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As frequently, belcved friends, the questicns
which are asked, and the subjects which are requested,
have what we may call something cf apparent”ccntrcversy
in them. Ycu kncw what I mean. Cur gathering here is’
nct simply tc pcnder the same thing which we have heard
again and again, thcugh precicus are all the simple
things cf Truth. But we want mcre than milk; dc nct we
want strcng meat? Ncw Scripture ccntains much streng
meat, but it is ocncerning the deeper things of Gecd's
Word that Satan SEEXS to make bare controversy, yet a
dear child cf Gcd feels, "I want tc kncw what my
Father's will is, in such and such a matter™, therefcre
he brings up the subject at a meeting like this. Hence
at the outset I want tc make perfectly clsar that
"ecentrcversial"™ subjecte will never be excluded frem
this gathering. There are gatherings in which they are
nct sc fitting, but here they are apprcpriate. 3ut
thcugh we shall have ccntrcversial subjects, I dc hcpe
we shall never have ccntrcversial spirits. The
impartant thing is nct, %hat is the subject? but, What
is the Object? If we have the right object, if the
glory of Gcd drives personal pride intc such & pesiticn
that it cannot assert itself, then there will be no
oppcrtunity fer quarrelscmeness. Beloved friends,
though we have contrcversial subjects, we will not bave
mere controversy, for controversy means turning against
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end by the grace cf Gcd we want tc be, 1like the

cherubim in the holiest of ali, turned toward cne
another, because our faces are toward the mercy seat.

If we look toward Christ, we SHALL lock toward one
another. The cherubim never looked away frcm cne
another, and that is a deeply important thought for
believers in the Lord Jesus Thrist. We are tc seek tq
be one because we are one. For a unity to sesk to '
prcduce disunity is not only unspiritual, dbut illogical.
Let us seek to be what we are. The Hcly Spirit said tc
the Corinthian saints, That ¥e may be & nsw lump even
as ye ARE unleavened. "Be what ycu are" is an excellent
enccuragement to those who are the Lcrd's pecple. Sc
pressing forward toward the mark for the prize cf the
high calling, and lcnging toc BE vhat we are, to be in
that oneness whioh we have, if born from above, through
and IN our precidus Lord and Saviour %ho died for us,-
locking forward for the time when all the redeemsd shall
be brought together with that wondrcus blending and
binding which cadl never be unbcundor separated!

Lecking forward for that time, having a hepe set upon
Christ, we seek vec purify ourselves, even as He is pure,
and this means a purifying ourselves from all the "isms",
and thcughts, and crctchets which interfere with the
fellowship of the redecemed.

Beloved friends, controversial subjects MUST BE
PRAYERFULLY HANDLED, and in thet statement I think we
may have a double protest. It is possible to handle them
in anything but a prayerful way, it is also possible to
shelve them and refuse tc have them. By the grace of
God we will have them in our hands, but, first of all,
let us have a right hvart attitude towards the Lord.
What says the Scripture? What is Ged's Holy Spirit's
instruction for us? This must be the conditicn of mind.
We dc nct come to persuade God but to be persualed by
Bim. . We dc not coge infallibly, but by grace we ccme
humbly. We are nct to teach the Scripture, dbut the
Seripture is to teach us. We are not the critios, dbut
e vish the Truth to criticize. It is deeply important
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that every believer shculd be a learner. I saw an
advertisement the other day, "Learners wantsd", and I
theught how appropriate it was spiritually. Truly we
need learners, thcse vho are in a ccnditicn te learn,
learners because the Lecrd is the Teacher. Whc teacheth
like Him? Oh that our minds may be attentive that re.
might hear rhat Gcd the Lerd will speak to us this
evening, and that then we may not turn again to our
natural folly! Yes, fcr WE ALL have something cf
fcolishness, - cf only One could it be ssid ccntrarily,
CHRIST is the Wisdom of God. But the fear of the Lorad
is the BEGINNING c¢f Wisdcm, and if we have nct yet
reached the end, thanks be unto Gocd if we have ccme to
the beginning, That we may grow in grace and in the
kncwledge of cur Lerd and Savicur Jesus Christ, by our
subject this evening, is cur heart's desire,

Let us remember, next, that Truth is not variable.
Dc not misunderstand me. There ARE different aspects
of Truth. "Truth can be presented in different ways by
the Holy Spirit at different times.. Gcd dealt with
Adanm and those whc lived before the flcod in a
different manner frcm that in which He dealt with thcse
whe lived hetwesn Ncah and Moses. When the law was
given, a yet further manner of divine dealing was made
manifest. The law was given by Mcses, but grace and
truth came into being through Jesus Christ. A feesh
dispensaticn, nct sinply a law given, but grace and
truth came intc being in e Person, Who illustrated them
becth in their fulness, Absolute grace and absclute
truth in Christ! Here we find - nct a tabernacle tc
contain tables of stone, BUT the very .ord Himself,
Whc became flesh and tabernacled among ws, and we
beheld His glcry, the glcry as of the Inly Begctten
frcm the Father FULL cf grace and tmuth, cur belcved
Lord and Savicur Jesus Christ, Gcd manifest in the
flesh. Truth may have dispensaticnal aspects, bdbut
Truth is not variable., If Christ is revealed as God,
in the Later Scriptures; there can be nothing against
this in the Barlier Scriptures. If we have brcught
before us that Gcd had an electicn of grace in the days
of the apostles, ws must nct object tc that term
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election of grace in these fQays, when there is so much
quarrelling with the word. Truth is unchangsable liks

its Author, - "I am the Lord, I change nst, [Here is the
resting place of cur Faith), therefore ye sons of Jacch.
are not consumned™.

