meets us,.for it does not literally
mean "between two rivers", but "the midst.of the river", though the term
in usage suggests ﬁetween two. Grace meets us in wrath, and brings us
out," Except a man be born OUT from water" all is vain, "He sent from.
above, He took me, He drew me OUT of many waters", "Excep? & man be horn
out from water and (out from) Spirit" - for here is the work of‘the Spirit
of God, "he cannot enter into thé kingdoh of God". But infinite grace |
comes down to us in our ruined condition, comes down to us in our posi-
tion under judgment, and 1ifts us out. In the midst of the water, the
God of Glory appesred, in the midst of. the river, 8o whether you think
of Abrsham's position in a HEATHEN iand, where the God of Glory could
come .to one undeserving; or whether you think of the root meaning of the

term "Mesopotamia', you have spiritual lessons, That there ig great

force in the word "Mesopotamia", I believe, for}it'wuuld have been natural

to say in Ur of the Chaldees, THAT would have been & more literal ouoting
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of the Barlier Seriptures, but the Holy Spirit brings in the word "Meso-
potamia". Yes, Stephen was LED tb bring in that word "Mesopotamia™, that
its derivation might have a forceful meaning in our experlence. "In Heso-
potamia, before he dwelt in Herén", Here we have that which illustrates
the Barlier Scriptures, We kncw the story, or should knew it, in Gen, 11
and 12, There we read f{iratl these striking words, "These are the geners-
tions of Terah, Terah begast Adbram, Nehor, and Haran; and Haran hegst Lot,
And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in
Or of the Chaldees,..And Terah took Abram, his son, and Lot the son of
Haran, his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his gon Abram's
wife, and they went forth ﬁith them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into
the land of Canaan; AKD THREY CAFE UNTO HARAN AND DWELT THER&", How
‘much is wrapped up here in what is KOT said. We do not read of the. Lord's
instruction; we do not resd of the special message to Abram, but we are
t0ld Terah took Abram his son, Here was a NATURAL failure, for Abram
was rightly seeking to follow the guidance bf his father, bdut the Lord
had gpoken to Abram, hencé there was a mistake, "Terahafook Avrem his
son, &and Lot, and they went forth with them", TIHXY went forth with them,
There is something wrong, They went to go into the land of Canaan, and
they came unto Heran and dwelt there, Oh how many broken purposes there
are, Beloved friends, did you nof intend to be more earnest once; did
you not intend to go forward once more fully than you have gone forward?
Have there not Yeen hroken gurpases? Has there not been a going in inten-
tion into the land of Cansan, and only & reaching of Haran? There are
many half-way houses in the pilgrim path, which delay the spiritual pro-
gress, It 1is true the Lord waits,to he gracious, and He may, through a
painful path, bring an Abrahsm to Himself away from éll that would draw
aside, Yet how much time often we waste in a ngan. Oh that we might
be like Caleb; he "ﬂdli?ﬁ efter" the Lord, He filled the space that was
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made for him, dbut he never sought to control the Lord; he filled AFTER
the Lord (Deut, 1:36). Abraham was natural, but that was the pity of
it; grace is super-natural, The 12th chapter of Genesis goes on., "Now
the Lord had sald unto Abrshanm, get thee out of thy country and from
thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto & land that I will show
thee", The tense here used in our ENGLISH Bible 1§ evidently in the
light of Acts 7, .and undoubtedly sugrestive of truth, It is true thst
the Lord had said this to Abrah&m, but évidently the Lord said 1t again
in Haren, and to that further revelation Gen, 12 seems to point as well.
Or 1t MAY be the Lord did not gpeak again; 1t may he the Lord let Adra-
hem feel there was something wrong st first till Abraham felt he must
go forward; although even then he still clung to Lot. Unmindful of the
striking words of Isa. 51, how often we have acted in like manner, "Look
unto Abrahem your father,,,I called him alone”. Beloved friends, when
en Abraham is called, he may be held-baék by & Terah, and he may hold
to a Lot, but "I called him alone” will break the closest ties which
would bresk that which is closer, - the tic unto the will of God, "Be-
fore he dwelt in Haran", ah, solemn words, He DWELT, The same term is
employed in Matt, 2:23, and Matt, 4:13 of the Lord's dwelling in places
for a'considerable period, It is the same word used for thé devout men
dwelling at Jerusalem in Acts & 2:5, He DWELT in Haran, God had appeared
to him'first, and yet he dwelt, and not merely sojourned, but had & fixed
house, and gettled DOWK in ﬁaran. There are many Harans whieh will bid
for our favor., How often children of God_see the privilege of giving up
THIS, and giving up THAT for the Lord, and stepping forth to Him, without
the cenp, bearing His reproach, vut they find a Haran in’'a denomination
that 1s better than the one in which they were, or in some meeting that
has some characteristices which are beyond those which ensnared them be-