' Wa pass next tc congibfer the Tanguaege c¢f Soripbture,

I do not mean in general, bub upcn this deeply impcrtant
subjJect. You will commonly hear the werd "predestination”
uttered in the present day with a sneer.. We. are told of"
thcse whe believe in predestination, and so ferth. Dut,
beloved friends, it is deeply impertant thet we shceuld be
careful what words we refvss. Dces Scoriptuvre sveak of
predestination? If so, our hearts should bellave it,
befcre we can-unferstsnd 4t. It is not, "I belisve the
Seripture because I ses vihat it msans"; bubt (in this ocan-
neotion &s in all else), "IFf theu wilt helieve, them
shalt see.” "If anyone will to do His will, he shall Xucw
of the dcotrine”, and I hLelibve that we can learn more by
chedience a8nd suffering tlLan by human systems. Tnura %o
yeur ooncorlance and sec wvhether fcd emplcys the werd
"predestinaie’”, and tre words "elect™ and "election’.. See
if Seripturs speaks c¢f believers being chosen in Christ
before the ‘cundstion of the world. I wrocollecet yerrs agce
when one deisired to go fcrth tc¢ preach, that he csme Lo
certain classes.whioh the Lcrd graciously enabled, end
gseémed enthusiastic in this direction; and a caubticvn wss
brought before him that one shosld kuow waet he mas aboit
to preech before he began vo preach it, Tue guesbicn was
put, Dc you believe, .for exsmple, that Gecd chose His
people in Christ before the foundaticn of Hthe world? Oh,
he said, that is a guestion. Beloved friends, I hope
there are among us those to whom %thai is a FACY, Dbecause
God's Holy Swirit says so. "According as Fe hath chosen
us in Him before the founfation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame befcre Him in love,
having prefestinated us unto tke sonship, thrcwgh Joesus
Obrist unto Himself". Read thrcugh Bph. 1, and you will
find thare & CONTINUAL stress upon the wonfrous sourme of
81l Dbleswing to all redeemed, even Gcd's own uninfluenced
and unfathomed ohoice. The language of Scripture secms
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peculiarly definite in this ccnnection. Mark 13 speaks
cf the elect vhcm He elected, rendered in cur versicn,
"the elect's gake whem He hath chesen". Then we read

in 1 Thess. 1 "Xncwing, brethren belcved, ycur electicn
OF GOD". 1In cther words, the term election is associated
vith Ged, nct with man. HE ig the Ohccser, His neoyple
axe the chcsen, grace is the source. Take the ve
definite statements cf Rom. 9, where we have brcug 7
before us, in unequivceal language, that Salvaticn is

net cf him that willeth, ncr cf him that runneth, dbut cf
Ged that sheweth mercy. Oh hcw precious 18 that Divine
statement, "That the purvcse cf Ged acccrding tc electicn
might stand, nct of WORKS but cof Him That calleth™. And
th?e leads, belcved friends, tc a further thought. The
Hely Spirit knew that any deviaticn from this vas the
thin edge cf the wedge of salvation by WORES. Haence the
statement "Not of works, but cf Him That oalleth™., Dc
net misundérstand me. I rejcice tc believe that therse
are those vhc have been guickened in acccrd wich electing
grace, yet whc KNOW very 1little ABOUT eleoting grace, 2n?
scrnetimes althcugh they have spcken against eleoting
grace, and spoken as tc the possibility of believers
being lost, nevertheless ars themselves kept from being
lost, when they have spoken against it, by the electing
grace which they deny. One rejoices that believers are
not saved by their creeds, that salvation is ¢f the Lcrd;
and cne cf the most remarkable manifestaticns of electing
grace is the existencs of sc many vhc sSesm to kncw the
TLcrd whe have spoken against it, and yet thz Lord
patiently bears vith them If it vere not fcr electing
grace how could this continue? His marvellcus lcving-
kindness secures even those who have igncrantly spcken
against portions of His Owm Truth. 4h, dc we nct all
need te go softly all our days, for are there nct the
times of cur ignorance when vie have wandered from the
strictly accurate Scriptural expressions which have ncw
become preocicus tc our souls. The Lord save us frem
speaking unless we know the Truth. There is a time tc be
silent as well as a time tc speak. Let.everycne be swift
to hear, slow tc speak, is the precicus command cf the
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Hely Spirit through Jamess. But, belcved friends, if.any
denial cf slecticn is the exaltaticn of wcrks, hcw
serious it is. Yet that is the way in which we must
read Rem. 9. 11 "That the purpcse of Gecd according tc
electicn might stand, nct cf WORKS, but of Him That
calleth". The apcstle says elsewhere, that if faith has
enything of & natural human work in it, if salvaticn is
distinet from the gift cf God, then grace is no more
grace. We must not be Hlind as to these issues because
cf the faiilures cf many whc bear the precicus Hame of
our beloved Lcrd. We must rejoioe in the Divine
unveiling that salvaticn belcngs tc Him. All Scripture
confirme this, May I awhile leave out the words
"eglecticn” and "predestination"? The testimony is still
efinite. In speaking of this subject one often feels
that OTHIZR wcrds than those which are usually intrecduced
are oftentimes the strongest evidence. Ycu take such an
expressiocn ag in Bph. 2, "lead in ftrespasses and sins™.
Hcv, belcved friends, dc we accept it, - that the sinner
is dead ‘n trespasses and sins? If we do, Whc hae made
us te differ? Whc has made us tc live? Was there any-
thing in the dead soul that produced the first spark of
1ife? Nay. Then if there is such 2 thing as regeneraticn,
if thers is a Divine quickening, it must be that the
purpose c¢f Gecl according tc electicn might stand. The
language of Scripture, and the »lan c¢f salvation im»ly
tMis. They im»nly that salvaticn is not a human develcn-
mens, nct & human immrovement. He that believeth that
Jesus is the Chriet HATHU BIEBN begctten cf Ged. We are.
bern nct of bleccd, nor cf the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of a man, but out frcm Gecd Here we have that
vhich sets on cne side the creatures glcxry entirely.

The flesh prcfiteth ncthing, it is the Spirit That
guickene:h. They that are in the flesh are not able tc
have pleased God., GOD hath begotten us tc a living Lone
by the rssurrecticn cf Jesus Christ from the dead. Ivery
Serinture =hich emphasizes the »nlan of gslvaticn sho"s
that there must be God's eleciing grace. Mcrecver, this
is entirely in harmcny with Ged's "plan" THBOUGHOUT,
including histery. Prcvidential arrangements illustrate.
Leck throughcut the werld, nctice privileged England and
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down-trodden oentral Africa. Is there an equality?
Have we not haldl advantages as a nation, alvantages-
vhich cannoct bYe gainsaid? Did they come by chance?
or vas it that Ged was pleased so tc arrange? Tale,
cf all naticns, the natiocn ef Israel. The Lord did
not set His lcve upcen them because cf anything
inherent in them, dbut because the Lerd lcved them.
They were a stiffneocked pecple, but the Lcrd chese,
and that was sufficient. Beautiful are the brief
statements referring tc Gcd's dealing with Abraham:
I tock ycur father Abraham, I called him alcne. G&OD
ohese, it was HIS QOWN nurpcse in fulfilment cf His
‘promise that Je would tabernacle in the tents of Shem,
and the histcry cf Isiael, preserved as the crdinances
cf the sun and the meccn with & view tc a blessing when
the sunlight chall be sevenfold, preserved with a visw
t¢ that millennial day, when the Lerd shall be exalted
in the earth, -~ the histcry cf Israel bezrs its
unansweravle testimeny that Gcd checses. "I lcved
Jacchb” is the witness cf Malachi. "I am the Lerd, I
change nct, therefcre ye scns cf Jacob are not
ocnsumed". The WHOLE princivnle of Divine werking
shews that salvaticn, vhether individual or for the
naticn vhich will yet have Christ as its glecry, 1s
from the Lcrd in its Scurce, even as untc the Lord in
its result. _

I Feel, belcved friends, it is imrcssible tc do
juatice to this subjJect. I want that ycu should bring
up yceur difficulties and pcints with loving frankness
aftervards, that they may be ccnsidered in the 1light
cf Sceripture. I hone we desire to be neither
Calvinists nor Arminians, but to illustrate the grace
that hates all "isms™. We oall nc man cur teachér in
this sense, but desire to illustrate that we are the
children of Gecd by faith of Jesus Christ, fcllowing on
to know the Lord. I am persuaded that the frank
bringing up of differences or difficulties will help
toward & prayerful solution of them, but just now I
~would simply say this; it seems to me that the
majority e¢f cbjections to Goed's scvereign grace, te¢
God's electing lecve, are actually objecticns to
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Scmething else, namely, chjecticns tc the fact that man
is ruined. If ycu prchbe beneath the surface you will
find that very few object tc Blection. Why should they?
ElLecticn harms nc one. Hew can the picking of a man OUT
cf dcom harm anycne else? The real nbjecticn, at the
present day, is nct to electicn, though that woerd is

made a catchwerd cf sad controversy, - the real

objection is to that fact vhich 1s revealed in Psalm 51,
that we are shapen in iniquity, that we are bern sinners
by nature, dead in sins, until, as we read concerning
Paul in Gal. 1 "It pleased Gcd, Whc separated me from my
mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His
Son in me". IT PLEASHD G0D. Here is the Divine
deseription cf the vwhole plan of salvaticn. Is salvation
in Christ?® 1t was WELL-PLEASING that the fulness cf the
Gédhesd should be in Him., Is the Gospel to be prcclaimed?
Tt PLEASTD Gcd by the foolichness of the preaching (cf
the proclamation) to save them that believe. Ah, belcved
friends, we deserved ncthing but docm. Ackncwledge that,
and election is the cnly hcpe. There is nothing else but
infidelity cr universalism. Acknowledge that we were
pcer 1lcst sinners, dead in trespacsses and sins, only evil
ccntinually: acknowledge that there is in men nc natural
spark tc be fanned into a flame, but that believers are
bern again of INCORRUPTIBLE SZED which the Lerd vlaces;
acknowledge that if anyocne is in Christ there is a new
oreation, focr we are His workmanship having been created
in Christ Jesus: - and election must at once be .
reccgnised. But, oh, beloved frionds, to me it seem
very painful tc find sc many of Ged's dea® peonle deny
this. They deny it - professedly tc defend the

character of Ged. May I remind ycu that in this
nrofessed defence of the character cf God there is

human pride and a "being wise" BEYOND vhat is written,
aye, and against what is written. Ncr is the

character of Gcd defended by these human methcds. It

is cnly a shallcw mind vhich can REST in such a defence
of the character cf God, for if God's electicn be
daringly put cn cne side as wreng, Ged's fcrexnovledge,
in the weakest sense ¢f that wcrd "Poreknowledge™, -