fore, and they embrace the Haran of a half-way compromise, instead of
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seeking only unto the Lord., You remember how that when there came wise
men from the east toward the Lord, that we read they said, We have sesn
His star in the east, and are come to worship him; and then we resd they
went to Jerusalem, and we are not told while they are there that they
pointed out the star to thosevat Jerusslem., They declded for themselves,
and they lost the star., When they had heard the king they departed,
end lo, the star which they saw in the east, went before them, Beloved
friends, if the Lord cells us to Cansen, and we go to Haran, we shsll
lose a blessing, If the Lord calls us to Bethlehem, and we go to Jerusa-
lem we shall lose the star, We need to have our eyes fixed upon HIS
will, and not OUR reaéoning, and to be-willing to give up all for Him,
And so we find that Abraham clung to associations that were natural, A
man's friends will usually be his worst enemies, to draw him most away
from the Lord, A man's relatives may oftentimes become his greatest
hindrances to draw awsy from the Lord., Abram was first held back by a
Terah, It was not till his father had died that he went on from Haran,
and then he kept to & Lot, t111 God drought him to see he must part even
with Lot, Lot came up to Canaan, it is true, but God said of Adraham,
I called HI¥, It is a dlessed thing to be called, There are some who
have followed Abraham outside the camp in some measure, but like Lot,
they have followed someone else, Abraham went simply at the Lord's bid-
ding., Oh, my friends, let our separation be at the Lord's bvidding, not
simply to imitate someons else, The draw-back, a continual draw-dack,
in all testimony for God, is the presence of those who, like Lot, have
never FELT THE LORD'S OWN, CALLIKG, To return to Aots 7, - "The God of
the glory was seen by our father Abrahsm", - not by Terah, not by Lot,
"And He said to him, Come out thou"L Our translation loses the force
of this, the word is in the singul&f, and the tense implies, Come out

at once, - "Come out thou at once”, and the flesh seeks to make it a
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n"Come out YOU a LITTLB LATER"., Ah, deer friends, thls is an alteration
of the fulness of Cod's ¥ord into which we sll so essily fall., "Come
out thou at once, out from thy lend"”, Here is a test, but the test nust
go deeper, ~ "And.out from thy kindred" "Out from thy land” - he must
glve up things: and "out from thy kindred", - he must Pive up persons,
and the latter tie 1s the closer, and the latter wrench the fullei.
"out from thy land® - here s s suggestion to children of God, Here s
an encouragement to those who sre in Christ, for here we hasve no con-
tinuing city, we seek one to come, ’"Out from thy land,.,.come into THE
land which I will show thee", Wot "thy land", out from thy land, The
child of God is made into & PILGRIM. He loses everything, but has every-
fhing because he has One Who is more than everything, "0ut from thy land,
and thy kindred", - "those who were born together with thee, and who
became togefher with thee" as thelword implies, Break, awhile, the "to-
gother" for a closer "together", To delay is to disobey, The Lord
tested Abraham further and further and Abraham stayed awhile in Haran
fo regret it after., The Lord would therefore give Ahfaﬁam a further op-
portunity of showing love, The man to whom He saild, "Come qﬁt‘from thy
¥indred” was the man to whom He sdid, "Take now thy son, thine only son,
and offer him"; this was e grester severance than from Lot., It was
grester, moreover, in the menner in which it was to be made, Not only
must thou withdraw from him, but OFFER him "upon one of the mountains
which T will tell thee of", The same wording, for the Lord meant this
toybe an echo of His esarlier command that was obeyed so falteringly,
HERE it is "Come into the land that I will show thee of", THERE - One
of the mountains which I will tell thee”, God dces not always say all
at once. He desires that His pepple shall trust in the dark, for WHAT

is the only true light, and so the Lord testa Abraham again, Will he

€lve up his only son? Abraham rises early in the morning, He does4not
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go and live in Haran for a few years first, He rises up early .in the
morning, and goes toward the district, and very place which God had told
him, and there is that resdiness until the lest moment, or the last but
one, for the Lord steps in, - "Now I know that thou fearest Ne", and
"He was called the friend of God", But reverting to our first passage,
"Come into the land which I will show thee" has & double thought to us,
It drings before us the prospect of seelng our beloved Lord in that day,
that land,. the better country, the heavenly country, for which (we are
told in Hebd, l1ll) Abraham looked, Im this sense ﬁe are to come out of
our land and to keep that land in view, but in another sense the idea
1s, give up the things of earth, and have simply what the Lord appoints
noﬁ. "A land which I will show thee", - we are not to choose for our-
selves, welare not to arrange for ourselves., It is enourh that the
Lord shows what the Lord has chosen, "As for God, His wey is perfect™,
That way may ofttimes be in the sea, His footsteps may not be known to
us, but His purpose is there, and He Who knoweth the wa§ that we tske,
also knows the way that He takes, and graciously says, "I know the thoughts
that I think toward you". He has a plan for us, and though, beloved
friends, He oft-times separates us painfully from things of earth, it
is that we me&y be useful unto Him, and to the pralse of the glory of
His grsce, There 1s nothing unkind in God's call to sepsration; rnor will
His Holy Spirit fail us; there is everything unkind to ourselives, and
to others, aé well &s ingratitude to.Him, in our feeble response to

His gracious call,
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