God's Pecrekncvwledge that men wculd gc tc dcom weuld b2
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as nuch sgainst Iis character as the absence cf
electicin. Human theories hased ca such language as
"If I were sc and so", are cut of place. He giveth

nc acccunt cf His matters, Beheld bhese are parts cf
His vays, how lit:ile a perticn c¢f Eim is heard.
Faurthermcre, WE see thrcugh a glass darkly, and again
let us recollect the encrmiiy c¢f SIN which mekes it
rightecus fer Ged +o punish sin. HNc man is punished
BY electicn, he is punished for his SINS. But many
are saved by eleoticn becsuse their sins were laid
upcn the Lord of Glcry. Herein is love, nct that we
lcved Ged. And let me alsc say that I cannot use the
verd "ferekxncwledge". in its weakest sense. DPecple as
gocin as they see the werd "fcrekncrledge™ cften assume
that it means forexucvledge that they woculd believe.
Scripture never says sc. It is dangercus tc add, even
to the meaning of & werd. ©One cf cld well said that
electicn was nct because cf foreseen faith, but because
cf fcreseen unbelief. It is indeed precicus to
recollect, in this ccimnection, the Divine +ords, not
the eleciicn of Ged's faithful cnes, but the faith of
God's elect. Let us keep tc the Scripture crder, let
us keep to the Scripiture wcrds, Christ will give His
pecple crevns as SERVANTS, but SALVATION is sclely of
the Lcerd.

The effect cf God's unmerited lcve should be seen
in cur daily l1ife. ©Chosen that we shculd be hcly and
without blame, vhat mananer cf perscns cught we tc be?
e hath made thee to Aiffer, and vhat is it that thcu
didst nct recsive? A4nd if grace made thee tc differ,
if thcu canst say with Paul, BY THE GRACE OF GOD I am
what T sm, why dcst thcu beoast as if thcu didst nct
receive it? ©Nay, gc scftly all thy days, that there
may bs the manifestaticn c¢f that rich mercy. Dc we
remember the expressicn cf Eph. 2? His grace, nay,
mecre, - the riches of His grace; nay, the exceeding
riches c¢f His grace in His kindness tcward us. Here
is thé climax cf léving kindness; that vie, remembering
salvaticn is nct by works, might remember that there
are the gccd works in which we shculd walk about.
Elect, says the apcstle, with an idea of saomething
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ceming after. Ged has chesen you uate salvation THROUGH-
sanctificaticn cf the Spiriv and belief ¢f the Truth,
slect untc obedience and sprinkling of the blccd cf

Jesus Cnrist. This iz the Divine argument, Whcm He
foreknew He .did predestinate, tc be CONFORKEED tc the
im2ge ¢f His Son. ZHleotion 1s always linked with
holiness, nct a8 a cause buf as an effect. ZHvery
hellever on his knees saye that Ged chese him. You
eannot pray ascribing wscme ¢rcdit to self. Sovereign
grace will ccme out in pra{dr thcugh it may be left off
whe platform. When +he believer is bowing dcem befcre
1is God, Ee ackncwlolges tgat salvaticn is of the Lord in
its entirety, there is nc rocm fer argument then, there is
nc reem fer beeasting. Vhere is the child of Ced vhe kncws
scmething of himself, and wculd dare tc say:- Ah, yas, I
went tc schecl with such and such a cne, and I imprcved
my coppcertunities cf seeking salvation, and I was bdetter
than he was, and sc I am a Christian, and he is nctl

Every believer whc tnows anything of the flesh which is

in him, and of the 3jpirit That quickened, says, BY TEE
FRACE .OF GOD I AM WHAT I AM. I cannct exw»isin it, I
cennct tell all that it means. It is nct o matter of
mere argument tc me, but it is my rejcicing that the werds
cf Christ are ever prcving true, "All that the Father
hath given Me shall ccme tc Me, and him that cometh tc Me
I will in no wise cast cut". On this background we can gso
ferth and preach a full and free Gespel. Scmetimes it is
591@ that electicn hinders the proclameticn cf the Gospel.
Scme cf us have nct found this in our experience. If we
had tc preach that man must do some work cf his cwn, that
man can ccnbribute the last farthing, cr rather thé first
farthing, focr that 16 what it weuld need tc de with
regard tc the work cf salvaticn, then we 8hculd feel
curselves helpless, in view cf- dead sinners. But when we
realise it is the Spirit That quickeneth, we can gc forth
with the Gespel of the grace c¢f Ged and tell the precicus
news that Christ died fcr sinners, praying with our
preaching that Gcd may cause scme, by nature turned away,
to be turned untc Him, that they tcc may receive that
which we have received as a GIFT cf God, fcr the grace cf
cur Lord Jesus Christ was, and is, EZCEBUDING abundant,
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WITH faith and lcve vhich are in Christ Jesus. Any whce
deny this precious teaching may introduce human methods
to gain men, but if we recognise we are tho Lord’s
servants it is our privilege tc¢ keep®HIS plans. Belcved
friends, I venture to say that a lcgical mind, denying
electicn ought tc go mad. Do ycu follcw what I mean?
If we think that we, by our werk, by cur effort, could
bring souls out, who, but for our energy would be in
hell, end that we could alter the number cf these whe
will £ill up the seats at the marriage supper of the
Lanb, - if we think that we could do.this on our cwn
account, and with cur own power, by human means and
efforts, surely we cught tc go mad! I feel convinced
that our gracicus Father would NOT put such & mind-
breaking responsibility upon us. To suggest it, is,

in my heart's feeling, an affront to His character!
Nay, He hag put the arrangement in HIS hands. It is
simply cur$ to be the instruments and channels of
blessing that through us He may lay hold cf poor lost
ginners, and thereby may graciously permit us to rejoice.
not as tho arrangers cf the werk, but as part of tho
means, that He alcne may be exalted ncw and in that Day

——— . e - - O -

Q. Regarding the statement which you made abcut
being dead in trespasses and sins and God quickened us.
have not we something to dc before God will guicken us?
What part are we doing before we are quickened?

A. If we teke the simpls wcrds of Eph. 2, tc which
I alluded, "And you hath He gquickened, whc werse dead in
trespasses and sins", and if we read ¢n wve shall find as
verse 3 puts it, "We were by nature the children cf
wrath even as others", not & little better than others,
but even AS others. Then comes the fourth verse with
ites AGramatic ccntrast "BUT GOD". Ncw my own heart
feeling is that this striking ccntrast gives the answer,
"BIT GOD Whc is rioh in mercy, fcr Bis great love
wherewith He lcved us", not for anything in ourselves,
ycu notice, - "For His great 1ove wherewith He loved
8 even when we mere dead in sins hath gquickened us®.
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There is nc room fcor any human working. Indeed the apcstle
says 1t 1s not ef works, lest any man shculd beast. It is
nct of him that villeth, for the Lorad Jesus declared con-
cerning man's ruined will, "Ye will not come tc ke that ye
night have life." If we were left tc curtelves, everycne
would turn Vo his on way, as Isa. B3. & puts it, "Al11l we
liize sheep went astray, we turned a man tc LIS vay'. Sal-
vaticn is thus revcaled as the werk cf God; hut I quilte
enter intc ycur difficulty. The thought perhans nresenis
iteelf, - that the words taken cut cf their context
wresent o scmewhat mechanical view cof gsalvaticn, and that
the individual is treated rather as a mechine. It is not
so, fcr.undcubtsdly, when any are saved they do accept the
Lerd Jesus Christ as their Savicur; they have faith, they
believe, ncr dc they vnderstand the nature of that faith
$i11 afterwards; Dbut when they are auickened frem abeve
then they realice that it is the faith of Ged's elect, cr,
as Paul puts it clsewhers, the faith of the inwerking cf
God. In other words Ged'does-nct say %o them, Hew I am
abcut tc save you in spite cf ycur will. That would be
merely a mechanical fcreiag. Bus God imperceptidbly, juct
25 He works in mAature, causes *hem tc will, and aftervards
tc dc cn acccunt of HIS GCOD PLEASURE. Hence there is +he
springing up cf affecticn toward Eim and they desire Christ,
but they AFIZR¥4RD3 find that here was the beginning cf ths
quickening, fcr a dead man dces not desire the Liviag God.
He desires tc gc s%ill cn his owvn path.boyow fellowwhat Imoan?

Q. Yes, I quite fcllow, but what I meant wes this.
Ged will nov quicken me until I ccme within hearing cf the
ucrd, and I may say within myself, Yes, that is true, and
that is true; then I believe. We ccme %tc the inowledge cf
these things, and lcok within curselves and we admit thet
we are sinaere, and admit that we nesd salvaticn, then Ged
vill quicken us, bul we must come in. ccntact with the Werd
Tirst befcre Ged will cuicken us?

A, But, belcved friend, when we are gracicusly brcught
to hear the Truth, we may have heard it s hundred times
befere, - why is it chat on the hundred and Pirst time it
comes with pcwer? Ie it not in accord with Isa. 55. 11,
"Sc shall liy icrd be which gceth forth cut of My mouth, it
shall nct return unto Me veid, but it shall accomplish that’
which I please, and it shall presper in the thing wheretc I
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sent it". Is it net in the words cf Rem. 1G. 17 'Faith
occmeth by hearing, but THE hearing thrcugh a spcken Womdof
God"? In cther wvecrds, bshiand the human utterance, Gcd
eneaks tc the scul c¢f & sinner, as the apcsslae says io
Rom. 7, "hen ths commandment CAME". TUp till that time
he had read Scripture hundreds cf times, knew largs
porticns of it by heart (in the general accentance of
that misused exvressiocn), but vhen the ccmmandment cams
hiere was a vast difference. 8c when truth ccmes with
poxsy, is it nct because 1t has wleased Gecd tc reveal
His Scn in vs? Else, why is it that we can hear the
Truth hundreds cf times and be wmmcved? e must not
take ANY cf the eredit tc curselves. It is that God
stoeps us, as surely as kKe stoppdd Saul cf rarsus on
the rced tc Damascus. There was ncthing of Saul's
natural preraration fcr it, but Gcd stopred him, and
that is vhat mercy dces still. It is true cur
censcicusnecs is vastly different. My own ccnceicus-
ness, trained up in a Chrisiian home, wculd be entirely
different with regard tc the way cf salvation, frem
that cf a believer vho had grcwn up in the depths cf
ocutward s&g, and vas suddenly brcught by grace face tc
face wi%hﬂ ﬁ%rnity, and a dcem. MY ccnscicusness 1is
quite different, but MY salvaticn is absclutely the
sama,

Q. I think the questicn cf cur brother mighC be
put, Is nct there a wecrk cf the Holy Ghost within cne,
¢r cn cne, before a knovledge of the quickening pover,
befcre the knowledge of & new birth takes place in the
scul?

XK. Undcubtedly God's workings precede our XNOWLEDGE
c¢f them, nor can we say just how they vprecede.

Q. That is what I think our brether means, the
work of the Spirit befcre the kmowledge takes place.

A."When I passed by and saw thee in thy bdlccd, I
said untc thee, Live". Grace antedates the conscicus-
ness cf it.

Q. THAT wculd be of Ged also.

A. Undcubtedly.

Q. Then even repentance is a gift cf God?

H. Christ is exalted to GIVE repentance (Acts 5.31)
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Bepentance is a new mind.

Q. They shall be made willing in the day cf Thy
pewer. The text "Werk in you tc will and dc7 I take
that tc be the working out ycur own salvatich with
fear...for Ged werketh in yocu. That is not my eternal
salvaticn. That was worked out for me and apart fronm
me.

A, Undoubtedly salvaticn is the Lcrd's work. 1
hope I seid ncthing tc hint anything else. My thcught
was this, that all cur willing was, by nature, wrcng.
Therefcre as scon as we have the beginning tc will
that is right, this indicates Gcd's werking in us ftc
will and tc de. Then there should ccme a sten, in
Phil. 2. 13. Most pecple read on "Te will and tc dc
OF His good pleasure", thinking it is tc will and dc
His pleasure. Nay, it is tc will and to dc on acccunt
of the gccd pleasure, i.e. His gccd pleasure; here is
the reason fcr cur right willing and dcing.

Q. Is not that mcre salvation frcm the pcwer cf
gin in the body through the work cf Ged's 8pirit within
us? Not amending the flesh, but God working in us to
make us walk worthy cf the vccation wherewith He has
called us. -

A. True, but the first breath of faith is cf the
same character as the after breaths, thcugh they may be
deepsr and lcnger as the child grows strenger. But each
is of the same kind.

Q. Of course.the Word of Ged teache s that God
worketh in ycu tc will and tc do, and if one has a
sensitive spirit, that is if my eye catches Gcd's eye,
{ycu undsrstand what I mean, Ps.32), if I am walking in
the light, as God is in the light, He will leed me, my
spirit will be sensitive to the teaching of the Holy
Spirit, and when I am taught what is wrcng, as en
obedient child I shall throw the wrong avay.

A, It should be so, yes, undoubtedly.

.Q. With regard to resisting the Hcly Spirit,
would you say & few words on that?

: Acts 7, Yo dc alvays resist the Holy Spirit,
as your fathers did, so Ac ye. The servant of God
had just quoted Isa. 66. He had qucted the words of
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the Spirit ¢f Ged in the Sériptures. The minds of mea
—exre against these words. The one who had qucted tThem
is himeelf described by the Holy Spirit as bheing full
cf the Hcly Spirit, yet they gnashed on him with their
teeth. They therefore always resisted and fell against
the Hely Syizxlt. Now THAT is a mest impcrtant passage.
shcwing the need fcr a Divine eleotion. Scme pecple
will tell us that the human will dces scmething, and
vhen ycu ask them fcr a passage they sey "Ye will nov
ccme tc Me that ye might have life”. I always think 2
nassage ¢cf that kind tells solemnly the cther way. it
shows the nesd for a Divine Will, if cur will is alw=syvs
2 "will not". In like manner "Ye dc¢ ALWAYS resist"
makes a need fcr guiokening grace, for unless there is
abscluie quicikening grace, "Always resist® will mean
"alvays condemned". It seems tc me these emphatic
statemonts as tc men by nature, leave no lccphcle for
anything else but - 1T PLBASED GOD tc save.

Q. D¢ yeu net think that in Isaiah where Gcd spealks
cf Cyrus, He brings out the thought cf Gcd's purpcse
vith the unsaved?

A, Undoubtedly the whcle of history is & display
that Gcd has a plan.

Q. Dc ycu think that resisting the pover, resisting
the will cf Gcd exists in a.state cf unrsgeneraticn?

A, Yes, that was the point, hence the need fcr a
quickening, that we may have a new nature vhioch will
harmcnise with the Spirit ¢f God.

€. Then comes the guenching and the filling, in
the new oreation in Christ Jesus, but the resisting
takes place, I thihk, 1n the unregenerate state?

A, Undcubtedly. I believe the quenching is a
different aspect altogether, if I might say sc. I
think the context there is with regard to the super-
natural gifts in an early Chrisftian assembly.

Q. Hqw dc.we understand such Scriptures as "Gcd
is net slack concerning His promise, but is longsuffer-
ing to ycuward, not wishing that Any should perish but
that ALL should come tc repentance? _

A. T think that passage has a strong argument
with regard to God's eleoting grace, for the "to wsward’
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or "to ycuward’, defines it. The after wecrds are
understccd in this light. Is lengsuffering to ts-
werd, Why? Hcw dces He show it? He is not willing,
(He is nct determining) that any shculd psrish, bub
that all should come tc repentance. 1 dc nct lock
cn that as merely an inclinaticn, fthere is s dster-
mination. HE is determining. Is the passage univer-
sal, cr is there 2 2tress on the "usvard” or "you
ward'? Surely the only way tc expiain is to allow
the strength of that extraordinary expression cf the
Hely S»nirit "to vsward™, cr "youward". Here are
believers becing breught te repentance, caused to
leave the systems and divisicns intc which they have
gene, and being reccvered cutv of the snare ¢f the
devil, for Gecd =«ill give-them repentance tc the ack-
ncwledging of the Truth. And the Lord Jesus is wait-
ing fcr this anticinaticn_ cf That Day, even the
little reviving which is tc¢ take »lace, I believe,
ere He returns in glcry.

Q. Dces not that interpretaticn 1limit, nct
wishing that ARY snd ALL? Dces not that lead tc
shewring that He vishes the condemnaticn cf scme?

A. T éc uct think i% is dealing with that sub-
jeet at all., The passage is not concerning itself
with the ungodly. The vword there used has the
thought of & decres and intenticn. New if ycu are
speaking cf certain porscns who are wandering frcm
the Lerd, end ycu say how the Icrd has not detexr-
mined that any shculd perish but that all should
ccme to repnentance, yocu are nct speaking ccncerning
octher pecpls. You ars speaking about a certain
class, are ycu nct?

Q. May nct the text in our friend's mind be
the passage in Timcthy, He will have all men tc be
saved, and ccme to the knowledge cf the Truth.

(Yes, that was in ny mind as well).

A. The message there is equally suggestive in
its context.

Q. I might 1link with that ancther difficult
verse,"Christ tasted death fcr every man".

4, Yes. In 1 Tim. 2 we read, 'I exhort,



17.

therefcre, first cf all, that supplications be mads
prayers, intercessicns, giving ¢f gratitude fer all
men, fcr kings and all that are in authority, that
& quiet and peaceable life we may pass thrcugh in
all reverence and sclemnity, for this is gcod and
welccme in sight of our Savicur Ged, Who will have
all men tec have been saved, and intec kncwledge cf
Truth tc have come". Nct merely will have them tc
be save-ABLE, but will them to have been saved, and
intc knowledga of Truth tc have come. This
expressicn - "Intec kncwledge of Truth t¢ have ccme”
reminds us cf "repentance tc the knowlefige cf the
Truth". Such knowledge of the Truth implies a
wondrcus blessing; then the argument comes, "For
there is one God, ONE also the Mediapcr of Gecd and
men, a Man Christ Jesus." The argument is plainly
this - Pray fcr all men, there im ONE Ged. 1Is He
the Gcd c¢f the Jews only, is He not also of the
Gentiles? There is One Mediator, the MAN Christ
Jesus. Nct a Jew, but a Man. Those who lived in
the days cf the early church were accustcmed tc
think cf the salvation cf Israel, but here is &
stress upon salvation reaching beycnd the favoured
naticn. At once the Scripture continues, "Whe

gave Himself a Ranscm instead of all, the witness
in its own appointed time, wunto which I was '
placed, I a herald, and an apcstle, {Truth I speak
in Christ, I am not lying), a teacher of GENTILES",
sc the word "all" is explained with reference toc-
Gentiles. The argument is understccd in ccnnecticn
with the earlier context, for the apostls says,
Grece saved me, I was a persecutcr and blasphemer,
therefore I exhort that prayers were made fcr all
men. The lcngsuffering of Gecd reached me falling
over the precipice, therefcre the lcngsuffering of
God has & lcng reach to inelude others cf all
classes. Here then we have nct a universalism of
salvation, but a grace for all classes of men, and
for the most unlikely. You can pray for those that
bersecute ycu, knowing that the God Who saved a
Manasseh and a Saul of Tarsus, is able tc save

*
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where you naturally think He will nct save. There-
fore,says the apoStle in this impcrtant chapter,
"Lift up hcly hands without wrath and doubting"”.

It is sc easy to pray for unlikely ones, and then,
by doubting, tc¢ rub your signature out at the end
¢f the prayer. Grace emphasizeg a fixity in prayer
without wrath and doubting.

Q. Of ccurse electicn, as taught in Eph. 1,
is according to the foreknowledge of God, and
according te His purpose and according to His ccunsel
but would yocu with election and forekncwledge (it is
GUD'S fcreknowledge, remember) preach a limited
atonement? This questicn ccmées up naturally with
the dcotrine of election. A limitef atcnement?

Ycu understand what I mean?

A, I dc, I follow what you mean. It is deeply
impcrtant that we should Encw Just what is meant by
a limited atonement. Tc me the limited atonement is
the atconement that is unable t¢ save. In other words
if anything of Christ's work is ineffectual that
seeme tc me teo limit Him. He shall see ¢f tho
travail cf Eis soul and be satisfied.

Q. Hallelzgah

A. Well %hen, if He shall see cf the travail
of His soul and be satisfied, we must not limit His
atonement and meke it simply that which makes men
save-ABLE. His Name i8 called Jesus for He Himeelf
shall SAVE His people frcm their sins. He came to
completely save that which was lost. Now the
present day ldea is that we are exalting the atone-
ment cf the Lord Jesus Christ, if we say it was
glven in vain for thousands, if we practically
Infer it was shed for some who were then in hell
when He died. To me that is derogatory to His
glory. OChrist loved the ‘ohurch and gave Himself
for 1t, that He might present it to Himself, a
glericus church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing. All that the Father giveth Me shall
ccme to Me. The Lord Jesus Christ distinetly speaks
of those who were given to Him, and if His atonement
is taken away from this aspect of those who were
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given tc Him, we have the thought that He tcok scme
who were not given tc Him, - which is speaking
against Him, though unintenticnally. We have the
further thought that His werk is limited in its
pcwer, for we cannot get away from this fact that
either the atonement is limited in its extent, or
limited in its powsr. If it is limited in its
power, Christ did nct die tc save any, but only to
make them save-able, and they put the finishing
touches upcen it, but if it is limited, by covenant,
in its extent, - rather made wide toc this extent,
fer we all DESERVED wrath - then He shall see of
the travail cf His soul and be satisfied. His
precicus blocd shall be that which is the cause of
salvation to myriads which no man can number cut of
every naticn under heaven, whc will confess that He
loosed them from their sixis in HIS blcod.. We are
told He gave Himself as a corresponding price. I
know this has been wrongly and insultingly called
the commercial aspect cf atonement; surely this
thought of a corresponding price is Scriptural.
There is a precicus "instead", and we cennot get
away from it, the blocd of Christ cannct be wasted.

Q. That is & very nice thcught, but if I were
oppcsing ycu I should say, If that is the case it
must be a limited atonement, and there is no chance
fer theusands, hundreds, and millions. It is only
according to the foreknowledge of Gecd, and those
whom Ged did not foreknow, well what about their
atcnement? There should be no satisfaction to God
unless the blcod was shed fcr them. Therefcre if
I was opposing yocu (I put the word IF), I should
say there was nc atonement fcr them?

A. I rejoice we alike would lay a stress upon
the "if" in that connecticn, for I feel it is cur
mutual desire that we should please the Lord. I
grant that the subject you raised is of tremendcus
importante and tremendous solemnity, but theories
‘of a universal atonement, limited in.power, do not
solve the problem. Though we may have election,
and believe in universal "savability", we cannot



20,

deny that God frcm eternity kncws all facts. There-
fore vhen man is brcught into the world God knows
the end from the beginning, and yet He in full fore-
kncwledge of judgment, full forekmowledge of the sin
of Judas, fcr example, for which Judas was and is
judged, permitted that Judas should be born, though
He Himself, cur precicus Lord, Whc spaxe werds cf
grace, said, Gecod wers it for that man if he had not
been born. Conseguently there is no way cut cf that
difficulty by aveiding election. The only soluticn I
can find is this, "Shall not the Judge of all the
sarth dec right?" Lo, these are parts of Iis ways,
but how small & portion we pcer, weak creatures can
understend! It is for us tc bow the head, and tc
worship, and to say, Xnown untc God are all His works
frem the beginning cf creaticn, He is cf one mind
and who can turn Him? It was this attitude that was
the blessing, although there were many failures
linked with that remarkable mcvement cf the Refcrma-
tion:- fer a denial cf electicn was brought in with
regard to Jesuitism. These vhc stcod firm as
reformers, though they did not see all that Gecd hes
unveiled since, were definite as tc Ged's electing
grace. God HAS ever dealt scvereignly. Men like
Luther and Calvin emphasized this, and that was the
vower in true witnessing. The only true attitude
that I feel we cen take to-day is to ackncwledge all
the Scripture says, to recognize the completeness cf
the work cf the Lord Jesus and tc say ccncerning cur
gracicus God, Of Him, and thrcugh Him, and to Him
are all things, to Him be glory for ever and ever.

2. The Scripture says many are called but few
are chosen. I suppose you would say that the reason
why they are not chosen is:- they did not accept?

A, That passage, I think, makes plain that
they are called with the outward call of the Gospel,
but unless God inwardly convicts and saves they never
ccme tc the Lord Jesus Christ. 3Sc¢ that they simply
show their natural condition when they refuse the
cutward call. If by the grace of God we have accept-
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, a
sd the oall it is more than/cutward osll to us, it
is an .inward ocall. Well, we &re nct chosen
bascavss we accepted it, but we acceptod it because
we were chosen. I mean thet God GAVE 1ife to us.
We ocannot say thet we began the work, or that we
ma@a selvaticn applicable, but that Cod saved ugs in
opite ¢f ourselves. Surely, I am right in sayin
that if ycu and I togetler have a joy in the lor
ws agree upon one point, that there was nothing one
whit . better in cither of us by nature, than in some
whe are despising our gracious God. It was only
meroy that we love the Lerd, then we can give no
gredit or ercwn tc sel?, it is unto Him That loveth

us.
® Q. Some weculd gay that some have no effectuel
call at all. R '

A, If there is en effectuasl ocoll i1t must be
effacturl. .Bod is described as the One Whe calleth
you in%to Eis kingdom and gléry, and He will nct
lesve you half-way.

. Shall I put it another way and say, He
dos8 ot ¢all some?

A. The cutvaré call is gencral, bub the in-
war@ call, the guickoning osll, iz limited.

Q. You speak o outward and inward ocll, but
i1f there is & call at all it must be an effectual
call.

A. I %hink not.

8. I camnct resist the counsels of Ged, I
cannect thwors His puarposss. .

A, NMe, but surely there is {he gansral
proelamation of the Truth beyond that

Q. God so loved the world?

A. We proclaim the genersl Gospel of the
grace of God. or

. Q. He teste@ Death for all.

A. But you did not accept the Gospel of the
grace of Gecd simply becauss you heard the genexal
proslemation of it. It ocame with powsr to your
heart one day. There was not simply the proclama-
tion; it was an inward call. If it was simply an
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cutward call yocu would still be dead .in sins.
Surely the words arc that cur beloved Lord not
only lcved us when we were dead in sins, but, in
the words of Jchn 5, The dwead shall hear the
voice of the Socn of Cod, AND THHY THAT HBAR SHALL
LIVE, THAT is the offectual oall, and I cannot
s8lter "shall live™ to "may 1live"™. You agree with
me, I think?

€ Oh, I agree, I am not speaking for

e

myself. Bless the Lord, He saved me, I was about

to say, against my will.
A. Nay, He gave & new will.
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